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dian, Miss
Miss
ERRY, head

is the Exalted Cyclops

MeV.
1

advised on 7/15/64 that he is from Simpson Count
apd that he has been advised that Dr. G. B. ROTE
of the hospital at Mendenhal, Miss
of the Simpson County KICK. He stated attorney GEORGE GRUBBS
is also a member of this hate organization. \
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\; stated that his brother,[\ \

\ 4' i Jackson, Miasf i •3i

will retire soon and plans to reuurnH7, to live. He stated that his v
brother is a very capable person and that he feels he wouldbooperate with the FBI in obtaining information concerning
the KKK and other hate organizations in Simpson County.
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He advised also that "CHUCK" LEWIS, an employee
at Rike hnd Ferguson Funeral Home, Jackson, Miss., wouldprobably be in a position to assist ,the FBI in obtaining
information concerning the KKK and other hate groups in the
Jackson, Miss
auxiliary policeman and has proved that he can ascertaininformation of value. \
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area. He stated LEWIS is a former Meridian•9]
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stated that FRED.HAlaw of Neshoba County Sheriff LAWREKCSHRAIN
the auxiliary police in Meridian, Miss
visited RAINEY*s wife while

, Meridian, Miss.

MJ, brother-in-is a member of
hat HARRIS had

was at the hospital in.

advised he does not know ifHARRIS is a member of any klan organization, but he does knowthat HARRIS is very close to Sheriff RAINEY.
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advised that approximately 10 days ago an
auxiliary police unit was organized in Neshoba County andthat at present there are 12 units consisting of 25 men
each totaling 300 auxiliary _ police.
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andWill be on the lookout for any information that would be ofany Assistance to the FBI. He stated that most of the menbelonging to this auxiliary police unit believe that it isa "nigger beating organization" and he is attempting to changetheir opinion in this regard. .
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5 \ \ tated that he is the head of the auxiliarypolice in Meridisle, Miss., and that there is one policeman,

namely W. H. LITCHFIELD, attendant Torch Truck Stop, Highway11 south. Meridian,VMiss., who is a . personal friend ofRAINEY and his wife who
He stated that, LITCHFIELD, is. a former U. S. Army ranger :.An&«hasconsTderahle 'knowledge concerning firearms and the
of explosives. He stated that LITCHFIELD has on severaloccasions told him that 8^.oJ?ganizati9n „M-.helongs «i?o. .l>as^a!«fstore of arms and dynamite!H 1 added that he is notacquainted"wltTfTTHeorganization . that LITCHFIELD belongs to,
however, he will ,attempt to obtain additional information
regarding this organization. He further added that he hasnever seen any of the arins or explosives which LITCHFIELD
claims to have collected &nd does not know their present
whereabouts. He said that LITCHFIELD is an expert pistol
shot and an ardent segregationist.
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AT JACKSON. MISS,. \
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1. Will contact
and give consideration to developing him as a possible

, Jackson,\i

Miss•I
RI. \
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s;2. Will locate and interview and
give consideration to developing him as a. possible FI. :!
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fAT MERIDIAN, MISS. !
?
ssWill determine identity of FRED HARRIS and

W. H. LITCHFIELD and ascertain background
and connections of these persons with hate
group and/or klan activities.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply,Please Refer to
File No. Jackson, Mississippi

January 12, 1968

VESTS XMIGHTS <V m IB KLUX
BUS, COPIAH OOUHTT, MISSISSIPPI

This investigation was predicated on information
furnished by letter dated October 13, 1964, directed to the
Civil lights division of the department of Justice from
Ian McCrss who alleged "some organisation meets on Thursday
evenings and Saturday afternoons, some in hoods and train
with guns, etc.” The Civil Bights division referred this
letter to the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

The following investigation was conducted by Special
Agents from the Indianapolis Office of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

On December 22, 1964 Ian McCrae, Indianapolis, Indiana
advised that the information referred by him to Mr. Burke Marshall,
Baited States Department of Justice had cone second-hand to him
from Mrs. T. V. Simer, 15633 Brennan Highway, Markham, Illinois.
McCrae advised that Mrs. Simer is the wife of the minister of
an Integrated church.

On December 29, 1964 Mrs. T. V. Simer, 18633 Brennan
Highway, Markham, Illinois advised she had no first-hand knowledge
of the organisation meeting in Crystal Springs, Mississippi.
She stated that further information might be obtained from
Mr. and Mrs. Lemuel Robinson, 16236 Justine Avenue, Markham,
Illinois.

On Dec—Mar 29, 1964 Mr. Lemuel Robinson, 16236
Justine Avenue, Markham, Illinois advised that he is acquain-ted by hearsay only with the organisation meeting in the
vicinity of crystal Springs, Mississippi, Be advised that
to the best of his knowledge the original source of this
information was his sister, Mrs, Ida Mae Robinson who resided
at Route 1, Bos 223, Crystal Springe, Mississippi, He advised
that, to the best of his knowledge, his sister had related
details of this organisation and its meetings to his wife.

~—('/;7' r
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JAN 22 1965
FBI — JACKSON .

SEARCHED .

SERIALIZED
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J. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: SAC, Jackson DATE: 1/22/65TO

: Director, FBIROM

SUBJECT: WHITE KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN
OF MISSISSIPPI
RACIAL MATTERS

ReJNairtel dated 1/12/65 enclosing letterhead
memorandum of same date.

Attached are two corrected copies of page one of
referenced letterhead memorandum. It is noted that a
predication has been added to this page to clarify the matter
to other agencies receiving copies of this letterhead memorandum.
Enclosures (2)$/
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FI>-2«3 (Ret. 5-1-59)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
DATEOFFICE OF ORIGIN INVESTIGATIVE PERIODREPORTING OFFICE

1/18/65 9/2/64 - 1-9-65JACKSONJACKSON
TITLE OF CASE

WHITE KNIGHTS OP THE KU KLUX
KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI, NESHOBA
COUNTY KLAVERN, PHILADELPHIA,
MISSISSIPPI

REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY

skgALEXANDER JAMIESON
CHARACTER OF CASE

RM

REFERENCE

Report of SA NELSON L. PHILLIPS dated ap / paV
STATUS

on.
P

V

ADMINISTRATIVE

t overlThe Investigative period of
the investigative report of the last report submit -jfed befcau
of investigation received since last report .

In addition to dissemination to mi
agencies, copies of this report are being dissenj
covering headquarters of those agencies for information.

is rep

ary intelligence
ted to offices

It will be noted that Jackson has prepared a separate
report containing the Information from informants concerning the
plans of the Lauderdale and Neshoba County Klaverns of the Whits
Knights of the Ku Kljdx Klan of Mississippi to eliminate MICHAEL

assault at and burning of the Mt. Zion
' Philadelphia, Neshoba County, Mississippi,HENRY SCHWERNERj tbd

Methodist Church nea
SPECIAL AGENT

IN CHARGEAPPROVED DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

TE- bureau ( RM ) \
INTC - 3rd Army, Fi ) McPherson
Ga . (RM )

1 - ONI, 6th ND

/
' r y/

£z/1 s>

~k-Charleston,S ,C. (RM
1 - OSI, Barksdale AFB, La . (RM )
1 - Atlanta ( Info ) (RM )
1 - Charlotte (Info ) ( RM )
1 - New Orleans ( Info ) (RM )
k: <D.

DISSEMINATION RECORD OF ATTACHED REPORT

SEARChED
SERJAl

AB INDEXED
LED _

£

JAN 2 0 1965If
FBI — JACKSON

157
NOTATIONS

AGENCY

REQUEST RECD.
DATE FWD.
HOW FWD.
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JK 157-342
and activities of the Klavern concerning the abduction,
murder and burial of SCHWERNER, ANDREW GOODMAN and

JAMES E. CHANEY.
information at this time may jeopardize successful
prosecution in the M1BURN investigation, this report

has been prepared for immediate dissemination. It
necessarily contains no information concerning MIBURN
and the events leading thereto.

Since dissemination of the above
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I’O-204(Eev.3-3-59)
. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

INTC - 3rd Army, Ft, McPherson, 0:

1 - ONI, 6th ND, Charleston, S „C 0 (RM)
OSI, Barksdale AFB, La 0 (RM)

1
Copy fo:

1

JACKSONALEXANDER JAMIESON
January 18, 1965

Jackson 157-342
WHITE KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX
KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI, NESHOBA
COUNTY KLAVERN, PHILADELPHIA, MISSISSIPPI

Office:Report of:
Date:

Bureau File No.:Field Office File No.:

Title:

RACIAL MATTERSCharacter:

The Neshoba County Klavern of the WKKKKOM is currently
active in Philadelphia . Mississippi,, The auxiliary
police established in Neshoba County is alleged to be
a cover for klan activity.
Lauderdale County Klaverns met in Philadelphia, Mississippic
After this meeting klan members beat Negroes at the Mt „

Zion Methodist Church and the church was burned later
that eveningo A recent meeting of the Neshoba County
Klan was held on 12-12-64 and Deputy Sheriff CECIL PRICE

selected to represent Neshoba County at a state klan
The problem of FBI informants in the Ku Klux Klan

Synopsis:

On 6-16-64 the Neshoba and !

was
meeting „

was also discussed.
P

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 12
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DETAILS:

A characterization of the White Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi (WKKKKOM) appears in the
appendix attached hereto.

It will be noted that when the terms Klan and
Klansmen are utilized in the course of this report, they
will refer to the WKKKKOM and members thereof.

ORGANIZATION AND MEMBERSHIP IN THE
NESHOBA COUNTY KLAVERN OF THE WHITE
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN OF
MISSISSIPPI

I.

On November 28, 1964, JN T-2 advised that EDGAR
RAY KILLEN, also known as PREACHER KILLEN, is alleged to be
the first member of the WKKKKOM in Neshoba County. Sheriff
LAWRENCE RAINEY, CECIL PRICE, RICHARD WILLIS, along with
"HOP" BARNETT and GEORGE HERRINGTON, became members shortly /

after KJ.LLEN.
C. W. MILLER was the first member of the WKKKKOM

in the Lauderdale Klavern. MILLER was obligated into the
Klan in his home by his cousin EDGAR RAY KILLEN in March,
1964.

KILLEN told people during the formation of the Klan
that the organization was the strongest in the state, that
it would keep the Negro in his place, that it could and
would elect the next governor and also had enough power
to have laws passed. He also stated that its membership
ranged from the governor's office down and one would be
left out if he did not belong. He related that, no one
admits membership since it is a secret organization and
partly for fear that the Negro organizations would get the
FBI down on the Klan.

On November 19, 1964
following listed persons are members of the Neshoba County
Klavern of the WKKKKOMs

JN-T6 advised that the$

Sheriff RAINEY
^Deputy PRICE

PREACHER KILLEN
7% TTNW: 12580 Docld: SEY1

GLEN BURRAGS
2 -
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JN T-l advised on December 15* 1964* that JESSE
JOYNER * an employee of the Flintkote Company* Meridian*
Mississippi * and resident of Neshoba County* is a member
in the Neshoba Klavern of the WKKKK.

On November 6* 1964* JN T-5 advised that EDGAR
RAY KILLEN is a member and head of the WKKKK in Neshoba
County* Mississippi. He stated that KILLEN's brother*
who is in the sawmill business * is also a member. The
following are members of the Neshoba Klavern:

Sheriff LAWRENCE RAINEY
Deputy Sheriff CECIL PRICE
GEORGE ( LNU ) * operator of H and H Restaurant
DtB PERRY
PETE JORDAN

On December 20* 1964 * JN T-3 advised that EDGAR RAY
KILLEN* from Neshoba County* attended a meeting of the
Lauderdale Klavern on December 19* 1964* with a young man,

whom he described as his nephew . This individual is a white
male * about 26 years old * medium build* neatly dressed*
wears glasses* blond ha3r* and drives a late model Plymouth .

AUXILIARY POLICE AS A COVER FOR MEMBERSHIP
IN THE NESHOBA COUNTY KLAVERN OF THE WHITE
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLTJX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI

II.

On November 12* 1964* JN T-3 advised that the
auxiliary police established in Neshoba and Lauderdale
Counties are actually covers for membership in the Klan.
WILLIE DENNIS* a preacher in Philadelphia * Mississippi *
had been recruited to join the Klan in Meridian. He later
transferred tc a Philadelphia Unit . He said he did not
like what he had experienced in the Klan and said that
could do more good by joining the auxiliary police in
Neshoba County. He did this only to find that the same
group who attended the Klan meetings were members of
auxiliary police. He then quit .

,0,

he

THE MEETING OF THE LAUDERDALE-NESHOBA
KLAVERNS JUNE 16* 1964

III ,

On November 12* 1964* JN T-3 advised that on
June 16* 1964* a meeting of the Lauderdale-Neshoba Klaverns

- 3 -NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 14
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was held in the gynmasium of an abandoned school east of
Philadelphia, Mississippi. Over 100 members attended and
PREACHER KILLEN presided over the meeting.

After the usual business meeting, PREACHER KILLEN
lead a discussion about whipping and beating Negroes. "
BARNETT, who had been patrolling the area, came in and
reported that there was a gathering
and that some "white folks" may be in attendance. He said
that the church was guarded by Negroes.

A motion was made from the floor to appoint a committee
to determine if "white folks" were at this church.

HOP

at the Mt. Zion Church

JK T-3 opined that MICHAEL SCHWERNER may have been
one of the "wnite folks" believed to have been at the church.
JN T-3 stated that there were several volunteers and it was
agreed that white people in attendance would be beaten by
those going to the church. At this point, members of the
Lauderdale Klavern objected, contending that- it was not
enough to merely instruct the group to beat the white
people, but that the group should be instructed to "do
whatever is necessary." Several klansmen went for their
guns, as only those individuals who are armed and who a
not officers are allowed to participate in a klan action.

re

F0IA( b) (7) - (C) was placed ±n charge-of- the action
and a group of Lauderdale klansmen, including I I ,

"- --- - - -
~~

\ went to the Mt. Zion
Church. When the group returned, they announced that they
had found no white people present, but''that- they had "beaten
up" several Negroes. According to JN T-3, t ,

Neshoba.County klansmen who accompanied them on this klan
action and accused them of not doing their part.

\ s
N ‘x

After the meeting, the Lauderdale klansmen returned
boasted endlessly of his part in

beating the Negroes on the return trip to Meridian .,

.,T criticized

to Meridian.

JN T-3 further stated that it was his opinion that
a group of klansmen from Philadelphia burned the church
as they were embarrassed because of
of them and felt that burning the church would be a face-
saving action.

criticism

4 -

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 15
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On November 2, 196k, JN T-4 advised ih

determined through contacts that the Neshoba County Elan
did meet June 16, 1964, in an abandoned school east of
Philadelphia, Mississippi.

heici

JN T-l advised on November 28, 1964, that a
meeting of the Neshoba and Lauderdale County Elaverrs
was he,,d m Philadelphia, Mississippi, in mid-June,

this meeting certain members were authorized by Elan
members to conduct beatings at a local church.

At

NESHOBA COUNTY KLAN MEETING ON
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1964
On December 1.4, 1964, JN T-*3 advised that JAM

BOWERS was in Meridian on .December 10. 1964, and stayed
at BILLY BIRDSONG'S Valley Motel in Room Number 4. BOWERS
instructed BIRDSONG to go to Philadelphia and make
arrangements to have a Klan Senator from the Heshoe *

Klavern attend the Klan Senate gathering at Bran tor.-,
Mississippi.

IV.

On Saturday, December 12, 1964, BJRDGONB met at
the Neshoba County Courthouse with Sheriff LAWRENT E RAJA
Deputy Sheriff CECIL PRICE, PREACHED EDHR KAY Kbit
LAItRteL WEIR and a "local district attorney" fpcssbily
RAYFORD ,TONFS - County Attorney, or WIB .LIAM
District Attorney). The group selected
Senator to represent the Neshoba County

• *

Jr V

CUB'D PR,!;:?
K i a veTvi aa

state Klan meeting to be held in Bra*- don, Mississippi „

The group also discussed the problem, of Bureau informant?

They proposed a plan to have the
Issue murder warrants charging JAMES JORDAN and H-o]RA
DOYLE BARNETTE with the murder of the three civil right*
workers , RAINEY is to arrest JORDAN and BARNEIJE, bring
them to Neshoba County, arrange to have a klan-dominoted
jury which would convict and then legally execute them.
The group agreed with the plan, believing that the results
would be to vindicate Mississippi and Neshoba County end
provide a legal means t^ get rid of the talkers <.

State of SiosisiB re

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 16
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INTERVIEW OF NESHOBA COUNTY MEMBERS OF THE
WHITE KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN

Vo
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*0-302[Rev. 10-11-63) O
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

December 23, 19641
Date

CLIFFORD COX, Route 3, Philadelphia, Mississippi, was advised
of the Identity of the interviewing Agents, SA RICHARD T.LAINE and
SA ROBERT P. BUTLER, Special Agents of the FBI, and SA LAINE advised
him that he did not have to make any statement, that he had a right
to consult with an attorney before making any statement, and that
any statement he did make could be used against him in a court of

Mr. COX stated he is not presently nor has he ever previously
belonged to the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Neshoba County
or any other klan-type organization existing In Neshoba County, Mississippi.
COX stated he was a member of the Neshoba County Auxiliary Police
Force.

The following background information and descriptive data
concerning CLIFFORD COX was obtained through interview and
observations

Race
Sex
Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Height
Weight
Build
Eyes
Hair
Complexion
Scars and Marks
Military Service
Marital Status
Occupation
Education
Relatives

White
Male
July 31, 1923
Neshoba County, Mississippi
6 feet
180 pounds
Medium
Brown
Black
Ruddy
None
Medical Discharge after 90 days
Married
Farmer
High School graduate
IRIS LOUISE COX, nee ETHRIDE (wife);
PATTY CAROL COX, age 7, daughter „

Only hunting rifles
None

Available weapons
Arrest Record

Jackson 157-1992
Jackson 44-112/14/64 Philadelphia, Miss.

On File#.a t

SAs RICHARD T. LAINE and
ROBERT P* BUTLERsmtl 12/18/64by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;NW: 12>58O»Ei0 'id<3r 4̂ii*0ftldS9lbPta(g@jdi<ii your agency.
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<JM 15?»1992
<JF 44-1
2

i960 Dodge, four-door,light green, with 1965
Mississippi license
50-1262
1963 Dodge pickup truck, blue
and white with 1965 Mississippi
license P/5 77461
Heavy equipment mechanic
Route 3» Philadelphia,
Mississippi
H. L, BREAZELLE and
Jo P0 STOKES,
Neshoba County, Mississippi

Automobiles

Special Abilities
Residence

Associates

8NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 19



ORAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONOFL Jtu uU- v. 1 25-50) F

December 22, 19641 Data

GRADY MARTIN EASES, Route 3, Philadelphia, was interviewed
at his residence by Special Agents ROBERT P. BUTLER and RICHARD T.
LAINE. He was advised by SA BUTLER that he did not have to make any
statement and that any statement he did make could be used against
him In a court of law. He was also advised of his right to consult
with an attorney of his choice prior to making any statement. .

EAKES was questioned regarding an allegation that he was
observed on the night of June 21, 1964, with E. G. "HOP" BARNETT'
In a black pickup truck parked on the west side of the Neshoba County
Courthouse.

EAKES stated that he was In Philadelphia, Mississippi, on
the evening of June 21, 1964, attending funeral services for ELLIOTT
(Phonetic) RICH at McClaln-Hays Funeral Home, 439 Beacon Street. He
was wearing old clothes since he had been fishing during the day and
was unable to return home to change before the funeral. EAKES recalled
that following the service.he drove In his light gray 1959 Dodge
pickup west on Beacon Street to the Pan Am or Spur Station to refuel
his truck. To the best of his recollection, the foregoing events
occurred prior to 9 PM.

EAKES stated that he does not recall seeing E. G. "HOP"
BARNETT in Philadelphia on June 21, 1964, but conceded that he may
have seen BARNETT and might have even visited with BARNETT in his
pickup truck. He stated that if he did visit with BARNETT he
knows for certain that there was no discussion regarding Council of
Federated Organizations workers. EAKES could recall no other names

persons he might have seen or spoken to on the night of June 21,
64. EAKES stated that E, G. BARNETT is a neighbor of his whom he

sees almost every day. He stated that he could not know when or
where he has visited with BARNETT in view of their close relationship.

EAKES stated he is a former member of the Citizen's Council
of Philadelphia, having paid dues and attending one meeting before
losing interest. He denied membership in or knowledge of the White
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi or any Klan-typeorganization.

of
19

The following information was obtained from observation and
interview:

12/12/64 Jackson 44-1Philadelphia, Mississippi

SAs ROBERT P. BUTLER and
RICHARD T. LAINE;mtl

On .... . F i l e H

12A7/64by Oat* dictated

N v« nor conclusions ol the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
ributed outside your agency.
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JN 44-1
2

GRADY MARTIN EAKES
April 1, 1910,
Neshoba County, Mississippi
Route 3, Philadelphia
6' 1"
192 pounds
Gray
Ruddy
None
None
425-32-4709NELLIE J. EAKES, nee MC ADONY,
Route 3« Philadelphia
Mrs. PATSY BARRIE,
Schenectady, New York
MAR0EHE EAKES
Jackson, Mississippi

Name
Date of Birth

Residence
Height
Weight
Hair
Complexion
Scars and Marks
Military Service
Social Security No
Wife

Daughter

Son

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 21 10



I
so o• P04O2 (*». 10*11491

!»

t
I

PIDIRAL BURIAU OP INVIlTtOATION *«

/

. -t . *> • »i - '
i

D#l#- Beeeibar 28. 1984i

8

1 t

. d

by SA BUTJiR th»t h» w«» not r.qulrtd «*< m.k.'*ny. iMtfffMt
and chat «ny h. did Mk* could b.uc.d him
in a court of law* Ha waa advlaad of hli right to consult with
an attorney of his choice prior to: making any atatementf

•y
• <. . •!' !;

\

:'1I

t

I
f

v
I

1

MITCHELL stated that he is employed as an Infurenee
' ' salesman and is Secretary - Manager of tho " Reliable ‘ Xdfptanoe'

' Agency , Box 27.8, democrat Building,.Philadelphia,. Mississippi*
He statfd that he helped form the Fniladeiphia Auxiliary
Police and then turned the •organisation over to ttMX "HOVVSM >
Manager , Richton Tie and Lumber 'Cotapeny ,. Philadelphia, since

/ he, MITCHKLL, has a heart condition.

i*.

I -
.

k

i
f

\
V' . . MITCHELL stated he ie not now a member of a klan type

organisation and never has been* He has no knowledge • of the
existence of a Id an type organisation in Neshoba County,
Mississippi. He further - stated that he has np knowledge* of
the murders ;of the three: civil rights • workers • in Neshoba County *Mississippi, on June 21, .1964*

The following descriptive information was obtained thtfugh
observation and interview: i

\

M ‘

I

i '

h

u»•»- • » .
i CIARENCE mELL MITCHELL

June 4, . 1921 ^
Leake County, Mississippi
6*
200. pounds
Brown

; Name:
Date of Births
Place of Birth:
Height:
Weight t
Hair:

V

JN 157*1254
JN 157*542
JN 44*1Philadelphia , .Mississippi mu*On— SA RICHARD I.. LAIM1 and

ky . BA ROBERT P» BUTIER/amh
i

i

12/21/84Dat* Slits**
•cemm.ndQtleni n*r <*niluil*ni *1 th* FBI, It 1« Hi* *r*party M* dll *M S IMM* W VB«t *|*Myi

NW: 1 2^8 0*̂ 1! •••««». ,
This document contains neither r
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c oFD-302(R«v. 10-1 1 -63)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date November 15, 1964

1

JERRY MC GREW SHARPE was Interviewed by Site ROBERT P„
BUTLER and RICHARD T, LAINE at the Pete Jordan Company,
Philadelphia, Mississippi, where SHARPE resides and is employed
as manager, SAs LAINE and BUTLER immediately identified them-selves as Special Agents of the FBI and SA BUTLER advised
SHARPE of his right to consult with an attorney of his choice
prior to being interviewed and that he did not have to make
any statement but that any statement he did make could be
used against him in a court of law.

