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DIRECTOR, FBI

JtMTTSBURGH
10/12/65TO DATE:

XFROM : rfi (157-429) (RUC)x (9i • THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSESUBJECT:
RM

Re Baltimore letter to the Bureau dated 9/22/65.'—
On 10/4/65, CLYDE B. KING, Management Assistant,/̂Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, Harpers Ferry,W. Va., advised that there is no known meeting place

in Harpers Ferry, W. Va., which might be used for a
meeting of the Deacons For Defense, with the exception
of the high school auditorium and the National Park

r Service facilities at the Mather Training Center.
* vv<**

/KTNG said that to his knowledge there has been no effort
made by any group to have any type of a meeting in
Harpers Ferry, W. Va., on 12/4/65.

KING identified 12/4 as the anniversary of
the date of the hanging of JOHNTBROWN at nearby Charles
Town, W. Va.

/
/

It is noted that the Harpers Ferry, W. Va
Post Office services much of the nearby area located
in the State of Maryland.

• J

KING said that the I.B.P.O.E. W. (Negro Elks)
have their national headquarters at what is known as
the JSennedy Farmhouse, which is actually the farmhouse

by JOHN BROWN and his raiders before their attack
e arsenal at Harpers Ferry in 1859. This farm-fcis located in Maryland, approximately one-halfIrom the Samples Manor Church. KING pointed outIhe property owned by the I.B.P.O.E.W. includesIs outlying buildings besides the Kennedy Farmhousefccifically, a large hall which has offices and a
lance hall. He pointed out that meetings can be1^’*

f Ii

/̂7^ Ayji 7/REG- 62 /re (157-1008)
(157-1992)(Info)
Irgh (157-429) ... tx-ipj;, ... 1 OCT 14 1965

MI INFORMATION CONTAINED. .
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held in this specific building located at the KennedyFarmhouse :
Ji

!<iKING said that the I.B.P.O.E.W. is now in theprocess of selling their holdings at the Kennedy Farm-t?ou&e with the intention of moving their headquartersto the Y/est Coast, but that no buyer for the property
,
'U*G been found to date.
;• MDS

J/'ALTBIORE

At Sandy Hook, Md.
1Will locate the facility owned by the I.B.P.O.E.W.and through established sources, identify the affairplanned for 12/4/65
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10/19/65

airtol 1 - Mr. Murphy

SACs Los Angeles(157-1104)Hew Orleans(157-3290)
Fro*: Director, FBI(157-2466)>
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTERS

Referonce Los Angelos teletype 10/19/65 captioned as
above. Los Angeles should subsit by return nirtel the Information
contained in referenced teletype in letterhead sesorandus tors.

The Los Angeles Office should closely folios this setter
with the Los Angeles Office of the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Division
and furnish all available Information to the Bureau in letterhead I
memorandum fora. j

ss*'

Although the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Division has
pria&ry jurisdiction regarding this natter, the Hew Orleans Office
should closely follow this natter and attempt to develop informa-tion through Hew Orleans sources in connection with Hew Orleans’s
continuing investigation of the Deacons of Defense and Justice.
1 - Dallas

ckJis MAILED4BPMrdeh
(7) OCT ,191965

COMM-FBI
NOTE:

Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Division source in Los Angelesadvised that Czech manufacturer delivered 420 machine guns tothe Deacons of Defense and Justice at Baton Rouge, Louisiana,in July, 1965.
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED pt
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
..., -» p

REPORTING OFFICE INVESTIGATIVE'PERIODOFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE
V 8/31/65 - 9/28/6510/14/65HEW ORLEANS NEW ORLEANSr

TITLE OF CASE
‘DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
FERRIDAY, LOUISIANA

TY^ED BYREPORT MADE BY

1*1 SA DONALD J0 MC GORTY dcs9
CHARACTER OF CASE

RM
»} ir i —L—or VfrtrM if) U^f/CUr

•esssei - **

NON-PROSECUTIVE SUMMARY REPORT
Jl

IP - P -
LEADS

NEW ORLEANS DIVISIONv

i / AT BERRIDAY, LOPISIAMA

Will maintain contact with VICTOR GRAHAM* Acting President
Ferriday Unit ©f the Deacons for Defense and Justicec

;
i

i
i

ADMINISTRATIVE;

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
PATF <1-31-V RV SV!cfLASPECIAL AGENT

IN CHARGEAPPROVED / DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

[8J- Bureau(RM) ^Secret Service, New Orleans -piI
1 - ICG* New Orleans(RM)
1 - ONI, New Orleans(RM)
1 - OSI, Barksdale ABB,La.(RM)
3 - New Orleans 2-(157-5624). 1-(66-2404)

/COPIES MADE:

76^ /a or*a„
,J*L * <_>

/ 1

l /ICT-16t-uV - WJn
X I

t£~7~3
0C1 18 1965

mi10
r

NOTATIONSDISSEMINATION RECORD ATTACHED REPORT

'A&&. kAGENCY.
i

REQUEST RECD. It

tt±'t.£.DATE FWD«>c.
HOW FWD^X
BY

..U.*. GOVERNMENT PRINTING Off ICE 16—*76324-1
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NO 157-5624/dcs

AH extra copy of this report is being disseminated -
to the Bureau for further dissemination to Secret Service, in-'asmueh as members of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, in some
instances fall within category 5(,c). In view of this, a copy
M this report pertaining to the organization is being, furnished
to Secret Service in order that they may.have a better under-standing of activities of various individuals in whom they have
jurisdictional interest 4

A copy of this report is being furnished to ICG9 ONI,
New Orleans, as well as OSI, Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana,
in view of their respective interests in Klan matters„

5
V
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DECLASSIFIDATI
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b6DATE OS-24-201
* b7C"

^ (Rev,3-3-50)

U^TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF^STICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

f f ui 1 - SECRET SEHVICE,,HEW ORLEANS(Rlj
1 - ICG, NEW ORLEANS*. CRM)
1 - ONI, NEW ORLEANS'(EM)
1 - OSI, BARKSDALE AIR FORCE BASE (RM)

v„,..
/

Copy to:

SA DONALD J. MC j^QRTYOCTOBER lid 1965

NO 157-5624
DEACONS FOR Dl
FERRl^lY, LOUISIANA

• NEW ORLEANSReport of:
Date:

Office:

Field Office File No.: Bureau File No.:
Tit! i NSE AND JUSTICE9

Character: RACIAL MATTERS
Synopsis: VICTOR GRAHAM, Acting President, Ferriday Unit of *

the Deacons for Defense and Justice, Incorporated.,
Ferriday, Louisiana, advised that although the unit
has been chartered by the National Organization the
unit has had no meeting nor is there any firm
commitment from prospective members. He stated that
his brother, LEO GRAHAM, is the Acting Secretary.
He stated e f f o r t s n o w being made to secure at
least 20 members for the unit at Ferriday, La.

« *r

- P

DETAILS:

This investigation is predicated upon information that
a unit of the Deacons for Defense and Justice, Incorporated, had
been, chartered at Ferriday, Louisiana. .

CLASS. & EXT; B7
REASON4--"P6IM*Tir

ORMTI0N CONTAINED
.4 HEREIN IS/UNCLASSIFIEDf EXCEPIWERE SHOWN

OTHERWISE

<5.

|

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; It and
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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INVESTIGATI^t *

DERAL BUREAU OF

9/6/65t Date

< S '

MELDON ACHESONi CORE worker, Ferriday, Louisiana
furnished the following informations . -

ACHESON advised that he did not think that a
chapter of the Deacons for Defense and Justice had been
officially formed at Ferriday, Louisiana.

He stated during the time when acts of violence
were being committed almost nightly in Ferriday, Louisiana.,
a group headed by VICTOR GRAHAM contacted the Deacons in
Bogalusa, Louisiana, to ascertain the. procedure for forming
the Deacons, at Ferriday, Louisiana. Initially, a repre°
sentative of the Deacons at Bogalusa was suppose to come to
Ferriday to get the chapter started; however, this never
materialized. He stated that he knows that some correspondence
between GRAHAM and the Deacons at Bogalusa, Louisiana, took
place. However, he did not know the contents. He stated
that since the violence has stopped in Ferriday,. Louisiana,
he has heard no talk, either from GRAHAM or anyone else about
forming a Deacons for Defense and Justice at Ferriday, Louisiana.

S

}

T

% -wi

NO 157“56248/31/65 at Ferriday, Louisiana

SA DONALD J. MC GORTY
SA ELMER B. LITCHFIELD / cal

File #On

9/3/65Date dictatedby
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are hot to be distrib outside your age
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION- #
Date C^̂ ofcer 7, 1965 b6

b7Ct , Louisiana,LEO GRAHAM,
furnished the following information;

LEO GRAHAM advised that he is the Acting Secretary for
the Ferriday Unit of th# Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated.
He stated that in conjunction with his brother, VICTOR, who is the
Acting President of the Unit, he has made many efforts to recruit
members for this unit. He stated that he has spoken to approximately
30 individuals of which 20 have stated that they would become members
of this unit.

GRAHAM stated that up until the present time the unit
has not had any meetings, nor official functions,
one of the causes of this is due to the fact that they, can find
no suitable place to have their meetings,. He .said another thing
which is holding up the membership drive in the unit is that each
new prospective member is required to pay a $5.00 initiation fee
and not too many ©f the individuals who are interested in the unit
are willing t® pay out $5.00 t© get - into it. GRAHAM advised that
this ,$5.00 initiation fee is used to secure pamphlets and printed
material from the national Organization.

GRAHAM advised that within the next two,or three ifŝ ss
either the unit will have a strong membership drive and get under
way or else it will go defunct.

GRAHAM further stated that he has not attended any _ .

of the giate meetings or any of the meetings for the Deacons, Outside
of Ferriday, Louisiana. He stated if, in the event, once the
unit really gets going, he is required to attend state meetings
of the Deacons and he would be glad to furnish information as to
what happened at these meetings, to the FBI. He further stated
that because he has not attended any state meetings he is not too
knowledgeble concerning the many facets of the Deacons- of Defense
and Justice- and therefore could not f̂urnish too much information
on their activities at the. present.

He stated that

SUj

3

NO 157“56240n 9/28/65 at Ferriday, Louisiana

SA DONALD J. MC GQRTY/des'
File %

9/29/65
Date dictatedby

This document cdntains neither recommendations nor conclusions
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outsidk!

e property of the FBI and is loaned tohe,
at :U1
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GRAHAM further stated that the unit has'no walki-
talkies ©r other equipment at the present; however, once the unit
does catch hold he expects to get. as much equipment as is possible.
He stated all these equipment purchases ase made by the unit through
the National Organization. He stated that presently 'both he and-
his brother have personally owned firearms as do some 'other -pro-
spective members; however, it is not the type of equipment which is
required of the unit.

I

* »

GRAHAM further advised that he would continue t© cb-
©pds?&te with the FBI and would furnish them the names ©f all the
members as well as any equipment and weapons they might purchase.0^mi

t
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ctoher 7, 1965Date b6
b7Cm

Louisiana,VICTOR GRAHAM,
furnished the following information:

VICTOR GRAHAM stated that he is the Acting. President of
the local chapter of the Deacons for Defense and Justice, Incorporated.
He stated that sometime during the latter part of July, lie along with
some other fellows, decided to contact the Deacons in order ' t© find
out how to form a chapter at Ferriday, Louisiana. A few days after
submitting a request to the Deacons for Defense and Justice at
Bogalusa, Louisiana, they were contacted by a Mr,„ RILEY, Spp’. AMOS and
Mr. KILPATRICK, Negro members of the Deacons for Defense and Justice,
at Jonesboro, Louisiana. He stated that they familiarized him with
the procedures of how t© ©©cure a charter, the needed number of parti-
cipants in the unit and some of its activities.

\
?

He then stated that after discussing the matter with his
brother and a few of his friends, they decided to secure a charter
for the organization. He stated that he sent $100.00 t@ a HENRY
C. AMOS at Jonesboro, Louisiana, which was the initiation fee for
obtaining a charter. Two weeks later the charter was received.
The following is a verbatim copy of the charter received by the
Ferriday Unit of the Deacons for Defense and Justice, Incorporated:

"Charter
Deacons for Defense and Justice, Incorporated

To the members of the Ferriday chapter of Ferriday,
Louisiana.

Branch of Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated

Greetings

YOur application for admission to the Deacon© ®f
Defense and Justice, Incorporated, has been passed upon
by the Board of Directors of the Beacons of Defense and
Justice, Incorporated, at its meeting ©n the ninth day
of August, 1965, and granted. This charter ..is therefore
issued to you, your organization, is now enrolled as a
branch of the Deacons.

P i l e a NO. 157-56249/28/65 „ Ferriday, LouisianaOn

I by

This document cdntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency,

L
9/29/65SA RONALD J. MC GORTY/des

Date dictated

HO
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Thi® charter is granted ;©a the eonditiOB that your
organization will endeavor t© the best ©f its ability t©
co-operate with the Deacons in. the furtherance ©f its
objectivesj,namely 5 °The defense ©f justice for all men9.

The Board ©f Directors T 3s@rv© the right to suspend
©r revoke this charter at any time the Board deem it for
the best interest of the Deacons <>

*

Dated at Jonesboro* Louisiana* ©n this ninth day
of August* 1965,

vi
'i

/©/ Percy Lee Bradford
Chairman of the Board of Directors'’

This charter is on yellow paper* 8^ by 11* and is
bordered with a red embroidery„ .In the lower left hand corner of
the charter there is a blue wax shield with the Deacons for Defense
and • Justice sealed stamped upon it,

GRAHAM stated that th© unit at Ferriday, Louisiana,
has never really gotten off the ground* inasmuch as nothing has
happened since the Summer time, He stated they have had' no
meetings; however* he* along with his brother* LEO GRAHAM* who
is Acting Secretary* has made many efforts to recruit m<©®fe©gal "

for this unit, He feels that once things get under way there
will be approximately 20 members in this unit to start with* He
further advised that in addition to paying the $100,00 for- tte
charter the unit is requested t© forward $2,00 per month to Mr.
BRADFORD* which is the monthly dues paid to the National Organisation
by the local units.

In addition t© the charter* GRAHAM stated that he also
received membership caeds frfpbacons for Defense and Justice*
Incorporated, which are nothing more than a record keeping card
for payment -of dues by individual members, la addition* there
was a monthly report sheet, which is to be'submitted to the
National Organization advising them of the total number of members,
both active and inactive and any other necessary information which
the'y might require.

6*

2 ro
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FD-36 (Rev.5.-22-64) a - 4*

rV wAF B I/ att& I
Date:

10/15/65
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code )

AIR MAILAIRTEL
Via

( Priority ) "v..i. '•4
fDIRECTOR, FBITO: ?

b7EAC, NEW ORLEANS ([ D .PROM:
X

// AIL IMPORTATION CONTAINS
HERE!:: IS UNCLASSIFIEDvVxi
DATE-liA^LBY

-XINTERNATIONAL DAYS OF PROTEST •

IS - C I *

^.Re New Orleans teletype to Bureau 10/15/65.
Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of LHM

which relate to proposed demonstration in New Orleans on
10/16/65 reported in referenced teletype.

6r
• ix! F?£

Enclosed for Milwaukee and San Francisco are one|r p
copy each of LHM since these offices are origin in "National ^Coordination Committee to End The War in Viet Nam" and "Viet
Nam# Day Committee" respectively.

i ^ .
i
K-7§
S
§

< The confidential source referred to in LHM is
~

I New Orleans,
who has been utilized by the Intelligence Unit of the New
Orleans Police Department. He has become dissatisfied
with New Orleans PD and in recent past has volunteered
information to New Orlean^Division. ' j

No information-y-has bfeen develope^QStRN§^ROEDeansconcerning d e m o n s t r a t a t military ba4Ss bn cSSdeSSiing
draft card burnings. dfew Orleans will follow the proposed
demonstration on 10/£$/65 and the Bureau will_ be_advis.gd.

I b7D

/
L

th

/
S')/ 7/C'V-& 4/
(3'-' Bureau (Ends.8)(RM)
1 - Milwaukee (Info)(100-14700)(Enel. 1)(RM)
1 - San Francisco (Info)(100-Viet Nam Day Committee)(Enel. 1)(IIM)

P (1: 100-17231)(1: 157-3290)4 - New Orleans (2:[
NFS:sab

b3
b7E

AGENCY: G-2,
'

)i>ON^osrj(9)
2/U /U )?/f)0,4 RAU /r . ,£

^̂ 6^.01 Z0KW5
« .. . M

/ /OA'r/

*'r.DATE F0RW:
HOW F0RW:

i

IApproved: !
4s/s* ySent 'iBY: Per

Special Agent in Charge /l • ». *
L
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

r>
r FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Replyt Please Refer to
FUe No.

New Orleans, Louisiana
October 15, 1965

i
f

f
PROPOSED DEMONSTRATIONS
PROTESTING UNITED STATES
POLICY IN VIET NAM AT

• NEW ORLEANS9 LOUISIANA
OCTOBER 16, 1965

I

f
i

I

•*

On October 15, 1965, a confidential source, who has
not been contacted sufficiently to evaluate his reliability,
advised that Joe Verret, a student at Louisiana State University
at New Or1eans'^

'advised"that there would be a meeting in the
school cafeteria at Loyola University at 7s30 p.i., October 15,
1965, in preparation for a demonstration in the form of picketing
in front of the Federal Building at 701 Loyola Avenue, New
Orleans, Louisiana, at 2 p.ra., October 16, 1965„ The source
advised that Joe Verret is a member of the Spartacist and
the United Front for Peace and Freedom in Viet; Nam.

According to source, Verret also stated that
representatives for the International Women9s Committee
for Peace and Freedom in Viet Nam would be present at the
meeting and during.the picketing o
also stated that Aubrey, Woods, whb
New Orleans representative'of the""
Justice, would attend the meeting on uc
the source did not know whether any members for the Deacons

^oP Defense' and Justice would take part in the picketing on
October 16, 1965. Verret also had advised that three of the
persons picketing would carry placards bearing the name
"Spartacist*'and its New Orleans post office box number.

!

i
}
i
i

i

^October 16, 1965. Verret
'he identified as the

S ^Defense- and
a g g P'T T 5. However,

’?eacons

This document contains' neither . recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBIo It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed

- outside your agency. I-S'?— S
* 'ENCLOSUREALL INFORMATION CONTAINS? ‘

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATEH-JL.l - . il

J.
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OF INVESTIGATION
sST OF JUSTICE

CTION
FEDERALl WR&

U. sikEMR
COM.MUNICAT||i t* ITYPEEL

1059 AM PDT URGENT 10-19-55 PLS

TO DIRECTOR(157-2456)\
NEW ORLEANS(157-3290)

FROM LOS ANGELES(157-1184) 2P

DEACONS OF/DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, -RM-y J09! NEW ORLEANS.O.

RAY DOYLE, ATTUj U.S.TREASURY,LOS ANGELES TODAY ADVISED . I
ATTU^SOURCE HAS CONTACT WITH INDIVIDUAL CONNECTED WITH

^CZECHOSLOVAKIAN FIREARMS MANUFACTURER. THIS INDIVIDUAL ADVISED
' itM ATTÛ SOURCE THAT REPRESENTATIVE OF CZECH MANUFACTURER DELIVERED

FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY MACHINE GUNS, NOT FURTHER DESCRIBED, TO THE

DEACONS AMATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA, IN JULY, NINETEEN SIXTY FJVE.cr: c -
WEAPONS ALLEGEDLY STORED BATON ROUGE. \ :r

TATTÛ SOURCE IS OF BELIEF HE CAN OBTAIN LIST OF SERIAL v

* *—
if * ;NUMBERS OF'A NUMBER OF MACHINE GUNS MANUFACTURED BY THE CZECH

FACTORY. SERIAL NUMBERS PERTAINING TO THE FOUR HUNDRED TWENTYi -
MACHINE GUNS TURNED OVER TOiDEACONS WILL BE INCLUDED,ON LIS'bY SFtVWS7r.RAY DOYLE ADVISED HIS SOURCE WILL HAVETnTOBTAIN SERIAL 1

NUMBERS FROM PLANT IN CZE^OSiOVAKIA. ATTlFsoWK%AS5BEEN

' v - »

I¥V. Vf

(t
V

\

INSTRUCTED TO ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN DETAILS RE OTTkE~WEAPONS'

TRANSACTION <* j

INCLUDING SERIAL NUMBERS AND.POSSIBLE PRESENT

LOCATION OF-'WEAPONS'IN BATON ROUGE.' -H\' .In
END RAGE ONE '' 0'm
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PAGE TWO

*ATTU, LOS ANGELES, HAS ALERTED THEIR DALLAS OFFICE WHICH
COVERS LOUISIANA.

&LOS ANGELES WILL MAINTAIN CLOSE CONTACT WITH ATTU, LOS
ANGELES, FOR ANY ADDITIONAL PERTINENT DETAILS.

-AM-COPY DALLAS FOR INFO.
FhY[A*CU-

END

WA...BXG RPP

FBI WASH DC

NO...LWH
FBI NEW ORLS

TU

/UtOtfoL V** m'*> ToRACto Ufi tr
- I
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OPTIONAL FORM^O. 10
MAY.'362 EDITION’

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010-107

#PUNITED STATES GO LNMENT

Memorandum
10/25/65Director, FBI (157-2466)(RM)TO DATE:

C, Birmingham (157-1446)(RM) - RUC
r

0.SUBJECT: DEACONS OF DEFENSE & JUSTICE, aka
RM

00: New Orleans

Re BH tel to Bureau dated 9/2/65, AM copy
to New Orleans; BH airtel, enclosing LHM, dated 9/3/65.

Referenced communications set forth all
pertinent information available to Birmingham concerning
captioned group. There are no outstanding leads in this
matter in the Birmingham Office.

/

In view of above, BH is considering this
case RUC to 00.

Bureau - RM
2 New Orleans (157-3290) - RM
1 Birmingham

V ,

'*K MME:fc
(5) ?

t

*

<f_C- 61ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN©HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED# *
D A T E D Y SO!

f /3?-
38!

Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



MRouting Slip
0-7 ( Rev. 9-23-64)

-TO: SAC,

(Copies to Offices Checked)

£^fl^Wiston
| 1 yidianapolls
1 ( Jackson
I 1 Jacksonville
I \ Kansas City
I I Knoxville
| | Las Vegas
I I Little Rock
I | Los Angeles
j I Louisville
I " 1 Memphis
I | Miami

Milwaukee
Minneapolis

1 I Mobile
I ] Newark

New Haven
New Orleans

I I Tamp*I
I I Washington Field
I I Quantico

TO LEGAT:
| | Bern
| 1 Bonn
| | London
|-" 1 Manila
| | Mexico, D.F.
| j Ottawa
|~' j Paris

j | Rome
I I Rio de Janeiro
I 1 Tokyo

|
'~1 New York City

I | Norfolk
I | Oklahoma City
I | Omaha
I | Philadelphia
I | Phoenix
I | Pittsburgh
I I Portland
I 1 Richmond
I I St. Louis
I |Salt Lake City
I |San Antonio
I | San Diego
I | San Francisco
I | San Juan
I \ Savannah
I I Seattle
I | Springfield

I I Albany
I

~

| Albuquerque
| | Anchorage
| | Atlanta
| | Baltimore

I Birmingham
| | Boston
| | Buffalo

I I Butte
1 I Charlotte
| | Chicago
| | Cincinnati
f \ Cleveland
I | Dallas
| | Denver

I | Detroit
| | El Paso

I | Honolulu

0
H

10/22/65
Date

RE: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTERS

Retention
I I For information j^j optional

j I The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report , 1 \ conceal
all sources, | | paraphrase contents.

y For appropriate
nM action I I Surep, by

I | Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA
dated

ReLAtel 10/19/65 and Buairtel 10/19/65.
New Orleans should advise appropriate

local authorities. Army intelligence and Secret
Service of the contents of referenced teletype.

Remarks:

ALL INFORMATION C3DTAINEDHEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE_/2uiJU-iik.
157-2466
157-3290

Enc.
Bufile
Urfile
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10/19/65
D a t e

Deacons of Defense and Justice is
an all-Negro organization based in
Louisiana and having as its main
purpose the arming of Negroes for
protection against Klan violence.
It is the subject of a pending
Bureau investigation.
Attached reports Treasury

investigation of the alleged
acquisition of automatic weapons
which is in the investigative
jurisdiction of Treasury.
We are advising the Department

and following this matter closely.
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Airtel

1 - Mr. Murphy
i /

SAC, Chicago (157-572)
From: Director, FBI (157-2466)
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
RACIAL MATTERS

To:

£

The following information was contained in a United
Press International news release, dated 10/16/65:

"Chicago—the Deacons for Defense and Justice,
a gun-carrying group ofsouthern Negroes
dedicated to meeting force with force, plans
to establish its first chapter in the North
in Chicago.
Earnest Thomas, Vice President of the group,
said yesterday the group has 62 chapters in
Dixie. The Chicago chapter was planned
because the Ku Klux Klan, which the Deacons
were formed to fight, is *moving North and
we're going to try to curtail some of its
activity,' he said.
Thomas, who lives in Jonesboro, La
birthplace of the Deacons, said the group
operates in the South .'by riding armed with
pistols and good rifles in radio-equipped
cars.

BAil£D25 the• »
* r-1 ’ 1985

'~or *r,:-F,-!i »

He said the primary purpose behind the group
was to meet the KKK and similar groups on its
own terms.” /,//4L71 « w&b/5?"^LlbL j
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Airtel to SAC, Chicago
Re: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
157-2466

As you are aware, the Beacons of Defense and Justice,
(DDJ) is a Negro organization having as its main purpose

the arming of Negroes for protection against Klan violence.
Said organisation has been active in demonstrations in Bogalusa,
Louisiana,.- .

Inc* »

In view of the foregoing and because of the potential .
for violence, Chicago should initiate immediate inquiry to
determine available facts concerning the plans of the DDJ to
start a chapter in Chicago. Follow closely any actual efforts
in this regard and if a chapter is organized, develop necessary
sources in order to fully obtain information concerning the
activities of the DDJ leaders, and the group’s activities.

You should be alert to any indications of subversive
and/or outside influences on the DDJ, Also, you should establish
such sources as may be necessary to run out information regarding
weapons reportedly possessed by the DDJ and any leads regarding
weapons* suppliers.

Chicago should also be alert for any information
indicating an extension of the DDJ to other northern cities.
Leads should be promptly set out and New Orleans, the office
of origin,’fully informed concerning developments.

Bureau must be promptly advised of all developments
regarding the DDJ and information suitable for dissemination
should be submitted by letterhead memorandum.

- 2 -
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(RACIAL )
„ CHICAGO — THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, A GUN-CARRYING GROUP‘OF SOUTHERN NEGROES DEDICATED TO MEETING FORCE WITH FORCE, PLANS TOESTABLISH ITS FIRST CHAPTER IN THE NORTH IN CHICAGO.EARNEST THOMAS, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE GROUP, SAID YESTERDAY THEGROUP HAS 62 CHAPTERS IN DIXIE. THE CHICAGO CHAPTER HAS PLANNEDBECAUSE THE KU KLUX KLAN, WHICH THE DEACONS WERE FORMED TO FIGHT, IS"MOVING NORTH AND WE’RE GOING TO TRY TO CURTAIL SOME OF ITS ACTIVITY,"HE SAID.

THOMAS, WHO LIVES IN JONESBORO, LA., THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE DEACONS,SAID THE GROUP OPERATES IN THE SOUTH "BY RIDING ARMED WITH PISTOLS ANDGOOD RIFLES IN RADIO-EQUIPPED CARS."HE SAID THE PRIMARY PURPOSE BEHIND THE GROUP WAS TO MEET THE KKK
' AND SIMILAR GROUPS ON ITS OWN TERMS.

4

I

•(

\VJ

10/16 —TD104SAED
i

k "

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
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FICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRCM:

FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE

DATE 08-24-2018 BY: t
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?,Ir. K'^?n ->f! 1\Sir, XteX~-£~-l,/lr, "iV-tter.
Tele,KWIKL.

i. JfFBI NEW YORK

9-39 PM EDT URGENT 10/22/65 M.F.R.
Mi.«s II .JiaoaTO DIRECTOR, FBI //19// AND NEW ORLEANS Miss Gi-ndy

/ NEW ORLEANS VIA WASHINGTON ENCODED \

FROM NEW YORK /157-1542/ 1 PAGE

/i.4

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, RM.
I FURNISHED FOLLOWING INFO OCTOBER TWENTYSEC D, SIXTYFIVE

CUSS. & EX
REASON - FCIM'XLl, 1-2 P4/2

/6'aa- fc'
B A

DATE OF REVI
RICQUE LESEUR /PHONETIC/ REPRESENTATIVE OF DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND

JUSTICE IN NYC, ADVISED RUDOLPH JONES, AID TO JESSE GRAY, HARLEM RENT

STRIKE ORGANIZER, THAT THERE IS A STATE OF SIEGE OF THE NEGRO COMMUNITY

IN BOGALUSA, LA., BY THE POLICE, THAT THE POLICE HAD GONE INTO THE

COMMUNITY WITH MACHINE GUNS, BUT THE DEACONS WERE AFRAID TO FIGHT BACKf.'
THE POLICE ALLEGEDLY BROK^OME NOSES. x

RICQUE STATED TH^CHARLES, /OR'̂CHILDS, PHONETIC/ WAS COMING UP TO
NY AND WOULD BE GETTING INTO NY ABOUT ONE PM OCTOBER TWENTYTHREE. RUDY
WANTS CHARLES /PHONETIC/ TO SPEAK AT A STREET RALLY AT ONE HUNDRED

TWENTYFIFTH STREET AND SEVENTH AVENUE, NYC, AT TWO PM ON OCTOBER TWENTY,

THREE, WHERE HE CAN TELL WHAT HAPPENED IN BOGALUSA. NYCPD ADVISED.(WILL %OVE!&J
s&ywt.
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DSC.IASSirIGATION AUTHORITY DERIVED WB£M:
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE.

DATE 08-24-201 BY [
OMIOWAl fOOM NO. 10

* # £V
UNITED STATES GOV "NMENT-
Memorandum

' DIRECTOR,TO <157-2466)
i&^SAG; JACKSON (157-3465)(P)

inii/

10/26/65DATE:TO

MSZi~,'

pATE ——/ .0I

SUBJECT:DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE3 INCo9 AKA
RACIAL-. MATTER

/

LCLASS. & EXT. BY'
fitter - F'1:1.

’

MM Qr REVIEW. /
• 2 £.0 __
for j(00s New Orleans)/

Re Jackson airtel with LHM dated 9/3/65.
Enclosed for the Bur®am ar@ eight copies ®£ a LHM

and two copies are submitted for New Orleans«, One copy eacfr
being forwarded to INTO, OSI,0NI9 and Secret Service, Jackson*
Mississippi. Highway Safety Patrol and Jackson Police Depart-ment, Jackson, Mississippi, have been advised ©f results in
LHMo . . |

00

w \co q.
»—< im o

)a

The investigation set forth in the LHM was
conducted by SA JAMES 0, INGRAM,,

« p
o- * > -

, \ .1

rt-|* L(Protect)is the first.

|j.s a second Sourf©<|(fROB)jwh®^Louisian#))^
c b7D

source in the LHM* I
mentioned in LHM* The third soured is

;was eontaeted by SA CLARK S. MILLER at Bogalusa

Vfc./S7-* ^KW!f*55SBS3

•«h RiJCO V
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H^O <3 O
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is NOV 1 i9bSW ORLEANS DIVISION '

* i t

\. $

AT B<Q ALUSAa LOUISIANA .

wr *
i

-v b$ow Will through sources conduct appropS^i investigation
to determine CHARLES SIMS' and ROY BURRIS further plans for
assisting in the organization of Chapter in

(
Mississippî

advise’’ Jackson in the event the Bogalusa Chapter or any other
chapters send deacons to Mississippi for meetings„

Will

8 J

. XN£M?Wureau(157-2466)(Encs.'8)'(RM)‘

^°z - New Orleans (157-3290)(Encsa 2)(RM)
5 JacksonjpL57-34fL51_(EnG|sii 5)
JlO/Hsn
•(9)-

b3 .) (1 - 157-452)(MFBP)
.1 - 157-3370)(MIKE HICSOW)

o
b7D

:1$ ^ r f r U (1 oNLu hlEOil fCtJ) - E
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(U)
JACKSON DIVISION

. *
i 1 i i f

i

AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Will maintain contact with sources to obtain back-ground concerning orgpnfeation of Deacons of Defense and
Justice (DDJ)„ If chapter in Mississippi organi&ed9 will
attempt to determine leadership*strength of members activities
as well as arms acquired,,

Will attempt to determine potentiality for violence
and any outside influence on chapters.

I

\ i

Will determine if DDJ from Louisiana arrived in
Mississippi for discussions with possible DDJ members.
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
I AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
ATE 33-24-2018 ]

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENTS^F JUSTICE
F E D E R A L B U R E A U O F I N VEWIGATION

Jackson, Mississ
October 25, 19

/ : t
In Replyy Please Refer to
File No.

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED
RACIAL MATTERS

\'rMike Higson, Assistant Officer, MississippiFreedom Democratic Party(MFDP), 507% North Farish,Jackson, Mississippi, advised on September 23, 1965he attended a meeting at the Masonic Temple located onLynch Street in Jackson on August 30, 1965, The meetingwas sponsored by the Hinds County MFDP and the MFDParranged to have individuals with the Deacons of Defenseand Justice, Incorporated(DDJ) Chapter at Bogalusa
Louisiana, to be there.

Higson stated he attended the meeting and there
n attendance andI were approximately 175 to 200 people jithe principal speakerss- were CharlesYSims, President of

the Bogalusa Chapter and Roj^Burris, Vj.ce President of' JBogalusa Chapter, There were
Bogalusa Chapter present at the meeting. Arrangementswere made to have the members of the DDJ from Bogalusa
return to Jackson around September 15 to determine what
steps had.been made to arran^efi for DDJ Chapters in
Mississippi,,, especially in Jackson, 'He said Sims and
Burris had advised the persons in attendance they wouldhave to raise funds to form chapters.

\

her DDJ members from the

v

Higsonrstated that.to his knowledge Sims andBurris have not ireturaed to* Mississippi and there hasbeen no great interest in forming chapters in Jackson orin Mississippi,

t)

i
*<

P. On October 15, 1965, Higson advised that to hisknowledge there had been no chapters formed in the Stateof Mississippi and he does not believe Sims, Burris or
£c_

$l
- ,

CLASS, t is®/BYSP / / -A
REASON - Fm 11. 1-2J4.2JeLDATE 0E REVIEW /0-,75-fa
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ID!DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND

JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

any other representatives of the DDJ in Louisiana have
returned to Mississippi,,

M, B, Pierce, Chief of Detectives, Jackson,
Mississippi Police Department, who has been contacted on
several occasions has advised he has received no pertinent
information of any DDJ Chapters being formed in the
State of Mississippi, He said they were following this
matfs&riw&sy closely0

Charles Snodgrass, Administrative Assistant, to
the.Chief of the Mississippi Highway Ŝafety Patrol, Jackson,
who has been contacted on several occasions concerning
this matter has advised .hie has received no pertinent
information concerning any chapters being formed ip'.the a

State of Mississippi by the DDJ,

(A source who has ‘furnished reliable information
in the past and who attended the meeting at. the Masosrs&d __

.
Temple on' August 30, 1965, advised on.September

/
2, 196§jHj^that he had determined there. was a group of Negroes in

Natchez, Mississippi, who were interested' in forming an
.organization of the DDJ ip Natchez, He said -these have
been protest demonstrations, in Natchezby' and
several. Negroes/believe they should organise’ for their
own1 protection,. -{The source'advisedjfehat thei leader ®n3<f IJi "

the Negroes in Natchez appears to m James^%fieks<p>®, a *

barber'who has a Negro]barber shop on Nor^h Pine Street,

[On October 19, 1965, the source advised/thaty*/ fU)
to his knowledge there has been ho DDJ Chapter ’formed
in Natchez, Although there have been protest demonstrations
and, marches in Natchez almost on a daily basis,- .they hte,
beep orderly demonstrations, fj!he source advised^that hfifpM^has determined that Charles- Sims and Roy Burris may return
to Mississippi around the .last part of October, 1965, to
confer with MFDP leaders concerning the forming of chapters
in Mississippi,

’’frii

2
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"DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCQIgDRATED

A second source with whom insufficient contact has
been made t̂© determine reliability advised ©srOctober 18,
19659 she]attended the meeting in Jackson, Mississippi, ww
August 30, 1965, at the Masonic Temple where Deacons from
the Bogalusa Chapter spoke to the assembled grouse
said Sims and his grou$c§ were expected to return' to Jackson
in September to assist in forming group!|but they did not.
She believes that the Negroes in the Stkte of Mississippi
are not interested in forming DDJ Chapters. She based this
statement upon the fact MFDP has no funds to support
chapters in the State and the Negroes themselves will not
support chapters.

She

She said Sims and Burris had stated*-they would
return to Mississippi but to her knowledge they have not
returned to date.

<“

The Mississippi
,8Glarion°Ledger" dated

September 10, 1965, carried an article by the Associated
Press entitled "Natchez Negroes -Reject Deacons for Defense."
The article related f̂ehat Kenneth Dean* Director of the
Mississippi Human Relations Council, hhd totcTn
that Negroes in the racial torn city ,of Natchez had turned
down offers to organize a chapter of the militant "Deacons

s. of Defense."

papermenwms

[A third source who has furnished reliable information
in the past advised on September 2, 1965]]that Charles.Sims
had stated he had been in Jackson, Mississippi the week of
August 30, 1965, trying to organize the DDJ°s at Jackson.
[The source statedLj.Sims had indicated the Negroes of i§><K ;?T.
Jackson were very reluctant to get involved in the DDJ. ’ ‘

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency|it and its contents are not to
be distributed outside your agency.

(U;
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October 25, 1965Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code )

AIRTEL AIR MAIL - REGISTERED
Via

(Priority )

VL— £~ L

DIRECTOR, FBI(157-2466)
SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-1184)(P)
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

TO

ROM
/

$KE /‘ »
*

RM, \

00: New Orleans.

Re Los Angeles airtel to the Bureau dated 9/29/65*
captioned as above, with eight copies of a letterhead
memorandum (LHM)enclosed; New Orleans letter to Los Angeles,
dated 10/15/65; Los Angeles teletype to the Bureau and
New Orleans dated 10/19/65* and Bureau airtel to Los Angeles
and New Orleans, dated 10/19/65.

Enclosed for the Bureau is an original and seven
copies of an LHM concerning the above-captioned organization's
possible receipt of machine guns from a Czechoslovakian
firearms manufacturer. J

Three copies of the LHM are enclosed for the
office of origin, New Orleans, and one copy for Dallas,
inasmuch as the Dallas Office of the Alcohol and Tobacco
Tax Unit, U.S. Treasury Department, .covers Louisiana.
One copy each is also being sent to OSI, Maywood, California,
FIO, Los Angeles, and Secret Service, Los Angeles.

* <

3 - Bureau(Encs*. 8)(Air Mail - Registered)
2 - New Orleans(157-3290)(Encs. 3)(Air Mail - Registered)
1 - Dallas(Enc. 1)(Air Mail - Registered)
2 - Los Angeles(157-1184) A / 1

,

RNT:HMS .V '
•XT*

(8)
y-;

AIL IWFORMfl-TOW-eeNTMMSVfc’

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

A i OSI ;EEC.
, ( TJi

—
Af M: Cr *

,

AGENCY:

"W,D *
yi/ * . »

1 • .
*r/: \

Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge
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LA 157-11841
b7D

ffor the Information of the Bureau and Mew Orleans.
.I\ I anri II

on
10/11/65

, aavisea unat
way no ruruner activity in the San Bernardino-Riversideand Los Angeles area on the part of CHARLES SIMS and A.Z. YOUNG,after their appearance at the "Freedom Festival" on 9/23/65, at

San Bernardino, California. New Orleans advised IO/15/65, that
a source had advised that SIMS and YOUNG have returned to the
Bogalusa area.

The information concerning the machine guns was received
from ATTU Agent RAY DOYLE, Los Angeles, who obtained the informa-tion from an ATTU source.

This LHM is being classified confidential-because this
information tends to identify the ATTU source.

Los Angeles will maintain close contact with ATTU for
any additional pertinent details.

-2- J



* ftUNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J TICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Los Angeles, California
October 25, 1965

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.I)

|TJ)

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTERS

, t

On October 19, 1965, a representative of the Alcohol
and Tobacco Tax Unit, U.S. Treasury Department, Los Angeles,
California, advised that an ATTU source had reported that a
representative of a Czechoslovakian firearms manufacturer
delivered 420 machine guns, not further described, to the
"Deacons" at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in July, 1965.
said that the weapons are allegedly stored in Baton Rouge.

Efforts are being made by the ATTU source to
obtain serial numbers of the weapons and other details
concerning the transaction, including the possible location
of the weapons.

i

This source

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI.
loaned to your agencyj it and its contents are not to be dis-
tributed outside your agency.

It is the property of the FBI and is

CONFIDENTIAL

Group—I

Exc-Luded-^rem—atrtromarticdowngrading and
dculctssif icatrton

DECLASSIFIED BY
ON IZA-LLM-

k
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

/
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M E M O O D U M

DATE: 10/28/65DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, NEW YORK (157-1542) (P)

Q>
SUBJECT: THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE

RACIAL MATTERS

3/L-~ Re Newark airtel and LHM to the Bureau, dated
9jfe0/65.

I, reliable, advised BILL (LNU),
J in re LHM as the bartender, male, of

Cuban or Puerto Rican decent,.5'10M, 160 pounds, dark brown
hair, near olive complexion, clean shaving and angular face,
is BILL , PITMAN'

Wjjfl'tT/''f /?4 BII

On 10/6/65,
described by b7D

/ft 6 A

11$$ITMAN was the subject of I
which is reflected that through the cooperation of Postal
Inspector J.M, BURKE, Postal Inspector^ Office, United
States Post Office, 33rd Street and 8th Avenue, New York
City, on 1/25/63, SAS of the NYO photographed names and
addresses of a number of persons to whom copies of the

»./e6/ /̂(WorkerIs World" were mailed on that date. BILL and
DOROTffiSrPiTMAN were listed as residing at IJ~

New York. Ngw York. This is the
_J indicated BILL (LNU) and a group

of nine men and seven women went tovafter leaving a vbenefit for the Deacons on 9/18/65.

Bureau
2 - Baltimore
2 - Jackson
1 - Newark 057-/W&J
2 - New Orleans
1 - New'York (|
1 - New 'York

dL UtJft upA
L in

b3
b6
b7C
b7D
b7E

Same address T

b6
1 (BILL PITMAN) (43) b7C

ESUQ .GAJ:11s *

(12)
\ , ?u
d

« A M
ON - PCI

jPATE .OP REVI
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NY 157-1542

On September 17, 1964, Detective RAYMOND J.
CLARKS, Bureau of Special Services (BSS), New York City
Police Department (NYCPD), advised that WILLIAM PITMAN
Is Chairman of the West Side CORE, located at 100 West
82nd St., NYC. •

On February 28, 1965, MA
contact to determine reliability,[
advised WILLIAM C. PITMAN Is an Irish alien who has a. Negro
wife and two children. She stated, that at the. present ’ -

time, PITMAN has applied for- American citizenship and has
received application for ."first papers".

KLEIN alleged that PITMAN has' been very active
in the present Civil Rights program of the Negro,
alleged that he had organized a "West Side CORE.1 , but
this organization was rebuffed by CORE as not being an
official branch of the main organization.

(on 10/20/65, I ~~jjmade
indicating a "discotheque party’^ was to be
at 9:30 PM, under the auspices of lTb§„JLoh _
ĈDmraemo.rajtlQn„C.ommifteei' (JBCC), »lQ0„W._8jnd_St..
NY, Phone EN 2-4954. It is to be noted that this is the
address where the benefit for the DDJ was held on 9/18/65.

RTON- TCT.ETN. InsuffiClent
|

/* *
b6
b7C

She

available a leafletT&^T- fU)
heM 9/25/65,

J&BESML-NY 24,

b7D

NYO indices negative re JBCC.
On 10/27/65, Detective ALONZO STANLEY, BSS,

NYCPD, advised their files contain no information re
JBCC.

