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5410-108-03

NMENT 4

DATE: 10/12/65

e

o

Re Baltimore letter to the Bureau dated 9/22/65.-— .

On 10/4/65, CLYDE B. KING, Management Assistant, N
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, Harpers Ferry, ‘ S
W, Va., advised that there is no known meeting place
in Harpers Ferry, W. Va., which might be used for a
meeting of the Deacons For Defense, with the exception
of the high school auditorium and the National Park
Ser?ice facilities at the Mather Training Center.
"NoKING said that to his knowledge there has been no effort
' made by any group to have any type of a meeting in
Harpers Ferry, W. Va., on 12/4/65.

/- KING identified 12/4 as the anniversary of
/ the date of the hanging of JOHN BROWN at nearby Charles
' Towvn, W, Va. ’

v

, It is noted that the Harbers Ferry, W. Va.,
Post Office services much of the nearby area located
in the State of Maryland.

KING said that the I.B.P,O0.E, W. (Negro Elks)
have their national headquarters at what is known as
the Kennedy Farmhouse, which is actually the farmhouse
by JOHN BROWN and his raiders before their attack
e arsenal at Harpers Ferry in 1859, This farm-
is located in Maryland, approximately one-half
om the Samples Manor Church., KING pointed out
e property owned by the I.,B.P.O.E.W. includes
s outlying buildings besides the Kennedy Farmhouse
B-cifically, a large hall which has offices and a
flance hall. He pointed out that meetings can be
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PG 157-429

held in this specific building located at the Kennedy
Farmhouse.

‘ KING said that the I.B.P.0.E,W. is now in the
wrocess of selling their holdings at the Kennedy Farm-
oouUs2 with the intention of moving their headquarters
“0 the West Coast, but that no buyer for the property
420 been found to date.

; ZADS

HLTIMORE

-~ At‘Sandy Hook, Md.
' Will locate the facility owned by the I.B.P.O.E.W.

- and through established sources, identify the azfair

planned for 1%/4/65..




10/18/65

1 = Mr. Murphy

To: SACs lom Angoles (157=1184)
, New Orleans (157-3290)

From: Director, FBI (157-2466)

aDE&CGSS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTERS

Referonce Los Angoles teletype 10/19/65 captioned as
ahove. los Angeles ghould submit hy return airtel the information
contsined in refersnced teletype in letterhead momorandum fors,

' The Los Angsles Office should closely follow this matter
with the los Angeles Office of the Alcohol aund Tobacco Tax Division
and furnish all available informetion to the Bureau in lotterhead
memorandumn form,

Although the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Division has b &
primary jurisdiction regarding this matter, the New Orleans Office ~
should closely follow this matter and attempt to develcop informa.
tion through New Orleans sources in connection with New Orleans's
continuing investigation of the Descons of Defense and Justice,

1 - Dallas

BPM: dehcg/f/x/ MAILED 4
" 0CT 191965 s \\ ﬁ

COMM-FB{ \\ )

NOTE:

Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Division source in Los Angeles
advised that Czech manufacturer delivered 420 machine guns to

the Deacons of Defense and Justice at Baton Rouge Lou
in July, 1965, ge, isiana,
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REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE lNVESTlGATlVE PERIOD t
NEW ORLEANS NEW ORLEANS 10/14/65 8/31/65 - 9/28/65
TIT' E OF CASE REPORT MADE .BY TYPED BY
“ "DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, SA DONALD J, MC GORTY des
FEBRIDAY. LOUJXSIANA CHARACTER OF CASE
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NCN-PROSECUTIVE SUMMARY REPORT

- NEW ORLEANS PIVISION

AT FERRIDAY, LOUISIANA

- P -
LEADS
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Will maintain contact with VICTOR GRAHAM, Acting Pres:lden‘t:

Ferriday Unit of the Deacons for Defense and Justice. ,7
ADMINISTRATIVE:
ALL INFORMATION CONTA!NED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
Y
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1V - Secret Service, New Orlé% : - RECT — v
1 - ICG, New Orleans {RM) 4
1 - ONI, New Orleans (RM) ./ 7~—,;7 éé 7
1 - OSI, Barksdale AFB,La. (RM) 0CT 18 1965
3 - New Orleans 2-(157-5624) % 110
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An extra copy of this report is being disseminated
to the Bureau for further dissemimation to Secret Sérvice, in-"
asmuch as members of the Deacons of Defensé and Justice, in some
instances fall within category 5(c). In view of this, a copy
of ‘this report- pertaining to the orgamization is beéing furnished
to Secret Service in order that they may. have a better under-
standing of activities of various indiV1duals in whom they have
Jurisdictional interest.

A copy of this report is being furnished to ICG, ONI,
New Orleans, as well as OSI, Barksdale Air Ferce Base, Louisiana,
in view of their respect;ve interests in Klan matterso
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Copy to:

’ Report of: SA DONALD J. MC i@PRTY Offices :.‘N%W ORLEANS
Date: OCTOBER 1&j 1965

Field Office File No.: NO 157-5624 Bureau File No.:

Titl « DEACONS FOR D) NSE AND JUSTICE,
FERRIDAY, LOUI

Character: RACIAL MATTERS

Synopsis: VICTOR GRAHAM, Acting President, Ferriday Unit of
the Deacons for Defense and Justice, Incorporatéd.,
Ferriday, Louisiana, advised that although the unit
has been chartered by the National Organization the S
unit has had no meeting nor is there any firm
commitment from pragpective members. He stated that
his brother, LEO GRAHAM, is the Acting Secretary.
He stated effortsape now being made to secure at
least 20 members for the unit at Ferriday; la.

- P -

DETAILS:

This investigation is predicated upon information that
a unit of the Deacons for Defense and Justice, Incorporated, had
been. chartered at Ferriday, Louisiana.: o )
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 1t and
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agzency.
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‘DERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATI(‘
__ pate . 9/6/65
CONEBENTIAL 1)

: MELDON ACHESON, CORE worker, Ferriday, Louisianas
furnished the following information: .

-
’ 4 ¢ *° T
\

ACHESON advised that he did not think that a
) chapter of the Deacons for Defense and Justice had been
officially formed at Ferriday, Loulsiana.

- He stated during the time when acts of violence
were being committed almost nightly in Ferriday, Louisiana,
a group headed by VICTOR GRAHAM contacted the Deacons in
Bogalusa, Louisiana, to ascertain the.procedure for forming
the Deacons, dt Ferriday, Loulsiana. Initlally, a repre-
sentative of the Deacons at Bogalusa was suppose to come to
Ferriday to get the chapter started; however, this never
materialized. He stated that -he knows that some correspondence
between GRAHAM and the Deacons at Bogalusa, Louisiana, took
place., However, he did not know the contents. He stated
that since the violence has stopped in Ferriday,. Loulsilana,
he has heard no talk, either from GRAHAM or anyone else about
forming a Deacons for Defense and Justice at Ferriday, Loulsilana.

; z ri't*t*é
on . 8/31/65 .. TFerriday, Louisiana File # _ NO 157-5621
SA DONALD J. MC GORTY
by __ SA ELMER B. LITCHFIELD / cal Date dictated __9/3/65

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distrib outside your agency.
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LEO GRAHAM, | |, - Louisiana,
furnmshed the following Information: ?

.
.

LEO GRAHAM advised that he is the Acting Secretary for
the Ferriday Unit of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Imcorporated.
He stated that in conjunction with his brother, VICTOR, who is the
Acting President of the Unit, he has made many-efforts to récruit
members for this unit, He stated that he has spoken to approximately
30 individuals of which 20 have stated that they would become members
of this unit, S

GRAHAM stated that up until the present time the unit
has not had any meetings, nor official functions. He stated that
one of the causes of this is due to the fact that they can find
no suitable place to have their meetings. He said another thing
which is holding up the membership drive in the unit is that each
new prospective member is required to pay a $5.00 initiation fee
and not too many ©f the individuals who are interested in’ the unit
are willing to pay out $5.00 to get.into it. GRAHAM advised that
this . $5.00 initiation fee is used to secure pamphlets and printed
material from the National Orgaszation.- ‘ :

GRAHAM advised that within the next two.or three weiks
either the unit will have a strong membership drive and get under
way or else it will go defunct. ‘ —

GRAHAM further stated that he has not attended any
"of the sate meetings or any.of the meetings for the Deacons, outside
of Ferriday, Louisiana. He stated if, in the event, once the
unit really gets going, he is required to attend state meetings
of the Deacons and he would be glad to furnish information as to
what happened at these meetings to the FBI. He further stated
that because he has not attended any state meetings he is not too
knowledgeble concerning the many facets of the Deacons. of Defense
and Justice and therefore could not furmish too much information
en their activities at the present,jéézﬁup

3

on__9/28/65 , _Ferriday, Louisiana File #  NO 157-5624

SA DONALD J, MC GORTY/dcs- 9,/29/65

by Date dictated
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NO 157-5624/dcs CONEIBENTIAL m

GRAHAM further stated that the unit has no walki-
talkies or other equipment at the present; however, once thé unit -
does catch hold he expects to get as much equipment as is pessible.
He stated all these equipment purchases ax made by the unit® through
the National Organization, He stated that preseémtly both he and-
his brother have personally owned firearms as do som@ other pro-
spective members; however, it is not thé type of equipment which is
required of the unit.

GRARAM further advised that he would continue to co-

opéirate with the FBI and would furnish them the mames of all the’
Eé 1

members as well as any eqguipment and weapons they might purchase.

C i o




y~ 1 T )

« FD-302 (Rev, 1-25-60) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- "4":".':(". i . G o ko5
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VICTOR GRAHAM, |, Louisiana,
furnished the following dinformation:

VICTOR GRAHAM stated that he is the Acting President of
the local chapter of the Deacons for Defense and Justice, Incorporated.
He stated that sométime during the latter part of July, he along with
some other fellows, decided to contact the Deacons in order to find
out how to form a chapter at Ferriday, Louisiana. A few days after
submitting a request to the Deacons for Defense and Justice at i
Bogalusa, Louisiana, they were contacted by a Mr., RILEY, Mr. AMOS and
Mr. KILPATRICK, Negro members of the Deacons for Defense and Justice,
at Jonesboro, Louisiama. He stated that they familiarized him with -
thé procedures of how to secure a charter, the needed number of parti-
cipants in the urit and some of its activities. '

He then stated that after discussing the matter with his
brother and a few of his friends, they decided to secure a charter
for the organization. He stated that he sent $100.00 to a HENRY
C., AMOS at Jomesboro, Louisiana, which was the initiation fee for
obtaining a charter, Two weeks later the charter was received.
The following is a verbatim copy of the charter received by the
Ferriday Unit of the Deacons for Defense and Justice, In@@rp@rated:

""Charter
Deacons for Defense and Justice, Incorporated

To the members of the Ferriday chapter of Ferriday,
Louigiana.

Branch of Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated
Greetings

Your application for admission to the Deacons of
Defense and Justice, Incorporated, has been passed upon
by the Board of Directors of the Deacons of Defense and
Justice, Incorporated, at its meeting on the ninth day
of August, 1965, and granted. This charter .is therefore
issued to you, your organization, is now enrolled as a
branch of the Deacons. -

5

On 9/28/65 o _Ferriday, Louisiana File # NO 157-5624

SA PONALD J, MC GORTY/dcs 9/29/65
\ Date dictated S

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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This charter is granted:on the condition that your
organization will endeavor to the best of its ability te
co-operate with the Deacons in the furtherance of its
objectives namely; °‘The defense of justice for all men’,

The Beard of Directors r 2serve the right to suspend
or revoke this charter at any time the Board deem it for
the best interest of the Deacons.

Dated at Jomesboreo, Louisiana, on this ninth day
of August, 1965. '

/8/ Percy Lee Bradford
Chairman of the Beoard of Directors”

' This charter is on yellow paper, 8% by 11, and is
bordered with a red embroidery. In the lower left hand corner of
the charter there is a blue wax shield with the Deacons for Defense

r and Justice sealed stamped upon it,

GRAHAM stated that the unit at Ferriday, Louisiana,
has never really gotten off the ground, inasmuch as nothing has
bhappened since the summer time. He stated they have had no
meetings; however, he, along with his brother, LEO GRAHAM, who
i8 Acting Secretary, has made many efforts to regruit members
for this unit. He feels that once things get under way there

- will be approximately 20 members in this unit to start with. He
further advised that in addition to paying the $100.00 for @ -
charter the unit is requested to forward $2.00 per month to Mr,
BRADFORD, which is the monthly dues paid to the Natiomal Organization
by the local units,

~

E In addition to the charter, GRAHAM stated that he also
reéceived membership cads fr e vacons for Defemse and Justice,
Incorporated, which are nothing more than & record keeping card
for payment of dues by individual members. In addition, there
was a monthly report sheet, which is to be submitted to the
National Organization advising them of the total number of members,
both active and inactive and any other necessary information which
they might require. . ‘

‘ - B*
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10/15/65
Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)
AIRTEL AIR MAIL
) (Priority)
TO: W_..
b3 )

FROM: Ac, NEW ORLEANS (D R
ALL INFORMATION CON

INTERNATIONAL DAY§ F PROTEST'UEQ:VJ!S{JNCLASS”qC’

{ L.\-g.- Py

IS - C ,
T - DATE 1-2/-5 BY 5

Re New Orleans teletype to Bureau 10/15/65.

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of LHM
which relate to proposed demonstration in New Orleans on

10/16/65 reported in referenced teletype. _
i}

i

" Enclosed for Milwaukee and San Francisco are one
copy each of LHM since these oifices are origin in "National
Coordination Committee to End The War in Viet Nam' and "Viet

Namg Day Committee' respectively. '

- __The confidential source referred to in LHM is

— | New Orleans,
who has been utilized by the Intelligence Unit of the New
Orleans Police Department. He has become dissatisfied -
with New Orleans PD and in recent past has volunteered

information to New Orleans Division. 'i ¢?;7“.;2%j(gé;mm
. & J .
No informationyhas bten developedCItRNERROEDeans
concerning demonstratidué at military bad@S ow: ceficeiming

draft card burnings. ew Orleans will follow the proposed
demonstration on 10/
105

T, g .
‘63/4‘Bureau (Encls. &) (RM)
© 1 = Milwaukee (Info) (100~14700) (Encl. 1) (RM)

1 - San Francisco (Info) (100-View Nam Day Committee) (Encl. 1) (@M)
b3

4 - New Orleans (2:[__ P (1: 100-17231) (1: 157-3290)

e
b
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~
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NFS:sab . . .
2 /é/w//ﬂ;'gdu)y/ﬁ 44 RAO 77 {A@ = it P
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
) File No.

New Orleans, Louisiana
October 15, 1965

PROPOSED DEMONSTRATIONS
PROTESTING UNITED STATES
POLICY IN VIET NAM AT

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
OCTOBER 16, 1965 .

On October 15, 1965, a confidential source, who has
not been contacted suff101ent1y to evaluate his reliability,
advised that Joe Verret, a student at Louisiana State University
.2t New Orleans“r“aﬁiSéﬂ”that there would be a meeting in the
school cafeteria at Loyola University at 7:30 p.m., October 135,
1965, in preparation for a demonstration in the form of plcketlng
in front of the Federal Building at 701 Loyola Avenue, New -
Orleans, Louisiana, at 2 p.m., October 16, 1965. The source
advised that Joe Verret is a member of the Spartacist and
the United Front for Peace and Freedom in Viet Nam.

According to source, Verret also stated that

representatives for the International Women®s Committee
for Peace and Freedom in Viet Nam would be present at the
meeting and during.the picketing ctober 16, 1965. Verret
also stated that Aubrey Woods, w2§§7§e iden fied as the
New Orleans represéntative of th eacons,' or/Defense and
Justice, would attend the meeting &0 15,1965. However, '
the source did not know whether any mem ers for the Deacons
gor Defense and Justice would take part in the picketing on

ctober 16, 1965. Verret also had advised that three of the
persons picketing would carry placards bearing the name '
"Spartacist" .and its New Orleans post offlce box number,,

This document contains' neither. recommendations nor conglusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loanéd to
-your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency. - LY oy e

| {_xu INFORMATION CONTAINEQ/ 7 /ENGLOSURE
'EREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED : ,
DATE - 21 5 BY 5Pl g0 [f¢ *NCLOSURR
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TO DIRECTOR (157-2466)
NEW om}ins (157-3290)

FROM LOS ANGELES (157-1184) 2P _
@ Reiel Ki 1 TS ‘."F, ‘._» 'J'\
DEACONS OF /DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, -RM; ©02 NEW ORLEANS. é") LR

RAY DOYLE, ATTU,
ATTU%EOURCE HAS CONTACT WITH INDIVIDUAL CONNECTED WITH )
CZECHOSLOVAKIAN FIREARMS MANUFACTURER. THMIS INDIVIDUAL ADVISED
i ATTﬂ*@OURCE THAT REPRESENTATIVE OF CZECH MANUFACTURER DELIVERED
{ FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY MACHINE GUNS, NOT FURTHER DESCRIBED, TO THE
DEACONS Aﬁ”BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA, IN JULY, NINETEEN SIXTY FJVE. o

e

WEAPONS ALLEGEDLY STORED BATON ROUGE. R

“ATTU"SOURCE IS OF BELIEF HE CAN OBTAIN LIST OF SERIAL ,:Q)%
'NUMBERS OF ‘A NUMBER OF MACHINE GUNS MANUFACTURED BY THE CZECH \b
FACTORY. SERIAL NUMBERS PERTAINING TO THE FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY

\

}~

MACHINE GUNS TURNED OQVER TO DEACONS WILL BE INCLUDE‘&éON LI ?4 \“ ‘
A

il

‘RAY DOYLE aDVISED H1s Source viRCHAIERRRRTN SERr
NUMBERS FROM PLANT IN CzEGHogfovakia. ATTSsoWERHiEseeny

5 U <
—3 \‘;\» 2"«‘*5"
®

INSTRUCTED TO ATTENPT TO OBTAIN DETAILS-RE ENTTREWEAPONS -

mansaé‘n,on INCLUDING SERIAL NUMBERS AND [POSSIBLE PRESENT }0’\ Ny
R

LOCATION OF “EAPONSIN BATON ROUGE. ‘ (e ““’ , AL \ i

\ Aw%

_ ) 0 ;f ng Jf Q«Au»
Mg o WL . A * AL H\FORMATI% t\ '
N /QLLTOH% 5/@0? 2 1965 bty T (}‘;'f L\ \ }»‘E HN }S UVCLASSIHEDD

!
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PAGE TWO

ATTU?kLOS ANGELES, HAS ALERTED THEIR DALLAS OFFICE WHICH
COVERS LOUISIANA, |

LOS ANGELES WILL MAINTAIN CLOSE CONTACT WITH ArruféLos
ANGELES, FOR ANY ADDITIONAL PERTINENT DETAILS.

ﬁﬁgkgg§y DALLAS FOR INFO.

END
WA...BXG RPP
FBI WASH DC
NO.. . LWH
FBI NEW ORLS

U

s ALCOHRL TTAX AND ToRACED LIVT
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OPTIONAL FORM_NO. 10 5010-107
MAY. 1262 EDlTlON

) UNITED STATES GO’{NMENT ‘
Memorandum
Director, FBI (157-2466)(RM) DATE: 10/25/65

Oéaij;, C, Birmingham (157~ 1446)(RM) - RUC

SUBJECT: DEACONS OF DEFENSE & JUSTICE, aka

RM
ggl 00: New Orleans

Re BH tel to Bureau dated 9/2/65, AM copy
to New Orleans; BH airtel, enclosing LHM, dated 9/3/65.

Referenced communications set forth all
pertinent information available to Birmingham concerning
captioned group. There are no outstanding leads in this
matter in the Birmingham Office.

In view of above, BH is considering this
case RUC to 00.

L {j:ﬂgureau - RM
|

2 New Orleans (157—3290) - RM
1 Birmingham

S yME:fe
‘ (5) {

1 .
ALL INFORYATION CONTAINED. * “ 57 =g A
H[REH\I IS UNCLASSIFIED ¢ * [0 7 e 15

TE 2219 DY %LM%/ 12 0GT 251965

& 5;

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Routing Slip
(Copies to Offices Checked)

0-7 (Rev. 9-23-64)

A
“70: SAC,
[] Albany wnston [ ] New York City ] Tamp'
[ ] Albuquerque [ ®idianapolis [ 1 Norfolk [ ] WashinGton Field
[ ] Anchorage [ 1 Jackson [ ] Oklahoma City [} Quantico
[ ] Atlanta [ 1 Jacksonville ] Omaha
[ ] Baltimore [ ] Kansas City [ ] Philadelphia TO LEGAT:
[ ] Birmingham [} Knoxville [ ] Phoenix [] Bern
[] Boston [ Las Vegas [ ] Pittsburgh [] Bonn
(] Buffalo [] Little Rock [ ] Portland [} London
[] Butte [} Los Angeles [ ] Richmond [ ] Manila
[ ] Charlotte [] Louisville [ St. Louis [ ] Mexico, D.F.
[__] Chicago [] Memphis [ ] Salt Lake City [ ] Ottawa
] Cincinnati [] Miami [] San Antonio [1 Paris
[] Cleveland Milwaukee [ ] San Diego [ ] Rome
[ ] Dallas Minneapolis [ ] San Francisco [ 1 Rio de Janeiro
[ ] Denver [} Mobile [] San Juan [] Tokyo
(] Detroit ] Newark [} Savannah
[] El Paso New Haven [ ] Seattle
[ ] Honolulu New Orleans ] Springfie1i0/22/65

Dat

. DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL JMATTERS

A
m

Retention For appropriate
[ optional EEI action

{_ ] The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report, [] conceal
all sources, [ ] paraphrase contents.