SHARPE was requested to furnish background information
regarding himself and he advised as follows;

JERRY MC GREW SHARPE
Jerry Sharpe
Near
Pulpwood Suppliers,
Front Street
Philadelphia, Mississippi
Post Office Box 72
Philadelphia, Mississippi
Single
Manager, Pete Jordan Company
Philadelphia, Mississippi
Same as residence

Name;
Alias;
Residence; Pete Jordan Company,

Mailing Address;

Marital Status;
Occupation;

Business Address;
Business Telephones
Education;

None
Completed 11th grade,
Philadelphia High School
1956 - i960
AmericanCitizenship;

Date of Birth;
Place of Birth;
Military service;

December 7, 1942
Philadelphia, Mississippi
U. S, National Guard,
currently an. active
reservist with the 198th
Armored Division,
Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, Philadelphia,
Mississippi.

JN 157-JN 157-34211/12/64 at Philadelphia, Mississippi F;IQ # JN 44-1
SA ROBERT P„ BUTLER and
SA RICHARD T. LAINE/amh

NW: “”the ptop"ty of FB1“*

On

11/13/64by Date dictated
is loaned to
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JN 157-342
JN 44-1
2

Also on active duty
from April to September,
1963.
Army Serial Number
NG 24926302Criminal and Credit

Checks: Not applicable at this time
Philadelphia, Mississippi
1. 1956 Chevrolet, two door,
blue in color, Vehicle
Identification Number
56S138890, with 1964 Mississippi
License 50-3665.
2. Triumph 650 Twin motorcycle,
maroon in color, allegedly
unlicensed and not in running
condition,
12 gauge Remington Automatic
shotgun.

Automobiles;

Available weapons;

Physical Description;

Race;
Sex;
Age;
Height;
Weight;
Build;
Hair;
Eyes:
Scars and Marks;

White
Male
21 years of age
5 ' 9"
165 pounds
Stocky
Brown (crew cut)
Green
Circular birthmark 21' in
diameter left forearm
below elbow.
Ruddy
Mot available
None alleged
JAMES SMITH
ROY BESTMGER, JR,
Both of Philadelphia,
Mississippi, and former
schoolmates of SHARPE
Alleges none.

Complexion;
Photograph;
Special Abilities;
Associates;

Arrest Record;

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 24 16
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JN 157-
JN 157-342
JN 44-1
3

Relatives: Father - CURTIS SHARPE
Deceased

Mother - ELIZABETH HOLDER
Pascagoula, Mississippi

Sister - AUDIE LOFTON
Route 5
Philadelphia,
Mississippi

SHARPE denied any former or current affiliationwith the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and stated that hewas not aware that such an organization !existed.

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 25
17



o o* PD-302|#ev. 10-11-63)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 December 22, 1964Date

WILLIAM HENRY SKINNER, Philadelphia, Mississippi, was advised by
SA RICHARD T.LAINE at the outset of the interview that he was not
required to make a statement, that he had a right to consult with an
attorney before making any statement, and that any statement he did
make could be used against him in a court of law. SKINNER furnished
the following information to SA RICHARD T« LAINE and.ROBERT P. BUTLER,
who identified themselves to him as Special.Agents of the Federal.
Bureau of Investigation.

SKINNER advised he was not now nor had he erer previously been a
member of the Ku Klux Klan, and he had no knowledge of any Klan type
organization existing in Neshoba County, Mississippi.

The following description of SKINNER was obtained through
interview and observation:

Name
Race
Sex
Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Height
Weight
Eyes
Hair
Scars and Marks
Military Service

WILLIAM HENRY SKINNER
White
Male
August 16, 1906
Neshoba County, Mississippi
6' llM
186
Blue
Brown
None
United States Army,
1942 to 1944, claims
Honorable Discharge
34876603
425-46-7622MERTICE SKINNER
SHIRLEY O'NEIL,
Meridian, Mississippi;
SANDRA KIRKENDALL
Tyger, Alabama;- -
HENRY BANKS SKINNER,
Philadelphia, Mississippi;
WILLIAM RUDY SKINNER
Phil flftelphl flfllppi

Army Serial No.
Social Security No.
Wife
Children

x^usoJackson_ 12/15/64 Philadelphia, Mississippi , ^ JacksonOn at rile#
SAs RICHARD T. LAINE and

ROBERT P.BUTLER:mtl 12/18/64by Date dictated
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;,tld2<6,8@:>r00C4dln®7O104)#l»’S&BPaĝ j26>ur agency.NW:
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JN 157-1X20

JN 44-1
2

None claimed
American Legion
Parmer, Neshoba County,
Mississippi, owns 124$
in Neshoba County, Mississippi;
Carpenter, Neshoba County,
Mississippi;
Former Deputy Sheriff under
GEORGE HERRINGTON, from 1956
to 1959
Patrolman, Philadelphia,
Mississippi, Police Department
since i960
Rural Route 5
Philadelphia, Mississippi

Previous Arrests
Organizations
Former Occupation

acres

Present occupation

Residence

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 27 19



FD-302 (R.v. 10-11-63)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

November 24. 1064Date

1

JODIE FRANCIS SPEARS, Holland Avenue, Philadelphia,
Mississippi, was advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agents, SA RICHARD T. LAINE and SA ROBERT P. BUTLER, Special
Agents of the FBI, and Agent LAINE advised him that he did not
have to make any statement, that he had a right to consult with
an attorney before making any statement, and that any statement
he did make could be used against him in a court of law.

Mr. SPEARS stated he is not presently nor has he ever
previously belonged to the Ku Klux jpLan of Neshoba County nor
did he even know that such an organization existed.

The following background Information and descriptive
data concerning JODIE FRANCIS SPEARS was obtained through
interview and observation*

Race;
Sex;
Date of Birth;
Place of Birth;
Height;
Weight;
Build;
lyes;
Hair;
Complexion;
Scars and Marks;

White
Male
April 1, 1904
Neshoba County, Mississippi
51 5M

135 pounds
Medium
Blue
Brown (graying)
Ruddy
Numerous scars on body
from cuts and gunshot wound.
None
Married
Retired
Self employed as carpenter
8th grade
VERA SPEARS
(works at Neshoba County
Hospital in kitchen and
laundry)
Winchester .16 gauge shotgun

Military Service;
Marital Status;
Occupation:
Previous Employment:
Education:
Wife;

Available Weapons:

JN 44-1rin 11/22/64 Philadelphia. MISSISSIPPIFIU*
SA ROBERT P. BUTLER and

hy SA RICHARD T. LAINE/amh Date dictated 11/24/64
conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;NW:lfflmicfflfflJMans nor

e your agency. 20
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Arrest Record: Claims to have been arrested
3 times in his life; twice for
drinking and once for fighting
In Jackson* Mississippi* and
Philadelphia* Mississippi.
1961 Ford, four door Fairlane*
white over green, Mississippi
License 50-478
Holland Avenue
(Highway 19)
Philadelphia* Mississippi
SPEARS claims he has
numerous friends but no close
associates In particular.

Automobile:

Residence:

Associates:

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 29 21



• FD-302 (R.v l 0-11-63)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

December 23, 19641 Date

JAMES P. STOKES was interviewed at his residence by
•1AINE who Immediately identified
e RBI, STOKES was immediately advised

SAs ROBERT.P. BUTLER , and RICHARD T
themselves as Special Agents of the
by SA BUTLER that he was not required to make, any statement and that
any statement he did make could be used against him in a court of

advised \of his right to consult with an attorney
ent.He was furtherlaw.

of his choice prior to making any sta
i

STOKES advised that he has Aever been "shaken down" for
any money by anyone for any reason and denied being identical with
the (First Name Unknown ) STOKES implicated by an Informant as a
friend of "PREACHER" KILLER..

STOKES denied membership in or having any knowledge of any
klan-type organization. He further denied having any knpwledgft-ofrr
the murders of .three civil rights workers J|n Neshoba County, M1 n Til a<p|d ,
on the night of June 21, 1964, other ttian what^ ha^4Mty~leap«ed from
the newspaperŝ

The following description of STOKES was obtained through
observation and interview: \ . STOKES

Mp 2$, 1920, at
Kemper County, Mississippi

JName
Allas
Date of Birth

TO

tt5*Height
Weight
Hair
Eyes
Complexion
Build
Scars andMarks

165 uhds
Black
BSrown
Ruddy
Medlui
Circular sumr 1 inah. ln diameter -left temple* — __ ^appendectomy - Ipwer right aBdombej^lfc?^gunshot wound - inside left celf -

i

*»—

VS*-.ir
&asu-. •

. -V’ossrasiwv .'' -.f ill. aM^•a***

57-1232\ Jackson 1
Jackson\t - 1 Philadelphia, Mississippi

File#.On. at
T

SAs ROBERT P. BUTLER and
RICHARD T. LAINlsmtl V 12/18/64\ Date\ dIctatedby

\

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is ^e property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
NW: 12!5‘80,sG)©*@M?r76>iQ&l<^ikP$geut3i£> 22your agency. \\
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JN 157-1232
JN 44-12

U. S. Army, December, 1943 to
December, 1945. Received honorable
discharge with rank of Corporal
(Receives monthly disability check
for nervous condition )
County Supervisor, Beat No. 2,
Neshoba County, Mississippi;
cattle farmer
Route 3, Box 318
Philadelphia, Mississippi
1941-1943, Detroit, Michigan
Alleges none
MARSHAL STOKES (Deceased )
EDNA PEARL STOKES,
Route 3r
Philadelphia, Mississippi
EDNA FULTON STOKES,
Route 3, Box 318
Philadelphia, Mississippi
JIMMY, age 16
Route 3* Box 318
Philadelphia, Mississippi
JUDY, age 11,
Route 3, Box 318
Philadelphia, Mississippi
1964 Ford two-door hardtop,
1965 Mississippi license 50-3584
1962 General Motors Corporation
pickup truck

1964 General Motors Corporation pickup
truck.

Military Service

Occupation

Mailing Address

FotWQP Address
Arrest Record
Relatives

Father
Mother

Wife

Son

Daughter

Automobiles

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 31
23



o oFO-302 [Rev. 10-11-63)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

November 13, 1964
Date

JIMMY LEE TOWNSEND, Route 7, Philadelphia, Mississippi,
Zephyr Hill Community, was advised of the identity of the
interviewing Agents. He was advised by SA NELSON B. KLEIN, JR. that
he was not required to make a statement, that any statement he
did make could be used against him in a court of law, and that
he had the right to consult an attorney before making any
statement or at any time.

TOWNSEND was asked if he desired to furnish any
information concerning Klan activities in the Philadelphia
and Neshoba County area. TOWNSEND advised that he is not a
member of the Klan and that he has never been approached to
join the Klan. He stated he knows nothing about the Klan
and if he did he probably would not say anything about it.

The following is a description relating to TOWNSEND as
obtained from interview and observations

White
Male

Race
Sex
Date-of -Birth..

F0IA(b)(6)
Mississippi

17Age
5' 11"
175 pounds
Stocky
Dark Brown
Brown
Medium dark
THOMAS FRANKLIN TOWNSEND,
Route 7,
Zephyr Hill Community, Philadelphia,
Mississippi
Mother -THERMERLEE TOWNSEND,
same address

Height
Weight
Build
Hair
Eyes
Complexion
Father

JN 157-
JN 44-1
JN 157-34211/12/64On at

SAs JAMES A. DAY and
NELSON B. KLEIN, JR.sntl

Williamsville, Mississippi ^
11/13/64by Date dictated

sg^lt is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;NW: s nor conclusions of the
your agency.
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JN 44-1
2

Quit NeshOba Central High School
in September, 1964, while in
eleventh grade »

Route 7, Zephyr Hill Community,
Philadelphia, Mississippi
Single
None
None owned, father has 1956
Plymouth
None
Claims none
Service Station attendant
Works full time at Phillips 66
Service Station, Williamsville,
Mississippio Works 6 AM seven
days a week* This station owned
by BILLY POSEY
States has no particular associates
and attends movies in Philadelphia,
Mississippi for recreation
Claims nbne

Education

Residence

Marital Status
Military Service
Automobiles

t

Weapons
Arrests
Occupation
Employment

)>

Associates and
Activities

Arrests

25NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 33



. FD-302 (Rev. 10-11-63)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

December 29. 1964Date

I

TERREL CHARLIE WARD, home address JJ53 East Main Street,
Philadelphia, Mississippi, Superintendent of Education, Neshoba
County, Mississippi, furnished the following information:

WARD stated that he knows nothing of the abduction and
subsequent murder of three civil rights workers, MICHAEL HENRY
SCHWERNER, JAMES EARL CHANEY and ANDREW GOODMAN, in Neshoba
County in June, 1964, other than that which he has read in
newspapers or heard over the radio or television.

He advised that he is not at the present time a member
of the Ku Klux Klan nor has he ever been a member of the Ku Klux
Klan or any other klan type organization in the past. His
only knowledge of such an organization existing in Neshoba County,
Philadelphia area is that which he has read in the newspapers.

The following description of WARD was obtained through
observation and interrogation:

tHNREL CHARLIE WARD
553 East Main Street
Philadelphia, Mississippi
Rural Route 1
Philadelphia, Mississippi
Superintendent of Education
Neshoba County, Mississippi
(elected 1963 for 4 years)
Teacher, Neshoba County Schools
January 18, 1911
Neshoba County, Mississippi
6 feet
195 pounds

Name
Current Home Address:

Past Home Address:

Current Occupation:

Past Occupation:
Date of Birth:
Place of Birth:
Height:
Weight:

JN 157-1243
JN 157-342
JN 44-1nn 12/16/64 Philadelphia, Mississippi

SA J. STEWART KAISER and
by SA RTCHARD A. HARDOCK/amh

File#.

12/22/64Date dictated

NW: s nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
your agency.
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JN 157-342
JN 44-1
2

Large
Light Brown
Brown
Ruddy

Build:
Hair:
Eyes:
Complexion:
Relatives:

Wife:
Daughter:
Daughter:
Daughter:

Education:

DELMA SMITH WARD
SHELBY BREELAND, age 24
KAY SEALE, age 19
GAIL LONG, age 18
East Central College, Mississippi,
2 years, 1934 - 1936;
Mississippi Southern College
at Hattiesburg,Mississippi,
part time attendance for
approximately 9 years beginning
in 1936 (received Bachelor of
Science Degree in 194,2 and Masters
Degree in teaching in 1949)
426-28-9035Social Security Number:

Mississippi Drivers
License Number: 59473

Membership in Organizations:
Mississippi Education Association
School Administrators of the
State of Mississippi

Neshoba County Masonic Lodge
Boy Scouts of America
First Baptist Church of
Philadelphia, Mississippi
(Deacon)

Reverend ROY COLLINS
None other than traffic violations.16 gauge shotgun (make unrecalled)
.22 caliber rifle (make unrecalled)
U. S.Army, 1929
Serial Number 6373662

Associate:
Arrests Admitted:
Weapons Owned:

Military Service:

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 35
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0o• FD'302 {Rev. 10-11-63)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

December 29, 1964
1 Date

LAUREL GILL WEIR was Interviewed by Special
BUTLER and RICHARD T. LAINE at WEIR's business office
Mississippi.

Agents ROBERT P., Philadelphia,

WEIR was immediately advised by SA BUTLER that he did not
have to make any statement and that any statement he did make could
be used against him in a court of law. He was also advised that he
could consult with an attorney of his choice prior to making any
statement.

Mr. WEIR stated that he is not a member of any K1an-type
organization nor does he have any knowledge of the existence of such
an organization in Neshoba County, Mississippi. He further stated
that he has no knowledge of the murders of the three civil rights

, 1964, in Neshoba County, Mississippi. WEIR advised
County Attorney one year ago and . during

the campaign he became known as a '’nigger lover.” To counteract
this rumor he joined the Philadelphia Citizen's Council often
referred to as the "White Citizen's Council.”

workers on June 21
ihat he ran for the office of

Mr. WEIR stated that everything was fine in Neshoba County
until ”We were invaded by whores and Jews who tried to tell us how to
run things.” He stated, "Good people are killed every day in
Mississippi but the FBI only comes in on it when worthless Jews and
nigger lovers are killed.”

SA LAINE expressed surprise at Mr. WEIR's comments in
view of his position as an attorney and Mr. WEIR stated, "Well,
the law Is the law, but my personal feelings are something else."

The following descriptive information was obtained through
observation and interviews

LAUREL GILL WEIR
December 31, 1928, at
Leake County, Mississippi
6'185 pounds
Brown

Name
Date of Birth

Height
Weight
Hair

Jackson 157-1146
Jackson 44-112/15/64 Philadelphia, Mississippi

File #On .at

SAs ROBERT P. BUTLER and
RICHARD T. LAINEsmtl 12/21/64

Date dictatedby
conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

NW:
ns nor
e your agency.
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1146JU 157-1JU 44-12

lull
Medium
Medium
loam
269 Byrd Avenue, Philadelphia,
Mississippi
Box 156
Philadelphia, Mississippi
Attorney at la*Marrlsd
QUIDA HBRRIMC WBIB
four under 13, ell et Done

*§£*8-73*9226428235
Classified 5-A, Local Board 54,
Philadelphia, Mississippi
V, V. Attorney, Philadelphia
DOLLY MBflCPhiladelphia
JBRBY MBXH(deceased)»08«B* WBIB,
Carthage, Mississippi
1964 Oldsmoblle,
1961 Bulok, maroon.

Byes
Build
Complexion
Boars and Marks
Address

Business Address

Ooeupatloa
Marital Status
Wife
Children
Military 8ervloe
Social Security Mo.
SelectiveService Mo.
Selective Servloe
Status

Father
Mother
Brother
Kalf-trother four door, blue-green;Automobiles

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 37
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OO
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

10/28/64Date

1

Mr. EARL YATES was interviewed by SAs JOHN P,
SLAYDEN and SIDNEY J. PRESCOTT at his residence, Lewis
Avenue, at which time he was advised by SA PRESCOTT that
he did not have to furnish any information to the FBI
and that any information he did furnish could be used
against him in a court of law. He was also advised of
his right to counsel.

Mr. YATES advised that he owns a 500 acre farm
situated on Lewis Avenue and has owned this property for
approximately 15 years. He further related that from his
present residence he operates a milk distributorship for
the Pet Milk Company, however, this business is primarily
operated by his son, CHARLES YATES.

Mr. YATES stated that he himself is a retired
pharmacist; however, he occasionally does part time work
at various drugstores in Neshoba County.

Mr. YATES continued that he has never belonged
to any klan-type organization and does not have any infor-
mation to the effect that such an organization exists in
Neshoba County. He said that the only such klan organization
that he would suggest did exist in Neshoba County was the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
and the Council of Federated Organizations.

Mr. YATES stated that he did not approve of the
treatment received by the three civil rights workers in
Philadelphia; however, he did not agree with the reason for
their having been in Neshoba County.

JN 157-
JN 157-342
JN 44-110/22/64 nt Philadelphia, Mississippi^np #On

SA JOHN P. SLAYDEN &
SA SIDNEY J. PRESCOTT 10/26/64;bjmby Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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He stated that he would gladly assist the FBI
in any way which he could but he did not possess any
information concerning any Klan activity in Neshoba County,
Mississippi.

Set forth below is a description of Mr. YATES
as obtained from observation and interviews

Name
Race
Sex
Age
Place of birth
Height
Weight
Eyes
Hair
Build
Complexion
Marital status
Occupation
Residence

EARL YATES
White
Male
73
Neshoba County, Mississippi
5'10"
180 pounds
Blue
Gray
Medium
Ruddy
Married
Retired pharmacist
Lewis Avenue (at end of
paved road)

31NW: 12580 Dodd: 70100159 Page 39
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F E D E R A L B U R E A U O F I N V E S T I G A T I O N

September 21 » 1964Date1

MORRIS THERRELL was advised that he was beinginterviewed by Special Agents of the FBI, and he was advisedby SA HARRINGTON that he did not have to make any stateaentand that he had a right to an attorney prior to making astatement.
TriEBRKIiL
that any information furnished could be used against himin a court of law.

No threats or promises were made to induceto furnish any information and he was advised

THERELL advised that he is the owner of thePhiladelphia Motor Gear Parts which is located in thebusiness district of Philadelphia. He was interviewedin view of the fact that he is a member of the auxiliarypolice.
THERRELL advised that he is not a member ofany klan-type organization and that he has not engaged

in any acts of violence concerning civil rights activities.
He stated that he was in the Independence Quarterson one occasion in the evening hours driving his car butthat this was only a "curiosity trip*,"
THERRELL was asked to furnish information concerningklan-type activities in Neshoba County, and he stated thathe did not believe any klan-type organization existed andif one did, he would not offer any information concerning

:

it.

jyf lif-3429/16/54-atOn ile #

SA JOHN Bo HARRINGTON and
SA HARRY .T SARAZTN ?sab 9/18/64by Date dictated

ThiB document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned toyour agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 41
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ,V

Q/4/64Date

1

After having been advised of the' identities
of the interviewing agents, DENNIS PERSHING DANIELS,
'Columbus Road, Philadelphia, Mississippi, was advised
by SA HARRY J. SARAZIM that he was not required to make
any statement whatsoever, that any statement made by him
could be used against him in a court of law and that he
had the right to consult an attorney at any time.

Mr, DANIELS stated he wished to have Mr,
LAUREL G. WEIR, attorney in Philadelphia, represent him.
Interview was conducted in Mr, WEIR 1 s office in the presence
of WEIR and BILLY JENKINS, DANIELS* son-in-law, Route 3S
Box 399, Philadelphia, Mississippi, DANIELS advised that
he did not want to be interviewed’ unless Mr, JENKINS and
Mr, WEIR were both present.

... Mr. WEIR advised that the Interview would have to
be limited to twenty minutes.

DANIELS advised that he is not a member of the
White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi, has never
been approached to become a member and has never been
associated with that or any other similar organization.
He said he has never heard of the Americans for the
Preservation of the White Race (APWR) and has no idea wh&fc-
the organization ‘is all about,- He'said he is not a, member
of the White Citizens Council of Philadelphia, DMJ21S
advised that he has heard something about the Klan in
Neshoba County and this has mainly been through his observance
of several Klan sponsored handbills which he has recently
seen at the Neshoba County Fair,

DANIELS advised that he does not remember what
he did on either June 16, 1964 or June 21, 1964,

DANIELS advised that he served In
’

the first
World War from October, 1917...to October, 1919 and was

JN 157-342
JN 44-19/2/64 at. Philadelphia, Mississippi #

SAs HARRY J. SARAZIN &
9/3/64shimTHOMAS J, CAPSONby Date dictated —-

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It 19 the property of the FBI and is loaned to
v; it anti :r. & contents are not to he distributed outs
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eventually discharged at Camp Shelby, Mississippi on
a disability. He stated he is presently receiving a
disability check from the government but he does not
know what percentage of disability he is on and said
he does not know what his disability is. He said that
upon his discharge from the army he was examined by a
group of doctors and release^ but he stated that they did
not tell -him the nature of his infirmity.

DANIELS stated that he is willing to be inter-
viewed again if necessary^ however, he requested that
agents not come to his house as his wife is quite nervous
and becomes easily frightened. He stated that any further
contact with DANIELS be made through Attorney LAUREL G. WEIR.