2 -
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
.FBI AUTOMATIC DIVERSIFICATION GUIDE
DATE 0o ~24-2019

b6
hlC *cBY:

v >' - 0VC. «•

¥
F B I

Date: 1 0 / 2 6 / 6 5

Transmit the following in
( Type in plaintext or cod

i

AIRTELVia
( Priority ) I

L
*N /ITT *•* -f* CONTAINED,

k:'rx ^TMED
TO,: DIRECTOR , FBIK

) I*?’"*’’’*' r r*f /0 —JIT" »’ « 6 SEJIVN i /
OIHI^WISfFROM: SAC, NEW YORK (1§7-1542 ) /

/

ft)
SUBJECT BEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

RACIAL MATTERS

i

!»v
4v: •- ij » \

/ Re New York teletype to Bureau, 10 / 22 / 65.
A
? Enclosed for Bureau and New Orleans are

copies of LHM in above case.•X>

1 Confidential sources utilized in attached
1.HM are identified as follows :

•s\ Source Number 1
Source Number 2
Source Number 3
Source Number 4
Source Number 5
Source Number 6
Source Number 7
Source Number 8

* 4t r
f

V
o ILIc ’> P b7DI* *

b7E/
V

%

This LHM is classified 11Confidential11

to protect identities of above sources. Unauthorized
disclosure of information attributed to these sources
might impair their future effectiveness and such im-pairment could have an adverse effect on the national.! defense interest.

- u3-Bureau ( Ends. 8)£j^T3-New Orleans ( Ends. 3)
1-New York

1r
ii* *.

- *

M 9
H*-

it'

Icp < 2 »*
<1 pr4 fl

VJAtmjb
[( &)

/ / CLASS. & . B
EEAS02T - pbiM* T7 ;/. / c* i A

*
V—«3»OX ^ ‘ sApfiroy^d:; Special Agent in Charge

1u -
( U )
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b7D

Detective PAUL BRENNAN furnished information
Detective ANTONto Special Agent GERALD A. JAMES.

MAIDOF furnished information to Special Agent VINCENT
J. ASCHERL.

r

#! i,
4
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DEC1ASSIFIC&TION AUTHORr
FBI JOTOMUkTIC DEC LASSIFI ;

DATE 08-24-2018 1

P/ED FEJCM:
C-TJIDE b6

b7C

rA: TICE.ED STATES DU

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Lew York , New York
October 26 , 1965

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

NYfile 157-1542

Deacons For Defense and Justice
Facial Matters

Characterizations for individuals mentioned
in this communication are set forth at the end thereof .

Confidential sources utilized in this
communication have furnished reliable information in
the past.

Confidential source number one furnished
the following information on October 22 , 1965:

• A** .Flcque/LeSeur, RepresenttatA^^sf t̂hê I^1^cims
For Defense and Justice, ( DDJ ) , in New York City ,
telephone 7V9-874*'5, was in contact on October 22 , 1965 with
Rudolph Jones , aid to Jess© Gray in the Community Council
on Housing , 300 West 121st Street , New York City. Ricque
LeSeur stated that as of October 22 , 1965, there was
a state of Siege of the negro community in Bogalusa,
Louisiana, by the Police; further, that the police had
gene into the community with machine guns , but the DDJ
was afraid to fight back. Riccue LeSeur alleged that
the Police had "broken some noses". LeSeur further
informed Rudolph Jones that Charles , ( not furthei'’
identified ) ,
New York about 1:00 p.rn. , October 23, 1965.was coming up to New York and would be in

Rudolnh
«*•Jones wanted Charles to speak at a street rally scheduled

for 2:00 p.m., October 2 3, .vc196J> , at 125th Street and
7th Avenue , New York City.
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Deacons For Defense ar-.d Justice
Frcial^̂ tters"'

The subscriber to telephone 749-8745 is
Friends of the Deacons For Defense and Justice, 271 West 125th
Street, New York City,

Detective Paul Brennan, Bureau of Special
Services, New York City PolicejDepartment, advised

Charl^sfcms, Pres,i^en^o^he^.
DDJ in Louisiana, arrived in MeiOCork City at 1:15 p.m.
on Flight 976 Delta Airlines on October 23, 1965,

Detective Anton Maidof, Bureau of Special
Services, advised on October 25, 1965? that Jessie
Gra^of the Cornunity

^
Council on Jjousing hel.d*awuw,street

rally at 125th Street and''7th Avenue, New York Ĉity, from
3 to 6 p.m., October 23, 1965, attended by about 115

No disturbances occurred during this rally.
Detective Maidof had no information to indicate that
Charles Sims participated in this rally.

Confidential source number two furnished
the following information on October 25, 1965:

__

October 25, 1965, that

x

people.

(U)
A mass rally on black power politics,

spearheaded by Jesse. Cray, Harlem rent strike organizer,
was held on Saturday afternoon, October 23, 1965, from
3 to 6 p.m. Jess.©' Grey brought a sound truck to this

Ke left at the beginning oflocation at 3:00 p.m,
the rally but returned later. Meantime, the sound
truck was loaned to LePoiv,Jones and his Black Arts
Group, LeP.oi Jones took occasion to belabor the Haryou-Act,a Harlem anti-poverty organization, for cutting off his
pay. He wanted the group to conduct a demonstration
at the offices of Harvou-Act, but this did not
materialize.

/!Charles Sims from Bogalusa, Louisiana
did net shew up at this rally; however, MadrncL
and was one of the speakerŝ. She urged support for
the DDJ and praised its work for defense of negroes in the
South,. She also appealed for funds for the DDJ,

'-W
lory was there
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Deacons For Defense and Justice
Racial Matters

Jesse Gray and Rudolph''Jones also spoke
at the rally and criticized current candidates for
political office in New York City.
Negroes to unite and thus exert their own black

The rally terminated at 6:00 p.m.
Confidential source number 3 advised
on August 11, 1958,. that a meeting
of the Communist Party, (CP)
Waterfront Section was held August 8,
1958, at 167 East Second Street, New
York City.,

that RudyTJone
<!this meeting.
[confidential source number 4 advised
on November 20, 1958_J that Jesse
Gray had been organizer for Harlem
Region, Communist Party, (CP), up
until November, 1958.
Confidential source number 5 advised
on November 20, 1958, that, according
to William Patterson, Chairman of the New
York District CP,
longer a CP member but is friendly
to the CP.jg<2
(confid
August/ 15, 1962^ that as of that date,Y^/f m

LeReactiones was President of the _New
York Chapter of the Fair„.Play ForT"~
Cuba Committee, (FPCC).
The Fair Play For Cuba Committee
is characterized in the A,ppendix.
Confidential source number 7 advised
on August 17, 1964, that LeRoi Jones
was present at a meeting of the
Workers World Party,(WWP), at WWP
Headquarters, Buffalo, New York, on

I
Jess? Gray wanted

political power.

This source further stated
as in attendance at

m

Jesse Gray is no

(U)
ntial source number 6 advised on

i

|U)
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Deacons For Defense and Justice
Racial Matters

August 4, 1964,
LeRoi Jones said that Negroes should
quit their jobs^ - steal food to live,
and have nothing to do with the
American way of life as it has
nothing to do with the Negroes |U)
The WWP is characterized in the
Appendix,

(confidential
during the period November 2, 1564
to May 3, 1965_Jthat based upon^>
Mae Mallory’s attendance at WWP
branch meetings and time spent in
WWP activities, it can be stated
that Mae Mallory is a member of the
New York branch of the WWP.

At this meeting,

source number 8 advised

im
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1. APPENDIX

FAIR PLAY FOR CUBA COMMITTEE

The April 6, i960, edition of "The New York:
Times" newspaper contained a full-page advertisement
captioned "What Is Really Happening In Cuba," placed by
the Pair Play for Cuba Committee (FPCC). This advertise-
ment announced the formation of the FPCC in New York City
and declared the FPCC intended to promulgate "the truth
about revolutionary Cuba" to neutralize the distorted
American’press.

. - ^
'

\»’The New York Times" edition of January 11,
the1961, reported that at a hearing conducted before

United States Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on
January 10,\i96l, Dr. CHARLES A. SANTOS-BUCH identified
himself and ROBERT TABER as organizers of the FPCC. He

. also testified he and TABER obtained funds' from the Cuban
Government which were applied toward the cost of the afore-,

mentioned advertisement.
<’*

On fey 16, 1963, a source advised that during

the. first two years of the FPCCJs existence there was a
struggle between Communist Party(CP)and Socialist Workers
Party(SWP)elements to exert their power within the FPCC
and thereby influence FPCC policy. This source added that
during the p.^st year there had been a successful effort by

FPCC leadership to minimize the role of these and Other
organizations In the FPCC so that their influence as of
May, 1963, was negligible.

Tide SWP has been designated pursuant to
Executive Order 10450.
^ *

ph -May 20,-1963. a second source advised that
VINCENT "TEp" LEE, FPCC National• Office Director, was then
formulating' FPCC policy and had indicated that he had no
intention of permitting FPCC policy to be determined by
any other Organization. This source stated that LEE
believed tpat the FPCC should advocate resumption'of.
diplomatic relations'between Cuba and the United States
and should support the right of Cubans to manage their
revolution without interference from other nations. LEE
did not advocate supporting the Cuban revolution per se.
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2. APPENDIX
•MW

V FAIR PLAY FOR CUBA COMMITTEE

The November 23, 1963? edition of "The New York
Times" reported that Senator THOMAS J. DODD of Connecticut
had called FPCC "the chief public relations instrument of
the CASTRO network in the United States." It is to be noted
that Senator DODD was a member of the Senate Internal Security
Subcommittee which twice conducted hearings on the FPCC,

i

The December 27, 1963, edition of "The New York .

World Telegram and Sun" newspaper stated that the pro-
CASTRO FPCC was seeking to go out of business and that
its prime activity during its lifetime had been sponsor-
ship of pro-CASTRO street rallies and mass picket lines,_
and the direction of an active propaganda mill highlighting,

illegal travel-to-Cuba campaigns. Its comparatively brief
span of life was attributed to mounting anti-'CASTRO American
public opinion, the 1962 Congressional hearings which dis-
closed FPCC financing by CASTRO’S United Nations Delegation,
and ultimately, the bad publicity which the FPCC received
from disclosure of activities on its behalf by suspected
presidential assassin, IDE H. OSWALD.

\ .
On February 6, 1964, the previously mentioned

second source advised that V. T. LEE had recently remarked
that the FPCC was dead and that there were no plans to
organize another similar organization.

On April 13, 1964, a third aouree -advised—that - - —
there had not been any FPCC activity in many months and
that the FF(XT"had" been-dissolved.

I
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PJACQHS OF DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE, INC.

SUBJECT:/ i
JMHWWW1

RET

Re Bureau airtel to Chicago dated 10/22/65.
Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of a letter-

memorandum and for New Orleans three copies of a letter-
head memorandum concerning captioned matter.

x.J hlD) i -Ui1

.1 Source CG T-l is / w
A*(protect - requested;*
* *t Ytv

X
On 10/23/65,1 mentioned above,

'lUtAdvised that intensive investigation has oeen conducted
.4noncerning EARNEST THOMAS while he has been in Chicago anc(

here is no indication that he has any office in Chicagp- atJv̂ Tfthe present time.
Lof THOMAS have been conducted in Chicago but no address has

een developed for THOMSfin Chicago.
J\

One copy of th^yletterhead

^designated for Secret'^££?p*vice, Chicago,and^
°USA, Chicago. vfV

1 b7Di*

T \1further advised that spot surveillances
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CG 157-572
LEADS

NET/ ORLEANS

AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. Will furnish Chicago a
photograph of EARNEST THOMAS and any information that Chicago
Chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc
organized in Chicago.

has heen* ?

CHICAGO

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. Will be alert for any information
concerning the opening of the Chicago Chapter of the Deacons c*
Defense and Justice, Inc
be kept fully informed of developments in this matter.
Current Informant Contacts

and the Bureau and New Orleans will* 1

Date ContactedSource

10/21/65

10/22/65 b7D
(code name)

jU) Source of racial
informationf

- 2 -
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UN^ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF n^STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply,Please Refer to
File No. Chicago, Illinois

October 26, 1965

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED
RACIAL MATTERS

The following article captioned "Militant Negroes Here
Forming Armed Unit to Fight the Klan" appeared in the October 15,
1965 issue of the "Chicago Daily News," a Chicago, Illinois
newspaper:

"Militant Negroes are organizing a Chicago chapter
of the gun-carrying Deacons .'for Defense and Justice, a
vigilante group active in battling the KIue_ Klux Klan
in the South.

"’We believe there are Klansmen active in this
city and we’re confident they have thousands of
sympathizers here,’ said Earnest Thomas, 32, the
Deacons’ vice president and their full-time paid
national organizer.

"’While we have 62 chapters quite active in the
South, Chicago will be our first Northern chapter,
he said.

»

"’We expect to operate with freedom patrols up
here and be alert for police brutality against Negroes.
And we’ll also campaign against shady deals that are
often pulled off on us Negroes in the North.

?? VThe extent of our stay in Chicago will depend
on how things improve here for Negroes.’

9«THOMAS, father of five, told in an interview
here how he and other Deacons do battle against
Klansmen.

ALL immtwto/ comimHEREIN IS UNO:"

SfflPT WHEREi
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"’We don’t teach hatred,' Thomas said.
*”We do teach that you have to meet force with force.

The only thing that the Klan respects is force,
also the only thing understood by the others who battle
Negroes such as the John Birch Society, the Minute
Men, and the American Nazi Party.

We usually operate down South by riding armed
with pistols and good rifles in radio-equipped cars.
We’ve had a couple of gun battles recently with the JOXan
but nobody was seriously hurt.
Klansmen to the hospital.’

It is

We think we sent some

'“THOMAS said Deacons never shoot unless somebody
else shoots first.

We sinply meet violence against Negroes with
violence, and it has worked. The Klan is quieter now
in the South because of us and the hearings set by the
House Un-American Activities Committee in Washington
next week.’

V9 ?

"’The local police have protected the Klan and
even the federal government, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation included, have been ineffectual in
fighting Klansmen,

"The Deacons’ activity is 'absolutely within the
law,' Thomas maintains.

”*’We were organized in Jonesboro, La., about 18
months ago because of violence, and threats, by white
gangs,' he said. ’Legally, we’re above board because
the Bill of Rights allows any citizen to bear arms in
defense of life and property.

In Louisiana we’re allowed ownership of weapons
as long as they are not concealed. Our weapons are

Vtf 9
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1
never concealed. We’re a civil rights group but we
don’t demonstrate in the streets. We observe and then
act if it is necessary.’

’’THOMAS, a Korean war veteran, is outspoken in his
criticism of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King and his
non-violent southern Christian Leadership Conference.

Talk doesn’t solve anything,* Thomas said,fV ?

V? ?We Negroes are not going to gain our freedom by
talking. We Negroes can’t continue to let the Klan and
similar hate groups trample on us. King and I really
live in two different worlds.'

’’Thomas is scheduled to debate the Rev. James
Bevel,one of King's top aids, at 8 p.m. Saturday in the
First Congregational Church, 1613 W. Washington Blvd.

’’They will debate the topic, ’Non-violence vs.
Self-defense.9 9?

The following article captioned ’’Rights Leaders Reject
Plan to Start Deacons” appeared in the October 18, 1965, issue of
the "Chicago Defender,” a Chicago, Illinois newspaper:

’’Two Chicago rights leaders gave a short shrift
to the announcement that the gun-carrying Deacons for
Defense and Justice was planning to. establish its
first Northern chapter in Chicago.

"Earnest Thomas, Deacons’ vice-president, had
said over the weekend in Chicago that his group, dedicated
to meeting force with force, has 62 chapters in Dixie.

"The Chicago chapter was planned because the Ku
Klux Klan, which the Deacons were formed to fight, is
’moving North and we are going to try to curtail some
of its activity,’ he said.

3 -
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o ’Tinme^Black, president of the Negro American
Labor Couficrl, said the people’s frustrations had called
such a group in existence.

IV f But I am personally not in favor of this kin^j of
I don’t know these fellows or anything about

We don’t run with this kind of
threat.
their activities.
people.«

’Black, an executive in the Coordinating Council
of Community Organizations, said, on the other hand,
that ’unless Chicago changes its racial policies, it
can expect many kindsiof things.’

"Rev. Lynwar^Stevenson, president of The Woodlawn
, Organization, said ’’All my friends are non-violent,’

’’The militant leader said he didn’t know anything
about Deacons' activities in Chicago. ’But if thelre
arming themselves, a,”d want to know.’

’’This group knows only ’how to get rid of the Klan,’
he said. They don't know anything about law and order
and the ordinary ways of achieving justice.’

It’s just propaganda,’ he said, ’that there are
many Klansmen around, in Chicago or elsewhere. The Klan
is not nearly as strong as the Grand Wizard has reported.’

’’Thomas, who lives in Jonesboro, La., the birthplace
of the Deacons, said the group operates in the South
’by riding armed with pistols and good rifles in radio-equipped cars.’

”He said the primary purpose behind the group was
to meet the KKK and similar groups on its own terms."

u

n f

nI CG T-X advised on October 23, 1965
has been developed which would indicate tha
Deacons of Defense and Justice, Iho.(DDJ) has been organized in

that no information (U)
chapter of the
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(U)
Chicago. CG T-l stated Ithat Earnest Thomas has been in Chicago
attempting—to interest-various groups and individuals in thei ,

DDJ but apparently has had no success.fjCG T-l advised^that [!

there has not been any indication that THOMAS has attempted to
purchase or obtain any weapons while in Chicago.

On October 25, 1965, Sergeant Sam Nolan, Human Relations
Section, Chicago Police Department, advised that no information
has been developed that a ..chapter of the DDJ has been formed in
Chicago. Nolan stated that Earnest Thomas has reportedly attempted
to interest various groups and individuals in Chicago in forming
a Chicago chapter but has had no success in these attempts.

Confidential informants who are acquainted with certain
racial matters in the Chicago, Illinois, area advised during
October, 1965, that Earnest Thomas of the DDJ has recently been
in Chicago attempting to gain support for a Chicago Chapter of
the DDJ. Thomas has not had any success in organizing a Chicago
Chapter of the DDJ and has met considerable resistance from civil
rights organizations in Chicago. These informants also advised
that there has not been any indication that Thomas has attempted to
purchase or obtain any weapons while in Chicago.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is the
property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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uJIrED STATES DEPARTMENT OF^lsTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. Chicago, Illinois

October 26, 1965

Title DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

Character RACIAL MATTERS

Reference Memorandum dated and captioned
as above.

All sources (except any listed below) whose identitiesare concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past.

[CG T-lJis an agency wtyich collects intelligence informationin the Chicago,, Illinpis area.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of
die FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-1184)(P)PM

DEACONS OP DEFENSE AND JUSTICESUBJECT:;

La/-*'EVA EE4S0!!- sell* 11 ,-gSssrBI -2.4.00: New Orleans

Re Los Angeles airtel to the Bureau, 9/29/65*captioned as above with eight copies of a letterhead
memorandum (LHM) enclosed^ Los Angeles airtel to the \
Bureau, IO/25/65, capfc ioned as above, with eight $§§>jLWY
of an LHM enclosed. - laSn~T’: '̂

/UYI C"’TUNED
\r,’.SSIFIBDj

EXPERT nntejSHOWN P
Enclosed fof the Bureau is the originalOIKSPfiS]

seven (7) copies of an LHM setting out information
concerning captioned organization. Three (3) copies of
the LHM are enclosed for New Orleans. . .

A

This LHM is being classified "CONFIDENTIAL 11 because
information from sources utilized in the LHM could result in
4he identification of sources of continuing value and compromise*
uture effectiveness thereof. V

/Sources utilized in this LHM are as follows:
b7D

Source 1

M ra
FRANK GREENWOOD was interviewed by SA » s R. ANDREW

PETERS and MALCOLM RoHARWELL in May, 1965 and by SA R.
M ANDREW PETERS on October 11, 1965.

£- Bureau (Ends. SM^GISTERED)
2 - New Orleans (157^290)(Ends.. 3)(REGISTERED)
1 - Los Angeles v - ‘ ^ M - 1

RNT:bjs

Source 2
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i b7C*ITED STATES DEPARTMENT •JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Los Angeles,, California

November 3> 1965
m

In Reply,Please Refer to
File No.

m
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTERS

iLV m' On October 11, 1965.» Source 1 advisedj
unaware or any secret army being trained by Fran
in the Watts area of Los Angeles,_Cdlif.o.rnia. This source
advised that he knows of no association between Frank
Greenwood and the Deacons of Defense and Justice,
source said that Greenwood is training a group of Negro
actors in Watts to perform in a play which he wrote.

(on October 22, 1965, Source 2 saidjthat he knows
of no connection between Frank Greenwood and the Deacons
of Defense and Justice and knows of no secret army which
Greenwood might be training.

The above sources advised that should they
receive information concerning a secret army or Greenwood
being associated with the Deacons of Defense and Justice
that they will immediately notify the FBI.

In May, 1965, Frank Greenwood advised Special
Agents of the FBI that he rejects any philosophy of violence
but stated that in areas where law and order had broken down
and force was used against Negroes, they should then be
entitled to use force in return.

On October 11, 1965, Greenwood advised a Special
Agent of the FBI that he is conducting a play, which he wrote,
at the "Freedom House" in the Watts area. Greenwood said

he 1
eenwood

This

iUJ

that he does not want to see any more violence of any kind.
CLASS. & LAjf\j
REASON - FCIMr
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL RATTERS

Sources utilised above have furnished reliable
information in- the past.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are
not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date: 11/2/65
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)
SAC, CHICAGO (157-572)

/
\ FROM:7

i
SUBJECT:^DEACONS OF DEFENSE

_AND__JUSTICEj INCT~
RACIAL MATTERS'

/

\

/ /l *'

.1 V
00: NEW ORLEANS i

l
L

Enclosed are eight copies of a letterhead memorandu
for the Bureau concerning captioned matter. Two copies
of this letterhead memorandum furnished New Orleans for
information.

? nI
r /" ili

4J

Copies of this letterhead memorandum are being \
furnished Region I, 113th INTC Group; United States Secret
Service; and the Office of the United States Attorney, L
all Chicago, Illinois'.

/
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

Chicago, Illinois
A/au. £, / 96^

DEACONS OF DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE, INC.
RACIAL MATTERS .

On October 20, 1965, NahaipKogers, Vice Chairman
of ACT, a civil rights organization with headquarters at
"Chicago, Illinois, appeared on Wesley South’s "Hot Line"
over Chicago radio station WVON from 1}:00 p.m. to 12:00 midnight.
The "Hot Line" is a show on which usually a controversial
person is interviewed and as a result of the interview,
telephone questions are received from the listening audience
which are answered by the interviewee.

Rogers’ subject for the evening was the Deacons
of Defense and Justice, Inc. The following is a transcription
of Rogers’ remarks; the moderator, Wesley^fSouth’s statements;
and questions telephoned in from the listening audience; and
Rogers’ replies:
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"....The Deacons for Defense and Justice
send a staff member here to Chicago to
open an office. Now the Deacons were
formed in Jonesboro, Louisiana, approxi~
mately two years ago for the purpose of pro-tecting themselves' and other Negroes in the'

South. They claimed .that they did not
receive protection from police in most
areas of the South, so they had to set up
their own protection.
"Since the first chapter was formed, there
are now approximately 62 such chapters
throughout the South. All of these,
I understand, are in the Deep South. Well,
as of last week, the organization has
the Deacons, we will call it from here on
put -- has established a chapter in
Chicago. The Chicago Courier has a news
analysis on the page I noticed!tonight
regarding the Deacons, and they were saying
that they had talked to the police, talked
to the civil rights leaders,.and it was
understood that they would stop taking a
"wait and see" attitude. Mr. O.W. WILSON
did not comment but Mr. — his press
secretary — said if anyone carries a gun
around as it is said the Deacons might, and
if they^e not concealed, they will be
arrested immediately. X- understand it is
supposed to be in violation of some law to
have a pistol within the city. Mow, what
law this is, I don®t know, but I know that
you*re allowed to have firearms.
"Well, what do you think about the Deacons
for Defense and Justice?

WESLEY SOUTH:

"We have as our guest tonight a friend «—I*ve met him many times, especially when
I was in politics and still in politics, I
guess you might say — and he has been at
many of my meetings: referring to MAHAZ
ROGERS, and he is — I understand, you*re
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in contact with the Deacons?
,t¥es, I am.
"First I say, welcome to "The Hot Line."
This is the first time you have been here.
"Thank you, WESLEY, it’s a pleasure to toe
on your show.
"What about the Deacons for Defense? I
wonder if you could tell us why they’re
here. I know you can’t speak for them,
you’re not a member of them,
but you do know some — you^kfnow their
organization. /

"5fes. I have met EARNESTTTHOMAS, and in
fact, I have met him in several other cities.
I understand from EARNEST that he is in
town to set up a chapter of the Deacons
for Defense in Chicago. And I really don’t
know a^y more about the organization of
the Deacons for Defense and Justice than
most people do who have read the newspapers.
However, I have had long talks,
organizationally, with EARNEST THOMAS, who is
in town now, by an invitation, I might add.
He’s in town because a group of people
came together and invited the Deacons for
Defense and Justice into Chicago because
they felt that there was a need for the type
of services that this organization could
render. Further than that, I can only say
that it seems to be a very well organized
group of men. I understand that there are
many, many chapters in the South and that
they have a large membership role. I
would think — and this is pure speculation
on my part — -that their function would be
the type of thing that any red-blooded
American /would feel proud to belong to an
organization who’s addressing itself to the
problem of civil rights and addressing

NAHAZ ROGERS:

SOUTH;

ROGERS:

SOUTH:

nderstand,

/ 11ROGERS:

- 2
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itself to the self-defense of individuals
and groups of individuals.
"Now, you were saying that they were invited
here. . 1 wonder if you , could fell us
what organizations or what- individuals
invited them to help.
"I would have- to confess, number one, that
I don't know that the group of people who
invited the Deacons for Defense and Justice
have an organizational form at this time.
It is my opinion that a group of men came
together in Chicago who felt that a chapter
of the organization would function well
here and they, in turn, got in contact with
the headquarters for the Deacons for Defense
and Justice and the headquarters, of course,
sent inEARNEST THOMAS, who is, I think, r

their primary organizer.
"Now, did they have to come to Chicago?
What would they do here to protect Negroes,
against what violence, that cannot be
performed by local authorities or state
authorities?

SOUTH:

ROGERS:

SOUTH:

"Well, what I would say on that point is.

simply this: There certainly is room for
improvement on the part of all the law
enforcement agencies in Chicago where the
Negro rights are concerned. I don't think
that there could be a great deal of
argument on the point of the abuse of .

Negroes in the city of Chicago, that they
certainly are not accorded equal treatment
under the

'

law. And to cite some examples,
if you would allow me, just a casual
look at the number of police in a Negro
community would give rise for anyone to
suspect that this was not equal protection
under the law unless you would say that a
triple amount of police in a Negro
neighborhood constituted more protection,
which I am inclined to seriously doubt.

ROGERS:

- 3
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I . would think that it constitutes a type
of oppression, not really protection.
That’s just a single area, but Negroes meet
with an undue amount of- violence
violence doesn’t always take the form of
getting one’s head beat. You know there's

.a subtle type of violence that’s
practiced against the Negro in Chicago
that I think needs some addressing..-

and

"Do you think that the local civil rights
organizations are not able to cope with
this or the local courts or the local
police, local law enforcement agencies,
local organizations, churches
they are remiss in their order, I mean
ip. their

"Addressing themselves to these situations?

SOUTH:

thatOK3

?« ••

ROGERS?

"Uh huh.SOUTH:

It is very difficult to place the blame on
organizations, churches, civil rights or
otherwise. But the fact that the
condition continues to exist would certainly
lead one to assume that whomever it was
whose jurisdiction this fell under had not
accomplished their aim, if it was equal
justice and equal protection under the law.

"So they need someone, an organization like
the Deacons.
"X would say that they need an organization
and they need someone to -further the cause
of the Negro as far as being protected
from the many and varied assaults on
their person, property, etc.
”l understand thatEARNEST THOMAS, who Is
the organizer for the Deacons, says that
there’s quite a bit of police brutality
here and that they’re here to help and
protect Negroes. Now, does that mean -there

ROGERS:

SOUTH?

ROGERS:

SOUTH?

?
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will be open .insurrection if they found
that a Negro was being, say, resisting
arrest, and they happened to come around
a corner and saw a particular Negro
being beaten and saw that the- police were
trying to put him under control. Would
they go into action then?

’’Now, I have to restate my position. I am
the Vice Chairman of ACT, an organisation
in Chicago. We have, been having many

. meetings with Mr. THOMAS and I am in no
position to speak for the Deacons for .

Defense and Justice., I am speaking about
the position of self-defense now
defensive., measures. Now, you raised the
question -that I certainly think that the
type of activity that’s carried' on in the
South would not be applicable in the city
of Chicago. I really don’t feel that the
Deacons for Defense and Justice would
find themselves in juxtaposition to the
police activities. Certainly, there are
many cases documented, and cases now in
the courts, where that people feel that
they have been mistreated by police
officers. However, I think that there is
an over-playing of this as being an
area for work on the part of a group such
as the Deacons for Defense and Justice.
Certainly I would think that any
organization, the Deacons for Defense and
Justice included, would address themselves
to that problem. However, I don’t think
that .coming to the aid of an individual
being arrested by the law, as such, is
the type of tactic that that organization
would apply in a situation such as
Chicago.

ROGERS:

.andoauu
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"Could you tell us in what area would they
operate? I mean, just what would be
their program? From what you had
discussed, if you had discussed this with
them?

"l would suspect that their program would
deal in the area of creating a climate
where that the Negro community would be
on record as being against police brutality
and could take forms that I would think
they would, organizational-wise, and I 'have
no idea exactly what they would foe. But,
there are a number of areas that really
represent themselves as needing work in
an area that a self-defense organization
certainly could work.

'*Sueh as?

SOUTH:
»

ROGERS:

SOUTH:

"Such as, you mentioned with the police.
I think that, statistically, it’s been
proven that there are far too many arrests •

of black citizens in the city of Chicago
in proportion to their numbers, and in
proportion to the crimes they commit.
Just a casual observation out at 26th and

a majority

ROGERS:

California, where they have
of the incarcerated population there is
Negro. In fact, the Negro only constitutes
roughly about a third of the population of
Chicago. It would seem that anyone
looking at that would say that there is
some type of injustice- where that this
overwhelming majority of Negroes find
themselves behind bars. That’s one case.
But « •*

Before you go to another What I can’t
understand is what would the Deacons be
doing with the police? Would they be down
talking with them? Would there be open
insurrection? Or just what wonId happen?

SOUTH: W-X*

-*» 0 ***
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Saylag treating a climate/' wald they
fee at Q.W. WILSON, "mow this is what we
want, this is what we have to have/'

I agree that these conditions are
there, I don-*t think anyone can disagree
with that. But where would they fit In,
this is what I was trying to find

’’Well, I think that the group that invited
the Deacons into Chicago are of the
©pinion that there has not been, up to
this time, in Chicago a group of citizens
who took a forceful enough position, and
when I say "forceful enough position,"

there are many organizations, I would
suspect,.you would agree, who take the
apologetic approach to conditions as they
exist in Chicago, and of course it*s true
in other cities, that somehow the situation
will change simply because of the feelings
on the part of the structure or the
enforcement agencies involved, that somehow
the goodness of heart, you know, good
will, will prevail. Well, I think atr this
late date, 1965, 'that we would have to
admit, I would admit,, as a person, thâfc
the goodness of the heart just is not going
to prevail.

"Would you say that the Chicago leaders in
that area
is an amalgamation of many organizations
AL RABY, NAACP, or
any of these?

"Well, I dislike very much getting into a
situation where you address yourself to
specific organizations,
in general,
in the city of Chicago who claim t© foe
civil rights organizations, and they have,
©f late, not been in a position where they
were actually protesting anything,
comes to mind, of course, and I would

or cu>am

• O •

ROGERS:

041CEO

SOUTH:
CORE or COCO. I know the CCCO(£U(U * Off cao

would you comment on

ROGERS:
I would say this,

that there are organizations

One

- 7 -



+ *
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

suspect that it comes to mind to am
awful lot of people. I am mot going t© put
myself in a position of actually calling
that organization’s name. I think that they
know, as well as I know, that many people
around the city of Chicago are' very
disappointed that an organization of
national stature who claims to be a protest
organization and who claims to be out
fighting for the rights and privileges of
Negroes, has found themselves almost every
single time on the side, either of the
structure itself, or in a position of
silence. And this is a terrible indictment
of an organization that has the stature
that this particular organization has.
As I say, I think that we should

,

do ourselves
a great injustice if we would go into
actual name-calling, but then there are
other organizations in the city who profess
to be civil' rights organizations and they
function as an arm of the structure. Now,

mentioned some names. You mentioned
who happens to be a friend of mine,

and who I feel is actually in the field
doing a great and good job. He certainly is
doing what protest organizations ought to
do, that is, demonstrating so that he calls
attention to injustices, and of course, this
has been done. However, I think that
we are in .a stage of the civil rights movement
where that one has to go a little further
than the demonstrations.- And when I say this,
I mean, don’t jump to the conclusion that
I’m talking about ’armed insurrection.
You know, there seems to be a great play on
words today, in that anyone who no longer
agrees with turning the other che®k and this
sort of thing, is talking about armed
insurrection. No. I’m talking about a firm
position within the framework of the
struggle for human dignity. A more militant

, y
i <AJ37V .BY,
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approach, one where that yon really take the
American concept, as expressed by. some of
the founding fathers, who adhered to the
principle, "Peace if possible, but justice
at any cost." I think that this is the
line that the Deacons would take.
"This is very well -stated, but 1 don’t --
uh — maybe I’m a person who likes
spfecifics and maybe you can’t be specific

I mean it’s impossible to be specific
OB — what do you mean when you say
"within the framework"? What would an
organization do, getting back to the
Deacons? Just what would — how would
they fit into this?

"Certainly, speaking as Vice-Chairman of
ACT, and speaking for our position, we
would hope that the Deacons would serve
a purpose within the framework of our
organizational structure. There are
cases where that when people go out to
demonstrate, that hecklers and people,
you know, who are not a part of the
demonstration, come in and disrupt things
and on occasion the police seem to be
rather reluctant or ? I would certainly
think, I would be using the wrong term
to say that they were incapable of
containing these over-zealous citizens
who choose to disrupt a peaceful civil
rights demonstration. I think that a
strong-armed organization, and when 1
say "strong-armed," I’m mot talking about
armed with guns or that type of thing, I’m
talking about just a steadfast, strong .

.organization who would be on the scene
and could put an end to this type of
harassment, on the part ©f the regular
civil rights movement.

SOUTH:

ROGERS:

99SOUTH: Now, that’s what -— in other words, they
would be there, say they were having a
demonstration at someone’s home and there

— 9 —
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are people who live in this particular
area who don’t want this particular
demonstration. They’ll come out and they’ll
throw eggs or throw water on them. Do I
understand you correctly to say that the
Deacons, you would hope, would he there to
stop this type of thing?

"I would think that they would serve the
same purpose that they served in many
instances in the South. life, in Bogalusa,
if you recall, and this is recorded in the
papers, that they did not, in fact,
participate in picket lines. They were
there t© mingle with the crowd that
gathered, some of whom were a part,- who
were sympathetic toward the demonstration,
and some who were not, and they would, in
effect, act as a buffer between those
people who were anti-demonstration and
who were prepared to take some physical
action against it, and just their presence
there, in many cases, was able to deter
overzealous people who felt that they ought
to interfere with the peaceful demonstration.
And I would suspect that they could serve
the same purpose here..

"Mow, let’s say that those who were against
such a demonstration, they were also
determined that they were going to .be there
and they were going to do what they wanted
to do a&d they were going to stand behind
their friends and make certain that they
could exercise their rights as they see
them, and this could wind up in a fist
fight or even worse. Is this right or wrong?

”I cannot disagree with your speculation
that the possibility of fist fights might

come out of something like this-,

think that there’s any way of prior
determining anything of this nature.
I would think that just the mere act of

ROGERS:

' I

«

SOUTH:
j

ROGERS:
I don’t

But

10
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having some Deacons for Defense and Justice
in a crowd of people who felt that they '

wanted to take law into their own hands,
would be a deterrent to any activity of
that nature.
"Police could have sort of a handful, too,
couldn’t they?

"Well, police have their hands full in most
situations that involve protests and
what-have-you. *

"And this might make a little bit more
such a — would I be using correct English
by saying they would be "fuller"?

"Well, I don’t know whether there is such
a word, it is possible.
"Ladies and gentlemen, this is "The Hot
Line," WESLEY SOUTH is your host. Our
guest tonight is MAEEAZ ROGERS, who is' the.
Vice-Chairman of ACT. We’re speaking ,

about the Deacons for Defense and Justice.

SOUTH;

ROGERS:

SOUTH;

ROGERS;

SOUTH;

"If you have a comment or question, give
us-a call, we911 be here until midnight.
Our telephone number

”(Commercial)

847-2602onos

This is the"Hot Line."tVSOUTH; 0 9 0

Caller;
(Female) "Hello.

"May we have your question or your comment,
please.

"Mr. SOUTH? Mr, THOMS was interviewed on
another program, on another radio show,
and he said that he was invited to come up
here and the .reason why he was invited was

SOUTH:

Caller;

- 11 -
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because that the Ku Klux Klan was opening
chapters, starting in Indiana, and his
organization was formed primarily to act
as a buffer against the Ku Klux Klan in
the South because it was proved *im Louisiana
that a lot of Klansmen were part of the
law officials, so therefore, naturally,
they were not doing their jobs and that is
the reason why they formed the Deacons -—because of this breakdown, that if the
Klan was the law, naturally the,law wasn’t
gonna protect the Negro. So, in Louisiana
it is legal to. carry arms and that is why
they are able to carry guns and the only
reason that he is coming up here, if he
made this perfectly clear, was only to
act as a counter-balance against the Ku
Klux Klan and for no other reason.

*’We hope to have him on our program in a
few days.

" Well, it would be nice, but it would also
be nice to make it clear — I was listening
to Mr. ROGERS, and if you have non-violent
demonstrations,, the reason why .they could.
stay non-violent is because a person does
not expect anyone in the demonstration, to
have a weapon,- but if you have the Deacons
in there and the supposition is that they
will have a weapon, and then naturally
anyone coming to counter the demonstration
will also have a weapon. So then you are
only asking for violence.
"Thanks for calling.
" Do you have a point on that, NAMAZ?

"Yes. In talking to Mr. THOMAS, and he
made this as a public statement at a debate
Saturday night that the organization
that would be set up in Chicago would not,
in fact, be armed in the manner that you
think of the Deacons being armed in

SOUTH:

CALLER:

SOUTH:

ROGERS:

- 12 -
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So I would think that anybodyLouisiana.
who gets the idea that the Deacons will
be wanderingaround in Chicago armed haven't
listened to Mr. THOMS, himself.
"Well, then, Mr. ROGERS, as you 9 ve just
said, if they were part of .an organization
and part of a demonstration, what d© you
think the good would be? By them just
being there? You’d have other people there,
I mean what would differentiate them from
anybody else, why would they be of any
use particularly?

"Well, I would suspect that from just .
listening to you, I didn’t hear your name
when you first started, that you have :
observed demonstrations in Chicago, I
have observed them here and in other
Northern cities — that there are oqcasional
incidents of violence that does not stem
from the police, it just stems from, as I
said earlier, overzealous spectators. And
I think that there is an area there - that
could be addressed by a group such as the.
Deacons, and I. have no authority to speak
for the Deacons, to say that this is an
area that they intend to work. I was
just saying that this is an area that ,

needs work.

CALLERt

ROGERS;

"Well., I don't doubt that it needs work,
but I don't know if it needs, to be worked
by the Deacons! I think it needs working,
I think that a lot can be performed by
the Negroes themselves if they would write
more letters, I mean most Negroes are not
writing enough letters. They can do a lot
to stop a lot of things if they'd just
write more letters to these people. In
other words, no one knows you object to
anything, well, they just continue to do
it-! I mean, they can write letters., I. mean

CALLER:

- 13
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for every man that’s stopped and a policeman
puts his hand in his pocket, write a
letter, write a letter ® And then see if
that doesn’t work, well then get somebody
up there, get another form of protest, but
how many letters are being written from
the South Side?

*
"Not enough, I’m sure.
"I mean, we all just holler, but who’s
writing a letter?

"Thank you very much for calling.
"Surely. ’Bye.
"Good night.
"WESLEY SOUTH here.
"Hello, NAHAZ, this is
I’m very pleased to hear you 'on the program.
I’m a somewhat regular caller to "Hot v

Line" and, of course, a great fan of Mr.
SOUTH and yours.and LARKY’s.
''There’s just one thing, and of course Mr.
THOMAS mentioned this at the debate
Sunday. The Deacons are there to protect
people. For instance, if a acan wants .
to go out and vote and he has some fear of his
house being burned down where he leaves only
his children or his women, he can call on
them and say, well, look, I’xa going to
vote,will someone come out and watch my
home, and there are countless situations in
the South and in the North, perhaps, where
someone needs someone else to call on
besides the urhite law enforcement agencies
and the Deacons then are there to say, well,

ROGERS:

CALLERJ

SOUTH;

CALLER!

SOUTH:

lit
CALLER(Male):

“** 14
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call on me if yon need, me, we are here
and therefore they can somewhat combat the
white- sheet fellows from coming to do
some- harm to them. And they do this —they watch 'the registrars and they keep
tabs on the people who come to vote and
the people then can say, well, we have the
Deacons then to call on and I think this
is a good point. And he made this point,
where he at least has someone else besides
the white law agencies to call on to help
him protect his home, his family.
"Are you referring to Chicago or other

"I'm referring mainly to the South.
Of course, they do this in the South and
this isHieir job, where people are in fear
of danger, they have someone to turn to
besides the white people who constitute
almost the entire law enforcement body
down there,

"Howwuld that apply here in Chicago?

"Well, we might reach that situation here
in Chicago. I don’t know exactly that it
does, but this certainly is an effort of
the .... They might go to bat for someone
in a case of police brutality. They might
help there, and of course, he pointed this
out

SOUTH; 0 0 9

LANDRUM:

SOUTH:

LANDRUM;

0 9 0

"How do you mean, "help"?

"Well, engage in some kind of protest, they
could go to the captain of the police
station and point out these grievances of
people and act in this way, or if a person
needs protection, and we don’t always have
enough — I wish we did, but if a person
didn’t have enough, he could call on them
and say, well, look, I’m in fear ©f .such and

SOUTH:

LANDRUM:

— 15 —
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such, and he would at least have sane
other protection other than the white power
structure and the police agencies.
"All right, thank you very much for calling.
Good night.
"This is "The Hot Line,” ladies and gentlemen,
WESLEY SOUTH your host. Our guest tonight,
NAKAZ ROGERS, our telephone number 847-»2602.

"(Commercial)

SOUTH;

CALLER;
(female) "...Mr. SOUTH?

"Yes.
" And your guest sounds most interesting.
I would be delighted if you have the Deacons
on, the representative of the Deacons on

"EARNEST THOMAS, yes.

"And I feel that acting and living with the
ordinary citizens are in the ghettos,
the Deacons might be helpful in getting
information about the dope that is brought
in our areas and in the Southern states
they protect the Negroes who are not
protected, the Negroes who are not protected
by the elected police officers. In Chicago
and our overcrowded conditions, dope is
brought into our communities, four young
women have been murdered and Alderman
LEWIS, and even the Negro daily press
now we have a daily newspaper here and
sometime I think they really wait two or
three days after the other presses have been
out to give certain news, they act like

. they are really afraid to give news that will
sound dignified to us of African descent.

SOUTH:

CALLER:

• « «

SOUTH:

CALLER:

(M3W
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'"You think that the Deacons would remedy
this?

"I think they could help the policeman .
because we ®re so overcrowded here

SOUTH:

CALLER:
o o o m

"The police ~ you know they have
candidates can get applications, I understand,
up until, oh, another week, and they are
having Civil Service examinations on December
second or third. Do you think they should
join the police department?

''No, sir, I read that there's a shortage,
that there are not very many people
applying because the policemen are not
getting their raises,

"One question I*d like to ask,

"What d© you think, if many organizations in
Chicago, so many groups all over Chicago,
felt that they should have their own police
force? How long do you think it would
be -- I®11 ask you the same thing, NAHAZ —before law and order — do you think we
would have law and order or would it
break down?