{_] For information [ Surep, by

[ Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA

dated

cenoie: ReLAtel 10/19/65 and Buairtel 10/19/65.

New Orleans should advise appropriate
local authorities, Army intelligence and Secret
Service of the contents of referenced teletype.

ALL INFORZAATISN 35 TAINES
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED =
DATE_2-40.5 BY

o 157-2466
e 157-3290
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Domestic Intelligence 'ision

’7 INFORMATIVE NOTE

10/19/65

Deacons of Defense and Justice is|
an all-Negro organization based in
Louisiana and having as its main
 purpose the arming of Negroes for
 Iprotection against Klan violence.
It is the subject of a pending
Bureau investigation,

Attached reports Treasury
investigation of the alleged
acquisition of automatic weapons
which is in the investigative
jurisdiction of Treasury.

We are advising the Department
and following this matter closely.
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10/22/65
Airtel
2 1 - My, llurphy
| /
{ To: SAC, Chicago (157-572)

From: Director, FBI (157-24G6)

¢ DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
RACIAL MATTERS

The following information was contained in a United
Press International news release, dated 10/16/65:

"Chicago~~the Deacons for Defense and Justice,
a gun-carrying group oX southern Negroes
dedicated to meeting force with force, plans
to establish its first chapter in the North
in Chicago.

Earnest Thomas, Vice President of the group,

said yesterday the group has 62 chapters in

Dixie. The Chicago chapter wag planned

because the Ku Klux Klan, which the Deacons k%fﬁ )
were formed to fight, is ‘moving North and

we're going to try to curtail some of its P

activity,' he said. -~

MNILED 25 i Thomas, who lives in Jonesboro, La,, the
o m birthplace of the Deacons, said the group
LT 1955 operates in the South . 'by riding armed with
NOLER pisto}s and good rifles in radio-equipped
e cars,
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Sullivan
Tavel
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He said the primary purpose behind the group

, own terms." ‘4i;’
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Airtel to SAC, Chicago :
Re: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
157-2466

As you are aware, the Deacons of Defemse and Justice,
Inc,, (DDJF) is a Negro organization having as its main purpose
the arming of Negroes for protection against Klan violence,

Said organization has been active in demonstrations in Bogalusa,
Louisiana.,, -

In view of the foregoing and becausc of the potential .
for violence, Chicago should initiste immediate inquiry to
detormine available facts concerning the plans of the DDJ to
start a chapter in Chicago., Follow closely any actual efforts
in this regard and if a chapter is orpanized, develop necessary
sources in order to fully obtain information concerning the
activities of the DDJ leaders. and the proup's activities.

You should be alert to any indications of subversive
and/or outside influences on the DDJ. Also, you should establish
such sources as may be necessary to run out information regarding
weapons reportedly possessed by the DDJ and any leads regarding
weapons' suppliers.

Chicago should also be alert for any information
indicating an extension of the DDJ to other northern cities.
Leads should be promptly set out and New Orleans, the‘qfﬁicé

Y oo o e - i ke w e om e

of origin, fully informed concerning developments.

Bureau nmust be promptly advised of all developnmeats
regarding the DDJ and information suitable for dissemination
should be submitited by letterhead memorandum.
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, CHICAGO-~-THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, A

*OF SOUTHERN NEGROES DEDICATED TO MEETING FORCE UITH FORCE, PLANS TO '

ESTABLISH ITS FIRST CHAPTER IN THE NORTH IN CHICAGO. ‘
EARNEST THOMAS, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE GROUPﬁASAID YESTERDAY THE !

(RACIAL)
GUN-CARRYING GROUP *

GROUP HAS é2 CHAPTERS IN DIXIE. THE CHICAGO CHAPTER WAS PLANNED
BECAUSE THE KU KLUX KLAN, WHICH THE DEACONS WERE FORMED TO FIGHT. 1S
;gogi¥g NORTH AND WE'RE ZOING TO TRY TO CURTAIL SOME OF ITS ACTIVITY,®

THOMAS, WHO LIVES IN JONESBORO, LA,, THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE DEACONS
SAID THE GROUP OPERATES IN THE SOUTH "BY RIDING ARMED WITH PISTOLS AND
GOOD RIFLES IN RADIO-EQUIPPED CARS.® ‘

; __HE SAID THE PRIMARY PURPOSE BEHIND THE GROUP WAS TO MEET THE KKK  °

. AND SIMILAR GROUPS ON ITS OWN TERMS. : ~
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DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, RM.

RICQUE LESEUR /PHONETIC/ REPRESENTATIVE OF DEACONS FGR DEFENSE AND

JUSTICE IN NYC, ADVISED RUDOLPH JONES, AID TO JESSE GRAY, HARLEM RENT
STRIKE ORGANIZER, THAT THERE IS A STATE OF SIEGE OF THE NEGRO COMMUNIT% ’
IN BOGALUSA, LA., BY THE POLICE, THAT THE POLICE HAD GONE INTO THE !

COMMUNITY WITH MACHINE GUNS, BUT THE DEACONS WERE AFRAID TO FIGHT BACK.-

THE POLICE ALLEGEDLY BROXE-SOME NOSES. ' ‘
/
lj}/ RICQUE STATED THAT CHARLES, /0 CHILDS, PHONETIC/ WAS COMING UP TO

NY AND WOULD BE GETTING INTO NY ABOUT ONE PM OCTOBER TWENTYTHREE. RUDY
WANTS CHARLES /PHONETIC/ TO SPEAK AT A STREET RALLY AT ONE HUNDRED
TYENTYFIFTH STREET AND SEVENTH AVENUE, NYC, AT TWO PM ON OCTOBER TWENTY

il
THREE, WHERE HE AN TELL WHAT HAPPENED IN BOGALUSA. NYCPD ADVISED.(%

LHM FOLLOWS. NYO wIiL Koveky | KR REC 21 Ry
{ g ,.JL%”;/’ Do, R8I
/ f*rf rf/ﬁ,ﬂf St T fer 25 Ul 28 1965
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- FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION CUIDE b6
DATE 08-24-3018 v {1 b7C

i DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: - = 1

d
OPNIORAL FOMA NO., 10
.

. UNITED -STATES GOWPNMENT

Memomndum

TO  : DIRECTOR, FBL (157-2466) DATE:  10/26/65

{'SAC, JAGKSON (157-3465) (P)

SUBJECTQ)_EACONS OF DEFENSE AND
o JUSTICE, INC,, AKA

o RACTAL. MATTER OLASS. & EXT. BY)
1 . REL8or - FIL:A -\
(00: New Orleans) DAY ox REVIEW,_/ NO- e~ gv 3

Re Jackson airtel with LﬁM dated 9/3/65.

-
. 5 En@l@md for the Bureau are eight copies of a LHM

g and two copies are submitted for New Orleans. Ome copy eacl’
being forwarded to INTC, OSI, ONI, and Secret Service, Jackson.
Mississippi Highway Safety Patro]]. and Jackson Police Departe
ment, Jackson, Mississippi, have been advised of f@gults in

LEM, | )
. The investigation set forth in the LHM was
@@ndu@t@d by SA JAMES O, INGRAM, :

_ | (Protect) is the fiﬁrgt 7  b7D

,:}’ source in the LHM., | | second souree,
=~  mentioned in LHM. The third source is (PROB) ;who )
y

] 5 ;ﬁ\, --wag contageted by SA CLARK S. MILLER at Bogalusa, L@mi@i@nsﬁﬂ)
y 2
A = © ,“': %' —— - ¢
e - 52 LEADS:S . \Q&G’% /ST ALE é 7 g
H OHE.0 (g k
O O .
< AHRA NEW ORLEANS DIVISION =~ 18 N’Q.V 1 139_5
l ' AT BOGALUSA, LOULSIANA N
' : ) -r* .
~ 9‘3\3?;@ ~ Will through sources conduct appr@pﬁa' investigation

assisting in the o:‘:‘ganizat:ion of ;élmapt@r in mggissippi,; Will
advise Jackson in the event the Bogalusa Chapt@m or amy other
hapt@rs send deacons to Mississippi for meetings.,

<6‘ "“"to determine CHARLES SIMS and ROY BURRIS further plams for

VALALNY,
) ‘_‘._Y P Bureau (157-2466) (Encso 8) ! (RM) \E
Y “%'- New Orlesns (157»3290) (Ence. 2 ) (/\\K
Q\: 5 & Jackson 1
JLO/Bimn ( = 157-452) (MFDP) ’;3 :
BT ) 1 - 15%3377@) (MIKE HIGSON) ,.°
CONHDENTIAL (1)




JN 157-3465 .
CONFIBENTIAL
JACKSON DIVISION -

AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPIL

Will maintain contact with sources to obtain backe
ground concerning org@gmization of Deacons of Defemse and
Justice (DDJ). If chapter in Mississippi organized, will
attempt to determine leadership, strength of members, activities
as well as arms acquired.

Will attempt to determine potentiality for violence
' and any outside influence on chapters., i

Will determine if DDJ from Louisiana arrived in
Migsissippi for discussions with possible DDJ members.
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UNITED STATESi DEPARTMENZROF JUSTICE

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED
RACTIAL MATTERS

I A4
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Mike’Higson, Assistant Officer, Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP), 507% North Farish,
Jackson, Mississippi, advised on September 23, 1965
“he attended ‘a meeting at the Masonic Temple located on

Lynch Street in Jackson on August 30, 1965, The meeting

was sponsored by the Hinds County MFDP and the MFDP

arranged to have individuals with the Deacons of Defense
. and Justice, Incorporated (DDJ) Chapter .at Bogalusa,
Louisiana, to be there.

v Higson stated he attended the meeting and there
& . were approximately 175 to 200 people fin attendance and
the principal speakerss-were Charles ims, President of
{\th@ Bogalusa Chapter and RoyXBurris, Vice President of
Bogalusa Chapter. There were other DDJ members from the
Bogalusa Chapter present at the meeting. Arrangements
N were made to have the members of the DDJ from Bogalusa
return to Jackson around September 15 to determine what
steps had been made to arranger for DDJ Chapters im
Mississippi, espécially in Jackson., 'He said Simé and
Burris had advised the persons in attendance they would
have to raise funds to form chapters,

.~ Higson_stated that to his knowledge Sims and
Burris have not returned to'Mississippi and thete has
been no great interest in forming chapters in Jackson or
in Mississippi. '

On October 15, 1965, Higson advised that to his
knowledge there had been no chapters formed in the State
of Mississippi and he does not believe Sims, Burris or
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND VUNFL [0
JUSTICE, INGORPORATED

any other representatives of the DDJ in Louisiana have
returned to Mississippi. :

M, B, Pierce, Chief of Detectives, Jackson,
Mississippi Police Departmient, who has been contacted onm
several occasions has advised he has received no pertinent
information of any DDJ Chapters being formed in the
State of MiSSISSlppi He said they were following this
nmatter very c]L@S@lyo

Charl@s Snodgrass, Administrative Assistant to
the Chief of the Mississippi: Highway‘%&f@ty Patrol, Jackson,
who has been contacted on several occasions @@n@@rning
this matter has advised he has received no pertinent
information concerning any chapters being formed in.the _
State of Mississippli by the DDJ,

[A source who has furnished reliable information
in the past and who attended the meeting at the Maser&é
Temple on August 30, 1965, advised on. September 2, 1965§UE¥Q
that he had d@t@rmined ther@ was a group of N@gr@@s in
Natchez, Mississippi, who were interested in forming an
organizgation of the DDJ in Natchez., He said thexe have
been protest demonstrations, in Natchez.by' N@@mb@@ and
S@V@ral Negroes .believe they should organize for their .
own' pr@t@@ti@nox The source advised jchat the: leader o g;k(¢ﬂ3
the Neg%@@s in Ngtchez app@ars to be Jam@@Tﬂ@@ks@m9 a
barber who has a8_a Negro}barb@r shop on North Piie _Street, g

- fr;/,.s

[on gctober 19, 1965, the source advise;]th@t§§%<éﬂs
to his kn©w1@dge there has’b@@n no DDJ Chapter formed”
in Natchez, Alth@ugh there have been protest d@m@nstrati@ns
and marches in Natchez almost on a daily basis, they have
been orderly demonstratioms, [?h@ source advig@d]that h@]ﬁéi
has determined that Charles Sims and Roy Burris may return
to Mississippi around theé last part of October, 1965, to
confer with MFDP leaders conc@rning the forming of @hapt@rs
in Missi331ppi,

C AL )




~“DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND ,
JUSTICE, mcommmn C B {mn

Eé 'second source with whom insufficient contact has
been mad determine reliabillty advised om October 18,
1965, shi] attended the meeting in Jackson, Mississippi, m@%?
Amgust 30, 1965, at the ‘Masonic Temple where Deacons from
the B@galusa Chapter sPQEe to the assembled grouﬁo She
said ‘Sims and his grougciwere expected to return to Jackson
in September to assist in forming groupp but they did mnot.
She believes that the Negroes in the State of Mississippi
are not interested in forming DDJ .Chapters. She based this
statement upon the fact MFDP has no funds to support
chapters in the State and the Negroes themselves will mot
support chapters.,

=°  She said Sims and Burris had stat@d‘th@y would
return to Mississippi but to her knowledge they have not

returned to date,

The ‘Jackson, Mississippi'Clarion-Ledger" dated
September 10, 1965, carried an article by the Associated.
Press entltled "Natchez Negroes ‘Reject Deacons for Defense,"
The article related that Kenneth Dean, Dixector of the
Mississippi Human Relations Council, had told newspapermen
that Negroes in the racial torn clty of Natchez had turned
down offers to organize a chapter of the militant '"Deacons

s30, Of Defense,"

PN

[; third source who has furnished reliable information

+in the past advised on September 2, 196§]that Charles .Sims

had stated he had been in Jackson, Mississippi the week of
August 30, 1965, trying to organize the DDJ's at Jacksenm.

the source stateé]Sims had indicated .the Negroes of jﬁd:ﬁﬂj

Jackson were very reluctant to get involved in the DDJ,

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI., It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to
be distributed outside your agency°
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TO :  DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2U466) \: %s;ﬁ:/f/i}'
bL g

I's .
SAC, IOS ANGEIES (157-1184) (P) VKA
~ f

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RM
Q00: New Orleans.

(2]

Re Los Angeles airtel to the Bureau dated 9/29/65,
captioned as above, with eight copies of a letterhead
memorandum (IHM) enclosed; New Orleans letter to Los Angeles,
dated 10/15/65; Los Angeles teletype to the Bureau and
New Orleans dated 10/19/65, and Bureau airtel to Los Angeles
and New Orleans, dated 10/19/65.

Enclosed for the Bureau 1s an original and seven
copies of an IHM concerning the above-captioned organization's
posslble receipt of machine guns from a Czechoslovakian
firearms manufacturer.

Three coplies of the IHM are enclosed for the
office of origin, New Orleans, and one copy for Dallas,
inasmuch as the Dallas Office of the Alcohol and Tobacco
Tax Unit, U.S. Treasury Department, .covers Iouislana.

One copy each is also being sent to 0SI, Maywood, California,
FIO, Ios Angeles, and Secret Service, Los Angeles.

A
v
v
AR

b

3 - Bureau (Encs. (Air Mail - Registered)
2 - New Orleans (157-3290) (Encs. 3% (Air Mail - Registered)
1 - Dallas (Enc. 1) (Air Mail - Registered)

2 - Los Angeles (157-1184) O 7( 7
RNT s HMS *’\}ﬁ \KEG"N /~ N !

(8) o

Approved:

ACGENCY: A("Nw (\ o, GRLed &;%C .
. e, Z’A—-‘ ST ey
DA ( (é} w,“mriﬂﬁﬁzﬂwda i ,
L g '
B4 B L IHFORMATION CONTAINEA
- s - . N
- @ L HEREIN IS UNCLA S’SIHEB N\,

Special Agent in Charge

Sent BATEF=z2=8¥ [T} W



LA 157-1184
b7D
For the information of the Bureau a n ’
10/11/65, | and‘"#m_mmlﬁ 0
| —avTseTTRET— X
o
€r acutlivlity 1in the San Bernardino-Riverside ‘

and Los Angeles area on the part of CHARLES SIMS and A.Z. YOUNG,
after their appearance at the “Freedom Festival" on 9/23/65, at
San Bernardino, California. New Orleans advised 10/15/65, that
a source had advised that SIMS and YOUNG have returned to the
Bogalusa area,

The information concerning the machine guns was received

from ATTU Agent RAY DOYLE, Ios Angeles, who obtained the informa-
tion from an ATTU source,

This IHM is being classified -eenfidemtisi—because this
information tends to identify the ATTU source.

Los Angeles will maintaln close contact with ATTU for
any additional pertinent details,

-2-




UNI;QD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JQTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Los Angeles, Californla
File No. October 25, 1965
. i
i\
CO AL - (my

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTERS

On October 19, 1965, a representative of the Alcohol
and Tobacco Tax Unit, U.S. Treasury Department, Los Angeles,
California, advised that an ATTU source had reported that a
representative of a Czechoslovakian firearms manufacturer
delivered 420 machine guns, not further described, to the
"Deacons" at Baton Rouge, Loulsiana, in July, 1965. This source
sald that the weapons are allegedly stored in Baton Rouge.

Efforts are being made by the ATTU source to
obtain serial numbers of the weapons and other details
concerning the transaction, including the possible location
of the weapons.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 1s

.Q loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis-
- tributed outside your agency.
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DIPECTOR, FBI DATE: 10/28/65

SAC, NEW YORK (157-1542) (P) CONHIBENTIAL m)

(&
SUBJECT: THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
RACIAL MATTERS -

MEMO

A2

P Re Newark airtel and LHM to the Bureau, dated éii
<

9#20/65. A?/y\

on I%L reliable, advised BILL (LNU),
described by in re LLHM as the bartender, male, of b7D
Cuban or Puerto Rican decent, .5'10", 160 pounds, dark brown
hair, near olive complexion, ¢igan shaving and angular face,

P ] .

is BILL PITMAN(Mus v M@, plse s iq & 5 e A

VCW‘“”@WﬁM@
BILL#ZPITMAN was the subject of | [, in
which 1s refJected that through the cooperation of Postal
Inspector J .M, BURKE, Postal Inspector's Office, United . b3
States Post Office, 33rd Stre=at and 8th Avenue, New York bé
City, on 1/25/63, SAS of the NYO photographed names and b7cC
addresses 6f a number of persons to whom copies of the b7D
ﬂ)EGﬂNé@kﬂkBr;S World" were mailed on that date. BILL and b7E
- PMHMHMM_liLsted as residing at | |
— New York, New York. This is the
“game acdress | | indicated BILL (LNU) and a group
of nine men and seven women went to affer leaving a
benefit for the Deacons on 9/18/65. (%) (I 347

f —-NOLE 6
Bureau \ﬂﬁfjgiv
Baltimore 'Eﬁitp"'
Jackson
Newark €/57-/992) B
New Orleans

New York ([ | (BILL PITMAN) (43)
New York
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NV 157-1542 f

On September 17, 1964, Detective RAYMOND J.
CLAR¥E, Bureau of Special Services (BSS), New York City
Poiice Department (NYCPD), advised that WILLIAM PITMAN
is Chgirman of the West Side CORE, located at 100 West
82nd St., NZC. . o :

On February 28, 1965, Nmmm.mm_mwlicient
cornbaet to determine reliability, NYC,
advised WILLIAM C. PITMAN is an Irish alien who has a.Negro

wife and two children. She stated that at the present -
time, PITMEN nss applied for: American citizenship and has
received application for "first papers".

KLEIN alleged that PITMAN has been very active
in the present CGivil Rights program of the Negro. She
alleged that he hed organized a "West Side CORE', but
this organization was rebuffed by CORE as not being an
offiecial branch of the main organization.

|

[on 10/20/65; | lmade available a leafiet{&) (U]

indieating a "discobheque party™ was to be held 9/25/65,
at 9:30 PM, under tne auspices of 'The JohnsBrown _

_Commemoxetion. Committee! (IBCC), 100_W,. 82nd St., NY 24,
Ky, Puon=2 EN 2-4954, It is to be noted that this 1s the

" address where the benefit for the DDJ was held on 9/18/65.

NYO indices negative re JBCOC.

On 10/27/65, Detective ALONZO STANLEY, BSS,
NYCPD, advised their files contain no information re
JBCC.

b6
b7C

b7D




ST

A, 4

DECIASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROB

FHI AUTCMATTIL. DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE

FD-38 (Rev. 5-2264) paTE pE-24-2018

- W ‘

M .

}, i-&i\..

Transmit the following in

By

FBI
Date: 10/26/65

bé
b7C

Vig AIRTEL
N TO: DIRECTOR, FBI Az CONTAINED,

o por o e TFIED
L ’ E o T OudllN
ff' ‘ FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (1§7-1542) OTHaWIS /
l' A P
: SUBJECT :~DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE vy

e RACIAL MATTERS JiN

Re New York teletype to Bureau, 10/22/65.