The following description of DANIELS was
obtained through observation and Interview:

White
Male
5,9»
145 pounds
White
Blue
July 3,. 1894
Neshoba County, Mississippi
2" scar top of right wrist
U.-S. Army, October, 1917
to October, 1919
Unemployed
BESSIE E. DANIELS

Race
Sex
Height
Weight
Hair
Eyes
Date of birth
Place of birth
Scars and marks
Military service

Employment
Wife

35
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
}•

;•

9/5/64Date
1

1
!JAMES EDMOND CRAWFORD, Route 2, Philadelphia,was contacted by Bureau Agents with the intention ofinterviewing him relative to Neshoba County "Klan"activities. He advised that he has nothing to say tothe FBI and he stated that he has not done anything anddoes not want to be "bothered” by any more agents in thefuture.

'

JN 157-3^2JN 44-1mm at Philadelphia. Mississippi #

SAs THOMAS J. CARSON &
HARRY J. SARAZIN

On

:

9/4/64ibjrnby
-Date dictated

i

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned toffiYd Docft^b"fWagedWtal'd0"l*‘dyour agency.NW:
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

November 13, 1964Date

WILBURN DAVIS MOORE, SR
BUTLER and RICHARD T. MINE, at the .Democrat Building, where hehas offices and is self-employed as an attorney at law.

Special Agents LAINE and BUTLER immediately Identifiedthemselves as Special Agents of the FBI and SA BUTLER advisedMOORE of his right to consult with an attorney of his choice priorto being interviewed. He was also advised of his right todecline to make any statement, and advised that any statementhe did make could be used against him in a court of law.

was interviewed by SAs ROBERT P.« *

MOORE was requested to furnish descriptive and backgroundinformation regarding himself, and. he advised as follows;

WILBURN DAVIS MOORE, SR
also known as WILBURN MOORE
Post Office Box 305,
Choctaw Gardens,
Philadelphia, Mississippi
656-3027
Attorney at law, self employed
Democrat Building,
Philadelphia, Mississsippi
656-2802
Married
Zephyr Hill High School,
Neshoba County, Mississippi,
graduated 1933;
East Central Junior College,
Decatur, Mississippi, 1935;
Columbus Law University,
Washington, D„ C
(no degree)
Birth U. S
Neshoba County, Mississippi
U. S. Array 1942-1946,
discharged as Technician Third
Class, Army Serial number unrecalled.

True Name
* 9

Residence and
Mailing Address

Home Telephone
Occupation
Business address

Business Telephone
Marital Status
Education

19400 $

May 18, 1915,Citizenship Status •9
Military Record

Jackson 157-Jackson 157-34211/12/64 Philade1phia, Mississippi
.atOn Flle#_i

SAS ROBERT P. BUTLER and
RICHARD T, LATNEsmtl 11/13/64by Date dictated

nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
our ogency.
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1. 1963 Mercury Monterey, four-door,
blue with Vehicle Identification
Mo. 8W2.4527914, 1964 Mississippi
license 50-3579;

2. A 1957 Plymouth four-door blue in
color, with Vehicle Identification
Mo. B31303782, bearing 1964
Mississippi license 50-3578;

3« A 1952 Plymouth, two-door, two-tone
brown in color, with Motor No.
12967184, bearing 1964 Mississippi
license 50-3580

Automobiles

Physical Descriptions

Race
Sex

White
Male
AmericanCitizenship
49Age
5 ? 10|"
185 pounds
Stocky
Medium
Brown, graying
Blue
A li" lateral scar left chin
428-48-416HAZES MO GA1JLSY,
President, Bank of Philadelphia;
M. «. PERRY,
Owner, Deeuser 1 ,ureter Company,
Philadelphia
Alleges none

y past or present affiliation with the
white Knights of the Ku Klux fflan of Mississippi or any knowledge

1 the existence of sue)., an organization, in Neshoba County.

Height
Weight
Build
Complexion
Hair
Eyes
Scars and Marks
Social Security Ho.
Associates

Arrest Record

MOORE denied a (

i

38NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 46
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

January 9, 1965Date
1

HOWARD FANNIN, also known as "Nap" Fannin, wasreinterviewed at his residence located on Highway 16 Westnear Philadelphia, Mississippi. Prior to this interview,FANNIN was advised of the identities of SA J. STEWART KAISERand SA RICHARD T. LAINE as Special Agents of the FBI.SA KAISER advised FANNIN that he did not have to make anystatement and that any statement he did make could be usedagainst
^
him in a court of law and that he had a right towith an attorney prior to making any statement.FANNIN furnished the following information:

FANNIN stated that he had not obtained any informationof value since last contacted. He added that he did not have anyidea who was involved in the burning of the Mt. Zion MethodistChurch, Longdale area, and had no idea who had burned thischurch.
He further advised that he had heard nothing andknew nothing concerning the murder of the three civil rightsworkers in the Philadelphia area. He stated that he wouldimmediately advise the Agents if any such information wasdiscovered by him.

Mr. FANNIN further stated that he knew of no klantype organization in the Philadelphia area and that he hadnot been asked to join any such organization and knew of noone who was a member of any such organization.
The following description of FANNIN was obtainedby observation and interview:

Name:
Also Known As:
Sex:

HOWARD FANNIN
"Nap" Fannin
Male

JN 157-1118
JN 157-342
JN 44-10„_j75/65 nt Philadelphia, Mississippi File #

SA RICHARD T. LAINE and
J. STEWART KAISER /amh 1/5/65by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;It and Hs contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.
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White
April 9, 1908
Neshoba County, Mississippi
5' 8"
145 pounds
Medium
Blue
Gray
Ruddy
Outer part of right ear missing;
6" scar on back neck
Married
ZELENE STEPHENS
Place of birth Vinegar Bend,
Alabama
None, but raising 13 year old
nephew, JOHN KEITH FANNIN, son
of ROLLIE FANNIN, deceased.
High school, graduated Linwood
High School, Neshoba County,
Mississippi, 1947
Army from June 16, 1942 to
December 24, 1944, Army Serial
Number 34279924 »

1963 Chevy II, white in color,
1965 Mississippi plates 5OB244

Race:
Date of Birth:
Place of Birth:
Height:
Weight:
Build:
Eyes:
Hair:
Complexion:
Scars and Marks:

Marital status:
Wife:

Children;

Education:

Mi 1itary Setvice:

Automobiles:

1964 metallic blue Chevy II,
1965 Mississippi license 50B245
Farmer
Retired
Prior to 1945, operator of
cafe (Honky Tonk) Philadelphia,
Mississippi, area;
Cab driver, Birmingham, Alabama,
late 1940's;

Occupation:
Employment:
Previous Lrr.p layments:

40NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 48
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Driver for Allied Lines,
Mayflower and Eagle Truck
Lines, Birmingham, Alabama,
late 1940!s and early 1950's;
Operator of Spur Service
Station, early 1950's;
Farmer during the late 1950's
656=1704
Philadelphia, Mississippi

Telephone Number;

Social Security
Number; Not Available

4:1NW: 12580 Dodd: 70100159 Page 49
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January 9» 1965DateJ,

JOHN OHIO RISHER was interviewed at the Risher Radio Supply
Company, Inc., 3510’ 8th Street, Meridian. He was told by SA HILBERT
ARPS that he need not furnish any information, that any information ,

he furnished could be used against him in court and that he was
entitled to consult an attorney before furnishing any information.
RISHER furnished the following informations

He is not and never has been a. member of the Ku Klux Klan,
1100» has he ever attended nor been invited to attend any Klan meetings
or functions:. He knows of no one who may be a klan member and he
knows nothing of any klan activities. He is opposed to violence and
believes that despite anyone’s feelings on racial issues, it is
everyone's duty to abide by the law. Those who are responsible for
acts of violence and who take the law into their own hands should be
punished.

RISHER was asked if he were a klansman, would he admit it.
He replied that he could not answer that question as he is not a
klansman. He did not feel he could afford to become involved in
klan activities as to do so could injure his business. RISHER was
asked If he would tell the FBI If he should hear of any acts of
violence being planned and he said he would.

The following Is a description of RISHER as obtained from
him at the time of interviews

Name
BIrthdate
Birthplace
Height
Weight
Eyes
Hair
Race
Sex
Parents
Wife

JOHN OTKO RISHER
September 21, 1920
Leake County. Mississippi
5' 8”
200 pounds
Brown
Gray - balding considerably
White
Male
Tip pj£|<sSp

MILDRED RISHER, nee MADISON
residing with him.

Jackson 157-1142
Jackson 157-343
Jackson 44-1

1/6/65 Meridian, Mississippi
File#.On. at

SAs HILBERT ARPSj and
HARRY L„ LEEsmtl 1/7/65

by Date dictated
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ogency;
It and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogency.
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STEVE, age 8
HUBERT RXSHER, Madden, Mississippi,
operator of general merchandise storey
TALLY RXSHER, Madden, Mississippi,
gasoline track driver
Mrs. LLOYD(FLORENCE) BREWERY,
Madden, Mississippi!..

Mrso J» Ae (ANNIE)DENNIS,
Madden, Mississippi!
Mrs. WILLIE(THELMA) MILLER,
Madden, Mississippi!
Mrs. GLOVER (LENA PEARL)RUSSELL,
Holly Ridge, Louisiana
Poplar Street, Philadelphia, Mississippi
Risher Radio Supply Company,
3510 8th Street, Meridian, Mississippi
U. S. Army 1943 to about 1945
Serial No. 1417188?
Equivolent of six years of college

Children
Brothers.

Sisters

Address
Business

Military Service

Education

43NW: 12580 Dodd: 70100159 Page 51
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The following is descriptive data concerning OIEN LOWELLBURRAGB:

White
Kale

Race
Sex
Bate of Birth.
Place of Birth
Height
Weight
Build'
Hair

F0IA(b)(6)
Mississippi

5' 11"
175 pounds
Stocky
Brown, slightly curly, high
receding hair line
Brown
Ruddy
Small mole between eyes, slightly
to right and above eyebrows
Service No„ 6562529, 1. S. Marine
Corps, in service from May, 1947 to
May, 1959
Owner, Glen Burrage Trucking Company
Route 9, Post Office Box 22,
Philadelphia,Mississippi

, High school l"
Divorced from former wife,
ARLENE FREDERICK, 1950, Neshoba
County, formerly from Edinburg,
Mississippi, whereabouts unknown
AUBINE BURRAGE, nee Clark*Two?
JIMMY WAYNE, age 10, and
OLEM, ,JR., age 11
RUBY COPELAND,
Highway 16, between BeKalb and.
Philadelphia,. Mississippi
WILLIAM COPELAND,
same address '

BILLY BURRAGE, .

Houston, Texas,
machinist -at -General Electric
Claims none except for traffic
violations

Eyes
Complexion
Scars and Marks

Military Record

Occupation
Employment Address

Education
Marital Status

Present Wife
Children

• *rSister *

Brother-in-law
Brother

. «

Arrest Record

45NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 53
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*!
'112 gauge shotgun, double barrels

22 automatic rifle;
22 Sears rifle, J. C. Higgins;.38 special Smith and Wesson;
25 automatic
1958 Ford pickup, light green,
1964 Mississippi license
F578060;
1964 Chevrolet, f'oxar-door light brown
Mississippi license 50-2665 o

Firearms
v il.

Automobiles

$

t
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The following is a description of W. H. PETTISs

W. Ho PETTIS
May 315 1928
Philadelphia, Mississippi

Name
Born

6'Height
eight . 217 pounds

White
Male
Brown
Brown
Moles on right side of forehead
IF, So Army Air Corps, March 13,
1943, to February 27, 1547,
Honorable Discharge, U. S. Army
Serial Ho, 14.186721

h-
Face
Sex
Eyes
Hair
Sears and Marks
Military Service

OH So Air Force, December 28,
1951, to December 7, 1955,
Honorable Discharge
Self-employed, Pulpwood Contract
Heavy truck driver, employed for
BURMAM TUCKER, Philadelphia,
Mississippi)
Petroleum Transporters, Inc.,
Jackson, Mississippi, 1947-51

Present Occupation
Former Employment

Relatives
Wife
Father
Mother
Brother

Former Addresses

BONNIE Ho PETTIS
WILLIE LEE PETTIS
Deceased
JAMES THEO PETTIS
March, 1946
Route 1,
Philadelphia, Mississippi

February, 1947
279 Gun Street,
Philadelphia, Mississippi

December, 1955
Route 1
Philadelphia, Mississippi
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279 Gun Street
PhiladeIndia* Miss1ssinn!
C-1392560I

Present Address

Veterans Administra-
tion Claim

' Humber Veterans Administration Center,
Jackson, Mississippi
Approximately 195& ukite over
light ' blue 3uick, 1954 Mississippi

cense 50-911

Automobile

T -iLi'.*.

656-3459Hose telephone
12 gauge shot gun;.22 automatic.-’pistol
FETE JORDAE

VJeaoous

Acquaintances
Philadelphia, Mississippi
(employed as salesman for JGRBAE
for approximately tvio years since-
approximately 'fey, 1962)

j

"HOP" BAREEET
Former Sheriff
Philadelphia, Mississippi

- 4- 5

CECIL PRICE
. Deputy Sheri
Philadelphia

ff
Mississippi$

KEREAE TUOOsR
Employer
Philadelphia, Mississippi

GLEE BERRAGB
MississippiPhiladelphia

V

4SNW: 12580 Dodd: 70100159 Page 56



o oVi
s A‘JOoOd3X

A <joH 1

- -- OtiZIX J ^ A.:

. oa.ix

0

JM 44-1
JTKsmtl
i

The following is a description of HERMAN TUCKERs

August 2, 1928
Philadelphia. Mississippi
6^ 1"
I65 pounds
Black
Blue
4 years high school
Truck driver, contractor
Self employed,,
PhiladeIphia5 Mississipoi
Married, wife KATHERINE JOLLY
TUCKER

Born

Height
Weight
Hair
Eyes
Education
Occupation
Employment

Marital Status

Relatives
"’ather VABEN SAMUEL TUCKER

Route 5
Philadelphia, Mississippi
RICEARB HILLMAN TUCKER
Route 5
Philadelphia, Mississippi
U„ So Army, September 20, 1946, to .

March 2, L§47, honorable discharge, On
Certificate of Disability for
Discharge because of "deafness,
mixed type, right, mild left,
mode second to repeated otitis
media"
Array Serial Number 14241900
¥0 So Array, September 8, 1954, to
September 27, 1954, Honorable
Discharge by reason of "Physical
laceration of tendons sustained - in-19510"

C-119T3554
Veterans Administration
Jackson, Mississippi
Route 7, Box 101
Philadelphia, Mississippi

Brother

Military. Record

Veterans Administra-
tion Claim Number

Residence
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Green and white Chevrolet
approximately 1955 model,
1964 Mississippi license

Automobiles

50-4802
656-1630Telephone Number

Associates and Employees CLARENCE WELCHER
Philadelphia, Mississippi

ODELL WELCHER
Philadelphia, Mississippi

EUGENE WELCHER
Philadelphia, Mississippi

W. Ho PETTIS
Philadelphia, Mississippi

RUFUS SMITH
Philadelphia, Mississippi

CLYDE WHITE
Philadelphia, Mississippi

BILL GRAFTON
Philadelphia, Mississippi

50NW: 12580 Dodd: 70100159 Page 58



JN 157-1544JN 44-1
JTKimtl
1

The following is a description of BILLY WAYNE POSEY:
BILLY POSEYResidence and Mailing Route 2, East Long Drive,
Philadelphia, Mississippi
Married
Manager, Phillips 66
Service Station
Phillips 66 Service Station,
North Side of Highway 16,
Williamsville, Mississippi656-9963
Unknown
U. S.
December 2, 1936, Neshoba
County, Mississippi
Alleges none
1958> two-door Chevrolet, solid
red in color, Vehicle IdentificationNumber D58S189613* 1964 Mississippilicense 50-4833 « Car recently
purchased from used ear dealer
in Newton, Mississippi, named
SMITH
Pistol (Make and caliber unknown)

Allas

Address
Marital Status
Occupation

Business Address

Business Telephone
Education
Citizenship
Date of Birth

Military Service
Automobile

Available Weapons

Physical description:

Race
Sex
Citizenship
Age
Height
Weight
Build
Hair
Eyes
Characteristic

White
Male
American
27 years
6' 2"
150 pounds
Slender
Brown, receding
Blue
Wears glasses and has crossed
right eye
424-42-4582Social Security No.
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Wife
Children
Special Abilities
Associates

KATE POSEY
Pour under age of eight years
Unknown
PETE JORDAN;
OLEN BURRAGE;
Sheriff CLARENCE RAINEY;
Deputy Sheriff CECIL PRICE(all of Philadelphia, Mississippi)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply,Please Refer to
File No.

Jackson, Mississippi

January 13, 1965

Title: WHITE KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX
KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI, NESHOBA
COUNTY KLAVERN, PHILADELPHIA,
MISSISSIPPI

Character: RACIAL MATTERS

Reference: Report of Special Agent ALEXANDER
JAMIESON dated and captioned as
above at Jackson, Mississippi.

All sources (except any listed below), whose
identities are concealed in referenced communication, have
furnished reliable information In the past.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are
not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Director, FBI 1-21-65
SAC, Jackson

SAMDXL HOLLOWAY BOOTS,
Ifsrlal Wizard, White KalgbCf
of the Ku Kkx Klan of Misstaaippl;

urn mans OF THE KU nux KLAHor MISSISSIPPI

9M of tbt principal reasons for the successful
operation of the Mhite Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of
Mississippi during the year it has been in existence lies
ia the basic policy of the organisation to
end no HO publicfor itself.

ity of the officers of the organisation,
no fanes1 headquarters has ever been put up and no publicity
statsesnts aside froai the periodic appearance of the
publication "The Klan-Ledger" mare ever nsda.

SAMJEL HOLLOUAY BOOTS, the laperiel Visard of
the organisation, USt rear pssslxm"for anoaiiiity'as a klan

appearing in public, in preaching
along religious lines, will carry on for hours at any ties ha
has an audience, but rarely in his public appearances does
he delve into the klan Itself or discuss the policies or
pcogr
be acceptable in public. Be never talks about klan action,
klan violence or the vicious aspects of the klan, except to
a few key officers of the organisation or individuals in whoa
ha has substantial trust as klan activists.

leader. Be delights in

of the klan, even those areas that would noraally

F0IA( b)(7) - ( D)
It appears desirable to air the fact that the White

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi purports to be a
state-wide organization, that BOOTS la its leader and

to taka such action, we have secured, r
of the Chriatoesapproximately 300 coplthrough

4 - Bureau(Inc, - 1)(KM)
2 - Jackson

(1 - 157-18;(Jp- 157-63)
Searched———Serialised—-
Indexed
Filed-—".gr~ —

AJ7l
8^o£?d: 70100159 Page 65NW: 125
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JM 157*18
M 157*85

F0IA( b)(7) - ( D)
edition of Ho Xlsa-'Ledger.” A «097 of the publication
la enclosed far the bureau's information.

To taplament the suggestion act forth above*Jackson daairaa to mail oopiaa of this publication to all
lling list, aa anil aa other

aoloatod persona la the State of Misoissigfi, BOWBtt has
actually a ooaparable mailing |

I la addition to the aailing* it la desired
if the Swoon agrees that the Bureau print envelopes for
the Jaehson Office which will bear on the front in the upper
lefthaad earner the following legend:

The Xian*Ledger
A "ChristianH Publication.

newspapers aa the office

On the back aa a return address, the following
legend should bo printed:

Soauol Holloway Bowers
Xaporial Wiaard
White Knights of the Xu Klux Xian
of Mississippi

Political Investigator
Expert Pinball Mechanic
820 South fourth Avenue
Laurel* Mississippi.
Me would also like a rubber ataep which would

fit in the lefthaad corner of "The Xlan-Ladger" alongside the
easthead bearing the legend:

genual Halloway Sowara
Author and Xaporial Visard
Vhite Knights of the Ha Kiss Xian of
Mississippi•20 South fourth Avenue

Laurel* Mississippi

- 2 *
NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 66
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JN 157-18
JN 157-85 \

Upon nctipc, these twtkpn «111 1M staffed
with copies of *ths Klee-Ledger" which will he appropriately
steeped sad asiled to naespspm sad ether individuals who
weald hcvt sa interest la tmarlwg ears sheet the hlsa sad
Its lssders throughowt the Hat* ef Mississippi* Yestape
will he perfhssed far the walling wed the sawslopes actually
pissed la dw wells st Laurel , Mississippi.

i

’

i

i

e J •
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SAC, JACKSON (157-1441) 1/24/65

SA JOHN MILLIARD THOMAS

JASPER BUFORD
HM

(001 Jackson)

Captioned Individual who has bean reported In the
past to be an Exalted Cyclops In the Ru Klux Xian In Warren
County, Mississippi, vras Interviewed at the Spencer Chemical
Company. Rifle Range Road. VioXaburg, Mississippi by SAs JOHNillllARD THOMAS and ROBERT F. COOPER, JR., on 1/20/65.

JASPER BUFORD was more friendly toward Agents during
this interview than he was during the first Interview conduct-ed during November, 1964 at his hone. BUFORD advised he is
not a member of the Xian and he does not know any persons who
are members, when asked If he did know such persons would he
advise the FBI, and he said he did not know whether he **rald or
not. He said he would like to meet face to face with any per-son who says that he (BUFORD) Is a member of the Klan.

JASPER BUFORD was asked about the shooting Into the
home of HXSRY WILLIAMS and the burning of three Negro Masonic
Halls on the night of 1/18/65, and he denied any knowledge of
this activity and claimed he does not have any Information per-taining to this aotlvity. BUFOHD said he did not participate
in that activity and does not know who did it.

Additional contacts are planned/ with BUFOHD in an
effort to determine whether he will furnish Information per-taining to Klan members and activity in Warren County or else-where.

FD-302 concerning this Interview dictated and designa-ted for appropriate files.
V*/

SEARChED
_
|NdtXtD ~

SERIALIZED FILED
1 - 157-1441157-267 (

157- 63 (
JAN 281965 /XXX Warren County)

WXXXX, Mississippi) HBi —JACKSON A/

/(3)
/NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 68



1/24/65SAC, JAOKSOH (157-1719 )

SA JOHI WILLARD THOMAS

J. LESTER PHILLIPS
RM

(OOt Jackson )

Captioned person has been reported in the past to
be a Kleagle In the Xu Xlux Klan in Warren County, Miss* He
has been interviewed several tines, always after sons incident
involving violence in Warren County,
hostile attitude toward Bureau Agents during interviews. He
will neither deny nor admit membership in the Klan. About one
and one half years, he is reliably reported to have approach-ed a member of the Tioksburg, Mississippi PD and furnished him
with an application for membership in the Klan, along with
a sheet of paper listing many reasons why a person should join
the Klan. Last Pall, 1964. he was observed by a member of
the Vicksburg PD actually distributing nThe Klan Ledger” on
the street in Vicksburg, while riding in an old model Plymouth
oar bearing unknown Hew Jersey lioense plates,
non-commital in answering any questions about the foregoing
mentioned activity.

He does not express a

PHILLIPS is

J. LESTER PHILLIPS was interviewed on 1/23/65 by SAs
JOHH MILLIARD THOMAS and ROT MC BAVIEL at his home located on
Route #5, Vicksburg, Mississippi, concerning the shooting into
the home of HHHHY WILLIAMS and about the Negro buildings (3)
which were burned down on the evening of l/18/b5 » PHILLIPS
denied knowing anything about this activity. He said during
the pertinent time, his wife had been in the Hospital for
surgery and he had been taking oare of her.

PD-302 dictated and designated for appropriate files.
Additional interviews are planned with PHILLIPS in an

effort to asoertain whether he will furnish information of any
value pertaining to the Klan in Warren County or elsewhere.