"Well, as far as the police for
Chicago, we have the police force,
to me, the Deacons would have to
people show such apathy. Now, I know
people who are not interested in anything

theSOUTH: COC=ft

CALLER:

SOUTH:

j

we in

the
GAIJUEK*

OC3CSC

o » o

f? Now, would they be helped by the Deacons?

"And if they could hear about the Deacons
and hear about what they lave don© in the
South — and I know for certain, in
certain areas no Negro men are allowed to
go, not even on business, yet other men

SOUTH:

CALLER:

- 17 -
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go freely for social purposes in our
areas.
and I think that these people can really
help the police without a warrant.

Well, you know that ?s not right,

SOOTH? "Okay. Thank you for calling.

"Thank you so very much.
"Would you comment on the question I asked
you, NAHAZ?

"Well, number one, I would say that it
appears to me that other groups do have
defensive organizations. They may not be
organized, primarily for that purpose,
but it is obvious that there are such
organizations in existence in Chicago.
I would just like to say — a couple of
questions ago, someone raised the question
about areas of work for the Deacons for
Defense and, as I say,mot speaking fa?
the Deacons for Defense, but I think of
cases where Negroes move into an area
and someone burns their house down or
throws bricks through the front windows
or even invades their home
here's an area that’s within the framework
of one’s own private property, that a
person might want to call upon someone for
help to see that they're secure in their
own home, and we know for a fact that on
occasions the police haven’t been enough

to actually deter this type of action.

"This is the "Hot Line."
'WESLEY? Mr. kc KAY(ph).
"Haven’t heard from you in a long time.
"Yeah, I been pretty busy.

CALLER?

SOUTH:

ROGERS:

thatCM oca

SOUTH:

CALLER(male):

SOUTH:

CALLER?

18
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"I understand you have your own radio show
now?

SOUTH:

"Yes, 1 do,, and it’s broadcast from the
Edgewater Beach Hotel, WES0 Like to have
you as a guest sometime.
"Be glad to.
"l have been listening but I have been pretty
busy and I have been talking to a lot of
people in the last two or three months,
doing a lot of things, quite frankly.
I have been in todeh with the Deacons and
I might say, — probably not much time —how much time do we have left?

"Oh, minute or so.

CALLER:

SOUTH:

CALLER:

SOUTH:

"Minute or so. That’s unfortunate because
what I wanted to say could take more than
a minute.

CALLER:

"Well, go right ahead.
"l wanted to say this, that first of all,
I think that the pulse of the Negro people
is being misread by many people,
unfortunate that we have to look back to
400 years of violence against us.
the world in a state of violence today.
I heard a statement today, I think it was
Senator YOUNG, is it, that said that the
CIA had committed atrocities in Viet Nam
and he just came and blamed it on the
Viet Cong to inflame opinions.
Mr.(Trosby ??)and his show, which is
stimulating anti-Asiatic feeling, which
the Negro Secret Service agent goes
abroad and kills yellow communists, but he
doesn’t kill the white ones, and Ism not
saying this as any
that exists, you know it is unfortunate
that this exists, and this is so to inflame
hatred against the red Chinese, perhaps to
prepare the American people psychologically

SOUTH:

CALLER:
It is

We see

We see

this is a situationa a •
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for war and to murder milHoms of Asians
with their nuclear weapons, and that
we even debate whether or not Negroes need
self-defense who are being murdered
psychologically, physiologically,
economically, sociologically, and every
way possible. At 8.S years left of life
expectancy, just multiplying that by 20
million gives you about 1,760,000,000
years of life every time' a - generation
passes out of existence among our nation.
So what are we .debating,' whether we want
to live or 4ie, yon know? Whatever means
are necessary for us to live and for our
youth to flower into the full fruition of
their manhood and womanhood, I don*t give
a darn whether they *re Deacons, whether
itte guns, whether it *s bombs, whether it *s
marches, whether it*s demonstrations,.
whether it *s' books, whether' it *s bricks
or stones or sticks.. The people are the
parasites, the white power structure.
We are the hosts, they feed off of us,
they suck our blood, they grow fat, we
grow thin, we die, they live. Mow we- - - ;
have a choice, it *s very simple. I*m'not
advocating anything except survival and
decency and human dignity for my people
and for‘ all people, whatever it takes,
we are men or if we are women. If we
believe in the principles of Christianity,
the principles of Judaism-, the principles
of Brahmanism, or Muslimism, -any‘kind ’

.of
religious.doctrine, the principles of
purely decent humanity, of humanness,,
of survival of human life on this planet,
we1 will take whatever steps are necessary
to foe sure then. And we are the- moral
salvation, the black people of the wo,rid
the non-Caucasians are the moral salvation,
the only possible salvation of this planet.
And -if we don*t take*- whatever steps, aa©
necessary to stop this frenetic, headlong
dash toward hell, and destruction of this
earth, we*11 wish we were never toorn.

if

- 20 -
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"Thanks for calling(Russ?),
I

"Thank you.
"Talk to you later. Good night.
"This is ."The Hot Line."

SOUTH;

CALLER;,

SOUTH;

CALLER(male); "Yes, I would like to agree with the last
caller, but at the same time I would like
to say that the Constitution of the
United States and the laws of Illinois
do give every individual, black or .white,
the right to protect himself and his
property. There is no denying the fact
that the Negroes in the city of Chicago,
as well as in other places, are being
denied their rights to protect themse-lves.
At least, their rights are being abused-,
But I think that in all fairness, that
we have to admit that, number one, the.
laws are on the books, the police are in
there for our protection, the Negroes..have
a right to join the police force, Negroes
are in the courts,, we have Negro lawy©rs>
that can practice in the courts., I mean we
have a lot of things going for us here in
the ’state of Illinois. 1 am one of.the.
first ones to talk’ about some of the
things that we donst have .in the city of
Chicago that we should have* But we -have
a lot of things going for us in the state
of Illinois in general and in the edbty of
Chicago, in particular,, for oar own
protection. But at the same time, .nobody;
is going to force protection upon as and
the only thing that the Deacons .could
possibly do would be in the sense
I heard Mr.• THOMAS on the other program .

the other night also.' I think he handled
himself very well on that program ’for the
audience that he had, which was predominantly
white, but by the same' token,.I dOn'*t -/think

- 21 -i
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that that type organization is needed in
Chicago, I hope that ACT and DICK .

GREGORY, who is my idol,. I hope that they
are not fostering that type of organization
here in the city of Chicago, We don't
need that type of organization in Chicago.
We do need vigilantes, it5s true enough,
but we need vigilantes, number one, to wake
people up, our people, and get them
interested in how to use their legal
rights to protect themselves with what they
have on the books. We don't have people
in the city of Chicago who even take
advantage of things . that are not even
denied them. I mean, as far as homes being
burned, I work for a real estate office,
I know about some of these things. But I
have not as yet read where one Negro
moved in any neighborhood has actually, in
force, tried to protect himself against his
home being burned. And he has that right
in the state of Illinois, he has it under
the Constitution of the United States.
He9s:not using it. We have the right to
vote for whomever we please, to even select
our legislators. But in very, very few
instances in the state of Illinois, and
particularly in the City of Chicago, do
Negroes select — they help elect
they don't select anything. And the thing
is, we need vigilantes here, as I say,
but the vigilantes that we need are the
type that can wake the Negro people of the
city of Chicago up as to what their rights
are now, how to take advantage of them.
Simple little thing like calling the
Internal Investigating Division when you
feel that you're being abused, and I can
personally say I have never been
physically abused by any policeman, but
I was verbally abused by a policeman and
I can personally state that the Internal
Investigation did make an investigation of
it. And, uh, people are so afraid, I mean,

butoocao
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but those things go against the record
of any particular policeman, and nobody in
their sensible mind, and I’m sure Super-
intendent; WILSON does not want the type of
man on.the police.force that’s going to
create havoc on the force. Now, but if the
people don’t say anything, but mumble
to themselves, as I say, talk of trials for
your doggone sins, I mean, well, nothing
is going to happen.
'Thank you for calling.
T9(Commercial)

'This is the "Hot Line."
"Mr. SOUTH? i

'

"How are you, Mr. MUNFORD?

"Fine, and you, sir?

"Fine. Haven’t heard from.you for a few
days. .

SOUTH:

SOUTH:

CALLER (male):

SOUTH:

CALLER:

SOUTH:

"Well, I have been listening to you, you
know, ’cause this is my heart. First of
all, I would say this, that I belong to,
as you well know, the non-violentorganization, but our leaders tell us
this, they’re training us this. And they
say that we are glad the Deacons exist.
I know that some are comparing them to
the Ku KXux Klan, but then they may ask
this question - how many lynching® have
they committed, how many homes have they
burned, how many churches? The Deacons,

Anyone

CALLER:

thank God, are not night riders,
compare them like with the Klan is
simply ’dacion(ph). Now, it’s the. same
way, the Deacons. .See, level-headed men
that is leading us and I mean, (Sod knows,
if there is anything in.prayer, I’m
praying for it. Mr. SIMS said, one of the
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Deacons said this, "Leave your pistols,
your knives, your hammers at home. Leave
the protecting to us, that’s our job,
and to all men who is so like-minded, I
think they would agree with me when I say
this, that all men pughta be free but only
those, who are worthy of it. Who are
valiant enough to win it — to want it, *

to desire it, is not enough. One must
pursue and capture it, knowing full well
that freedom is not a gift, it’s a victory.
And let us all work fpr victory. Thank
you, sir.
"Thanks for calling.
"This is the "Hot Line."
"Good evening, Mr. WESLEY SOUTH. Can I
make

"Well! Haven’t heard from you in a long
time,. Mr.
"Well, you barrel me off of you!

SOUTH:

CALLER (male):
• <*

SOUTH:
«••

CALLER:

'1 haven’t barbed - anybody off.
ahead, NICKtf^ AlPS

SOUTH: Go -right

UL'
"First, I’d say, speaking about Negroes
protecting themselves. Someone said we
have a lot of protection here. I haven’t
found it so much and I think you!re gonna
agree with me. I think-, fon the speaker
tonight, X think the best way the Negroes
can get protection in Chicago or anywhere
else, and that is, number one, (word or •

two unintelligible) these organizations.
The Negroes must get in these organizations
and after getting in there he must support
them.. That is the number one* Now, of
course, I feel this at- this age.,of my life.
I don’t think anybody doing anything smart,
throwing rocks in my car like I seen them
throwing them in Negroes’. Now I don’t know

CALLER:
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why this is so healthy whpn I aw ^unintelli-gible)
acquires me to haye on my car. Now, God
help anybody throwing a yock in my car.
XJm gonna call the police after I call the
undertaker. Because X think if a man
don -’t stand up and protect hie home and
his family, he’s less than a man, that’s
the number one thing the majority of us
Negroes don’t do. We get in an organization
we don’t even support it. Our alderman,
— and the alderman I’m talking about is
about the only
17th Ward alderman — he made a statement
here this summer that they ain’t but about
five per cent of us support these
organizations. So, NAHAB, X think that
one thing we got to do. When the more of
these people support the organizations, I
think the organizations will be, in more of
a situation to fight them. Thank you,
Mr. SOXJTH.

"You’ve never been barred from the "Hot
Line-,” Mr. LAWS (ph).

"Thanks for calling, hope to hear your voice
again.
"Okay.
"This is the "Hot Line.”
"X would like to speak to Mr. ROGERS.
"Here on the line.
"X would like to know if his group is a
non-violent or violent group?

"Number one, I wonder how people get hung
up in those type of thoughts, "non-violent"
or "violent." The ACT organization is not.a
non-violent. That does noi, ip itself, make
it a violent group. You spe, violence is ,

one thing — ACT believes in self-defense^

X have everything that.the city* o 9

one we have, and its the

SOUTH:

CALLER:

SOOTSH:

CALLER (male);

SOIOTH:

CALLER:

ROGERS:
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that every man, to be a man, has to have,
number one, the feeling for protecting
himself, his family and his possessions.
Now, violence is something that has been
constantly perpetrated upon the black man

' in this country apd I know of no
organized black organization that goes out
to perpetrate violence against anyone.
But I constantly hear people asking whether
an organization is violent pr non-violent.
You know, we are not non-viplent, if by
non-violent you mean will we go out and
offer our members up as sacrificial lambs
to allow someone to beat their heads.
No, we will not do tint. On the other hand,
we are not going out to inflict any
violence on anyone else. But we teach and
preach and hope and pray that every single
ACT member will pt all times conduct
himself like, a God-fearing man, and that
is, that he will protect himself, he will
protect his family, he will protect his
property. This is not violence. This is
how to deter violence.
"Yes, sir, does that answer your question-,
sir?

"Well, I wonder if he, do he think getting
behind the voter registration, voters,
that maybe this thing will be deterrent,
if any person that runs for any elective
office, if this group would support anybody
that run for elective office in the city of
Chicago?

"Yes, we advocate — this is part of our
platform, and program, is that the black
community must control the blaoh community
and this would mean in every sphere of
operation, the political, the economic,
black people must control the economics
of their community, they must certainly
control the political aspects, and they also
must control the social aspects of their ,

own community. This is something that to

SOOTH:

C&LMSR:

ROGERS:
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date ia most cities of the United States
has never been. The city is completely
controlled and exploited by outside forces
and this- is what ACT stands against. We
stand for complete control of the Negro
community by Negroes, and we don't refer to
black people in America as "Negroes" —we refer to them as Afro-Americans,Africans, or black people, — and that we
feel that it is necessary that power come
to the black community in order that they
may develop those things that are necessary
for them to function within the total - .

society as equals. •»
;

'Thank you for calling, sir.
'Thank you.
'tJood night.
'This is the "Hot Line"'.

SOWS!:

CALLER:

SOW!:

CALLER(female): "Hello?

’May we have your question or your comment?

"Mr. SOUTH, I have a comment and a slight
question too. I think that this organization
that they are performing now, I think
that this would be a very good .thing to
happen in our different neighborhoods, not
only do we need this for demonstrations
and we need it for violence or .whatever they
are talking about, As far as the police
department, I have no kick against the
police department as far as me. But I
think it’s a whole lot of things, because
have you thought about, too, there's a
many a people, and I know I'm a woman alone,
and I know there's a many a people, even
sick in bed, and you can call for help,
you can even call for the police department.
Sometimes you can’t even get qne an<d do
you know it would be a nice thing to even
have people that you could even call to see
that you go into a hospital, because you can

- 27 -
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go to woffle of these hospitals, you can have
all kinds of insurance, they are prejudiced,
they don’t want to do anything for you.
You can’t even go to the counter, you have
t© stajr on the outside out there. I have
gone out and stayed as long as 12, or 15 hours
and 1 would be sick and couldn’t get waited
on. And I think that if they could
even get this organization built up that
they can protect the Negroes. I think that
this would be a great thing, not against the
police department, because I think Chicago
has a nice police department, I have "no
kick against them

And what was your question?

"And then the question that I wanted to
ask, would these people be trained to do
these things — not just people you just
pick
work?

"The units that function in the South, now
they are in the process at the moment, of. set-ting up a chapter in Chicago, but all of
the chapters in the South go through'

rigorous training programs to be sure that
every Deacon can operate at peak levels.
Now, these are things that I learned,from
talking to Mr. THOMS. As WESLEY says,
Mr. THOMAS is going to be on the program
himself, or at -least he’s going to invite
him on, and I would suspect that he would
foe able to answer these questions in- much
more detail.

?YThank you, sir.
"Thank you for calling.
"(Commercial).

« 4 0

5?S©OTBE:

CALLER:

are these people trained to do this«M>Ufa

19®$ES:

CALLS!:

SOOTH:

•?» 2$S **>



r » k

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

mi

J

'bid I understand you to say at the beginning of
the program that you would have some representative
from this organization;within the next few days?

1

’Yes, sir.
"All right, now. Well my question is, dp you think
that the Grand Dragon of the Ku Klux Klan is refusing
to expose anything, connected with his organization?

I haven't, the slightest idea.
"Well I just saying that since he refused......
(unintelligible) .. •

"Well I ask him When he comes on.
"l wish' you could ask him that.
"l really couldn’t say what this man would do.
I've never even met him,'-. • 1

i

Caller

South

Caller

South

Caller

South

Caller
4 0

'South

I '

"Hello, Hot Linp.-.
*

"Hello,., Mir. South. I’d like to comment on your
program tpnight. ‘ •

"Yes, sir.
^^ * “ > i j «,

I’ve heard a lot of what the people are saying and
disagree with just about every call you’ve had,

.except one and I thought he was very articulate in
stating his composition and I cannot see where

. Chicago needs(unintelligible)unless you are
going to work in areas(unintelligible)as far
as voting, as far as volunteering ,for youth
organisations to help(unintelligible.), value
of education and a few other things of that
nature. Other than that,.I don’t see where we .

heed them because you cannot have two police
departments in one city. And by them hot earing
whether its against the law in this state hhd
in the city, I do not see how theycan protect
any civil rights workers who are demonstrating

South

Caller

South

- Caller
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<

or anything else, in all white areas.
"Did you want ,to comment on that.South

" Yes.Rogers I think it deserves comment, . Number- one,
we here at the program do not know as. yet exactly
what areas the Deacons have decided to work in
in Chicago. But on the other hand, I thinks that
there are too many organizations and individuals
throughout the community who are actually training
Negroes -into submission, NoW I. think one of the
jobs that I would like to §ee the Deacons do is
to ,re-instill manhood in- black men

.re-ihstill the idea that men must of right and
ought, to protect themselves^ ,their,property and
their family. And this is obviously lacking in

. many Negroes .over 21 years' of age and t, don't
thing you can be a man unless you possess the
qualities .that go along with being a man and

that is, to be.) willing to' protect your family
and your hom'd -and...your children.

V .

*

» 1

»
1

That is toi
\?

1 _

i
1

V-i’ 1'.

4 *

* ;

"i don‘’t thing you’ll find any NOgro man.,, unless
„there are"veyy. .few; who are. not .willing id.
..‘protect’ tbeir rights ,ahd - their'family and their
, home and. what not. ' ’And a new. organization coming
Op, I;; agree with you a lot of,. Organizations,ip
Chicago who are working fOr Negroes rights, but to
me they are all going and .assuming different
directions until" very, female 'making much headway.

' We are making headway, and I don't say that
; Chicago has the best police force in the nation
but , it's a' . big organization and any big organization
that,,you find you’re, going to find, a few goofs.' '

" .'They've, gpt their prejudice
they’re pblice, 'but, they.'ve, still got their

*.l^n"t, think that .among -the . police
that ...unicago; has1 that",it-*'s running xanpant .through
the. whole'force.. And to if. you bring in
another group and something should start where
thehe is. a peaceful dempnstration and 'then there's

.hecklers like there was a,t .Mayor Daley’s house,
and the.Deacons are there to , protect those peaceful
demonstrators; we would.have a riot -. And in a
riot, it’s hard to te.il who’s right and.who’s
wrong. Especially when you have two groups at
bdde with each other. Ilhey’.re, both violent.

Caller
;_'

• t

»
i

i

5

s

i

These men are human.
, top.

'. prejudice.
that Chicago'

, has1 that'',it-*'s
the. whole 1 force.,

' And to me ?.

;

r

:
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It’s much easier to tell if you have a non-
violent group here and a violent group here.
It’s easy to spot those who were committed to
violence before than if you have two violent
groups. And this police force to me isn’t
like the fatal police force in the South. If
feel very wholeheartedly that the Deacons do
need to have an organization in the South because
there is a great lack of law and order 1here.
And I am not seeing any breakdown of law and
order here. This is what I’m wondering about.

”l want to comment. Number one, I don’t understand
that everytime the Deacon’s name is brought up,
it’s brought up in the framework of violence.
And that is in (unintelligible) to the police
force. I don’t think anything has ever been
suggested that the Deacons of defense and justice
have any real relationship to being in opposition
to the police force. But what I am saying and
this is a position organizationally that I take
as being a part of ACT, an organization who is
opt for justice and out for the equality of black
people in Chicago and in America as far as we
are a national organization. But I think that
we overlook too many things when we say that we
don’t need the help of every organization that
has something to offer in the area of creating a
climate of equality on the part of all mankind
and one of those qualities is that people act
and react like men to any given situation. I
don’t want to take up a lot of time, but certainly
Chicago offers many areas where that some agency
is remiss in the treatment of Negroes. To say
that we have made a lot of headway is wrong. The
school system is worse today in 1965 then it was
in 1955. And getting more segregated every year.
So we are not making the kind of progress except
that we are making progress in the newspapers,
but in fact in many cases we’re going backward and
there must be a reason. One of these reasons may
be that the organizations are not taking a militant
enough stand.

Rogers
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"I agree with you.
take a much more militant attitude if we would
teach people how to vote, if we would teach our
kids, not our kids individually, but say our
kids as a race, and try teaching them the value
of property and not destruction of property?

5 !

"We have to first give them some property to
(unintelligible).
"No, not necessarily.

But don’t you think you couldCaller

Rogers

Caller

"Well, let me make that point. When most of the
property that the Negroes that you’re taking
about live in are owned by absentee slum landlords,
who do not care anything about the people, who
live there to ask these people to be constantly
looking out for this man's interest so that he
can live out of the city and take his kids to
the better schools and ask these people to be
peaceably and be nice while they live in abject
poverty, I think is asking too much,
ask Negroes to be that way.

Rogers

I do not

"How about those Negro landlords who live in the
area with the absentee landlords who own
property and try to keep it up. And a few Negro
absentee landlords although they live away still
try to keep their property up. What are they to
do with the destruction of these other kids from
these absentee landlords that you're talking about?

Caller

’’Well, we've just run out of time. Thank you for
calling. I want to thank you very much Nahaz
Rogers for being our guest tonight and I hope
you might ask Mr. Ernest Thomas and see if you
could get him on, say by the end of the week
or the first of next week.

SOUtfc

"I will certainly extend the invitation to him,
Wesley, and thanks a lot for inviting me.Rogers
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’’You know,' being the host here I cau always have
the last worid and' I want1 ,to say /jihisv' Regarding
what you 1 think about 1 Negro men nc)t standing up,.
I ;don’t think, there’s a: man ia Chicago Negro
white or otherwise where you could go in his
house where he would not’ stand up:- Do you agree
or disagree? ,

4 ,

”l know 1 of cases where.,,

South
I
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Rogers 1 ?
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Information Concerning (IS)", which'advised 'that'New Orleans
was'Office of Origin on matter 'concerning"the* Deacons,
and that that office should he furnished all pertinent
information concerning same.
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Enclosed for .New Orleans are three copies' of’ the LHM
and"two "Zerox copies each of LHM's, one dated '9/30/65 captioned"Publication- ‘Rebellion 1, Information Concerning""arid the other
dated' 10/6/65"captioned "Friends'of'the Deacons,'aka Deacons
for Defense and Justice, Deacons, Racial Matters."

Two copies of the LHM are'being furnished New York
due to their interest in New York subjects, WILLIAM MC ADOO .
and DAVID DOUGLAS.

"• "The sources mentioned in "the"LHM"in the'order mentioned
I /"confidential Roimnsh 1are |

Land b7DT New
urieans, Louisiana <U)

The LHM is being classified confidential since' it "con-tains Information" furnished by the above mentioned 'sources which'
could'logically "result 'in ' identification ‘of sources of continuing
value, jeopardize their future activity and be detrimental to
the defense interest of the United States.

RONALD BEDFORD was interviewed on 10/13/65 with SAC
authority by SAs MICHAEL J. MC DONAGH and JOHN F. NOONAN.

In view of the fact that membership in'the'"DeaOoris"in.Boston is limited to the"four' persons who organized 'it',' the
fact that it " has been unable'to expand beyond'this'point and "
that its activities have been ‘limited to Its'"original'organ!- '

zing public meeting’, this case'is'being referred'upon cbmp’letlOnto New Orleans subject to being reopened if " activities' warrant.The activities of individual members will be followed in indi-vidual case files.
New Orleans and the" Bureau will' be' kept'advised ofany pertinent activity with respect to the Deacons.
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STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICEUNITET)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply,Please Refer to
File No. (U)

Boston, Massachusetts

November 3> 1965

FRIENDS OF THE DEACONS, ALSO
KNOWN AS DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE, DEACONS.’ RACIAL
MATTERS c.

Kp
' '•

Oh October '13, 1965, Rqwalfl7faedfrif»ff~waa rirmtarifii*
g.|the vicinity of his residence' on*]

j| [of Boston,'Massachusetts. Bedford'was'questioned1
o|concerning nls’Tmowfedge of'‘tKe'’FrIends'of'the'Deacons In the 4pjf Boston area and the mimeographed newspaper, "Rebellion". ( f j f ( t &

f--n b6
b7C
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Concerning'the'"Deacons", Bedford stated'that there

he Boston group'.' 'These are,
ardwlck/'Hugh^uuIldersdn and .himself,
y'chairman #f\the group but"resigned "

*Bedford
aweek'and'--''

b are'ant&ally'only four members In tJamesMtunroe, FIbyd$Hardwlck.' Hugh#
Bedford was'origirtall:

.because' he could not' devote any time to the group.J explained that he goes to school" three 'evenings a'|**.babysits a fourth evening to care'‘foh /the young son’ of the'" "

white woman with whom he lives,' TaniaAMoore, who”g6es~tb schoolone evening a week';* James Munroe' Isvnow chairman of 'the '"Deacons".A number of other people' have attended* various meetings held "

by the Deacons" but'hone have evidenced
^
enough interest to joinor return to a subsequent meeting.

The'group meets h t the office "of the Boston Action'Group, |in the| I'of "Boston,Massachusetts."'The purpose' of the group is to raise mohey'foassist the "Deacons" in Bogalusa, Louisiana. Bedford claimed
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FRIENDS OF THE DEACONS, ALSO
KNOWN AS DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE, DEACONS. RACIAL
MATTERS

'+ • *

that the Boston group receive'd"sanct!on for Its. existence
frdm"ttie Deacons In'the south'and' that one BoblGahtan of.Boston
had \the contact arranging this. C- L'J,

Bedford 'stated that Ifwas decided'that only negroes
should 'b'e "admitted'to membership.'* There"Is'a. white "group of
approximately sixteen"person'who are sympathetic "toward"the
"Deacons”'.'' This' group has no formal" organization'set-up and”'

Is very'loosely knit.” Bedford""refused fo*identify'any of"the
group”but "stated that 'Bob Gahtan was'aware of”the"Identity "7 "

of these'white sympathizers.'"'Bedford said that"iieItherJKar,erudr WilliamySacks were among the members of the white ,sympathizers.y//'56"®******̂ * -** > - - ....... -• - ~ , • • -
concerning'a group Known as "Fathers for Defense"'

existlng"ln the'‘Roxbury Section of'Boston, Bedford'said that
this'is really an organization in"name only.'' It has no con-nectlori with the "Deacons".'' 'Its prupose Is. to afford pro-''tectioh to negro women and children if the need 'arisesf"It
is supposed to be made up of fathers of children participating
in "'Operation Exodus'" or husbands,/pf women participating'in'‘It.
It has no formal head but CarhehjAEaton could be described as.,
its spokesman and the group is probably "his brainchild". ///

Bedford stated that "Operation Exodus” "is actively *

organized by a "group of mothers 'of”negro children in'Roxbury.
The mothers claim their children rebelve inferior'education
in overcrowded"Roxbury school's "These mothers 'have hired"'"
buses to "transport their children to schools in other sections
of Boston.

\

LLL.,

• »« »*•

Darnell Eaton was' paroled ori April" 12,“I96I"from'
the Massachusetts Correctional Institution af'Walpole,
Massachusetts, where he had been'serving a"sentence
for- robbery" while armed and 'masked " sIncJune'287
1956; While at' Massachusetts'Correctional 'Institution '

at Norfolk where he served part"of "his"sentence", prison
authorities identified him as apparently a member of

2

IU)



T—71r
«^IT *"•sen Mi #

FRIENDS OF THE DEACONS, ALSO
KNOWN AS DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE, DEACONS. RACIAL
MATTERS

**

a' small'Nation of Islam group at that prison.
Since" Being paroled he has- had no association with'

r the Nation of Islam group in Boston, Massachusetts.
4~, >

^
'Bedford' stated that'"Rebellion"''is a"newspaper published* * in.mimeograph form 'which IS supposed to'be issued "twice eachmdn'th.' This"Schedule "Is not' always met. ‘The'purpose'of'thepaper'is t'6 educate‘"the negro'population as to what Is going on

. in civil rights locally and nationally". It .accepts articles"

^ i Ŝrom ail'sources. Its staff Is"made'"up of'Jacqueline.; arid Hugh
>^iGuild.e'rsonV Floyd Hardwick'/ 'Karen SackS/'and Bedford himself7“~“f B̂edford stated that - Karen'"and William>Sacks have "furnished" somemonetary Support to the paper but Heal'd" hot"think 'this"support

could be "called'substantial"."" He indicated that finanpial
support also'came' from college groups which he could not or
would not identify.

33

\

\

On"August 25, 1964, William MIchael>(Sacks
acknowledge'to FBI Agents'that he had r̂ edently'made

. a "trip toJC.ub.a„but 'that he did not wish , to discuss
it. ' The trip referred, to was one'in'which eighty-
four students visited Cuba In"August, 1964'in vio-lation of"State Department' regulations'governing
such travel."' A characterization of 'the' Student"
Committee for Travel to Cuba is found in the appendix
hereto.

\\— K
•*•« K « •

Roger Taus, Coordinator"for'the Student 'Committee
for Travel to Cuba advised ‘on" August 12,"'1964 that'
eighty four student's who had gone to • Cuba- would ~be .
returning on the evening of"August 14; 1964 a’f the ~7'John F. Kennedy International 'Airport,"New York City,New York.'' As"these students returned they'completed"
forms'furnished by the Immigration and"Naturalization
Service. One of"these was completed "b‘y Kareh'Sacks ",
Passport No.| 1; Another was“that"of“Roland F,.
Bedford, Passport"No.]
Immigration and Naturalization Service form that they .
had visited Cuba.

b6
b7C]. Both ’admitted "dn the-
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FRIENDS OF THE DEACONS, ALSO
KNOWN AS DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE, DEACONS., RACIAL
MATTERS
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Bedford stated that "Retellion" has'supported the""Deacons"'" because "Rebellion"''espouses all'civil''right '.causes,

and''further Hugh'Guilderson and himself are"niembers“oT the"Deacons'"!' However, "Rebellion" and the "Deacons" are two
separate and distinct entities.

• A i k 4 %

Bedford said that'at'the"first meeting of tfib ''

"Deacons" 'held on August 22/‘19'65~at the YMCA" Building, 401
WarrerTStreet,'Ro'xbury, Massachusetts, that'he had"acted as
chairman and introduced 'the two guest speakers whom the
"Deacons" had invited from New...York City.' "He'identified
these' two as WilliamsMcAddd"'ahd"Davi^w5buglas. "Bedford"stated
that "both“of these' individuals are'Rtembers of^fhe" Brogressive

^ Labor Party (PLP)' in New York City. A characterization of^EeWlTfot# inKhe appendix.
Bedford hid thac

H n** «oo
" PLP’ has no connection with the"Deacons" "but he invited representatives of the'PLP to the

initial rally of the '"Deacons" at the YMCA because the PLP
has access to. information not'readily available to the man"
bn the street through ordinary channels' and he believed " the
audience would fin'd these representatives interesting to' -
listen to. Bedford stated that he knows that"the PLP pre-sents the "Red" Chinese point of view and although he him-
self does not belong' to PLP or " agree necessarily' wit*h"‘all
that it stands for he does believe that'contact"with'all "

types of groups' will keep him Informed"bn what"goes" ori every-
where.' He realizes that much"of whatever''group offers'may"
be propoganda but he feels that he'Ts capable of extracting
factual information from the propoganda.

Bedford believes'that PLP' Is"Interested in'support-
ing many "different groups and 'his own group,"the""Deacons",
is so small that it can use any support it can get. He'
believes that'PLP'is also' interested in "Rebellion" as a
possible outlet for their'owri Ideas. '"Rebellion" Is willing
to publish articles dealing with the civil rights struggle

•I wi
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FRIENDS OF THE DEACONS, ALSO
KNOWN AS DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE, DEACONS, RACIAL
MATTERS

received"from any group and is looking -for material. However, ifan article is not acceptable to the editors’"it wonrt be" printed.
He would offer no’’criterion as to what type of material is
acceptable and what would meet with rejection,

Bedford' claimed that any article appearing in the"Rebellion" was factual: to the best of the" staff’s knowledge
but admitted that the staff conducts no research or investi-gation in an effort" to determine the true facts of the articles
published. He denied that "Rebellion" has any desire to stir'up the’ emotions of the negro population against the’white’ race
and claimed its purpose is solely to be informative.

{On October 6, 19.65, a source who has furnished relir,
able Information in the past advisedjthat he had seen a mimeo
graphed letter which had been sent out through the mail announc-ing a' meeting of the "Deacons" would be held on "the evening of
October 7. 196^ at. f.hp Boston Action Group headquarters,|

, Massachusetts. The purpose of this
meeojjig was advertised. as the election of officers. Thisletter stressed that the future success of the "Deacons"depends on "your participation and suggestions now".

b6
b7C

On October 11, 1965, a second source who has furnishedreliable information in the past advised'/that he had gone to the v

Boston Action Group headquarters on the evening of October 7>1965 where he understood a meeting of the "Deacons" was to be
held. No1 one was present except two member of the.Boston
Action Group and there- were no signs of activity such as would
be expected if a meeting were to take place. The source statedthat it would appear that no meeting was held and he believes -the meeting may have been called off since there had been
little or no interest evidence by the negro community in the"Deacons". The source stated that he understands that m e m b e r- »
ship is limited to three or possibly four "hard core" members, IU)
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The' source” inquired at Boston Action Group headquarters as to
whether the meeting was being held elsewhere hut the" two
Boston" Action Group'members claimed to have no knowledge that
any meeting was scheduled.^7^The" source stated that in the past few day$ the
subject”of" the '"Deacons" had been brought up by'him innocuously
in conversation with varipus negroes active in'civil rights in
Roxbury!All of them expressed the opinion that" the "Deacons"
is a paper organization in which no one has evidenced any'
interest outside of the few men who are behind it. " The feeling
is that if the group is not defunct by this time then it" is of
so little" significance that it can be' considered so. The source
stated!that as far as he can determine the members of the "Dea-
cons" are James Munroe, Floyd Hardwick, Ron Bedford • arid Hugh
Guilderson. The source stated that' Bob Gahtan is unknown to

pt heard the name mentioned in connection with

C*-

him and 'he has- no
the "Deacons" (U)

A third source who has furnished reliable information
in the past advised on October 20, 1965 ’̂that James Monroe
who identified himself as Chairman of the "Deacons" had con-tacted Millicent Carpenter, President .of the Boston Branch of
CORE, tried to arrange a conference with Carpenter so that
they could discuss matter^of mutual interest in the civil-
rights field. Millicen^CCarpenter refused because she does
not like Munroe and algo' because the "Deacons" consist of
only three or four persons and can hardly be recognized as
an organization. The source advised that "Munroe is an odd
character who walks around six months of the year in shorts and
without shoes. He has been a weight .lifter and is convinced
that all girls are impressed with his "body beautiful". He is
a loud mouth and hot the type to attract new members to an
organization. The source advised that at the present time the"Deacons" is so. insignificant they can be disregarded. He
believes they have no potential for the future

- 6 -
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FRIENDS OF THE DEACONS, ALSO
KNOWN AS DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE, DEACONS. RACIAL
MATTERS

Oh September '7, 1965, a fourth source who has fur-nished reliable information in the past advised that the '

.Socialist-'Workers PartyypSWP)' held a meeting in Boston on
August 24, 1965.»

’ Lenny#Goodman, a member of the SWF, said that
the’Friends of the Deacons for 'Justice"Kave"ibe'c6me""antagon!stic
towards the SWP. . He stated that at a public rieetihg of the"Deacons” iri'Roxbury on August 22, 1965 that" all members of the
SWP and Young Socialist Alliance (YSA')' had been asked to leave
the meeting, Lenny said that up until that time the” SWP had
been printing the "Deacons" newspaper "Rebellion” He said

. the party would' no longer" provide" this service. - Lenny stated
that he felt that the Friends of 1he Deacons' for Justice, locally
at least,'had''fallen under the control of "progressive labor".
A characterization of the SWP and the YSA is found in the appen-
dix. (Ui

[A fifth source who has furnished reliable
in the pasU advised on September 3* 196^Jthat CharleJ^ims,^̂.President of the Bogalusa Chapter of the Deacons for D̂efense

_̂ and“~Jus'trce received' a letter da'tecTAugust'9', 1965'fromLEdF"GahtanT'representing the Boston Friends of the Deacons for
Defense and Justice. The letter advises that Mr. Sims now
has a support group in Boston calling itself "Boston Friends of
the Deacons for Justice and Defense". Gahtan states that while
the group exists it is still largely in its infancy. The group
at that time consists of about twenty members, a gpod third of
which is black. The group is still discussing policies, has no
organizational structure and is. feeling its way. The group
will function mostly as a support group raising funds which
will be sent tp Mr. Sims and help him maintain a positive image
of the "Deacons" in the press. The group will be headquartered
in. Roxbury. It leadership will be black. Efforts will be
made to recruit blacks in preference to whites and adults in
preference to teenagers. An effort will be made to have the"Boston Friends" serve as the nucleus organization for the attrac-
tion of the most militant civil rights people in the area. It

Drmation

..JU I
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KNOWN AS DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE, DEACONS. RACIAL
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will involve'itself in community action most probably In the
areas of creating and implementing effective strategies to
deal with' police' brutality. The group will be disciplined
and responsible and will not act without the most careful
deliberation apd sensitivity to the consequences of its
action. • .

Gahtan asked that Sims suggest some cause for which
• money could be raised since a definite' cause facilitates rais-ing of"funds.' He als.o asked if Sims were .familiar with'the

•National"Rifle Association, pointing out that membership In ''

the group enables you to get weapons, ammunition and" training
devices afa'very small fraction of their cost,"since the National
Rifle Association gets - a subsidy from the Federal Government.

• * , i a * t* K • r

The September 29, 1965 issue- , of "Rebellion", on Page
3, carried an article captioned "Deacons Hold Rally". This ’

described the rally held at the Roxbury Branch of the YMCA a
little over a month ago sponsored by the Boston Friends of the
Deacons for Defense. It claimed the meeting was fruitful and
encouraging and attended by 150 or more persons. The roster
of speakers included Roland Bedford of the Boston Friends of
the Deacons; Floyd Hardwick of "Rebellion" and Bill McAdoo andI&vid Douglas, both of the Harlem Defense Counsel of New York
City.

The Central theme of the discussion was the growing
need of the masses of black people to be - made fully aware of
the total insecurity of their portion in the framework of American
society.

This issue of "Rebellion" states that the paper is a
private publication published in the Interest of the nonwhite
communities of Boston, Massachusetts. Its masthead states,

[ - 8 -
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"Better to fight on your feet than to live on your knees".
This document contains neither recommendations nor

conclusions of the FBI. It is the prbperty' of the FBI and is
Ioaned"to:your ’ agency; it and its contents are not to be dis-
tributed outside your agency.

- 9
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APPENDIX

NATION OF ISLAM

In January, 1957, a source advised Elijah Muhammad has
described his organization on a nationwide, basis as the "Nation
of Islam" and "Muhammad 1 s Temples of Islam."

On May 7, 1965, a second source advised Elijal Muhammad
is the national leader of the Nation of Islam (NOI); Muhammad’s
Temple of Islam Number 2, 5335 South Greenwood Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois, is the national headquarters of the NOI; and in
mid-1960 Muhammad and other NOI officials, when referring to
Muhammad’s organization on a nationwide basis, commeqcfed using
either "Mosque" or "Temple" when mentioning ‘one of "Muhammad’s
Temples of Islam."

The NOI is an all-Negro organization which was
originally organized in 1930 in Detroit, Michigan,
claims to have been selected by Allah, the Supreme Being, to
lead the so-called Negro race out of slavery in the wilderness
of North America by establishing an independent black nation
in the United States.

Muhammad

Members following Muhammad’s teachings
and his interpretation of the "K,oran" believe there is no such
thing as a Negro; the so-called Negroes are slaves of the
white race, referred to as "white devils," in the United States;
and the white race, because of its exploitation of the so-called
Negroes, must and will be destroyed in the approaching "War of
Armageddon,."

In the past, officials and members of the NOI,
including Muhammad, have refused to register under the provisions
of the Selective Service Acts and have declared that members owe
no allegiance to the United States.

On May 5, 1958, the first source advised Muhammad had,
upon advice of legal counsel, tempered his personal statements
and instructions to his ministers concerning the principles of
his organization in order to avoid possible prosecution by the
United States Government; however, he did not indicate any
fundamental changes in the teachings of his organization.
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APPENDIX

NATION OF ISLAM

On May 3, 1965, a third source advised Muhammad had,
early in July, 1958, decided to de-emphasize the religious
aspects of the teachings of Islam and to stress the economic
benefits to be derived by those Negroes who joined the NOI.
This policy change, according to Muhammad, would help him
acquire additional followers and create more interest in his
programs.

L
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APPENDIX

1.
STUDENT COMMITTEE FOR TRAVEL TO CUBA

"The Columbia Owl," weekly student newspaper of
Columbia University, New York City, December 12, 1962, issue,
page one, contained an article entitled "Students to Visit
Cuba During Holidays." This article stated in part that
the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba was formed
October l4, 1962, by a group of students from New York City
universities, the University of Wisconsin, Oberlin College,
and the University of North Carolina, who stated that as
students they would like a chance to see and evaluate the
situation in Cuba for themselves and had received an offer
of transportation and two weeks' stay in Cuba from the
Federation of University Students in Havana, as guests of
the Federation. The Committee accepted the offer and applied
to the State Department of the United States for passport
validation which was refused; however, over fifty students
planned to defy the State Department ban and go to Cuba.

A source advised on December 6, 1962, it was learned
the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba had recently been
formed by the Progressive Labor Group.

A second source advised on September 13* 1963* that during
the summer of 1963* fifty-nine individuals traveled to Cuba; the
leaders of the group were members of the Progressive Labor Movement;
and the trip was planned and organized by Progressive Labor Movement
members.

A third source advised on October 9* 1963* the Student
Committee for Travel to Cuba was utilizing Post Office Box 2178,
New York, New York, as its mailing address.

On March 12, 1965, Philip Abbott Luce, I I,
New York, New York, a self-admitted member of the Student Committee
for Travel to Cuba Executive Committee and the Progressive Labor
Movement National Coordinating Committee, advised as follows:

The Student Committee for Travel to Cuba (SCTC) was
formerly known as the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba
and the Permanent Student Committee for Travel to Cuba,

Luce was a leader and participant of the 1963 trip to
Cuba and an organizer of the 1964 trip to Cuba am both trips were
sponsored by the SCTC,

b6
b7C
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STUDENT COMMITTEE FOR TRAVEL TO CUBA

By the Spring of 1964, the Executive Committee of
the SQTC was considered to he members of the Progressive Labor
Movement.

No trip to Cuba or China was being planned by the
SCTC for 1965.

*
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APPENDIX

PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY (PLP)
PROGRESSIVE LABOR MOVEMENT(PLM)

A source advised on April 20, 1965, that the PLP,
formerly known as the PLM, held its first national convention
April 15-18, 1965, at New York City, to organize the PLM into
a PLP. The PLP will have as its ultimate objective the
establishment of a militant working class movement based on
Marxism-Leninism.

"The New York Times," City Edition, Tuesday, April 20,
1965, page 27, reported that a new party of "revolutionary socialism"
was formally founded on April 18, 1965, under the name of the PLP.
The PLP was described as an outgrowth of the PLM. Its officers
were identified as Milton Rosen, New York, President, and William
Epton of New York and Mort Scheer of San Francisco, Vice Presidents.
A 20-member National Committee was elected to direct the party
until the next convention.

According to the article, "The Progressive Labor Movement
was founded in 1962 by Mr. Rosen and Mr. Scheer after they were
expelled from the Communist Party of the United States for
assertedly following the Chinese Communist line."

The PLP publishes the "Marxist-Leninist Quarterly," a
theoretical magazine; "Progressive Labor," a monthly magazine;
"Challenge," a New York City newspaper; and "Spark," a west coast
newspaper.

The June 1, 1965, issue of "Challenge," page 6, states
that, "this paper is dedicated to fight for a new way of life -
where the working men and women own and control their homes,
factories, the police, courts, and the entire government on
every level."