Enclosed for Bureau and New Orleans are
copies of LHM in above case.

’ﬁf \ Confidential sources utilized in attached
i LHM are identified as follows: e
£ Source Number 1 0 o
» Source Number 2 L .tcy
S Source Number 3 _gy‘,’ [ ~/¢
2 Source Number 4 gﬁwﬁﬁ,",lxi
e Source Number 5 VT ¢a€'j
i Source Number 6 $k§ﬁ3V:/l’
Source Number 7 S
Source Number 8 C?{)ﬂﬁ'

This LHM is classified Y“Comfidemtiatl
to protect identities of above sources. Unauthorized

.
2f

~

DN

b7D
b7E

;:E disclosure of information attributed to these sources
oy F;% might impair their future effectiveness and such im-
& rapi pairment could have an adverse effect on the national
i B . defense interest.
g Zox Lo ,
T 3-Bureau (Encls. B)ELELR“U‘” o f T i /,i (;} {o %/2
“3-New Orleans (Encls. 3) @% e i '
l-New York )
iy rr=I USRI
AR STy o
z VJA:mjb . Q;.Qu¢‘ 3: }‘i"', "t . \"‘« ' i
1T - g;7 1€ 8) -] l/ ot N
L4 _ i/ OT A0 o agmazsy J{‘\/.')I. ~ Aa L o
( 7 T 7 ST SNET R T N g 5O
v f"“f 4ﬁ s / gfﬁsol‘l - F I /’. 1"2) U4 ;\'.E‘\\: / va’
1 - C —Q-—-v-m
Approyed: (i do: \\ & OF RE if' *:zégi_kw el
o Spec1ﬁl Agent in Charge [
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Detective PAUL BRENNAN furnished information
to Special Agent GERALD A. JAMES. Detective ANTON
MAIDOF furnished information to Special Agent VINCENT
J. ASCHERL.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to liew York, New York
File No. October 26, 1965

NYfile 157-15u2

Deocons For Defense and Justice
Racial Matters

Characterizations for individuals mentioned
in this communication are set forth at the end thereof.

Confidential sources utilized in this
communication have furnished reliable infornation in
the past. :

Confidentiazl source number one furnished
the following information on October 22, 1965:

g .
Ricquef LeSeur, Representative..of..the. .Deacans

For Defense and Justice, (DDJ), in New York City,

teTEPREHE 7498745, was in contact on October 22, 1965 with

Rudolph Jones, zid to Jesse Gray in the Comrunity Council

on Housing, 300 West 121st Street, Hew York City. Ricque

LeSeur stated that as of October 22, 13965, there was

a state of siege of the negro community in Bogalusa,

Louisiana, by the Police; further, that the police had

gene into the community with machine guns, but the DDJ

was afraid to fight back. Riccue LeSeur alleged that

the Police had "broken some noses", LeSeur Ffurther

informed Rudolph Jones that Cherles, (not further

\f identified), was coming up to New York and would be in

A Mew York about 1:00 pen., October 23, 1965, Rudolph

N Jones wanted Charles to speak at a street vally scheduled
=\ for 2:00 p.m., October 23, 1965, at 125th Street and

. \OL\ 7th Avenue, ilew York City. é{ {m

IRNN

gg?SS)\\ This document contains neither recommendations nor
5y : % conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is
i?’ir,\\ the property of the Federal Rureau of Investipation and is
= o b0 loaned to your agencyj; it and its contents are not to be
5§~f D distributed outside your agency.
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The subscriber to telephone 749-8745 is
Friends of the Deacons For Defense and Justice, 271 West 125th
Street, Hew York City.
Detective Paul Brennan, BLureau of Special
Services, Mew York City Polic:?Department, advised
Cetober 25, 1965, that CharlestSims, President..of the
DDJ in Louisiana, arrived in Mew,York City at 1:15 p.m.
on Flight 976 Delta Airlines on Octcber 23, 1965.

DPetective Anton Maicdof, Bureau of Special
Services, advised on Octcber 25, 1965, that Jessie
Gray,of the Cormunity Council on Housing held &  street

“rally at’ 125th Stréét and 7th Avénue, idew York City, from

3 to 6 p.m., October 23, 1965, attended by about 115
people. No disturbances occurred during this rally.
Detective 'Maidof had no information to indicate that
Charles Sims participated in this rally.

Confidential source number two furnishiﬁj
he following informetion on October 25, 1965: §§§iiU3

A mass rally on black power politics,
spearheaded by Jesse. CGray, Harlem rent strike organizer,
was held on Saturday afternoon, October 23, 1965, from
3 to 6 pems Jesse- Gray brought a sound truck to this
location at 3:00 p.m, He left at the beginning of
the rally but returned later, Meantime, theé sound

~=" truck was loaned to LeRoi.Jones and his Black Arts
Group. LeRci Jones took cecasion to belabor the Haryou-‘fet,
a Harlem anti-poverty organization, for cutting off his
pay. He wanted the group to conduct a demonstration
at the offices of Harvou-Act, but this did not

materialize,
¢
Charles Sims fror Bogalusa, Louisiapa &L
did noct show up at this rally; however, Maglh lory was there

and was one of the speakers, She urged support for
the DDJ and praised its work for defense of negroes in the
South. She alsc appealed for funds for the DDJ.

CO! ALxm;
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Deacons For Defense and Justice
Racial Matters

\

Jesse Gray and Rud01;§X§;nes also spoke
at the rally and criticized current candidates for
political office in New_ York City. Jess® Gray wanted
Negroes to unite and thus exert their own black

" political power. The rally terminated at 6:00 p.m.
™
Confidential source number 3 advised
on August 11, 1958, that a meeting
of the Communist Party, (CP)
Waterfront Section was held August 8,
1958, at 167 East Second Street, New
York City,, This source further stated
that Rud one as in attendance at
this meeting. @im

[éénfidential source number 4 advised

on November 20, 1958,] that Jesse I%gZﬁUi
Gray had been organizer for Harlem '
Region, Communist Party, (CP), up

until November, 1958.

Confidential source number 5 advised
on November 20, 1958, that, according
to William Patterson, Chairman of the New
York District CP, Jesse Gray is no
longer a CP member but is friendly
| to the CP.(8q) )

[éonfid ntial source number 6 advised on

15, 19627 that as of that date, L&
g iYJones was Pre51dent of the HNew '
Rl York Chapter of the Fair Play For_

- Cuba Committée, CFPCC) .

The Fair Play For Cuba Committee
is characterized in the Appendix.

Confidential source number 7 advised

on August 17, 1964, that LeRoi Jones

was present at a meeting of the '
Workers World Party, (WWP), at WWP
Headquarters, Buffalo, New York, ong}diﬁm

CONFTDENTIAL (1]
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Deacons For Defense and Justice -
Racial Matters

August 4, 1964, At this meeting,
LeRoi Jones said that Magroes should
quit their jobs, steal food to live,
and have nothing to do with the
American way of life as it has

- nothing to do with the Negroes.ékzggj

The WWP is characterlzed in the
Appendix. :

(Eonfidential source number 8 advised
during the peripd November 2, 1964
to May 3, 1965,)that based upon Nil
Mae Mallory s attendance at WWp
branch meetings and time spent in
WWP activities, it can be stated
that Mae Mallory is a member of the
New York branch of the WWP,




1. - APPENDIX

. FAIR PLAY FOR CUBA COMMITTEE

‘ The April 6, 1960, edition of "The New York
Times" newspaper contained a full-page advertisement
captioned "What Is Really Happening In Cuba,' placed by
the Fair Play for Cuba Committee (FPCC). This advertise- -
ment announced the formation of the FPCC in New York City
and declared the FPCC intended to promulgate "the truth
about revolutionsry Cuba" to neutralize the distorted
Americanipress¢

' \?The-New vork Times" edition of January 11,
1961, reporped that at a hearing conducted before the
United States Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on
January 10, 1961, Dr, CHARLES A, SANTOS-BUCH identified
himself and ROBERT MABER as organizers of the FPCC, He
.also testified he and TABER obtained funds from the Cuban
Government which were applied toward the cost of the afore-.
mentioned advértisement. '

On May 16, 1963, a source advised that during
the. first two years of the FPCCs existence there was a
struggle between Communist Party (CP) and Soclalist Workers
Party (SWP) elements to exert their power within the FPCC
and thereby jinfluence FPCC policy. This source added that
during the past year there had been a successful effort by
FPCC leadership to minimize the role of these and other
organizatiods in the FPCC so that thelr influence as of
May, 1963, was negligible.

The SWP has been designated pursuant o
Executive Order 10450,

. bn'May'EO,-l963£ 5 second source advised that
VINCENT "TED" IEE, FPCC National-Office Director, was then

formulating FPCC policy and had indicated that he had no
intention ‘'gf permitting FPCC policy to be determined by
any other grganization. This source stated that LEE
pelieved that the FPEC should advocate resumption of.
diplomatid relations between Cuba and the United States
and should. support the right of Cubans to manage their
revolution without interference from other nations. ILEE
did not advocate supporting the Cuban revolutlon per se.
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- FAIR PLAY FCR CUBA COMMITTEE

The Novembher 23, 1963, edition of "The New York
Times" reported that Senater THOMAS J. DODD of Comnecticut
had called FPCC "the chief public relabions instrument of .
the CASTRO network in the United States." It is to he noted
that Senator DODD was 2 member of the Senate Internal Securit
Subcommittee which twice conducted hearings on the FPCC.

The December 27, 1963, edition of "The New York .

‘World Telegram and Sun" newspaper stated that the pro-

CASTEO FPCC was seekwng to go out of business and that

its prime activity during its iifetime had been Sponscr-
ship of pro-CASTRO street rallies and mass pscket lines,

and the direction of an active propaganda mill highll ghting.
illegal travel-to-Cuba campalgns. Tts comparatively brief
span of life was attributed to mounting anti-CASTRO American
public opinion, the 1562 Congressional heafings which dis~
closed FPCC financing by CASTRO's United Nations Dslegation;
and ultimately, the bad publicity which the FPCC recelved
from disclosure of activities on its behalf by suspected
presidential assassin, LEE H. OSWALD. P

On February 6, 1964, the previously menticned
second scurce advised that V. T, LEE had rec ently remarked
that the FPCC was dead and that there were no plans to
organize another similar organization.

On April 13, 1964, a taird.oouro»~adv15ed that-- -
there had not been any FPCC activity in many monunu and
thﬁb the FPCT-had been-dissolved. }

A
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CG 157-572

LTADS

NEI ORLIZANS

AT WEW ORLEANS, LOUISIAKA, Will furnish Chicago a
photograph 0f CARNLST THOMAS and any information that Chicago
Chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc., has been
organized in Chicago.

CHICAGO

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS., Vill be alert for any information
concerning the opening oi the Chicago Chapter of the Deacons ce
Defense and Justice, Inc,, and the Bureau and lew Orleans will
be kept fully informed of developments in this matter,

burrent Informant Contacts

Source Date Contacted

[ | 10/21/65
[ | 10/22/65 b7D

{code name)
]é%jﬁ? Source of racial
} information
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED
RACIAL MATTERS

The following article captioned "Militant Negroes Here
Forming Armed Unit to Fight the Klan" appeared in the Octcber 15,
1965 issue of the "Chicago Daily News," a Chicago, Illinois
newspaper:

YMilitant Negroes are organizing a Chicago chapter
of the gun-carrying Deacons :for Defense and Justice, a’
vigilante group active in battIling the Klue Klux Klan
in the South,

"1We believe there are Klansmen active in this
city and we're confident they have thousands of
sympathizers here,' said Earnest Thomas, 32, the
Deacons' vice president and their full-time paid
national organizer.

~ ""While we have 62 chapters quite active in the -
South, Chicago will be our flrst Northern chapter,' .
he said .

"'We expect to operate with freedom patrols up
here and be alert for police brutality against Negroes,
And we'll also campaign against shady deals that are
often pulled off on us Negroes in the North,

"'"The extent of our stay in Chicago will depend
on how things improve here for Negroes.,' 55

“"THOMAS, father of five, told in an interview ﬁ
here how he and other Deacons do battle against

Klansmen, a?fi“
Qf -
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"'"We don't teach hatred,' Thomas said,

"'*We do teach that you have to meet force with force.
The only thing that the Klan respects is force, It is
also the only thing understood by the others who battle
Negroes such as the John Birch Society, the Minute
Men, and the American Nazi Party. '

"'We usually operate down South by riding armed
with pistols and good rifles in radio-equipped cars.
We've had a couple of gun battles recently with the Klan
but nobody was seriocusly hurt. We think we sent some
Klansmen to the hospital.? ‘

"FHOMAS said Deacons never shoot unless somebody
glse shoots first.

"'We sinply meet violence against Negroes with
violence, and it has worked. The Xlan is quieter now
in the South because of us and the hearings set by the
House Un-American Activities Committee in Washington
next week.’

"eThe local police have protected the Klan and
even the federal government, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation included, have been ineffectual in
fighting Klansmen,

"Phe Deacons' activity is 'absolutely within the
law,* Thomas maintains. ‘

"¥We were organized in Jonesboro, La., about 18
months ago because of violence, and threats, by white
gangs,’ he said. ‘Legally, we're above board because
the Bill of Rights allows any citizen to bear arms in
defense of life and property. '

" In Louisiana we're allowed ownership of weapons
as long as they are not concealed. Our weapons are
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never concealed, We're a c¢ivil rights group but we
don't demonstrate in the streets. We observe and then
act if it is necessary.’

"THOMAS, a Korean war veteran, is outspoken in his
criticism of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King and his
non-~violent southern Christian Leadership Conference.

"iTalk doesn't solve anything,® Thomas'said,

""We Negroes are not going to gain our freedom by
talking. We Negroes cantt continue to let the Klan and
similar hate groups trample on us. King and I really
live in two different worlds.'

Bevel, one of King's top aids, at 8 p.m. Saturday in the
First Congregational Church, 1613 W. Washington Blvd.

"They will debate the topic, *'Non-violence vs.
Self~-defense.'™

The following article captioned "Rights Leaders Reject
Plan to Start Deacons” appeared in the October 18, 1965, issue of
the "Chicago Defender," a Chicggo, I1llinois newspaper:

"Two Chicago rights leaders gave a short shrift
to the announcement that the gun-~carrying Deacons Ifor
Defense and Justice was planning to. establish its
first Northern chapter in Chicago.

i
"Thomas is scheduled to debate the Rev, James
"Earnest Thomas, Deacons' vice-president, had
said over the weekend in Chicago that his group, dedicated
to meeting force with force, has 62 chapters in Dixie.
“"The Chicago chapter was planned because the Ku
Klux Klan, which the Deacons were formed to fight, is
‘moving North and we are going to try to curtail some
of its activity,' he said,

| [0




}} VTimgg;%%T:Lk, president of the Negro American
Labor Coufici’l, said the people’s frustrations had called
such a group in existence.

""But I am personally not in favor of this king of
threat. I don't know these fellows or anything about
their activities. We don't run with this kind of
people,?

'‘Black, an executive in the Coordinating Council
of Community Organizations, said, on the other hand,
that 'unless Chicago changes its racial policies, it

can expect many kinds of things.®
"Rev., Lynwagﬁ?gg;j;nSQn, president of The Woodlawn

(t_ . Organization, sald"All my friends are non-violent,'

',/// "The militant leader said he didn't know anything
about Deacons' activities in Chicago. ‘*But if thelxe
arming themselves, i"d want to know.,'

"This group knows only ‘how to get rid of the Klan,'
he said. They don't know anything about law and order
and the ordinary ways of achieving justice.'!

" It's just propaganda,’ he said, 'that there are
many Klansmen around; in Chicago or elsewhere. The Klan’
is not nearly as strong as the Grand Wizard has reported.’

"Thomas, who lives in Jonesboro, La,, the birthplace
of the Deacons, said the group operates in the South
by riding armed with pistols-and good rifles in radio-
equipped cars,’®

"He said the primary purpose behind the group was
to meet the KKK and similar groups on its own terms.™

. ESG T-1 advised on October 23, 196?;lthat no informatiqnz%w)

has been developed which would indicate that™a chapter of the
Deacons of Defense and Justice, Ihc. (DDJ) has been organized in

-4 -
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Chicago, QEQ T-1 stateégthat Earnest Thomas has been in Chicago E&Qﬁﬁ
attempting—to interest-various groups and individuals in th

DDJ but apparently has had no success. [ CG T~1 advisegjthat =T
there has not been any indication that OMAS has attempted to
purchase or obtain any weapons while in Chicago.

On October 25, 1965, Sergeant Sam Nolan, Human Relations
Section, Chicago Police Department, advised that no information
has been developed that a .chapter of the DDJ has been formed in
Chicago. Nolan stated that Earnest Thomas has reportedly attempted
to interest various groups and individuals in Chicago in forming
a Chicago chapter but has had no success in these attempts.

Confidential informants who are acquainted with certain
racial matters in the Chicago, Illinois, area advised during
October, 1965, that Earnest Thomas of the DDJ has recently been
in Chicago attempting to gain support for a Chicago Chapter of
the DDJ, Thomas has not had any success in organizing a Chicago
Chapter of the DDJ and has met considerable resistance from civil
rights organizations in Chicago. These informants also advised
that there has not been any indication that Thomas has attempted to
purchase or obtain any weapons while in Chicago.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is the
property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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Title DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

Character RACIAL MATTERS
Reference Memorandum d&ted and captioned
as above, ‘ .

All sources (except any listed below) whose .identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past.

[EG T:i]is an agency which collects intelligence informat#@@@
in the Chicago, Illinois area,

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to .your agency;
it and its contents . are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Re Los Angeles airtel to the Bureau, 9/29/65,

captioned as above with eight copies of a letterhead
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Fite e e Refer o November 3, 1965

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTERS 5

*Lén October 11, 1965, Source 1 advised)that he iglﬂéfwm
unaware oi~ any secret army being trained by Frain eenwood

in the Wabtts area of Los Angeles, California, This source
advised that he knows of no association befween Frank

Greenwood and the Deacons of Defense and Justice, This

source sald that Greenwood is training a group of Negro

actors in Watts to perform in a play which he wrote.

[ép October 22, 1965, Source 2 Saiéjthat he knowsC§§{,m.
of no connéction between Frank Greenwood and the Deacons :
of Defense and Justice and knows of no secret army which
Greenwood might be training.

The above sources advised that should they
receive information concerning a secret army or Greenwood
being associated with the Deacons of Defense and Justice
that they will immediately notify the FBI.

In May, 1965, Frank Greenwood advised Special
Agents of the FBI that he rejects any philosophy of violence
but stated that in areas where law and order had broken down
and force was used against Negroes, they should then be
entitled to use force in return.

On October 11, 1965, Greenwood advised a Special
Agent of the FBI that he is conducting a play, which he wrote,
at the "Freedom House" in the Watts area. Greenwood said
that he does not want to see any more violence of any kind,
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTERS

Sources utilized above have furrished reliable
information in-the pact.

This document contains nelther recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agencys; it and its contents are
not to be distributed outside your agencys.
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Enclosed are eight copies of a letterhead memorandu

for the Bureau concerning captioned matter. Two copies
/ of this letterhead memorandum furnished New Orleans for
information.

Copies of this letterhead memorandum are being

all Chicago, Illinpis.
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In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.
Chicago, Illinois
Aov. X, /1965

DEACONS OF DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE, INC.
RACIAL MATTERS

On October 20, 1965, Naha 4 ogers, Vice Chairman
of ACT, a_civil rights organization with headquarters .at
“Chicago, Illinois, appeared on Wesley South's "Hot Line"
over Chicago radio station WVON from 11:00 p.m. to 12:00 midnight.
The "Hot Line" is a show on which usually a controversial
person is interviewed and as a result of the interview,
telephone questions are received from the listening audience
which are answered by the interviewee.

Rogers' subject for the evening was the Deacons
of Defense and Justice, Inc. The followigg is a transcription
of Rogers' remarks; the moderator, WesleyﬁSbuth's statements;

and questions telephoned in from the listening audience; and_ﬁééiﬂ’
Rogers' replies:
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

WESLEY SOUTH: ", ...The Deacons for Defense and Justice
send a staff member here to Chicago to
open an office. Now the Deacons were
formed in Jonesboro, Louisiana, approxi-
mately two years ago for the purpose of pro-
tecting themselves and other Negroes in the’
South. They claimed that they did not
receive protection from police im most
areas of the South, so they had to set up
their own protection. C

"Since the first chapter was formed, there
are now approximately 62 such chapters
throughout the South, All of these,

I understand, are in the Deep South. Well,
as of last week, the organization has --
the Deacons, we will call it from here on
out =- has established a chapter in
Chicago. The Chicago Courier has & mnews
analysis on the page I noticed tonight
regarding the Deacons, and they were saying
that they had talked to the police, talked
to the civil rights leaders, and it was
understood that they would stop taking a
"wait and see" attitude. Mr. O,W. WILSON
did nct comment but Mr. -- his press
secretary -- said if anyone carries a gun
around as it is said the Deacons might, and
if they're not concealed, they will be
arrested immediately. I understand it is
supposed to be in violation of some law to
have az pistol within the city. Now, what
law this is, I don®t know, but I know that
you're allowed to have firearwms.

"Well, what do you think about the Deacons
for Defense and Justice?