L ,' : , iLl- 157-1719
157-267 ( KKX Warren County )
157-63

1 -
i:

" - 1‘VDcXcD
~Nic > s

i- L

( WKXKK, Mississippi )
JWT/ jt frBi-.JACKSON .( 3 )
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SAC, JACKSON (157-1050) 1/25/65

SA JOHN WILLIARD THOMAS

CLARENCE BENTON NEWMAN, aka"Buddie” Neman
RM

(00; Jackson)

Captioned Individual Is the eleoted representative fromIssaquena County, Mississippi to the State Legislature, and wasreported as the Klan Organiser for that County at Valley Park,Mississippi.
CLARENCE BENTON NEWMAN was interviewed at his home inValley Park on 1/5/65 at which time he denied being a member ofthe Klan and denied knowing anyone who was a member of the Klan.He said he knew nothing about any Klan literature being distributedin Issaquena County, and he denied any knowledge of plans to bringKlan literature into the County.
It is not contemplated that additional interviews will beconducted with NEWMAN unless violence erupts in Issaquena County,or unless additional information is received that such interviewsare essential and necessary.
FD-302 previously dictated and designated for appropriate

V

files.

1 - 157-10501 - 157-1507 (KKK Issaquena County)3US7*63 (WKKKK, Mississippi) / &
(3)

— I N D E X E D
FILED ..

£ BI — JACKSON x*
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1/26/65SAC, JACKSON(157*2121)

SA SAMUEL M.JENNINGS

RETUS 6.BILBO
RACIAL MATTERS

lofonttioD recently netlvtd from racial Informants
of the Jackson Office reflects that a Reverend BILBO of Jeffer-alactadsea Darts County
Knights of the Kn Kins Klaa of Mississippi Airing Ospastier, 1964.State Chaplain of the White

During investigation of another natter in Jefferson
Davis County on January 19, 1965, SAs SAMDEL M.JENNINGS and
101 F.RODMAN, went to the boon of captioned individual which
is located on Route 42, northwest of Prentiss, Mississippi, near
the county line. It was planned to conduct a pretext interview
with Reverend BILBO regarding voter registration natters in
Jefferson Davis County. Mrs.BILBO answered the door and indicated
that her husband, Reverend RETUS G.BILBO, was not
ha is the only Reverend BILBO in Jefferson Davis County and they
are registered voters in that county having registered last year.
The above Agents did not identify theaseives, however, since s

r of FBI Agents hed been working for several days in Jeffer-lnqulry

and that

son Davis County, shs nay have assumed that this was
by the FBI.

It was noted during the above visit that there were
three vicious looking German Shepard dogs in pens or chained in
the backyard of the BILBO's residence.

On January 20, 1965, SAs ROT F.RODMAN sad MERRILL E.
MC CLOUGHAM returned to the BILBO residence for the purpose of
conducting a pretext investigation regarding voter registration
natters in Jefferson Davis County. Reverend BUBO was not at
home end Ids wlfa indicated he was visiting
Mrs. BILBO indicated clearly that she did not wish to discuss the
ttar of voter registration. She mentioned that bar husband

was traveling In a green Chevrolet pickup truck. Two automobiles
ware observed in the backyard, a late model green Buick, 1965
Mississippi license #33D-225(possibly a visitor), and a late
model white 4-door Oldsmobile, license masher 33D-147.
2 - 157-2121NW: 125^dlD©cIl5^0^O159 Page 71
SNJ/ves
(3)

sick persons.

\
\
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JM 157*2121
\

Tha ttltphoM nabtr for Reverend BILBO 1«
i925*3021. i

Located on Boat* 42 % nil* toward Praatifi,
Mlsiiiilppl, from tha BUBO residence is tha old Hebron
Baptist Church which la ballavad Raverand BILBO is tha
pastor.

i

Investigation should be conducted to determine
additional information regarding Reverend BILBO since it
appears obvious that he is Identical with the State Chaplain
of tiui White Knights of the Kn Klnx Klaa.

i
i

i

2
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5010-107OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1062 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: SAC, JACKSON (157-714)(P) 1/27/65DATE:TO

: SA JOHN L. MARTINFROM

SUBJECT: M0RDAUNT HAMILTON
F0IA( b)(7) - ( D) previously advised that SAM

BOWERS, Imperial Wizard, WKKKKOM, had been confronted
by an unknown Klansman at a Klan meeting in Hattiesburg,
Miss. The Klansman, during the course of the meeting,
accused BOWERS of "wasting money". The Klansman pulled
a: gun on BOWERS and made him sit down and listen to his
complaints. This unknown Klansman was later identified
as (FNU) HAMILTON.

; BOWERS advised the source that he would take
four or five bodyguards, go to Hattiesburg and "try"
the Klansman.

I
On Monday, 1/25/65, BILLY BIRDSONG and (FNU)

SYKES traveled from Meridian, Miss., to Laurel, Miss.,
met with SAM BOWERS and two Laurel Klansmen and proceeded
to: Hattiesburg, Miss. The group was to meet a contact in
Hattiesburg. When they met their contact they were advised
that if they wanted to see HAMILTON they would "have to
come and get him".

SAM BOWERS and his four bodyguards proceeded to
HAMILTON'S home where they were met by armed Hattiesburg
Klansmen who would not allow them to see HAMILTON. SAM

1- 157-714
2- 157-66
1-1- 44-1A-) 157-63
JLMiish f(6)

\J

J r

/57- £ 3-69?580 Docld: 70100159 /$/££
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F0IA(b)(7) - (C)

J* 157-714

SMBS sad his an Uft Mttlariwgt without rpartnering
ths "tsicr. MUXS told L wolantoorod
to kill mm,TOM, that ths Tapsrisi fftsard wwld hm

Sours* MS sdvissd that (THU) &1M3MKXH, s
wsolthy BtttlMkaes rssld—t, «•present st the —ttlag
Short mmaow coofrootad MUSKS. BAMUTOH sods ATfpseww
refimd his lalttSfcloa doss. BAMXLTQM with drss tftnOSSM&|
Kiss Iws ths UKBBPM iecswliig to the source. Tbs
Bettloshurg QCSHM uadsr HAHUTON's leadership are ass
Isdspssdsst sad srs net s part of ths WXXXKOM or the 0K4.

Zt Is ths opinion of ths source that s serious
coofrtratatloo betasso ths BsttiMhas Hen sad ths state
Timm asy talcs pises within ths nesr fitters.

i

2
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SAC* JACKSOH (170-125) 1/25/65

SA JOHN MILLIARD THOMAS
F0IA( b)(7) - ( D)

> s

^ RI NON-ORGANIZATIONAL
This la to record the following information pertaining

td captioned individual who approached SA THOMAS at approximately
k*52 PM* 1/25/65 on the.front atepa of the 0. S.Poet Office and
Federal Court Building* Vicksburg* Misalaaippl* displaying an
Antagonistic and angry attitude* He said he did not appreciate
the fact that SA THOMAS and SA ROBERT F. COOPER had stopped at the
{Julf Station on 1/21/65 asking for
I’m helping the FBI".

\\ \

(SA THOMAS telephonically contacted
And asked him to come by the FBI RAd and he said he had a flat
jtire and was at the Gulf State Station on Clay Street and to come
up there if the FBI wanted to talk to him. SAs THOMAS and COOPSR
did stop at the Gulf Service Station located at 1301 Clay St
and inquired for
was actually located at the Gulf State Station located at 1325
Slay Street.)

i t
'•sI V \

'N\\I v
1 V' \ »

% \ \\ vv%V

and "giving them the idea
.
i i

on 1/21/65!
< '

•9
without Identifying themelyea.

s
H Vi
V,

The above does have an unintended effect* however* this
believes was intentional and has made him

Said he intended to post his residence property with "Ho
Tresspassing" signs immediately* and will advertise in the Vicks-burg Newspaper on 1/26/65 that he has done this* and he does not
want the FBI or anyone elss on his property and the next time
he sees the FBI or anyone alas on his property "I will shoot you
off my proprty". He also said not to come to

whore he works and not to oall any more. SA
J that if/ the occasion arose where Agents desired

to contact him* they would do so at any time »
next tine any Agents approached him they had better have a warrant
of arrest for him. SA THOMAS said perhaps this could be arranged*then stomped off.

i| u

la what d.w

THOMAS told
!

said the

*,

Local law snforcsnent officers and agents of Internal
Revenue were advised of remarks of

JWT/jt 1 - f

(3) 1 - 157-267 (KKK Wareen County)
(T)- 157-63 (WKKKK* Mississippi)

f

!.

JAN 2 ? /

. w : —-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
INVESTIGATIVE PERIODOFFICE OF ORIGIN DATEREPORTING OFFICE

/

l/ft/65 11/18/64 - 1/4/65JACKSON JACKSON
TYPKD BYREPORT MADE BYTITLE OF CASE
amhSA JAMES A. DAY

WHITE KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX
KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI
LAUDERDALE AND NESHOBA
COUNTY KLAVERNS

CHARACTER OF CASE

RACIAL MATTERS

REFERENCE:

Report of SA RICHARD A. HARRISON, 11/17/64 at Jackson.

- P

ADMINISTRATIVE:

Copies of this report are being furnished Atlanta,
Charlotte, New Orleans and Savannah in view of dissemination
to military intelligence,.headquarters covered by those Divisions.

This report was prepared to include all up-to-date
informant information regarding the background concerning the
plans of the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi
(WKKKKOM) to kill MICHAEL SCHWERNER, burning of the Mt. Zion
Church and participation of Klan members in the killing and burying
of the bodies of MICHAEL SCHWERNER r ANDREW GOODMAN and JAMffS CHANEY.

/ SPECIAL AGENT
IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOWAPPROVED

COPIES MADE:

/57- 7 —

COPIES - SEE COVER PAGE B SEARCHED .

SER/AUZfc'D
.INDEXED
F/LED^„

- /6"? ~ 3/3
- /f? - 3 /2U
vr?'0>3

1965
FBT KSON
Z
7

NOTATIONS/DISSEMINATION RECORD OF ATTACHED REPORT

AGENCY.
REQUEST RECO..
DATE FWD.
HOW FWD.
BY
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JN 157-343
JN 157-342

COPIES

7 - Bureau

1$ - Jackson (TO BE DISSEMINATED LATER)

1 - INTO, Ft. McPherson, Georgia

1 - ONI, 6th ND, Charleston, S. C,

1 - OSI, Barksdale Air Force Base,
Louisiana

1 - Atlanta (Info)

1 - Charlotte (Info)

- New Orleans (Info)

1 - Savannah (Info)

5 - Jackson
2 - 157-343
2 - 157-342

<3> 157-63

IT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT NO DISSEMINATION OF
THIS REPORT BE MADE OUTSIDE OF THE FBI UNTIL AFTER THE TRIAL
OF THOSE INVOLVED IN THE MIBURN INVESTIGATION.

It is felt that the burning of the Mt. Zion Methodist
Church in Neshoba County was one of the events closely tied in
with the subsequent abduction and murder of the three civil
rights workers. Separate report including the other activities
of the Neshoba County Klavern of the WKKKKOM and the Lauderdale

- B -
Cover PageNW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 77
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JN 157-343
JN 157-342

County Klavern activities of the WKKKKOM are being prepared
for immediate dissemination.

Some of the information attributed to informants
in this report is the opinion of these informants and is
being reported as such as it is felt that this information
serves a definite purpose since the informants are closely
associated with those individuals responsible for the murder
of GOODMAN, CHANEY and SCHWERNER and are, so to speak,
"expert" opinions concerning activities of these individuals

This report is not being prepared as a prosecutive
report and some length has been utilized in setting forth
background concerning the WKKKKOM for the purpose of clarity

Information from HfiRAQE DOYLE BARNETTE and JAMES
EDWARD JORDAN has been extracted from original FD 302s and
signed statements of these individuals and placed within
appropriate captions in this report. The original of the
signed statements and 302s are located in JN 44'*1, the
MIBURN investigation.

No specific leads are being set out in this matte*'
as a separate report containing leads is being prepared,

INFORMANTS:

FOIA(b)(7)-(D) ORIGINAL INFORMATION ININFORMANT

JN T-l is

JN T-2 is

JN T-3 is

— c —
Cover Page
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JN 157-342
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F0IA(b)(7) - ( D)
gmmammmmm:INFORMANT

*
JN T-4 is

JN T-5 is
*

JN T-6 is

JN T-7 is ;
i;

JN T-8 is

:
;

:

:

;

,

D*
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cFD-204 (Rev.8-M9)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - INTC, Ft. McPherson, Georgia
1 - ONI, 6th ND, Charleston, S, C.
1 m OSI, Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisi%ia

SA JAMES,A. DAY
January 9, 1961

Copy to:

JACKSONOffice:Report of:
Date;

y

Bureau File No,:Field Office File No.i 157-343
157-342WHITE KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI
LAUDERDALE AND NESHOBA COUNTY KLAVERNS

Title:

RACIAL MATTERSCharacter:

:

Confidential informants report that MICHAEL SCHWERNER,
COFO worker at Meridian, Miss., was a target for
"elimination" by Lauderdale Klavern. An approval
for this action was obtained from the State organization.
Beatings at and burning of Mt. Zion Methodist Church
at Neshoba County following a joint Lauderdale and
Neshoba County meeting was planned to lure SCHWERNER to
that area. Individuals identified as participants in the
abduction, killing and burial of MICHAEL SCHWERNER,
ANDREW GOODMAN and JAMES CHANEY ,j identified as members
of the Lauderdale and Neshoba County Klaverns,
White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi.

Synopsis:
:

P

DETAILS:

A characterization of the White Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan of Mississippi, hereinafter referred to as WKKKK0M, is
included in the appendix of this report.

Unless otherwise indicated, the term Klan will refer
to the WKKKKOM and the Cferm Klansman will refer to individuals
who are members of this organization.

12580,^,.^,. itc8oSSn^.Qon8 nor conclusion, of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI end is ionised to your nnency; it nod
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

*



JN 157-343
JN 157-342

BACKGROUND

According to confidential informant JN T-l, the
Lauderdale Klavern of the WKKKKOM was organized in about March,
1964. The first person in Lauderdale County known to have
been "obligated” into the Klan was C. WALLACE MILLER, a Sergeant
on the Meridian Police Department, who was obligated by
"Preacher" EDGAR RAY KILLEN, a Neshoba County Klansman and
a Baptist Minister. The Klan in Lauderdale County grew
rapidly and according to JN T-l had about 200 members by
June, 1964.

MICHAEL HENRY SCHWERNER is a native of New York,
New York. He came to Meridian, Mississippi in January, 1964
as a Council of Federated Organizations (COFO) worker and was
actively engaged in voter registration matters in Meridian and
the surrounding area. His work in this regard was conducted
contrary to Klan objectives and he was identified as an
enemy of the Klan.

JAMES EARL CHANEY was a Negro male from Meridian,
Mississippi who actively participated in the integration
activities with SCHWERNER on behalf of COFO. He was frequently
seen in SCHWERNER 1 s company and they traveled throughout
the Meridian area together.

ANDREW GOODMAN was also from New York City and
was a college student who elected to take part in the
"summer project". During June, 1964, he went to Oxford, Ohio
where he received some instructions and came to Meridian,
Mississippi on June 20, 1964 as a potential COFO workerr

CHANEY, SCHWERNER and GOODMAN are reported to have
left Meridian, Mississippi on June 21, 1964 in a 1963 blue Ford
station wagon to go to near Philadelphia, Mississippi in
Neshoba County, Mississippi, to inspect the ruins of the
burned Mt. Zion Methodist Church. They were arrested by
Neshoba County Deputy Sheriff CECIL RAY PRICE at about 3;30

2
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JN 157-343
JN 157-342

or 4:00 P.M. on June 21, 1964 and released at about 10:30 P.M.
the same date. The station wagon in which they had been
traveling was located burned on June 23,1964 in Neshoba County,
Mississippi.

The bodies of SCHWERNER, GOODMAN and CHANEY were
located in an earthen dam on the farm of OLEN BURRAGE on
August 4, 1964. Autopsy reports said that all three had been
shot.

PLANS TO KILL MICHAEL SCHWERNER

On November 29, 1964, JN T-l advised that BILLY
BIRDSONG, Lauderdale County Klansman, stated on October 26,
1964 that the killing of MICHAEL SCHWERNER had been approved
by the State Organization of the Klan sometime prior to the
burning of the Mt. Zion Methodist Church on June 16, 1964.

On October 1, 1964, JN T-l advised that he had
had a conversation with BILLY BIRDSONG at which time BIRDSONG
stated that the reason that the Mt. Zion Methodist Church
was burned was specifically to get MICHAEL SCHWERNER to come
to Philadelphia, Mississippi.

On October 26, 1964, confidential informant JN T-2
advised that two or three weeks prior to the murder of the
three civil rights workers, "Preacher" KILLEN made the statement
that plans were being made to kill MICHAEL SCHWERNER and that
attempts were being made to get a heavy equipment operator
from Neshoba County into the Klan.

On October 28, 1964, JN T-2 stated that "Preacher”
KILLEN had a prearranged setup with Lauderdale County Klansmen
that the Lauderdale County Klansmen would assist the Neshoba
County Klan in the event COFO workers were arrested.

On November 7, 1964, confidential informant JN T-3
advised that during March, 1964, the Klan planned at a State

3
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JN 157-343
JN 157-342

Meeting to eliminate a person they referred to as "GOATEE”.
"GOATEE" is the Klan name for MICHAEL SCHWERNER. At a later
date the Meridian Klavern had a vote as to whether "GOATEE"
should be eliminated although no vote was taken as members
were advised that the vote was unnecessary since the State
Klan had already voted to eliminate MICHAEL SCHWERNER,

On November 11, 1964, JN T-l advised that he had met
with SAM BOWERS, Imperial Wizard of the Klan, on November 3, 1964.
During the course of the conversation which took place with
several Lauderdale County Klavern Klansmen, BOWERS was
reported to have stated that he wanted no Klan activity
until after the trials were over in the Neshoba County
killings as the Klan could not afford to pay the expenses
already incurred in Lauderdale and Neshoba Counties. Informant
stated that since BOWERS made the statement that the Klan was
paying some of the expenses incurred as a result of the killing
of SCHWERNER, GOODMAN and CHANEY, the State must have approved
the actions that took place on June 21, 1964, when these
individuals were killed.

On November 18, 1964, JN T-3 advised that SAM
BOWERS, Imperial Wizard of the Klan, spoke at a meeting on
November 12, 1964. Informant stated that after having known
BOWERS for sometime and listening to him talk about the Jews
that BOWERS was especially interested in the activities of
MICHAEL SCHWERNER because BOWERS considered him typical of
the "Communist - Jew" and approved the killing of SCHWERNER.
Informant further opined that when Klansmen had an opportunity
to kill SCHWERNER they would have killed anyone who was with
him as a furtherance of their plan to eliminate SCHWERNER
and that there was no original intention to kill either CHANEY
or GOODMAN and they were killed only because they happened to
be with SCHWERNER.

On November 26, 1964, JN T-l advised that he recalled
attending the State Meeting of the Klan at the store of ALGENE
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PRICE at Key Field, Meridian, Mississippi, during May, 1964.
EDGAR RAY KILLEN presided over the meeting and a discussion
was had concerning the house where COFO workers were staying
in Meridian, which brought out that both white and colored
people live together in this house. Someone from the f9toor
stated that the Klan "should get" SCHWERNER since he was
probably the leader of the COFO. KILLEN made the statement
that the Lauderdale Klavern should leave SCHWERNER alone since
he had already been voted on and any action against him
may possibly mess up the plans of another Klan Unit. The
Klan indicated that they still desired to whip SCHWERNER,
but KILLEN ordered them not to do anything that would bring
heat on the Klan and that someone would take care of SCHWERNER.

KILLEN then stated that plans must be made to eliminate
anyone and after the plans were made, someone from out of town would
do the job. He also stated that if someone outside of
Lauderdale County must be eliminated then somebody from the
Lauderdale Klavern would be called in for that purpose.

KILLEN reiterated his statement that the Lauderdale
Klavern was not to "mess with SCHWERNER" as the state

organization had already approved the elimination of SCHWERNER
and that another unit was making plans for this action.

On November 28, 1964, JN T-l advised that about
the time that BYRON DE LA BECKWITH was released from jail through
a mistrial, EDGAR RAY KILLEN told the Lauderdale Klavern that
the State Organization had requested that crosses be burned
to celebrate BECKWITH's release. At about the same time the
Lauderdale County Klavern Unit voted to whip the COFO
workers living on 44th Avenue including MICHAEL SCHWERNER.
KILLEN stated that the Lauderdale Klavern could not whip
SCHWERNER because the State Klan had already approved him
for elimination.

It is noted that BYRON DE LA BECKWITH was charged with
the murder oJ: MEDGAR EVfeRS and subsequently released as a
result of a mistrial.
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On November 28, 1964, confidential informant JN T-4
advised that he was a member of the Klan having joined the Lauder-
dale Klavern in April, 1964. JN T-4 stated that it was generally
known among Klam members at the time he was initiated into the
Klan that the State Klan Organisation had approved the killing
of MICHAEL SCHWERNER and further that the approval for this
plan had been given prior to April, 1964. JN T-4 stated that
of all the individuals in the Meridian area, SCHWERNER was
considered in Klan circles to be the most contemptible.

On December 10, 1964, JN T-l stated that on December 3,
1964, EDGAR RAY KILLEN stated that SAM BOWERS and JESSIE HARPER
Grand Dragon, had "okayed" the murder of SCHWERNER but that
KILLEN had not obtained this permission from either of them.

>

On December 14, 1964, JAMES EDWARD JORDAN at Cedartown,
Georgia, was reinterviewed at which time he advised that he had
been present during a conversation between Lauderdale County
KIansmen FRANK. HERNDON,WALLACE MILLER and PETE HARRIS at which
time the name of MICHAEL SCHW0RNER came up. One of the individuals
suggested, that the Lauderdale Klavern did not have to vote
whether or not to take care, of SCHWERNER as State Officials
of the Klan had already approved action against SCHWERNER.
JORDAN stated that he assumed this statement to mean that
SCHWERNER would either be killed or ridden out of town on a
rail.

THE MT. ZION METHODIST CHURCH

It; v/.i .ll. be noted that on the night of June 16, 1964,
vvral Individuals went to the Mf. Zion Methodist Church,

Neshoba County, Mississippi, where these individuals assaulted
and beat several Negro parishioners. Later on that night the
church was burned to the ground.

Or:

;

On October 1, 1964, .JN T-l advised that he saw Lauderdale
County Klavern member BILLY BIRDSONG on both September 29 and
October 1, During the course of the conversation, BIRDSONG1964.
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stated that on the date that the Mt. Zion Methodist Church
was burned there had been a meeting of the Neshoba County

Klavern at which about 120 members were present. During
the course of the meeting,someone called an unidentified
mdmber of the Lauderdale Klavern and requested that some men be
sent to Philadelphia, Mississippi for Ma little action”.
BIRDSONG stated that he went to Philadelphia and when he
arrived "Preacher” K1LLEN|gu,t him in charge of the burning
of the church and the assault on the Negroes. BIRDSONG
stated he understood the purpose of the job was to get
MICHAEL SGHWERMER to come back to Philadelphia and further
that the Klavern did not know that MICHAEL SCHWERNER was
not in Mississippi at the time.

BIRDSONG stated that B. L. AKIN, a Lauderdale
County Klavern member, was not invited on this job fftit did
show up with four men and was not refused participation.
During the course of the assault, AKIN shot his gun in the
air and BIRDSONG reprimanded AKIN in front of the other
Klansmen.

On October 15, 1964, confidential informant JN T-5
advised that he had learned that there were 14 individuals
from Meridian that took part at the assault at Mt. Zion
Methodist Church at Philadelphia, Mississippi. Of those
individuals who took part were BILLY BIRDSONG and B. L. AKIN
•>f Akin Mobile Homes. AKIN is reported to have fired his
automatic pistol into the air several times and was concerned
for fear empty cartridges would be located that could be
traced to AKIN's gun. BIRDSONG reportedly was quite upset

at AKIN when he started firing his gun as it was feared AKIN
might have killed someone.