The source advised that the PLP utilizes the address of
General Post Office Box 808, Brooklyn 1, New York, but also utilizes
an office in Room 622, 132 Nassau Street, New York City, where
PLP publications are prepared.

L
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APPENDIX

1.
YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE

The May, i960, issue of the "Young Socialist" ("YS"),
page 1, column 3* disclosed that during April 15-175 i960, a
national organization entitled "Young Socialist Alliance" (YSA)
was established at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This issue
stated this organization was formed by the nationwide supporter
clubs of the publication "YS."

The above issue, page 6, set forth the Founding
Declaration of YSA. This declaration stated YSA. recognizes
the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) as the only existing political
leadership on class struggle principles, and that the supporters
of the "YS" have come into basic political solidarity with the
SWP on the principles of revolutionary socialism.

A source advised on May 7, 19655 that the original
YSA was an organization formed during October, 19575 in
New York City, by youth of various left-socialist tendencies,
particularly members and followers of the SWP. The leaders
of this group were the guiding forces in the establishment of
the national organization.

The source further advised on May 75 19^5} YSA is
dominated and controlled on a national basis by the SWP through
having SWP members comprise exclusively the National Executive
Committee (NEC) and through an official SWP representative at
all YSA NEC meetings. The YSA, in reality, is the youth and
training section of the SWP and the main source of new SWP
members.

The headquarters of the YSA is located in Room 631,
4l Union Square West, New York City.

The SWP has been designated pursuant to Executive
Order 104-50.

U
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11/4/65I
t

oemmmiu
1 - Mr, Rosack
1 - Mr. Phillips

airtel S

r'

X

TO! SACs Atlanta {100-5580)Chicago(100-38356)Now York <100-136065)New Orleans(100-16800) <'V

Prom: Director, FBI(100-106670)MARTIN LUTHER KINO, JR,
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST

*
\- 'i

>

\t

ReWPOairtel 11/3/65 to tho Bureau, Atlanta, Birmingham \vhad Chicago,"HCUA, Elan Investigation, Racial Matters(Klim)."N For the information of New York and Now Orleans, ro&irtci reported ' '

^ information from a highly placed Bureau source(code nameI ftthat on 11/3/65 Robert M» Sholton, Imperial Wizard, United Klans(V f . of America, Inc^ ' claims!'

.

Y According to Shelton, Martin Luther King, Jr.,organisation(Southern Christian Leadership Conference)' - and King recently approached the National Association for tho ^.. . ‘ Advancement of Colored People in Xfow York'to arrange for a loan of 3'

. $500,006 which Was turned down. King has snow arranged through "a -afront organisation0 to create a racial disturbance in Chicago with-"...... in the next two or throe weeks similar to tho Los Angolas riots" this past summer, King will then stop In and put down tho disturb-ance. It is Shelton*s claim that King is doing this to raise fundsas ho always gets rnomy after racial incident® and marches in which
. • ho is involved/ Shelton also claimed that King will bo tho nomineefor Vice- President ©a the Democratic Party ticket* in next election.

X
b7D
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Knights of tlio Iftt Klvut Kim, esado tlu> following ^**
NA 9

H-f
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and his
arc "broke”
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, - For the information of all recipients, on ll/i/65 Iadditionally advised that Shelton had identified tho group whichwould start fhd:.disturbance as "the Beacons" and that "the Deacons""Will bring thoiA^forces from Pennsylvania, and Now Jersey to Chicago,
X - Washington Field (100-40164)

f : A '*
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/T)- Bufile 157-2466 (Deacons of Defense and Justicef;̂
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200 NOV 8 1965 ,SEE NOTE PAGE 2.
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Airtel to AT, CO, HT mH NO
Kej Wmm LBTHE& KUO.JR.100-108670 ?

. i t

!

' Chicago its instructed to immediately »<2vls» local
. authorities?, Secret Service and tho Army intelligence 021 ahighly confidential basis that the Bureau in in receipt ofuncorroborated inforza&tion that there Kay bo si racial disturbanceHi"Chicago within the next two 01* throe weeks. In order to insurethe security of the Bureau's source, no mention should bo made ofShelton, JC -jag, Slag** alleged financial difficulty, King*® organisa-tion or "the Beacons*”

All recipients should attempt, through established reliablesources, to obtain information which would either corroborate ordiscredit T...Alton’s claims* Third duo regard for security of Bureau’s •source*

/ •

tv-.- . %

ŝ - -1

Chicago is referred to its airtol and letterhead memorandum10/20/85 concerning the Deacons of Defease and Justice artd shouldattempt to obtain further information which saay ha available con-cerning the possibility of the Do&coao being organised in Chicago.Chicago must stay on top of this situation to iasuro that any
organisation of the Deacons is immediately known and reported.

How Orleans, as origin concerning the Deacons, should ‘

attempt to determine whether there is any indication that the-'- organisation has spread to Pennsylvania and How Jersey and, ifappropriate, cot out leads.
Atlanta mid How York, through its sensitive coverage ofKing, his organisation and his advisors, should attempt to obtaininformation which would serve to corroborate or discredit Shelton’sclaims» Atlanta should also, as soon as possible, interview-[-for- any -infor5.1at.ion ho may have of pertincase...

The Bureau should b© kept promptly advised of alldevelopments, in this matter and information obtained should besubmitted in a form suitable for dissemination.

1

K*» *'

b7D
- •*

* j

NOTE:•***

Memorandum from Baumgardner to Mr. Sullivan, 11/4/65,
captioned "Martin Luther King, Jr
recommended dissemination of the information from Shelton to the
White House, Attorney General, Deputy Attorney General, Assistant
Attorneys General Yeagley and Doar, Secret Service and the military
intelligence agencies. ahd additionally noted that appropriateinstructions were going forward by a separate airtel to the field.
Instant airtel serves that purpose.

Security Matter - Communist"• I
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Date: November 2, 1965
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code )

AIRTELVia
(Priority )

J? rH/3
: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)(157-TO

,/CHICAGO (157-572)(157-840)FROM

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
RACIAL MATTER (ORGANIZATION)

s SUBJECT:
/

W'j EARNEST THOMAS
RACIAL MATTER

Re Chicago airtel to the Bureau, 10/26/65.
Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of a letterhead

memorandum, two copies for New Orleans for information and two
copies for Seattle, concerning captioned matter.

One copy of this letterhead memorandum is being
designated for Region I, 113th INTC Group; United States Secret
Service; and United States Attorney, all Chicago, Illinois.

nS
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

X
LEADS &

oSEATTLE LU

u.
Enclosed letterhead memorandum

contains information thatthe only known Northern branch of the
Deacons of Defense and Justice (DDJ) is in Seattle, Washington.

#

AT SEATTLE, WASHINGTON.
CL
Oo
D
OJ(D- Bureau (Enc, 9) LEMlee & cc

2 - New Orleans (157-3290) (Enc. 2) PCS ER
Dr, ecoo

<En
3 - Chicago

1 - 157-413

n(EARNEST TKOMASj^£/jj£7- Ui/?to tc4 ZD
1S : N0V 4 19b5

0.* * DATE rcr;
HOW FOi; .:
EY: ,

LGR/cah
(11)
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CG 157-572
CG 157-840

Seattle, if not already handled, report activities of
DDJ at Seattle.

CHICAGO

AT CHICAGOf ILLINOIS. Will be alert for any infor-mation concerning the opening of a Chicago Chapter of the DDJ
and the Bureau and New Orleans will be kept fully informed of
developments in this matter.

0
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WiUNAD STATES DEPARTMENT OF STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. Chicago, Illinois

November 2, 1965

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
RACIAL MATTER (ORGANIZATION)

EARNEST THOMAS
RACIAL MATTER

The following article appeared in the October 21,
1965, issue of the "Chicago Defender", a Chicago, Illinois,
newspaper:

"Wither Thou Goest, I go..*seems to be the new pattern
for the Deacons of Defense and Justice with regard to the
movements of the Ku Klux Rian. Since the Ku Kluxers and
its menagerie of prehistoric, fire-spewing characters, made
its splashy entrance into our great State of Lincoln, the
Deacons' vice president, Earnest Thomas, has announced his
indefinite stay in Chicago. Word is that the Klan has
organized four chapters in Illinois thus far; Thomas is
looking for recruits to join his self-defense organization.
The only known northern branch is in Seattle, Washington./

"Self-Defense vs. Non-Violence was the theme of a
program sponsored^)y the Wesfside Organization la'st Sunday.
Thomas and Nahal^fRogers Of^40T- spoke on the sid^of self-
defense, while Rev. CVT^favian and Rev. JameatfBevel defended
their non-violence stand. It played to a SRO crowd at the
Westsfde ’s First Congregational Church.

i4' :
)

i
V

"Deacon Thomas discussed tactics of police and law
enforcement officers and their one-way road of justice
on the Lou House show Saturday. It is Thomas' belief that
if the Deacons had been organized at the time NAACP leader
Medgar Evers of Mississippi was murdered, it would not have
happened. The Deacons claim they are dedicated to the
protection of civil rights workers and defenseless Negroes."

ftl L r.'FDR'IATION CONTAINER
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED *
nflTF 1- 3.1 - fc W 3>!
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On November 1, 1965, Lynwood Harris, Human Relations
Section, Chicago, Illinois Police Department, advised that
no information has been developed that would indicate that a
chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc.(DDJ), has
been formed in Chicago. Earnest Thomas continues to remain in
Chicago and is reportedly attempting to get office space on
the west side of Chicago but to date he has not been able to
obtain any office space. He added that it appears that Thomas
has received very little encouragement, if any, from civil
rights groups in Chicago. He added that there has not been
any indication that Thomas has attempted to purchase or obtain
any weappns while in Chicago.

This document contains neither reconpendations nor
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is the
property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency. 9

•v 0» 0+

•r i

- 2 ~



f
*FESf-36*tk &i 5-22-64)

/

1 F B I

11/3/65Date:

Transmit the following in
( Type in plaintext or code )

AIRTELVia
( Priority )

L
To: Director, FBI and

SAC, New York

SAC, Pittsburgh (157-429)From:

THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
" RACIAL MATTERS

Re Newark airtel to Bureau, 9/20/65; Baltimore'
letter to Bureau, 9/22/65, and Pittsburgh letter to Bureau,
10/12/65.

It is noted that Newark LRift, which was forwarded
with re Newark airtel dated 9/20/65, indicated that some affair
was to be held at Harpers Ferry, Maryland, on 12/4/65 in honor
of JOHN BROWN. “

r

On 10/25/65, ANDREW HUTCHINSON, Park Ranger, Harpers
Ferry National Historical Park, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia,

that two Negro women,
:lM^R£TMAN, New York, New York,

and Mrs. ESTHERS\KUSId Brooklyn, N. Y., were
in Harpers Ferry, W.„_Va., on 10/21/65 ostensibly representing,
to the best of HUTCHINSON’S recollection, the "John Brown
Remembrance Society”. HUTCHINSON stated he had made this
identification of these individuals based on their signatures
on a guest register located at the Mather Training Center of
the National Park Service, Harpers Ferry (which was formerly
a Negro Baptist college, Storer College).

advised SA EDWARD R.FLEMING, JR
Mrs. WILLI

b6f*

b7C

\
t

i
L } i

HUTCHINSON continued that Mrs. PITMAN and Mrs. KUSIC
were seeking a place to hold a meeting which would be attended
by about 700 people and they indicated a desire to hold the
meeting on 12/4/65. The women determined that no facilities

(J3>- Bureau
2 - New York (157-1542)
1 - Pittsburgh

JTM/jep

1 - Baltimore (157-1008)(Info)

- ,/ry/; \m 1 MMOSMBBSl SS2s3SS5Ks2 I
[fiFoy.’ATij:ingr:TO W"16'NOV 5 1965fOA

Approved * ty JLMM
^

Per^ Ay.’’“’A
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were available for such a meeting on 12/4/65 and they
therefore selected 12/11/65 as the proposed date for said
meeting. They determined that a banquet could be held at
the Hilltop House, a privately owned Harpers Ferry
restaurant-hotel, and that the Hilltop House could
accommodate 350 people.

HUTCHINSON stated that the women had spoken with
Harpers Ferry Park Historian, WES WOLFE, and were outspoken
in complaints concerning xfirious biographies of JOHN BROWN.
It was HUTCHINSON'S recollection that the women were
sympathetic to a man named DuBOIS, who had either attended
Storer College in the past or was a benefactor of that
college. HUTCHINSON also stated that it was his recollection
that this individual named DuBOIS later became a communist
and went to Ghana.

The indices of the Pittsburgh Office are negative
concerning Jolih^pown Remembrance Society, Mrs. WILLIAM PITMAN,
and Mrs. ESTHER K&SiC.

It would appear that the above meeting arranged to
be held on 12/11/65 at the Hilltop House in Harpers Ferry
might possibly be identical with the meeting referred to in
above Newark LHM.

New York and the Bureau are requested to check their
respective files with regard to the John Brown Remembrance
Society, Mrs. WILLIAM PITMAN, and Mrs. ESTHER KUSIC, and
advise Pittsburgh of the results thereof.i

New York is also requested to check with its informants
to ascertain whether the above-mentioned meeting scheduled for
12/11/65 is an affair being held in behalf of The Deacons for
Defense.

In the event it is determined that the John Brown
Remembrance Society has some affiliation with The Deacons
for Defense, New York is requested to furnish a suitable
characterization of The Deacons for Defense which, UACB,
will be disseminated by this office to the National Park
Service and the West Virginia State Police detachment
covering Harpers Ferry, W. Va.

2



ILASsir

-— 1r b627-
blC

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) V
<r* -V

F B I

J./12/65

^4?ianuTAIHKDTransmit the following in &LLIMPEM
HTBEIi'V/’.:TC.X.l* FSiriEO

(Type in plaintext or code )

±‘.1711»«»V‘"'"TAIRTELVia t ' » f
(Priority) r\r?rfr'V’* *-T

4- &
•*>DIRECTOR, FBI(157-2466) CLASS. & E*P. BY

ESASOl!
SAC, CHICAGO (157-572) DATE 0.

(157-840)SUBJECT: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
RM(ORGANIZATION)

TO: JlM II, 1-2(157 - REVTFROM: ofh t t

EARNEST THOMS 4RM

Re Chicago airtel to Bureau, 11/2/65,4
Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of a

letterhead memorandum and two copies for New Orleans for
information concerning captioned matter.

*>
'

> " /y:•<"

WKWKjO•*
f ta One copy of this letterhead memorandum is being

designated for Region I, 113th INTC Group, U,S. Secret
Service and USA, Chicago, Illinois.

/ Source CG T~1 is[

13 25

i s a b7D•%

n iSLo*s w
r1 (Protect ItquestddX.

H
O•• X

w§ Current Informant Contacts
iO-' Pv 4V O Date ContactedS\ Source3fSS t .V7$
* ' *
iS

11/10/65 r.
<3 b7D.N

N m‘r « 1
11/10/65

JREG 36, /^4, ir—3*5*1 TST3 U«R.-̂ U C

i * USource of Racial Information45>4,

I OSjVV\ \ ri>
(potential Confidential i^ticial
j Source

i i* Hi t& 11/8/65 56 N0V 15 -35 ‘ J;U;u >)I W- Bureau (Ends, w(RM)^ (1 - 1 5 7 (EARNEST THOMAS)
2 - New Orleans(157-3290)(Ends. 2)(Info)(RM)

(1 - 1570
2 - Chicago
LGR:djm

V f "
V

V
>4

(EARNEST THOMAS)

/Ice & ce -LHM
808 RB

& mm̂ *f\* u M Per/

Special Agent ih Charge
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LEAD

CHICAGO

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. Will remain alert for
any information concerning the opening of a Chicago Chapter
of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc. and the Bureau
and New Orleans will be kept fully informed of the developments
in this matter.

2
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ED STATES DEPARTMENT O

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

jU )In Reply,Please Refer to
File No. _ • *

.,
'

Chicago, Illinois
November 12, 1965• ••

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AJSTD' JUSTICE,
RACIAL MATTERS (ORGANIZATION)

EARNEST THOMAS
RACIAL MATTERS

MAfflON CONTAINED'
BERETN TSsiOTCI- OSSIFIED! \
EXUE?*!”HERE SHOWN
OTHERWISE \

i .

\x -
4'

'\V MT«r

Reference is made to memorandum dated November 2
at Chicago, Illinois,

!

On the dates indicated the following advised
that OO information has been developed that would indicate
that a chapter Of the Deacons of Defense and Justice,
Inc, 0PJ) has been formed in Chicago, Earnest Thomas
Who i,s associated with the DDJ is reportedly Still
attempts to obtain office space in Chicago for an office
of the DDJ buf to hate there has not been any indication

. that he has obtained any office space. Thomas has received
virtually no supportafrom any civil rights group in Chicago.
There %s, not been any indication that Thomas has attempted
to purchase,or obtain any weapons while in Chicago. • ftp

information has been received concerning Thomas’s whereabouts
repently^nd' Thomas may have returned fo Louisiana:

James Burns, Chicago Commission on Human Relations,
211 Wesf Wackef, Chicago, on November 8 and 12, 1965;

Lynwood Harris, Human Relations Section,
Chicago * Illinois Police Department, November 8 and 12,
1965;• and ' '

^CG Tr.1, November 8 and 12

Confidential informants who are acquainted with certain
racial matters in t'he Chicago, Illinois, area advised during

November, 1965, that Egypest Thomas of the DDJ has recently
been in Chicago attempting to gain support for a Chicago
Chapter of the DDJ, Thomas has not had any success in
organizing a Chicago Chapter of tbe DDJ and has mpt considerable
resistance from civil rights organizations in Chicago.
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DEACQNS OP DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
•4

EARNEST THOMAS
i

These informants also advised that there has not been any
indication that Thpmas has attempted to purchase or obtain
any weapons while in Chicago. No information has been
received concerning Thomas’s whereabouts recently and Thomas
may have returned to Louisiana,

This document contains neither recommendations
nor ppnclueions of the FBI. It is the property of
the FBI and is'loaned to your agency; it and its contents
afb npt to be distributed outside your agency.
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AED STATES DEPARTMENT 0 USTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

Chicago, IlljLnofs
November 12, 1965

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.Title

EARNEST THOMAS

RACIAL MATTERSCharacter

Memorandum dated and captioned
as above.Reference

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished
reliable information in the past.

1 £CG T-l3is an agency which collects
fpformation in the Chicago, Illinois area.

intelligence^̂ |U)

This document contains neither recommendations nor
cop9^.us?.ons of the Fpi
i$ loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.

It is tfye property of th§ FBI and1

1 - i1
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL.
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE(SCLC)
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL(U.S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186'
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Unrecorded serial dated /// ^ ($5^pulled from this file
under court order of U.S.'District Judge John Lewis
Smith,'Jr., and sent to National Archives..
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
DATE 08-27-2018 EY:[ b6

F B I b7C

/
0 A&Ii Ut)RM

HBSBIW KiU

tv^osa
Transmit the following in

EXCEPT I’fff} i

°M®nm )
( Type in plaintext or code )

AIRTELVia
( Priority ) I

i-

DIRECTOR, FBI(157-2466)TO:
CUS\
EE1S0sN

SAC, PITTSBURGH (157-429)(l®UB Q%mnm
& ssr. EZ 7~d/^dy; «-AV-M-'.t»PROM:

\

1 /

THÊ DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
RACIAL MATTERS

\WJSUBJECT:

$JOHN BROWN COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE
IS - C

Re Newark airtel to Bureau dated 9/20/65 and
Pittsburgh airtel to New York dated 11/3/65 both entitled,
"The Deacons For Defense1’; and Washington Field Office
airtel to Pittsburgh dated 11/5/65, titled "John Brown
Commemoration Committee,"

For the information of Washington Field Office,
copies of the following in the case entitled "The Deacons
For Defense" are enclosed:

r
/

Newark airtel to Bureau dated 9/20/65,
Newark LHM dated 9/20/65,
Pittsburgh airtel to New York dated H/3/65.

For the information of the Newark Office, one copy
of each of the following, in the case titled "JOHN BROWN
COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE," are enclosed:

1.
2.
3.

1, Washington Field Office airtel to
Pittsburgh dated H/5/65.

2, Xerox copy of announcement of the

^
John Brown Memorial Pilgrimage,

ffiC- IS
i£/*M*sw«M*ws~\ / fit? .

Bureau (RM)
2 - Newark (Enc. 2)(RM)

(157-1992)2 - New York (157-1^42)̂TfRM^2 - Washington Fieldfcl
2 - Pittsburgh
ERF/emq

I fodW. 'kuj
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IS NOV 17 b3

b7D
b7E

I «*v

fov *
*v *;*.r-

-'W C a
iml'V-CA: M Per sy~iSpecial Agent in Charge
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It would appear that the John^Brown Commemoration
Committee may be an adjunct of The I)e^cdns‘ For Defense,
and that the "Memorial Pilgrimage" scheduled for 12/11/65
at Harpers Perry, W. Va
meeting for 12/4/65#

In this connection, it is noted that the address for the
John Brown Commemoration Committee is 100 West 82nd Street,
New York, which was the address for the meeting of The
Deacons for Defense mentioned in Newark airtel of 9/20/65.
It is also noted that address for the/West Side Unified
Action Council is 100 West 82nd Street; -

is identical with the planned
as set out in Newark LHM dated 9/20/65.•J

\

:ziCL£~'

LEADS

NEWARK > *.
X.

/ s
»f

Will maintain close contact with|
additional facts on the contemplated trip to Harpers Perry
W. Va., and will, unless UACB or New York; attempt to arrange
for this informant to accompany the /group t^o Harpers Perry
on 12/11/65.^E ^ i,

for
b7D

$

*
/

NEW YORK iX /i1 /.1
1. Will expedite Pittsburgh request" for characterization

of^The Deacons for Defense and related -organizations such as
West Side Unified Action Council and the ;John Brown Commemoration
Committee, with the degree of relationship of those organizations,
so that this information will be available for dissemination
to the National Park Service and the West Virginia SPOL by
12/1/65* It is noted that National Park Service may decide
to have additional rangers available for duty*

2. Will advise Pittsburgh if informants from New York
will be covering the Pilgrimage.

3. Will advls* Pittsburgh what specific coverage at
Harpers Perry, W. Va., if any, is desired.

i
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WASHINGTON FIELD
> ** * 1*. .

Will maintain contact with" FREDERICK E. WALLIN,
who furnished the data concerning the Pilgrimage, and
ascertain if he plans to attend the meeting on 12/11/55.
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Re NYO teletype to New Orleans II/8/65.
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Enclosed for the Bureau and New Orleans are

copies of LHM in captioned case. Information copies
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Philadelphia in view of Philadelphia letter to
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appearing in a Philadelphia weekly publication entitled
ttNite Life" reflects CHARLE^feMS, leader of the Deacons
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NY 157-15^2 (U)

NY T-5 is
NY T-6 is
NY T-7 is
NY T-8 is
NY T-9 is
.NY T-10 is
m T-11 is
NY T-12 is
NY T-13 is

1 NY T-14 is|
Careful consideration was given to all sources

concealed and T symbols were used only where necessary.

b7D
b7E

l

This LHM is classified ‘'Confidentia-l1( to protect
the identities of the above sources. Unauthorized
disclosure of information attributed to these sources might
impair their future effectiveness and such impairment
could have an adverse effect on the national defense
interests.

Bureau of
The information supplied by Detectives of the/special services

BSS, NYCPD, was supplied to SA GERALD A. JAMES.
On 10/27/65, MATTHEW SUPKO, Senior Ticket Officer,

Delta Airlines, John F. Kennedy International Airport
(JFKIA), advised SA GERALD A. JAMES that one C. SIMS
purchased a first class round trip ticket to Jackson
for $180.44, departing NY IO/27/65, aboard Delta Plight 819
for Atlanta. This was an open ticket(no specific

return reservation indicated). SUPKO stated Plight

819 was scheduled to depart JFKIA at 9^55 a.m. but
was dealayed until 10:45 a.m. SIMS was attempting
to connect with Delta Plight 623 from Atlanta which
was scheduled to arrive in Jackson at 1:25 p.m., 10/27/65.
In the event SIMS missed Plight 623 the next flight from

Atlanta to Jackson was Flight 411, scheduled to arrive
at Jackson at 6:55 p.m., IO/27/65. SIMS advised Delta that

his local phone number in NYC is PI 8-7543*

On October 27, 1965, SA JOHN J. DUNLEAVY made a
pretext call(man who was to pick up SIMS to take him

-2-
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(IT)NY 157-1542 1
be
hlC

to the meeting at Loeb Hall on IO/28/65) to FI 8-754-3*
which was answered by an individual who, identified herself as

L the I 1 of CHARLES SIMS.
I stated her father was going to the farm

and would return by 6:00 p.ra. IO/28/65, or the following
morning.

b7D

'
It should be noted as set forth in attached

LHM that it was announced that SIMS was unable to
qpeak on 10/25/65, as he was required to return to
Bogalusa, Louisiana, for a court appearance. However,
the G. SIMS mentioned above departed Hew York City
on 10/27/65. The NYO does not have sufficient
background data available regarding the subject
to determine if he is identical with the CHARLES
SIMS who made the Jackson trip.

On 11/2/65* MATTHEW SUPKO, Supra, advised he checked
the manifests on New Orlead# flights for H/l/65 for
CHARLES SIMS with negative results.

On 11/3/65, THOMAS P. MORHAN, Security Supervisor,
New York Telephone Company, 104 Broad Street, New York,
New York, advised SA JAMES M. ANDERSON that New York
City telephone number FI 8-7543 is listed to JULIA
A. LOUPE, I I* NYC.

b6
b7C

NYO indices contain no identifiable references
on one JULIA A. LOUPE.

On 11/1/65, Detective RAYMOND J. CLARKE, BSS, NYCPD,
advised that Detective ALONZO STANLEY had called the office

of CHARLES SIMS* attorney, JEREMIAH S. GUTMAN and told GUTMAN

that in order to assure SIMS security while he was in

New York City, BSS would have to know his itinerary,

is the reason for the phone call from GUTMAN’s office

indicating SIMS departed NYC H/l/65.

This

-3-
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Deacons of Defense and Justice

Confidential sources mentioned in this communication
and the appendix attached hereto have provided reliable
information in the past.

The "Workers World", Volume 7, number 20, page 3,
dated October 14, 1965, contained an article captioped
"President of Deacons for Defense to Speak in New York"
which reflects that it was announced by Rictug>*£e
Seur, a friend of the Deacons,._£ro.nL,the newly opened
office of the Friends of the Deacons for Defense .
'

and Justice (FDDJ), 271 West 125th Street, Room 209,
New York, New York,, that Charles Sims, founder of
the Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ) and Robert
Hicks, Vice President of the Bogalusa, Louisiana,
Voters^

League will speak in New York on October 23 and
25, 1965»

The meeting on October 23, 19&5, will be at 8:30
p.m. in the Unitarian Hall, Clinton and Fillmore Streets,
West Brighton, Staten Island, New York. ir&.°£j°MSn§§l i§§jle? §ir!et*On *8:00 p.m
New York City.

A characterization of the
is attached in the appendix hereto.

"Workers World'^̂ t-

This document contains neither
recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents are
not to be distributed outside
your agency.
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Deacons of Defense and Justice 'CONgiBBNTIAir ujj
"The Worker", volume XXX, number 80, page 2,

dated October 24, 1965, contained an article captioned
"Deacons President to Speak in New York" which set
forth.substantially the same information as thatcontained in the above mentioned article.

"The Worker" is an east coast Communistnewspaper.
,0n October 18, 1965, NY T-l advised 1Charles - 'Sims Is to arrive via Delta.̂Airlines during theafternoon of October 23, 1965. He is to be metat the airport by Mae Mallory, who is attempting

to get press coverage of his arrival. Sims isto speak at Columbia University, New York University,and other unannounced locations. On October 29,1965, a public meeting will be held at 853 Broadway,New York City, sponsored by Youth Against War and
Fascism (YAWF) where Sims and Mae Mallory are
scheduled to speak, ft social fill be held at

Brooklyn',‘/on an unannounced
aace ror me benefit oT~STfnF~~/NY T-l advised I

I is the residence of .Kanowitz - .bins,, a member of the Workers World PartyTSM,

b6
b7C

\
<J1r—*
i

i.A\aiNl^1 April 16^, 1965, NY T-l advised]that£^willie MaefMallory is a member of the
Ŵorke-rs-WorId-Party.

mm 1

A characterization of the YAWF appears
in the appendix attached hereto.

[on October 20, 1965, NY T-£]supplied(%<? (U)
substantially the same information set forth
above but also advised that the DDJ was to hold
a meeting on October 24, 1965, believed to be
in Manhattan.

On October 25, 1965, Detective Paul Brennan,
Bureau of Special Services(BSS), New York City
Police Department (NYCPD), advised that Charles Sims,

-2-
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Deacons of Defense and Justice gQNgiMgKar (U)

President of the DDJ in Louisiana, arrived in New
York City, 1:15 p.m.,October 23, 1965, at John F.
Kennedy

^
Internationa1 Airport(JFKIA)on Delta Airlines

jon October 27, 1965, NY T-3 advisedjhe attended^jU)
a fund raisins: affair for the DDJ at the Unitarian
Church Hall, Clinton and Fillmore Streets, Staten
Island, New York, from 8:50 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.,
October 23, 1965.

The source stated Mae Mallory took up most of
the time relating her experiences in the civil rights
movement and praising Robert Williams. She pointed
out the similarities~between Robert Williams' approach
and the approach of the DDJ to the civil rights movement.
Robert Hicks spoke about the various incidents that
occurred in Bogalusa, Louisiana, whilp* attempting
to register Negroes to vote. Jerr^fGutman, intro-
duced as an

^
attorney for Charles Sims, differed ,/ \/

with Mae Mallory,* ’

stating that the DDJ is a V_____
legally constituted organization which is defensive
and will remain so.

Robert Williams is characterized in
the Revolutionary Action Movement which
appears in the appendix attached hereto.
Charles Sims spoke about the background,

of the DDJ and stated the purpose of the DDJ is to
protect Negro and white civil rights workers. He
stated the DDJ is able to effectively deal with the
Ku Klux Klan, however, he was critical of the local
sheriff's office, stating the past Wednesday(October
20, 1965) the sheriff obtained the names of the DDJ

(U)-3-
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leaders and arrested them on various charges.
A characterization of the Ku Klux Klanappears in the appendix attached hereto.
During the question and answer period which followed

the speeches Sims stated his primary concern- is with
the Bogalusa chapter of' the DDJ. He stated there are
50 DDJ chapters throughout the south although he
declined to comment on the total number of members.
Admission of $2.00 per person was charged. Approximately
60 to 80 persons.attended.

, (tin OQtq.^er 26, 1965, NY T-2 advised]he. attended^(TJ)
the above itierit'ioned affair and orovided essentially
the same information asfNY T-3jbut in addition stated)^Sims did not criticize any particular approach to *thecivil rights efforty^.Sim 1 s.main themetnat those engaged- in bargaining on civ
issues such as Robert Hicks should be assured protectionfor themselves and their families.

to be

After the meeting a reception was held for thepersons who had appeared at the home of Ricque Le Seuron Staten island.

fon October;2571.9657 NY T-4 advisedithat DorothytjxT (frGaiJ?Schneider, Roberip^chneider, Erdin^Antonsen^~ * 'U|
Zekar-<ftdtonsen, Betty-̂-Duimovich. and 25 members of the
Brooklyn, New York, chapter of Congress Of Racial
Equality(CORE)attended the .above, mentioned affair.

/.U / m0 £•;/ <v/}Dorothy Schneider" v
On October 5* 1964, NY T-5 advised that on
October 4, 1964 a Communist Party(CP)
meeting was held at the home of Dorothy
Schneider and that one of the members present
was Schneider's husband, Bob Schneider (US

-4-
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The CP has been designated pursuant to
Executive Order 10450 by the Attorney
General of the United States.

Robert Schneider

On October 5, 1964, NY T-5 advised that on
October 4, 1964^̂

gt CP meeting was held at the
home of Rober^KSchneider,~\„S.tat.en_Islajid.^ZiAccording to the source,
Schneider'was present at this meeting and
collected

^
Party dues from one of the

members.(g<(

. b6
b7C

m
Erdine Antonsen

On August 19j 1963^ NY T-6 advised Erdine
Antonsen attended a Kings County Communist
Party, United States of America (CP, USA)
committee meeting which- *?as held at 1110
Eastern Parkway, Brooklyv., New York, on
August 15, 1963.^̂ JJ ,

Zekor Antonsen

On December 9, 1963> NY T-7 advised that on
• December 8, 1§63, a CP meeting was- held - at the

home '.of'Bob Schneider, '

•• Y Staten Island, New -York! According to the
-source, during the course., of--the.MeetingBob Schneider told the -members present - '

that there were four paid Party members
on Staten Island. NY T-8 stated that
Schneider mentioned Zekor Antonsen and
Erdine Antonsen, his wife, as two of the
four members ahd remarked further "They
pay their dues in the city.""

1, ; b6
b7C

m
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Deacons of Defense and Justice ( jj)

Elizabeth Redman Duimovich (Betty)

t jon June 15, 1964, NY T-9 advisecHthatl^(U)
as of that date Elizabeth Redman Duimovich
was Chairwoman of the Sixth Assembly District,
Kingp County CP.

[On October 25, 1965, NY T-10 advise<0he attendedfo^ jlj)a funa raising affair at Washington Temple Church of y^God in Christ, 1372 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, New
York, on October 24, 1965, where approximately 40
persons were present. This meeting was held after
the regular church service which is from 9:00 p.m.
to 10:00 p.nw

Charles Sims stated during his speech that
he is not a speaker, he is a "fighter". He spoke
about the background of the DDJ but made no
mention of firearms. When Sims requested donations
for the organization, most oftthe audience walked
out, however, a collection was taken. The source
characterized Sims as a very reserved, very uninter-esting speaker.

The "New York Herald Tribune", page 2, dated
October 25, 1965, contained an article captioned
"Armed Resistance By Negroes Urged" in which it
was indicated that at a news conference Robert
Hix, the Reverend William H. Melish and Charles
Sims said "'Negroes are going to start hitting back
and perhaps should even arm themselves on the
picket line." Hix qualified his statement by
saying "Laws must be obeyed." <fche Reverend William
Howard Melish, identified as a DDJ member, said
"Arms were Justified to protect l&fe and property."

-6-
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Deacons of Defense and Justice IN:

Reverend William H. Melish

~'^~fon Apnil%6;/

1964, NY T-ll advisedpthat William
HjT.Me.Ilsh was a member of the Board of Director

's
of the National Council of American-Soviet'Fr&ihdship (NCASF)as of April 11, 19

.
*\w The.NCASP- has been designated pursuant^cutiye Order 10450:.to ’S-.'.a **

(on October 26, 1965, NY T-12 advised[/3tX> to £&(-- (U)
400 persons attended a meeting held at Emandal AME
Church. 37 West li9th Street, New York City^ i

’rom 8:15to 10:45 October 25, 1965, at which Jessjgsferay, the
master of ceremonies, apologized for the absence of
Charles Sims, who was to be the main speaker. Gray-
stated that Sims had to return to Louisiana in
order not to forfeit bail on a local charge.

Mae Mallory gave a speech in which she stated
each gun for the Deacons cost $80.00. Mallory asked
those in attendance to pledge a gun individually for
the Deacons. Several persons signed pledges for guns.
A collection of $126.00 was taken up for the Deacons.
Jesse Gray

(NY T-13 advised on November 20, 1958.J mithat Jesse
Gray hadf been Qygan&zer for the.Harlem Region
CP,until November> 1958.
NY T-6 advised on November 20, 1958, that
according to William Patterson, Chairman
of the New York District CP* Jesse Gray
is no longer a member of the CP but he is
friendly to the CP. !U)

~
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IgB&MgiAr-IU)Deacons of Defense and Justice

jon October 29, 1965, NY T-l4 advisecTJCharlesJf- the Deacons spoke at a public meeting sponsorsSims o
by the YAWP at Academy Hall, 853 Broadway, New York
City. Sims recounted experiences of racial persecu-tion and claimed that the persecution had been
somewhat alleviated through the formation of the-
Deacons,which are armed for self defense. Sims
indicated that the DDJ in Bogalusa had about 200
followers and indicated a new unit was being formed
in Chicago. Sims asked for contributions to carry
on the work of the DDJ and a collection was made
for him.

The "Workers World", volume 7, number 22,
page 1, dated November 11, 1965, contained an article
captioned "Charles Sims, Deacon of Defense President,
speaks in NYC" which reflects Sims addressed a
meeting of 300 at Academy Hall, New York City,
sponsored by the YAWP.

The article reflects Sims stated civil rights
workers, some of them white, hah been threatened
with physical violence by the Klan and were about
to be attacked when he and some friends started an
armed defense guard in Bogalusa, Louisiana, in the
early part of this year.

Having staked out his men around the local
CORE headquarters, Sims saw the chief o±'police
things over. At first inclined to ignore the
since he knew him as a racist probably in league
with the Klan himself, he changed his mind, went
over to him and said: "You better stop 'em. 'cause
if you don11 we're gonna kill them all."

The chief apparently did not take this
statement lightly. There was no trouble and Sims
reported: "That night a brand new Negro was born."

§hiS?fns
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A collection of $400.00 was raised from the
audience. Over $200.00 was raised at a house party-
in Brooklyn later on.

On November 1, 1965, Detective Raymond J.
Clarke, BSS, NYCPD, advised BSS was contacted by
an unknown individual in the office of Jer&miahSS.
Gutman, 363 7th Avenue, New York, New York,who st^tddCharles Sims departed New York City on November 1,
1965, for return to gogalusa, Louisiana.

-9-
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Deacons of Defense and {Justice

1 . APPENDIX

UNITED KLANS OP AMERICA, INC
KNIGHTS OP THE KU KLUX KLAN

• >

Records of Superior Court of Pulton County,
Georgia, reflect that this Klan organization was granted
a corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta,
Georgia, under the name United Klans, Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan of America, Inc.

A source advised on February 27, 1961, that
United Klans was formed as a result of a split in U.S.
Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. According to
the source, the split resulted from a leadership dispute
and United Klans has the same aims and objectives as
the parent group. These are the promotion of Americanism,
white supremacy, and segregation of the races.

The first source and a second source advised
in July, 1961, that United Jgfcans, Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan of America, Inc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established
headquarters in Suite 401, the Alston Building, Tuscaloosa,
Alabama. (The organization is directed by ROBERT SHELTON,
Imperial Wizard, and is the dominant Klan group in the
South, with unite- in several Southern states.)

Second source advised that at a meeting at
Prattville, Alabama, on October 22, 19.631, the U.S. Klans,
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, merged with the United Klans
of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.

Third source advised on August 4, 1965, that the
United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,
is currently an active organization,, with Klaverns in
several Southern states. This source said that ROBERT M.
SHELTON is the Imperial Wizard of this organization, and
was last elected to this position on Se£tji>ember 1964,
at a National Klonvocation in Birmingham, Alabama. Source
said that the activity of the United Klans of America is
increasing and that the national office remains in Suite
401, Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

-10-
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APPENDIX

"WORKERS WORLD"
i

On May 3* 1965, a confidential source advised that
the "workers World" is the official newspaper of the Workers
World Party, published twice monthly, with editorial offices
located at 46 West 21st Street, New York, New York.
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APPENDIX

WORKERS WORLD PARTY
i /

\
On April 17# 1959# a confidential source advised that

on February 12, 1959# a Socialist Workers party (SWP) minority
group under the leadership of National Committee member,
SAM BALLAN, split from the SWP.

The source stated that this minority group, referred
to as the Marcyites, after tyiany years of program and policy
differences on varied issued concerning tactics and
interpretation of political!events, split from the SWP
on the grounds that the Party was liquidating itself by departing
from the Marxist precepts of. LEON TROTSKY and retreating from
the fight for the world socialist revolution. The final
issue which ultimately forced the split was the minority's
opposition to the SWP regroupment policy which involved co-operation with the CommunistsParty (CP) periphery-individualscharacterized by the minority as petty-bourgeois.

The minority program, according to source, advocated
unconditional defense of the Soviet Union and has as its
goal the-, building of a revolutionary party with a complete
proletarian orientation for the purpose of overthrowing
capitalism in the United States and throughout the world.

* * «

On May 12, i960, source advised that this minority
group had chosen the name Workers World Party.

* t

\

On May 3, 1965, second source advised that the
Workers World, party, which maintains headquarters at 46 West 21st
Street, New York, New York, supports the people's Republic
of China in its ideological dispute with the Soviet Union.

\\
The SWP and the CP hs^e been designated pursuant
to Executive Order 1CHJ-50,
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APPENDIX1. .

>•*YOUTH AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM

A confidential source advised on March 29* 19̂ 5* that
the Youth Against War and Fascism (YAWF), formerly known as

•the Anti-Fascist Youth Committee, was established by the
Workers World Party (WWP) in the summer of 1962, to bring
college and high school youth into the periphery of WWP
activities and thereby gain recruits for the organization.

A second confidential source advised on October 23*1964, that a flyer distributed by the YAWF describes that
organization as a militant organization of young workers
and worker-students for combating war and fascism.

The first source advised on March 29* 1965* that
the YAWF maintains an office in Room 1214, 1123 Broadway*
New York City, and publishes a magazine called "The Partisan."
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DECLASSITICATIQN AUTHORITY U b6
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE b7C |Mr. Tolson

|Mr. Belmont
IMr. Mohr
IMr. DeLoaeh
IMr. Casper
I'lr. Callahan
jMr. Conrad,—_
Mr. Felt-
Mr* Gab-.
,Mr. Ituscji.i
jMr* Sullitt
jMr* Tavel
|Mr. Trotter
jTele. Room.

FD-36 CRev,.,5 EY:[DATE 08-27-2018
<r

t
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Date: 11/18/65 I
fffl

Transmit the following in /y.
(Type in plaintext or code) L'

REGISTEREDA TRTTTYVia
(Priority ) (Mias Holmes

TO: _ Director, FBI
J 'SAC, Detroit (157-NEW)(P)^jA /7RALLY OlKpEAGOiLl.FOR DEFENSE AND.

JUSTICE SPONSORED BY CONGRESS OP /\
RKCT25. EQUALITY (CORE)
11/20/65
DETROIT, HICKIGAN

FROM:\

l.
r~i

/

RMif
t A <. y v \ •Enclosed fpr the Bureau are eight Copies of an LHM regarding

captioned “̂ planned rally. Two copies of LHM are being
furnished the New Orleans Division, which Office has an interest
in the Deacons for Defense and Justice.

/-
One copy of LHM being furnished G-2, ONI, OSI, USA and two
copies being furnished Secret Service, all Detroit, Mich. *

b7DSource utilized in LHI.I i
informant (probationary)]
Detroit PD and Michigan State Police are aware of contents in

• . iA ’ /S'.' /f
This matter will be followed &$d Bureau advised after rally.
ENCliOSOKB A

, racial
U)

tejnsa e«

3 - Bureau (Enc. 8) (RM)
2 - New Orleans (Enc. 2)(RM)
3 - Detroit

IF- MOV 26 1865‘

£L:i
POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE)Pm m

157-706
b7D"IAINEB

'NI'CVSSIPIEDj
rXCf?I WEEI® SHOWN -
C riiESWISE

/ST -, T•••» * »-a» m-r".TT <**"
' *t

FJP/rms
(8)

CLASS. & EXT\/BYS vt 5&0
REASON - PCIA ll7l-2.'t~2DATE OP BBVm

r* ^
Wu4ACEIICY: -T * t •

r* r? -«/ , ,.t Ji. / c,\-(*/ DATE:5a
rvyfy

***

* fv W* ‘ ii
r*

Ti -xy w

-^Approved: M Pert
f

Special. Agent in Charge ui

* j
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UNITED R̂TES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIC§
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. Detroit, Michigan

November 13, 1965

Re: Rally of Deacons for Defense and
Justice Sponsored by Congress Of
Racial Equality (CORE)
November 20, 1965
Detroit, Michigan

a source, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised that CORE .is the
sponsor of a l'ally for the Deacons for Defense and Justice
to be held on Saturday, November 20, 1965, beginning at
8:00 p.m. at the new St. Peters Baptist Church, Woodrow
Wilson and Pingree Streets in Detroit.

On November 17, 1965

According to the source, t|ii^ rally is being held
in an effort to raise money for the Deacons for Defense and
Justice' who are having difficulty ra/sing funds in the SouthI ' because of local hostility and economic pressures against them

rAWvl .there. Source advised that Ernesir^Bhomas, a Vice President
of the Deacons for Defense and Justice from Jonesix>ro~
Louisiana’^Will be"~tlie”featurecl speaker at this rally.