"We have as our guest tomight a friend ==
I*ve met him many times, especially when
I was in politics and still im politics, I
guess you might say -- and he has been at
many of my meetings: referring to NAHAZ
ROGERS, and he is ~- I understand, you're
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in contact with the Deacons?
NAHAZ ROGERS : "Yes, I am. |

SOUTH : "First I say, welcome to "The Hot Line."
This is the first time you have been here.

ROGERS : "Thank you, WESLEY, it's a pleasure to be
on your show.

SOUTH ; "What about the Deacons for Defense? I
wonder if you could tell us why they're
here. I know you can't speak for them,
you're not a member of them, nderstand,
but you do know some -~ you ¥now their
organization,

: L
ROGERS : 'Yes. I have met EARNEST/THOMAS, and in _&«

fact, I have met him in several other cities.
I understand from EARNEST that he is im
town to set up g chapter of the Deacons
for Defense in Chicago. And I really dom’t
know any more about the organization of
the Deacons for Defense and Justice than
most people do who have read the. newspapers.
However, I have had long talks,
organlzatlonally, with EARNEST THOMAS, who is
in town now, by an invitatiom, I mlght add,
He's in town because a group of people
came together and invited the Deacouns for
Defense and Justice into Chicago because
they felt that there was a need for the type
of services that this organization could
render. Further than that, I can only say
that it seems to be a very well organized
group of men. I understand that there are
many, many chapters in the South and that
they have a large membershlp role. I
would think -~ and this is pure speculatlpn
on my part ~- that their function would be
the type of thipg that any red-blooded .
American would feel proud to belomng to an
organization who's addressing itself to the
problem of civil rights and addressing
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itself to the self-defense of individuals
and groups of individuals. .

SOUTH "Now, you were saying that they were invited
| here. .1 wonder if you could tell us
| what organizations or what individuals
invited them to help.

ROGERS : "I would have'to confess, number one, that
ﬂ I don't know that the group of people who

invited the Deacons for Defense and Justice
have an organizational form at this time.
It is my opinion that a group of men came
together in Chicago who felt that a chapter
of the organization would functiom well
here and they, in turp, got in contact wi th
the headquarters for the Deacons for Defense
and Justice and the headquarters, of course,
sent inEARNEST THOMAS, who is, I think, ~
their primary organizer.

SOUTH ; "Now, did they have to come to Chicago?
What weuld they do here to protect Negroes,
against what violence, that cannot be i
performed by local authorities or state
authorities?

ROGERS : "Well, what I would say on that point is.
simply this: There certainly is room for
improvement on the part of all the law
enforcement agencies in Chicago where the
Negro rights are concermed. I dom't think
that there could be a great deal of
argument on the point of the abuse- of
Negroes in the city of Chicago, that they
certainly are not accorded equal treatment
under the law. And to cite some examples,
if you would allow me, just a casual
look at the number of police in a FKegro
community would give rise for anyone to
suspect that this was not equal protection
under the law unless you would say that a
triple amount of police in a Negro
neighborhood constituted more protection,
which I am inclined to seriously doubt.
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I would think that it constitutes a type

of oppression, not really protection. .
That's just a single area, but Negroes meet
with an undue amount of  violence =~ and
violence doesn't always take the form of
getting one’s head beat. You know there's
a2 subtle type of violence that’s

practiced against the Negro in Chicago

that I think needs some addressing..

SOUTH : “Do you think that the local civil rights
organizations are not able to cope with
this or the local courts or the local
police, local law enforcement agencies, -
local erganizations, churches -- that
they are remiss in their order, I mean
in their ... ?

ROGERS : fAddressing themselves to these situations?
SOUTH : "Uh huh.
ROGERS : "1t is very difficult to place the blame on

organizations, churches, civil rights or
otherwise, But the fact that the

condition continues to exist would certainly
lepd one to assume that whomever it was
whose jurisdiction this fell under had mnot
accomplished their aim, if it was equal
justice and equal protection vnder the law.

SOUTH ; "So they néed someone, an organization like
the Deacons.

ROGERS "I would say that they need an organization
and they need someone to -further the cause
of the Negro as far as being protected
from the many and varied assaults on
their person, property, etc.

SOUTH ; “1 understand thatEARNEST THOMAS, who is
the organizer for the Deacons, says that
there's quite a bit of police brutality
here and that they’re here to help and
protect Negroes. Now, does that mean .there
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ROGERS :

will be open insurrection if they found
that a2 Negro was being, say, resisting
arrest, and they happened to come around
a corner and saw g particular Negro
being beaten and saw that the police were
trying to put him under control. Yould
they go into action then?

"N@w; I have to restate my position. I am

the Vice Chairman of ACT, an orgamization
in Chicago. We have. been having mamy

. meetings with Mr, THOMAS amd [ am in no

position to speak for the Deacons for .
Defense and Justice. I am speakimg about
the position of self-defense now e, 204
defensive, measures. Now, you raised the
guestion that I certainly think that the
type of activity that's carried on in the
South would not be applicable im the city
of Chicago. I really don’t feel that the
Deacons for Defense and Justice would
find themselves in juxtaposition to the
police activities. Certainly, there are
many cases dogcumented, and cases now in
the courts, where that people feel that
they have heen mistreated by police
officers. However, I thimk that there is
an over-playing of this as being an

area for work on the part of a group such
as the Deacons for Defense and Justice.
Certainly I would think that any .
organization, the Deacoms for Defense and
Justice included, would address themselves
to that problem. However, I don't think
that coming to the aid of an individual
be ing arrested by the law, a8 suvch, is
the type of tactic that that organization
would apply in a situation such as
Chicago.
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SOUTH : "Could you tell us in what area would they
operate? I mean, just what would be
their program? From what you had
discussed, if you had discussed this with
them? .

ROGERS : "I would suspect that their program would
deal in the area of creating a climate
where that the Negro community would be
on record as being against police brutality
and could take forms that ¥ would think
they would, organizatiomal-wise, - and I have
no idea exactly what they would be, But,
there are a number of areas that really
represent themselves as needing work in
anr area that a self-~defense organization
certainly could work.

SOUTH : "Such as?

ROGERS : Such as, you mentioned with the police.
I think that, statistically, it's been
proven that there are far too many arrests:
of black citizens in the city of Chicago
in proportion to their numbers, and in
proportion to the crimes they commit.
Just a casual observation ocut at 26th and
California, where they have -- a majority
of the incarcerated population there is
¥egro. In fact, the Negro only constitutes
roughly about a third of the population of
Chicago. It would seenm that anyone
iooking at that would say that there is
some type of injustice. where that this
overwhelming majority of Wegroes find
themselves behind bars. Thzat's ore case,
Bat ...

SOUTH : “Before you go to another -- What I can't
understand is what would the Descons be
doing with the police? Would they be down
talking with them? Would there be open
insurrection? Or just what would happen?
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Saying "creating a climate,” would they

be at O.W. WILSON, “now this is what we

want, this is what we have to have,"

or -- I agree that these conditions are

there, I don’t think anyone can disagree
with that. But where would they fit im,
this is what I was trying to fimd ...

ROGERS : "Well, I think that the group that invited
- the Deacons into Chicago are of the

opinion that there has not been, up to
this time, in Chicago a group of citizens
who took a forceful enough position, and
when I say "forceful enough positiomn,*®
-- there are many organizations, I would
suspect, you would agree, who take the
apologetic approach to conditions as they
exist in Chicago, and of course it’s true
in other cities, that somehow the situation
will change simply because of the feelings
on the part of the structure or the ‘
enforcement agencies involved, that somehow
the goodness of heart, you know, good
will, will prevail, Well, I think atl this
late date, 1965, that we would have to
admit, I would admit, as a person, that
the goodness of the heart just is not going
to prevail.

SOUTH : : "Hould you say that the Chicago leaders in
that area -- CORE or CCCO, I know the CCCO
is an amalgamation of many organizations ==
AL RABY, NAACP, or -- would you comment on
any of these?

ROGERS : "Well, I dislike very much getting into a
situation where you address yourseli t0
specific organizations. I would say this,

| in general, that there are organizations

| im the city of Chicago who claim to be

| civil rights organizatioms, and they have,

| of late, not been in a position where they

| were sctually protesting anything. One
comes to mind, of course, and I would
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suspect that it comes to mind to an
awful lot of people. I am not going to put
myself in a positiomn of actually calling
that organization®s mame. I think that they
know, as well as I know, that many people
around the city of Chicago are very
disappointed that an organization of -
national stature who claims to be a protest
organization and who claims to be out
fighting for the rights and privileges of
Negroes, has found themselves almost every
single time on the side, either of the
structure itself, or im a position of
silence. And this is a terrible indictment
of an organization that has the statule
that this particular organization has.
As I say, I think that we should do curselves
a great injustice if we would go into
actual name-calling, but then there are
other organizations in the city who profess
to be civil rights organizations and they
function as an arm of the structure. Now,
A‘y )} mentioned some names. You mentioned
O C./ -ABFHABY, who happens to be a friend of mine,
;////én who I feel is actually in the field
doing a great and good job. He certainly is
doing what protest organizgtions ought to
deo, that is, demonstrating so that he calls
attention to injustices, amd of course, this
has been done, However, I think that
we are in.a stage of the civil rights movement
where that one has to go a little further
than the demonstrations. And whem I say this,
I mean, don’t jump to the comnclusion that
I'm talking about - armed insuvrrection.
You know, there seems to be a great play on
words today, in that anyone who no longer
agrees with turning the other cheek aand this
sort of thing, is talking about armed
insurrection, No. I'm talking about a firm
position within the framework of the '
struggle for human dignity. A more militant
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SOUTH ;

ROGERS :

SOUTH ¢

approach, one where that you really take the
American concept, as expressed by. some of
the founding fathers, who adhered to the
principle, "Peace if possible, but justice
at any cost.”™ I think that this is the

line that the Deacons would take.

"This is very well .stated, but I don?t -~
uh -- maybe I'm a person who likes
specifics and maybe you can't be specific
-- I mean it?’s impossible to be specific
on ~- what do you mean when you say
“"within the framework”? What would an
organization do, getting back to the
Deacons? Just what would -~ how would
they fit into this?

"Certainly, speaking as Vice-Chairman of

ACT, and speaking for our position, we
would hope that the Deacons would serve
a purpose within the framework of cur
organizational strycture. There are
cases where that when people go out to
demonstrate, that hecklers and people,
you know, who are not a part of the
demonstration, come in and disrupt thiags
and on ogcasion the police seem to be
rather reluctant or, I would certainly
think, I would be using the wrong term
to say that they were incapable of
containing these over-zealous citizens
who choose to disrupt a peaceful c¢ivil
rights demonstration, I thimk that a
strong-armed organization, and when I
say “strong-armed,” I'm mot talking. about
armed with guns or that type of thing, I'm
talking about just a steadfast, strong .
organization whe would be on the scene
and could put an end to this type of
harassment, on the part of the regular
civil rlghts movement .

“Now, that's what -- in other words, they

would be there, say they were having a
demongtration at someone’s home and there

- O -
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are people who live in this particular

area who don®t want this particular
demonstration. They'll come cut and they'll
throw eggs or throw water on them. Do I
understand you correctly to say that the
Deacons, you would hope, would be there to
stop this type of thing?

ROGERS; "I would think that they would serve the
same purpose that they served in many
instances in the South. Uh, in Bogalusa,
if you recall,; and this is recorded in the
papers, that they did mot, in fact,
participate in picket lines. They were
there to mingle with the crowd that
gathered, some of whom were a part, who

. were sympathetic toward the demonstration,
and some who were not, and they would, in
effect, act as a buffer between those
people who were anti-demonstration and
who were prepared to take some physical
action against it, and just their presence
there, in many cases, was able to deter
overzealous people who felt that they ought
to interfere with the peaceful demonstration,
And I would suspect that they could serve
the same purpose here.

SOUTH : “Now, let's say that those who were against
. such a demonstration, they were also

determined that they were going to be there
and they were going to do what they wanted
to do and they were going to stand behind
their friends and make certain that they
could exercise their rights as they see
them, and this could wind up in a fist
fight or even worse. is this right or wrong?

ROGERS : ©Y cannot disagree with your speculation
that the possibility of fist fights might
come out of something like this., I dontt
think that there's any way of prior
determining anything of this nature. But
I would think that just the mere act of
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having some Deacons for Defense and Justice
in a crowd of people who felt that they
wanted to take law into their own hands,
would be a deterrent to any activity of
that nature.

SOUTH : "Police could have sort of a handful, too,
i, couldn’t they?

ROGERS : "Well, police have their hands full in most
situations that involve protests and
wha t-have-you, .

SOUTH : " And this might make a little bit more
such a -- would I be using correct English
by saying they would be "fuller®?

ROGERS:: "Well, I don't know whether there is such
a word, it is possible. }

SOUTH ; "Ladigs and gentlemen, this is “The Hot

‘ Line,” WESLEY SOQUTH is your host. Our
guest tonight is NAHAZ ROGERS, who is the
Vice-Chairman of ACT. We're speaking.
about the Deacons for Defense and Justice.

"If you have a comment or question, give
us.a eall, we’ll be here until midnight.
Qur telephone number -- 847-2602. .

" (Commercial)
SOUTH : ¥.eo This is the"Hot Line."”
Callem:
(Female) "Hello,
SOUTH ; "May we have your question or your comment,
please,
Caller: " Mr. SOUTH? Mr. THOMAS was interviewed on

another program, on another radio show,
and he said that he was invited to come up
here and the reason why he was invited was
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because that the Ku Klux Klan was opening
chapters, starting in Indiara, and his
organization was formed primarily to act
as a buffer against the Ku Klux Klan in
the South because it was proved :in Louisiana
that a2 lot of Klansmen were part of the
law officials, so therefore, naturally,
they were not doing their jobs ard that is
the reason why they formed the Deacons =~-
because of this breakdown, that if the
Klan was the law, naturally the . law wasn't
gonna protect the Negro. So, in Iouisiana
it is legal to carry arms and that is why
they are able to carry guns and the only
reason that he is coming up here, if he
made this perfectly clear, was only to

act as a counter-balance against the Ku
Klux Klan and for no other reason.

SOUTH : "We hope to have him on .our program in a
few days.
CALLER: " Well, it would be nice, but it would also

be nice to make it clear -~ I was listening
to Mr. ROGERS, and if you have non-violent
demomstratlons, the reason why .they .could.
stay non-violent is because a person does
not expect anyone in the demonstration.to
have a weapon, but if you have the Deacons
in there and the supposition is that they
will have a weapon, and then naturally
anyone coming to counter the demonstration
will zlso have a weapon. So then you are
only asking for violence.

SOUTH ¢ "Thanks for calling.
" Do you have a point on that, NAHAZ?

ROGERS : "Yes. In talking to Mr. THOMAS, and he
made this as a public statement at a debate
Saturday night that the organization .
that would be set up in Chicago would not,
in fact, be armed in the manner that you
think of the Deacons being armed in
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Louisiana. So I would think that anybody
who gets the idea that the Deacons will

be wanderingaround in Chicago armed haven®t
listened to Mr, THOMAS, himself.

CALLER: "Well, then, Mr. ROGERS, as you've just
said, if they were part of an organization
and part o a demonstration, what do you
think the good would be? By them just
being there? You'd have other people there,
I mean what would differentiate them from
anybody else, why would they be of any
use particularly?

ROGERS : "Well, I would suspect that from just
listening to you, 1 didn’t hear your name
when you first started, that you have :
observed demonstrations in Chicago, I
have observed them here and in other
Northern cities -~ that there are ogcasional
incidents of violence that does not stem
from the police, it just stems from, as I
said earlier, overzealous spectators. And
I think that there is an area there. that
could be addressed by a group such as the
Deacons, and I have no authority to speak
for the Deacons, to say that this is an
area that they intend to work. I was
just saying that this is an area that
needs work, oL

CALLER: "Well, I don't doubt that it needs work
but I don't know if it needs. to be W@éked
by the Deacons! I think it needs working,
I think that a lot can be performed by
the Negroes themselves if they would write
more letters. I mean most Negroes are not
writing enough letters. They can do a lot
to stop a lot of things if they'd just
write more letters to these people. In
other words, no one knows you object to
anything, well, they just continue to do
it! I mean, they can write letters, I.mean
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for every man that’s stopped and a policeman
puts his hand in his pocket, write a

letter, write a letter! And then see if
that doesn’t work, well them get somebody

up there, get another form of protest, but
how many letters are being writtem from

the South Side?

ROGERS : "Not enough, I'm sure.

CALLER: "I mean, we all just holler, but who's
. writing a letter? :

SOUTH s " Thank you very much for calling.

CALLER: "Surely. ‘Bye.

SOUTH: - "Good night,

"WESLEY SOUTH here.

| L
CALLER (Male): "Hello, NAHAZ, this is KENNE@E%ﬁK&DRBM, =
I'm very pleased to hear you on the program.
I'm a somewhat regular caller to "Hot *
Line" and, of course, a great fan of Mr,
SOUTH and yours.and LARRY'’s,

"There’s just one thing, and of course Mr,
THOMAS mentioned this at the debate

Sunday. The Deacons are there to protect
people. For instance, if a xan wants )
to go out and vote and he has some fear of his
house being burned down where he leaves only
his children or his womesn, he can call on
them and say, well, look, I°'m going to
vote,will someone come out and watch my
kome, and there are countless situations in
the South and in the North, perhaps, where
someone needs someone else to call on
besides the white law enforcement agencies
and the Deacons then are there to say, well,
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call on me if you need me, we are here

and therefore they can somewhat combat the
white sheet fellows from coming to do
some harm to them, And they do this ==~
they watch the registrars and they keep
tabs on the people who come to veote and
the people then can say, well, we have the
Deacons then to call on and I think this
is a good p01nt -And he made this point,
where he at least has someone else besides
the white law agencies to call on to help
him protect his home, his family.

SOUTH : "Are you referring to Chicago or other ...

LANDRUM: . "I'm referring mainly to the South.
Of course, they do. this in the South and
this is their: job, where people are in fear
of danger, they have someone to -furn to
besides the white people who constitute
almost the entire law enforcement body
down there, .

SOUTH: "Howwould that apply here in Chicago?

LANDRUM: '"Well, we might reach that situation here
in Chicago. I don't know exactly that it
does, but this certainly is an effort of
the ... They might go to bat for someone
in a case of police brutality. They might
help there, and of course, he pointed this

out o e o
SOUTH ; "How do you mean, “hélp"?
LANDRUM: "Well, engage in some kind of pr@t@ét, they

could go to the captain of the police
station and point out these grievances of
people and act in this way, or if a person
needs protection, and we don't always have
enough -~ I wish we did, but if a person
didnft have enough, he could call on them
and say, well, look, I'm in fear of such and
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SOUTH ¢

CALLER:
(female)

SOUTH :

CALLER:

SOUTH ;
CALLER:

such, and he would at least have some
other protection other than the white power
structure and the police agencies.

"All right, thank you very much for calling.
Good night.

"This is "The Hot Line," ladies and gentlemen,
WESLEY SOUTH your host. Ouz guest tonight,
NAHAZ ROGERS, our telephonme number 847-2602.

" (Commercial)

", . Mr, SOUTH?

"

Yes,

" And your guest sounds most interesting.
I would be delighted if you have the Deacons
on, the representative of the Deacons on...

"EARNEST THOMAS, yes.

*And I feel that acting and living with the
ordinary citizens are in the ghettos,
the Deacons might be helpful in getting
informytion about the dope that is brought
in our areas and in the Southern states
they protect the Negroes who are not
protected, the Negroes who are not protected
by the elected police officers. In Chicago
and our overcrowded conditions, dope is
brought into ocur communities, four young
wonen have been murdered and Alderman
LEWIS, and even the Negro daily press -
now we have a daily newspaper here and
sometime I think they really wait two or
three days after the other presses have been
out to give certain news, they act like

. they are really afraid to give news that will
sound dignified to us of African descent.
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SOUTH ¢

CALLER:

SOUTH ¢

CALLER:

SOUTE ¢

CALLER:

SOUTH ;
CALLER :

‘"you think that the Deacons would remedy
this?

"§ think they could help the policeman .
because we‘re so overcrowded here ...,

" The police -- you know they have == the

candidates can get applications, I understand,

up until, oh, another week, and they are
having Civil Service examinations on December
second or third., Do you think they should
join the police department?

"No, sir. I read that there’s a shortage,
that there are not very many people
applying because the policemen are not
getting their raises.

"One question I'd like to ask.

"What do you think, if many organizstions in
Chicago, so many groups all over Chicago,
felt that they should have their own police
force? How lomg do you think it would
be -- 1711 ask you the same thing, NAHAZ -~
before law and order -- do you think we
would have law and order or would it
break down?

"Well, as far as the police forns, we in
Chicago, we have the police foraes. Now
to me, the Deacons would have %o == the
people show such apathy. Now, I know
people who are not interested in anything

"Now, would they be helped by the Dexcous?

"And if they could hear about the Deacons
and hear about what they have done in the
South -- and I know for certain, in
certain areas no Negro men are allowed to
go, not even on bhusiness, yet other men
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SOUTH ¢
CALLER:
SOUTH

ROGERS :

SOUTH

CALLER (male):

SOUTH ¢

CALLER:

go freely for social purposes in our
areas., Well, you know that ‘s not right,
and I think that these peocple can really
help the police without a warrant.

"Okay. Thank you for calling,
"Thank you so very much.