On October 23, 1964, confidential informant JN T-6
advised that he felt that WAYNE ROBERTS, LEE ROBERTS, BILLY
BIRDSONGs Bo C. LIDE, and possibly BERNARD AKIN, ail Lauderdale
Klavern members, were possibly participants in the assault at
the Mt. Zion Methodist Church. JN T-6 stated that he considered
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the beating at the church and the fact that a Negrols jaw
was broken causes him to believe that WAYNE ROBERTS was a
participant. JN T-6 further stated that several members
of the Neshoba County Klavern were present at the Mt. Zion
Church.

On October 26, 1964, JN T-6 advised that on the night
the Mt. Zion Church was burned during June, 1964, B. C. LIDE,
a Lauderdale County Klansman, stated that if any "beat up niggers"
came to town, nothing should be done about it since they had
just finished a job in Neshoba County. JN T-6 stated that he
subsequently learned that 10 or 12 men from Meridian participated
in the assault on the Mt. Zion Church.

On October 28, 1964, JN T-2 advised that several
Meridian Klansmen were involved in the burning and assault at
Mt. Zion Methodist Church. He stated that he has heard
the names of Klansmen RUTLEDGE, BIRDSONG, HERNDON, JORDAN,
LIDEs BARFIELD and HARRIS mentioned as those who participated
in church burnings.

On October 30, 1964, JN T-l advised that he had had
a conversation with OLIVER DICK WARNER on October 24, 1964,
at which time WARNER indicated that he had been present at the
assault on the Mt. Zion Methodist Church.

On November 29, 1964, JN T-l advised that in a
conversation with BILLY BIRDSONG on November 26, 1964,
concerning who within the Lauderdale Klavern was informing
on other members, BIRDSONG stated that he was worried since
JIM JORDAN could put the finger on him for the Negro whippings
at the church near Philadelphia. BIRDSONG agsin made the
statement that AKIN was there and had shot his pistol in the
air during the time that automobile headlights were shining
on him. BIRDSONG also stated that the woman who told the
FBI she had been beaten was ' lying as this was the woman who
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was in the ditch "hollering and praying" and said that she
would not go back there any more. BIRDSONG further stated
that the church was not burned at the time of the whippings
because KILLER told them to go back to Meridian by way of
Dekalb and not through Philadelphia. BIRDSONG stated that
KILLEN came to Meridian the next day and advised that they
(Neshoba County Klansmen) had burned the church after the
Meridian Klansmen had left. BIRDSONG further stated that
permission to kill GOODMAN and CHANEY was not requested but
that they were killed just because they were in the way.
He stated that SCHWERNER's death had been planned prior to
the burning of the Mt. Zion Methodist Church.

On November 28, 1964, JN T-4 advised that he
attended a meeting at a fish camp near the Chunky River
off Highway 80 in Lauderdale County, Mississippi, during
June, 1964. H,e stated that while there a discussion was
held concerning the beatings at the Mt. Zion Methodist
Church sometime that month at which time WAYNE ROBERTS stated
that he had beaten several of the Negroes in attendance.

On December 10, 1964, JN T-l advised that B. L. AKIN
made the statement on November 30, 1964 that another individual
did not go to Philadelphia with him. From the teqer of the
conversation, informant felt that AKIN was referring to the
night the Negroes were beaten at the Mt. Zion Methodist
Church.

On November 18, 1964, JN T-3 advised that on the
evening of June 16, 1964, DELMAR DENNIS, BILLY BIRDSONG,
B. C 0 LIDE, DICK WARNER and WAYNE ROBERTS left Meridian,
Mississippi and drove to an abandoned school near Philadelphia,
Mississippi to attend a meeting of the Neshoba County Klavern.
A motion was made to go to the Mt. Zion Methodist Church to
conduct some beatings. BIRDSONG, ROBERTS and others wept to
the Mt. Zion Church and returned an hour later. BIRDSONG and
ROBERTS had blood on their hands and bragged of beating the
Negroes and showed their bloody knuckles as proof. ROBERTS
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bragged of beating a Negro male and during this beating aNegro female told him to stop. He told the group that heturned on the Negro woman, knocked her to the ground andkicked her several times. At the end of the meeting, theMeridian group returned to Meridian and on the return tripto Meridian, BIRDSONG and ROBERTS boasted about beating theNegroes.

On November 6, 1964, JAMES EDWARD JORDAN, 2414 19thAvenue, Gulfport, Mississippi, advised that he did not goto Philadelphia, Mississippi, on June 16, 1964, but he hasheard that there was a meeting of the Neshoba County Klavernon that night. JORDAN stated that he has learned that B. L.AKIN, BILLY BIRDSONG, J. T. BARNETT and TOMMY HORNE went tothe above meeting as visitors and representatives of theLauderdale Klavern. He stated that he had heard that duringthis meeting it was brought out that COFO was holdingmeetings at the Mt. Zion Methodist Chlirch and several membersof the Klan from this meeting went to the church, beat severalNegroes and then burned the church. JORDAN stated that h9 has heardthat BILLY BIRDSONG was in charge of this beating and thatBo Lo AKIN furnished the gasoline to burn the church ipplastic jugs. He stated that J. T. BARNETT is supposed tohave boasted that he Hfruised his fist and elbow beating aNegroo JORDAN stated that he has also learned that B. L. AKINfired several shots from a .32 caliber automatic pistolon this occasion arid that this gun belonged to PETE HARRIS.

PARTICIPATION OF LAUDERDALE AND NESHOBA
COUNTY KLANSMEN IN THE ABDUCTION,/MURDER
AND BURIAL OF MICHAEL HENRY SCHWERNER,
ANDREW GOODMAN AND JAMES EARL CHANEY

On July 9, 1964, Confidential informant JN T-7 advisedthat he had had an opportunity to make contact with individualswhom he knew to be Lauderdale County Klavern members and stated
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that he made this contact through BILLY BIRDSONG, Operator ofthe Valley Motel. He stated that he subsequently met withseveral other unidentified individuals who were introduced tohim as Klansmen. During the course of his concept with theseindividuals and from conversations that took place, this informantis of the opinion that Meridian Klavern members proceeded toPhiladelphia on June 21, 1964, where they awaited the releaseof GOODMAN, SCHWERNER and CHANEY from the jail then followed them,overtaking the station wagon and "got rid of them". The bodieswere buried and the station wagon in which they had been ridingwas subsequently burned.
This source learned that the bqdies were buried in a"fill 20 to 25 miles from Meridian" and they were under from30 to 40 feet of dirt.
On October 1, 1964, JN T-1 advised that JIM JORDANwas "really shook up" about the FBI investigations in Philadelphiaconcerning the three civil rights murders.
On October 23, 1964, JN T-6 advised that at about 1:00or 1:30 A.M. on June 22, 1964, he had seen B. C, LIDE in Meridian,Mississippi, at which time LIDE advised that he was going tomeet "some of the boys" who were coming back from Philadelphia.LIDE made the statement that these individuals were "on a job"in Philadelphia.
JN T-6 further stated that a red and white 1958 Chevrolettook part in the chase of civil rights workers after they werereleased from jail. This car was supposed to have broken down andleft abandoned at the murder scene or nearby. Informant statedthat this car was the property of a Klan member.
JN T-6 further stated that "Preacher" KILLEN arrivedat the murder of the three civil rights workers and that somehow,though out of his knowledge, Lauderdale Klan members werecontacted. The civil rights workers, after being released from
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jail were, according to this source, chased along Route; 19
and pulled off the road. Theywere taken from their car and
beaten. They were subsequently shot and taken to the BURRAGE
farm where a dam was being constructed. They were placed in a
shallow grave and were covered up in the course of the
construction.

JN T-6 stated that he had learned that a construction
man by the name of TUCKER, who was working at the dam, arrived
at the job early and saw blood. He was immediately sworn into
the Klan and advised of the consequences should he talk.

On the afternoon of June 22, 1964, JN T-6 continued,
KILLEN visited him and told him that the bodies of the three
civil rights workers were buried about 14 feet under a newly
constructed dam off Route 21 in Neshoba County. At the
same time, KILLEN attempted to return a pistol which he had
borrowed to Captain KELLER of the City Fire Department,
Informant stated from his contacts he felt certain that
WAYNE ROBERTS q,nd JIM JORDAN were involved in these civil
rights killings.

On October 21, 1964, JN T-l advised that he heard
BILLY BIRDSONG stated on October 20, 1964, that JORDAN
talked too much and further that he could name everyone who
went to Philadelphia. He discussed his disappointment at
not being invited to participate in civil rights matters and
indicated that he knew the full story in this instance. He
further stated that JIM JORDAN had made the statement that
there were two men in the whole bunch at Philadelphia who
had enough guts to pull the trigger on the civil rights workers.
BIRDSONG further related that LEE ROBERTS was talking too
much and that he was going to send his brother to the
electric chair. Informant stated that he was of the opinion
from BIRDSONG's statements that JIM JORDAN and WAYNE ROBERTS
actually killed the three civil rights workers.
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On October 24, 1964, JN T*-!advised that sometime
in May, 1964, "Preacher" KILLEN was in Meridian and asked
if a Klansman in Meridian had a gun he could borrow. HAROLD
KELLER, a Captain on the Meridian Fire Department and a member
of the Lauderdale Klavern, volunteered his gun to KILLEN*
Informant continued stating that he had seen this gun in
KILLEN's possession on several occasions recalling it was
a .38 caliber Smith and Wesson Chiefs Special Revolver.
He stated that on either Monday or Tuesday following the
murder of the three civil rights workers, KILLEN brought the
gun to Meridian and gave it to an unidentified individual
only known as one of the Meridian Klansmen to destroy,

On October 26, 1964, JN T-6 advised that shortly
after the murders of the three civil rights workers,
"Preacher KILLEN mentioned that the heavy equipment operator
who buried the workers had been a member of the Klap for a
few weeks. Informant stated that he is not sure this man's
name was mentioned but he was sure KILLEN was referring to TUCKER,
KILLEN also stated that he had an alibi for the night of June 21
as he was at a funeral home in Philadelphia and had signed the
register and had made it a point to speak to the people
there who had signed in just before and just after him.

Informant stated that sometime during midHOctober,
1964, "Preacher" KILLEN made the statement that the FBI was
trying to find out if any telephone calls were made from
Philadelphia to Meridian on June 21, 1964. KILLEN stated
that this will prove futile since KILLEN actually came to
Meridian himself and personally contacted FRANK HERNDON at
the Longhorn Restaurant. KILLEN also made the statement that
SCHWERNER's last words were "I know just how you feel sir,"

On October 28, 1964, JN T-2 advised that he had learned
from conversations with Lauderdale Klavern members that two
cars with Lauderdale County Klansmen went from Meridian to
Philadelphia, Mississippi on June 21, 1964. He stated that he
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has heard several names of individuals of whom went on this trip
and the consensus is that JIM JORDAN and WAYNE ROBERTS went.
He stated that he has been told that "Preacher" KILLEN planned
the entire operation with the assistance of Deputy Sheriff
CECIL RAY PRICE of Neshoba County and that Sheriff RAtNE?
was there during part of the activity. He stated that he has
learned that Lauderdale Klansmen did not actually participate
in the burial of the COFO workers but the Neshoba County Klayern
handled the burial through a Klansman who was building the
dam.

On October 30, 1964, JN T-1 advised that on October 24,
1964, DICK WARNER remarked that JIM JORDAN must be talking to the
FBI because he was the only one who could have told the FBI
anything about him. WARNER continued stating that the glpves
he had given JORDAN were either brown or burned. WARNER further
stated that he could not admit that he gave gloves to the
individuals on the night they went to Neshoba County because it
might make him an accessory to the killing. WARNER further
stated that someone else had JIM JORDAN get the gloves and
he was fearful that this individual, CHARLES BARFIELD, a
Lauderdale County Klavern member, was the individual who
furnished the information about the gloves to the FBI,

Informant further stated on October 30, 1964, that
sauce WARNER mentioned BARFIELD 1s name there is a slight
possibility that he went to Philadelphia on June 21, 1964.
Informant stated that BARFIELD is a close friend of TRAVIS
BARNETTE, JIMMY SNOWDEN, JIMMY ARLEDGE and DOYLE BARN#?TE.
Informant explained that ARLEDGE is a brother-in-law of thp
BARNETTEs and DOYLE and TRAVIS are brothers and quite close,

On October 30, 1964, JN T-l further stated that BIJL-LYBIRDSONG indicated that he knew that "Preacher" KILLEN brought
a gun from Philadelphia to Meridian that was supposed to have
been used in the civil rights murders.
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According to JN T-l BIRDSONG also made the statement
that at a meeting at Philadelphia, a man by the name of BURRAGE
publically announced that he had room for five or six Negroes
in a dam that he was building if the situation ever arose where
it was necessary to dispose of some of them.

On October 30, 1964, JN T-l advised that he had
learned from BILLY BIRDSONG on October 28, 1964, that BILLY
was not in town at the time of the killings but had he been
there he would have sent the spectators home. BIRDSONG also
stated that only two men would have been necessary to follow
them south on Highway 19 instead of several cars. He further
stated that they should not have let the Negro drive the
station wagon since this Negro knew the area. BIRDSONG
continued stating that the car should have been disposed of in the
hills along the Alabama - Tennessee line especially after
BURRAGE had announced at a meeting that he was building a lake
where they could put Negroes. BIRDSONG also indicated that
120 people heard BURRAGE make this statement.

In the course of the conversation according to JN T-lBIRDSONG indicated that it was not a pleasant duty to kill
a man but sometimes it was necessary. He indicated that the
"Preacher" (KILLEN) should never have been allowed to be a
member of the Klan let alone take part in the killings.
BIRDSONG said that he had learned through JORDAN that KILLEN
acted like a wild man in that he did not shoot the Sivil rights
workers but shot everywhere else. BIRDSONG indicated that
JORDAN said the persons at the murder scene were more afraid of
getting killed by KILLEN than they were afraid of the danger
of being involved in the killing of the three civil rights
workers.

On October 30, 1964, JN T-6 advised that he had
learned from B. C. LIDE that JIM JORDAN had gotten rid of a
foreign made gun.

15

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 94



0

JN 157-343
JN 157-342

JN T-6 further stated that in a conversation with otherLauderdale Klavern members he learned that "Preacher" KILLENset up the murders of the civil rights workers but was not presentwhen the murders took place. Informant stated that the murderswere committed about 20 miles away from the burial place.
On November 3, 1964, confidential informant JN T-8advised that on October 31, 1964 Sheriff RAINEY, Neshoba County,stated that on June 21, 1964, after having made arrangements vitha Negro source in Neshoba County, this source attempted tocontact the Sheriff to advise the Sheriff that CHANEY andSCHWERNER had returned to Neshoba County to run a freedom schooland were, at that time, in the vicinity of the Mt. ZionMethodist Church, RAINEY said that the Negro did not locatehim but furnished the information to Deputy Sheriff CECILRAY PRICE and PRICE immediately proceeded out Highway 16 toarrest the individuals. PRICE was not supposed to place himselfin a position to be observed by anyone. However, just priorto the arrest, PRICE observed a Mississippi Safety HighwayPatrol car and asked for their assistance. RAINEY related thatPRICE had attempted to contact him in Meridian but wasunsuccessful in doing so. He sent a messenger to locate him,who in turn notified the head of the Klan in Meridian* RlfcNEYalso made the statement that he had made arrangements withsomeone to dig a hole in the dam for the bodies of the COFOworkers.
RAINEY made the statement that he had slapped hell outof the Negro and then shot him and someone else killed Cheother two COFO workers at his request.
On November 11, 1964, JN T-ladvised that it wasknown knowledge among Klansmen in Meridian, Mississippi, thatWAYNE ROBERTS had been one of the individuals who participatedin the civil rights murders.
On November 11, 1964, informant stated that onNovember 3, 1964, DICK WARNER made the statement that the glovespicked up at his store by Klansmen dn route to Philadelphia,
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Mississippi, on June 21, 1964, were the brown jersey qottpn
type. WARNER stated that there were four men in the carthat came after the gloves.

On November 21, 1964, JN T-l advised that on
November 27, 1964, B. L. AKIN related that JIM JORDAN couldnot afford to talk about his participation in the murderof the civil rights workers in Neshoba County, AKINrelated that he had had customers in his trailer park untilabout 9:30 P.M June 21, 1964, at which time B. C. LIDEcame by and picked him up and they drove around until quit©late to wait for the Meridian Klansmen to return fromPhiladelphia. AKIN indicated that "his BARNETT", meaningJ. T. BARNETT, was not involved in the murders.

• >

JN T-l also stated that on the same date, B, C, LIDEindicated that he had picked up B. L. AKIN and they had riddenaround until 2:00 A.M. on June 21, 1964, waiting for Klansmento return from Philadelphia.
On December 10, 1964, JN T-l advised that onDecember 3, 1964, "Preacher" KILLEN advised that he was sorryhe had ever brought anyone from Meridian into the Klan.KILLEN then indicated that he would probably be arrestedfor conspiracy in his part in the Neshoba County murdersbut that was all that they could charge him with, KILLENfurther related that B. L. AKIN knew as much about themurders as he did and further that he was not the top nian in theKlan but SAM BOWERS and JESSIE HARPER held the highestpositions.

KILLEN stated that "there was no one from the NeshobaCounty Klavern talking about the civil rights murders and ifanyone was talking it had to be someone from the LauderdaleKlavern." KILLEN stated that SAM BOWERS was trying to blameseveral things on him and BOWERS and AKIN were attempting toblame him when they were actually the guilty ones, He statedthat he did not have nerve enough to shoot anybody,
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On December 4, 1964, BILLY BIRDSONG stated to JN T'-lthat SAM BOWERS had called stating that he was ready to talkabout attorney fees for the individuals arrested for theirparticipation in the civil rights murders.
On December 10, 1964, JN T-l stated that on December 6,1964, B. L. AKIN related that he did not understand why B. G * LIPEwas not arrested since he allegedly knows more about thePhiladelphia matter than anyone else. AKIN indicated thatB. C. LIDE knew about the murders from the start and that hehad gone to every meeting and that he knew what each man haddone. B. C. LIDE had helped get things organized on June 21,1964.
Informant stated that it is his opinion that KILLENhas been "slipping down" from Philadelphia to see LIDE and noone else because LIDE is probably the individual who got permissionfrom SAM BOWERS to kill MICHAEL SCHWERNER.
On November 5, 1964, JAMES E. JORDAN, who hadpreviously admitted membership in the Klan, advised that onJune 21, 1964, he was in Meridian, Mississippi, in the companyof known Klansmen, PETE HARRIS, FRANK HERNDON and others,"Preacher" EDGAR RAY KILLEN from Philadelphia came to theLonghorn with JERRY SHARPE and JIMMY LEE TOWNSEND, KILLENtalked to FRANK HERNDON and then HERNDON asked JORDAN ifhe could go on a trip. HERNDON also stated that they wowldneed three or four Lauderdale County Klansmen for this trip.Later, according to JORDAN, a group met behind B. L. AKIN'strailer at Akin's Mobile Homes on Tom Bailey Drive, In themeantime, JORDAN and SHARPE had gone to the home of WAYNEROBERTS and invited him to participate. At Akin's MobileHomes JORDAN stated they met TRAVIS BARNETTE, DOYLE BARNETTE,JIMMY SNOWDEN, an individual identified later as JIMMY ARLEDGE,B. L. AKIN, "Preacher" KILLEN and PETE HARRIS. B. L, AKINfilled DOYLE BARNETTE's car with gasoline. AKIN and HARRISstated that they could not go because they were officers of thsKlan and are not allowed to participate on such a job, JORDAN
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stated that he, ROBERTS and SHARPE went to DICK WARNER's GroceryStore and obtained six pairs of brown cloth gloves. This group,all Lauderdale County Klavern members including DOYLE andTRAVIS BARNETTE, SNOWDEN, ARLEDGE and JORDAN entered DOYLEBARNETTE'S automobile. KILLEN, WAYNE ROBERTS, SHARPE andTOWNSEND entered SHARPE's automobile and they proceeded tpPhiladelphia, Mississippi.

According to JORDAN, KILLEN had related that DeputySheriff CECIL PRICE, Neshoba County Sheriff's Office, hadarrested the civil rights workers on a traffic violation andthey could not be held too long.
Upon arriving in Philadelphia, the group in DOYLEBARNETTE's car parked near the Neshoba County Courthousewhere they observed J. T. "HOP" BARNETT and another man ina black pickup truck. KILLEN contacted them and told themthat the three civil rights workers were still in jail.
According to JORDAN, the civil rights workers weresubsequently released and were followed south on Highway 19.PRICE eventually chased the civil rights workers car andstopped them, whereupon he loaded the three civil rightsworkers into the rear seat of his car. PRICE returned toHighway 19, proceeded north to a gravel road, turned westwhere the three civil rights workers were shot.
The bodies were then loaded into the back of thestation wagon and the group proceeded to a spot where therewas a mound of dirt. SHARPE, WAYNE ROBERTS and DOYLE BARNETTEwent after an individual who was a heavy equipment operator.
JORDAN further stated that sometime at a later dateWAYNE ROBERTS stated at Akin's Mobile Homes that he had stupkhis finger in SCHWERNER's face and asked "do you think youare as good as a nigger" and SCHWERNER replied "I know justhow you feel sir". ROBERTS said "that's when I let him haveit."

19 -
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On December 14, 1964, JAMES EDWARD JORDAN advisedthat he knew the following individuals to be members of theKlan since he had either attended meetings with them or hadtalked with them and during the conversation they indicated tohim that they were Klan members:

B. L. AKIN
EARL B. AKIN
JIMMY ARLEDGE
HORACE DOYLE BARNETTE
TRAVIS BARNETTE
JAMES T. (PETE) HARRIS
FRANK HERNDON
THOMAS HDRNE-.
EDGAR RAY KILLEN
CECIL RAY PRICE
LAWRENCE RAINEY
WAYNE ROBERTS
JIMMY SNOWDEN
DICK WARNER

He stated that in addition, he assumed that BILLYWAYNE POSEY, JERRY SHARPE and JIMMY LEE TOWNSEND were membersof the Klan in Neshoba County since they were among the groupwhich KILLEN brought with him to participate in the murderof the three civil rights workers on June 21, 1964,

On November 20, 1964, HORACE DOYLE BARNETTE wasinterviewed at Spring Hill, Louisiana, at which time headmitted membership in the Klan and stated that on June 21, 1964,he was having supper with JIMMY ARLEDGE when TRAVIS BARNETTEcalled ARLEDGE on the telephone and asked him if he could"go on some Klan business". ARLEDGE and BARNETTE proceeded toAkin’s Mobile Homes, Highway 80 in Meridian. When they arrived,"Preacher" KILLEN, Mr. AKIN, JIM JORDAN and WAYNE (ROBERTS) werepresent. BARNETTE stated that they filled his car with gasolinefrom Akin’s gas tank and furnished each of them with browncloth gloves.
20
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ARLEDGE, SNOWDEN, JORDAN and DOYLE BARNETTE, accordingto BARNETTE, drove to Philadelphia arriving at about 9;30 FfMwhere he was met by "Preacher" KILLEN who got in the car andtold him to wait for someone to tell him that the three civilrights workers were being released from jail. KILLEN alsostated that "we have a place to bury them and a man to runthe dozer to cover them up". A few minutes later a patrolmanfrom the Philadelphia Police Department said that the civilrights workers were going toward Meridian on Highway 19,BARNETTE stated that they proceeded to follow them down Highway 19where they saw a Philadelphia car that was driven by a mannamed POSEY. Deputy Sheriff CECIL PRICE then came by andstarted to follow the civil rights workers. They turned offa side road and then PRICE stopped the civil rights workersand BARNETTE stated that he stopped his car behind PRICE'S car,PRICE hit CHANEY on the back of his head with his blackjackthen loaded the others in his car and proceeded back towardPhiladelphia. JIM JORDAN sat in the front seat of PRICE'Scar with him. SNOWDEN drove the 1963 Ford station wagon thatthe civil rights workers had been driving. He stopped ata stalled Philadelphia car and WAYNE and POSEY and anotherindividual from Philadelphia got in the station wagon withhim. BARNETTE stated he followed PRICE until he turned lefton a gravel road. PRICE stopped the car and the other carsstopped about a car length behind him. WAYNE pulled SCHWERNERout of the car and shot him then got GOODMAN out of the carand shot him. JIM JORDAN was heard to say "save one for me"and he got CHANEY out of PRICE'S car and shot him. The bodiesof the three were then loaded into their station wagon and thegroup proceeded via dirt roads to a dam on the BURRAGE property,WAYNE, ARLEDGE and BARNETTE, according to BARNETTE, got into BARNETTEcar to locate the bulldozer operator because he was not there.They located him in a white and green Chevrolet. WAYNE got
out of the car and he and the bulldozer operator walked therest of the way.