6

This document contains neither recommendations nor
It isconclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,

the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

ALL UlFOr.tflON CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
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rir.
Mr. Tsvci
% Tr- »;i'?3

le. Ro^rn

|Jg£
TATE

11/22/65Date:

Transmit the following in
( Type in plaintext or code )

/HI. IITORMfiTION CONTAIN®:
u

t*-AIRTEL .4Via f
/

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, DETROIT(157-1140)(C)
RALLY oPwmm&jm DEFENSE ^AND JUSTICE SPONSORED BY CORE,
11/20/65, DETROIT, MICH.

\ 1

i
RM’ i

i1
Remyairtel and LHM 11/1S/65.
Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a letterhead
memorandum concerning captioned rally, which v/as held
as scheduled on 11/20/65. Two copies of the LHM are
being furnished the New Orleans Division which office
has an interest in the Beacons for Defense and Justice
and two copies are being furnished the Chicago Division
in view of reference in enclosed LHM to plans for
establishing northern branch of the "Deacons" at Chicago,
Ill.

N,

One copy of LHM is being furnished G-2, ONI, OSI and
USA,
Service,

Source utilized in LHM is[

and two copies of LHM being furnished U.S. Secret
all Detroit, Mich.

b7D
J

|(by request).rr* r - <£&&+
'

State Police, “Redford Post,LiY,Det. pAROLD BUR
Detroit, has been apprised of the data, in LHM.
- Bureati(Inc. 8)(RM)

2 - New Orleans(Enc. 2)(RM)
2 - Chicago(Enc. 2)(RM)
2 - Detroit

1 - 157-706(POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE)

l
\h

o y*
\ o

12 WOV 261SSS• h *
' ,i*

•

Ib i

FJPisal
(9)

‘̂ J.\yrh /031hECVSEIV,AGENCY: -a a WICR •i « « t
AJ&W t j
64wiA>/rerar-n—nov

roved:ry

O Agent in Charge
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

t FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply,Please Refer to
File No. Detroit, Michigan

November 22, 1965

Rally of Deacons for Defense
and Justice Sponsored by
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE),
November 20, 1965, Detroit, Michigan

Re:

Reference is made to memorandum at Detroit,
Michigan, dated November 18, 1965.

On November 22, 1965, a source, who has
furnished reliable information in the past, advised
that on November 20, 1965, beginning at approximately
8:00 PM and ending at approximately 11:00 PM, a rally
for the Deacons for Defense and Justice, sponsored by
CORE, was held at the new St. Peter's Baptist Church,
Woodrow Wilson and Pingree Streets in Detroit. Source
advised that approximately 100 individuals attended
this rally ansa admission was charged for same.

/according to the source, the keynote speaker
ijj^fhomas,,a~vAce-pxesident,_qf the Deaconsjfor

Defense and Justice from Jonesboro, Louisiana~,~ and .
several other local individuals also““spoke. The tenor
of the rally was a relating of the racial situation both
in the North and the South and an explanation of the need
for and purpose of the Deacons for Defense and Justice.
It was stated that the main purpose of the rally was to
raise funds which are to be used in plans toward establish-
ing the first northern branch of the Deacons for Defense
and Justice at Chicago, Illinois.

was Ernes

According to the source, the rally was peaceful
and orderly.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI.
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

It is the property of the

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN .IS UNCLASSIFIED

f

r



171CATICUT AUTHORITY DERIVEDECLA
7 B I AUTOMATIC DEI LAS 317HATIGHCTJICE b6DATE 08-28-2018

b7C

i
11/86/65SAC, SavannahI ALL INFS

HEREIN I^H^NCLASSIFIED
Director, FBI (157-2466) EXCE^T/VHERE SHOWN

OTHERWISE

?ATION CONTAINED

1 - Mr. Murphy

CLASS. A
REASON - F
DATE OF EEtflW^DEACONS

RACIAL MATTERS

T.
OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC. « 11 , l - ' '"2 ^

l V ReNYteletype to Bureau and Columbia, via Savannah,
Reteletype noted that Bicque LeSeur of "Friends of

lKithe Deacons of Defense and Justice," New York City, is|(^interested in the fi>rmation of a civil rights or self-defense
£> p \y\jgroup in Saint George, South Carolina, similar to captioned
® 7 ' y)x )organization. Certain unidentified individuals belonging

./ L N to the "Saints of Saint George, South Carolina" contacted
L r LeSeur to help organize them into a self-defense unit,C C:H\ stated that Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) is working

jg/; with the group, and LeSeur planned to contact CORE unofficially
•J and find out how many men they can really count on. LeSeur^stated that every man has a shotgun, but they lack radios and
^ walkie talkies, LeSeur indicated he might go to South Carolina

in the nest few days and speculated that organizations (not
specified) could help the group by donating a rifle, LeSeur
indicated that such items in aid of the new self-defense
organizatio

'H

h -:
LeSeur. e-J

H

^ L' ^L « > l -S’ H• < ^ *=̂ CO

be sent to Nathaniel Lee,|I, South Carolina, telephone numhef~[
CO

3 — S Savannah should check the accuracy of the above
telephone listing as same appears to be one digit short.m New Orleans as Office of Origin regarding caption
organization, should make the necessary Inquiries for any
available information regarding the formation of the self-defense unit in Saint George, South Carolina.

The above caption should be utilized in this
investigation until such time as the proper title of this

// organization is determined,-/

v>-

1 - New Orleans (157-3290)
1 - New York (157-1542)

Tolson
Belmont *

Mohr
DeLoach
Casper
Callahan —Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan —Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room

^ Holmes
. iandy

REC 1
l ? NOV 29 1965BPM.- rth (6) p

NOTE: The Deacons of Defense and Justice is a Negro organizationwhose main purpose is to arm Negroes for protection against Klanviolence, and a has been active in racial demonstrations.
/

'HZULS ^MAIL ROOM
* /A



Mr, Tolson.
Mr. Belmonte—Mr. Mohr
Mr. DeLor.ch
Mr. Ctvper -
Mr. Callahan ~
Mr. 0» >nrad .—~~
Mr. Felt —Mr. Gate - -

/lj Mr. Ro t̂i...-C M i&r, Sullivan; ' Mr. Tavel, -
Mr. Tr< ttc*r
Tele. Boom

_
Mv^ J U v - s.
Mias Gandy—ii
___

IFD-36 {Rev, 5-22-64)J
H V

F B I
11/19/65Date: I S'*

Transmit the following in v(Type in plaintext or code )
!AIRTEL

Via
( Priority )

A
DIRECTOR, FBI(157-2466)
SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413)
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

TO: i*&*».«*

FROM: A i*lAa v» * *r VB*
i j>JSaRE:If "

Re San Antonio airtel and LHM dated 9/16/65 and
0-1 Form dated 11/12/65. a i,'3\< * \

This case has been closed in the San Antonio
Office since 9/16/65, in view of the fact that there has been
no further activity on the part.of the above captioned
organization in San Antonio Division.

There is enclosed for the Bureau a. copy of the
Albany letter to San Antonio 10/13/65 captioned as above,
and setting forth information that MARK KLEIN and DOUGLAS
HAINLINE are both at Cornell University.

<?~7 5ft uf^l̂
-o. Io/rt/k'{bszaJLb* •

AaJLpJLt .

a.

Wffiu(Enc. 1)- Albany(157-163)(Info)1 - San Antonio
GWHC/cbl

j f•*’
w jfv-l i,"~. A *
9 f * ^ //(5) l

IS NOV S91BS5

—r-
&&WKS
* i r
j* t ALL INFORMATION C!?“!TAINED '

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIrlDt-n *
/

1/C‘

Sent M Per
Speciall Agent in Charge
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1 SAC,8M tetoslo(157-413).. . . ’ . . .
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‘

SAC, Albany(157-163)(HOC)
10/13/65
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. i
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. T.DEACcm CP DEFENSE AM)JUSTICE
: RACIAL MATTER

V:
••

r
f,*

7.
V * ;i. !
t; *3U.•v ; L *s . . t

\V;ii . .? rP
• j-: (T- .

/Re San Antonio sirtel and LHM dated 9/16/65 to1 *-
Bureau. .t.! .

i

\i
1 ~ . -

On 9/2J/65, Mr.LGHSLL GMGE, Proctor, Cornell
University, advised SA PETER F.MAXS0N, that MARK KLEIRDOUGLAS HAINLINE had both returned to Cornell University.
On 9/23/65, Hr.OfiORCE made available a ecoy of a one page
throwaway which he stated that he had learned was being
distributed on the Cornell University Campus. DOUGLAS
HAINLINE obtained authority for this distribution. This
material is captioned "Armed Negro Unit Spreads in South**
and contains an account from the June 6, 1965, issue of
the "New York concerning the activities of the
Deacons of Defense and Justice in various Southern states.
The following is set forth:

V y

k6
. * *

i

and r
f .

4
t

r
*> . •.. !t-17; .

;-•
'•The Civil Rights Movement has outgrown total

non-violence. While the racists1 reaction to the Movement
has become more and more ferocious, legal authorities have
at best given only token aid to the/ Hegro and, at worst*actually Aided the racists.

. i ••• i ; ••• .
• * '? • • " . . . : }*_ * ‘ . , •.

i**The Civil Rights Mov̂ ieni:must now take up arms
for its own protection—so that it cjun continue to exist
and struggle.

•• •
‘ .. ' •

(J^San Antonio(EM)
1-Albany I

IWiv- >

r

•
‘ i! •

A.,rJ

;
i

•, r e.
i ’

ALL If .'FOR - .MTIDiiHIBCLASS®DATE1u4s.

i y« 1
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/& 157-163

’tea firsthand an
Movement by v2arkf£3.:?is t«ao is spc;
Usfease—The iSbat ftrge ir* the Xoyro Struggle1

*

aunt of the Deacons
’Armed Self

r > «f*
V -J* *-.» •**V/

•'i* * 7 vw Oil

i:er* lilean, a Cornell so. -lor, participated
d has mot and;ixi the Civil Highbs ah-vement ia T .r

talked with Chari's UAmc, a major l. ud-r of the Dccc.'.&c
i-ovesnent who has giv; •.*. Klein. porniiTiaen to publicisethe
Beacons and to r?is.. ra-ney for t!i.-.a,5*

, «

elicit 3003 *.VA advertise this
meeting; to be ialA at 3;15 11-1 cn :
at Ives Hall cm tho Cornell C-osnun end states that
Mthe formation »~i 0 >a-mittsc at Ccr:
Beacons xri11 be* discussed**.

The t'lro'
i / . *

Jh.‘1
. ’v • - t.— tv *j X9o5)

...11 tc aid tZie

issue cf: the "Cornell
?y.r n^bliohed at Cornell

contninc. : n t 00sunt of the above
•fao ryro tho

ier C -IUaiiS S£IS in
» to raise raou-y for the organisation,

During his speech, ‘KLhli? stated ;:•.<-1 thu Beacons of
??e£cnse and dVsticw ere net an are d rJbiilion, not r:
terrorist revwii^a up* not a grevo d .dicatcd to violence

but an organa aticr, to protect the
Je pcdated out

veil 193D there t.,ra vvar 3,000 documented
•rcr.oded that the cicuatio •?

1905,
Daily Sun’’, a Coily stalent ne:;sp
bnivfersity, Id-;..meeting « Tai.» ' ccouat
received per* >is.
logslusa, louiei '

The ih -ptaber 29,
>• * e

It # 1,

states th .c -T
.ran Beacon 1.

f rt *V‘*"0?.»

ilV- . -

U -
for violence1

fcoae and family of the Southern hbkji-o.
that between XdtO
ITegro lynching;: in the South and -has not greatly ehav.cd.

• »• * p
«•#

Ho cl iir
uorkers uero &*., .? t han the Beacc..
they then took
ron-violeuce!:.

:i that <201113 found cut that their field
around and tJu.w

hypocritical ateitue.. of ,?prc tected
.-a*'-w.**V -

*-*iW

ItLt'ih strt‘ d that guns era not a solution tc the
problem of the IT.gro, but merely a protection under uhich
to uork. He said fh:t local police, State justice and
federal help are all ineffective in protecting the Ilegro,

-2-
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'V*

*0» 157-103

claiming trisat thea&ftTc to boorc XL-ta ad&otto and
'chut the FBI 11tehee voter. cod "ihile you get
boat , He • . iil that the Deaeve ' -efc a deterrent
to violence aits-.. ' ahita racists .rj awfc billing to
trade their saya-rior lives for I.h •/ : :?r. 1 .hvforicr uCvOS”*

KL31Q claimed that in '& . X^tlwa Status,
chore is »0 lt~ LW the Logro or t? .-• Civil Sights
worker and ah, : »;. co.atimio aert-oi*- iancw there is to
invite more, vie.wna-;.

iiC-JX "; indicated that h<-» -
a, UQU group cn c::r;pun tv aid the *

a Deacon op-j'.:;r u*: •:• torre 11.
ar /ing to start. coos end to bring

. 4
V i *.*

- » 4



Mr* Tolson
Mr*Mr* Mohr—»—~Mr. Deboach
Mr; C a s p e r— .
Mr. Callahan̂ ,—Mr. Conrad—~~
Mr. Felt. , .̂ .—Mr. Gal©
Mr. Bosen—Mr. Sullivan^Mr. Tavel.,^L
Mr. Trotter :
Tele. Boom
Miss Holmes—Miss Gandy—

TELETYPE UNIT

NOV 191965 /

ENCODED MESSAGE
— »1 » mi.I imirtu

*

M.F.R.

A
RBOM -OEBIWD

CUIBEAUTHORITYSIFICATION~1S£££5a--28-2018 Bt:FBI
08

FBI NEW YORK

9-17 PM EST

TJ3 DIRECTOR, FBI

COLUMBIA VIA

FROM NEW YORK

ll/19/ 5DEFERRED SAVANNAH) T Iff'COLUMBIA(VIA
;NQODED VIA WASHINGTON

//15// AND

(SAVANNAH)'

(157-154l21ss.REASOH/-’DATE

DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

'7
EXT. BY
FCIM XI, X-2.‘,4.
IBVIEW //-
, RACIAL MATTER

\

(BEACONS FOR
INFORMATIONIHED FOLLOWING

FRIENDS OF DEACONS . iI

CIVIL RIGHTS

FURNI t •

f1' I
j

' I NOVEMBER EIGHTEENTH, SIXTYFIVE

DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, NYC, IS

DEFENSE GROUP IN

. RICQUE LE SEUR OF

INTERESTED
SAINT GEORGE, SOUTH CAROLINA

. CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS
SOUTH CAROLINA, CONTACTED LE

STATED CORE

IN FORMATION OF
, SIMILAR TO I

(NOT IDENTIF-FOR

GROUP OR SELF- JUSTICE(DDJ)DEFENSE ANDDEACONS FOR

BELONGING TO SAINT GEORGE,SAINTS OF

THEM INTO SELF- LE SEUR

UNOFFICIALLYDEFENSE UNIT.IED)
ANDHELP ORGANIZE CONTACT CORE

LE SEUR
SEUR TO PLANNED TO /» <LE SEUR
IS WORKING WITH THEM.

OUT HOW MANY REALLY COUNT ON.
THEY WOULD NEED

V
MEN THEY CAN

RADIOS AND WALKIE
IN NEXT FEW b6

b7C

FIND
STATED EVERYMAN HAS A SHOTGUN, BUT

SOUTH CAROLINAMIGHT GO TO SO b7EHEINDICATED MIGHT HELP BY

IN AID OF NEW
LE SEUR

HE SPECULATED THAT
(NOT SPECIFIED)TALKIES ,

DAYS. ORGANIZATIONS
INDICATED THAT SUCH ITEMS

AT.HANIEL LEE,LLE SEURDONATING A RIFLE.
ORGANIZATIONSELF-DEFENSE

NOV 26 IS,6510

END ip
LLDWA. . nmfc Vr** \t

sFBf WSASH DC



0'OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

*,> '’MAY 1962 EDITION
f L % GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010-107

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO DATE: 11/30/65/ DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)p 7 A
FROM

* f SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1008) -RUC-'i

!| SUBJECT: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
RACIAL MATTERS
00: NEW ORLEANSU

7*

Re Pittsburgh letter to Bureau 10/12/65; New York
letter to Bureau 10/28/65; Pittsburgh airtel to Bureau
11/3/65.

Enclosed for New Orleans is one copy each of
Baltimore airtel to Bureau 8/17/65 and re Pittsburgh letter
and airtel.

On 11/19/65, Mr. ROBERT E. DUDLEY, Agent, Albert
L. Zahn Agency, Real Estate and Property Management,

was discretelyHagerstown, Md219 W. Washington St
interviewed by SA ROBERT I. MC ENROE relative to the
Kennedy farm and farmhouse, commonly referred to as
"JOHN BROWN'S Farm" located in the southern part of
Washington County,.Md., mailing address of|

1 West Va. It was determined that this property,

;• 3

b6

I -
b7C

w ')

y

j
previously utilized as a "regional" headquarters for the
\"Negro Elks", has been for sale for sometime. Dr. JAMES_
JULIAN, S11ver_Springs.,._J/Id.., described by DUDLEY as "a
’prominent and wealthy Negro, doctor", has signed a contract
orNsale with DUDLEY for the purchase of this property.
DUDLEY advised H/26/65 has been set as the date for "closing"
this transaction, on which date Dr. JULIAN will take title
to this property.

It was further determined from DUDLEY that there has
been no affairs held at "JOHN BROWN'S Farm" in recent
months, and he was unaware of any meetings . or gatherings
of any size to be held at this site within the coming months.

. DUDLEY is unaware of the use to which Dr. JULIAN plans
to put this property; he thought Dr. JULIAN might have . Q\t
intentions of establishing a boys camp there. / CT ^ Opt? JvD1 —‘

(2j- Bureau (REGISTERED MAIL)
1 - New York (157-1542) (Info) REGISTOED MAIL)
2 - New Orleans (I57r3290 (.Enc. 3) REGISTERED MAIL-,
1 - Pittsburgh (157-429) (Info) REGISTERED MAIL -

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
Eb 1019R f ' HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED U

Buy US. t o i/U ŷ i n r r^1/ F l a n

1 DEC 2 1965

I
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4 4

i
* *

BA 157-1008

In view of the above and the information containedin re Pittsburgh airtel 11/3/65 reflecting that captionedorganization apparently has scheduled the affair, plannedfor 12/4/65, at the Hilltop House, Harper's Perry, WestVa., on 12/11/65, no further investigation of thismatter is being conducted by Baltimore and no contact withDr. JULIAN is being considered. Baltimore indicescontained no information on Dr. JULIAN.

2

L.



-• - ''TLAS31FI‘CATIDM AUTEORI b6
ATIC DECLASSHIi AUT i -tblCl -• •<i

t’• Jr —'

F B I

11/29/65. Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type i

AIRTEL
Via

(Priority or Method of Mailing )
L

TO i DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) ALL THJBHMi
HITT f ^CONTAINED

L̂CSSIFIED
EXCEPT'DfeESHOWN
OrHEEW^SE .-

1

SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413) RUCFROMs

BEACONS& o
&o> OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

RM
CLASS. & EXT\BY/
REASON - FCIM\l
DATE OF. REVIEW X //-^̂ - XlT\ OOs NOc33 *•

*
' a\ W jw Re San Antonio airtel dated 11/19/65, and Bureau

‘routing slip dated 11/24/65 »

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 8 copies of
on captioned subject matter.

Enclosed for Houston and New York are two copies
:&&ach of LHM on captioned matter for informational purposes
|$©a.nce these offices have an interest in the organization,u tel

Four copies of the LHM are enclosed for Albany
which is requested to disseminate two" copies to Secret Service
'locally.

Ad1%
V-

I

<y •+•« ca

*

Two copies of the LHM are enclosed to New Orleans,
t office of origin, together with the following communicatioiuk
which may be of interest to the New Orleans Offic

/s
i

; O-Bureau (Encs, 8) RM
2-New Orleans (Encs, /3) RM
2-Houston (Encs. 2) RM
2-New York (Encs, 2) RM
2-Albany (157-163)(Encs, 4) RM
2-SA

**“*'.J v*
V*

feW-
v/*

f

ft//
ys ,4 7

“***»*<**«&<; « J(1-157-413)(1-66-1620)JJC;eks
(13)

DEC g'1965lcc & cc
;808&B

& / Mrnm I II

/ dS>
tV

VVI
7

M \er
Special Agent in Charge
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*
SA 157-413

fU)
San Antonio airtel to Bureau, 8/9/6-5captioned The Committee to Aid the Deacons,

San Antonio airtel and accompanying LHM
dated 8/20/65, captioned The Committee to
Aid the Deacons,

San Antonio airtel and accompanying LHM
dated 8/20/65, captioned The Committee to
Aid the Deacons,

San Antonio airtel and accompanying LHM dated
8/26/65, captioned The Committee to Aid the
Deacons,

San Antonio airtel and accompanying LHM dated
8/28/65, captioned The Committee to Aid the
Deacons,

t

Electrostat of undated and unaddressed letter
signed by MARK KLEIN, Chairman, Committee to
Aid the Deacons,

New York letter to San Antonio dated 10/7/65,
captioned Committee to Aid the Deacons, RM,

One copy each of LHM has been disseminated locally toONI, and 112th INTC,
San Antonio,

OSI
Secret Service,

Two copies of LHM have been furnished9

INFORMANTS

of Source File Where Locatedx

SA T-l: 157-413-45 b3
9

b7D
b7E](by request)

SA T-2 sw
2
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SA 157-413
CLASSIFICATION

The enclosed U1H ip classified "Canfideni-i.il11
/-

due to the fact that information furnished byjSA T-27c0|Ald(C^reasonably result.in identification of a confidential ^informant of continuing value an<| compromise future effectivenessthereof.
ns
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[SECLASSIFICATTON
FBI AUTOMATIC CE7UNIFICATION IUIEE
DATE 08-28-2018

AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
i

b6BY:[ ]
b7C

UN^lD STATES DEPARTMENT OF J^TICE

F E D E R A L B U R E A U O F I N V E S T I G A T I O N
San Antonioa Texas9

In Reply,Please Refer to
File No.

November 29 * 19,659
cgagsaaiKL ,iri

ALL'^IiJCaTATIQ,„ . ,CONTAINEDBESEIXIS UHpjftssIFIED
EXCEPT ft CLASS. & EXT.

REASON - PCIM 11;
DATE OP REVIEW /

SHOWN
OTHERW:

2q.&r
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

On September 28, 1965, Mr0 LOWELL GEORGE,
Proctor, Corj*fell -University, advised that MARfcrCLEIN
and DOUGLA^HAINLINE had both returned to Cornell
University0 On September 23, 1965, Mr0 GEORGE made
available a copy of a one-page throw-away which he stated
h'.. had learned was being distributed on the Cornell
University campus0 DOUGLAS HAINLINE obtained authority
.or this distribution0 This material is captioned, "Armed
Negro Unit Spreads in South" and contains an account from
the June 6, 1965, issue of the New York Times concerning
the activities of the Deacons of Deiense~

"ancflTustice
in various southern states0 The following is set forth §

"The Civil Rights Movement has outgrown
total non-violenceo While the racists 8 reaction
to the Movement has become more and more ferocious
legal authorities have at best given only token
aid to the Negro and, at worst, actually aided
the racistso

"The Civil Rights Movement must now take
up arms for its own protection ==- so that it
can continue to exist and struggle0

l

3>

<
/

"Here at firsthand an account of the Deacons
Movement by Mark Klein who is speaking on '’Armed
Self Defense 9The Next Stage in the Negro Struggle0

"Mr0 Klein, a Cornell senior, participated
in the Civil Rights Movement in Texas and has met
and talked with Charles Sims, a major leader of
the Deacons Movement who has given Klein permission
to publicize the Deacons and to raise money for them0"

~

C0gM6NgAir
E a r e l u J Xrujil cili. LuJULL

downgraJliv^- aird
ctti fciao-yrsSrJr x CCLL x"on6-77A"V-7" /•
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

The throw-away then goes on to advertise this
meeting TO be held at 8 sIS p 0 nu on September 289 1965
at Ives Hall on the Cornell campus and states that
"the formation of a committee at Cornell to aid .the Deacons
will be discussedo

»

The September 29 s, 1965 ? issue of the Cornell Daily
Sun 9 a daily student newspaper published at CorrielT^lJni'versxty
Tthaca9 New York * contained an account of the above meeting „
This account states that KLEIN 9 who ways Jfehe speaker9 > received
permission from Deacon leader,, CHARLES&ijSIMS ? in Bogalusa _
Louisianaj to raise money for the organizationo Du'ring his.

""speech, KLEIN stated that the Deacons of Defense and Justice
are not an armed rebellion, not a terrorist revenge group $

not a group dedicated to violence for violence ? s sake', but
an organization to protect the home and family of the Southern
Negrc 5 He pointed out that between 1890 and 1930 there were
over 3,000 documented Negro lynchings in the South and concluded
tha* the situation has not greatly changed „

»

He claimed that the Congress on Racial Equality (CORE)
found out that their field workers were safer when the Deacons
were around and that they then took the hypocritical attitude
of “protected nonviolence 0"

KLEIN stated that guns are not a solution to the
problem of the Negro, but merely a protection under which
to worko He said that local police. State justice and Federal
help are all ineffective in protecting the Negro, claiming
that sheriffs have beers with Klan members and that the FBI
"takes notes and pictures while you get beat up 0" He said
that the Deacons act as a deterrent to violence since "white
racists are not willing’ to trade their superior lives for
Negroes ®

, inferior ones ,,"
KLEIN claimed that in the Southern states there

is no law for the Negro or the civil rights worker and that
to continue nonviolence there is to invite more violence„

S

KLEIN indicated that he was trying to start a new
group on campus to aid the Deacons and to bring a Deacon
speaker up to Cornell,,

oa 2
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

On August 89 1965 a while in Austin„ Texas* KLEIN
the Deacons* as an armed Negro self-defense group,,"

On September 20 t 1965 „ SA T-l/supplied a copy of
an undateoletter signed by MARK KLEINY Chairman of the
Committee to Aid the Deacons,, which reads as follows g

described i» i

:u)
9

"I am sorry for raking so long to answer you0

We have been very busy organizing for our committee0

'•Enclosed are copies of New York Times articles
on the Deaconsj plus our own mimeograpHecTTeaf1e10
We are not ourselves Deacons* but merely their
supporters? and we are organizationally separate
from them,.

"The purpose of our committee is three-folds1) Create favorable publicity for the Deacons
this is necessary because the Deacons have met
hostility from the national press * the FBI* the
Louisiana state government * and perhaps very soon
the House Un-American Activities Committee; 2)
Raise money for the Deacons--money is needed to
buy weapons and ammunition, and to pay for legal
expenses|3) Help spread the Deacons9 through
publicity9 to areas where they are needed,,

"Of course* we urge other people in other
cities who support the Deacons to form committees
like ours* and If you desire* we can help you get
started with some literature* though our supply is
very limited,, (We would appreciate it If you can
find own means to print up literature,,)

"Thank you for writing„

«£)cu

9

"Sincerely 8

"/s/ MARK KLEIN
/t/ MARK KLEIN* Chairman

Committee to Aid the Deacons
9

3 **
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

,!Po So
M <A 4 (UtiSMrtlike ours
may notify the Deacons and get final permission0

We may also be able to give you some organizational
adviceo”

If you do decide to form a committee
we hope you will iet us know so that we*

At this time$ KLEIN listed the address of the
Committee to Aid the Deacons as P„ 0o Box ?9339 UniversityStation, Austin, Texas0 The addressee of the above letterwas not known by(J3A T-l£J

On October 13, 1965, Mr0 W 0 A0 COWAN, JFo,Assistant Agent in Charge, Intelligence Section ® TexasDepartment of Public Safety, Austin, Texas
to MARK KLEIN and DOUGLAS HAINLINE at Huntsville, Texas,shc.tly after a meeting which was held in the Community Center
11°? Angelina Street, Austin, Texas0 Mr0 COWAN stated thatHAINLINE and KLEIN had Indicated that there was not sufficientinterest in the above organization in Austin and that it would,(die on the vine./*

(U)

8
advised he talked

9

Mr0 COWAN pointed out that both HAINLINE and KLEINhave left Austin and there is no leadership for the organization,Deacons of Defense and Justice, in Austin0

fop, October 15, 1965, SA T-2 informed
~J he

no information indicating that the above organization is active
in Austino

had receiv

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the' FBI0

your
^
agencyj it and its contents are not to be distributed

outside your agency0

It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

aw 4̂-
-eONRIHENTTAL-

1 Tni*" ~ ~' *i "V (U)
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UN^ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF^TICE
F E D E R A L B U R E A U O F I N V E S T I G A T I O N

San Antonio, Texas

November 29, 1965
In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

%

Title DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

Character

San Antonio memorandum dated
and 'captioned a's> above 0

.Reference

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliableinformation in the past 0

This document contins neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI,
your.agency; it and its contents are not to be" distributedoutside your agency.

It is the property of the' FBI and is loaned to
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CATION .IT

b6
-2018 ]- 12/6/65 b7CF B I

'1
Transmit the following in

( Type in plaintjgUyg- S ^ E R S DA IE T E L
Via

(Priority )

TsL

DIRECTOR, FBI
CLASS. & EZTN®
LEAS02J - F C m i
LATE OP EE

.3» V
SAC, N®EK m

O
\THE DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.

RM
Newark File 157-1.922- ^Bureau File i157-246.Ŝ ->V:

c-'A JOHN BROT’N COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE
IS- C
Newark File 100-43717
Bureau File 100-

53
M

n
& }

r%"H K

o
X

11/15/65.Re Pittsburgh airtel t6 Bureau, dated

On 12/3/65,
LAUGHLIN concerning referenced airtel.
he has no contact with any member of captioned organization.
He will be alert to seizeany opportunity to join any
group from the New York, area going to Harpers Ferry, Test
Virginia, on 12/11/65.

For the information of the Pittsburgh Office, this
informant has not been active in captioned organizations.
He has furnished information on activity involving communist
matters in the Newark Division. He does not know, how to
get in touch with JUANITA (l£st Name Unknown) who sold him
a ticket to The Deacons Of Defense party held in September of
1965 in New York City, New York.yS<^

(U) r
s

was contacted by SA JAMES B*
Informant advised

o
c:

b7D e:

I
/

V%
i

Newark will maintain contact with| b7D

V l- ?6
?/ v 6.-- Bureau f~

4 - Pittsburgh (157-429)(2-* IpQ-y-Sewajp—* # b35 — b7D
b7EV

I

SentApproved: er
Special Agent in Charge



r FD-*36(Rev.5-22-64)
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F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
( Type in plaintext or code )

12/10/65AIRTEL
Via .

*( Priority) At-I
'iI

I
DIRECTOR, FBI (100-441968)

FROM: SAC, WFO (157-425)(P)
ASSOCIATED COMMUNITY TEAMS (ACT)
IS - C

TO: I :-v- VVV-
I u0 - J *; t

/ i “
1 V* :/t

^'7'G JG £AOsNS rofi-*
Reairtel from Philadelphia, 12/6/65. Also re’WFOairtel

and LHM captioned "ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER, RACIAL.
MATTERS'1, dated 11/18/65, with no .copies for Baltimore and
New Haven. ^ ’l

\\
V

(•> î fT-Bureau
(1- 157-3022)(OBP)

)(DFDJ)
3-Baltimore (RM) (100-23349)

) (OBP)
4-Chicago (RM)(157-303)
(1- 157-678)(OBP)

' i ti
t
V (1-

X
(1- 157- i

V,

s:^ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
HATF X a p RY

)(ERNEST THOMAS
2-New Haven (RM)(100-18253)

(1-
HHT

6-WFO
(1- 157-583)(OBP)
(1- 1 '

(1- 157-237)(LIAISON SOURCES)
(1- 157-433)(POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE)
(1- 157-448)(RACIAL RIOTS)

(Copy count continued on page 2)

. a ?. b6 ia
t5bTC
PHb7D
W? ’

8o
H
PiO

/dan
/r.‘y
/O /“(33) HOT*"'

HOT RECORDED
198 DEC 15 1965

AIRTEL

r/'- rJ ,KOy> r\n.->/
. , .. .*’:ucU • t !

l IxtO
Approved: Sent M Per

Special ’Agent in Charge
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WFO 157-425

(Continued copy count)

5-New Orleans (RM)
)(OBP)
)(DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE)'

)(ERNEST THOMAS)
3-New York (RM) (100-152916)
(1- 157-1469)(OBP)

5-Philadelphia (RM)(100-47502)
(1- 157-1508)(OBP)

(1-
(1-
(1-

b6) (STANLEY BRANCHE)
(WILLIAM DAVIS)

(1- b7C(1-

On 12/10/65, I b7D
|(protect identity, has furnished reliable

information in the past) stated as follows:

He has no information that STANLEY BRANCHE, Chester,
Pennsylvania, plans to lead a new civil rights organization.
BRANCHE indicated recently that he hoped to call a meeting

J, Organization For Black Power (OBP),
and Justice (DFDJ) and others (not named)

of the leaders of ACT
Deacons For Defense

future date (not named) to discuss future plans of
j does not expect such meeting will take

on a
activity.|
place until 1966, and he plans to attend when it is held.

b7D

WILLIAM DAVIS. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, still
fund raising’1 rally in Washington, b7Dahopes to plan

B. C. for the benefit of the Deacons For Defense and Justice.
This has to be approved by ERNEST THOMAS, currently in Chicago.
THOMAS is Regional Vice President, DFDJ, and is'to appear at the

The rally will not be held in 1965, but awaits plans '• •rally,
for 1966.

2

l
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WFO 157-425

|stated that he knows of no plans for any
future demonstrations by ACT in Washington, D. C. He had no
information regarding future plans by ACT, OBP, and DFDJ.
elsewhere.

b7D

Liaison will be maintained with b7D

. 4
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Optional Form No0 10
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
MEMORANDUM

DATE; 12/1/65TO Director, FBI

SavannahFROM

SUBJECT; DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
RM

BUFILE NO;
SAVANNAH FILE NO;
COLUMBIA FILE NO;

157-2466
157-731
/ST7~/»"

Due to the opening of the Columbia Office, the
following action is being taken in captioned matter;

LOCATION OF FILE

10 ( ) Entire'file transferred to Columbia herewith »

20 ( ) File transferred to Columbia except one copy
following serials retained at Savannah;

A„

30 ( ) File retained at Savannah but one copy of
following serials transferred to Columbia;

see pg. 2

C„ STATUSOFFICE OF ORIGINBo

( x ) PENDING
( ) RUC to Columbia
( ) Closed to Columbia

( ) Savannah
Columbia
New Orleans

( )
( x )

IS' 7'
/

NOT RECORDED
8 DEC 1 1965J^̂ -Bureau (RM)1 - New Orleans (RM)

1 => Columbia (RM).
1 - Savannah i
SASijfs

'

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED”HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATEjzL4i=jk.BY.

-'Oz
L
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SV 157-731

SVmemo of Supv. JACK M. BYRD, 6/11/65
SVmemo of SAC JAMES T. NEAGLE, 7/21/65
CEtel to Bureau, 7/14/65
Newspaper clipping, "Wall Street Journal", 7/12/65
Buairtel to SV, 7/19/65
NOairtel to Bureau, 8/4/65
SVmemo of SA EDWARD H. GOODERHAM, 8/12/65
NOrep of SA MAURICE A. KELLIHER, 8/17/65
FD 209, 8/29/65
FD 209, 8/29/65
SVlet to Bureau, 9/15/65

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

2



' vc,-IV-
CLASSIFICATIOU AUTHORITY DERIVED FRCMri

FBI AUTONATIC DECl^SSIFICA^lO^ OTIDE
DATE DS”2S .20lB b6

BY [OPTIONAL FORMNO. 10
MAY 1862 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) -101-11.6

UNITED STATES GO*k

Memorandum
hlC

NMENT

(157-2466) 12/14/65E DATE:
( U )ERROR LETTER S

: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3290)FROM

.aSUBJECT: EACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE , INC. , aka
RM

n Re Bulet to Savannah , 11/26/65.|
( I ,-N- \ \1(PROB) , who is in a position to furnish

information concerning the Deacons of Defense and Justice
at Bogalusa, advised that he has no information concerning
the ’’Saints of St. George in South Carolina” ,
that he would remain alert for any such information of the
group being f̂oriped and immediately advise this office if such
takes place.

\
b7D

Source stated
s.

m

!

r

CLASS . & Si
REASON - p
DATE OF RE*

. BY
11

I,

/ Y 7-Q Vfe 4s£—'S-'ofr DEC- 48
W ({% )- Bureau

1 - Savannah
2 - Columbia
2 - New Orleans

iw—nnwdfcu twaonunaw* nur-Tinirlia
•2 «

C3

DEC 16 1965
7 ,

MAKrmnw

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bayroll Savings Blan
5010-108-01
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b6
b7C

12-13=3U7 t
F B I

Date:
AH.rns
ffe

TT"; îCOIlPAIKEDrTransmit the following in
Type in plain text or code ) •UyfVJ

m*t*£38g?(*AIRTEL or. ISBVia
(Priority or Method of Mailing )lift I

JJ
DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) CLASS.

(157-
SAC, CHICAGO (157-572)(157-840)

SUBJECT]— DEACONS OF DEFENSE.
~AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

} TO:
)REASON -
DATE OF EEVIEHr

mipokk.
z'oi$rA

u
i/;

FROM:
)£3 ;s

RM
(ORGANIZATION)

EARNEST THOMAS
1*9 1or

«*0 „ t
*> * > * -

(XRM.E3 * v
Oj» *5-4£

Re Chicagq airtel to Bureau dated 11/12/65.
)

o
#cf Lf, , r» i <>-ui

a T\»

Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of
a letterhead memorandum and for New * Orleans three
copies, concerning captioned matter.

o rJCCk J55r n J H
5\X
M\» »1 b7D 8a An D I M

CG Talliso (protect -f<
requested).

\ / l Current Informant Contacts

> *

A•-

fe SB I
I g* f;«? oC i ate ContactedSource

,OEpSE ST-10S1 12/8/65
/

is DEC 1319654)- Bureau (Enc. 9)(’Hi)y a - i57- ) (EARNEST THOMAS) __
3 - New Orleans (157-3290)(Enc. 3) < -Sp^r̂ v ,

(Deacfeiig-df D^f^nse and Justice, lifcpr-pqrat'edr)?^(1 - 157- )(EARNEST THOMAS) kW:i:

3 - Chicago
(1 - 157-413)

&-<> rm ifcr. _-r r;r
7c.y. f f »«rt1J *

•V* n*
U’.'~ •>-*LGR/mjt

i 2cc <?* cc JJj
808 icB • I

J4U&

lEG-£ G -i3fc -
^

' Approved:
_* J Sent M Per -1

Special Agent in Charge¥-l AS-
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CG 157-572
CG 157-840

i Source Date Contacted

12/8/65 b7D
otential confidential U;
acial Sfodrcie ^«

One copy of this letterhead Memorandum is being
designated for Region I, 113th INTO Group; United States Secret
Service, and the United States Attorney, Chicago, Illinois.
LEADS

l

NEW ORLEANS

AT. NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. Will furnish Chicago
photograph of EARNEST THOMAS and any information received
concerning the current whereabouts of THOMAS and any indica-
tion that a chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice,
Incorporated, may be organized in Chicago.

CHICAGO

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. Will be alert for any informa-
tion concerning the opening of a Chicago Chapter of the
Deacons pf Defence and Justice, Incorporated, and the Bureau

.and New Orleans will be kept fully informed of, developments
in this matter. ‘

- 2

(U)
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\IITICATION ATJ
rBI AUTOMATIC DECLA he

]- 2 9-2018 hlC
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§JUf^3ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE' UN

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply,Please Refer to
File No. UChicago * Illinois

December/^ , 1965

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED
RACIAL MATTERS
(ORGANIZATION)

EARNEST THOMAS
RACIAL MATTERS

Reference is made to memorandum dated November 12,
1965, at Chicago, Illinois.

On the dates indicated the following advised that
no information has been developed which would indicate that
a chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated
(DDJ) has been formed in Chicago. They also advised that
theire has been no indication that Earnest Thomas, who is
associated with the DDJ, is presently in Chicago.

/
b7D9

Chicago, November 16, 1965 «

9
, Chicago, December 7, 1965.

], December 8, 1965.
CG T-l, December 8, 1965. - i9

Confidential informants who are acquainted with
certain racial matters in the Chicago, Illinois area advised,

during December, 1965, that no information has been received
ALL I-”'** ’TV * *1

J'J nTAINHD,

OTHERWISE

HERE"'"”

UkGLASS EXT./BY A>/7
REASON -OW/M 11, 1-2*: 4.
DATE OP REVIEW /3-

T̂CLOSURBI
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*

m
that would indicate that a chapter of the DDJ has been formed
in Chicago. They advised that Earnest . Thomas has not been
in Chicago for the past' few weeks but is expected to return
to Chicago sometime in the future.

>

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to' your agency;
it' and its contents are not to be distributed outside your
agency.

I

l
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i
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IFICATTGH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
UTCMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
D8-23-2Q18

s
b6

1:[ b7C

D STATES DEPARTMENT OF^STICE

r< r

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply,Please Refer to
File No. Chicago, Illinois

December /$ , 1965 flL (HI \

v *

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

Title

EARNEST THOMAS

RACIAL MATTERS
(ORGANIZATION)

Character

is made to memorandum dated
and captioned as above.Reference

Vv

All sources(except any listed below)whose identities
are concealed in referenced ccmmunication have furnished reliable
information in the past.

fcQ T-lJis an agency which collects intelligence
information" in t̂he Chicago, Illinois area.

IU )

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI.
your ageijcy; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.

It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
f

l

i
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•• ?Ir. Mohr
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TvlJiss Gandy

liTr.FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

*

F B I -TV

12/27/65Date *~ 7Transmit the following in ^ ( Type in plaintext or code )

AINTEL AIR MAIL
Via i r

( Priority )

DJtfECTCXa, FBI (157-2466)’

SEATTLE (157-507) (KUC)

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC'
RACIAL MATTER (ORGANIZATION)

i
ci

EARNEST THOMAS
RACIAL MATTER

Re Chicago ai'rtel to Bureau 11/2/65; New Orlea
letter to Seattle 11/3/65 (10). /

Referenced communications pertain to a newspaper
article appearing in the "Chicago Defender", Chicago, Illinois,
which indicates that a northern branch of the Deacons of Defense
and Justice is in Seattle, Washington. Law enforcement;-
agencies and racial sources in Seattle, Washington, have been
unable to furnish any information concerning the existence of
this organization in the Seattle area, and these sources have
been requested to notify this office immediately in the event
any information concerning it comes to their' attention. No
mention of the Deacons of Defence and Justice has been made
by local news madia in this area. It is noted that the state-
ment that a branch of this organization exists in Seattle,
Washington., was made by the vice president of the organization,
EARNEST THOMAS, While he was in Chicago.

In the event Chicago or New Orleans receive any
other information concerning the alleged existence of a branch
in Seattle, this office should be immediately notified.

v.

REC- 51 jS^ y
<3 V^3 '- }Bureau

2 - Chicago (157-572)
2 - New Orleans (157-3290)
1 - Seattle
OWL:msw

i*.

18 DEC 30 i9b5
•*

f

(8) ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HUSHES. UNCLASSIFIED

; .DATEi-A3 -fo
L

\ C RY«S/V«Zj
4

<?•(?;•.-JAM8 K ' /.0oApproved-: MSent -
Special Agent in Charge
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Ropoyt Form
Fl>|53 (R©v,*5-m$) ¥>f

< 4
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)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - v

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD .REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE :

12/30/65 . 11/9/65-12/23/65
"

NEW ORLEANSNEW ORLEANS
8."

?