"Would you comment on the question I asked
you, NAHAZ? ‘

"Well, number one, I would say that it
appears to me that other groups do have
defensive organizations. They may not be
organized, primarily for that purpose,
put it is obvious that there are such
organizations in existence in Chicago.

I would just like to say -- & couple of
questions ago, someone raised the question
about areas of work for the Deacons for

Defense and, as I say,ndét speaking far
the Deacons for Defense, but I think of
cases where Negroes move intc an area
and someone burns their house down or
throws bricks through the front windows
or even invades their home -~ that
here's an area that’s within the framework
of oune's own private property, that a
person might waunt to call uwpon someone for
help to see that they're securs in their
own home, and we know for a fact that on
occasions the police haven't been enough
to actually deter this type of action,

“This is the "Hot Line.”
"WESLEY? Mr. MC KAY (phk).
"Faven 't heard from you in a lomg time,

"Yeah, I been pretty busy.

- 18 -
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SOUTH : "I understand you have your own radio show
now?
CALLER: "Yes, I do, and it's broadcast from the

Edgewater Beach Hotel, WES, Like to have
you as a guest sometime.

SOUTH ; "Be glad to.

CALLER: "1 have been listening but I have been pretty
busy and I have been talking to a lot of
people in the last two or three mouths,
doing a lot of things, quite frankly,

1 have been in touch with the Deacons and
I might say, =-- probably not much time =-
how much time do we have left?

SOUTH : "Oh, minute or so.

CALLER: "Minute or so. That's unfortunate because
what I wanted to say could take more than
a minute.

SOUTH : "Well, go right ahead.

CALLER: "Y wanted to say this, that first of all,

I think that the pulse of the XNegro people
is being misread by many people. It is
unfortunate that we have to look bhack to
400 years of violence against us. We see
the world in a state of violence today.

I heard a statement today, I think it was
Senator YOUNG, is it, that said that the
CIA had committed atrocities in Viet Nam
and he just came and blamed it on the

Viet Cong to inflame opinions. We see

Mr. (Trosby ??) and his show, which is
stimulating anti-Asiatic feeling, which
the Negro Secret Service agent goes

abroad and kills yellow communists, but he
doesn®t kill the white ones, and I°m not
saying this as any ... this is a situation
that exists, you know it is unfortunate
that this exists, and this is so to inflame
hatred against the red Chinese, perhaps to
prepare the American psople psychologically
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for war and to murdér millions of Asians
with their nuclear weapons, and that

we even debate whether or not Negroes need
self-defense who are being murdered
psychologically, physiologically,
economically, sociologically, and every
way possible. At 8.8 years left of life
expectancy, just multiplying that by 20
million gives you about 1,760,000,000
years of life every time a genmeration
passes out of existence among our nation.
So what are we debating, whether we want
to live or die, you know? Whatever means
are necessary for us to live and for our
youth to flower into the full fruition of
their manhood and womanhood, I don't give
a darn whether they're Deacons, whether
it's guns, whether it's bombs, whether it's
narches, whether it's demomnstrations, .-
whether it's books, whether it's bricks
or stones or sticks. The people are the
parasites, the white power structure. ‘

We are the hosts, they feed off of us,
they suck our blood, they grow fat, we
grow thin, we die, they live. Now we.--:
bave a choice, it's very simple. I'm not
advocating anything except survival and
decency and human dignity for my people
and for all people, whatever it takes, if
we are men or if we are women, If we
believe in the principles of Christiaunity,
the principles of Judaism, the primnciples
of Brabmanism, or Muslimism, any kind of
religious .doctrine, the principles of
purely decent humanity, of humsnness,

of survival of human life en this planet,
we  will take whatever steps are ne¢essary
to be sure then, And we are the moral
salvation, the black people of the world,,
the non-Caucasdians are the moral salvation,
the only possible salvation of this planet.
And if we don?t take-whatever steps ar
necessary to stop this fremetic, headlong
dash toward hell, and destruction of this
earth, we'll wish we were mevelr born.
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SOUTH ¢ "Phanks for calling (Russ?)
CALLER: '"Thank you, )
SOUTH ; "Palk to you later. Good unight.,

"Phis is .““The Hot Line."

CALLER (male): "Yes, I would like to agree with the last
caller, but at the same time I would like
to say that the Constitution of the .
United States and the laws of Illinois
do give every individual, black or white,
the right to protect himself and his
property, There is no denying the fact
that the Negroes in the city of Chicago,
as well as in other places, are being
denied their rights to protect themselves.
At least, their rights are being abused.
But I think that in all fairness, that
we have ta admit that, number one, the
laws are on the books, the police are in
there for our protection, the Negroes have
a rlght to join the police foree, N@gr@es
are in the courts, we have Negro lawyers,
that can practice in the courts, I mean we
have a lot of things going for us here in
the state of Illinois. I am one of .bhe.
first omes to talk about some of the
things that we don't have in the ecity of
Chicago that we should have. But we have
a lot of thlngs going for us in the state
of Illinois in general and in the city of
Chicago, in particular, for our own
protection. But at the same time, nobody’
is going to force protection upon us and
the only thing that the Deacons. could
possibly do would be in the semse ... .

I heard Mr. THOMAS on the other program .

the other night also. I think he handled
himself very well on that program for the
audience that he had, which was. pved@mmnantly
white, but by the same token,.I dom't think

- 21 -

1
N




T

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

that that type organizaticn is needed in
Chicago. I hepe that ACT and DICK .
GREGORY, who is my idol,. I hope that they
are not fostering that type of organization
here in thé city of Chicago. We dom't

need that type of organizatiomn in Chicago.
We do need vigilantes, it’s true enough,
but we need vigilantes, number one, to wake
people up, our people, and get them
interested in how to use their legal

rights to protect themselves with what they
have on the books. We don’t have people

in the city of Chicago who even take
advantage of things that are aoct even
denied them. I mean, as far as homes being
burned, I work for a real estate office,

I know about some of these things. But I
have not as yet read where one Negro

moved in any neighborhood has actually, in
force, tried to protect himself against his
home being burned. And he has that right
in the state of Illinois, he has it under
the Constitution of the United States.
He's: not using it. We have the right to
vote for whomever we please, to even select
our legislators. But in very, very few
instances in the state of Illimnois, and
particularly in the City of Chicago, do
Vegroes select -- they help elect -~ but
they don't select anything. Amnd the thing
is, we need vigilantes here, as I say,

but the vigilantes that we need are the
type that can wake the Negro people of the
city of Chicago up as to what their rights
are now, how to take advantage of them.

Simple little thing like calling the

Internal Investigating Division when you
feel that you'rée being abused, and I can
personally say I have never been )
physically abused by any policeman, but

I was verbally abused by a policeman and

I can personally state that the Internal
Investigation did make an investigation of
it. And, uh, people are so afraid, I mean,
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SOUTH :

SOUTH :
CALLER (male):
SOUTH :
CALLER:
SOUTH :

CALLER :

but those things go against the record

of any particular policeman, and nobody in
their sensible mind, and I'm sure Super-
intendent WILSON does not want the type of
man on. the police force that's going to
create havoec om the force. Now, but if the
people don't say anything, but mumble

to themselves, as I say, talk of trials for
your- doggone sins, I mean, well, nothing

is going to happen.

"Thank you for calling.
"(Commercial)

"Phis is the "Hot Line."

"Mr. SOUTH?

"How are you, Mr. MUNFORD?
“Fine, and you, sir?

"Fine., Haven't heard from.you for a few
days.

"Well, I have been listening to you, you
know, 'cause this is my heart. First of
all, I would say this, that I belong to,
as you well know, the non-violent
organization, but our leaders tell us
this, they're training us this. And they
say that we are glad the Deacons exist.

I know that some are comparing them to
the Ku Klux Klan, but then they may ask
this guestion - how many lynchings have
they committed, how many homes have they
burned, how many churches? The Deacons,
thank God, are not night riders. Anyone
compare them like with the Klan is

simply ‘'dacion (ph). Now, it’s the same
way, the Deacons. .See, level-headed men
that is leading us$ and I mean, God knows,
jf there is anything in prayer, I'm
praying for it., Mr. SIMS said, one of the
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Deacons said this, "Leave your pistols,
your knives, your hammers at home. Leave
the protecting to us, that's our job,

and to all men who is so like-minded, I
think they would agree with me when I say
this, that all men oughta be free but only
those. who are wurthy of it, - Who are
valiant enough to win it -- to want it,

to desire it, is not enpugh. One must
pursue and capture it, knowing full well
that freedomn is not a gift, it's a victory.
And let us all work for wvictory. Thank
you, . sir.

SOUTH "Thanks for calling.

"Phis is the "Hot Line."

CALLER (male): "Good evening, Mr. WESLEY SOUTH. Can I
* ma'ke D ) . .

SOUTH : "Well! Haven't heard from you in a long
tlme, Mr. ...

CALLER: 'Well, you barred me off of you!

SOUTH ; T baven't b’fred.anybody off. Go right
ahead, NIC AWS Y7 -

CALLER: "Pirst, I’d say, speaking about Negroes

protecting themselves. Someone said we
kave a lot of protection here. I haven't
found it so much and I think you're gonna
agree with me, I think, for the speaker
tonight, I think the best way the Negroes
can get protectlon in Chicagd or anywhere
else, and that is, number one, (word or -
two unlntelliglble) these organizations.
The Negroes must get in these organizations
and after getting in there he must support
them, That is the number one. Now, of
course, I feel this at this age.of my life.
I don’t think auybody doing anything smart,
throwing rocks in my car like I seen them
throwing them in Negroes®. Now I don’t know
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SOUTH :

CALLER :

SOUTH ¢

CALLER (male);
SOCTH 3

CALLER ¢

ROGERS :

why this is so healthy when I am (unintelli-
gible) ... I bave everything that.the city
acquires me to have on my car. Now, God
help anybody. throwing a rock in my car,
I*m gonna call the police after I call the
undertaker. Because I think if a man
donft stand up and protect his home and
his family, he's less than a man, that's
the number one thing the majority of us
Negroes don't do. We get in an organization
we don't even support it. Our alderman,
-- and the alderman I'm talking about is
about the only one we have, and its the
17th Ward alderman -- he made a statement
here this summer that they ain't but asbout
five per cent of us support these
organizations. So, NAHAB, I think that
one thing we got to do. ~When the more of
these people support the organizations, I
think the organizations will be in more of
a situation to fight them. Thank you,

Mr. SOUTH, '

"You've never been barred from the "Hot
Line," Mr. LAWS (ph). .

"Thanks for caning, ﬁope to hear your voice

"Okay .

“This is the "Hot Line."

"I would like to speak to Mr. ROGERS.
"Here on the line.

"I would like to know if his group is a
non-violent or violent group?

" Number one, I wonder how pgople get hung
up in those type of thoughts, '"non-violent"
or “violent.” %he ACT organization is not.a
‘non-violent. That does not, in itself, make
it a vielent group. You see, violence is.
one thing -- ACT believes in self-defense,
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SOUTH -

CALLER

ROGERS :

that every man, to be a man, has to have,
number one, the feeling for protecting
himself, his family and his possessions,
Now, violemce is something that has been
constantly perpetrated upon the black man
“in this country and I know of no

organized black organization that goes out
to perpetrate violence against anyone.

But I constantly hear people asking whether
an organization is violent or non-~violent,
You know, we are not non-viglent, if by
non-violent you mean will we go out and
offer our members up as sacrificial lambs
to allow someone to beat their heads.

No, we will not do thit. On the other bhand,
we are not going out to jinflict any
violence on anyone else, But we teach and
preach and hope and pray that every single
ACT member will at all times conduct -
himself like. a God-fearing man, and that
is, that he will protect himself, he will
protect his family, he will protect his
property. This is not violence. This is
how to deter violence.

"Yes, sir, does that answer your question,
sir?

"Well, I wonder if he, do he think getting
behind the voter registration, voters,
that maybe this thing will be deterrent,
if any person that runs for any elegtive
office, if this group would support anybody
that run for elective office in the city of
Chicago?

"Yes, we advocate -- this is part of our
platform, and program, is that the black
community must control the black community
and this would mean in every sphere of
operation, the political, the economic,
black people must control the economics
of their community, they must certainly
control the political aspects, and they also
must control the social aspects of their
own community. This is something that to
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date in most cities of the United States
‘ has mever been, The city is completely
controlled and exploited by outside forces
! and this. is what ACT stands against., We
| stand for complete control of the Negro
| coumunity by Negroes, and we don't refer to
black people in America as "Negroes" --
we refer to them as Afro-Americauns,
Africans, or black people, -- and that we
feel that it is necessary that power come
| to the black community in order that they
may develop those things that are necessary
for them to function within the total
society as equals.

SOGTH : "thank you for calling, sir.
CALLER: "Thank you.,
SOUTH : T "Good night.

"Ihis is the "Hot Line'.
CALLER (female): "Hello?
SOGTH : "May we have your question or your gomment?

CALLER "My, SOUTH, I have a comment and a slight
question too. I think that this organizat ion
that they are performing now, I think
that this would be a very good. thing to
happen in our different neighborhoods, not
only do we need this for demonstrations
and we need it for violence or whatever they
are talking about, As far as the police
department, I have no kick against the
police department as far as me. But X
think it's a whole lot of things, because
have you thought about, too, there's a
many a people, and I know I'm a2 woman alone,
and I know there's a mapy a people, even
sick in bed, and you can call for help,
you can even call for the police department.
Sometimes you can't even get one gnd do
you kmow it would be a nice thing to even
have people that you could even eall to see
that you go into a hospital, because you can
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go to some of these hospitals, you can have
all kinds of insurance, they are prejudiced,
they don’t want to do anything for you.

You can’t even go to the counter, you have
to stay on the outside out there. I have
gone out and stayed as long as 12 or 15 hours
and I would be sick and couldn’t get waited
on, And I think that if they could

even get this organization built up that
they can protect the Negroes. I think that
this would be a great thing, not against the
police department, because I think Chicago
has a nice police department, I have no
kick against them ...

SOUTH "And what was your question?
CALLER - "And then the question that I wanted to

ask, would these people be trained to do
these things -~ not just people you just

pick ~= are these people trained tao do this
work?
ROGERS : "Ihe units that function in the South, now

they are in the process at the moment of set-
ting up a chapter in Chicago, but all of
the chapters in the South go through
rigorous training pr@grams to he sure that
every Deacon can operate at peak levels.
Now, these are things that I learned, from
talking to Mr. THOMAS.  As WESLEY says,
My, THOMAS is going to be on the program
hinself, or at least he’s going to invite
him on, and I would suspect that he would
be able to answer these questions in' mugch
more detail.

CALLER: "Thank you, sirp.
SOCTH : “Thank you for calling.
*(Commercial) .
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Caller "Did "I ‘understand you to say at the beglnnlng of
. the program that you would have some representative
from this organlzatlgn w1th1n the. next :few days?

South &Es,ﬂ51r.
Caller "Al11 right, now. Well my question is, do you think
: e that the Grand Dragon of the Ku Klux Klan is refusing
'to expose anythlng(connected with his orgaplzatlon?

South ”I'haﬁen't the slightest idea.

Caliér» Well I just saylng that since he refused.,.;..
(unlntelllgable) .
South "Well I ask him when he comes on.
‘Caller "I wish' you could ask him that.
“Soﬁth "I really couldn’'t say what this man ‘would do.
I ve never even met him,". - b
b *****************
South ! Hello, Hot Llng
Caller Hello, Mr. South. 1I'd like to comment on your
program tonight. SR . -
Sauéh '"Yeé;'sir.
'Céiler-' I ve heard a lot of ‘what the people are saylng ‘and

I dlsagree with ‘just about ‘every ¢all you'veé had,
.except one and I thought he was very artlculate in
stating his composition and I cannot see where
. Chicago needs (unintelligible) unless you are
going to work in areas (unintelligible) as far
as voting, as far as volunteering for youth
organizations to help. (unintelligiple), value
of education and a few other things of ‘that
. hature. Other than that, I don't see where we .

i need them because youn cannot have two police -
departments 1n one city.- And by them not carlng
whether its agalnst the law in thls state and

in the city, I do not see how theycan protect
any civil rights workers who are demonstrating
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or anything else, in all white areas.

South "Did you want\fb.comment oh that.

Rogers " Yes. I think it deserves comment . Number. one,

we- here at the program do not know as. yet exactly
what areas the Déacons haye decided to work in
in Chicago. But -on the " other hand ‘T thinks that
there are too.many organlzatlons and individuals
vithiroughout the communlty ‘who ,are- actually training
, Negroes into. subm1551on Now I think one of the
jobs that I would like to' see the ‘Deacons do is
to re-instill manhood in.bla¢ck men, .That is to
.re-instill the idea- that men must of right and
ought. to protect themselvesa their. property and
their family. " And this 'is" obv1ous1y 1ack1ng in
.many Negroes over 21 years of age and 1 don't
'thlng you can hé a man unless you ‘possess the
qualltles that go along with being a man and
‘that is to belw11L1ng to protect your. famlly
; and your home and your children

. Caller I don t thlng you 11 flnd any Negro man, unless

‘there are- very. few ‘who are, not willing %o,
.protect their rlghts ahd. their” family and thelr
. home and, what not. “*And a new. organizatlon coming
: up, I ‘agree with you a lot of oérganizations.in |
_'Chlcago who- are worklng for Negroes rights, but to
me they are.all’ .going and.assuming' different. -
directlons untli very.’ few: are maklng much headway.
'We dre maklng headway, and I don't 'say. that
! Chlcago has the best police force in the ‘nation
but it's a’ big organlzatlon ‘and any big organlzation
‘th@t you find you're, golng to find.a few goofs. -,
ﬂThese men  are Jhuman.. They ve, gpt thelr pregudlce
. top. ‘They’ re pollce, ‘but, they've still got their
'xpregudice I ‘don" t, thlnk .that .among the police
+ that Chlcago has' that it's runnlnglamnﬂw through
the. whole: force. And to me, if, you br1ng in
another group and somethlng should ‘start wheére
" there is a peaceful demonstration ‘and /then’ there's
,hecklers 1ike there was at Mayor Daley s house, -
~and the . Deacons are %here to, protect those peaceful
vdemonstrators we Would have a riot. And'in a
rlot 1t s hard to tell who's rlght and.who's
'wrong Especlally when . you have two groups at
odds w1th e@ch other. ﬁhey re both violent.

LR
. '

=3 Qe




°

]

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND

INCORPORATED

JUSTI CE,

Rogers

It's much easier to tell if you have a non-
violent group here and a violent group here.
It's easy to spot those who were committed to
violence before than if you have two violent
groups. And this police force to me isn't
like the fatal police force in the South. If
feel very wholeheartedly that the Deacons do
need to have an organization in the South because
there is a great lack of law and order there.
And I am not seeing any breakdown of law and
order here. This is what I'm wondering about.

"I want to comment. Number one, I don't understand

that everytime the Deacon's name is brought up,
it’'s brought up in the framework of violence.

And that is in (unintelligible) to the police
force. I don't think anything has ever been
suggested that the Deacons of defense and justice
have any real relationship to being in opposition
to the police force. But what I am saying and
this is a position organizationally that I take

as being a part of ACT, an organization who is

out for justice and out for the equality of black
people in Chicago and in America as far as we

are a national organization. But I think that

we overlook too many things when we say that we
don’t need the help of every organization that

has something te offer in the area of creating a
climate of equality on the part of all mankind

and one of those qualitiés is that people act

and react like men to any given situation. I
don't want to take up a lot of time, but certaimnly
Chicago offersmany areas where that some agency

is remiss in the treatment of Negroes. To say
that we have made a lot of headway is wrong. The
school system is worse today in 1965 then it was
in 1955. And getting more segregated every year.
Spo we are not making the kind of progress except
that we are making progress in the newspapers,

but in fact in many cases we're going backward and
there must be a reason. One of these reasons may
be that the organizations are not taking a milltant
enough stand.
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Caller "I agree with you. But don't you think you could
take a much more militant attitude if we would
teach people how to vote, if we would teach our
kids, net our kids individually, but say our
kids as a race, and try teaching them the value
of property and not destruction of property?

Rogers "We have to first give them some property to
(unintelligible).

Caller "No, not necessarily.

Rogers "Well, let me make that point. When most of the

property that the Negroes that you're taking

about live in are owned by absentee slum landlords,
who do not care anything about the people who

1ive there to ask these people to be comnstantly
looking out for this man's jinterest so that he

can live out of the city and take his kids to

the better schools and ask these people to be
peaceably and be nice while they live in abject
poverty, I think is asking too much. I do not

ask Negroes to be that way.

Caller "How about those Negro landlords who live in the
area with the absentee landlords who own
property and try to keep it up. And a few Negro
absentee landlords although they live away still
try to keep their property up., What are they to
do with the destruction of these other kids from
these absentee landlords that you're talking about?

South "Well, we've just run out of time. Thank you for
calling. I want to thank you very much Nahaz
Rogers for being our guest tonight and I hope
you might ask Mr. Ernest Thomas and see if you
could get him on, say by the end of the week
or the first of next week.