* 9

1 i
*

ARLEDGE and BARNETTE then went to BURRAGE's Garagewith BURRAGE and another man where they waited about 30 minutes
21 -
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when the rest of the group came back from the burial site inthe 1963 Ford. BURRAGE provided a gallon jug filled withgasoline to be used to burn the 1963 Ford station wagon.BARNETTE further stated that he, SNOWDEN, ARLEDGE, JORDAN andWAYNE reentered his automobile and drove toward Philadelphia.When they arrived at Philadelphia, Sheriff RAINEY, DeputySheriff PRICE and the City Policeman who had told themwhich way to go when the civil rights workers were leavingtown earlier in the evening, stopped them. They talked fortwo or three minutes and someone made the statement that noone should discuss the matter. Sheriff RAINEY said "I’llkill anyone who falks".
They then returned to BARNETTE 1 s car and drove toBARNETTE said he drove WAYNE home, let JORDAN andMeridian.

SNOWDEN out at Akin's, took ARLEDGE home and then he wenthome himself.

*

22 -
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APPENDIX

WHITE KNIGHTS OF THE
KU KLUX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI

!

iA source advised that on February 15, 1964,approximately 200 members of the Original Knights of theKu Klux Klan (OKKKK) from the State of Mississippi met atBrookhaven, Mississippi. Those present decided to defectfrom the OKKKK and to form their own klan group inMississippi to be known as the White Knights of theKu Klux Klan of Mississippi.

;

:

1

-

,This source advised that the aims and purposes ofthe White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi are topreserve Christian civilization, protect and promote whitesupremacy and the segregation of the races, to fight
communism and to extend the dignity, heritage and rights ofthe white race of America.,

;

1

;

;

-:

(
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APPENDIX

ORIGINAL KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN
(LOUISIANA)
(OKKKK)

A source advised on October 25, 1963, that in
December, 1960, a group was organized at Shreveport,
Louisiana, known as the Original Knights of the Ku Klwc
Klan (OKKKK). The purpose of this organization was to
promote Americanism, white supremacy, and the maintaining
of segregation.

This source further advised on October 25, 1963,
that the OKKKK continues to be active and that the aims and
purposes continue to be the same.

24* -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
F E D E R A L B U R E A U O F I N V E S T I G A T I O N

iMftHMftf IM—tMlfflJMMKF It IMSIn Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

Title i

orMxmasxm, IMHUIIB

Character KACXAL HASTOi
JIMH A. HOT MReference

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
infoimation in the past.

This document contains nei ther recommendat ions nor conclusions of the FBI. It i s the property
r agency; i t and i ts contents are not to be dis t r ibuted outs ideNW: 12580 DocId^miOO.159 PageTO



1-9-65Director, FBI

Jacksonc* />. r«u/iv ir

VIIIITE KNIGHTS OP TIP* HU ICLUH KLA1J
OP MISSISSIPPI, LAUDERDALE AND
KESKCBA COUNTY KLAVER1-I3
EM

RICHARD A. HARRISON 11-17-64 atRerap SA
Jackson.

* seven copies of the report
Jackson. This report

was prepared to include information from confidential informant
concerning the killing and burying of SCIF.<1232123., GGCIMAIT and
CKAHIX and the events leading thereto with the desire of
showing the participation of the Lauderdale and Neshoba
County ICLaverns in this matter.

Enclosed herewith
DAY dated 1-9-65

are
*?<A uOf SA JAMES A* »

T no DI3EI:IHIATICIT
THE TRIAL

IT IS STRONGLY RSiOHHEDEI
THE

/ -Or-'
n “Vr'D- *<-4.AOF THIS REPORT B3 KADIS OUTSIDE

OF THOSE INVOLVED IN THE KIBURH 2HVT
•««

a.-Lw.

T-,rr /3** r*» vr v> *•* p*|7-r\v ^si v* or the
until after trial of

Jackson copies not bei
intelligence units or other offices
i-HBITRH investigation.
2 - Bureau (RH) (Enc. - 7)

7 -2T- Jackson
<££>- 157-343)
(1- 157-342 )

JAD:lca
(4 )

*V
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* 0OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
0

1/22/65: SAC, JACKSON (157-63) DATE:TO

FROM : SA CLARENCE G. PROSPERE

SUBJECT: ynITE KNIGHTS OF THE
KU KLUX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI
RACIAL MATTER

F0IA(b)(7) - (D)
Informant

\ s
»

1/ 5 /65x Date of Report\.
N*.

\

12/24 - 1/5/65Dates of activity\ N
\
\ •s

\
\1

1/5/65Date receivedx
X

\

\

Location of original
information

\

v
i

;

who has furnished reliable
information in the past, furnished the following infor-
mation to SA CLARENCE G. PROSPERE:

EXTREME CARE SHOULD BE USED IN DISSEMINATING———m m m m »M——m m m m m m mn \m — ——wwiimwiiiTHIS INFORMATION SINCE IT MIGHT DISCLOSE THE INFORMANT1S
IDENTITY AND PLACE HIS LIFE IN JEOPARDY.

1 "' 1 i i i , i

On 1/5/65\
\

l

\

\
\

\
\

<?: (Informant report to each file)

(Charles FaIvey)
(Ralph Day)
(Professor, Mississippi College)

157-63
1 157-
1 - 157-
1 - 157-
1 - 44-1
1 - 157-
1 - 157-18 (Sam Bowers)

(John McGregor)

INDEXED
L

SEARCHEDCGP/mea «sunAfav.cu£3£
T(20) ILa

JAN 22 1965
FBI JACKSON

Mfl '41

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 106



Q

JN 157-63

1 - 157-946 (Julius Harper)
(Billy Buckles)1 - 157-

1 - 157- 2 ) *- / (Preacher Bilbo)
(W.R. Mangum)1 - 157-

1 - 62-5
1 - 157-1696
1 - 157-914
1 - 157-92
1 - 157-
1 - 157-213
1 - 157-
1 - 157-

1

(Southern Review)

(United Klans of America , Inc.)
(Joe McNair - Cafe, Magee , Miss. )

.

i

-2-
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RFD, Baton Rouge 9 La,
January 5, 1965

Informant advised that a Highway Patrolman of
the Mississippi Highway Patrol had advised him at the

home of the informant where CHARLES FALVEY and RALPH BAY
were visiting at the time that DONALD BUTLER, an
Investigator for the Mississippi Highway Patrol had

told the informant that the FBI Agent who interviewed

CHARLES FALVEY had told BUTLER that the FBI had an infer-
mant in Lincoln County, Mississippi, whom they were

paying $500 a month. Informant stated that the Highway

Patrolman had given him this information without FALVEY
and DAY hearing it but that he was in such a position

that he had to tell FALVEY what the Highway Patrolman had

told him.
Informant stated that DONALD BUTLER, the investigator

for the Mississippi Highway Patrol has several brothers in

the Klan in Amite County but that he has no information
whereby he can positively say that DONALD BUTLER is a Klan

member. Informant pointed out that he would only be of

the opinion that since BUTLER* s brothers are in the Klan

that BUTLER, if not in the Klan, would certainly d© nothing

to hamper or interfere with the activities of the Klan.

Informant stated that after he had advised FALVEY
and DAY what the Highway Patrolman had told him, that DAY

made the statement that they should do something about
this informant. Informant stated he then pointed out that

they should have proof of the fact that the FBI had an
informant in the Klan and that the only way he knew the

Klan could be positive of such a thing was for the Klan

to catch the informant furnishing information to an FBI
Agent. Informant stated that DAY agreed to this but that
FALVEY appeared to be a little skeptical.

Informant stated there is to be a state-wide
collection of money for the individuals who were arrested
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in connection with the Philadelphia case and he pointed

out that this is Top Secret information in the Klan and

that the only ones in the Klan who have knowledge of

this are the five state officers and a professor at

Mississippi College, Clinton, Mississippi, who has
apparently retired from some other job. Informant stated

he has received information that this professor is to

go on television and radio and make an appeal for money

for the defense of the individuals arrested in connection

with the Philadelphia. Informant stated he has no inform

mation as to how the professor was taken into the confidence

of the five state officers. Informant stated in view of

the fact the professor has been furnished this information

and has agreed to go on the television and radio, he,
informant, is of the opinion the professor is in the Klan

and that he was probably contacted by either BOWERS or

some other state officer who is a friend of this professor.

Informant advised that JOHN MC GREGOR, the
Klan "tooter" or propaganda chief, has been kicked out

of the Klan for stealing money which had been contributed

to the defense of the individuals arrested in connection

with the Philadelphia case.

Informant stated that the collection of the money

for the individuals in the Philadelphia case will be
accomplished by putting out glass jugs in restaurants,
cafes, filling stations and other business requesting

donations. Informant stated that to date officers of the

various klaverns have only been told to accumulate glass

jugs and that they will be told at a later date what use

will be made of these jugs. Informant stated that some
of the officers of the local klaverns have voiced the

opinion that they believe the jugs will be used to collect

money for the Philadelphia case.

/ although he was
Informant stated that allnot present at the election.

F0IA(b)(7)-(D)
2 a
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the other state officers were also returned to their

previous positions.\

but he pointed out that

JOHN MC GREGOR, the propaganda chief, has been kicked

out of the Klan as previously stated and that he knows

that A. C. HERRINGTON of Ruth, Mississippi, had not

attended a state meeting of officers for several months

and had made the statement that he was quitting the Klan,

Informant stated he was advised the election was held in

December but that he was not told where the election was
held.

\

\
\

\

Informant stated that the position of chaplain

in the state officers was filled for the first time at

this election by the election by a preacher by the name

of BILBO who is reportedly a first or second cousin of
former Governor BILBO of Mississippi. Informant stated

that it is recollection that Preacher BILBO resides in
the vicinity of Poplarville, Mississippi.

\

fc

Informant stated that if a trial is held at

Meadville, Mississippi, in which JAMES SEALE and CHARLES

EDWARDS are the defendants in the case dealing with the

portions of two Negro bodies which were found near Tallulah,
by CLIDE SEALE, the

father of JAMES SEALE, to get as many Klansmen as possible

to come to Meadville at.the time of the trial which CLIDE SEALE

said wasto be on January 11, 1965. Informant stated

CLYDE SEALE gave as his reason for wanting Klansmen in
Meadville the fact that he had received information that

if the trial ' is held that Negroes will demonstrate during

the court proceedings.

Louisiana,^

Informant advised that he has heard the rumor

in Franklin County that the Negroes in Franklin County

will attempt in the near future to integrate the schools
in Franklin County. Informant voiced the ©pinion that
he did not feel that the local Negroes would enter into

~ 3 “
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such activity and that he felt if any Negroes actually
attempted to enter the school that these would be families
which had been moved into Franklin County by the Negroes
for the express purpose of integrating the schools „

Informant stated that he has heard nothing
regarding the United Klans of America in the Natchez9
Mississippis area but that he expects to contact ERNEST
PARKER when he is next in Natchez,

Informant stated that W. R. MANGUM of the
Mt. Olive Unit was accused by a man in Magees Mississippi
offurnishing information to the FBI. Informant stated
that MANGUM made no comment and took no action in
connection with this accusation.F0IA(b)(7) - (D) |

Informant advised that it is his recollection
that PRENTISS SMITH drives a laundry truck in Gulfport9

Mississippi.
Informant was exhibited a photograph of

LOUIS ANTHONY DI SALYO which infomant positively identi-
fied. Informant stated that DI SALVO at the present time
is too scared to do anything. Informant stated that he
hastalked to DI SALVO recently and that apparently as a
result of interview by FBI Agents DI SALVO is now completely
changed. Informant explained that he meant by changed
the fact that DI SALVO no longer advocates violence and
does not appear to be as eager regarding Klan activity
as he was at one time.

Informant stated that the Klan unit in Pearl River
County in the vicinity of Poplarville is now "split all
to pieces" and there is very little activity.

- 4
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Informant was exhibited a photograph of
CLARENCE WILMER HOLIFIELD which the informant positively
identified as a photograph of the individual whom he
rode with in a car in Jones County and later described
as a bootlegger who had made the statement in the car that
a Mississippi Highway Patrol car was used in the bombing
of the Laurel "Leader-Call.”

Informant advised that Klan printing was formerly
done in Laurel, Mississippi, by Lomax and by printing
companies in Jackson, Mississippi, which he is unable to
identify. Informant stated the Klan is now using the

'Southern Review"newspaper in Jackson, Mississippi, for
putting out any news items that the Klan wants published

circularized,

Informant advised that when he has visited the
Winona group he has heard individuals mention a former
law enforcement officer who was apparently a member of
the unit but he is unable to recall whether this officer
was a Iptmer sheriff or a former chief of police.
statilPhe could not place the name CHED CASTLE. Informant

- 5 -
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FD-209 (Rev. 2-1-63)
ornoNM ratM NO. 10
MAY 1»«2 KDtttON
OSA OCN. MO. NO. 17

9010—104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
F0IA( b)(7) - ( D)Memorandum

January 28f 1965DATE:TO : SAC

0 CI si

FROM SA ROBIN 0. CGTTEN
PCI PSI

SUBJECT:

Dates of Contact

1-12-65 and attempt made on 1-26-6$
Titles and File #s on which contacted

GENERAL AT *.Tri oxvnm i

TfT.flN ACTTVTTTF.ftj ypftTff nv MISS.
OTLPFAH COUNTY, MISS.) 157- 7

Purpose and results of contact

I I NEGATIVE

fr~l POSITIVE

HE I GENERAL CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE

Informant advised that within the past several weeks, individuals,
unknown to him tried to sell him certain items which lie believes are
stolen* He stated that three white males driving a 1959 Fori, 6 cylinder,
blue in color bearing 1965 Miss, license (Rankin County) T-1133 or
T-3311 visited his grage on three occassions and had in their possession
several new table model radios which they were asking $10.00 each. They
also had about 15 rolls or new barbed wire, 30-06 Ammunition and several
pistols. He stated he did not purchase any of these items because he
was afraid they were stolen. He believes these persons might return to
his garage, at which time he will obtain the correct license for this
He recalled this *ord had a loud of "gutted8 muffler. Two of the men
were about 20 to 25 years of age and the other aba t UO. He could furnish
no other description

He t KLAN ACTIVITIES (TIPPAH COUNTY, MISS.)

war.

Rating Very good| I Informant certified that he has
furnished ail information obtained
by him since last contact.

Coverage SsjRQ

Personal Datam cnange

137-75
t/157- _
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Infomant advised that ha has no personal knowledge of Klfn activities in
Borth Mias* and is net a Klanaaisn* Hes tated ha heard from an unreeallad
Bourse that WILLIAM TGLBSRT B00K2B, SB* of Blue Mountain!Mias* and DAYS
8ICHAKDS0H,a bootlegger from OLpley,Miss* sera attempting to organize
a Han in CSppah County,Mini* Ha is of the opinion that BOGKSK eould be
the parson sfao sight be the leader of such a group* He advised he sill
sake direct inquiries concerning this matter and advise the next ties he
iw oontacted*

An effort *aa Bade on January 28,1965 to reeontact his bat he
e*s unavailable*
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. Jackson, Mississippi

WHITE KNIGHTS OP THE KU
KLUX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI

ACQUISITION OF WEAPONS AND EXPLOSIVES

T-l, who has been in personal contact with Sam
Bowers, the Imperial Wizard, White Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan of Mississippi, has advised that Bowers proposes that
Klansmen throughout Mississippi bury guns, dynamite and
ammunition to be used in the event of a Klan uprising.

Klan leaders are to advise each Klavern on the
techniques of burial, such as placing rifles and guns in
old refrigerators, sealing them, and burying them face down.
The burials carried out by the Klansmen are then to be
brought to the attention of the Klan leadership and the
leaders are to be advised of the amounts and locations of
the armaments buried.

The source has no particular knowledge of any
guns, dynamite or ammunition which the Mississippi Klan
may have buried. It is a recently proposed plan and prior
to this time there has been no talk in Klan circles con-cerning burying armaments.

In connection with this discussion, Bowers did
not Indicate any specific reasons for this course of actionj
he mentioned no specific projects or activities, nor whether
he was preparing for some unforseen eventuality, nor whether
he believed the Klan should not be caught with large amounts
of armaments. He gave no specific reason for advising the
Mississippi Klan to follow this course of action.

St
it

JZJf:wr Searched—'Serialized—indexed-
10-(,3 - 7Z <5(U)
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2-3-65
AXKTXL AIRMAIL

TO: DIRKCTOX FBI

FROM: SAC JACKSON

ACQUISITION OF WIAFONS AND
EXPLOSIVES BY KLAN AND
KLAM-TYFI GROUPS
RACIAL MATTKR8

FOIA(b)(7)-(D)
Re Jackson teletype to the BurMU 1-12-65 captionedMIBURN, and Bureau latter to Jackson 1-22-65.
Enclosed for the Bureau are original and 7 copies

of letterhead memo containing information furnished by |
(PROS) relating to long-range plans of Mississippi Elan to
bury guns* ammunition and dynamite.

|has been alerted to the fact that the activi-ties surrounding the plans to bury armaments Is of the utmostimportance. Me Is cognisant of the importance of this matter*and mill be alert for any^formation regarding burials of any
guns and ammunition.

Source advised that this was the first time any suchplans have been discussed by leading Elan officials. BOWERS
had never discussed these plans in the presence of the source
prior to this time. There had been no talk in Elan circles of
the plans to bury weapons. Source is aware that the Elan does
have weapons and dynamite; however* he is not aware of any
reports of burials of these weapons.

Searched.
Serialized
Indexed

1• Bureau (Sac.8) RM
* }* Jackson

(1 - 64-11
-̂2-—>

U -\(1 - -72-/JLM:wr

^?DocId: 70100159 Page 118NW: 125
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This his not boon a Klan project sines hs 1MM assusad

a leadership capacity. No Klavern within hit jurisdiction has
accumulated such astarlaIs. Tha plan on tha part of tha 8tata
Klan Is to Instruct tha various Klavern* coacamlng tha burials
and than to hava tha Individuals with tha arsenals contact tha
Isadora and apprlsa than of tha aaounts and locations of tha
weapons burlad. This has not boon brought up In any Klan
wasting In tha Marldlan-Phliadalphla area sines this conversation
with SAM BONUS.

Since this plan Is restrictad to tha White Knights of
tha Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi, and does not extend beyond the
Mississippi State boundary, no other offleas are being advised.
There has bean no Information relating to any connactlon between
tha plana of tha Klan to accusulato weapons and any othsr group
such aa the Minute Men or:followers of Conors1 WALKER.

• 2 -
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
2-2-65•SAC, JACKSON(157-63) DATE:TO

FROM SA CLARENCE 6. PROSPERE

SUBJECT: WHITE KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN
OF MISSISSIPPI
RM

F0IA (b)(7) - (D)

]INFORMANT
DATE OF REPORT
DATES OF ACTIVITY
DATE RECEIVED
LOCATION OF ORIGINAL INFORMATION

1-18-65
1/6-18/65
1-18-65

] who has furnished reliable
information in the past, furnished the following information
to SA CLARENCE G. PROSPERE:

On 1-18-65,

EXTREME CARE SHOULD BE USED IN DISSEMINATING THIS INFORMATION
SINCE IT MIGHT DISCLOSE THE INFORMANT'S IDENTITY AND PLACE
HIS LIFE IN JEOPARDY.
/p - 157-
1 -[

63

1 - 157-JAMES SEALE
1 - 157-JACK SEALE
1 - 157-ERNEST PARKER
1 - 157-JACK WILLIAMS(Employee Larco Drilling Co

Mississippi)
1 - 157-UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA
1 - 157-SAM BOWERS
1 - 157-JULIUS HARPER
1 - 157-A. C. HARRINGTON
1 «= 44-1
1 - 157-KKK ACTIVITY, GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI
1 - 157-922
1 - 140-19

157-852
1 » 44—883

Prentiss,•»

,̂ C3-7Z7

.JNDESEARCHED
__

SERIALIZED..1 tes

FEff'

2^19
FBI — JACKS®CGPshke

(16)
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Rural Free Delivery
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
January 18, 1965

Informant advised that in conversation with JAMES
SEALE and JACK SEALE he has determined that these individuals
are upset over the dismissal of charges which were pending
against JAMES SEALE and CHARLES EDWARDS. The reason for
their being upset was the fact that in the request for dis~
missal of the charges the statement was made that additional
individuals were involved and that further investigation was
being conducted. JAMES SEALE stated that he had been planning
on suing the State of Mississippi and perhaps the FBI for
mistreatment, but at the present time he and JACK SEALE were
reconsidering such action.

Informant advised that BLACKIE JOHNSON of Brookhaven,
Mississippi, advised him that recently he had been a guest

at the PARKER camp on Palmyra Island, at which time JACK SEALE,
ERNEST PARKER and BABY LEE PARKER were also present at the
camp. JOHNSON stated that "they" are worried about the trial
at Meadville, Mississippi, in which JAMES SEALE and CHARLES
EDWARDS have charges pending against them.

Informant advised that JACK WILLIAMS, an employee
of the Larco Drilling Company at Prentiss, Mississippi, advised
that the klansmen in Lincoln, Lawrence and Jefferson Davis
Counties of the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi
are talking about withdrawing from the White Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi and affiliating themselves with
the United Klans of America. The reason given for switching
to the United Klans of America was the fact that klansmen in
the United Klans of America may come out in the open and state
that they are members of the United Klans of America whereas
a klansman in the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi
cannot tell anyone that he is a member of the klan without
violating the constitution of the White Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan of Mississippi.
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Informant advised that in recent conversation with
JULIUS HARPER he determined that there was ill feeling at
this time between HARPER and SAM BOWERS. Informant advised
that he inquired of HARPER whv there was not a state
meeting of officers the preceding Sunday and that HARPER
replied he had been sick but that he was of the opinion that
A. C. HARRINGTON and SAM BOWERS were meeting secretly.
Informant advised that he had received no information
indicating that HARRINGTON was again active in the klan.
Informant advised that HARRINGTON was overheard to make the
statement that he had not been to a state meeting in a long
time.

Informant advised that at the state meeting on
Sunday, January 17, 1965, the only ones present were E. S.
GILBERT and JULIUS HARPER. HARPER advised GILBERT that he
had talked to a professor who is employed at Mississippi
College, Clinton, Mississippi, to help collect money for the
defense of the defendents in the Philadelphia case. HARPER
advised GILBERT that SAM BOWERS was apparently "mad" about
his getting this professor to help collect money.