*$2>mi ©P CA§E REPORT MAD TYPED BY
* - fc ’

babSA DONALD J. MC GOliTY/•
»' **i

MACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
FRIDAY, LOUISIANA

CHARACTER OP CASE.* *

i ». '

*»

RM

'

SUMMARY REPORT

REFERENCE:

Report of SA DONALD J. MC GORTY at New Orleans dated
10/14/65

' APR10 $67
i ANS. -

»

— P —
LEADS:

NEW ORLEANS DIVISION • • •••BY:. • •- * AT FERR1DAY 9 LOUISIANA- N <s
"X

Will maintain contact with individuals in the
Doocons for Defense and Justice in order tp . be aware of their

^ activities.
*V*V 1

'X
ALL INFORMATION! CONTAINED
HEREIN IS LlMGL̂ .TriED
HATPZ u 3 - to

7 ADMINISTRATIVE: i

.

vSPECIAL AGENT
IN CHARGEAPPROVED ; DO, NOT WRITE IN SPACES ©EL^W

COPIES MADS:

dip*; / P fife- Mirn " Q </ <
i

Bureau (157-2466) (Rif ) I
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An extra copy of this report is furnished:to the
Bureau for dissemination to Secret Service, .Washington, D, C
in view of the fact that the subject falls within Category
5(c) of the Agreement Between the FBI and Secret Service
concerning Presidential protection,

A copy of this report is t>eing furnished to
ICG, ONI and Secret Service, New Orleans, as well as OSI,
Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana, in view of their
interest in Klan matters.
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FD-376 (Rev. 11-12-65)

+)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
F E D E R A L B U R E A U O F I N V E S T I G A T I O N

New Orleans , Louisiana
December 30 , 1965

W A S H I N G T O N, D.C. 20535In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

Director
United States Secret Service
Department of the Treasury
Washington, D. C. 20220
Dear Sir:

Re : Deacons for Defense and
Justice , Ferriday , Louisiana

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro-
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked.
1. Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee,

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the
U. S., because of his official status.

2. Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other
than legal means.

3. Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member
of other group or organization inimical to U. S.

4. U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or
Chinese Communist blocs and return.

5. [X]Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following
criteria:

( a) Evidence of emotional instability * ( including unstable residence and
employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior:

(b) Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment;
(c) (X] Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order
and government.

6. Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making.
Photograph has been furnished enclosed is not available
I I may be available through

Very truly yours,

John Edgir Hoover
Director

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)
U. S. Secret Service

Enelosure(s) (Upon removal of classified enclosures , if any , this transmittal form
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)
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Offices NEW ORLEANS
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' DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
FERRIDAY, LOUISIANA

s*_

, -iKM©« V-VV!

I/4'

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN, IS UNCLASSIFIEDOraj£ te?t RACIAL MATTER DATE-. 7 A

;
/Synopsbs Local unit of Deacons at Ferriday, Louisiana

has present membership of 23 members', 'Increase
in membership and activities due to recent acts
of violence committed against Negroes at Ferriday,
Louisiana, Activities include weekly meetings
and an all night patrol of the Negro section.
Each deacOn has at least jone weapon and the
unit has three semi-automatic—Carbines and two
walkie-talkies which are used for patyoling,

P

i

*

ft

DETAILS:

On November 9, 1965, VICTOR GRAHAM adyised that the
Deacons for Defense and Justice at .Ferriday, Louisiana hasstill not gotten off the ground. He stated that OYer ‘the
past weekend the Vice President of the Ferriday Freedom,

Movement, MARY WHATLEY BOYD,, made several phone calls/to him
in an effort to get his deacons to go ip;the' Arcade jlfhpater
at Ferriday, Louisiana in order to afforel protection fpr ; the
people who were picketing there, He stated that. he. had to
tell MARY WHATLEY BOYD that he was unable tp go tp'the movie
house inasmuch as the Deacons were completely disorganized
and their membership was nill. -

V

*-• r«

GRAHAM stated thWJiearl,y on November S/'iBGS; he :was visited by a FNlfCTACKSON who worke in* :,a .- bprb.er shop .
in Matches, Ilississi-Kpi. He stated that/JAGlgpir is’

.
'-'one

of the pificeĵ _JLiJ-jthe—Nartoheẑ Unit_.fpr; t̂J^f/ppaQOfijS.-:for /. jDefense 1 and _Jns.ti.ee-> JACESON stated tha#vfe:vwoui4*
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NO 157-5624/bab
to assist GRAHAM in fully organizing the Deacon chapter
at Ferriday, Louisiana and in this respect would make a
return trip on Thua^day November 1.1, 1965,

I
GRAHAM stated that he did pot know whether or .

not ihis organizational drive and membership drive put
on by JACKSON of Natchez, Mississippi would assist in
organizing the chapter at Ferriday, Louisiana. He
stated that he has ftried everything he knows of to get
people interested i,n the unit, however, he could not get .

the unit off the ground.
' f , / /,

GRAHAM further stated he knew nothing about
machine guns which are allegedly in the possession of
the Deacons of Defense and Justice at Bogalusa, and
Jonesboro, Louisiana. He stated that if he did come
across information 'as to their origin, descriptive data ..

and serial numbers he would furnish this information
to the FBI.
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F*D-302(Rev.4-15-64) y

i

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 12/29/65 .- -1

SAMMY^DAVIS
b6

,IXI,| .Louisiana.,,furnished the following information.:; ?

DAVIS advised that he is npt .a momber of the'
.

Deacons for Defense and Justice at Ferriday, Louisiana,
however, he knows all the members and they ofton come, to
him far advise and councilihg. He stated that he lias been
Asked to jpin this organization many times but feels
that he should not !fjqin because he is trying to keep
both factions, the •’Deacons and the Klan apart so that. . -
the level headed people in town, both white and NegrOe
can solve the racial problem without violence, DAjTIS
stated that the local Unit of the Deacons never, really
did get started until there were acts of violence committed
against Negroes almost weekly * He stated that aftet about
the second or third incident where in a Negro’s house was
fired at or .a bomb was thrown at it, the Deacons really
started to recruit members.

, JR b7Co ,

I

A
/ \ DAVIS stated he knows for a fact that the local ;
f K unit has three semi-automatic canines and two walkie-talkies' and that each individual member of the Deacons has. at

least one gun, either a shotgun, rifle or pistol, He
stated that he has heard that they had been talking
about going to either Bogalusa, Louisiana, or Jonesboro,
Louisiana to secure automatic weapons for their pafrolihjg.
duties. DAVIS stated that the local Deaeons, have a
weekly meeting held at different places each weak and
that their activities include an all night patrol of the :
Negro area, 7 nights a week. In addition to t-feese •

activities they also distribute literature which they,
have gotten from Jonesboro, Louisiana, which he .believes,

is nothing more than recruiting literature for the. Deacons ; ,
for Defense and Justice. . .

* % "
,fi

DAVIS made available the following list of present
members of Deacons for Defense and Justice of Ferriday,
Louisiana, all are local residents.

f/hr In r

w - 3 -
NO X57-&624On 12/23/65 Ferriday, Louisiana .File #

.V

12/38/65/babby SA DONALD J.,MC GORTY Date dictated ^-— 1' ;

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to \

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. =/

At *.
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LEO^GRAHAM -.a local barber\
CTOR^GRAHAM - who works at the CopcofcJia Parish

' hospital
VI

HERMAJî BROWN - employment unknown _ . .

./ /U'l'.i
LEVADQ̂ BROWN - painting contractor

a construction worker

^
MMUIiy^WHITE - carpenter's helper

vtRAN^F

*

j n*^:\\
I

»"

I
RICHARD/^EOMPSON -£,

p\^> L ! 1
)\

*
\J i CC 1L 0 I-},Soil!‘/

>»

- N : i

i -
( FLEMING - carpenter's helper \

JAME^FLEMING - carpenter’s helper '

.

:» i

vV..
\ I!

FRED/^BRGWN - painting contractorI f'
«

NE'̂ CALKOUN - employment unknown

RI^REDVINE - who is employed at the Concordia
Parish Hospital'

\

SHI

* « STAFF©
t\

A-

FNlAflONES -
\ ANTHONYfMC CRANEY - who operates a service station

local Negro funeral director* ^{1^ >

SIMON̂ SMITH - electrican/

*
• /. \

FNIJf^BNCAN - truck driver

LIONEL/I&PER

- VERNON/^MITH -

\

V- laborer

presently unemployed formerly .

a sergeant in the , United States. Army

V

^ K 4 1 *

ANTHONY WHITE - local minister

JOnSAVIS - employment unknown
' JEFFERY-̂ SdOTT - who is the agft|||^li;...consul.tant. /

for the local Negro
'

;high-
'school;- . _

«*> 4 **
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MACK MOORE - who Is a teacher at the local Negro
high school '

JOHNNY LLOYD - teacher at the local Negro. high
school,

DAVIS further advised that the following above
mentioned Individuals are the officers of the local
Deacons for Defense and Justice Unit at Friday, ,

Louisiana;
3,

STAFFORD REDV1NE
RICHARD THOMPSON
LEO GRAHAM
FNU JONES

President
Vice President
Secretary-
Treasurer I

"
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FBI WASH DC ti
\:

'jiU. ’

FBI NEW ORLS

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
PERFSN IS UNCLAc'S'H0
DATE

PM CST 12-23-65 URGENT RRR4:24

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-6-33)
FROM: NEW ORLE;.;;S (173-20:)

RACIAL MATTER *„ RACIAL SITUATION, BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA.
REFERENCE

R]E NEW ORLEANS AIRTEL TO BUREAU, DEC.TWENTY TWO, LAST.
POLICE DEPARTMENT

PD ADVISED THIS-,DATECLAXTON KNIGHT, CHIEF, BOGALUSA

£~5E;.C0NS FOR DEFENSE ANDTHAT CHARLES SIMS, PRESIDENT CF THE

SUBMITTEDJUSTICE AND MEMBER OF BOGALUSA VOTERS LEAGUE *
THIS PARADE WOULD BE SPONSOREDA PARADE PERMIT TO THE CHIEF.

BY THE BOGALUSA VOTERS LEAGUE SCHEDULED FOR DECEMBER.TWENTY

THE CHIEF ADVISED THE PARADEFOUR , NEXT AT TWO THIRTY PM.
,3ii

LABOR TEMPLE LND PROCEED TO THE CITYWILL BEGIN AT THE NEGRO

HALL AND JAIL AND RETURN TO THE NEGRO LABOR TEMPLE.
CHIEF KNIGHT ADVISED HE IS NOT GOING TO PERMIT THE

MARCHERS TO PARADE ON COLUMBIA STREET DUE TO THE CHRISTMAS TRAFFIC

AND CROWD WHICH WOULD MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE
r>

POLICE TO CLEAR TRAFFIC FOR THE MARCH £OWN THE MAIN STREET OF
DEG 28 ^55£3

BOGALUSA ON CHRISTMAS EVE. THE CHIEF ADVISED THE MARCHERS

WOULD BE AFFORDED MAXIMUM POLICE PROTECTION.
!. *

END
•LINEH4PNE-WRTrTTGHT-“S1tui3!^BE--AL>&-.

WA..MRW
FBI WASH DC

TUP
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

UNITED STATES GOĵ RNMENT

MemoranaI # v
um

TO DIRECTOR, FBI(157-2466) 1/7/66DATE:

SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-1184)(P)ROM

bSUBJECT: DEACONS OP DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE

/ 00: NEW ORLEANS

Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau dated 10/25/65,
with enclosed letterhead memorandums.

On 12/20/65, RAY DOYLE, Agent, Alcohol and Tobacco
Tax Unit,(ATTU), United States Treasury Department, Los
Angeles, advised that he has received no further information
from the ATTU source concerning the shipment of machine guns
from the Czechoslovakian Firearms Manufacturer to the Deacons
of Defense and Justice.

DOYLE advised that the details of this transaction
may take several months to obtain.

In view of the Bureau’s interest in this matter,
Los Angeles will maintain close contact with ATTU for information
concerning this matter.

Los Angeles is placing this case in a pending in-
active- status, to be opened again in 60 days.

REC4
/u

xoassauaun

3 JAN 10 7966- Bureau(RM()
2 - New Orleans(157-3290)1 - Dallas (Info)(RM)
1 --'Dos Angeles

RNT/pkm

(RM)

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED(6)

L

i&O'*) 4
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,vlENTUNITED STATES GC

Memorandum.
rJACKSON (Your file IS7-3465 ) DATE: 13/3ft7*rtS

/

157-2466 / Post in file and
destroy 0-1
( For SOG use
only )

: Director, FBI (Bufile and Serial
Room No.

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICESUBJECT :
RACIAL MATTERS

ALHNFORMfflON CONTAINED
HEREIN

Give snDrfhTEe;f?soii ~ inr.llefi:rlc»i(l1. Bufiles indicate this case is delinquent. ncy.ci

0 Reurlet. 10/26/65
_

submitted

^will be submitted Q.

airtel
2. DATE report

letter

letterhead memo

LMkA 90-day progress letter

Reporting employee
3. If valid reason exists for not submitting report at this time, state reason specifically and

when report will be submitted a
•*

Inquiry Jx] Investigitifrft1-1 *SETtfriUSD HI mg 4. Status of Appeal
airtel

5. Submit report
letter

letterhead memo v* • DEC 2 91965)%*90-day progress letter by mi —JftCKSffiN

/ t use file . )( Place reply hereon and return to Bureau. Note receipt and aclmow

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1965 O -I'-652
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b6iBI AUTOVUTIC LEILAS31JICATICMIUICE
BY;CATE 08-23-2018 b7C

{&>•263(Rev M-fiO)f tt • \

A
!U)
INVESTIGATIONFEDERAL BUR

OFFICE OF ORIGIN OATS INVESTIGATES PERIODREPORTING OFFICE

1/Lff66 . 8/10/65-12/21/65NEW ORLEANS NEW ORLEANS
REPORT MADS BYTITLE OF CASE . TYPED BY

OQ SA MATIRTCE A KTIT.T.TITER
CHARACTER OF CASE

nayEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
W
Deacons for Defense and
Justice, Inc.

aka.* s

RM/ i‘Ml
REFERENCE:if New Orleans report of SA MAURICE A. KELLIHER, 8/17/65.

ALL INFoWriON CONTAINED
HEREIN IS/WCLASSIFIED EXCEPT _
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE.

V'
s.
\

LEADS:

CHICAGO DIVISION
/ \; AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

/

Will maintain contact with sources and informantsin order tp determine if EARNEST THOMAS organizes a Chapterof the Deacons in that city. /

V.

i

CLASS. & K
REASON - F
DATE OF EE)NEW YORK DIVISION

SPECIAL. AGENT
IN CHARGEAPPROVED DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

COPIES MADE:! WMSA UM2/-BUREAU (157-2466) (RM)
J JAN 13 1966 /sgM4-NEW ORLEANS (157-3290), . ,

‘EE COVER PAGE B FOR OTHER

I

fcoVIcc.*

~w' COPIES raTfkp-,I
NOTATIONSDISSEMINATION RECORD OF ATTACHED REPORT

u:L^Ŝ XRDL.flBieSL Ĉfep
£ .Li(.vk̂ ,L--.V
~ _ ± g-AS —*.

AGENCY.

n:. -REQUEST f?ECD,. ••

DATE FiVDill X'y kit/?.HGV/PWall r-v ixiflIL9T- -a
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NO 157-3290/cay/med

COPIES CONTINUED:
• y

1 - Birmingham (157-1446) (KM)
1 - Boston (157-387) (RM)
1 - Charlotte (157-882) (RM)
2 - Chicago (157-572) (RM)
1 - Columjbia (RM)
1 => Detroit (RM)
1 - Houston (RM)
1 - Jackson (RM)
1 - Mobile (157-1017) (RM)
2 - New York (157-1542) (RM)
1 - Savannah (157-731) (RM)
1 - ICG, New Orleans (RM)
1 - Secret Service, New Orleans

it-*

(RM)

LEADS CONTINUED:

AT NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK

Will, through informants and sources, be alert
to any information concerning the Deacons attempting to
establish Chapters in that area.

NEW ORLEANS DIVISION

AT BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA

Will maintain contact with informants and sources
in order to be aware of the activities of the Deacons in
Washington Parish, Louisiana.

AT HOMER, LOUISIANA

Will maintain contact with leaders of the DDJ
in that area.

B —
(COVER PAGE)

l 4
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NO 157-3290/cay/med

AT JONESBORO; LOUISIANA

Will maintain contact with officers of the DDJ
in order to be aware of pertinent activity on the part
of the DDJ »

INFORMANTS

LOCATION OF INFORMATIONIDENTITY OF SOURCE

NO T~1 .is

NO T“2 is

NO T-3 is

NO T-4 is[ k
l(by request) Mobile file 157-1017

b3NO T~5 is
|b7D
b7E(Former)NO T=6 is

i. J

NO T-7 is S
100-17230I(by request)

NO T-8 is f 2

X New York File 157-1542
i NO T-9 is

NO T-10 is

NO T-ll is

San Francisco File 157-573NO T~12 is

OO Q OKI

(COVER PAGE)

•v

Ui
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NO 157=>3290/cay/m.©d

ADMINISTMTIYE

Copies of this report are being furnished to
listed offices for information purposes, inasmuch as there
is a possibility that investigation will foe requested by
these offices„

Copies are being furnished t© ICG/lew Orleans,
and Secret Service, lew Orleans and Alcohol and Tobacco
Tax Unit, New Orleans, _is being advised by separate
communication covering th© machine guns allegedly in
possession of the Deacons®

This report is being marked scnsrot-in view of
the fact information received from lew York
informant should hot fo© disseminated unless under secret
caption in order that th© informant is not dis
disclosure might impair his futur© usefulness. ed,which

(U)

«=a e=a
(0¥EE PAGE)

fU)
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.CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRJCM:
I AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION C-UIDE
TE 08-2S-2018 b6

1SY:[ b7Cb
FD-204 (Rev.3-3-$0) u •

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1-112TH INTELLIGENCE CORPS GROUP, NEW ORLEANS(RM)
1-SECRET SERVICE3 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA (RM) . .

Office:

Copy to:

Report of:
Dote:

SA MAURICE A » KELLIHER
JANUARY 1,0, 1966

NEW ORLEANS

\Bureau File No,:Field Office File No.: 157-2466157-3290
J

\Titl •; DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.

Character: RACIAL MATTERS

Synopsis: Chapters of BBJ located at Jonesboro,/Bogalusa,
Homer, and New Orleans, Louisiana <>

developed that Chapters may be organized in other
areas of Louisiana and MississippiBogalusa DDJ
maintains bank account under naie Courtesy Club

.at Washington B̂ k, Bogalusa^yand informant advised
this Chapter in/poor financial condition during
October, 19&5\/ Some financial data concerning DDJ
set forth, v/No information developed thay'Deacons
are in possession of'automatic weapons, put members
do have access to Fifles and hand guns.\J Informant
advised* Negro group in Bogalusa on 11/11/65, dis-cussed^ possible /violence in order to obtain their L
goal V EARNESOTHOMAS, Jonesboro/ Deacon official,
in contact wrtn'leaders, of RAM sfnd Organisation for
Black Power groups in Detroit CHARLE^BIMS, Presi- IQ.'
dent of Bogalusa DDJ, /in ĉontact witlfspartacists
group in New Orleans,/̂as well as making speeches
sponsored by subversive groups in New York City, and
Buffalo, New York, r.HENEY>$USTAN, DDJ, addressed^Socialists Workers Party group in Cleveland on
ll/23/65.£ftjJ iD)

nformation

t

1

SPt
i-zruŵ y p ~

CLASS. & EXT.:
REASON - FCTM
DATE OF REVIEW

« tr-
rfpVvr.

‘ 9

i-

DETAILS: ."i

ALL' IMFOR"'1.*/ ' nnMTAIBEff
'
'

HERFfN
MERE SR0V.

•'’ ’̂En EXCEPT
OTHERWISE.13

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; It and
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.2
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NO 157-3290/cay/med
Characterizations of Revolutionary Action

Movement(RAM), Spartacists, Socialists Workers Party,
and the Workers World are attached hereto in the Appendix
Section of this report. I
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NO 157-3290/cay

ORGANIZATION i
r

The Articles of Incorporation of the Deacons of
Defense and Justice (DDJ) as on file with the Secretary of
State, for the State of Louisiana, reflects that the Deacons
of Defense and Justice, Inc. is a Louisiana corporation
domiciled at Jonesboro, Louisiana. The location and busi-
ness office address of its registered office shall be Amos
Service Station (rear), Beach Spring Road, Drawer B,
Jonesboro, Louisiana.

PURPOSES

’’This corporation is organized for the following
purposes and to carry on the following purposes ? To instruct,
train, teach and educate Citizens of the United States and
especially minority groups in the fundamental principals of
the republican form of government and , our democratic way of
life; to instruct, teach, train and educate said persons in
the provisions of the constitution and laws of the United
8tate_ and the State of Louisiana, as well as the constitu-
tion and laws of any other State wherein this corporation
may operate; to instruct, teach, train and educate said per-
sons in the use, value and purpose of the ballot and the
right to vote; to instruct, teach, train and educate said
persons as to the duties and responsibilities of good citi-
zenship relative fo

^the
obligation and duties of the citizen

to the community arid the obligation and duties of the com-
munity to the citizen ? To'further instruct, teach, train
and educate said persons in the value of economic security
and in the effective use of their spending power; to inspire
in said persons a s^nse of responsibility and to develop
leadership. This corporation has for its further purpose,
and is dedicated to, the defense of the civil rights, prop-
erty rights and personal rights Of said people and will
defend said rights by any and all honorable and legal means
to the end that justice may be obtained. This corporation
may establish chapters and conduct its business at any place
in this State and elsewhere as permitted by law.

U
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CHAPTERS

1. Jonesboro, Louisiana

2. Bogalusa, Louisiana

3. Hosier, Louisiana

jon August 10, 1965,,. NO T-l advisedjthat he
rNegroes in Plaquemine, Monroe, and Ferriday,

undervUjS^stood tha
Louisiana, had requested assistance in forming DDJ Chapters.

On August 20, 1965, Detective WILLIAM NOLAN,
Intelligence Division, New Orleans Police Department,
advised that they had received information "that the DDJ
ha^started
AUBREYWOODS,
of this-

b6a chapter in •fc-hfs N rleans, area and that b7C ,was the co-ordinator
movement in the New Orleans area.

Mi-On August 24, 1965, info^ma-tiop was received from
NO T-2 that a group Of Negroes An JacksonXMississippi, had
made arrangements for representatives of the^ Deacon

_
Defense and Justice to.come to Jackson, Mississippi,
order to discuss the formation of a chapter £n, that city im

On September 9, 1965, information'was received
from.Doctor JACQUELINE/^JACKSON,, Department/of Sociology,
Howard University, Washington, EbwJCL., that in a conversation
with Professor BENZIOIjj^WARDY of the Political Science Depart-ment, Tuskegee Institute^ Ttiskegee, Alabama, the Deacons of

i Defense and Justice,, Inc, was discussed/ and Professor WARDY
informed her that he had attended a meeting concerning this
organization, which was held at Tuskegee on or about
August 15, 1965o Doctor JACKSON advised that Professor
WARDY informed her that he had attended this meeting, but
did not discuss the organization with jier, nor admit actual
membership in such an organization.

/!_0n September 1, 1965, NO T-E\advised Jthat he had
received information that one First Name,Unknown^jACKSON, a

( Negro barber, was the head of the DDJ in the dtfatchiez,
, Mississippi, area. JACKSON is alleged to have stated that (jj)

(U)

l
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there are twentyfive Deacons in the Tallulah, Louisiana,
area; twentyfive men in the Vicksburg, Mississippi, area;
and seventyfive, Deacons with headquarters at St. Frahcisville,
Louisiana, T~P! stated that JACKSON reported that they had
one hundred Negroes ready for any trouble in the Natchez
area, but the informant was unable to determine if JACKSON
made reference to'--,Offie hundred DDJ members, or merely one
hundred local Negroes, which possibly included a few DDJ
members.Md"

(U)
[On October 9, 1965, NO T~& advisedjthat members
DJ . from Bpgalusa, Louisiana/ area had gone to

Mississippi*. to establish a DDJ chapter in that
[T-4 advised/that individuals from Holmes County
pi7 as well.as individuals from Columbia,

iU)
of the B
Columbia,
area; and
Missis'sip
Mississippi, made inquiries concerning the establishment
of Deacon Chapters.

)

On November 5, 1965, NO T-l advised that he had
received information that the New Orleans DDJ under AUBREY
WOODS was scheduled to move into Plaquemines Parish during
the week of November 5, 1965, and -attempt to organize a DDJ
Chapter in Boothville, Louisiana. 01)

MEMBERS

advised jbhat the followin.^̂ )fon August 10, 1965, NO T-l
.IsTwere members of the Bogalusa Chapter of the DDJ:individua

\ - •

CHARLE^SIMS, President

ROYAJ^BURRIS, Vice President

JOSEPH^WHITE, former secretary

ANDREW /SMITH ""

LU^Ej/VARNADOMILTON/JOHNSON

jj

IU)
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ELMER^BARNERBARNESJ
BILL^GRAWFORDl

MIZELL^BUTLER
0„ JANELSON, also known as Candy

pn August 20, 1965, OBIE BROWN,
]» a self-admitted member of the DB7

b6
advised that

the following individuals were members of the Bogalusa
Chapter t

b7C

LEMUEL̂ 1BROWN
1

OTHAPETERS

THEODORE- NEWMAN
CHARLES WEARY

JOSHUA^MUNDY, .Varnado,

HAROLD RAYvMINGO, Varnado, Louisiana
‘fT ' 'I
lQu August 12, 1965, NO T-l advisedjthat ALBERT~L Louisiana, treasurer and~acting

Louisiana
b6
b7C

W.
}J DAVIS,[

^secretary of the DDJ, and BERTRANDJj-W-YRE,|l were members. A
On August 26, 1965, NO T-l advised that at a rifle

practice held by the DDJs on August 21, 1965, the following
individuals were in attendance:

ROBERT B̂RYCE
t

X
L„ C a * MC GEE

WEST^SKIPPERGEORGE

REECE/PERKINS

6
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FINANCES

[j)n August 12, 1965, NO T-l advised^that the
present monetary payment to join the DDJ was $10.00, with a
$2.00 monthly dues payment.

\,
On August 20, 1965, OBIE>BROWN,
Louisiana, advised that lie was paying $3.00 a

month dues as a result of his membership in the DDJ; and he
further stated that GAYLE^&ENKXNS of Bogalusa maintains the
financial records for the DDJ *

[ji>n September 2, 1965, NO T-
received information which indicated
up to formulate plans for the Deacons, it was reported that
there was to be a $10.00 individual initiation fee and a
monthly dues of $2.00. A $100.00 membership fee was indicated
for a Unit to affiliate with the State Organization, and this
$100.00 membership fee was to be used principally for the
purchase of radio and other communications equipment.

£< iui

b6
b7C

@< (11On September 24, 1965, NO T-3 advj
lie DDJs is held under the name of

the
money of
Club at the Washington Bank in Bogalusa, Louisiana.

j NO T~3 advisedjthat, in his opinion, A^ZTvifOUNGJy;
who is connected with the civil rights movement in Bogalusa^is out to ’’milk” the civil rights activities in that area;
and he further believed that CHARLES SIMS would not be above
siphoning off some of the money obtained ostensibly for the
Deacons/for his own personal use.

-'ITm i

I NO T-3 reportedjthat it was his understanding tha
// 5 1 west coasf T.ST celebrity, allegedly gave $15,000.00

-trd tfieKDeacons’;/and[TrSJattempted to track down the distribu-J^tion of this money «. JS§ had ascertained that $5,000.00 had
been given to the Bogalusa Voters League (BVL); $5,000.00
used for the expenses of the organization headed by LOMAX,
concerning the Bogalusa movement; and $5,000.00 used_as bond
money for people involved in civil rights arrests.
stated that it was his understanding that $500.00 ha een

7
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used for bond money for HENRY AUSTAN and MILTON JOHNSON, who
had been arrested following the shooting of ALTON D. CROWK.
in Bogalusa, Louisiana, during the summer. £T-3 statedjhe
also understood that $7,500.00 had been received from vari-r ;

ous sources in connection with the BVL and the Deacon drganization
in Bogalusa, which money had been used for expenses.

1965, NO T-3 advisedjthat
understanding that there had been a meeting of the Bogalusa
and Jonesboro Chapters of the DDJ and the Bogalusa Chapter,
as of October 9, 1965, was no longer contributing ten per cent
of their dues to the Jonesboro, headquarters!, and they were
only furnishing ten per cent of the initiation, fee. £T-3 < w
advisecpthat he uaidejrstoad that CHARLES SIMS, President of the(rV
Bogalusa Chapter of the DDJ had obtained approximately
$1,900.00 during a trip to the west coast, at which time he
made an appearance fn connection with the DDJ movement.

it was hisOn October 9,

—j^njOcto^er 26,, 1965, N0.'.'T-3 advise£lthat CHARLES^/

SIMS and ROBERfTHl&KS, member of the DDJ, had recently been
in New York in an effort to raise monev. for the Deacons, but
very little money had been collected. £T-3 stated /that it,was
his understanding that the current plans of the Deacons in
Bogalusa were to contact those individuals throughout the.
U. S. who have been active in fund raising for the Deacons
to obtain as much money as possible for the Bogalusa Chapter
in order to continue their activities in that community.

On October 1, .1965, NO T-l advised that CHARGES
SIMS had stated that the DDJs are bankrupt, even though he
and HENRY AUSTAN had received money to travel throughout the
country. According to T-l., SIMS stated the money had been
contributed to New Orleans flood victims in the name of the
Deacons, but that the money had been obtained from the BVL!
and at the present time there was a slight Intex’iial strife
going on between the BVL and the DDJs^̂ J yj

On October 23, 1965, NO T-1‘ advised that' at a
meeting held on October 21, 1965, at the ILA Hall in New
Orleans, which was attended by CHARLES SIMS, Bogalusa,
EARNEST THOMAS, Jonesboro, and AUBREY WOOD, New Orleans,
leaders of the DDJs, as well as members of the Sparticists
Club, HENRY AUSTAN spoke, and as a result aroused the ;m

8 i
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enthusiasm of the members present so that they went out
to the Negro community at New Orleans soliciting funds
and according to NO T-l collected a‘ considerable amount -of money for the f.igh't of the BVL and the DDJ in Bogalusa.

NO T-l stated that he does not know how much of
this money actually arrived in Bogalusa, as he stated
there have been fund drives in the past where considerable
amounts have been raised and only a small amount actually
turned in to the BVL and the Bogalusa Chapter .of the DDJ.
T-l stated that hd feels that SIMS and AUSTAN keep a good
portion of the money as traveling funds as they have been
doing for the past several months

NO T-l stated that HENRY AUSTAN was scheduled to
go to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on October 23, 1965, to
solicit funds in the Negro churches on Sunday morning for
the Bogalusa group

IU)

WEAPONS

On August 10, 1965, NO T-l advised that he does
not believe that the Bogalusa DDJ possesses any machine
guns, M-14 rifles, or g r e n a d e s H e advised that CHARLES--
SIMS, President of the Bogalusa DDJs, had purchased military
surplus arms at Rolan’s on South Rampart Street, New Orleans.
These purchases are believed to be 30.06 rifles and side arms,
and the only other equipment presently knowR/to be possessed
by the Bogalusa Deacons are walkie-talkies.£?*</

On August 21, 1965, NO T-l advised that it was his
understanding that a shipment consisting of three 3Q.06
rifles, three M-l carbines, two 4.10 shotguns, and two over
and under shotguns are to be delivered to. a member of the
DDJs at Bogalusa. He further advised that the Bogalusa
Deacons are scheduled to have target practd.ee on August 21,
1965, at a location approximately l\.miles north of Bogalusa
on the Varnado Road.

9
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On October 6, 1965, NO T-l advised that he had
heard that AUBREY WOODS, New Orleans member of the DDJ
supposedly had purchased a case of weapons for the Bogalpsa
Deacons, bqt jhe had no further information concerning this
equipment.

i

K ITT1.

On October 19, 1965, a representative of the
Alcohol Tax and Tobacco Unit, U. S. freasury > at Los Angeles,

advised that he had received information w&Uch indi-California,
e&ted I'that the Deacons at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, allegedly
received on, July 19, 1965, 420 machine guns that had been
manufactured in Czechoslovakia. ' i

On October 20, 1965, NO T-l advised that he had
not received any information from individuals whom he had
contacted which would indicate that the Deacons presently
had any automatic weapons in the State of Louisiana. Re
stated that he had heard that AUBREY. WOODS, President of the
DDJ in New Orleans, stated that the possibility exists that
automatic weapons could be obtained from California, which
weapons were not further described by WOODS; and these would
be sent to New Orleans

POSSIBLE VIOLENCE

On November 11, 1965, NO T-l advised that a meeting
had been held at the residence'jof ROBERT HICKS., Vice Presi-
dent of the BVL, at which time1 members. HICKS’ family,
CHARLES SIMS, President of the DDJ, JOJMIAMILTQN and JOHNNY j A
5PJMSEND, members of Congress of RacialEquality (CORE), and'~~ *

other members of the BVL were present.
At this meeting, a discussion >as held concerning

the possibility of bombing or burning stores in the 400
block of Columbia Street, Bogalusa, Louisiana, which is the
main shopping center. ROBERT HICKjS, at this meeting, said
he was in favor of attempting to .set up a group of local
people in Bogalusa to perform this violence; however, that i
this could not be done, there was a possibility or bringing^

>' i \ '
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people in from Chicago and Detroit with an "I don't care”
attitute, who would know how to set up plans and to
execute the destruction of stores on Columbia Street^}2<^ fjjj

NO T-l advised that he was advised that this plan
to destroy stores on Columbia Street was favored after HICKS
had realised what could be done if they could knock power
out in the Bogalusa area similar to the way it had been cut
off in £*he Northeast in the immediate past. HICKS said
that it would be necessary to have someone with experience
along these lines in order to knock out the powe^j^nd this
is where out-of-town people would be brought it. U

On November 10, 1965, NO T-l advised that HICKS
had mentioned tentative plans concerning the destruction
on Columbia Street to a meeting of Negro adults at the
Ebenezer Church on November 9, 1965. This plan was con-siderably toned down from what was discussed at the
previous meeting at HICKS’ residence; and, ,it was the
belief of the people present that this plan would not
materialize. T-j advised however that there was concern
over this fact, since it was believed there are some
individuals in the Negro community in Bogalusa who might
hear of this plan and believe that they could make use of
this plan, as individuals, or with a small group, and make
an attest at burning or destroying a store on Columbia
Street. (U)

ASSOCIATION WITH SUBVERSIVE GROUPS

I NO XrJTadvised on September 8, 1965, that MAXWELL
Jj/̂STANFORD̂ AifjiAYNES and JOffij/ANDERSON of. the Revolutionary*"

""'Action Movement(RAM) on^Adgust 31, 1965, had met with
EARNEST THOMAS of the BDJ at Jonesboro, Louisiana. These
individuals, according to T-Jdiscussed bringing the Deacons
and the RAMs along with the Organization for Black Power
together. STANFORD told THOMAS that if he would'agree tp
bring the Deacons into the groups, meaning RAM and Black
Power, THOMAS would have the support of these groups

Lfi -'
*
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Duringtha'discussion, STANFORD allegedly told
THOMAS that JESSlfc^GRAY, the leader of the Organization.

for Black Power, is supposedly going to obtain $30,000,00
and THOMAS could obtain $10,000 <,00 of this money. STANFORD
did not say when or how GRAY was to obtain this money(jggQ^At this meeting, STANFORD allegedly told THOMAS, that
it would be beneficial for him to attend a forthcoming Black
Power meeting being planned in Detroit, Michigan, over the.
Labor Day week end and that if he were present, he, THOMAS,
could become acquainted with some of those people involved
in their cause. STANFORD told THOMAS, according to the
informant,, that he, THOMAS, could put pressure on- militant
groups in the South and that he, STANFORD, would do the same
thing in the North. STANFORD indicated to THOMAS that he
wanted unity between the, groups and was of the belief that
they could assist one another. STANFORD .indicated that
pressure couid be applied to politicians, policemen,, and
anyone else where the situation called for such. STANFORD
stated if harm did come to any of their members that they
would retaliate and pressure would be put on people respon-
sible for this harm.|>^ >

"S

!U)
STANFORD advised THOMASDuring this discussion

he would be furnished money for his expenses in making this
trip to Detroit; and in a brief talk concerning SIMS from
Bogalusa, who supposedly has a group of the Deacons, there

a division or misunderstanding between THOMAS' appears to be
and SIMS.(£}!<,):u j

During this discussion, between' THOMAS and
STANFORD, THOMAS indicated that he had a training camp
someplace in Mississippi and that RAM member's and Black
Power me
trainingminers could be sent there for guerrilla-type

III]
THOMAS indicated he needed carbinesfor the Deacons

and STANFORD said he possibly could obtain such weapons for
him. STANFORD indicated a need for hand g?&hS|

^ - and THOMAS
that he possibly couldsaid, according to the informant,

obtain some for their use.(^ y.
(U)
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HOn September 7, 1965, NO T-6'advised]that a |TJ)
as held in Detroit, Michigan, over the Labor Daymeeting w

week end under the sponsorship of the Organization for
Black Power; and, at this meeting, there wer.e represen-

tatives of the RAM. According to the informant, GEORGE— * MERRITT and EARNEST THOMAS, members of the DDJ from
' Ĵonesboro, Louisiana, were in attendance.

According to the informant, THOMAS spoke at one
of the sessions of this conference, at which time, he
pointed out the tremendous need for/such groups as the
Deacons, with which he is affiliated, as well as the need
for protection for the many civil rights type groups and
Negjroes in the South. During his talk, THOMAS indicated
that the Deacons have a two-way radio hooked up and that
they have a supply of weapons available for their use.
THOMAS advised that he was not at liberty to divulge the
membership of the organization, the details of their
organization, or the amount of weapons available, or the
source from which these weapons were obtained.

$•

September 3, 1965, NO T-7 advisedjthat CHARLES0^|U)
ent of the Deacons at Bogalusa, Louisiana, had

fon
sldSIMS, Pres

received a letter from Spart&ci.sts in New Orleans; and
SIMS at that time stated that he did not want anything at
all to do with any Communist or Communist-type organization.
Informant stated that SIMS was afraid that the people in
Spartacists would try to take over the Deacons if SIMS
allowed them the use of the'name of the Deacons in their
activities. . 4',

advised^t-b^t, SIMS had bee
approached"by DOUCy^HAINLINE and MARKvKLEIN, who appeared
at SIMS:’ residence' in Bogalusa and requested permission
of SIMS to solicit moneyvfor the^fe
this time, the name Spafticists was
had been introduced to KLEINlby DOTTIEMANCE, whom SIMS
believed to be one o^ the persons acutally setting up an
office for the Spartacists in New Orleans.

NO T-T^further
eacons in Texas. At
s not mentioned.' T-7 stated SIMS.

« -=

U)-'- -
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October 27, 1965, NO T-8 advised/that CHARLES
ent of the DDJ, Bogalusa, Louisiana, spoke atSIMS, Pre

a fund raising affair for the Deacons at the Unitarian Church
Hall, Clinton and Filmore Streets,.3^$®^; Island, New York,
on October 23, 1965. SIMS spoke about the background of the
DDJs and the purposes for the organization.

The "Workers World," Volume 7, Number 20, page 3,
dated October 14, 1965, containing aq article captioned,
’’President Of Deacons For Defense To Spieak In New York,"
reflected that it was announced by RICTUEfojE SEUR, a friend
of the Deacons from the newly opened offib^of the Friends
of the DDJ (FDDJ), 271 West 125th, Room 209, .New York,. New
York, that CHARLES SIMS, founder of the DD4 and ROBERT
HICKS, Vice President of the BVL will speak in New York on
October 23, and October 25, 1965.

The meeting on October 23, 1965, will be at 8:30 PM
in the Unitarian Hall,. Clinton and Filmore Streets, West
Brighton, Staten Island, New York.

On October 25, 1965, a rally will be held at 8:00 PM
in Emanuel Church, 37 West 119th Street, New York City.

"The Worker," Volume XXX, Number 80, page 2, dated
October 24, 1965, contained an article captioned, ‘"Deacons 1'
President To Speak In New York," which set forth substantially
the same information as that contained in the "Workers World "
"The Worker" is a eas;t coast Communist newspaper.

On October 29, 1965, NO T-9 advised that CHARLES
SIMS, President of the Bogalusa, Louisiana, Chapter of the
DDJ, spoke at a meeting of the Buffalo Labor Forum, which
was held at the Buffalo Branch Workers World headquarters,
831 Main Street, Buffalo, New York. According to the infor-
mant, SIMS spoke concerning the background of the Deacons
and pointed out that the organization is not interested in
international politics, but is only interested in civil
rights

4
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(on November 23, 1965, NO T-4Q advised/
open forum sponsored by the Socialist Workers Party was •

held at Eugene V. Debs Hall, Room 25, 5927 Euclid Avenue,H
Cleveland, Ohio. At the conclusion of the meeting, HENRY
AUSTAN of Bogalusa, Louisiana, spoke and advised that he
was in Cleveland to organize a local ’̂Deacons For Defense”
Committee. According to the informant, AUSTAN stated that
he is not a nori-violent pacifist, but rather he believes
in violence on the part of the Negro in order to prptect
himself, even to the extent of armed violence.

TJ ithat an
A
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MISCELLANEOUS

[on August 23, 1965, NO T-l$ advisecT/that ROBERT(£%?HICKS, President of the Voters League in Bogalusa and
a charter member of the Deacons for Defense and Justice
(DDJ), and CHARLES SIMS, member of the DDJ in Bogalusa,
spoke at a dinner held in Detroit, which dinner' was held
for the Deacons of Bogalusa, Louisiana, and sponsored
by Group on Advanced Leadership. During this meeting
HICKS and SIMS talked about the experiences and background
of the civil rights struggle in Louisiana and told how
the Deacons came into being. At this meeting a collection
was taken up for the Deacons and $509.00 was turned over
to ROBERT HICKS.

m

The Ĉhicago Daily News," a Chicago, Illinois,
newspaper, issue of October 15, 1965 carried an article
captioned "Militent Negroes Here farming Armed Unit to
Fight the Klan." This article went on to relate that
EARNEST THOMAS,.a Deacons Vice President and full-timepaid national organizer, indicated that the Deacons
were organizing a Chicago chapter.

On October 25, 1965,, Se-rgeant SAM NOLAN, Human
Relations Section, Chicago Police Department advised
that no information had been developed by that Department
which would indicate that a chapter of the DDJ had been
formed in Chicago. Sergeant NOLAN advised that THOMAS
had reportedly attempted—to-interest various groups and
individuals in Chicago in forming a Chicago chapter but
had no success in these attempts.

*

On October 13, 1965,' RONALD BEDFORD was contacted
by Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the
vicinity of his residenceXonI I .

|of Boston, Massachusetts.' Concerning the
"Friends of the Deacons,” BEDFORD stated there were only
actually four members in the Boston group and he advised
that a number of people have attended various meetings
held by the Deacons but none have evidenced enough interest
to join or return to subsequent meetings. BEDFORD stated
that the group meets at the Boston Action Group Office,
384 BlueMLl. The purpose of this group is to raise money

b6
b7C
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to assist the Deacons of Bogalusa. BEDFORD stated that
it v/as desired that only Negroes should be admitted to
membership, but there is a white group of approximately
sixteen persons who are sympathetic to the "Deacons."

[On July 26, 1965, NO T- advised' that EARNE
THOMAS, Vice President and Chief Organizer of the DDJ
spoke at a reception oh July 24, 1965 in Berkeley
California, at a meeting sponsored by the Berkeley Chapter
of the Congress of Racial Equality. NO T-13 advised that
THOMAS said he was in the area to raise funds and that
the current aim of the Deacons was
membership into their organization.

-- ITT 1!
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REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

A source advised on September 9, 1964, that the
Revolutionary Committee of the Fourth International (RCFI)was also known as the Spartacist Committee and the Spartar
cist Group. This source described the RCFI as being com-posed of former members of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP)
who had split from the SWP and who'were led bynames Robertson.
This source stated that this political unit has its main cen-ter in New York City, where it publishes "Spartacist" on a very
irregular basis, but their formal meetings are held at leastonce a week.

A second source advised on March 4, 1964, that FarrellNational Secretary of the SWP, sent a letter to all SWPDobbs
branches in February, 1964, in which he advised that the expel-led leader of a minority faction of the SWP, James Robertson,
announced on February 10, 1964, that his faction would publicly
criticize the SWP and had followed this with a public organ
called **Spartacist" in which they attacked the SWP »

The July-August, 1964, issue of "Spartacist," in itsmasthead describes this publication as follows ”
bi-monthly by supporters of the Revolutionary Tendency expelledfrom the Socialist Workers Party." This masthead sets forththat the editor of the publication is James Robertson, and itsmain address is Post Office Box 1377, General Post Office, NewYork, New York.