Rogers. "I will certainly extend the invitation to him,
Wesley, and thanks a lot for inviting me.
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~-South "You know, being the host here I.can. always have
T the last word and I want' to say “this. Regarding
what you *think about Negro men nqt standlng up,.-
| : . I.don't think there's a man'in Chlcago Negro
L white or otherwise where you could go ‘in his
house whére hé would not' stand up:.. Do you agree
or’ dlsagree? : . " !

ngersk "1 know of cases where.., Peeeesataaqenrane
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T "Enclésed” for Néw Orleans are three copilés  of the IHM
and two Zercox copies each of ILHMS, ore datéd'9/39/65 captioned
"Publication 'Reébellion', Information Conserning" ‘afid the other
dated 10/6/65 captioned "Friénds-of the Dedcdons, aka Deacons
for Defense and Justice, Deacons, Racial Matters."

oo Two copies of thé LHM are béing furnished New York
due to their interest in New York subjects, WILLIAM MC ADOO .
and DAVID DOUGLAS, ~

< . . S e e e

"~ "The sources mentioned in the LHM ‘in the drder mentioned

are | | {confidentisl source),
[ and | | pm
| New
Urlcans, Loulsiana. N :
3 U n /£E§§:>) \‘§U§ e - e it iame ' ..
The THM 18 being classified éormrfidemt®al sincde it con-

tains infoérnation” furriished by the dbove mentionéd séurces which'
could- logically result in identifisation 6f sources of ‘continuing
value, jeopardize their future dctivity and be detrimental to

the defense interest of the United States.

' RONALD BEDFORD was interviewed on 10/13/65 with SAC
authority by SAs MICHAEL J. MC DONAGH and JOHN F. NOONAN.
" In view Of the fact that membership in'the "Dedcorns™
| in. Boston is Iimited to the four pérsons’ Wwho organized 'it, the
fact that it has been unable to expand beyond this poifit and -
| that 1its activities have ‘Deen 1imited .to its original organi--
| zing public ' meetbing, this cése is being refe¥red upoh completion -
| to New Orleans subject to being reopenéd if activities wWarpant.
The activities of individual members will be followed in indi-
vidual case files. ‘
New Orleans and thé Buréau will be keépt advised of
any pertinent activity with respect to the Deacons.
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&) peievicinity of his resifende ¢n SE— N
Hi of Boston, MassacliuseTTS. Bediord was questioned’
O concerning his knowledge of “thHe Friends of the Deacons in the
B! Boston area and the mimeographed newspaper, "Rebellion". | /- ,«n
ﬁ . Concérning the "Deacéns", Bedford statéd that there
Ol aFe agtndlly only fgﬁf members in the Boston gidup., THesé are
| James uﬁf@e;"Fxoggxﬁérdwick,“ﬂugj Guilderson and himgelf,
Bedffrd was origi éf&y"éhairﬁaﬁ gF \the group but resigned =
j -becalise’ he could nét devoté any time %o the group. "Bedford -
d ©¥plained ‘that he goes to 5chodl three evenings a week and—
J-b3BFsits a fourth evening to care foirphe young sén of the =
sé&ﬁgore; who 'goes to school

one evening a week. James Munroe i
A number of other people haveé

by the "Deacons" but none have
or return to a subsequent meeting. AN, "
at the office 6f thé Boston Aétion-

éVidence%'ﬁnough inter

: The "
Group, in the| | 6f ‘Boston,
Massachusetts.,  'ThHé purposé 6f the group 1s to raise money €6
assist the "Deacons" in Bogalusa, Loulslana. Bedford claimed
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FRIENDS OF THE DEACONS, ALSO
KNOWN AS DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE, DEACONS. RACIAL
MATTERS -
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that the Boston ‘gridup recéived sanction for ity existence '
from thHe Deacdons in the south and that one Bob Gahtan of Boston
had'm%SE the contact arranging this )

"‘W

~ 7T T Bedford stated that it was decided ‘that only negroes
should be admitted to membership. There is 'a whiteée” group of
approximately sixteen  person who are sympathetic ‘toward” the
"Deatotis"™, " This group has no formal organization’ set” up and”
is” very 1lo0sely kilt. Bedford refused to~ identify any of "the

; group but ‘stated that Bob Gahtan was ‘awdre o6f the identity = -~

, of thesé Whité synipathizers. Bedford said that neither Karen, -

YQS;/// r William sacks were among, the members of the white sympatﬁ’fzers°

ﬁoncerning a group khiown as Fathers fop Defense"

I Qv/ eXisting in the 'Roxbuiy ‘Section of ‘Bostori, Bedférd 'said that
fhis 15 really an organization in name only."” It has no con-
nection with thé "Deacofis".™ 'Its pruposé iIs.to afford- pro-’

(tection to negro woneh and ¢hildren 1f the need 'abisés. "It
is supposed to be made up of Tathers of children’ participating
in ' Operation Exodus" or husbandsd f womén participating in'it.
It 'has nd formal head but Carﬁe%}<§aton could be déseribed as
1ts ‘spokesman and the group is probably "his brainchild", /7 0

Bédford stated that "Operation Exodus” 'is’ actively
organized by "a’ group of mothers of negrd childben in Roxbury.
The mothers claim their ¢hildrén receive inferior’ education
in overcrowded Roxbury schodls.” 'THese mothers have Hireéd™
buses to transport their children to schools in other sections
of Boston. . o

Carniell Eaton was parcled on April 12 ‘1961 from
the Massachusetts Corréctional Institutioh &t Wélpole,
Massachusetts, where he Had beeh’ serving a sentence
for: robbery” whille ‘armiéd anhd masked” since 'Juné’ 28,7
1956.  While at Massachusdetts Correctionsl” Institution
at Norfolk whebe he served part of his Sehtendé, prison
authorities identified him as apparently a member of
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a”Small Nation of Islam group at that prisdn. _
Sifice  being paroléd he has Had no ‘association with’
the Nation of Islam group in Boston, Massachusetts. .

~
-

in mimeograph form Which 18 slipposed to be igstied twicé each
month. "This™ s¢hédule 'is nét always met. The "plirpdse of thé
Ppaper iIs to educaté thé négro population as to what Is zoihg on
. A0 G1ViT rights locally aid natiohally. "It Zccepts drticles”
\ rom 811 Sourées. Its staff iIs madé up Of Jactquéline and Hugh
¢ Bedford stateéd that Kaben and Willia
monetary siippdrt to the pipér biit He
cotld Be''called substantial. ™ Hé indicated that firancial
SUpport also” came from college groups which he could not or
would not identify.

e e /14){ |

" On”August 25, 1964, WilIiam"Miéhaqugg;ks ST
GckroWledge "to FBI Ageénts that He had rédeéntly made

.-a trip to_Cuba.but that he did riot wWish.to disdiiss
1t. = Theé trip referred to was oné in which eighty~
four students visited Cuba in Avgust, 1964 it vio-
lation of State Departmént regulations govertiing
such travel. "~ A ¢haracterization Offﬁhé”Sﬁﬁaeﬁt"';;
Committee for Travel to Cuba is found in the appendix
hereto.

acks hdve fTurnished sonie

1
'

Roger Taus, Codréiﬁétor”for'the Student ' Committee
for Travel to Cuba advised on™August 12, 1964 ‘that
eighty four 'students whé had gdre to'Cuba’ wolild be .
returning on the eveniiig of August 14; 1964 &t the -
John F. Kennédy International Airport, "Néw York Tity,
New York. ' 'As” these studéntd PYetuined théy completad”
forms furnished by the Iﬁmigratiéﬁ'and‘Nafdféliéafion
Service. One of” these was compléted by Karen Sacéks;
Passport No.[ ] Another was that of Roland F.
Bedford, Péséﬁort“NO.[;:::%:j: Both -admitted tn the-
Immigration and Naturalization Service form that they .
had visited Cuba.

oo Bedford statéd that "Rebellion" is a newspapér published

//Qgg;;gerséﬁ;‘Floyd Hardwick, Karen Sackg,and Bédford himself.
géég"noﬁ”ﬁﬁink'ﬁﬁis“support//

Y
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FRIENDS OF THE DEACONS, ALSO
KNOWN AS DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE, DEACONS.. RACIAL
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Tt Bedford stated that "Rebellion' has slipported the
"Déacons™ becaiise "Rebellion™ ‘espouises all civil right causes
and furthér Hugh Guilderson a4nd hinmself are niémbers of the '
"Dézcois” . © Howeveér, "Reébellion" and the "Deacons" are two
separate and distinct entiti?s.
777 Bédford said that-at the 'first meeting of the = -
"Deddons" held on August 22,1965 &t the YMCA™ Building, 401
Wairren 'Street, Roxbury, Massachusétts, that he hHad ‘acted as
chairman and introduced the two guest Spéake¥s whom the
"Deéacong" Had invite from_New.Yoik City. He identiffed” "' °
theése two as William cAdOé“ahd“Dévggfﬁguglas.'“Bedféfd”sﬁatéd
that both"of these Im¥ividuals aré mémbers of “the Progressive
Labor Party (PLP) in New Yoirk City. A characterization of

\7§E7?ﬁﬁpﬁﬁ“$quﬁ%1%§€§§e az§endix:“‘
. L

Bédfﬁéd“ g&é §¥%P”ha§'n0“conneétion with the
Deacons" but he invited represéntatives of thé PLP td the
initidl rally of the "Dedcons" at thé YMCA because thé PLP
has access t0. information not readily available to the man”
on the stréet through ordinaky chanhels and he belisved the
audiénce would find these representatives intereésting to -
lIsten to. Bedford statéd that hé KfioWis that the PLP pre=
sénts the "Red" Chinesé point of view 'and altkough K& Him-
self does riot belong to PLP 6r agree tecéssarily with all
that it stands for he doés beliéve thHat cortidét with 811"
types of groups will Keép him Iinforiéd on what goés” ofi evéry-
where.  He réalizes that much 'of whatever group offérs maj’
be propoganda but He feels that heé 1§ Eapable of extracting
factual information from the propoganda.

'~ Bedford bélieéves that PLP is intérested if support-
ing many different groups and his oWm groip, thé "Deacéns",
i1s so small that it can use ahy support it can get. He '
believes that PLP is alsd iriterested in "Rebellion" as a = '~
possible outlet for théir owd ideas. ~"Rebellich" 18 Wwilling
to publish articles dealing with the civil rights struggle
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vecelved Trom any group and is lodoking for material. - Howeve?r, 1if
an articlé is not acceptable to the editors it won't bé printed.
Hé 'would offer no ‘criterion as to what typé of material is
acceptable and what would meet with rejection. '

B “Bedford '¢laimed that any article appearing in the -
"Rebellion" was factual- to the best of the staff's kriowledge
but admitted that the staff conducts no research or ihvesti- =
gation In an effort” to determine the true facts of the articéles
Published. He denled that "Rébellion" has any desire to stir”
up the emdotions of the negroé population against thé white race
and claimed its purpose 1s solely to be informative.

[gn October 6, 1965, a source who has furhished reliﬂﬁ}§§g
able information in the past advised]that he had seen a mimeo-
graphed letter which had been sent out through the mail announc-

ing a meeting of the "Deacons" would be held on ‘the evening of
Qctober 7. 1067 at the Baston Action Group headquarters, b6
, Massachusetts., The purpose of this b7C

advertised as the election of officers., This
‘letter stressed that the future success of the "Deacons"
depends on "your participation and suggestions now',

On October 11, 1965, a second source who has furnished
reliable information in the past advised jfthat he had gone to the °
Boston Action Group headquarters on the evening of October 7,
1965 where he understood a meeting of the "Deacons” was to be
held. No one was present except two member of the.Boston
Action Group and there were no signs of activity such as would
be expected if a meeting were to take place. The source stated
that it would appear that no meeting was held and he believes .
the meeting may have been called off since there had been -
little or no interest evidence by the negro community in the
"Deacons”, The source stated that he understands that member-

Q%Q [

ship is limited to three or possibly four "hard core" members. |
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The source” inguired at Boston Actiofi Group headquarters as to
whéther the meeting was being Held elsewhébe but the two ~
Boston™ Aétioni ‘Group member laimed to have no knowledge that
any meeting was scheduled.\$< | .
i The” source stated that in the past few days the’ 3
Subject” of” the "Deacons" had been brought up by him inriocuously
in ¢onveérsation with various hegroes active in ecivil rights'iﬁ

Roxbuty.” All of them expressed the opinion that the "Deacons
is a paper orgahization ih which no one has evidenced any -
interest outside of the few mén who are behind it. ~The feeling
is that if the group is not defunict by this time then it is of °
so 1ittle’ significance that it can be considéered so. The source
stated’that as far as he can determine the members of the "Dea-
cons" are "Jamed Munroe, Floyd Hardwick, Ron Bedford-and Hugh
Guilderson. " The soubce stated that Bob Gahtan is unknown to
him and hé hag not heard the name mentioned in connection with
the "Deacons" 8i)

A third source who has furnished reliable information
in the past advised on October 20, 1965 that James Monroé
who identified himself as Chairman of the "Deacons" had con-
tacted Millicent Cappenter, President of the Boston Branch of
CORE, tried to arrange a conference with Carpenter so that
they could discuss matter# of mutual interest in the civil /
rights field. MillicentCarpenter refused because she does )&,
not like Munroe and aldl Vbecause the "Deacons" consist of ~—waide
only three or four persons and can hardly be recognized as
an organization. The source advised that "~Munroe - 1s .an odd
character who walks around six months of the year in shorts and
without shoes. He has been a weight .lifter and is convinced
that all girls are impressed with his "body beautiful”. He is
a loud moubth and rnot the type to attract new members to an
organization. The source advised that at the present time the
"Deacons" Is so.insignificant they can be disregarded. He
believes they have no potential for the future.t )
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B ~ On September 7, 1965, a folirth source who has fur-
nished réliablé information in the past advised that the’

_S6¢1a1i8t” Workers Party,,(SWP) Held a meeting in Boston on
¥ Rugust 24, 1965. LennyfGoodman, a member df the SWP, said that

the Friends of the Deafons for Justice hHive™become ‘antagonistic

towdrds the SWP. . He stated that at a public feeting of the

"Deacons" in Roxbury on August 22, 1965 that all members of the

SWP ahd Young Socialist Alliance (¥SA) had been asked to léave

the méeting. Lenny said that up until that time the SWP had

beén printing the "Deacons" newspaper "Rebéllion' He said -

. the paPty would no longer provide this service. ° Lenny stated
that He felt that the Friendsof theDeacons for Justice, 1dcally
at least, had 'fallen under the control of "progréssive 1abor",
A characterization of the SWP and the YSA is found in the appen-
asx. 3 (1)

i ‘{% fifth source who has furnished reliable yrmation
in the past advised on September 3, 1965]that Charle Cims,p&].
LPresident of the Bogalusa Chapter of the Deacons fof ‘Defense = (U]

qu“?ﬁé%f@é’?@ééf?@d*ﬁ“1€f%er"dé%€d”ﬁugust”9j“I965‘fromeGH”

~Gahtan representing the Boston Friends of the Deacons for *Lgagsiu
Defense and Justice. The letter advises that Mr. Sims now
has a support group in Boston calling itself "Boston Friends of
the Deacons for Justice and Defense". Gahtan states that while
the group exists it is still largely in its infancy. The group
~at that time consists of about twenty members, a good third of
which is black. The group is still discussing policies, has no
organizational structure and is feeling its way. The group
will function mostly as a support group raising funds which
will be sent to Mr. Sims and help him maintain a positive image
of the "Deacons" in the press. The group will be headquartered
in Roxbury. It leadership will be black. Efforts will be
made to recruit blacks in prieference to whitesand adults in
preference to teenagers. An effort will be made to havé the

'Boston Friends" serve as the nucleus organization for the attrac-

tion of the most militant civil rights people in the area. It

e
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WIll involve  itself in community action most probéﬁly'in the
aréas '6f creatihg and implementing éffective strategies to
deal with''police brutality. The group will be diséiplined

- and’ résponsible.and will not act without the most careful

déeliberation and sensitivity to the consequences of its
action., L

Gahtan asked that Sims suggéest some cause For which -

. mohey could be raised sincé a definite cause facllitates rais-

ifig of 'funds.” He also asked if Sims were .familiar with the
‘National Rifle Assoclation, pointing out that membership in

the group ehables you to get weapons, ammunition and” trainirng
deviceS at a very small fraction of their cdost, 'since the National
Rifle Association gets a subsidy from the Federal Government.

' The September 29, 1965 issue'. of "Rebellion", on Page
3, carried an article captioned "Deacons Hold Rally". This’
described the rally held at the Roxbury Branch of the YMCA a ~
little over a month ago sponsored by the Boston Friends of the
Deacons for Defense. It claimed the meeting was frultful and
encouraging and attended by 150 or more persons. The roster

of speakers included Roland Bedford of the Boston Friends of
the Deacons; Floyd Hardwick of "Rebellion" and Bill McAdoo and
Iavid Douglas, both of the Harlem Defense Counsel of New York
City. “ \

The central theme of the discussion was the growing
need of the masses of black people to be made fully aware of

the total insecurity of their portion in the framework of American
society. - ‘ '

This issue of "Rebellion" states that the'paper is a
private publication published in the interest of the nonwhite
communities of Boston, Massachusetts. Its masthead states,
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"Better to fight on your feet than to live on your knees",
T 'This document contains neithér récémmendations nor
¢énclusions of the FBI. It ‘1s the property of the FBI and 1s
Iodned " to yowr &dgéncy; it and its contents are not to be dis-
Tributed outside your agency.




APPENDIX

NATION OF ISLAM

In January, 1957, a source advised Elijah Muhammad has
described his organization on a nationwide, basis as the "Nation
of Islam" and "Muhammad's Temples of Islam.”

On May 7, 1965, a second source advised Elijal ™uhammad
is the national leader of the Nation of Islam (NOI); Muhz..mad's
Temple of Islam Number 2, 5335 South Greenwood Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois, is the national headquarters of the NOI; and in
mid-1960 Muhammad and other NOI officials, when referring to
Muhammad's organization on a nationwide basis, commencéd using
either "Mosque" or "Temple" when mentioning ‘one of "Muhammad's
Temples of Islam."

The NOI is an all-Negro organization which was
originally organized in 1930 in Detroit, Michigan. Muhammad
claims to have been selected by Allah, the Supreme Being, to
lead the so-called Negro race out of slavery in the wilderness
of North America by establishing an independent black nation
in the United States. Members following Muhammad's teachings
and his interpretation of the "Kporan'" believe there is no such
thing as a Negro; the so-called Negroes are slaves of the
white race, referred to as "white devils," in the United States;
and the white race, because of its exploitation of the so-called
Negroes, must and will be destroyed in the approaching "War of
Armageddon."

In the past, officials and members of the NOI,
including Muhammad, have refused to register under the provisions
of the Selective Service Acts and have declared that members owe
no allegiance to the United States.

On May 5, 1958, the first source advised Muhammad had,
upon advice of legal counsel, tempered his personal statements
and instructions to his ministers concerning the principles of
his organization in order to avoid possible prosecution by the
United States Government; however, he did not indicate any
fundamental changes in the teachings of his organization.
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NATION OF ISLAM

On May 3, 1965, a third source advised Muhammad had,
early in July, 1958, decided to de-emphasize the religious
aspects of the teachings of Islam and to stress the economic
benefits to be derived by those Negroes who joined the NOI.
This policy change, according to Muhammad, would help him
acquire additional followers and create more interest in his
programs.
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STUDENT COMMITTEE FOR TRAVEL TO CUBA

"The Columbia Owl," weekly student newspaper of
Columbia University, New York City, December 12, 1962, issue,
page one, contained an article entitled "Students to Visit
Cuba During Holidays." This article stated in part that
the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba was formed
|
|
|
\

October 14, 1962, by a group of students from New York City
universities, the University of Wisconsin, Oberlin College.
and the University of North Carolina, who stated that as
students they would like a chance to see and evaluate the
situation in Cuba for themselves and had received an offer
of transportation and two weeks' stay in Cuba from the
Federation of University Students in Havana, as guests of
the Federation. The Committee accepted the offer and applied
to the State Department of the United States for passport
validation which was refused; however, over fifty students
planned to defy the State Department ban and go to Cuba.

A source advised on December 6, 1962, it was learned
the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba had recerntly been
formed by the Progressive Labor Group.

A second source advised on September 13, 1963, that during
the summer of 1963, fifty-nine individuals traveled to Cuba; the
leaders of the group were members of the Progressive Labor Movement;
and the trip was planned and organized by Progressive Labor Movement
members.

A third séurce advised on October 9, 1963, the Student
Committee for Travel to Cuba was utilizing Post Office Box 2178,
New York, New York, as its mailing address.

On March 12, 1965, Philip Abbott Luce, | l b6
New York, New York, a self-admitted member of the Student Committee b7C
for Travel to Cuba Executive Committee and the Progressive Labor
Movement National Coordinating Committee, advised as follows:

The Student Committee for Travel to Cuba (SCTC) was
formerly known as the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba
and the Permanent Student Committee for Travel to Cuba.

Iuce was a leader and participant of the 1963 trip to
Cuba and an organizer of the 1964 trip to Cuba armiboth trips were
sponsored by the SCTC, :
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STUDENT COMMITTEE FOR TRAVEL TO CUBA

By the Spring of 1964, the Executive Committee of
the SQTC was considered to be members of the Progressive Labor
Movement.