Informant stated that GILBERT was overheard telling
HARPER that SAM BOWERS could not be trusted and that had
BOWERS gone with GILBERT and BILLY BUCKLES at the last state
meet that SAM BOWERS would not now be the head of the White
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi.

Informant advised that in conversation with numerous
klansmen they are all talking about BARNETT signing a confession
in the Philadelphia case. Then gist of the conversation among
the various klansmen seems to be that if BARNETT did furnish
a signed statement he must be crazy and if he did the klan
will take appropriate action to eliminate him.

Informant advised that he has received information
that CHARLES FALVEY is devoting his entire time to finding
out who the individual is who is furnishing information to
the FBI. Informant advised that he has received information
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that FALVEY strongly suspects E. S. GILBERT of being an
informant of the FBI.

Informant advised that from conversation with
various klansmen he is now of the opinion that a collection
among klansmen will now be initiated and an appeal made to

the public in Mississippi to obtain funds for the defense of
the defendents who have been charged in the Philadelphia
case and are now under arrest and out on bond.

Informant advised that the klan activity in the
Greenville, Mississippi, area is dead. Informant advised
that the reason for the decline in klan activity in the
Greenville area was due to the death of a klansman in the
Washington County Jail following the arrest of this klansman
for participation in the burning of crosses in Greenville.

Informant advised that there is an auto parts man
in Utica, Mississippi, who is selling 303 Enfields for
$12,50 and that this same individual will also supply
ammunition for , these weapons. Informant advised that he
believes this auto parts man is obtaining the guns from a
dealer in Vicksburg, Mississippi.

Informant pointed out that many klansmen have
purchased .30 caliber M2 carbines from Sears Roebuck and
Company because the klansmen could obtain ammunition for
these weapons from the National Guard.

Informant advised that BUCKY MC BRIDE, who is
employed as a carrier in the U. S. Post Office, Brookhaven,
Mississippi, and who is not a klansman, is a gunsmith and
that MC BRIDE has a gun which looks exactly like a Thompson
submachine gun but that the weapon of MC BRIDE is not

automatic. Informant pointed out that BUCKY MC BRIDE is a
brother of the Assistant Chief of Police L. J. MC BRIDE of
Brookhaven, Mississippi.

Informant advised that SAM PARKER of Woodland,
Mississippi, in Chickasaw County, is a klansman. Informant
advised that SAM PARKER was sworn into the klan by SHELBY
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BREWER of Brookhaven, Mississippi, and that he has also heard
BILLY BUCKLES mention SAM PARKER as being a klansman.

Informant advised that he was unable to place the
name CURTIS LEE DAVIS as being an individual known to him
in Lincoln County, Mississippi. Informant advised that he
could recall no klansman who had a 1964 Chevrolet, white
over red, but he pointed out that frequently when a klansman
wished to do something he would borrow an automobile and
quite frequently when the car was borrowed the owner of the
car would not know who had taken his automobile.

Informant advised that he had heard no discussion
either in klan meetings or in conversation with individual
klansmen about any klansman from Mississippi going to
Alabama to take any action against MARTIN LUTHER KING. Informant
advised that he Was of the opinion that if MARTIN LUTHER KING
came to Mississippi that the klan in Mississippi would
definitely attempt to take action against KING.

Informant advised that in recent conversation with
GORDON LACKEY of Greenwood, Mississippi, that LACKEY advised
that he had recently been to the home of SAM BOWERS in Laurel,
Mississippi, and that he was of the opinion that since BOWERS
lived in a colored section of Laurel with a white male
bachelor that he, LACKEY, believed that SAM BOWERS was
possibly "queer". LACKEY went on to say that SAM BOWERS
lived under very filthy conditions and that although he
was invited to spend the night with SAM BOWERS he did not
like the idea of remaining in such a filthy house and therefore
declined the invitation.

Informant advised that JULIUS HARPER had recently
advised him that there are CIA Agents in Mississippi who are
answerable to no one. HARPER stated that he has received
this information from Governor PAUL B. JOHNSON 5 s Office.

4
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2/10/65

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

DIRECTOR, FIX (157-1552)TO:

SAC, JACKSOM (157*640)FROM}

WHITE nuns OF THE KU
KLBX KLAH OP MISSISSIPPI
RACIAL MATTERS

Re Bureau airtel to Jackson 4atad 2/8/65.
Attached arc the original and seven copies

of a letterhead nsogaodus soltable for dissemination
In accordance with referenced airtel.

F0IA( b)(7) - ( D) The source tioaed la the letterhead
who gave the information to

SA JOSH L. MARTIN la January, 1965.

3 •bureau (Enc-8)(XM-AM)
5 * Jackson
^ (1 - 157*63) 7"-/ ... -4;/ -
JWAxRLC
(6)

Searched.
Serialized
Indexed *4
Filed

7
AIRTEL
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Jackscm, Mississippi
February 10,1965

Mmsnxaos ss THK KB
TfffT ff jSM&ggjBBBL

A ware*,who Mae furnished reliable information
in the past* recently advised a Special Agent of the Federal

Han of Mississippi,had been confronted by Mordauat SealItem,
,at a Hen Meeting at Hattiesburg,Mississippi.4m

of Nesting noney**. Hanflten pulled a gun on Sonera and aade
listen to bis conplsints. Iseers aftexvardebln ait

eooaaated that he mould take hie bodyguards and "try"
Hanilten. Sonera nod four bodyguards proceeded to Haailtoa'e

hie
Mat nM&tsLttHWflC£ CQIUMltvlttJ vftl C3P3UUL • BUMUUtt
withdree the Hattiesburg Kiea firan the White Knights of the

•aBnHan,sad the Hattiesburg Klavaras under Baud.1ton's
•—- « *.- — — - -̂.s out— —H» e< — .

0”̂ of tho So Klux lion»

It is the opinion of the source that a serious

an nay taka place within the near future.
A characterisation of the White Knights of the

Be Una Deo of Mississippi is attached.
this docoaaat contains nslther racioausniteHeno
nor conclusions of the FU. It is tha property
of the FBI sad is loaned to your agency$ it and
its contents era not to be distributed outside.

C '/>•V y /
*

8 - Bureau(157-1552)3 - Jackson(157-640)) Q)- 157-63) Searched
Serialized Z-Indexed.
FiledW:/25<flfoGteEfei: 70100159 Page 129
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WHITE KNIGHTS OF THE
KU KL.UX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI

A source advised that on February 15, 1964,
inately 200 members of the Original Knights of the
u>; KJan (OKKKK) from the State of Mississippi met at

> >.\haven , Mississippi. Those present decided to defect
he OKKKK and to form their own klan group in

> -issippi to be known as the White Knights of the
KI.ux Klan of Mississippi.

1
I >

>•

.

This source advised that the aims and purposes of
White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi are to

ir ;serve Christian civilization, protect and promote white
. 'o:acy and the segregation of the races, to fight
/unism and to extend the dignity, heritage and rights of
white race of America ,,

' i -

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 130



2/10/65

AIRTEL

SAC, BIRMINGHAM (157-722)

SAC, JACKS08 (157-471) (P)

UNITED KLAUS OF AMERICA, INC.
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAM
RACIAL MATTERS
(00:BIRMINGHAM)

TO:

FROM:

F0IA( b)(7) - ( D)
On 2/8/65 |

and JOHN H. PROCTOR, JR
Klan organisation hold a

advlMd SAa JOHN MARTIN
that tha Laudardale County, Misa

ting on Saturday, 2/6/65,
concerning dafaction fron tha White Knight# of tha Ku Klux
Klan of Miaaiaaippi (WKXKKOM). Thia neeting was hold at
tha Chunky River Fiah Camp near Meridian, Miaa
from about 8:00 p.n. to 10:00 p.m. Tha
Rev. DKD4AR DENNIS, a Klan official of the WKXKKOM. Also
present at thia meeting ware II L. MC DANIEL, Grand Dragon,
Halted Klan# of America, and a Mr. FOSTER, both of Retches,
Ml##

•f•9

and lasted
ting we# load by

* t

and representing the Halted Klan# of America. Ten
r# were sworn Into the United Klan# of America.

Reverend DELMAR DENNIS was selected Titan for the United
Klan# of America in tha ais-county area surrounding Lauderdale
County and Neshoba County, Miss. One BILLY BIRDSONG, Imperial
Investigator of the NKKKKBKJhroa Meridian, Miss
as Temporary Exalted Cyclops.

•I

was selected! •9

J advised dais group discussed their
dissatisfaction with SAM BOWERS, the Imperial Wixard of the
WKXKKOM and the fact that they would receive no money fron
the State Klan organisation for the defense of those persons
arrested in conne^tjLgn, with the daThs of- the three civil

Serialized 1^7 - £'5 - yn
2 - Birmingham

KS <®-*?57-63) ***-
{ / SMJetlV
J^80(|)cld: 70100159 Page 131
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JH 157-471

In June, 1964.rights worksrs near Philadelphia , Miss
According to tbs Informant, MC DANIEL told those st the

ting that they would receive no financial assistance frcm
the United Klans of Awerlea .

•f

F0IA(b)(7) - ( D) ~~| advised that eight nehbers attending
sting walked out of the nesting and refused to bethis

sworn into the United Klans of Anerica pending consultation
with their individual Klan units (WKKXKQM) . At the above

ting, the group seriously discussed selecting a coneittee
which would be instructed to go to Laurel, Miss
up SAM BOWERS and attewpt to obtain noney which they have
already paid into the Klan treasury for Axes and assess—nts.

to best* I

M*D

BIRMINGHAM

AT BIRMINGHAM. ALABAMA

Will contact logical racial infor—nts and attewpt
to determine just what Klan activity is being conducted in
Mississippi under instructions from the United Klans of
A—rice Headquarters, Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

I
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J
0-9 (hev. 5-C.Z-64) r

F B I

Date: 2-8-65
Transmit the following in

( Type in plaintext or code )

AirtelVia ( Priority )

TojX SAC, Jackson (44-1)
Director, FBI (157-1552)

WHITE KNIGHTS OF THE
KU KLUX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI
RACIAL MATTERS

rom:

ReJNtels captioned "Miburn," dated January 29, 1965,
and February 2, 1965, setting forth information concerning a
meeting of the state Klan cabinet which was to be held in
Jackson, Mississippi, on January 31, 1965.

Immediately submit a letterhead memorandum containing
full details concerning this meeting. If already submitted,
advise date and caption of communication.

A

3L..,AUZ^
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toon mmm OF ms is KUSX KUM or MISSISSIPPI

cendusted tte «MtU|i tad ifprottitily
tssnty iadlvldMlt attended, fohiah lMhd«dt

I. S. Whneaher, Iwwiiht,
land •!Mman for tte Ihlct Christian

Imtctlvi aad Legal Btf«M And (waPLBP)|
>

tocttUfytnMiuv for thi MCPUf i

Nmid L. Akin, iteridin, Httittalfft, «—fobw of tte lofortblt tUifln, fob* hu bsen
arrested for bis —flictty la tbi os—imj—fotn tbt —for of tte tbrtt civil rights
wrkfot ASM 11, it64 j

OMif X. Birdsong, also ksna ss Billy lird—i,
Iforidfoa, Mississippi, Tfowfol lavestig*ter for

taaoxoM)

lev. Biter Tbanli, Xiridte, Mississippi, Province
Titan, —d
tte HCPLBr. •f tte Board of directors for

Hr. (first asm aakaovs) Mbits, Broefcteven, Missis-fopfl, « 1—0000
Baited Klana of teorloo (BXA) sad feraed tte first
Item of tte MOaPBMi is Brute—, Mississippi.
Mr. (first no— unknown) forty, Gulfport, Missis-sippi, o Gulf Coast investigator for tte tHEKHKBC.
Tte Bmteo Tit— from Smith County, Mississippi,

is sot kassa to tte souroo.
Jock mill*—, tte State Kiss Treasurer, Julius

Harper, tte Onad Dragon, Item Crosses, publisher of "Xte
Southern Bevies,” o Klee--typo osospsper, end Morodlth Tatuo,
odlter ef "Tte Bouttern Bevies,” sore not presents tessver,
these indivlduels sore nt previous State Kim Cabinet eaoMngt.
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mm mtmm onsn wax KLAM or xxstiMxm

ft* a*la toggle*1 ft* ftamy $1 wring —a ft* ted
Hite te te dtte* ti ft* slghra— dated—ft »—tly
«—d te ter nrrttifltoi la te ante »1 Klteal
tecnv, ladras doatea, oad teas Chansy.

te Mkita Christian tetaotte te Local Bateaa ted
(MOPL&F) ha# fcaaa te—d hy tha WOW* aad ia te principal
Wtelai *rs**lutlM mate aad argaaiasd toy tha mm.

Liao aa tha ay—tla —s» <l> dia—sal— —ana-fag tha
a£ tha 13—rtap-ad —tori— aa trial— aa of
1 m dig—i— aa—a—log stopping if local mxvit*— aad ——Inga,te atraaallalac tha

'

organisation tea tha
laaal a» tha ttata local;(!)dlaaaaaiaa of tha lane nga plaa*
of tha IXaa —arnlng tell of go—, i—mltfan, dynaaits,te
ftt—aatai te(4)41a—Inn son——lag tha WRIT.

Uftha
Mate IS

lattan aadar tha iottorhte of tha WPUf)alone
Util dEMl AXtXtlM 9S vwTMICUM Ml W «1111 ttt Fr08#<lll1?#i
te rlacing «ad Collaatloa of tea** — distribute to tha
gtec* tel dlatrlhntl— of jam aallaltlag teda ia to ha
ItKkate,te te lattara ——anting —nay ara to ha diatrib-ote fh—nghoat te fttata. It —a fa—nght ant at te nooning
that only action Klaaaaan —old ha alio—d to ha an te Ite
of Mr—tors te te hat,obiah iaalndaa Una— Croon—,Ctata Chat—|da— g—ttnma,id—i,Mlaaiaaippl; X.H.
te—ter,Kaocalafas, Mlaatsalppl; Xar.Dal—r ia—la,Haridfaa,
Mississippi;te Jtea X. g—par* Cite,Kiaaiaaippi.

41— diacuaaad at te —atfag oaao te longer—go
ala— of te wnrwffll a—earning te hnrial of fifty pnreaat of
all at—, rtynanita, an—aiti— te a—te* Cm Be—, te
Taparlal Visard,had provisosly talhod ah—t building up a sate
of ar—, —d at this —sting ha olahorate teter — te i—m
te this build-up. Ha told tha gr—p ho had xosai—4 Ute—ti—

a)a
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that tb» —ia— an —lag Gaagalait traafi la data dally.
Iha ttaan a— —lag trainsd la Mi sad an t* land* Ha*Sailad Ifeataa ty «y of thi tulf Coast, la baUana tint tin
11—a— ——Id ba —ad — fig— la —a Co—lot ipsa—ad
lag— nlalUaa.

tba g—ap# tin latioaal Guard «ait» through—t —a Kaath «111 —Tads—11—d sad ta—a ft— tin —la. laa—ry sf Oaf——WiWi— «111 that t «— soar tbs IIauthors at— ta tbs lag——ball, la obits —la is tbs South «111 ka —la—tad aad
as—d ta tbs Mart§u

tba Taptrial Visard balls—a that tba f—th—r has
t— ebal—aj bs — ba a—rt sad as—* ar ha a— ba right sod
fight, lass—s af tbla fartbaaaiag la—a—a, it «111 bs —sssasry
to —lid — s —aha af ar— ablab Mississippi Usasa— mmj a— ta
fftgbt aff tba faaaual>t*apoaaorad lag— —rlaiag.

It «as tbs sbser—ti— sf tbs csafldaatlal as— aba
at—adad ti— —atlsg —at tbs Haas— aba list—ad to »a—rait—lag —Is la—1— did —t taka —a T—aria! Visard
isrl—aly. fbsy dsabt that tbsrs «111 — — lavas:t—,sad tbsy
rhlah ti—t ft— ftsaars aanraly prspatad tbla thaary ta balld up
Kl— a—a far as— sthar rasa—.

Vhila tba group did dts— tba rasa— far tba build-up, — apaslflc pis— «ara aads or rapsrtsd —seaming tba burial
sf sr—.

rapsrtsd by as—1 provisos loads— st this
Stats asstlag tbst it is virtually laps—lb— to —it as*
aahbors — bold —stings — s Is—1 sr fttsts ——1. fhsy
attrl—tsd tbla dlffloulty to tbs aids opr—d publicity gl—a

It a—
ta sots st violas— parpatratad by tbs Kl— sad tba —seat
sr— sf tbs dsfsndsnta far tba aardar sf tba tbrsa civil rights
asrbs—.b— diaraptsd tbs XI— srgaalsatl—, abicb baa —d — a —atsaiagsf ——st la tbs Kl— — tbs part sf Mi—laslpplaas.

Certain
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mm ranm oraa XB tax turn orwmuxvm

thl UM. foto Wwfcw of iMCttlikt,MUflwiift, Cold tlM
limp that tho "telwain am IMI ollaiaatod,"*UM tarn far
Mrlotoil* H yolatod mt that m fltmmm Mo hoo arar tiUnd
to tit*911 hit mr ten"altoitwatad,"
Mot tilhlai to thi m It o oorloao off——,«4 thij Mt bo
ChM thay M Mt CM my with it*

It MO brought oat ot tho Stoto Un Coblaot
# bo to to bo

givn « "jab," Thlo would ooooiot at blowiag «0•obutoh or
o OM hoaoo. If tho UUMS auipoctod of tolkiag dooo oat
go ibuari with tho "jab* thou ho io oouoidorod o award or oa
loforaor. Za oithar MM,ho Mould bo doolt with accordingly.

las

la iNor to fruatrata laaMtlgattoao of viaUnco by
Ha HI,tho scour doaldad that oooo tho Mfutorluu oa wioloaeo
io Uftot,tho CMUOD Cyrclaya of ooah Klurara Mould Mho or *
Hot of oolwatooro for "Ska Jaba."
thn ho bo fluid la o bat,MOM by tho Sooltod Cyolopo,ood
Mo ladlviduai
to oorry oat tho rortiMlor ulooloa. Thlo woy oaly tho laoitod
Cyclafa ood tho lodirlduol carrying oat tho ”JabM will kaaw who
aarrlad Mt tho odLooioa.

Individual* oolootod ofaoald than bo lootruetod

fha aaurea odwiood Mot la oorly Ban—OOT, MO Xororlol
Wiaard lapoaod o mratorlaa oa yiilowt oa all activitiaa of Mo
Klao. Sown would gird at orpwwl for buralaga,boobing*»
bootlogo,or Mtdan, duo to Mo iatoaoiwo invaatigatioo ood tho
koony cancoutration of fBX Agaato throughout Mlaalaelypl.

Tho groor agroort Mot aa of Hmh IS,tho Klan-1apoiadaratarlua oa vlalaaea Mould bo liftodo

Aftor Mo aootiag,caofidoatial oouroo uinglad with
hio follow Xloauaoa, IhoAr oooworootloa couooitrotod oa Sou
loworo,Mo lofortal Waard. It woo Mo ofdaioa of MM of tho
ltiooiooirri XUmmm Mot Sowon woo la Mo KUa for "paraoaal
gola.** ha woo oeeaood of boiag o "loaor," ood Mo thoary of Mo
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WfX KMZflKfS OP 1» ID mz HAM OP MISSXSSim

Caagttaaa ItMtlM mm •hit far-fatchad. tb grawp mimb
t» fib h>g|il Miib «i •"ditMtlW bMiifit •£ bis «tr—mfiii aad ludicmi tattles la tfj4i|fit aaatpa «U«|b

4
uMAt t

la
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2-15*65

AIRMAILAUTIL

DIRBCTOR FBI(157-1552)TO:

nmi SAC JACKSON (157-63)
WHITE KNIGHTS 07 THE K2J KLJX KLAN
or MZMTssxm
BM

X* Jackson teletypes to Bureau captioned MXBURH,
1-29-65 sad 2-2-65; and Bureau eirtel to Jaekam 2-6-65.

F0IA( b)(7) - ( D) Inclosed for the Bureau are an original and itwa
copies of LMM containing informtlon furnished by

~

relating the developments at a State Klan Cabinet ting held
1-31-65.at JiduoB, Mias•»

12M concerning the long-range plans, discussed at
this easting, of the Mississippi Klan to bury guns, munition
and dynaelto, has been furnished the Bureau in an airtel dated
2-6-65 captioned "Acquisition of Weapons and explosives by Klan
and Klan-type Groups, Racial Matters.**

Inferaation oncoming the White Christian Protective
a furaishad to the Bureau In an alrteland legal Defense Fund

dated 2-2-65 and captioned,"White Christian Protective and
legal Defense FUnd.M

Bureau (Inc.8) RM
Jackson
(1 - 157-2366)(1 - 157-63)nrn

&
£>% V c-

(1 - 64-1)JIM:«r
(7)
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JH 157-63

Tkt Informtion concerning the ttdtt Ourlitiu
Protective ad Logoi Defease gtad mo originally trough
is •lutt IUa Cabinet —ting of 1*20-65, the dotolit
«6161 ON not forth in tho IBM of 2-2*65. Tho gmup dlscussed
furthor dotolls concerning tho fond ot tho 1-31-65 no#ting.

t oat
of

F0IA( b)(7) - (D) Oaring tho discussIon on 9BI lnformnts st tho
ting, tho group brought oat tho foct thotStoto Klon Coblnot

fro* Jackson, Miss, (opporootly
ms o Bar— Informnt. They discussed, generally cl loinsting
lnformnts; however , no specific sathorlsstlon ms given for

Fete Sbumker, Koscuisko, Miss
ting, end ell oftho nordcr of this Informnt. •»

govs o description of the Informnt st the
the makers said they maid bealert for this Individual.

has been alerted, and appropriate socarlty
wllllo alert for any

other Informtloa concerning any attaapts to harrass or hill
tm inrorwmc*

- 2 -
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“10-106-05OPTIONAL. FORM NO- 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
. SAC, JACKSON (157-63) DATE: 12/3/64TO

I

. IC KENNETH D. KENDRICKFROM

. STATE MEETING, KKKSUBJECT: RM

Re memo of SA THOMPSON BERRY WEBB 11/17/64.
On 12/3/64 Mrs. NELL HINTON, Clerk, Tag Division,Jackson, Miss. advised IC KENNETH D. KENDRICKMVC,

the information regarding the following 1965 Miss,license was obtained from the Miss. Passenger Gar?ax Collectors report.
1965 Miss, license LD 1365 was iissued 9/29/64 bythe Lauderdale Couhty SO to B.L. AKIN, Mobile HomeSales, Meridian, Miss, for a 1965 Cadillac, VIN CD6286l„
1965 Miss. License T 4693 was^sued 10/64 by theRankins county SO to G
for a 1963 Pontiac, vHf"

OIC, address Puckett, Miss.
1965 Miss. License T 4350yTas issued 10/64 by theounty JLQ, to R >R >^%ay>20611 May Jackson87 Miss, for a I960 Chevrolet, lydr., VIN 01519S108936„
1965 Miss. License T 5943 waaAssued by the RankinCounty SO 10/64 to E, G. McgONALD. BrandonRd, Jackson, Miss, for a Chevrolet, VIN 58J218922.
(2)
KDK/

SERIALIZE 1. DEC
|- r~ir

vn/lcK ¥NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 1 7C(jJeM)-



Alrtel

Tot SAC, Jackson (44*1)

Front Dimtor, FBI <157-IMF)

WHITE menrs OF THX
XU KUK SLAM OF MISSISSIPPI
RACIAL MATHERS

pttoned "Mlburn,” dated January 29, 1955,ReJNtelS
and February 2, 1996, sotting forth information ooneornlng a
nosting of the stats Xian cabinet which was to be held la
Jackson, Mississippi, on January 31, 1995,

Imediately subsit a letterhead
full details concerning this

te and caption of c
containing

ting. If already submitted,
teation.