... published7?

The SWP has been designated pursuant to
Executive Order 10450.

A P P E N D I X
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SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY -
NEW YORK LOCAL

J

A source stated on August 25, 1960, that the New
York Local (NYL) of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) was
founded during 1938 in New^ork City,

A second confidential source stated on April 8,
1964, that the NYL was affiliated with and followed the
aims and purposes of the National SWP „

.<

The SWP has been designated pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,

A- P P E N D I.X
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New Orleans, Louisiana
January /.0, 1966

•»

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
INC,

Title V

\
1

t*

Character RACIAL MATTERS

Reference Report of SA MAURICE A, KELUHER
dated January /0, 1966, at New '

Orleans, Louisiana
i

*.

All sources (except any listed belo^ whose identitiesare concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliableinformation in the past.

j

This document contains neither recommendations nor con-clusions of the FBI,
is loaned to your agency;
be distributed outside your agency.

It ..is the property of the FBI and
it and its contents are not to
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Memorandum DEILikSSirIDATION AUTHORITY DERIVED JRDE:

b6.FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION -GUIDE
DATE- 03-29-2018 EY: I b7C

* ' DATE: 1/11/66DIRECTOR, FBI(157-2466)f t
P.l

FROM
SAC, JACKSON (157-3465)(P)

ALL IN^pmiATION CONTAINEDHEDEINVIUNCLASSIFIED'
EXCSFJ^.'IVTSHOWN

, f OIHpWISEA#
SUBJECT:

^DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
, aka;

RM

S,?
DATE OP EEVIEW

Re Jackson letter to Bureau, 10/26/65 and Jackson
letter to San Francisco, 12/13/65, no cc Bureau.

00: New OrleansA Z-//-a- .V,
CDto

P V <P

^&\L-i Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of an LHM
with two copies for New Orleans and one copy for San Francisco.
One copy each is being forwarded to INTC, OSI, ONI, and
Secret Service, Jackson.

^ F~ X1/
to h
M3
/v tf *

_ —.'$DO- I H CL fcj
> H Si

^ S *3 jQ/
Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol (MHSP) and the

Jackson Police Department, Jackson, Mississippi, have been
advised of results in the LHM. b7DV as*•tv

The first source mentioned in the LHM is|
]and the third source is I

The sources were contacted by SA JAMES 0.fhe second source is
I(PROTECT). /

INGRAM. t

MissJAMES JACKSON,
was interviewed by SA CIARENCE G. PR0SPERE. b6* *

b7C

An information c§|.y is being submitted to
Francisco in view ofP'theif^interest in this matter#y x * r<cc-2i

San

O'
/CT7-

_
Bureau (157-2466)(Ehc^ 8)(RM)

2-New Orleans (157-32^-)(Enc.Z)(RM)
1-San Francisco (Enc*^.)(RM)
4-Jackson

0

iut£Lsus&*&*xs Gscawttcad b3
& b7D '

0.57-3465^ KU 1! U) fi JAN 171966\ f b7E
jii/jy
J OSI.SEOSES,*:

rr -yfsD, CED.AGSL OAGENCY:

DATE FOE
DVif AT HOW FUSVV

lU/-
BYu“

JOl/sjw JPN.(9) -JL:?co a ec808 UB|2
* J
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JN 157-3465
LEADS:

NEW ORLEANS

At Bogalusa, Louisiana

Will, through sources, continue to advise the
Jackson Division of any Deacons reportedly traveling to
Mississippi for meetings or attempting to form chapters
in Mississippi*

JACKSON

At Jackson, Mississippi

Will maintain contact with sources to obtain
background concerning organization of Deacons of Defense
and Justice. If chapters in Mississippi organized, will '

attempt to determine leadership, strength of members,
activities, as well as arms acquired.

Will attempt to determine potentiality for violence
or any outside influence on members or chapters if formed.

i
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(NITED STATES .DEPAKTME$T JUSTICE 1
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. January,
' i£» 19tfe

r

• • *

» «i In Reply,Please Refer to , .
File m:.
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BEACONS Or DEFUSE. AID JUSTICE, INCORPORATED- RACtAE; MATTERS
<
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' • !% ©n November 10 V.

'

'1965. Detective Sergeant Philip.

. j' Ea jjlruzz®, Daly 'City., CaMforhia Police Department, advised
a Special Agent of the FIT'

, that ;he had been informed that
s ©n jthe previous -day a®; individual representing the Deacons
’’ Fot Defense and Justice'

" appeared as a speaker at the College"’
> of San Hate®, San . Mateo,- ::CalifdrRiac'

’'
. At the , time of the

jispeaker us appearance* "a; handbill - . was , passed out t® th@se
in attendance indicating the -organization is located at
||319]| North Pine Street,; NatchezMisslssippio" A- copy of
the1’ handbill was pad© available : and it is set forth as

;; followsi ; : /;
• cr- .J •

K * 1
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§BDAC@1S ' FOR DEFOB9'"ft WTICE
'“T -1; J; v f ‘

• *”31^=N®rth Fine S t r e e t
"

i '/.t
•
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1t t i.
* .
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Natchez, Missi$sippit

V
Tv /-;i -;5 .*. >> i- # » *

!°©ct@feerm.,. 1965
?. -i

. • 1 -» <
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i-•-l,uT@ ' WHOM tf MAY CpCERI s

': •w
%

:;

\
' r i' ;V1'!;!5letause iof recent violence ip Natchez - and Adams C@uPty,

•it beeai®e necessary for the Negro citizens to organize
.!*• chapter - ®f Beacons . for .Beiense of ' Jnstice 0 The purpose
of this organisation 'is, t© ...protect the lives and property

;l@£ the gegf ® citizens froia;hooded n’ight riders, and members
?®£ iychMO^ganigrat-idpa': . -®® the' -In ; --lluk ^ian, whose objective
:ii t© deprive’ t h§.- h i s i'd i î l -i t i g h t s • by -violence,
jinti»idati®n» feislblng -and •dither .%i®idht8 act® e

/He ; are in need of funds to . purchaseTsuch items as Walkiejfallies # ifeadi©
'

Equipment, .llnifork Equipment and Cars that
areiradio equipped to patrol' the negfo neighborhood „
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BEACONS OF DWEHSE MB' JUSTICE, D*C«PORAtEBF IU)
!: Any ! eontrifeufcifeu that y@u give will fee greatly appreciated.

Make ail cheeks, m@m©y ©r.ders payable t© the latches
Sportsmen Club. The name ’“Sportsmen Club’8 is used in ©rder
t® obtain. a Mississippi seat© charter. - -

8,>T®urg truly,

• 88!ATCHEZ
'

CHAPTER OF DEAC01S FOR
,

.
--MFEISI AID JUSTICE
90JAOMBg JA«S@18 FRESIDHT39

Sergeant La
'
'Brisaso stated that based @ra informs

feion he had received, n© mention was mad® ®f purchase ©£
guns in the leaflet, h@w®v©r, during the course ©f the
Speaker8s appearance, he -indicated ' that any donations
received weald fee m®d among ©ther things £®r the purchase
©£ firearms £®r, self-defense

i:

i;

i

r .

i-
£

i
:t

o,•

t-:
Sergeant L®, ®rui^® stated that the leaflet

contained a, telephone• number
tailed £®r farther information.

r b6I f̂eich 'wm t©«v
b7Cf

e
i;

L-
Oia l®v®iafe@r 1©9 1965 Mr. William J0 Walsh,

tsean,
@£ Men and Coordinator ©£ Student Activities, College

of San Mate©8 advised a Special Agent ©f the FBI that ©m
the previous day an individual- had appeared as a speaker
®n the campus fro® captioned organisation. H® stated that
the appearance had been. cleared fey th© college9 however,
he knew nothing of the details .©£ the . talk.

.Bfeo Erie ®!®t£man, Co-ordinator ©f Curriculum
Evening College,'and Faculty Chairman, Faculty“Student
Civil lights CcSraiitte®, College ®£ San Mate®, advised ©n
ijovemfeer 10, lf®5 that @n the previous day 'fhomasmtokes9

representing im4^P@a©@m§ , £®r Defense and Justice had
appeared as a speaker ©nth© campus. Catfcman stated that
$t@keasu appearance was unsp@ias®r©d8

' however, he had been
introduced fey th© Chairmanj>£ .

'the Faculty-Student Civil
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

Rights Club and had been in the company of Clifford
Boxley, a student at the College of San Mateo* Mr* Gattman
stated that at the time Stokes requested permission to
speak on the campus* a check had been-made by the college
with responsible personnel of the local National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). Through
this organization, they had been advised that the Deacons
for Defense and Justice Were legitimate and -responsible
individuals, however, they personally did not agree with,
the goals or their proposed use of arms for self-defense.As a result, it was decided by college officials to permit.
Stokes to speak, however, permission to appeal for funds
was denied.

Gattman stated that he was present during the
entire speech by Stokes and that after listening to him
talk, he was convinced that Stokes was sincere and felt
that he made a good impression. He advised that Stokes*
statements appeared to be responsible with the exception
of one statement in which he indicated that the % Klux
Klan had infiltrated "every phase of American government."

Gattman stated that Stokes respected the college's
request that he not appeal for funds, however, during the
question and answer period did state that the men in the
organization carried guns but would not. use them first,
however, would defend their lives if necessary. Stokes
was asked where he obtained firearms and he replied that ~

this information was secret and that he could not tell.
Gattman furtherstated that there was no direct

statement that donations ôuld be used for the purchase
of firearms, however, based on the questions asked Stpkps
it would be possible for someone to believe this was -
implied.

*3-
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

On November 10. 1965 it was determined that
is listed to C> M>>.Boxley,

1« California.

L
J 9 b6

b7C
Telephone Number —> 4« t - **

—Jame^Jacks;on,_I
Mississippi, advised on December 6, 1965 that he is
employed at the Economy Barber Shop, 319 North Pine
Street, Natchez, Mississippi and he has been active in
civil rights demonstrations and marches held in Natchez
daring August through October, 1965.

b6
b7C

Jackson stated that he has a relative, exQct
relationship unknown, by the name of Clifford Bosley,
who resides in Redwood, California. Jackson stated he
did not know the exact address, but when he was asked if
this was C. M. Boxley who resides at I

L California, he stated this was the same
individual and is the correct address of Clifford Boxley.
Jackson stated Boxley has been living in California for
the past six years and is employed by the "Youth Council”
on which he could furnish no further details.

b6
b7C

:/

in
A\ Jackson stated Boxley has recently been to

Natchez to visit as Boxley was originally from Natchez.
During this visit, Boxley and Jackson thought of the
idea of preparing a letter for dissemination, and upon
viewing a copy of- a letter captioned, "DEACONS FOR
DEFENSE AND JUSTICE" dated October^, 1965, and signed
"NATCHEZ CHAPTER OF DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
JAMES JACKSON, PRESIDENT," Jackson stated that he and
Boxley had composed this letter and that to his knowledge,
there was only one copy of this letter made vrtiich tfas
carried to California by Boxley -when Boxley returned to
California. Jackson stated that when Boxley returned
to Californias^hat a friend’ ofhis (JACKSON?.s), by the
name of RICHARppLEWIS, accompanied' Boxley to California
and that^acksOn paid the expenses of Lewis and Boxley.

, r. .

!

J
\
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

After arrival in California, Boxley gave a 1957 Oldsmobile
to Lewis to return to Jackson. Jackson stated that then
he paid the expenses of Lewis to return th|automobile
to Natchez and that he presently has this 1957 Oldsmobile
in his possession.

- in)

Jackson stated that he does not know if
Boxley had copies of the letter prepared by them made
in California and then disseminated these in California.
Jackson pointed dot that to date he has received no money
for the Deacons dfr Defense and Justice.

Jackson stated that he did not know anyone by
the name of Thomas Stokes and he had no information
regarding Stokes- making a speech at the College of
San Mateo, San Mateo, California. Jackson stated that
the identity of Stokes was possibly known to Clifford
Boxley.

Jackson stated that actually there was no
organization of the Deacons 0f>r Defense and Justice in
the Natchez area, but that he carried himself as the
president of that organization, which does not actually
exist.

Chief of Police E. E. Johnson, Columbia;
- Mississippi Police Department, advised' on October 29, 1965
that he has made inquiries concerning the Deacons of
Defense and Justice and he|ias received no pertinent
information concerning- the organization.

Sheriff J. C. Knippers, Walthall County,
Mississippi, advised that he has contacted numerous sources
in his county and around .Tylertown, Mississippi and he
has obtained no information that chapters of the Deacons
of Defense and Justice|are being organized.-

«5
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCQRPORATEDbUJmBO^
Andrew Smith, Sheriff, Holmes County, Lexington,

Mississippi,, advised on November 18, 1965 that he has
received no information that there are any Deacons of
Defense and Justice chapters in Holmes County.

Reverend Robert Beech, National Council of
Churches, 522 Mobile Street, -Hattiesburg, Mississippi
advised op December 13, 1965 there were no chapteis-ef
the Deacons of Defense and Justice in Forrest County,
Mississippi to his knowledge.

[A source who has furnished reliable information
in the past and who is familiar with some phases of the
Deacons of Defense and Justice advised on November 29,
1965-Jthat to his knowledge, there are no chapters formed
within the State of Mississippi. [The spurce was re-
contacted on January 7, 1966 and he advisedjhe has
obtained no pertinent information regarding the Deacons
of Defense and Justice.

1U)

(U)

IA second source, who has furnished reliable
information in the past, advised on January 4, 1965jthat .
there is no Deacons of Defense and Justice organization in
the State of Mississippi.-

j^A third source, who has furnished reliable
information in the past, advised on January 10, 19667that
there is no organization or chapters in existence in the ’

State- of Mississippi^ This source advised he is in
daily contact with Negro civil rights workers.
This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the, FBI
and is loaped to your agency; it and its contents are
not to be distributed outside your agency.

ao
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SAC, UQU Orleans (157-3290) 1/21/66

Directed FBI(157-2**66) 1 - Mr. Murphy

62D2AC0KS OF DEMISE AIID
JlJ3‘rICEZ2n^0 5̂irSKD_
RACIAL I-lAxTSES

/

/
s " ^ '

Rerep of SA Maurice A*. ICellihor dated 1/10/66 at
Eevi Orleans* Your attention is directed to Bart 1* Paso 102*FBI Handbook which requires the submission of seven copies
of investigative reports regarding racial matters*

It is noted* however* that reports regarding
captioned organisation are disseminated to seven government
agencies at the Seat of Government*

In view of the foregoing* in the future you are
instructed to submit to the Bureau nine copies of investigative
reports or letterhead memoranda • regarding this organisation.

\

»
\
%

BPM:sss _ -w
NOTE:

Deacons of Defense and Justice communications are
disseminated at the Seat of Government to the three military
intelligence agencies, Civil Rights and Internal Security
Divisions of the Department, and the Community Relations
Service at the request of that agency* \

v //#,, 2' W-
\*

J JAN 2119Q$Tolson
DeLoach —Mohr
Casper
Callahan —Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan —Tavei
Trotter
Wick
Tele. Room
Holmes

0M
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

„g/n'/'HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .

DATE RY S£Ljj*^\V
pn _

TELETYPE UNIT I -lMAIL ROOMand 1

A
A



r .
7 UNITED STATES GOV«fc

Memorandum

^-
i<=

5010-109

tMENT

'TO DIRECTOR, FBI(157“2466) 1/31/66DATE:/
)!

SAC, LOS ANGELES(l57“llS4)(P*)ou
if

lEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICESUBJECT:. 'EM
00: New Orleans

J

Re Los Angeles letter to Bureau dated January 7,
1966; Bureau 0~7 dated January 17, 1966.

r»

1

Enclosed for the Bureau is an original and seven
copies of a letterhead memorandum concerning information
received from Agent RAY DOYLE, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax
Unit,(ATTU)U. S. Treasury Department, Los Angeles,
copies of the LHM are being designated for the Office of
Origin, New Orleans, And one copy for Dallas, inasmuch as
the Dallas Office of the ATTU covers Louisiana. One copy
each is also being sent to OSI;. Maywood, California, FIO,
Los Angeles and Secret Service, Los Angeles.

This LHM is being classified confidential because
this information could possibly identify the ATTU source.

Three

(A3/~ Bureau(Ends.
“ - Dallas(Enel. l)(RM)
2 - New Orleans(l57~3290)(Encls. 3)(RM)
2 ~ Los Angeles
RNT:maw

- 1

(8)
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE /£7-5</£(i-REC-81 522E2

3 FEB 3 1966
: AC3T,om,(T^C.

^ ’'* p k * S t f* *} flk&OnA

jg/c —>

>>

V/?.
r'

I
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply,Please Refer to
File No. Los Angeles, California

January 3l> 1966

DEA0ONS OP DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE

On December 20, 1965, a representative of the
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit', U. S. Treasury Department,
Los Angeles, California, advised that no further information
has been received concerning the shipment of machine guns
from the Czechoslovakian.Firearms Manufacturer to the Deacons
of Defense and Justice.

He said that it mpy'.take several months to obtain
the details of this transaction

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI,- It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; It and its contents are not
to be distributed outside yqur- agency.

I

i

DECLASSIFIED BY
ON 0 I .

CONFS5BNTIAL

dBetrr-r
Excluded from—au-tematic

de-o1as&l-ficat±on

I D7
EHCLOSUfibL I
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NO.

UNITED STATES GOVERN * •jLMr ranMar'vrrvcr.'Vr-
ff Mr. T'hon $4j Mr. IkEnactfC-|I Mr. Mohr
I Mr. O.r>por...

Mr. C "llrJian
DIRECTOR, FBI(157-3022) DATE: JAN 1 4 1966 I Mr. Ccr.rad

|•’jv

ALL
HEREIN IS UNCL ÎFlfeV
DATE f^ZA*ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER (OBP) " \":v:

RM w\ftrre£A y " - . IKSIW8
(00:NY) 1 M,*rr Gandy

IMemorandum — f
»r v

TO

SAC, WFO (157-583)(P)FRO;

O <

SUBJECT

On 1/7/66, [
|,(protect

identity-has furnished reliable information in the past),
advised that he has m aily'V^^.

. Present
l̂ planŝ for the nfund raising r

for the benefit of tt^w|^ac1diTg:~T,or Defencê ,and..Justice
plans call for the rally'to be held^Sunday, February 27, 1966^
at 8:00 p.m. in the WUST Radio Station, 815 V|Street, N.W _

Washington, D.C. I 1 stated ERNEST/fTHOMASj of ^heTDeacons'’
is now in Chicago and has indicated he approves of the rally
in D.C. and plans to attend.
four or five persons (not known to

^-the entertainer, will attend as will Congressman/ADAM_CLAYT0N
POWELL,of New York City. These men will participate in the
program at WUST. Congressman POWELL's administrative assistant
(name not known) will also attend.

b7D s
\V

« 9 aU
THOMAS will be accompanied by

1). DICK/GREGORY,
Si'
Vs*\%\I/r%r%J, . 4OAV »

* ;
*

/s'/ -3 y6 £> li;
IVhlD* ,

stated further as follows:f

NOT KES00BIW
The rally will be open to the g e n e r a l $9 6 6 ‘

advertisements will be placed in public places.' Anyone may
attend, and no admission will be charged. A free**^!!-*"̂ *

offering will be solicited inside WUST at theially.

V'

£> i

>k
"IFm51l Xi

6>- Bureau
2 - Chicago (157-678)(RM)
2 - Detroit (157-958)(RM)
2 - New York(157-1469)(RM)
2 - Ne\£ Orleans (157-
2 - Philadelphia (157-1508)(RM)
4 - WFO

)(RM)

(1- >
b7C(1- 157-425)(ACT)

(1- 157-237)(LIAISON)
'1 c-:d&w’

1 X i i f &'V
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WFO 157-538 i
»
I

Invitations to attend the rally will be sent to the
leaders of ACT and Organization for Black Power (OBP) in
Philadelphia, New York City, Detroit, and Chicago„ These plans
have not been made final. However,' these leaders will be re-
quested to be in Washington, D.C. on the morning of February
27, 1966, to permit a meeting of these leaders for the purpose
of discussing future plans of the OBP. These plans have not
been completed.

t* $ •

4

There is no idea how many persons from outside of
Washington will attend the meeting and rally.

Contact will be maintained with
further plans for the meeting and rally.

i

to ascertain b7D
i

!•
i

t
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DERIVED FROM:
I ATJTWA1IC DECIASSiriCATIOJ GUIDE
,TE OS-30-201S
LASSiriCATIOM

BY:[
*4 »4.

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
MEMORANDUM

$ DIRECTOR, FBITO: 1/31/66^ \
b-/ .WTFRQM: SAC, NEWARK

I•>

SUBJECT: THE DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
RM
Newark File 157-1922Bureau File 157-2466
JOHN BROWN COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE
IS - C
Newark File 100-48717Bureau File 100-

I
11/15/65$%/{

was recontacted re above organization and its
trip to Harpers Ferry on 1/10/66 and advised he had no, further
information and had secured no further informatio
identities of the leaders or members in New York.)

Re Pittsburgh airtel to Bureau dated

X
b7D

egarding the
JH

J-3M

oo

im
{ S

I -CL^H ~ Sf oo

,,JU— Bureau (RM)
2 — New Orleans (157-3290)(RM)2 - Pittsburgh (157-42S)(RM)1 - New York (157-1542)(Info)(RM)2 - Newark

*/ <£d~ 10%,R EC-19 16 7- wsssssssa «««*?*«

FEB 2 1966
JRLrks
(10) ya

‘Up-frCLASS.& EXT.'EY
REASON - FCIM
DATE OP BEVIEW

_
J A3l/;.•?)& J\ ' **«

* * J

L



^7 DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
b6FBI AUTOMATIC EEFLASSIFICATION GUIDE

DATE 08-30-2018 b7CBY:[-36 (Rev. 5^2-64)

* #
F B I

Date: 1/31/66

Transmit the following in
ype in

AIRTELVia
( Priority)

I
DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)

(157̂
TO:

)
s'

SAC, CHICAGO (157-572)
(157-840)

UBJECT:1 DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED""

FROM:y
NS
u ALL INFotytATI

HEREIN IS
EXCEPT WH:om-mmsi

CONTAINED
JASSIFIED '

SHOWN
!0 RM

(ORGANIZATION)

Pi 1 /o EARNEST THOMAS|r
Efvo f * :

fii
RM

j'- t
«Sa| Rerayajbtel to Bureau, 12/10/65; and report of

SA MAURICE A. KELLIHER 1/10/66, at New Orleans captioned,
"DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED, aka - RM."

On the dates indicated, tjtie following advised
that no information has been developed which would indicate
that a chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc.j

(DDJ7, has been formed in Chicago. They also advised that
there has been no indication that EARNEST THOMAS, who is
associated with the DDJ is presently in Chicago, nor has
there been any indication that he has been in Chicago
within the past several months:

f •

H BH
K?cc cB

} .v

ft)V
&«

3c , l
y\Bureau (RM)

(1 - 157-
Cf

)(EARNEST THOMAS)
3 - New Orleans (157-3290)(DDJ)(RM)

(1 - 157- ) (EARNEST THOMAS)
2 - WFO (Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc.).^RMfr^B 2
3 - Chicago

(1 - 157-413)
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CG 157-572

157-840 iU )

LYNWOOD HARRIS, Human Relations Section,. Chicago
Police Department, 1/6 & 31/06j

], who has furnished reliable informatio
b7Din the past, 1/25/66;

r (protect)', who has furnished
reliable information in the 1 past, 1/27/66;

(protect .1
I Chicago.' Illinois.I

LEADS

NEW ORLEANS
1

AT NEW .ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. Will furnish Chicago
any information received concerning any indication that a
chapter of the DDJ may be organized in Chicago.

WASHINGTON FIELD

AT WASHINGTON, D. C. By letter to the Bureau dated
1/5/66, from Washington'"Field' captioned, "Organization for
Black Power - RM”, Washington Field advised that on 12/15/65,

b7D
3

UprouecTc i<aentityj) , wno nas
furnished reliable information in 'the past, advised that the
DDJ had recently organized an office in Chicago...ft

f

Washington Field re-interview concerning
any information tlsfc he has which would indicate that a chapter
of the DDJ has actually been formed - in Chicago.

b7D

CHICAGO
i

AT CHICAGO., ILLINOIS. Will continue to be alert
for any information concerning/ the opening of *J!£/ Chicago

_ chapter, of.the. DDJ, and the Bureau and New Orleans will be
kept fully informed of developments in this matter.

«3» «30
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Mr. Tolso
Mr. DeLoach
Mr. Mohr.

Mr. Wick
Mr. Casper-
Mr. Callaha
Mr. Conra<

Mr. Felt.
Mr. Gal
Mr. BoseAXRIEL
Mr. Sullivan

2/4/66 Mr. Tav<

Mr. Trotter.
Tele. Boo:TO? DIRECTOR FBI

SACs WFO

xif?Amm OF DEFENSE MD JUSTICE, INCORPORATEDm
Wile 157-2466
WFO flic 157-794 (P)

Miss Holme

Z VAo

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEDHEREIN IS UNO’ ŜIFIED
DATE ZU &W .seLvi'/

Ei&nssT mmsm
Wile 157-WFQ file 157-801 (P> 7

f ReCfliCSg© gjlrtal dat(?.d 1/581 /66 fca .n'fry:r.v\ ftoafrfea
Ora g/A/ f t S . I CO \ib7D ^c s r>,(protect Mo identify)

d as fjt 11 »asa sramichad reliable teforsatiesa 1st the pactff statedfollowss \ i
\l,

\EEIEST TB&SAS of the Doaeeao of Defence end Justice •

1

(BODJ) hoo been In Chicago» Illiss®io8 for ceaaQ tiao end reportedlyhas organized a Chapter ©f the BOBJ in the 5iMegro Ghetto*3

of CMcageo TECHAS has indicated that he can case to WashingtonDcC, for the "fund raising” rally to fee held at the WUST RadioStation8 @n 2/26/66e frsm 5s00 po00 to 8s00 p0su Originally the
\- *(*-* 7

( j p - Bmrctam
(1-157-3022) (OBP)

0 - Chicago (HSlv
(1-157-572) CD9D.7) (157-678) (QBP)
Cloi 1 VCracaAS) (157-

N|
\

area
I 9

><§*2 - Philadelphia (Info) (iSi)
(1-157-1508) (OBP) b6

b?C Q7 - WFG
§

b7D(1̂
XACT ) (1-157-237) (LIAISON SOURCES) 3

(1-157-461) (RAH)
(1-157-425) (ACT)
(1-157-563) (0B?)

EX; 109REC-6
HiSKssaeh
0») /S'/^
ASKEEL

4 - How Orleans (Si)
(1-157-3290) CB0BJ)<1-157-4 - Hew York (BH)

8
I) CESNEST mms)

(14 P (JESSE GRAY)
(1-157-1469)£($BP)

q/ jO
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for 2/27/668 at the soma Ĵ ce 0

plans are not complete as t© the program and who will-be ©nthe
program*, Congressman. ADM CLMTOIB^CI ÊLLa and DICK GRW/Q

©n the progresso Others uho pldm to attend are JESS^Q
A^ioad of the Organization For Black Pother(OBP) and_ LA¥BM
fL^IDST0 The number of prsexto who will be invited to attend a
meeting ©si 2/26/66'at W£?S7‘ of Megr© leaders la the OBP has not
been finalized 0 This meeting is to discuss possible future plans
of OBP o Use meeting will be held frem absut 9s8G a0»o to 2s00 p022o
on 2/26/6 c to be attended fey invitation only/' It will not
include any members of SM 0

event had been pi the

xrtll 4 /J
RAY9

fIf!. S

^ *

i1
*S >*

The”fund raising” rally for the benefit of DOBJ will
be publicized in ¥ashington&D„ c newspapers and will raise
funds fey “free will offering” ©r sale of admission tickets
depending ©n the type of permit available from the District of
Columbia permit authorities* There ip n© DOM ©^aiizatim in

I wants to prevent the DOBJ
sponsor

V

b7D¥asMngt©a8DoCe at present and I
from organising in XLCo hy having the ACT group in 3D0C0
the “fund raising” rally on 2/2 /£6P

Copy ©f this, being sent Philadelphia ao OBP leaders
there may be invited to attend the 2/26/66 meeting in DoCo

LEAD

UASHXKSEQa FIELD OFFICE

AT WASHINGTON„ PBCo Contact will be maintained with
has premised to b7Dt© ascertain final plans which

furnish when completed 0

WFO will submit iafersiatien fees in a UM
vfmn final piano for the rally on 2/26/66 feeceme tea. b7DL <

t
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*2Tolson —S’ ' DeLoach .* ,

m j r -
Casper

A4-3 (Re„v. 1-27-&6) p t>s *
A. ^
«r

s ,, Cjmahan
£pnrad _

'Spelt
*

D E C O D E D C O P Y Sullivanfo£
Tavel Ji—t—Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

r AIRGRAM CABLEGRAM aRADIO TELETYPE fr

£3s/*, Vrr/ f
J&ytQ < '[&

* vR«*1
Crf. URGENT 2-8«66 7:01PM

T0\D IRECTuR

FROM NEW ORLEANS 082322

1"»

i '*

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINER;

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 6^
DATE 2 -A . g».

SPEECH MATTERS. /
1

OF SUBJECT OFGilTT2FlTIĜ
LETTER DATED FEBRUARY ij., 1966 RECEIVED NEW ORLEANS

"

OFFICE FEBRUARY 8, 1966 FROM EXECUTIVE SECRETARY JUSEPH Pr~HENRY,
JR.BEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE^ MM— NEW ORLEANS, _LQU.LS.LANA
REQUESTING SAC OR SOMEONE FROM "YOUR LEGAL STAFF REPRESENT

YOU" AT A PUBLIC DEBATE ON LAW AND C I T I Z E N S H I P ON FEBRUARY 10,19&
nsJEW ORLEANS*

9

LETTER S T A T E D SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE, T^E

MAYOR,.CORE, NAA6P AND M I S S I S S I P P I FREEDOM D E M O C R A T I C P-ARTY
I

REPRESENTATIVES WOULD BE PRESENT.
T H I S LETTER B E I N G ORALLY ACKNOWLEDGED, A D V I S I N G MR. HENRY TMefT

DUE TO HEAVY WORK COMMITMENTS I W I L L BE UNABLE TO ATTEND
•»

OR SEND A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FBI AND HE W I L L BE OFFERED

COPIES OF THE PAMPHLET "THE FBI,GUARDI AN OF C I V I L R I G H T S". UACB-9
4

M CREC- 57 -7' M r >

R E C E I V E D: 7:24P M D L H l >
^ F E B W

tuot.'fet L.1.
‘ * • *1a . I4 L.•.<1

l i0 T £r*k* u Ur* iw «k 01- !

i L:
/k If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably

paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.
/
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|Mr, Totem
J[ Mr. DeLcach —; * Mr. Mohr..

\ Mr. Wick
Mr. Caspar
Mr. CallaVan -

Mr. Conrad....
Mr. Felt
Mr. Gale
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Mr. Sullivans*
Mr. Tavel
Mr. Trotter—-
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Miss Holmes....
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] tin© âisiag speillf 05 s@8s©«&sl@dl f@i? .

3/2@/@®o iffi ©o C0 9 T5?iaS Met fe© feaM fiosr ISa®
of tb» BDffo Sto affaig- r̂n to £@2? ®§ tto Was3klHS§to05

©o OiaFfeog of fus? as p&aas feaw®!©@® toa@34<> S^^if WGBUtA
will hmm®s to offi® of tto £m the g’sis&ag
soil?" ia Waoihiagtoag D« <803 e& laii© Station. - VflMo

b7D

©s msi a© JSiDd'staled $&®s© a©® a© BM
©g’gaai&a^i©® ia W©@Ia&E^t@% ®0 <So If© teFttos* iatoto&e&t&om totog

fife® ffllo

b7D
^ ;

i

mm .i '••
if

HB %$mmmmn s>0 ©a mu t&iim m& ®t
%/2&/ @®g is lia;te©© uitfe i
ap©^®5Ffe ®©ffi©©2Taiffig SHOES? fBOBfeABo

b7D
b &®8 <>.!

!

ii

i:
V

'1

, i

i

r

",

;i

i

i i

, 1 '

« 2 -

i



1 ": .

BY : [

* 5-22-04 J b6i ,

Vb7C1<4 DATE 08-30-201#* - 44*

F B I

Date: >- ^ ^ %- y c
Transmit the following in

e )

A I R T E LVia
( Pr ior i t y )

L

YB1 (157-2468)
(157-
(157-*572)
(157-840)

SUBJECTS BEACONS OF DEFENSE
' AND JUSTICE 9 INCORPORATEDm.
/ (mamiZATIQR)

TO : DIRECTOR 9 fALL INF^TM ÔincOKIAIHED
HEREIN T <? ’MlissiEIEO'
EXCEPT WHERFEHOWN
OTHERWISE '

FROM : SAC CHICAGOA
k .t

S- „

.vN
A

EARNEST THOMAS CLASS. MtT.
REASOll - FSI1
BATE OE BEV$

Remyairtels to Bureau dated 12/10/65, and 1/31/66 ,
•v " /7and Washington Field airtel to the Bureau dated 2/17/66.

Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of a LHM ,
three copies for Nev; Orleans , and two copies for Washington
Field concerning captioned matter. -

EM
5

2 t l

B
«
13

Referenced Washington Field airtel advised that
^ information was received on 2/16/66, that EARNEST THOMAS of

the Beacons of Defense and Justice , Incorporated (DDJ) has^ an office at 4054Cremak , Chicago, Illinois, office telephone
521-6413. There is no Cremak Road in Chicago and this

Nt apparently should foe Cermak load.
&

h"*? . J c;m
C' -

•Al i . Li b6
2A telephone call to Chicago telephone number~1 was made by SA LILANB G * RICHIE on 2/24/66, and

an operator advised that this number has been discontinued
" V anc* caHs fQ:r this number are being taken by ROSE MARIE

ntis

k b7C^ * I

\ IpH r>
Po
7/4 H

'^ o &: r< HI- Q>
& ^

- Bureau - (Enel. 9) (BM) (1 - 157-EARNEST THOMAS)- New Orleans (157-3290) (Info.) (Enel , 3) (RM)
(Deacons of Defense and Justice, ' Incorporated)
(1 - 157-SRNEST THOMAS)

2 - Washington Field (Enel . 2) (RM) (Info,.)
(1' - 157-794) (DDJ) (Info , ) . (1 - f

3 - Chicago (1 - 157-413)
hGRtfM '

j
OP '

B
OV
W^ ’

b6
b7C

I (EARNEST THOMAS) .

<"- / /3 17 »OUIH>

© MAR £ 1966& V\

JS§KSved: kvr*Sent Per

5 9W11W6§7f “

win (Charge
if # - > t
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CG 157-572 jaffitroefflC m
I, Chicago, telephone

b6
b7CLOVE,

number[ 1.
Chicago files reveal that on 6/1/82, the[

^

(protect -requested) adVxsed that the Chevrolet automobile with/ 1962
Illinois License Numberl

b6%|, issued to EOSE MARIEXLOVE,_ 1, Chicago, was parked in the Vicinity
where the annual convention of the Nation of Islam was being
held on 2/25/62, at Chicago.

b7C
b7D

On 2/24/66, ROBERT RUSSELL,
L Chicago, advised SAs JOHN P0 O'BRIEN and RICHIE that

he is the janitor at 4054 West Cermak Road, Chicago,
stated there is no office of . the DDJ at 4054 West Cermak
Road and EARNEST THOMAS has never resided at this address
and he is not personally acquainted with THOMAS
KIRK, male, Negro, age|
by the General Motor Corporation, Electro-Motive Division.
lf-.n-.-1- Til ^ J -• -1 _ 1 _ i. I [b fox; r / / ,

He b6
b7C

CLAUDELL
I, weight 180 pounds, employed

McCook, Illinois, resided at [
approximately three months and he was evicted six weeks'""'
ago because of nonpayment of rent. His current address is
not known but he has a brother, first name unknown, who is
employed by the Post Office at 2300 South Pulaski, Chicago.
RUSSELL stated that on several occasions he had noticed that
KIRK had received mail from EARNEST THOMAS and literature
concerning the DDJ.

r c

Chicago\files reveal the following is the identification
record of CLAUDELLYKJRK, male, Negro, bornf^ \ at Birmingham, b6
Alabama^ FBI Number^ , received from the IHeirtffication

"Division of the FBIWashington, D.C., under the date of
8/25/58:

>
b7C

Contributor of
Fingerprints

Name and Number Arrested or Charge Disposition
Received

' L'£]Mu\KmKPD Chicago 11/11/48 robbery 12/27/48
Ind Dec
Term
1948GJ

Ill
b6
b7C

AV

~ 2 -
(U)
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CG l$7-572 fU)

* Contributor of
Fingerprints

lassie and lumber Arrested or Charge Disposition
Received ''' •

W •an

I‘ f -
Cook Co Jail
Chicago Ill

8‘/18/52 8/28/52 bail
given MC

103-1' QiC.
Weapon
aslt to GJ $30000
kill
(robb)

CLAIHBB KM

;|0/31/52
V

CLAUDSIiL KIRKPD Chgo 111

11/3/52 robb aslt 2/4/53
to kill

Co Jail
Chicago 'Ill

KIRK
sent to
pent *y b6

b7C
2/4/53SP Joliet

HI •

RobGLMTDELL. KIRKI Armed 2-7 yrs

3/9/53
trans fr
Joliet

SPen Pontiac
Ill

CLAUDELL KIRK robb
armed

2-7 yrs

8/15-58USM Oxford
Miss

CLAUDELL KIRK viol Dyer Act
, t

rl
•:u )T-l is 9

(protect r̂equested)* b7D

Current Informant Contacts

Source Pate Contacted 1

2/24/66

2/24/66

y.- - r

* v* *

b7D

(U
^tential Confidential
Racial Source

Former
- t-

2/24/66

3

u
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One copy of this 1125 is toeing designated - for Region I,113th IFTC Group; United States'Secret Service, and USA, all'

Chicago,. Illinois.
MSAD

*

l

CHICAGO

..AT CHICAGO,, ILLINOIS, Will toe alert for any informationconcerning the, opening of the Chicago chapter of the DDJ andthe Bureau and New Orleans will 'toe kept fully informed ‘

of alldevelopments in this matter. I

9 I

I
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[DECLASSiriCATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM :
mm|
ME

JUTO»BW:j-3 I® WIDE
US 5U'iUlO

b6a-Y: [ 1 b7C"'Y

JTED STATES DEPARTMENT 0 USTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Chicago, Illinois
February 1966

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No,

!U]

BIACCSIS OF mm JUSTICE,
IKCOIFOMTEB
RACIAL MATTERS (ORGAN!ZATX,g$$

ElffilBf THOMAS ^
RACIAL .MATTERS <

1f-3^ srfM-

Reference is made to Chicago memorandum dated
December 10, 1965, at Chicago, : Illinois 0

t ’

fchicago T-l advised on February 24,. I966_Jtfeat ( U )
Earnest Tfiibmas , Vice->President and Regional .Organizer of
the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated (BBJ) was
the speaker at the meeting of , the Friday. Night Socialist
Forum (FNSF) held on February 18, 1966, at Chicago, Illinois ,,

Thomas stated that the ' DDJ was formed at Jonesboro, ,

Louisiana, in July, 1964, for the purpose of protecting. Congress
of Racial Equality (CORE) and Student Non-Violent Coordinating
Committee (SNCG) workers in Louisiana who were being beaten
and sometimes murdered by the "red' -necked sheriffs", Thomas
said that in one week the DDJ had 500 armed Negroes »

Thomas referred to the civil rights demonstrations
as a "game" and said that , he cannot understand people who
demonstrate for their rights and *:oid they should take what
is rightfully their:; ,
how people should take what is rightinii> theirs .

Thomas said that the anti-poverty legislation was
enacted just to placate and "sugar coat" the Negro, The only
people who will benefit from this legislation are the "fat
politicians; they get the cream while the masses get the non-fat
milk", He ridiculed education as being the solution of the

• . i i * ; < I iy mentionihoi.,:; - . <; * « • -

THFOR
ftFPBtH IS
EXCEPT WHj
OTHERWISE

TIOH CO
IOHSSIFIBQ
piOW^

J

IKED cuss . Elf . -mSP/BEA,

DATE O:

*:u )

iNCLOSTOB , 7
/ s> j — ^ c/" L C — /' ^



ŝr
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RE: DEACONS OF DEFENSE MW <Jfl
EARNEST THOMAS '

Ua£RD8

Negro problem because he knows, that many Negroes with college
degrees are nothing but janitors ®

Thomas claimed that '50% of the soldiers in
Vietnam are Negroes and stated ”1 guess the power structure
feels if they can kill off seven or eight million of us that
will solve the problem.” The power structure odght to arm the
Negroes in the South and solve the problems there before taking
on international problems.

I

Thomas stated that he foresees a black revolution
in Chicago this summer and that the Federal Government better
do something to solve the problems of the Negroes or it will
not be safe for white people to go through Negro neighborhoods.
He mentioned the Watts Riot in Los Angeles and said the Jews
were exploiting the Negroes and the Negroes probably burned
stores and records so that the Jews would not know what Negroes
owed money to them.

* * i

Thomas said that Chicago is going to be the Regional
headquartersfor the northern area of the DDJ and stated they
have 62 chapters of the DDJ strategically located so that
whenever necessary they can apply pressure if necessary.. He
said they have a broad base of operations and if he is ever
killed there will be someone to take over the leadership* He
said that if he was killed there.will foe a retaliatory act, an
eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth and for every one of'them
that are killed, three of the best whites will die. He added
that they are not going to bow to the power structure or
anyone else.

A characterization on the FNSF is contained in the
appendix pages of this memorandum.

On February 24, 1986, Lynwood Harris, Human Relations
Section, Chicago, Illinois, Police Department, advised that
no information has been developed which would indicate that a
chapter of the DDJ has been formed in Chicago or that the DDJ
has obtained any office space, in Chicago. He also stated that

- 2
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*
RE: DEACONS? OF DEFENSE MB

EARNEST THOMAS
f*

Earnest Thomas reportedly is in and out of Chicago frequently
and is not known to have any permanani residence in Chicago,

K
l

Confidential informants who are acquainted with
certain racial matters in the. Chicago., 'Illinois, area advised
during February, 11086, that no informatipa has been ’'developed
which would indicate;.,thai a chapterk of the''BBJ has 6e'esin
formed ,in Chicago :©r% feat the BBJ has obtained any off'fe'd
space in Chicago.' . • >.

V
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l APPENDI

FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIALIST FORUM,
Aka. Militant Labor Forum

On May 3, 1965, a source advised that the Forum is
a paper organization set up by the Chicago Branch, Socialist
Workers Party (CBSWP), Chicago, Illinois, for Socialist Workers
Party (SWP) members and sympathizers. Open meetings held under
the auspices of this Forum are geared to the activities that
the SWP is pursuing at a particular time, e.g
election campaign, Cuba, segregation, etc.

SUZANNE BUCH, a CBSWP member, is in charge of the
Forum and schedules meetings under the name of the Forum in
order to conceal the SWP sponsorship of same. The meetings
of the Forum generally are held at Chicago SWP headquarters
although the Forum, in the past, has sponsored other affairs,
such as meetings, socials' and picnics held at other locations.

unemploymento 9

The SWP has been designated pursuant to Executive
Order 10450.

APPENDIX

4
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1 APPENDIX

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY,
CHICAGO BRANCH

a
On May 3, 1965, a source advised that it was his

understanding that the currently active Chicago Branch of the
Socialist Workers Party (SWP) was one of the founding branches
of the SWP at a 1938 Chicago Trotskyist Convention, and it
follows the aims and principles of the SWP which maintains
national headquarters in New York City.

Members of the Chicago Branch serve on the SWP
National Committee, and per capita membership dues and a
sustaining fund quota are sent by this branch on a monthly
basis to SWP National Headquarters.