No trip to Cuba or China was being planned by the
SCTC for 1965.
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PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY (PLP)
PROGRESSIVE LABOR MOVEMENT (PLM)

A source advised on April 20, 1965, that the PLP,
formerly known as the PLM, held its first national convention
April 15-18, 1965, at New York City, to organize the PLM into
a PLP. The PLP will have as its ultimate objective the
establishment of a ‘militant working class movement based on
Marxism-Leninism.

"The New York Times," City Edition, Tuesday, April 20,
1965, page 27, reported that a new party of "revolutionary socialism"
was formally founded on April 18, 1965, under the name of the PLP.
The PLP was described as an outgrowth of the PLM. Its officers
were identified as Milton Rosen, New York, President, and William
Epton of New York and Mort Scheer of San Francisco, Vice Presidents.
A 20-member National Committee was elected to direct the party
until the next convention.

According to the article, "The Progressive Labor Movement
was founded in 1962 by Mr. Rosen and Mr. Scheer after they were
expelled from the Communist Party of the United States for
assertedly following the Chinese Communist line.”

The PLP publishes the "Marxist-Leninist Quarterly,”" a
theoretical magazine; "Progressive Labor," a monthly magazine;
"Challenge," a New York City newspaper; and "Spark," a west coast
newspaper.

The June 1, 1965, issue of "Challenge," page 6, states
that, "this paper is dedicated to fight for a new way of life -
where the working men and women own and control their homes,
factories, the police, courts, and the entire government on
every level."

The source advised that the PLP utilizes the address of
General Post Office Box 808, Brooklyn 1, New York, but also utilizes
an office in Room 622, 132 Nassau Street, New York City, where
PLP publications are prepared.




APPENDIX

l.

YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE

The May, 1960, issue of the "Young Socialist" ("Ys"),
page 1, column 3, disclosed that during April 15-17, 1960, a
national organization entitled "Young Socialist Alliance" (YSA)
was established at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This issue
stated this organization was formed by the nationwide supporter
clubs of the publication "YS."

The above issue, page 6, set forth the Founding
Declaration of YSA. This declaration stated YSA recognizes
the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) as the only existing political
leadership on class struggle principles, and that the supporters
of the "YS" have come into basic political solidarity with the
SWP on the principles of revolutionary socialism.

A source advised on May 7, 1965, that the original
YSA was an organization formed during Octoeber, 1957, in
New York City, by youth of various left-socialist tendencies,
particularly members and followers of the SWP. The leaders
of this group were the guiding forces in the establishment of
the national organization.

The source further advised on May 7, 1965, YSA is
dominated and controlled on a national basis by the SWP through
having SWP members comprise exclusively the National Executive
Committee (NEC) and through an official SWP representative at
all YSA NEC meetings. The YSA, in reality, is the youth and
training section of the SWP and the main source of new SWP
members,

The headquarters of the YSA is located in Room 631,
41 Union Square West, New York City.

The SWP has been designated pursuant to Executive
Order 10450.
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o  Chicngo (100-35356) | nxctﬁ 2 B — :

Now Tork (L00~1365H5) , I Pl o
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 '” Froms: Dir@atbr;’?Bfi(100~106676) ' ‘
" MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. = X
| SECURITY MATTER = COMMUNIST

At - RoWPOairtel 11/3/65 to the Bursan, Atlanis, Blrmipohom N
. M| and Chigago, "HCUA, Rlan Investigation, Rasinl Mattors (Kinn).v .
'Y For the information of New York and Now Orloans, reairtel resortod «
foN |- information fyom & highly placed Buroau gource {codo name[%:::fb « | PP
2.\ . that on 11/3/60 Robart M., Sholton, Imperiml Wizord, Uoitod Klong M.
| -of Amerdica, Ine,, Koights of the Eu Klux Klan, made tho following =

._C\<

TULEY

. [ elatmsy C _ , %?

s Qﬁ%{ According to Shelton, Martin Iuthor King, Jr,., and his o
e ~‘¢7' organization (Scuthern Christian Loadorship Conferopes) are “"broke”

ih } and King rocently approachoed the Hational Asmocintion for tho g

Cot o Advancement of Colerod People in How York to arrange for a losw of H

‘ Sl _$500,0664whieh'wns-turnad down, King hos now sresnged through Mg -5

front orpanlization” to exeato a racind disturbance in Chicapo withm‘g1

e - AR the nert two or threo wosks similar to tho los Anrzelos riota -
cel © thig past summer, King will then stop in and put down the disturbe
anco. It ds Shelton's claim that King is doing thim to raigo Tundg
v es he alvays geims monoy altor racisl incidonts snd marehos in which -
C v he dg lavolved, Shelton alse ¢laimed that Rinzg will b2 the nosince
. for Vice Prosident on the Domoeratic Party ticket. in next election,

e LA e

o o vey the Anformation of all wecipionts, on 11/4/65 [ ] _J'

st pdditdonally advised that Shelton bad idontifiecd tho group which
... would start thée disturbanco ss "tho Deacons” and thot "the Doacons®
..3w111 bming thedirforces from Penusylvenia and Hew Joveey to Chicago,

© X = Vashington Fiéla'(100~4ﬂ164)"" o [ ci
.' "_Bufﬂe] ,157".72466___;(1’)eacons of befense,an_d‘ Jus}}gemvrhm;;;j;“

.+ SFBideh’ - v i TU7iT L. SEE NOTE PAGE 2. 200 MOV 8 1565
RS n el e ot paes 2,

b7D

R




[ ———

BRa- Lt

T

T

Kidas 1w

e

> \
L i L
. .
. -

»»4' k£0$fanyg£m£@rmm$ian he may have of pertincrce, (&1

 NOTE:

. C A A g L . Lol ]
o - B S N Ry ¥ WIS o L, T e T T Lo YA i
P e G A i ik LoV KA PR P RPN R P o

-

 Adrtel to AT, €8, NY and HO |
Re: WNARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
100~108670 e

L

| - Chicago is instructed to immodiatoly advise lccsl’
suthorities, Sscorot Borvice gsnd the Army intelligence on o

- highly confidentinl basis that the Surceu 4o in rocoipt of

uncorroborntod inforaation that thoro may be a racial disturhance

- An vhacage within the noxt two or throe works,  In order {0 insure

the security of the Duresu's scurse, o mention should bo made of
Bhelton, Iizg, King's siloped finsncisl éiﬁfiﬁnxﬁy, King's organinaw

- tion ox “tho Deaconw,. ¥ ;

, A1) recipilents should attempt, through established relisdble
sources, to obiain informaticn vhich would either corrobovete or

BOUrCE,

attempt to obtain further information which may be availshle COfe
cerning the poseibility of the Doncons belng organized in Chicago,
Chlcago must stay on top of this gitwation to lasure that sny

~ organization of tho Deacons is immodintely kuown and reported.

Yow Orleans, ns origin concerning the Doacons, chonld

 attempt to detormino whethor thore ic any indication that tho
- organization has spread to Pemnsylvanis and New Jersey and, if

appropriate, wot out leads.

Atlants and Wew York, throush its sensitive coverage of
Ring, his organization and his sdvisors, should attompt to obvinin
~information vhich would serve o corrchorate or discrecdit Sholifon's
cinims, Atlanta should almo, ns sccn as possible, imﬂe&#ﬁggi

. S

: “ . The Bufﬂau'aheuld e kopt prosptly advised of all
dovelopmonts 4m this watter and infornation ohtained ghould bo
subnitted 4o a form sultable for dissemination, :

Memorandum from Baumgardner to Mr. Sullivan, 11/4/65,
captioned "Martin Luther King, Jr., Security Matter - Communist"

“recommended dissemination of the information from Shelton to the

White House, Attorney General, Deputy Attorney General, Assistant

- Attorneys General Yeagdey and Doar, Secret Service and the military

intelligence agencies.and additionally noted that a propriate
instructions were going forward by a separate airtel to the field.
Instant airtel serves that purpose.

L

digeredit [ lolton's claldmp. Talko dee regard for sccurliy of Buroau's - i

: o Chicago in referred to 1tz ﬁirfeilénﬁ'iettorhemd memorandum
10/26/35 concerning the Deacons of Defense and Justico and should

b7D
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Date: November 2, 1965

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

viq _AIRTEL
(Priority) J
———————————————————————————————————————— @-7%“—-——1————————- -
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) (157- '
Ao FROM \}J (é , /CHICAGO (157-572) (157-840) -
ﬂ}” ‘ L ' A
6 | SUBJECT: "/ DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC, /,
e RACIAL MATTER (ORGANIZATION) ~

ﬁ? EARNEST THOMAS /j

RACTAL MATTER
/) Re Chicago airtel to the Bureau, 10/26/65,

e —

» ¥
A Enclosed foxr the Bureau are nine copies of a letterhead
/| memorandum, two copies for New Orleans for information and two
copies for Seattle, concerning captioned matter,

One copy of this letterhead memorandum is being
designated for Region I, 113th INTC Group; United States Secret
Service; and Unlted States Attorney, all Chicago, Illinois.

— | ALL INFORMATION COMTAINED
HERER IS U\Ci_lléYSu 12D

~ .

SEATTLE

" AT SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, Enclosed letterhead memorandum
contains information that the only known Northern branch of the
Deacons of Defense and Justice (DDJ) is in Seattle, Washington,
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CG 157-840

Seattle, if not already handled, report activities of
DDJ at Seattle.

CHICAGO

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. Will be alert for any infor-
mation concerning the opening of a Chicago Chapter of the DDJ
and the Bureau and New Orleans will be kept fully informed of
developments in this matter.




UNQD STATES DEPARTMENT OF J.STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

Chicago, Illinois
November 2, 1965

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
RACIAL MATTER (ORGANIZATION)

EARNEST THOMAS
RACIAL MATTER

The following article appeared in the October 21,

1965, issue of the ''Chicdago Defender’, a Chicago, Illinois,
newspaper:

ALL I"FORATION CONTAINED, - ! ;{’
HEREIISURCLASSIFIED |5 T —ouuve % g0,

"Wither Thou Goest, I go...Seems to be the new pattern
for the Deacons of Defense and Justice with regard to the
movements of the Ku Klux Klan. Since the Ku Kluxers and
its menagerie of prehistoric, fire-spewing characters, made
its splashy entrance into our great State of Lincoln, the
Deacons' vice president, Earnest Thomas, has announced his
-indefinite stay in Chicago. Word is that the Klan has
organized four chapters in Illinois thus far; Thomas is
looking for recruits to join his self-defense organization,
The only known northern branch is in Seattle, Washington,

"Self—Defense vs. Nop-Violence was the theme, of a
program sponsoredsby the Westside Organization last Sunday.
ACT spoke on the 51d self~

Thomas and NahaZ{Rogers of,
defense, ‘while Rev. C.T a'1V1an and Rev. Jam ,.evel defended
their non-~violence stand. It played to a SRO crowd at the

Westside's -First Congregational Church.

"Deacon Thomas discussed tactics of police and law
enforcement officers and their one-way road of justice
on the Lou House show Saturday. It is Thomas' belief that
if the Deacons had been organized at the time NAACP leader
Medgar Evers of Mississippi was murdered, it would not have
happened. The Deacons claim they are dedicated to the
protection of civil rights workers and defenseless Negroes."

DATE 1-20-50 BY Sblpe/de pye oo "




On November 1, 1965, Lynwood Harris, Human Relations
Section, Chicago, Illinois Police Department, advised that
no information has been developed that would indicate that a
chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc. (DDJ), has
been formed in Chicago. Earnest Thomas continues to remain in
Chicago and is reportedly attempting to get office space on
the west side of Chicago but to date he has not been able to
obtain any office space. He added that it appears that Thomas
has received very little encouragement, if any, from civil
rights groups in Chicago. He added that there has not been
any indication that Thomas has attempted to purchase or obtain
any weapons while in Chicago. '

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation., It is the
property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned
to your agency; it and .its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency., ‘ : . :
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(Priority)

To: Director, FBI and
SAC, New York

From;/‘ SAC, Pittsburgh (157-429) (P)
THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE -
TRACIAL MATTERS -

: Re Newark airtel to Bureau, 9/20/65; Baltimore
letter to Bureau, 9/22/65, and Pittsburgh letter to Bureau,
10/12/65.

It is noted that Newark LHM, which was forwarded
with re Newark airtel dated 9/20/65, indicated that some affair
was to be held at Harpers Ferry, Maryland, on 12/4/65 in honor
of JOHN BROWN.

On 10/25/65, ANDREW HUTCHINSON, Park Ranger, Harpers
Ferry National Historical Park, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia,
advised SA EDWARD R. FLEMING, JR., that two Negro women,
Mrs. WILLI [MAN, New York, New York,
and Mrs. ESTHER\ SIC Brooklyn, N. Y., were
in Harpers Ferry, V. Va., on 10/21/65 ostensibly representing,
to the best of HUTCHINSON's recollection, the *John Brown
Remembrance Society". HUTCHINSON stated he had made this
identification of these individuals based on their signatures
on a guest register located at the Mather Training Center of
the National Park Service, Harpers Ferry (which was formerly
a Negro Baptist college, Storer College).

HUTCHINSON continued that Mrs. PITMAN and Mrs. KUSIC
were seeking a place to hold a meeting which would be attended
by about 700 people and they indicated a desire to hold the
meeting on 12/4/65. The women determined that no facilities

(Sove
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PG 157-429

were available for such a meeting on 12/4/65 and they
therefore selected 12/11/65 as the proposed date for said
meeting. They determined that a bangquet could be held at
the Hilltop House, a privately owned Harpers Ferry
restaurant-hotel, and that the Hilltop House could
accommodate 350 people.

HUTCHINSON stated that the women had spoken with
Harpers Ferry Park Historian, WES WOLFE, and were outspoken
in complaints concerning wérious biographies of JOHN BROWN.
It was HUTCHINSON's recollection that the women were
sympathetic to a man named DuBOIS, who had either attended 4
Storer College in the past or was a benefactor of that
college. HUTCHINSON also stated that it was his recollection
that this individual named DuBOIS later became a communist
and went to Ghana.

The _indices of the Pittsburgh Office are negative
concerning Joh pown Remembrance Society, Mrs. WILLIAM PITMAN,
and Mrs. ESTHER .

It would appear that the above meetlng arranged to
be held on 12/11/65 at the Hilltop House in Harpers Ferry
might possibly be identical with the meeting referred to in
above Newark LHM.

New York and the Bureau are requested to check their
respective files with regard to the John Brown Remembrance
Society, Mrs, WILLIAM PITMAN, and Mrs. ESTHER KUSIC, and
advise Pittsburgh of the results thereof.

New York is also requested to check with its informants
to ascertain whether the above~mentioned meeting scheduled for
12/11/65 is an affair being held in behalf of The Deacons for
Defense.

In the event it is determined that the John Brown
Remembrance Society has some affiliation with The Deacons
for Defense, New York is requested to furnish a suitable
characterization of The Deacons for Defense which, UACB,
will be disseminated by this office to the National Park
Service and the West Virginia State Police detachment
covering Harpers Ferry, W. Va.

)
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Re Chicago airtel to Bureau, 11/2/6.3. A ﬁ.‘,_-«-
T

Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of a
letterhead memorandum and two copies for New Orleans for

Specml gent Jz Charge

g information concerning captioned matter.
% One copy of this letterhead memorandum is being
g designated for Region I, 113th INTC Group, U,S, Secret
.- Service and USA, Chicago, Illinois. b7D J
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_CONFIDERTIAL @
CG 157-572

157-840
| LEAD
CHICAGO

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, Will remain alert for
any information concerning the opening of a Chicago Chapter
of thc Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc, and the Bureau
and New Orleans will be kept fully informed of the developments
in this matter.
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B November 12, 1965

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, fJNGym
RACIAL MATTERS (QRGANIZATION)  gmerry rNUFCLASSTRIED 4

EARNEST THOMAS ‘ OTHERWISE
BACIAL MATTERS

A Reference is made to memorandum dated November 2,
1968, at Chicage, Illineis. :

. On the dates indicated the following advised
that no information hag been developed that weyld indicate
that a chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice,

Ing, (DDJ) has been formed in Chicago, Farnest Thomas
. who is asgogiated with the DDJ is reportedly still
| attempting to obtain office spade in Chicagg for an office
of ‘the DDJ byt to date there has not been any indication

T

K]

that he has ‘ebtained any effice space. Thomas has received
viptually no support’ivom any eivil rights group in Chicago.
Theye has not heen any indication that Thomas has attempted
to_pupchase,pr obtain any weapens while in Chicagp. . No
information has been regeived concerning Thomas's whereabouts
-4$g$gg§%ngnd'$hgmas may have returned fo Louisiana: . :

SR ames Burns, Chicago Commission on Human Relations,
- 211 West Waékﬁ% qﬁ;%go, on November 8 and 12, 1965;

Lynwood Harris, Human Relatiens Section, . '
Chicago, Jllinois Police Depariment, November 8 and 12,
1965;" and '

(?é Tw1, Npyember 8 and 12, 195?;] &

o Confidentja] informanis who are acquainted with certain
racial matters in fthe Chicage, Illinois, area adyised during
Novemher, 1965, fthat Eagne$t'$quﬁs-gﬁ the DDJ hag recently
been in Chicago abteémpting fo gain suppart for a Chicago
,. Chapter of the DDJ, Thomas has not had any success in

organizing a Chicago Chagter of the Dng and’has met considerable
resistance from givil rights organizations in Chicago. . P

- .
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC, C )
EARNEST THOMAS @ ”(AL

These informants also advised that there has not been any
indication that Thomas has attempted to purchase or obtain
any weapons while in Chicago. No information has been
received concerning Thomas's whereabouts recently and Thomas
may have returned to Louisiana,

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outsidé your agency.
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UQI‘ED STATES DEPARTMENT OIQUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. ij
Chicago, Illinois (0 AU
November 12, 1965

Title DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC,
EARNEST THOMAS

Character RACIAL MATTERS
Reference Memorandum dated and captioned
as above,

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished
reliable information in the past.

[;G T-ijls an agency which collects 1nte111gencd?§i
information in the Chicago, Illinois area,

This document containsneither recommendations nor
conclusjions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency,
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL.
(u.s.n.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC)
V. CLARENCE M, KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMDEQ 76 1186

.Unrecordcd serial dated// 9 Gsabulled from this file
under court order of U,S. District Judge John Lewis
Smith, Jr., and sent to National Archives..
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157~2466) -
: . 5. Tasde n m y -t .
REAS0T 1mgd&;§é¥5%ﬁg;%igggﬂz
FROM: SAC, PITTSBURGH (157-429) (POATE 0% MQuimi_ J/—/vi-je—Somiess
SUBJECT: THﬁ:BEACONS FOR DEFENSE

RACIAL MATTERS

JOHN BROWN COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE (
IS =-C

. Re Newark airtel to Bureau dated 9/20/65 and

e Pittsburgh airtel to New York dated 11/3/65 both entitled,
a "The Deacons For Defense"; and Washington Field Office
airtel to Pittsburgh dated 11/5/65, titled "John Brown
Commemoration Committee,"

For the information of Washington Field Office,
copies of the following in the case entitled "The Deacons
For Defense" are enclosed:

1. Newark airtel to Bureau dated 9/20/65,
2. Newark LHM dated 9/20/65.
3. Pittsburgh airtel to New York dated 11/3/65.

For the information of the Newark Office, one copy
of each of the following, in the case titled "JOHN BROWN
COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE," are enclosed:

1. Washington Field Office airtel to
Pittsburgh dated 11/5/65.
Xerox copy of announcement of the

John Brown Memorgil Pilgrimage.

2.
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.:at Harpers Fer rﬁ
meeting for 12/

LEADS

for this: inféisant to accompany thefgroup

. Harpers Ferry, W. Va., if any, is desired.

2
J

It would appear that the JothBrown Commemoration
Commistee ‘may be an adjunct of The Deacons For Defense, -
“and that the "Memorial Pilgrimage" scheduled for 12/11/65

We Va., 1s identical with the planned -

/65, as set out in Newark LHM dated 9/20/65.,
In this connection, it is noted that the address for the o
John Brown Commemoration Committee is 100 West 82nd Street,
New York, which was the address for the meeting of The
Deacons for Defense mentioned in. Newark airtel of 9/20/65,

It is also noted that address for the’ West Side Unified
Action Council is 100 West 82nd Street, (ﬁ% égéfJ T

. w&.ﬁ'—-v.—- S5 »—*r»——"‘—'

'NEWARK

- Will maintain close. contact with for
additional facts on the contemplated trip to Harpers Ferry,
W. Va., and will, unless UACB or New York, attempt to arrange

O~ Harpers Ferry
o%,12/11/65

| eivomx |
% 1. Will expedite Pittsburgh request/for characterization
of&The Deacons for Defense and related- organizations such as =
West Side Unified Action Council iand the John Brown Commemoration
Committee, with the degree of relationship of those organizations,
so that this information will be available for dissemirstion N
to the National Park Service and the West Virginia SPOL by
12/1/65. It is noted that National Park Service may decide
to have additional rangers available for duty.
' 2. Will advise Pittsburgh if informants from New York
will be covering the Eilgrimage.

E 3; will advise Pitgsburgh what specific coerage at

/’/
N

b7D
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Will maintain contact with FREDERICK E, WALLIN,
who furnished the data concerning the Pllgrimage, and
ascertain if he plans to attend the megting on 12/11/65.