I

- 7 5 //S" '2>-i
•'Cll ?

SEP.nCi.-7
SERIALIZE - 5.":.

f F R 8 1 9'
I.9CKSONr

I

f
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F' D-350 ( 4-3-62 )

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

CROSSES BURN IN SEVERAL
CITIES AFTER PHONE CALL

( I n d i c a t e p a g e , n a m e o f
n e w s p a p e r , c i t y a n d s t a t e. )Following an anonymous telephone call to The Clarion-

Ledger Saturday night announcing a revival of activity of
the Ku Klux Klan in Mississippi, crosses were burned at
several towns in South Mississippi.

In McComb, two crosses were burned at Negro churches
and one at a white church; in Summit, two burned at a
school and near the postoffice. In Tylertown, crosses burned
on all four sides of the city.

The earnest caller, who used a pay station phone, said
the burning are “visible evidence of the revival of the
invisible empire of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan."

An anonymous but very earnest telephone caller who
deposited something around $1 for a pay-station call to the
Clarion-Ledger Saturday night, announced:

“The cross burnings in South Mississippi Friday and
Saturday nights are visible evidence of the reactivation
of the invisible empire of the Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan/'

Page 1

THE CLARION LEDGER
and

JACKSON DAILY NEWSJACKSONt UTSS ,

The voice refused questioning interruptions and rattled
on with reading a prepared statement, delivered too rapidly
for a reporter to copy down, but it was filled with reference
to defense of states’ rights, opposition to communism, care
for widows and orphans, preservation of “our w^y of life,”
strdhgtfaeiiirife existing society by every means atfhilable
promote and encourage pure Americanism.

1 /26/6bD a t e:

E d i t i o n :

A u t h o r:

E d i t o r:

Onaube? CrossBurnings . MeComb,u u t ., l / f 5/6k

T i t l e

C h a r a c t e r:
o r

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n :
S u b m i t t i n g O f f i c e 09*1*3ft*

/ .tr 7- A .
-V7

:X: 7
/ '

SEARCHED .. .̂.INDEXEDSERIALIZED FILED
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OPYlONAl FORM MO. 10

UNWED •STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum ?.<
\

: SAG, JACKSON(157-63) 2/15/65TO DATE:

: SA CLARENCE G. PROSPEREFROM

SUBJECT: WHITE KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX JOAN
OF . MISSISSIPPI
RM

F0IA(b)(7) - ( D)
Informants:'
Date of Report:
Dates-of Activity:
Date Received:
Location of Original
Information:

\

2/4/65
i/20/65 - 2/4/65
2/4/65

\
\
\

...
\

\

\ \
\ \

\
\

i
\

;
\\

On 2/4/65,
information In the past, furnished the following informa-tion to SA CLARENCE G.PROSPERE:

who has furnished reliable
>

i.i
i

i.
\ \
i.

.1
V

EXTREME CARE SHOULD BE USED IN. DESSIMINATXNGTHIS INFORMATION SINCE IT MIGHT DISCLOSE THE INFORMNT'SIBENTITT AND PLACE HIS LIFE IN JEOPARDY.

\
V \ •<

'I
•;
\
i

1
\\

I
I
1

.*M<

.:«c1

l-
157-63157-C.J.SEALE ,

1 - 157 - JULIUS HARPER
1 - 157-SAM BOWERS
1 - 44-11 - 157-23661’ - ’157-(guns stolen from Armory, Collins, Mi^s.)1\- 157-16961 V. 157-14171 4 157-24331 157-24341 -\ 157-24351 - \157-2436

i

;
)

i
l

:*

' r.
‘

r
/sJi -

1 - 157-341 - 157-CHARLES FaIvey
1 - 157-OTt of AQ .ADAMS Comfy
1 « 157' •'ETC OF A, Lincoln County

NW: 12580 page)

INDEXEDSEARCHED .
SERIALIZED ED
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*

JN 157-63
157-TOBK LBOGETT
157-HOUSTON JORDAN
157-1092157-1093157-914157-934157-749157-235552-80157-(Southern Review)

1
1
1

1
1

1
COP/l»J(29)
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Mural Fre® Delivery
Baton Rouge, La,
February 4, 1965

Approximately two weeks ago, JULIUS 114KFM mdethe statement that G* J, SEALE, Crossroads, Mississippi,had been to see him and wanted,, to know i£ the Klmn couldhelp the people In Bogaiusa, Louisiana,

On Monday, February 1, 1965, JULIUS HARPERstated that he was the one who started the collection forthe Individuals arrested In the Philadelphia Case and thatSAM BOWERS was trying to take this away from him,HARPER stated that there were many people in this ftrai Priv®for the White Christian Protective and Legal Dafanaa Fundwho were not Rlansman, Informant advised that the iudivl*duals who are putting out the jars for the collection ofmoney In the various business establishments throughoutthe state of Mississippi, are the Province Officers,
HARPER stated the Han had had letters printedwhich the Rian Is going to mail to businessmen all over thestate of Mississippi, asking for donation®. Informantadvised that he was to pick up some of these letters onFebruary 4, 1965, but that his contact did not show up andtherefore he had not been able to obtain any of theseletters as yet.
Informant advised that at the last state meet ofthe office® which was on Sunday, January 31, 1965, thatonly JULIUS HARPER and ISAM BGWKRS were present and thatthese two met with an outside group which is not in the Elen,This outside group consist of professors, doctors, lawyers,and so forth, and all of these ip

state meeting of officerswith HARPER and BOWERS have their -names in the letter which is to be circulated.
dividual® who were at the

The state meeting of offices*which has been takingplace each Sunday at Crystal Springs, Mississippi, are nowhandled by the offI,&®sassembling at a super market parkinglot in Crystal Springs, lata in the evening on .Sundays fromwhich they drive to Jackson, Mississippi, where the meetsare held,

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 147
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F0IA(b)(7) - ( D) 1
with HOUSTON JORDAN, CHARLES FALVEY, and GARLAND WHITE,all Brookhaven, Mississippi, and others throughout theSouthern portion of Mississippi, and that there is"Strong talk" about reorganizing the Klan and going underground. Should the Klan reorganize the idea put forthso far is that they will form in small groups and makeevery effort to hide their identity. Informant advisedthat there has been consideration by the state officers toadvise the Klan that should there be any reorganizationand small groups are formed that the state officers and thestate organization will retaliate against any small group.Informant advised that this is only talk so far among thesfcste officersand that no definite action has been decidedon.

There are to be no more state meets such as theone in Simpson County in November, 1964, and the earliermeet in Raleigh because of the article in Newsweek datedDecember 21, 1964, and the Saturday Evening Post articleof about the same date. The state officers have advisedthat the FBI knows too much about what's going on at thestate meets and therefore all subsequent meetings will bethrough provinces. • > * .

Informant advised that he knew there was to bea meeting in Brookhaven, Mississippi, on January 24, 1965,but that he had been unable to attend this meeting. Hestated he had no doubts but what the meeting was managedby A, C.HERRINGTON, but that he had no information thatHERRINGTON was again active in' the Klan He pointed outthat when he had last contacted HERRINGTON that HERRINGTONhad advised him that he was out of the Klan and takingno further action.
• '

Informant advised that from what he was toldregarding this meeting, he was of the opinion that themeeting at Brookhaven, Mississippi, on January 24, 1965,was a province meeting. He stated he could npt believethat HERRINGTON would address members by their numbers asthe numbers are assigned by individual Klavems and if
2NW: 12580 Dodd: 70100159 Page 148
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F0IA(b)(7) - ( D)

this was a province netting he would be out of orderto address anyone by a numb
duals might answer*

yone of several Indlvi-
Informant advised that ha doubted very stronglythat there were as many as 200 maiSbars present at thenetting in Brookhaven, Mississippi, on January 24, 1965*He pointed out that when the Xian was originally formedIn Lincoln County, Mississippi, that they experiencedgreat difficulty in locating a netting hall'tiftloh wouldaccommodate overlOO members* Informant advised that heknew of no meeting place presently available-to the Xiantm the Brookhaven area which would aoconnodate as nany as2yo individuals*
Informant advised that on the morning ofFebruary 4, 1965, he was in conversation with CHARLESFALVEY and that he inquired of FALVEY if VALVE* was puttingany Jars for the White Christian Protective and LegalDefense Fund* FALVEY replied that he was not,after whichthe informant advised FALVEY that JUJLXDS HARPER had toldhim that he had sent some Jars to FALVEY* Informantadvised that FALVEY replied that he had not received anyJars whatsoever and the Informant advised that FALVEYd sincere in what he said*

out

se

Xn connection with the gunsstolen at the Armoryin Collins, Mississippi, Informant advised that anIndividual(FNttJ)HANKINS, who is approximately 5 feet 9Inches tall, blond, stocky build,and wears glasses, whoresides in Taylorsville, Mississippi, originally told himthat he, HANKINS, knew who to get In touch with to obtainguns which were stolen from the Armory at Collins*Informant advised that later he received information thatwas riding around Mississippi with some ofthese stolen guns in the trunk of his car and thatpeddling these
heard that[

FOIA(b)(7) - (C)
FOIA(b)(7) - ( D)

guns* Informant advised he later
had taken a load of thesewood, Mississippi* Informant stated he hasregarding these guns lately but that he does recall thatwhan there was talk among the Klansmen regarding the

was
to Green*
nothing

guns
heard
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F0IA(b)(7) - (D)

theft of these guns shortly after they were stolen that
he heard that the individuals who had burglarized the
Armory were from Louisiana. Infondant pointed out that
he had merely heard this and could not vouch for the
veracity of this statement.

Informant advised that he has heard of no
further activity on the part of PRENTISS SMITH, a
Klansman from Gulfport, Mississippi.

Informant advised that C.J, SEALE, Crossroads,
Mississippi, and Doctor (PUB) ADAMS, a Chiropractor, also
of Crossroads, got to feuding between themselves and
split the Klan up in the Crossroads area. Informant ad-vised that he is now of the opinion that Doctor ADAMS
is now out of the Klan.

Informant advised that in connection with the
Klaveras at Picayune, Mississippi, that he knows there
are at least two Klavems operating in the Picayune area.
He pointed out that VARNADO was the Exha1ted Cyclops of
one of the Klavems at Picayune but that he does not
know if VARNADO is presently an EC.

Informant advised that he has not heard anything
about the United Klans of America in Adams County,
Mississippi* He stated he has heard that there is a
group of KLansmen who were members of the White Knights of
the Ru Klux Klan of Mississippi in the Brookhaven area
who are now talking of going with the United Klans of
America.

Informant advised that TOBE LEGGETT of Brookhaven,
Mississippi, is reportedly accusing HOUSTON ,JORDAN of
furnishing information to the FBI.

Informant advised that he has not been to Natchez
in several months and that he has obtained no information
regarding the bombing of Mayor JOHN NOSSER'S home or the
bombihg of WILLIE WASHINGTON'S residence.

4
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F0IA(b)(7) - ( D)

Informant advised that he has heard AlTEOMDiSALVO mention VIRGIL DECKMAN and CLYDE MOREISOM andthe informant is of the opinion that these two individualsare from the Golf Coast area.
Informant advised that LLOYD CASE, on whom hehas previously furnished information, is an individualfrom Brookhaven, Mississippi, who presently drives aButane Gas truck for the Tessas Company, He stated thewife of LLOYD CASE is a Beauty Operator.
informant advised that the individual on whom hehad previously furnished information by the name of(mo COWART is LOUIS COWART who was elected State Investi-gator when the Klan was originally formed in LincolnCounty, Mississippi, Informant advised that LOUIS COWARThas deserted his wife and left the Brookhaven area,is reportedly residing now somewhere in the state ofLouisiana, exact address unknown. Informant describedLOUIS COWART as white headed, approximately 60 years old,has large ears, and a Oem&n accent, COWART was a retiredservice nan and it was for this reason that he quit theRian because he believed that if the Armed Services foundout that he was a member of the Ru ELux Han that he wouldthen loose his Government pension.
Informant advised that JULIUS HARPER had statedthat the FBI had been by to talk to him. Informant statedthat HARPER made no mention ©f the burnings of the twotegr© Masonic Lodge Halls and the one ifegro Knights ofPythias Hall in Warren County, Mississippi, ©a January 181965, Informant stated he was still of the opinion thatthe burning ©f these three lodge halls could have been .

by one of the three following KlavernsJ Vicksburg, Utica,Bolton, Informant pointed out that there were Radicalmembers in any ©ne of these three Klaverms. He ails©pointed out that the members of these three KX&vems arevery close mouthed about their activities.

He

' «* *

0

V

5
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F0IA(b)(7) - (D)
•«

*

Informant advised that he had heard no mention
of the theft of the explosives and ammunition from the
Pelham Range, Fort McClellan, Alabama, between January 22-28, 1965« Me stated he would be alert for any informa-tion regarding explosives which had been taken*

Informant advisee) that his considered guess
for the present membership of the White Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan Of Mississippi would be between 1,000 and
1,500 active members who are still attending meetings and
paying dues* He pointed out that other members had lost
Interest and were no longer attending meetings or
participating in any way with Klan activities*

Informant advised that WASP stood for White
Anglo Saxon Protestant* Informant stated that WASP was
the brain child of SAM BOWERS and was just another
opportunity for SAM BOWERS to write something. Informant
stated it was SAM BOWERS who wrote all of the throw-awayswhich had been distributed at the state meets which were
captioned "WASP",

'

,

*

'

Informant made available a copy of the "Southern
Review", a newspaper published at Jackson, Mississippi.
He stated that this paper which was volume 1, number 6,
dated January, 1965, was written almost in its entirety
by SAM BOWERS* Me pointed out that he had previously
furnished Information that the Southern Review was now
the means by which the Klan distributed information*

i

;

;

:

'v : •

H .

k

::• ! i

‘ .|' ,'r

'1

r
;;

6*
(

12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 152NW: :

k

\
\



K

JMkna, m—1—« >*Mtafy It* IMS

M T-l* t
iriMIt lag—itl— is tte fwt* mtrtm&l «*mm rim In

#

:

frier t»

«m, H «r rtwt Mwwy 4* MSS* lUly UMan|# bfarlal
TwjjHyfr, WBBBMW* wrtfl «
! §• wiitlffli rliHwfii Id*It

4 K*

:

i

F0IA(b)(7) - ( D)
V•

»
I

JIM:wr
’’’cd
Jis'd

• 'dexeiL
T ;:td -—

*:•
(12) /:

x i . V

157-63 i

*7v

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 153
7-£ -$ - 7J>

'4



r

mammm w 9JSnDnXMUB ĴBL t̂l 1

t Mif •m feataa iaataiManta M«|af HUrti1|fcli
lirKmj
teaMi Cwaty*

91
ti”* Mi*a—It j «u a*

imply tauM la tit mmim tl Da Kim «lvU rt#i

ta mum,

limit f —ilitaly, Ilrimag »a§— t iftti tfca

ttMI« mw# tit WattiiM Xlau n fapatai tit mti if
Sm iaata titt,"If tiya lilim 4mm't litoa it, fe*ma «t

tit tilti itigt. Mi nmOTf I ta a (rat aatm tit

Amaatim ta t
tit ftaata

kmt litimly mjty mi apt*. *. L. Mtitafal »
ama ter tit Stitt lima fm tit atm af KUttmlaal,W 9

Ifaalal Mi4» "Mt la tfea Itittitm w a Mttttiat.
«Elat feaar titia it amtit*a

Btilti Elam.

•1 m

NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 154



attaanllai wars. fhay

far eta>111tty la Ha will tl Ha tfcraa «tvti

4. T. Imatt*! aa aaplayaa tl lsraard L. Akias
(lint

till? llfliwii laparia!iwtt|inr( MWHHM}

aparatar la Mnidlni
HftJJMMT BMMdUlp fWVUMMI TitCK|vKKKKflM)

Billy JN laavis$

JMM ft annrlii also karsa as "fats" Harris,
s tofaHmr is Ha iavsivftag Ha aavdsars

(Tint

sppsiatal rxfflaa Tits* ivr
Ha Haltad 11MS.

iat* Ha till paailag aaaaaltatlsa with Hair iattHAal salts.
Assardlat ta tbs SMIUMHSI SHOW, tbs aaia

- 3 -
NW: 12580 Docld: 70100159 Page 155



•* -
•«P•* ** *•»•*» «WW»w i f w n

’in«» •*•» m m WM

»>||W|X|•l ifniti «rm
TUTUHTT «1» WWW*4tn•TOW "» «i**n*9

"M‘n*** MMT irm *«niiPK "IPH —to **mnn
Mm *«nv *1pmm i

*m«t* «liim
tNrywi «n|« wiftlM||

« MM* IMIIP MMfifiH M*t 9»
m mm fMMMMPf MB pMfMpM *|Wl •*» «|af||«Wi|«|MfPtW

pMBMfMMMI «MB Mp *MMSMMM UTi-mm M *|*IMT

•Timnwi »«nm >•no«n «M» «WI*mam m »* »»
MM

IfM—K
pfmm imp mm wmgmm mm

l|Mt|lMMtfB< M
S JSMMM M*i*• r

«4 ton



2-19-«

20: DIRECTOR FBI

FBOM: SAC JACKSON (137-63)

MWTI mom OF THX
ni MJJBX GLAD OF MXSSISS1FF1
BACIAL MATTKBS

1« Jecksea teletype^ 2-6,9 6 16-65, captloud
KZBnDTi BttTMu tirttli to Jockooa 2-10 6 15*65, captioned"won noons o r m m mix ELAN OF mss. •IACIAL MATTERS."

Inclosed for the Burecu ore original and 7 copiesof UM sotting forth information eonconing the defection of
certain of the unuUM to the United Elans of Aeorlca.

F0IA( b)(7) - ( D) JN f-1 is

JR T-2 is (PROTECT IDENTITY).

Bureau (Inc.6) RM
Jackson
<1 - 64-1)

i'Jfa-od—!rdexecL
___q - 137-43) ffoSSp

(1 . U7-471\ (OTA)
/

T\led(* *

JLMter
(7)
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0-9(Rev. 5-22-64)
o :

F B I

Date: 2/10/65
Transmit the following in

( Type in plaintext or code )

AirtelVia
( Priority )

SAC, Jackson (44-1)
Director, FBI (157-1552)

WHITE KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI
RACIAL MATTERS

To:

rom:

ReJNairtel 2/6/65 captioned "Miburn."
ReJNairtel setting forth information concerning

certain members of above-captioned organization leaving
that organization to become affiliated with the United
Elans of America, Inc Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.• >

Immediately submit original and seven copies
of letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination
containing pertinent information regarding this situation.
Additional information obtained indicating members of
captioned organization affiliated with the United Klans
should be furnished to the Bureau in a form suitable
for dissemination.

C y

r/-
iNnFXEDSEARCHED

SERIALlZED^̂ b-FILED Ŝ

FEB 1?> W65
/
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7-9 (Res. 5-22-64)

F B I

2-15-65Date:

Transmit the fol lowing in
( Type in plaintext or code )

AirtelVia
( Priority )

T o S A C, Jackson

worn: Director, FBI (157-15991)
WHITE KNIGHTS OF THE
KU KLUX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI
RACIAL MATTERS

ReJNtel 2-9-65 captioned "Miburn."
Immediately submit letterhead memorandum suitable

for dissemination containing pertinent information regarding
Klan activity set forth in reJNtel.

Information concerning Klan activities submitted by
summary teletypes captioned "Miburn" should also be submitted un
the substantive caption for the Klan and in a disseminable form.der

74C
SEARCHED j

SERIALIZE?>;>2:
FEB 16 1965

*”
f

•P3I — “•CKS'Jrc.
/h

t,

/s^c:
1
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5010-106-05OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1062 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
2/24/65SAC, JACKSON (157-63)TO DATE:

SA REESIE L. TIMMONSFROM

WHITE KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN
OF MISSISSIPPI

SUBJECT:

RM

On 2/20/65, at 5:06 p.m three individuals were
observed to enter a white 1964 Chevrolet in the parking lot
at the rear of Primo's on North State Street, Jackson,
Mississippi, and proceed north on US Highway 51 to the
Highland Village shopping center parking lot.

• >

Shortly after arriving there these individuals were
observed to depart the 1964 Chevrolet bearing 1965 Missis-
sippi plates 15-508, registered to JULIUS HARPER of Crystal
Springs, Miss., and enter a white 1964 Oldsmobile bearing
1965 Miss, plates HD 7400, registered to HARVEY H. HEREDEEN,
4013 Jiggetts Street, Jackson, and drive through the residential
area near this parking lot for about ten minutes, then pull
up into the garage of the residence at 4013 Jiggetts Street.

This automobile stayed in this garage for several
Du#- to the nature of the area the writer departedminutes.

the area and joined SA JENNINGS on US 51 NQrth.
At 5:37 p.m. the individual who drove the 1964

Chevrolet registered to HARPER was observed standing on
the sidewalk of the Highland Village Shopping Center.
Shortly thereafter the individual who drove the 1964
Oldsmobile was observed standing some 50 yards past the first
individual also apparently trying to locate some other
individual. This man shortly returned to his Oldsmobile
where he sat until about 6:15, when he left the area alone
and returned to the Jiggetts Street address.
<?:157-63

157-JULIUS HARPER
1 - 157-HARVEY Hn HEREDEEN
RLT/lsj

i v/ ^ O - J U- ^S’*

SEARCHED INDUtu
SERIALIZED .. F I L E / —--•4>-i/"S

(3)
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9010-100

•UNITED STATES G RNMENT

' Memorandum
DATE: 6/27/66SAC , JACKS)N (157-63)TO

PHILLIP S. ENDRESSAFROM

WKKKK0MSUBJECT:

In connection with the destruction of channelizing memoranda , the information contained on the
serials listed below was incorporated in a report dated
this report was made from serial

April 20, 1965 . The review for
762669 through serial

In accordance with the above, the following serials are to be destroyed:

Volume Serials (List by serial or serial scope. )

Original in67012
Original in671F0IA(b)(7) - ( D)
Original in672
Original in673
Original in674
Original in675
Original in676
Original in677
Original in678
Original in679
Original in680
Original in681

689 Original in
690 Original in

1 5T U U3 0691 Original in
SEARCHEDOriginal in

Original in
692 INDEXED

SERIALIZEDFilm \L̂
693 Vi|j

694 Original in FBI — N

Original in695
Original in698

1 ApprovedNo. of copies V O- k lNW: 12580 rRSSdJ 100159 Page 161 l^WpateDestroyed by
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5010-10«

’UNITED STATES G RNMENT

SACTO DATE:

SAFROM

SUBJECT :

In connection with the destruction of channelizing memoranda, the information contained on the

serials listed below was incorporated in a report dated
this report was made from serial

. The review for
through serial

In accordance with the above, the following serials are to be destroyed:

Volume Serials (List by serial or serial scope.)

Original in69912
F0IA(b)(7) - (D) Original in703

Original in705
(706

Original-in
Original in

707
708
709

Original in710
Original in711
Original in714
Original in715
Original in716
Original in718
Original in719
Original in722
Original in723
Original i724 lOriginal i725
Original in726
Or-fg-fnal -i r728

Approved

Destroyed by

No. of copies
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2010-10*

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO SAC DATE:

SAFROM

SUBJECT :

In connection with the destruction of channelizing memoranda , the information contained on the
serials listed below was incorporated in a report dated
this report was made from serial

. The review for
through serial

In accordance with the above, the following serials are to be destroyed:

Volume Serials (List by serial or serial scope.)

12 731 Original in
732F0IA(b)(7) - ( D) Original in

Original in733
734 Original in

Original in735
736 Original in

Original in737
Original in738

739 Original in
743 Original in

Original in744
745 Original in
746 Original in

Original in752
Original in753

758 Original in
Original in761

No. of copies : Approved
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