The SWP has been designated pursuant to Executive
Order 10450•

c*t înT>i3 weather rscnrarnsnifelaiHis
<ct V,z£ FJTL I t Ip proper^* «53 as to yoij lh> - * •

io be distdbn&d oa!si<2e your agency*

APPENDIX
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HJI ÎEB STATES BEEA1TMENT OF TOSTICE
F E D E R A L B U R E A U O F I N V E S T I G A T I O N

Chicago* Illinois
W®hrn®j? f

< jF$ , ‘ 196®

tr>
/

r »>

In Reply, Please Refer &z>.
Chicago file 157-572 ( U )

>

Title DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
INCOEFOMM

ST THOMAS
9

Character RACIAL MATTERS
Reference Chicago letterhead memorandum

dated ' and captioned as afeove ®
T

i

I

All sources (except any listed "below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past.

i

[Chicago T
tlon in

an. agency which collects intelligent
the Chicago, Illinois , area.informa i

:
is

!
I

!
F

i

i

<

£

1
*

:

1

IU ) !
I»

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the propertyof the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outsideyour agency.
i

t
i
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SAG, Washington FloId(157-794) 3/9/09

1 - Mr. MurphyDirector, FBI(157- SMOG)

aBEACONS OF DEFENSE MB JUSTICE, IMS,
FACIAL HflJPTEBS

Enclosed is a copy of an article appearing on
Pago B~5 of the February 27, 1905, edition of *'Tha Evening
Star,1" published in Washington, D. C,» ’Which notes the plan
of captioned organisation to fora an armed chapter of the
Deacons of Defense and Justice in Washington, D.C.

Enclosed article notes that Julius Hobson will act
as coordinator of the chapter which is to he formed this
summer. Hobson is the loader of the Washington branch of
Associated Community Teams(ACT).

You should contact and obtain from him all
particulars regarding the formation of the Deacons of
Defense and Justice chapter in Washington, B.C
include same in letterhead memorandum form, furnishing
nine copies to the Bureau,
Enclosure
1 - Hew Orleans(157*3230)

b7D
and3

*1
y

NOTE:

The Deacons of Defense and Justice is an armed
Negro organization organized in Louisiana for protection
against Klan violence. The Deacons Have also been active
in racial demonstrations in Bdgalusa, Louisiana. We have

|as a source in racial matters.
Associated Community Teains is a militant- civil rights organization.
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3/14/66SAG, Eew Orleans

1 - Mr. RushingDirector, FBI(157-2466)(100-441758100-387728r
DRACOES OF DEFENSE AT.D JUSTICE, INCORPORATED
RACIAL MATTERS

r y -o / ^ *

SPARTICIST
SECURITY HATTER - Slip

ROBERT FRATMLIH WILLIAMS
IETEREAL SECURITY - CUBA r-r- •'

V ^ i . ,
«• I*

• •, L/i ^ wii|ju

EAiEy-/7-̂ FTFEPM jg P* c
Jack H. Rogers of the Louisiana State Un-AmericanActivities Committee and Louisiana State Senator Enowles

called at the Bureau on 3/10/66 and expressed concern over
that they termed a close liaison between Sparticist and
the Deacons of Defence and Justice, Incorporated.

Rogers said that his sources had indicated that
Sparticist is collaborating with and helping to finance the
Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated. Ho noted
also that Sparticist had made frequent favorable references
to Robert F. Williams. Williams is a ITegro racist who
fled to Cuba in August, 1961, to avoid a kidnapping trial
and is now a Bureau fugitive. Ee has since carried on a
violently anti-United States propaganda campaign through
a radio program called "Radio Free Dixie," which is broad-cast into the southern part of the United States from
Cuba, and through the publication of a newsletter entitled
"The Crusader," which is introduced into the United States
through a source in Toronto, Canada. Williams is a
Security Index subject of the Charlotte Office.

Rogers speculated that Sparticist may be receiving
funds from Cuba through Williams and he wanted to know if
Williams* broadcasts revealed any favorable comments regarding g
Sparticist and the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated,^in Louisiana. He wondered if cxy public source material./
was available concerning the above.
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letter to Few Orleans
EEt DI&COIIS ortmzxm m> jusixen, IFGOSPOMEO

SPARXX01ST

E03CT £®/WUEH mt&m®
157-2466100-44175S
100-387720

Contact Foyers and advise hits that based upon
available information regarding the ttilUam* broadcasts
no ccitr.onts appear concerning either Spartieiet or the
beacons of Defense and Justice* Incorporated* At that
tire,advise Rogers that we would like any information
he has available regarding Sparfcicist and the Deacons
of Defense and Justice* Incorporated* that would be of
interest to this Bureau* Properly explore any informa-tion 'furnished.
NOTE;

Rogers and Senator Knowles called at the Bureau
and furnished the above information to Inspector Joseph A.
Sisoo and Section Chief F» J, Baumgardner.
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Date: 3/16/66/

' Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code )

AIRTELVia
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)
SAC, WFO (157-794)(P)FROM:

&
DEACONS OF DEFUSE AND JUSTICE, INC*
RACIAL MATTERS t

DATE
captioned ’’ASSOCIATSD^OIEIUNIT^TEAMS

3^ACT)^̂!^!^MSTERS",
both dated.3/14/66, and 3/16/66. „ .

1 i S?
J

)t /'

Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of an LHM
also two copies to Chicago and four copies to New Orleans.s'

Copies of LHM being disseminated to Secret Service,
local military intelligence agencies and AUSA.

is the LHM source. b7DLEAD

WASHINGTON FIELD

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. Will maintain contact with
I regarding ’’Deacons For Defense”. b7D

REC? 32
Bureau (Enc* 9) h jjtKM.
Chicago.(Enc/'2K1574572)(RM) ,

2 - New Orleans (15'?<-&2p0)(Enc* 2)(RM) , ys- f'? -5 - WFO , V- _ 't)(EARNEST 1 THOMAS)
(1-157-237)(LIAISON SOURCES)
(1-157-425HACT)

s
h

Sr’

I v(l-I
b6
b7C

Xl- b7D
l f y -

Sent

Lcc-firf̂ t-Hw fot- fvo

AAGES1! k
7^jg!

HHKilam
(12) DATE : •

JUT A V...i i •* *

AIRTEL

BpecjprAgent
C/
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Approved:i M Persv

in Charge
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4* A '* KTICED STATES DEPARTMENT OFUN

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply,Please Refer to
File No. Y/ashington, D. c.

March 16, 1966

20535

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED (DDJ)

The source mentioned in this memorandum
has furnished reliable information in
the past*

"The Sunday Star”, a weekly Washington, D, C
newspaper,.issued February.27, 1966^ page B-5, had an
article captioned "Negroes Plan Armed Unit On Rights",
The article stated the "Deacons f^r Defense and Justice"
(DDJ), planned to form an armdd^hapter of the DDJ in
Washington, D* C., with Juliusj»c2obson, leader of a
Washington organization called Associated Community
Teams (ACT), as acting coordinator of the new chapter of
DDJ, This,had been announced at a meeting held in Radio
Station WUST Music Hall, Y/ashington, D, C., on February 26,
1966*

•»

The March 13, 1966, issue of "The Washington
Post", a weekly Y/ashington, D, C
B-6,.had an article captioned "Brutality, Laid To Police
By Pickets”*

newspaper, on page•>

The above article reported that eight members
of the Y/ashington, D, C., group of ACT, picketed the Fifth
Precinct, 500 E Street, S* E,, of the Metropolitan Police
Department (MPD), on March 12, 1966, Julius Hobson, Chair-
man of ACT led the pickets and according to the article,
stated the eight pickets were ACT members and thattwo of
them also belonged to "Deacons For Defense", The two
"Deacons" were helping.the forming of a Washington chapter
to protest police brutality, according to Hobson*s comments*

On March 15, 1966, a source advised that Julius
Hobson, Chairman of the Y/ashington, D* C,, chapter of ACT
is of the following opinion regarding the "Deacons For

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATESfcjhSLJe.
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
INCORPORATED(DDJ)

Defense” mentioned in the two newspaper articles:

Some of the comments made on February 26, 1966,
at the rally sponsored by ACT at the Y/UST Radio Hall were
deliberately made to create the impression that the
’•Deacons For Defense” would organize in Washington, D* C
with Hobson as acting coordinator. Tnere is no ’’Deacons
For Defense” organization in Yfashingtbn, D. C, nor is
such a group to be organized in D.» A n understanding
to that fact exists between ErnestfThomas, a leader of
the ’’Deacons For Defense”, Chicago, Illinois, and Jiilius
Y7. Hobson. Thomas would.like to organize Such a group
in D. C, but will abide by Hobson’s desires that the
Deacons stay out of the D. C. area. Hobson does not want
a group that advocates arming its members.

•i

The source stated further as follows:

Julius Hobson was one of the eight ACT pickets
who marched in front of the Fifth Precinct Station of the
MPD, on March 12, 1966, protesting police brutality in
Precinct Number Five. Hobson was very angry concerning
the incorrect information attributed to Hobson in the
”Y/ashington Post” issue of March 13, 1966, page B-0. Tue
article indicated Hobson had said two of the eight ACT
members were members of the "Deacons For Defense” and were
to form a Washington chapter.of the "Deacons For.Defense”,
Hobson denied ever making such a statement to a newsman .
or anyone else, Hobson stated ACT, to his knowledge, has
no members who belong to ’’Deacons For Defense” of which
Ernest Thomas is an organizer.

The source also recalled as follows:
Recently a Negro family in MPD Precinct Number

Five, had a wedding reception. Members of the MPD forced
their way into the reception and created a disturbance
while making arrests. This resulted in accusations that
the MPD used brutality. '‘High Up" officials of the MPD

- 2 -
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
INCORPORATED (DDJ)

then refused to hold a hearing to determine whether the
police were at fault. The general feeling among Negroes
is that the MPD should have an open hearing regarding the
foregoing incident in order to bring out the true facts.
The Negroes in the MPD Precinct Number Five, feel the MPD
officials have “white.washed” the entire incident. ACT
plans to demonstrate at Precinct Numuer Five on March 19,
1966, in furtherance of ACT*s protest against the "police
brutality” as displayed at the wedding reception. .The pro-
tests will continue until the MPD agrees to discuss
"Police Brutality”.

ACT does not desire a large number of pickets at
Precinct Number Five. A large group is difficult to
control and could get out of hand* ACT desires that only
ACT members, willing to abide by Hobson, will be welcome to
future picket lines.

The source also stated as follows:

The references to ACT and Deacons For Defense on
the signs carried by the ACT pickets on March 12, 1966,
were made to create a feeling that the "Deacons" are coming
to D, C. to organize. This hint of possible alliance was
deliberate and psychological which had the approval of
Ernest Thomas* It does not exist. Hobson believes these hints
may bring about changes in the attitudes displayed by the
privileged toward those less fortunate as it regards jobs,
housing, freedom from police brutality.

Thi3 document contains aollhsif
recommendations no* conclusions 61
the FBI. It to tho property cl
the FEI and Is leaned lo your agency)

it and i‘3 contents aro hot to bo
distributed out.ido your agency.
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510-106-03OPTIONAL FOPfyTNO.jp
MAY TS62 eSrr/bN W
CSA GEN. REG.NO.27

UNITED STATES Q .« CNT

Afemorahuurn
DIRECTOR, FBI(157-2466)(100-441758)(100-387728)
SAC, T!(m ORLEANS(157-3290)(100-17230)

DATE: 3/23/66

(88-3588) \

OEACONSJCF DEFENSEJNILJII3XICE,
INCORPORATED
RACIAL MATTERS"

SUBJECT:

N \

S3PARTICIST
SECURITY MATTER - SV/P

•-V.TfT!j' Di’4
f* Tr;r
{, *

3 - .ji" >
\

1 . 1

r,rvr'***

ROBERT FRANKLIN Y/XLLXAMSL
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBAw

.. «
1' Lw J t* ^ »»• v W*% ' * -

d,£7VIA*e v.
V

* \
Re Bureau letter 3/14/66.
Mr. JACK N. ROGERS, Committee Counsel, Joint

Legislative Committee on Un-American Activities, State
of Louisiana, Commerce Building, Baton Rouge, La., was
contacted on March 21, 1966, by SA ELMER B. LITCHFIELD
and Mr. ROGERS was advised that based upon available
information regarding the broadcasts of ROBERT F,
WILLIAMS, no comments appear concerning either Sparticist
or tie Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated.
Mr. ROGERS was also advised that the Bureau would like
to have any information he has available regarding
Sparticist and the Deacons of Defense and Justice,
Incorporated, that would be of interest to the Bureau, i-

3w?
£
>&
Ou

; )

• I.0Mr. ROGERS stated that if he received any
information he felt was of interest to the Bureau he
would be happy to make the information available to
the Bureau. He stated that he was trying to obtain
information regarding the Sparticists and had received
some information from the House Committee(House Com-mittee on Un-American Activities) on March 21, 1966.
He did not state what the information was, but appeared
to be a clipping from a newspaper and a copy of a pub-lication apparently put out by the Sparticist.

Mr, ROGERS asked that the following be
specifically called to the attention of Mr. FRED
BAUMGARTNER and stated that Mr.

",
•‘CVrV•V'AV'*

BAUMGARTNER would under-REC 5 w =.. \ >; < , -
e «AR 24 T3SS

//7
£i Bureau(RM)
% - New Orleans

t

•+***-~fMKEBL/cmg
(4) ?C\?

x.'; * t; < * u -i ,
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V

NO 157-3290
EBL:cmg

stand; he, ROGERS, has "learned since in Washington,
D, 0., through a source, that the big money shipment
came into country from Canada several months ago and
ended up in Atlanta, Ga."

!

Any information furnished by Mr. ROGERS will
be submitted to the Bureau under appropriate caption.
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: DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED JWM :. FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATfflM ffllDE
DATE 08-30“2018

b6
FD-36(Rev. 12-13-56)
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S/24/66Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plain text or

j ME MILAXHTSLVia
(Priority or Method of Mailing )\ L

/
/ '

. Director FBITOs 5>

ALT.-SAC, Detroit (157-«?)

APPBAHAHCE ©F SKHBST ffiOfflS,
VICE ®msimm<PD)wAcQm OF
DEF3SiSSE..ASB> . JUSTICE, INC
JONESBORO, LOOTSIAM
SPONSORED BY THE
FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIALIST FORUM
DETROIT, MICHIGAN
4/1/66

FSOES: OA7 COff^2T>;xs mEXCEPT irJ,v -0T*mwis$ SB°m
‘Uim.Sl^im;AS

• >

3?

* ***£“!?«?AStD Ur '

Unclosed for the Bureau are eighiiTtbo-pieS of an LHM concerning
captioned matter , Two copies are being furnished the New
Orleans office , which is office of origin of the Beacons of
Defense and Justice , Inc ,

Lt 0
> f Aj*•. >m

* !

*

1One copy of LHM feeing furnished G-2 , TJSA, OSI , ONI and two
copies being furnished !f ,S , Secret Service , Detroit , Michigan.

Contents of the LHM have been made available to the Detroit PB
and Mich. (State Police ,

v
\

te
b7D

(HacialisSource referred to isn the
infomsmt - Probationary) « (0) ra ->3The Bureap wi l l be advised of the results of THOMAS f appearance .»3* «

Bureau (Inc , 8) (M2)
(1 - 157-1466) -

2 - New Orleans (Inc. 2) (RM)
(1 - 157“3290)

4 - Detroit

sl -**«*

\
\|piT~ RECORDED
46 APR 6 1966 b7D

^^
XSZaZQg- POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE)

(1 *“

L[ - 157-1042) CLASS, fe
REASON -
DATE OP BEVI

EXT. BY
M ir, i-2r 4.2^ CARSON COPYTP®/res

(10) A v
esggr (jjiCOfill=is-4mSpecial Agent in Charge

Sent

L



UNITEl^TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS^CE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION A •>

' In Reyly,Please Refer to
File No. Detroit, Michigan

March 24, 1966

Appearance of Ernest Thomas,
Vice President, Deacons of
Defense and Jijstice, Incorporated,
Jonesboro, Louisiana, Sponsored
By the Friday Night Socialist Forum,
Detroit, Michigan
April 1, 1966

Re:

A characterization of the Friday Night
Socialist Forum is contained in the
appendix attached here.to.
All unidentified sources utilized in the
appendix have furnished reliable information
in the past.
On March 23, 1966, a source, who has furnished

reliable information in the past, advised that Ernest Thomas,
Vice President of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated,
from Jonesboro, Louisiana, will speah at Detroit, Michigan, on
April 1, 1966, at a forum sponsored by the Friday Night Socialist
Forum which will be held at 3737 Wopdward Avenue, Detroit,
Miahigan.

The source advised that some ,of the proceeds derived
from this affair would be utilized to assist the Deacons of
Defense and Justice, Incorporated, in connection with their ,

activities in the Louisiana area.
The Articles of Incorporation of the
Deacons of Defense and- Justice (DDJ)
as on file with the Secretary of State,
for the State of Louisiana, reflects
that the Deacons of Defense and Justice
Inc. is a Louisiana corporation
domiciled at Jonesboro, Louisiana
loc&tion and business office address of
its registered office shall be Amos
Service Station (rear), Beach Spring Road,
Drawer B, Jonesboro, Louisiana.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATEJLĤ SLBY-S -̂,
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Appearance of Ernest Thomas, Etc.. Re:
1

"This corporation is organized for the
following purposes and to carry on the
following purposes: To instruct, train,
teach and educate Citizens of the United
States and especially minority groups in
the fundamental, principals of the republican
form of government and our democratic way of
life; to instruct, teach, train and educate
said persons in the provisions of the
constitution a,nd laws of the United States
and the State of Louisiana, as well as the
constitution and laws of any other State
wherein this corporation may operate; to
instruct, teach, train and educate said
persons in the use, value and purpose of the
ballot and the right to vote; to instruct,
teach, train and educate said persons as to
the duties and responsibilities of good citizen-
ship relative to the obligation and duties of the
citizen to the community apd the obligation and
duties of the community to the citizen: To
further instruct, teach, train and educate said
persons in the value of economic security and
in the effective use of. their spending power;
to inspire in said persons a sense of responsibility
and to develop leadership. This corporation has
for its further purpose, and is dedicated to, the
defense of the civil rights, property rights and
personal rights of said people and will defend
said rights by any and all honorable and legal means
to the end that justice maybe obtained. This
corporation may establish chapters , and conduct its
business at any. place in this State and elsewhere1 as'
permitted by law."1

i

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. * It is
the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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APPENDIX/

FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIALIST FORUM

On May 19, 1965, a source advised that the Friday
Night Socialist Forum (FNSF) is a name used by the Detroit,
Michigan Branch of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) in
sponsoring forums, socials and other functions which are
open to the public. Primarily, FNSF pertains to weekly
public forums held at SWP headquarters, for the purpose of
spreading propaganda of the SWP, developing contacts,
facilitating recruitment and members into the SWP, and
presenting subjects of a controversial nature in the social,
political and economic fields. Usuallyspeakers are members
of the SWP and they give the socialist viewpoint of the
subject discussed. The'money collected at these FNSFs goes
into the Detroit Branch, SWP treasury.

The SWP has been designated by the
Attorney General of the United
States pursuant to Executive Order
10450.
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A

ROM (157-572)SA *\t- .
\ •

/"

/ " DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICEOBJECT:
RM

'& . -MARTIN.'V - Re Chicago letter dated 12/3/65, captionod-,
jtOTHER KING, Jr., SM-C; Chicago airtel and LHM dated 2/28/66,
capu*tied as above, and Bureau 0-1, dated 3/22/66, captioned as
aUov<?> J\) j

?

Hiv- - --
3
Hi

; The sources referred to in referenced letter, with
• whom Chicago is in constant c*r.tact, have provided no information
• . which woid indicate that KING, through the SOLE. or the Deacons, o

. — to. r̂gate a xflcini rf’ctvrbance here, in the context
23.—alleged bj original jA.0..,rce o£-̂ this information, Bureau sourcri^B\

The current status of the Deacons is set forth inreferenced Chicago LHM of February 26, loss. Any information |5
v obtained by Chicago which appers to have a bearing on tnis aiias«+lo»
will be expeditiously provided the Bureau and interested offices^

blD^ - )

I-J&(0) O

DECLASSIFIED BY
ON

w-

,*

\3 - Bureau (RM)
(1 - 100-106670)(MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr.)

1 - Atlanta (100-5586) (RM)
1 - New Orleans (157-3290) (RM)

* 2 - Chicago
(1 - 100-35356) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr.)
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F B I
4f>Date: *4/20/66\ s •*<

/. / /

Transmit the following in v( Type, in plaintext or code ) i
k

u.'
;

AIRTEL AIRMAIL JVia
*( P riority ) t

"\ J_

i? /

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, NEW ORLEAHS_CQ^l64)

%>i i IS' I
SUBJECTn U r^SSHSjQEJQBEBHSl

JUg£I^E,1pGRAMBLXNG,;LA.J
CV^CARPENTER.

V

>-rAARONy c > t'F\*«-'CARPENTER, COLLIE Jv
VICTIMS 1 J
EXTORTION~^~'RACIAL* MATTERS '

(00: NEW ORLEANS)

'Ji

J) t
)

>Ai
Re New Orleans airtels 4/14 and 4/15/66.
Enclosed herewith are eight copies of a LHM.
One copy of instant LHM is being designated

to the U. S. Attorney, Shreveport, La., ICG and
Secret Service, New Orleans.

0v ' J

\ » *>*u

\

/1
/

,
f*

> /; m
\ j
t, r.*.

Final report will be submitted in this
matter once the report has been received from the
FBI Laboratory concerning the extortion letters to,
COLLIE J. NICHOLSON. — ^/44

S3n *

et- .'Vv 5i
%

‘rj* -K.i fNOT RECORDED )
\

199 MAY 3 1966\

BTSd̂ soBa

Bureau (Enc.
- New Orleans

j < &/ '3-c
sSJ - <3 //£ "</• i'
'Lit. (1'/ </

CBN:min
(5) ' dLcC - Ct'/

-/ -/
..)£ 2 ,/•//^ ^gylnRefe

Vi
V1 -C' •

JrM V !IS1
< > ii»V >

W»
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Approved: Sent M P
l •If '/Special Agent in Charge f
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ti<m Orleans? Louisiana
April £0, 1CC0

OTOSTCBIJ tmszmi
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Mr* and Mrs * Across C. Carpenter and Colli© J,
Kicfeolsoa of CSrassbliag > Louisiana* t/oro interviewed
concerning' letters they ted rceoit̂od ^r®ca the Beacons'
of Defense and Auntice*
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED.
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
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' FD-302 {Rov. 4-15*64} -,

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

f'

4fn$fmDate.

0p* AAES3 © 4 âo ft83&6&atc& cocsGSttiSQ
ft lottos? IKS fal 'zc.zolv-zu fsc-a tho SJocaciia «5 J5O2CES&
©£$ JtsGtieo*' Ho ftdylaodi &© fine! hits viZo hz&
ress&vcnS .& lotted frees tbs Beceoa© ©2 jfefocc© anss
4testieo CCS Ssycb Zl9 12ZZ*ISCOB &Ot&0£C$!J®F to* lottos? ©cea thought Mss vtS&
Sjosan© tsj?!sets ©VGS? to> latter. ’Sf&ca* SSKKJOSS©
craofe thmizzh tho sstoas© seca ©a to* ccwjsjKte *sa0
te£s© tor mfccsaa ©££ of ©s© <*2 &&o&? ®eri
uss? tt&ca ires th® oto«aa© scaa* Irate .it TOSO F338&&2O
t& toll tb&& e&aoOSft tS5& hZC'3 thCZQ. fcOecKSft ©TOr^fcMzig
Isa4 feoca* d&sttn&sd*

~y jrt»> -U..^lnzllxjs- ho bc£ not

IlOthllxZ0k
\Mf -U

©inszssss ©s«tood at tot
-ti!23 Ms triSe is&4 feosoa© vasy e&.rgy c®3 vzoto & lottos
to to* F©st East©!? CJeaeral, of t^s waited State-3 osd.

t&ft Bircotos? *'2 tla© rc&ssaX Bazoaai «?Z Xsavostisstlosu
Sib© Isa# pre^Aoaaly ts t̂tes a lotto? of to the
Bsasma of Dofeaso© and. âatica $&& ttsd Me© csi.ttea s
lottos? to tii© Eagree1, O'Z fes&aajss jarotooftiLsss t&© faet
to& t&® Sssaosa ©2 Beferaa aai jSsstico isad fcseas
®©8£sitt©& ft» as©© teas SiaSJL Sft? ©a? of to&r sasottsss?.
t

SBP.®?&£ZZZZ& saSsiceS tot fca &d as* toterststtft
tf& lottos t&at toy £&& soo
Bofosso'sa^ .£aBfc&co« Hto felt toft it liacl
corotMss ®ft o iritis tS*o tiss© off tSsas? took to to
a aaotics of tko tessstottfta oS ©alicao Vaic®o « Sstorsattcaals
ta to? Oslcass. reoostly. Ho ijsscsrscSly folt tost it
ssa#- Swo sasiO-iMsg to oo nttft Mo oa^l©5«s2st sei&ctieas
ot tfeo Madest mica of Cscablisr? C.otlo.ros. of ^hlch
U&is aisootos^ it KSSJT laofo &S8& that io scfmc<i to

S2S3COB© tissai ©52 cfcaa t&osr treated it3

Ps?.iEWOTsa %&$$£!%& tot Ss© osim©t sfm»aito tS© last
tisa $kftB ft&twito& fteoftssocSfl!'

I£>w PBWMsft to follows list
of isoseosa at t&o otMoat iiaioat:

mm333?

3&9CS 2sea tls© Beaeoaa ©2

s.
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BDMtm $mmsm 0

/aim am
BB2IB MS!SBS3503,
TEEEST CBBSHj,

%

BSBMED ZiCGmTp

BSSTST

mi® esiŝ sassoHs
3M&& 98trn9

JAMES 3

JESSIS ‘raajtosasi

«£1120

$

CLASS? UCKJMEB»

SOTS Kims-

Lfi£sx& $ms»
A3XXS

mimm mmmms
Emms* *mmhj

warn mm v:smms
Mrs, SHEET®9

Mrs* tmmsE

££?a SMi® advised ttet b&a set Hr, S'* £> »
KIEKF&THSC^ at t&a hashor shop- that very rnmslsm*

' Hr* MMPATBJCK figrteed Mm that ss» OEO in Ms
©rgaMsatisn s?ss irasgoagiM© for se&tilcs the letter
ts .Hr* e&d te, -CaiSOTHBE. Mr, CM33t advised that

3

k



*
¥ •«*

' 4 "

m0»Sl64)AR2a
$

ha tesn tfc&t 122?# SS2E3&33&S& xteo this secretary of tlto
Iteacoas of Bofessa acd «^st£oo»
that Iso had Hoard that tlo £ol2c?&tt5 people v&xxs tzcs&xms
o£„ t&& Soacous ©2.E©Sca&sO' sssd esztieo ia Cscrablias,
ôoisiassa fciifc Jao hats so proofs

IS?
rSefsass esd

OAnxsTsa statedr^r-y,

mmi «£CTS Pzc&te&it of th® Eo&cae© of
Biole^y Peachey* fimss&blias College|

fWiu-Qll &a SSSSSKS* Tieô fcsldoat of tlic Beseems
©2 Bofeas® and duettos^ Sccsidsst of tho si&do&t body*Sr ŝfeliBn Collcg»j

©

<3&St&Qd»

Hr* 3S3 J* CCSS» cosial ĉ ioseo isstrtietor ot
CawsE&SLiog College?

2SJ?* saaRSEsac TOBOS, social seioaec iastractesr at
CrashXisg College?

ScctCR TOSSr*

^3*& fbxiesringr dssoR&pilea ISASBS o’Sstaiucd thsoegb
tto@ssva&ix!f& smM. IntoTViesii

Mrs:? e*.e&asssKat
Jtessa

, Kal<s

®EBSK« .
• Bases

• 0©ss
. 23&ie of Births •

©lace of Births
Haights
Weights
BntMi '

Hairs,•'. / •

b6
P&tttsos*

' Mississippi

. 169 psaads

b7C

Bleaker
Mz&k m& gafajriBg
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
i

nntflAggll 10, 1080
are*.- CQKHEIB S. C8E8SSZEB mo 1&ZQ2-*viewed ooEwostsijaj; a lottos? olso had recoiled frozs iho

Beacons ©f Bofemes and Rustics tha?©csh the sail ©a-D?jrch 31, 2.033. She adviced that ©a Harch 10, 1386
she and &©r htishanl hzv& traveled to 2?£3 Sloans,Loelsicma, to attend a casting of the Acecciatiosof College Uaioao-2miccaatiosalD. They setussed to<3saa!dLlag* l̂otslDiam, ©a Eaceh S&* 1033. <0s Sarch31, 10S3s they srceoived the lottos from tlio Bo&eoss
of Bofeaso aad Jeotieo t?Meh oac ssootsarhod Beach 3©,I860.

s

ilSI2>f,‘f£E adviced that icaeliataly
ssgjosa tbs socoi^t ©f the lottos, olio sado 00-pi03 ofthe lottos, ©®S£»EC& a lottos' of her ©tm &a aasoesto tbo ©a© esho had soeoivod and sailed- it &a©& to
ths Usacoas ©f Bofenoo and Jaotico.
si© put the? ©sriglaal of the lottos oho coeoivcd and
bos? aaooss'iao lottos is as esvclopa and ©ddzreocoslit to iho Beacons of Bsfosca sad ^u-stioo. Sho thornpat this e&veieps 1st© ossot&os? cavoiopa eith a aoto
to ploaoo fo2T?as4 to the psopcs people and addressedth© ©at©7 oavolopo to £1?* 2?* B. SKEEJPiffifiXCS.
CHASSIS'S, advised that oho aadosstood that 11?*S1ESPATE1CS ms tfe© Ssasoftasy of the Bsacom ofBolens© aasl Jastio©*Seashlias, &®aAsiaas*

E3r&« CS3&SSTSS adviced that sho had boardthat t&o Beacons of Bofosso asd Mastics had held asê gaaijsatioaal snootias is the tons hall of GttH&liBsand oa April 1, 1S33, oho had scat a letter to the
ElajfOS? of ©rctstf&ins t© protest this; activity hoisgeos&iseied iss the toss boSl*

. f^yrr*%l*i& <ujt a-

Bho adviced that/

Era.
EO« EEESSiSFSSCa lives la

0m April s5 1030, the cat-cam ©a ©as of .

thois? cars ess faroZsoa off ©Ml© the ©as? sas la tho
Hoc, ssceoao had haem ia tltois? otorerGSss

things sal loft the
felt

deiveuay.
©a the ©aspect and disturbed
light imraisg*.- At this tics Crc*that the lottos and, the hrosMcg into has? carport

4/8/68 ol Bo-gicioBa EG 8~21C4Oa File#.

M cairns Bo mmamm, fm$i 4/13/63by. Date dictated.
ThU document contolns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBl.Jt U tho property of the* FBI ond Is loaned to your agency;
It ond Its contents are not to be distributed outside your ogency.
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storeroom may have been related and decided to write
a letter to tiae Post Master General o£ the Undied
States with a copy to the Director* • FBI, about the
letter. .

©a April 7,, I960* a letter \7&s returned
frosa the Mayor of ©rambling and also Er.&IBXPATE2C2*
called that evening. lie advised Mrs. CASPSIJTBE
that he ms a member of the Deacons of Defease and
Justice and he was sure that m>se -la Ms organisa-tion was responsible for seiMisg- Xha ©AEPESSEE that
letter.

Mrs. ClSPSSIlsri adviced that actually the
letter from the Deacon of Defense and Justice did
not make any souse to her. £&© advised that she
felt that it was referring to the trip that she and
her husband maxi© to &©w Orleans, aad how they got
the time off from school« She further advised that
the parts about going into olu&a and wording together
did not mah© sense at all.

GWEKSm advised that the letter
from the Deacons of Defease and Justice, her reply
to them, her letter to the Mayor of ©rambling, her
letter to the Post Master General, and the letter
from the Slayer of ©raahiiag were as follows:

Mrs.

6
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Dear Uncle Tom,
Uncle Tom X am bowing,

and It took you a week to go but you do not want

the workers to leave the campus. at any time.
Yoy. were seen going in and out of the clubs

' while at the meeting In New Orleans.
If we are to work together there must be an

understanding.

*

J t

You went to a meeting*

X»

i

\

Deacons' of Defense and Justice
\

J-

o ~
ll

s1

5 WA::30 KJ
P-M &

>“

& > V v«*

'“V v
v

Mr* A.O. Carpenter

Grambling

Louisiana

i

I

;

t
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April 1, 1966

Hr® Lawrence F® 08Brian
Postmaster General .
UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICES

• Washington, D® Co

Dear X(r« 08Srion;

RBs 'Attache
an envelope received ]by mo iron the DEACONS
OF BSV’ib^E AND JUSTICE operating in the
<&ambliW, Louisiana^ community®

z

- ’ Yesterday, March 31, 1965, I Zrbcpive
typed signature (?) - the ptygds
the town of Grabbling, Louisiana®

many reasons and f ran as'^iany
thoro are (I believe) ordinance?;
poison-pen letters and otn^rj;as repulsi'i^Q\corsr?.unique

a—letter iron - surmised from the
$\iF DETs:r»B AMD JUSTICE operating in

The letter was disgusting to co for
taints, but I an contacting you because

against using the United States sail for
despondence of this nature and other just

view;

My answer to thrs~l-etter_
i2 also attached® I did not address it to anyone person, but irt~was~ŝ alod in an envelope and ad-.irossed to the DSaCCNS

• OF DEFENSE Alii) Jl STJCE, (with the request titat it be delivered since theDEACONS did not jsee fit to put their address on their letter to as) AEDplaced in another envelope addressed to the reputed organizer of this
questionable group and mailed®

Tills group (TIE DEACONS) has organized recently in Grambling® I con 8t
know their missions intimidation might be its objective - judging by tbsletter I received® It (THE DEACONS) has deposited money in the Grumbling
Federal Credit Union here in the town and has met at TtaVU HALL (this Iam still attempting to verify through the mayor aid to;rn® s aldermen) ® Ido have several names of suspected participants uni the !,ring leader® n

It has been roported that this group is placing similar ( to the one Iwas mailed) letters under the doors of faculty and staff members who live
in college housing. Further, from soma of the students come reports that '

8
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Lawrenco p# O^Briea*>•
2
April 1, 1966
that this DEACON RING' LSADJSR is organising tho students for Idle GREATSOCIETY ~ wh&tavor that is0 I can imagine tho proper adrinistratl veauthorities vd.ll handle tisio area* I am concerned about tho citizensof Grambling (who do not subscribe to these cowardly attacks on themand on others) having the necessary legal steps taken to stop these

twisted minds housed in tho shapes of human beings fromattempting to feed their appetites of hate on parsons v;ho ( through four)can bo intimidated* I don't feel that X can be intLraid&ted, but Xam apprehensive that attacks such as tho letter received' by me on March31} nay tempt mo to evengo a wrong which I feel or will reel has beencommitted against rrna

strange,

Is there anything that can be dona legally tlu’Ough-your^fXice to;.step •
these people? If not, can you reforms to the proper d e p a r t m e n t? ' " r ‘

By carbcn copy of this letter, I am aporipihg^iv FEDERAL BUREAU OFBiVESTl’GATIOH of this incidents Enclpspros of kil materials to youaro also being sent to Ur» Hoover vi^oarbon copy*

My position at Crumbling College is Edroetcr/Of Favrot Student UnionsThe meeting to which the DSdC0ri£2__Iotterxre^ers is the recent nationalconference of the AS'-C C I& K UhKUJS - INTERSATXOi'SLS inNew Orleans, Louisiana,' on/Aj^ril 20-25V A brochure of our town and a cardfolder of scones of our tirLikn are also\ enclosed*

I shall appreciate any ho3\o\or advice Jypw can give me®

S^truly yours,

Aaron 0. Carpenter

/c

Encs Letters and Brochures

Director J» Edgar Hoover
FEDERAL BUREAU OF IMVKSHGATXCH
Washington, D« Co

cc:

l
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I Louisiana
April 1,- 15)66

Mayor B. T» Woodard
T,A7& O-' GRAHuLIRG'

Grambling, Louisiana JL2h,$

Door l!ayor Y/oodards

I'd?! Uatft

Am I corroct in believing that oMy parsons,Xorganizod groups, or
chartered organisations which balre an objective of civic improvement,
for cur toon of Grabbling arc given permissiJo to most in IN-AYli HALL? ^I isako this inquiry bccaubqNpu haVVeen brought to my attention that
an organisation recently foib^d in cs
OF .DEFWSB MIS JUSTICE itas bc&pSlloxsod to use the* town edifice for
a meeting place* / / \\

is-rndhity known as THE Dli-.CCHS

It is possible that I dp
of civic improvement03 (
tions of progress, one o

definition, I
HALL by tbisN^qup (THE PFACOlSS OF USS'SHSE AI4D JUSTICE),

I shall certairuyTappreciate your early reaction ’to my inquiry S&&
protest* . 1 1 '

t understand this organization*s definition
ykxkj of its activities (woeful exhibi—vmy family has been a victim) bespeak .- as a qUsliiisd elector - protest the use of TCv.'H -

put if
Whichi

its

Very truly yours,

(Mrs) Corinne ?• Carpenter

/ -cc: Dr, Alvin J« lickoil, C-rambling, 'Louisiana
Milton Kelly, Oramhling, Louisiana

Mr, L» D, land, Grumbling, Louisiana
Mr, A, D. Smith, Grumbling, Louisiana
Dr, Ruth Bradford, Grabbling, Louisiana

?Tv» ,—k *>
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Jiarch 31» 1966

DICAR DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE; (?)

Your note> TOO recoivecU To say that the message and. delivery of it
followed so closely the reputed operations of the KLU KLUX KLAW S3 to
make me wonder which of the two organisations wyotCthe^ mater piece*la to put it in the frame work of dignity and1 .^tolligdncaj and I find
that the cowardly method of accusation and dpMvory of your poison-pen
missive can claim neither dignity nor intelligence* |\uWhen I attend official meetings., my stay is Officially approved - as
for attendance* as well as the time Pa-P-e^aiTayj vA.gaJ!P^ttond clubs* it
is with my money and after the fulfiliisont^of anyror>-:Ft^Ll of my official
obligationoa I TELL YOU THIS SIMPLY AS I'AC'sX MOT AS JUSTIFICATION OF

. UY ACTIONS* BECAUSE I DDM «T FEEL/ pU QUALIFY UN UMDEItSTAMDIUG NOR E
SUPPORTING THE NEGRO CAUSE TO HAT/E ANYONE JUSTIFY ANYTHING TO YOU 2

/\-As far as "working togethd^Nwi thVau, I HAV^’.VONDERED - EVER SINCE
THE KNO;,'LEDGE OF YOUR OPERATION IH iNNCPRAMBLIMG COMMUNITY WAS KNOWN -JUST WHAT ARE YOU COINC-//////mw???? Your letter failed in this point
of clarification* / / \ \

BEFORE YOU SEND MS ANOTHER LETTiiR^Xds you surely must do in order to have
followed your quaint train of thought and to continue your despicable
pattern of adoration)* for your own' edification - objectively
check my reeb^d as to ay activities* beliefa* and support of my race «s
efforts (currently and in ‘the past - before coming to Grumbling* Louisiana)
for ' first-class^ citlseTrairip*

ON ANY ENCOUNTER WITH YOU, DEAR DEACONS* I «15 AFRAID I« LL HAVE TO REACT
TOWARD YOU AS X WOULD THE AWFUL KLU KLUX ELAN - BECAUSE BOTH OF YOU ARE '

TRYING TO DEPRIVE) THE NEGRO RACE OF ITS RIGHTFUL PLACE IN THESE UNITED .
STATES - AND ONEX NEGRO IN PERSON; SUES

Submitted for your edification*
•

ONE OF Y0URP0I5ON-PEN RECEIVERS

Your letter to me (I*vo made a photocopy for my files and for
future *13©«)

Enc;

H
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s — HOME OF GRAMBLING COLLEGE —
0Jzam&£i}tj, JlotU&Uuxi7tf2$5

April 7, 1966

Mrs. Corinne Carpenter.

Grambling, Louisiana 71245

Dear . Carpenter:

In reply to your recent letter with reference to use

of the Town Hall, you are eminently correct about the Uses

and practices of a town on same. It is, as you stated

generally used for civic groups of the town who have common

interest for the betterment of the town. These groups are

girl scouts, boy scouts, voter's league, general community

meetings and etc.
I hope no citizen will hold the Town Council responsible

for the meeting held recently by a group in the town hall.
I realize it was an error on my part for not having questioning

the representative as to the nature of its meeting,

the future assure you that all meetings will be cleared as to .

its nature or purpose before granting privilege for such

meetings to be carried on.

'4

I will in

I was told that a group of citizens wanted to meet to
I later learned that this meeting

I was not present at thediscuss community relations,
was held by the Deacon of Defense,
meeting, but I do not approve of any meeting of a subversive

. nature to be held- in the town hall.

I wish to thank you for calling my attention to the same ,

and I assure -you this will not happen again.

Yours truly

(

B. T. Woodard , Mayor
TOWN OP GRAMBLING

BTW/csg

A
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Tli© following description '©ns obtained

through observation and interview:

COBZSHB T. GJffiPEBEEB.
Hegro
Focal©
October 8, 1918
Vicksburg, Mississippi
5’3“
130 pounds
light
medic
black and graying

H&mo
Ba.ee
See
Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Height
Weight
C©S2pl©2£i©B
Build
Bair
Address

vr>tA(t

b6

L Louisiana
Assistant Professor,
Grabbling College,
School of Business

b7C

Occupation

13
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S,
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Any11 30. 3Lft3S

COEJIIIS flXCHGhSCSS aas contacted concerninga letter h& bad received tfreia th® Boacons of Sofesaeand Justice* He advised that Ho l»n fossa# the lottoslaying osa basis scat of His cos* o$s tfednocfap nooningdps'll .6, IDSSo He Had so Idea vh$ tho letter Had boosplaced t&om or v;Ho could Hava <£ez.o it*tHat Ho casused that either sesoona Had used thatBeacons ©£ Bcfassa as# Justice as a dicguico is sending;the lottery or it aao ore sonhso of the Es&coss thatseat tho lottos* are sot tiao ors&oissticm as a OHOIG*
IS?* HSCEOISSOH adviced that Ho 'Eras&st aEsssfcer of the S&acoss of Bofoaco as# Justice &nS haSsavor fessa approached to hoeoEo a Ksafcesr fessaino Hovas sure that t&e aemtors HOG'S that Ho troald sotfesflosss to tho orcasisatlor** E© felt the xsasbors alsoHsow that &©- is?as sot aa ^Basics Ska** because Ho didparticipate is the iiareh fyoa GsXna to Hentganary andother Civil Eights activities Is the area* Is far ashis "Hade ‘foss”' r̂itisgs cere concerned* ho wet© onlysports for *&© aewpapw*

£2?* IIICHOBSCO adviccl that as farho did sot have any cssoaios either issido or outsideof the Haaeoss of Safcsac and Justice* Ho eonoa is.contact with alaost evwyosa at tho school through hisszwh os the paper feist Ho decs sot toneh asp classesor corao is close contact sith asp ctafonto* Ha advised
to osplsin vhy ha Had receivedthe lettc-r and ho nesuned it to ho a Jobs and not s@a&by soso one in the Beacons oi BaEomsa and- Justlea*Ho advised that Ho had easily forgettoss about the stsDlocitaatioa and s?as sot sonrlcd ahsat it at ail*.

V

5&0 follosisg description- mas obtainedthrough ohssrmtion and intosfvieo t

Ho stated

*•

Me bnas?as

that he sen at a tow->

Hans 8£L2E o* I32CH01S0H
Saco STagpo-

On__^/lS/^ .File #.•° Sfc&e&stesa

g/wggSi -COilLEB Bo IISBBOaS’SE/Jna Date dictatedby_
ThU document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the- FBI ond is loaned to your agency;
it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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HO 3-2IGtCQS/Jas

Sea: Silo

Bato of Birth

Tiiimii&l& y hzml&ismss.Place of Birth b6
b7C

1,/iddress
L Edui&iana

&t t* v*A»r*Height

Weight l‘?0 pounds

StockyBailei

Osaplessioa Bars

Character1stic-s Jfeistaefee

Marital Status Xftvoar&Kl

Occupation 'ficporting , ami Feblicatiosss
GrasiMiag College

»
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dooffisorit, oontsiss aeit&es6
eoacEoaiCES of kh® i7B2U

s^scrs:oadaf:loa3 aoy
tbo $ra93?ty of tlio FBIssd is io&nod to g-oar creasy5 it &s4 its ccmteats arcmot to bo distributed outside you? agency*

2t is

16*

k j.:-