HECLESSTETCATION BUTHERITY ERTVEL FRIAM - T
OFIiONAL FORM NO. 10 20l SUTCRATIC DECIASGIFICAT I CULDE b6 ‘

MAY . I 4
Eh DATE 03-27-2018 | o
‘-

UNITED STATES CﬁERNMENT ‘ *

Memorandum
WIREGTOR: FBI (157-2466)W‘ Upare: NOV 24 1965

F‘%%y ‘" SAC, NEW YORK (157-1542) o
SUBJEC“Z CHANGED

DEACONS._OF. . DEEENSE_AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTERS

Title is marked "Changed® to reflect correct s
title of organization per New Orleans routi slip
;/A dated 11/9/65. Title previously carried as "DEACONS. |

FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE; RACIAL MATTERS”. ACTTRECTYAYION CONTAINED
HERETN IS\
e Re NYO teletype to New Orleans 11/8/65. =Excerrwn
=T ’ OTHERWI
et Enclosed for the Bureau and New Orleans are
{fz’v copies of LHM in captioned case. Information copies
'},// are also being supplied to Chicago, Los Angeles and
;féyf Philadelphia in view of Philadelphia letter to
2/ New Orleans dated 10/14/65, indicating that an article .
fgf‘m appearing in a Philadelphila wgekly publication entitled #
~

N

sNite Iife" reflects CHARLESYSTNMS, leader of the Deacons
of Defense and_Justice (DDFY, Is due ~in—Pniladélphia .
this winter as part of a nation-wide tour. \\f*(j(

- :')//f‘. <

ok -
 a!ﬂ An informatiojaébpy‘is also being supplied & 97
- to Jackson in view of the trip made by one CHARLES &h 0,
~ SIMS, not further identified, to Jackson on 10/27/65§3¢$£9 ‘\
. SEETH
S Confidential sources utilized in attached.I@ﬁLﬁiA;
re identified as follows: T

NY -1 is
NY T-2 is
A NY T-3 is _
i NY T-4 is ' = &CT;B
2~ Bureau (Encls. 8@§&§6P e
1- Chicago (Encls. 1; %Info; gRM

1- Jackson (Encls. 1

1- Tos Angeles (Encls. 1 Info

2~ New Orleans (157-3290 Encls, 2) (RM
1- Philadelphia (Encls. 1) (Inf‘?) (RM)
N

b7D

1- New,York 4 L4
X U D TP TRt AGERCY: ACHINOMI OF
' GAJ: ersi: LN
(9) _ DATE T 7Z
P dce & cc” LEM IOV IUing: 2
805 B8 1Yo BP0
larly on the Payroll Savin

sow-xo Bﬂ}, U'S‘ deiﬂgs Bo”d.f Regzz
J o - i P S . i

T




NY 157-1542 C0 Lm

1

NY T-5 is {
NY T-6 is
NY T~7 is
NY T-8 is b7D
NY T-9 is b7E

v -10 is

M @é T-11 i
NY T-12 i

| NY T-13 i |

INY T-1B i

Careful consideration was given to all sources
conecealed and T symbols were used only where necessary.

This THM is clasgified 'Comfidential® to protect
the identities of the above sources. Unauthorized
disclosure of information attributed to these sources might
impair their future effectiveness and such impairment
could have an adverse effect on the national defense
interests.

Bursau of

The information supplied by Detectives of the/gpecial gervices

BSS, NYCPD, was supplied to SA GERAID A, JAMES,

On 10/27/65, MATTHEW SUPKO, Senior Ticket Officer,
Delta Airlines, John F. Kennedy International Airport
(JFKIA), advised SA GERALD A, JAMES that one C. SIMS
purchased a first class round trip ticket to Jackson
for $180.44, departing NY 10/27/65, aboard Delta Flight 819
for Abtlanta. This was an open ticket (no specific
return reservation indicated). SUPKO stated Flight
819 was scheduled to depart JFKIA at 9:55 a.m. but
was dealayed until 10:45 a.m. SIMS was attempting
to connect with Delta Flight 623 from Atlanta which
was scheduled to arrive in Jackson at 1:25 p.m., 10/27/65.
Tn the event SIMS missed Flight 623 the next flight from
Atlanta to Jackson was Flight 411, scheduled %o arrive
at Jackson at 6:55 p.m., 10/27/65. SIMS advised Delta that
his local phone number in NYC is FI 8-7543.

On October 27, 1965, SA JOHN J. DUNTEAVY made a
pretext call(man who was te pick up SIMS to take him

-
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b7C

to the meeting at Ioeb Hall on 10/28/65) to FI 8-7543, b7D
which was answered by an individual who, identified herself as

[ , the | | of CHARIES SIMS.

| | stated her father was going to the farm

and would return by 6:00 p.m. 10/28/65, or the following
morning.

It should be noted as set forth in attached
THM that it was announced that SIMS was unable to
seak on 10/25/65, as he was required to return to
Bogalusa, Louisiana, for a court appearance. However,
the C. SIMS mentioned above departed New York City
on 10/27/65. The NYO does not have sufficient
background data available regarding the subject
to determine if he is identical with the CHARLES
SIMS who made the Jackson trip.

On 11/2/65, MATTHEW SUPKO, Supra, advised he checked
the manifests on New Orlears# flights for 11/1/65 for
CHARIES SIMS with negative results.

on 11/3/65, THOMAS P. MORHAN, Security Supervisor,
New York Telephone Company, 104 Broad Street, New York;
New York, advised SA JAMES M. ANDERSON that New York
Ciby telepnone number FI 8-7543 s listed to JULIA
A. IOUEE, | , NYC.

b7C

NYO indices contalin no jdentifiable references
on one JULIA A. LOUPE.

Oon 11/1/65, Detective RAYMOND J. CLARKE, BSS, NYCFD,
advised that Detective ALONZO STANIEY had called the office
‘ of CHARLES SIMS'attorney, JEREMIAH 8. GUTWAN and told GUTMAN
. that in order to assure SIMS security while he was in
New York City, BSS would have to know his itinervary. This
is the reason for the phone call from GUTMAN's office
indicating SIMS departed NYC 11/1/65.
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U,fED STATES DEPARTMENT OIQﬁSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

‘.;r:l Rzegly, Please Refer to New York, New York
Mo Bufile 157-2U466 ’ o

NYfile 157-1542 NOV 24 1965

CONFIDENTTAL (1)

Deacons of Defense and Justice

Confidential sources mentioned in this communication
and the appendix attached hereto have provided reliable
information in the past.

The "'Workers World", volume 7, number 20, page 3,
dated October 14, 1965, contained an article captioned
"ppresident of Deacons for Defense to Speak in New York"
which reflects that it was announced by Rictug. '
Seur, a friend of the Deacons,_ from the newly opened

_office of the Friends of the Deacons for Defense
and Justice (FDDJ), 271 West 125th Street, Room 209,
New York, New York, that Charles Simg, founder of
the Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ) and Robert
Hicks, Vice President of the Bogalusa, Louisiana,
ggte{56%eague will speak in New York on October 23 and
] *

>
The meeting on October 23, 1965, will be at 8:30
m. in the Unitarian Hall, Clinton ahd Fillmore Streets.
ﬁest Brighton, Staten Island, New York. & LT/
<
1 i e held at LS
.00 0B OFEoRSE 201 2965163 BTGNS BEMERE o /o0
New York City. . ¢ §§,~ ) ‘
A characterization of the "Workers WOrld%éf;xiT”

is attached in the appendix hereto.

This document contains neither

r%c%mmendations nog conclusions co 2L ()

of the FBI. It is the property

of the FBI and is loaned to your AROUP L

agency; it and its contents are .§§§§§§§§g§g§§§§ffhmﬁti
not to be distributed outside

your agency.
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' "The Worker"”, volume XXX, number 80, page 2,
dated October 24, 1965, contained an article captioned
"Deacons President to Speak in New York" which set

forth sutatantially the same informatiin as that
contained in the above mentioned article.

"The Worker" is an east coast Communist
newspaper.

On Qctober 18, 1965, NY T-1 advised !Charles -
Sims s to arrive via Delfa Airlines during the
afternoon of October 23, 1965. He is to beé met

at the airport by Mae Mallory, who is attempting

to get press coverage of his arrival., Sims is

to speak at Columbia University, New York University,

ang other unannounced locations. On chober 29
1965, a public meeting will be held at 853 Broadway,

New York City, sponsored by Youth Against War and
| Fascism (YAWF5 where Sims and Mae Mallory are
| scheduled to speak. A social will be held at

[ |_Brooklyn,Yon an unannounced b6
TOr the benerit of Sims. /NY T-1 advised[ | b7C

| is the residence of Kanowitz-
_4b%Tbins, a member of the Workers Wor&d'Party.é%iﬂm
" L fSh apr1a 16/ 1965, ¥y 1-1 advisedltnad®d T
AL a‘_ %llge Ma#fia ;

Y llory is a member of the
ﬂkf/ ~Workers-World. Rarty.

i‘ ™ A characterization of the YAWF appears
in the appendix attached hereto.

[én October 29, 1965, NY T—é]supplied?‘zim
substantlally the same information set forth
above but also advised that the DDJ was to hold
a meeting on October 24, 1965, believed to be
in Manhattan.

On October 25, 1965, Detective Paul Brernan,
Bureau of Special Services (BSS), New York City
Police Department (NYCPD),-advised that Charles Sims,

CO L_-)
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Deacons of Defense and Justice UﬁNE%QEﬁiiﬁﬁ’,m)

President of the DDJ in Louisiana, arrived in New
§0Pk gitg,tlzlStp.m.,October 2?, 1965, at John F.
enne nternational Al rt 1
Flight 976, rport (JFKIA) on Delta Airlines
[§§ October 27, 1965, NY T-3 advisgé]he attended§§§21ug
a fund raising affair for the DDJ at the Unitarian
Church Hall, Clinton and Fillmore Streets, Staten
Island, New York, from 8:50 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.,
October 23, 1965.

The source stated Mae Mallory took up most, of
the time relating her experiences Xﬁ the cgvil rights

movement and praising Robert Williams. She pointed

out the similarities between Robert Williams® approach
and the approach of the DDJ to the civil rights movement.
Robert Hicks spoke about the various incidents that
occurred in Bogalusa, Louilsiana, wqgl attempting

to register Negroes to vote. Jergyﬁﬁﬁ%man, intro-

duced as an _attorney for Charles Sims, differed .,/

with Mae Mallory, stating that the DDJ is & _
legally constituted organization which is defensive
and will remain so.

Robert Williams is characterized in
the Revolutionary Action Movement which
appears in the appendix attached hereto.

Charles Sims sgoke about the backéround
of the DDJ and stated the purpose of theé DDJ 1s_to
protect Negro and white civil rights workers, He
stated the DDJ is able to effectively deal with the

Ku Klux Klan, however, he was critical of the local
sheriff's office, stating the past Wednesday (October
20, 1965) the sheriff obtained the names of the DDJ

_3- CON AL ()
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leaders and arrested them on various charges.

A characterization of the Xu Klux Klan
appears in the appendix attached hereto.

During the question and answer period which.followed
the speeches Sims stated his primary concern'is with
the Bogalusa chapter of the DDJ. He stated there are

50 DDJ chapters throughout the south although he
declined to comment on the total number of members.

Admission of $2.00 per person was charged. Approximately
60 to 80 persons.attended.

., [on october 28, 1965, Ny T-2 advisedlhe attended X 1
the aboveé “ientioned affair and_provided essentilally
the same information as[NY T-3 but in addition stated(Z
Simgldiq ggt qgiticize any particular approach to ‘the g

K TOTL, Simt
£hat thoge 2n§a§2&§dﬁ“§é¥g§i§?%§ g%eggv%fpgigggsto be
issues such as Robert Hicks should be assured protection
for themselves and their families.

After the meeting a reception was held for the
persons who had appeared at -the home of Ricque Le Seur

on Staten I%%S?d. oo %’(S’ N1y p

{ ‘zgggn October, 25, %955, NY T-4 advisedjfthat DOrothyzgx{:im

‘l . Gai¥Schneider, Robert)Schneider, ErdindZAntonsen, -
| imovich and 25 ‘members of the

Brooklyn, New York, chapter of Congress of Racial

Equality (CORE) attended the bove, pentioned affair.
Elaeddl #-

. 01“/y AL it &)
Dorothy Schneidep === 19 7 THI O =

On October 5, 1964, NY T-5 advised that on
October 4, 1964 a Communist Party (CP)
meeting was held at the home of Dorothy
Schneider and that one of the members present
was Schneider's husband, Bob Schneider.fg.stwi

P { Zekor-Afitonsen, Bettys

\UONFEDEEEQﬁiﬁm
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The CP has been designated pursuant to
Executive Order 10450 by the Attorney
General of the United States.

Robert Schneider

On October 5, 1964, NY T-5 advised that on
October 4, 1964,-8 CP meeting was held at the
home of Rober®K3chneider, -] I
Mﬁbaiganlglgndeéﬁcpording to the source,
Schneider was present at this meeting and
collécted, Party dues from one of the
members.%?zqm

Erdine Antonsen

On August 19, 1963, NY T-6 advised Erdine
Antonsen dttended a Kings County Communist
Party, United States of America (CP, USA)
committee meeting which was held at 1110
Eastern Parkway, Brookly.., New York, on

i

Zekor Antonsen

On December 9, 1963, NY T-7 advised that on
"~ December 8, 1963, a CP meeting was.-Held.at the
. home :0f Bob Schnéider, PR
. U Staten Island, New -York. According to the
- ~sourte, during the course.of.the.meéting
i+ - Bob Schneider told the members present.
that there weére four paid Party members
on Staten Island. NY T-8 stated that
Schneider mentioned Zekor Antonsén and
Erdine Antonsen, his wife, as two of the
four members ahd remarked further "They
pay their dues in the city,w,, m

b6
b7C

b6
b7C
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Elizabeth Redman Duimovich (Betty)

Eb June 15, 1964, NY T-9 advised thatigiﬁm

s of that date Elizabeth Redmafi Duimovich
was Chairwoman of the Sixth Assembly District,
Kings County CP.

(En October 25, 1965, NY T-10 advisedjhe attended(d) ()
a fund raising affair at Washington Templ& Church of

God in Christ, 1372 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, New

York, on October 24, 1965, where appréximately U0

persons werc present. This meeting was held after

the regular church service which is from 9:00 p.m.

to 10:00 p.m.

Charles Sims stated during his speech that
he is not a speaker, he is a "fighter". He spoke
abaut the background of the DDJ but made no
mention of firearms. When Sims requested donations
for the organization, most ofsithe audience walked
out, however, a collection was taken. The source
characterized Sims as a very reserved, very uninter-
esting speaker.

The "New York Herald Tribune', page 2, dated
October 25, 1965, contained an article captioned
"Armed Resistance By Negroes Urged" in which it
was indicated that at a news conference Robert
Hix, the Reverend William H. Melish and Charles
Sims said '"Negroes are going to start hitting back
and perhaps should even arm themselves on the
picket line." Hix qualified his statement by
saying "Laws must be ebéyed.” 4he Reverend William
Howard Melish, identified as a DDJ member, said
"Arms were justifled to protect 1l¥fe and property."

-6- CON AL T
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Reverend William H, Melish
Aian frwardf plefis ' .
Hill-sy f§§fépfirwm6;'196u, NY T-11 advised)that William L5 (1)

7 Me

B Melish was a member of the Board of Directors™ —
“of ‘the National Council of American-Soviet Frg#dship (NCASF)
as of April 11, 1964. NS .

“fkﬂ,z/' The:. NCASFE. has been designated pursuant,

- to “Executive Order 10450. . . .

-

[on october 26, 1965, Ny T-12 advisgéj§©o vo LM
Loo persons attended a meeting held at Emanfial AME
Church, 37 West 119th Street, New York City, from 8:15
to 10:45 0ctober 25, 1965, at which Jesselifay, the
master of ceremonlés, apologized for thé absence of
Charles Sims, who was to be the main spéaker. Gray
stated that Sims had to return to Louisiana in
order not to forfeit bail on a local charge.

Mae Mallory gave a speech in which she stated

each gun for the Deacons cost $80.00. Mallory asked

. those in attendance to pledge a gun individually for
the Deacons. Several persons signed pledges for guns.
A collection of $126.00 was taken up for the Deacons.

Jesse Gray

(17 7-13 acvised on wovenver 20, 1956.] that sessd@ [
* ° Gray had‘been Qvganjzer for the.Harlem Région

+ CP,until November, 1958.

NY T-6 advised on November 20, 1958, that
according to William Patterson, Chairman

of the New York District CP, Jesse Gray, .
1ls no longer a member of the CP but he is
friendly to the CP. il

i
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Eéﬁ October 29, 1965, NY T-14 advisgé]Charlesé?(-m)
Sims Of the Deacons spoke at a public me€fing sponsored
by the YAWF at Academy Hall, 853 Broadway, New York |
City. Sims recounted experiences of racial persecu-
tion and claimed that the persecution had been

somewhat alieviated through the formation of the
Deacons,which are armed for self defense. Sims
indicated that the DDJ in Bogalusa had about 200
followsers and indicated a new unit was being formed

in Chicago. Sims asked for contributions to carry

on the worir of the DDJ and a collection.was made
for him.

The "Workers World", volume 7, number 22,
page 1, dated November 11, 1965, contained an article
captioned "Charles Sims, Deacon of Defense President,
speaks in NYC" which reflects Sims addressed a
meeting of 300 at Academy Hall, New York City,
sponsored by the YAWF.

The article reflects Sims stated civil rights
workers, some of them white, had been threatened
with physical violence by the Klan and were about
to be attacked when he and some friends started an
armed defense guard in Bogalusa, Louisiana, in the
early part of this year. :

" Having staked out his men around the local
CORE headquarters, Sims saw the chief of palice 1o%kjng
things over. A%t first inclined to ignore the chief,
since he knew him as a racist probably in league
with the Klan himself, he changed his mind, went
over to him and said: "You better stop ‘'em. ‘'cause
if you don't we're gonna kill them all."

The chlef apparently did not take this
statement lightly. There was no trouble and SlmS"
reported: "That night a brand new Negro was born.

-8- conpzoaaiar U
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A collection of $400.00 was raised from the
audience. Over $200.00 was raised at a house party
in Brooklyn later on.

On November 1, 1965, Detective Raymond J.
Clarke, BSS, NYCPD, advised BSS was contacted by
an unknown individual in the office of Jeré&miahiS,
Gutman, 363 T7th Avenue, New York, New York, who statdd
Charles Sims departed New York City on Novewmber 1,
1965, for return to pogalusa, Louisiana.
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1. APPENDIX

v———

UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC.,
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN

Records of Superior Court of Fulton County,
Georgila, reflect that this Klan organization was granted
a corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta,
Georgia, under the name United Klans, Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan of America, Inec.

A source advised on February 27, 1961, that
United Klans was formed as a result of a split in U.S.
Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. According to
the source, the split resulted from a leadership dispute
and United Klans has the same aims and objectives as
the parent group. These are the promotion of Americanism,
white supremacy, and segregation of the races.

The first source and a second source advised
in July, 1961, that United Kitans, Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan of America, Inc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established
headquarters in Suite 401, the Alston Building, Tuscaloosa,
Alabama. (The organization is directed by ROBERT SHELTON,
Imperial Wizard, and is the dominant Klan group in the
South, with unit# in several Southern states.)

Second source advised that at a meeting at .
Prattville, Alabama, on Qctober 22, 196%, the U.S. Klans,
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, merged with the United Klans
of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.

Third source advised on August 4, 1965, that the
United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,
is currently an active organization, with Klaverns in
several Southern states. This source said that ROBERT M,
SHELTON is the Imperial Wizard of this organization, and
was last elected to this position on Sepbember 5, 1964,
at a National Klonvocation in Birmingham, Alabama. Source
said that the activity of the United Klans of America is
increasing and that the national office remains in Suite
401, Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

~10- CO AL !




y;—?vt‘_"’?f-m“—qucnns e g F W, W, L - E .
pREe G T ST A IR 0

APPENDIX
"WORKERS WORLD"

On May 3, 1965, a confidential source advised that
the "Workers World" is the official newspaper of the Workers
World Party, published twice monthly, with editorial offices
located at 46 West 21st Street, New York, New York,

AR
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APPENDIX

WORKERS WORLD PARTY

' ?

\

On April 17, 1959, a confidential source advised that
on February 12, 1959, a Soclalist Workers Party (SWP) minority
group under the leadership of National Committee member,

SAM BALLAN, split from the'SyP. :

The source stated that this minority group, referred
to as the Marcyites, after neny years of program and policy
differences on varied issuep concerning tactics and
interpretation of politicallevents, split from the SWP
on the grounds that the Party was liquidating itself by departing
from the Marxist precepts of. LEON TROTSKY and retreating from
the fight for the world socililist revolution. The final
issue which ultimately forced the split was the minority's
opposition to the SWP regroupment policy which involved co-
operation with the Communist:Party (CP) periphery-individuals

A

characterized by the minoriqy as petty-bourgeois.

The minority progrpgm, according to source, advocated
unconditional defense of the Soviet Union and has as its
goal the: bullding of a revolutionary party with a complete
proletarian orientation for the purpose of overthrowing
capltalism in the United States and throughout the world.

On May 12, 1960, source advised that this minority
group had chosen the name Workers World Party.

on May 3, 1965, second source advised that the
Workers World Party, which maintains headquarters at 46 West 21st
Street, New York, New York, supports the People's Republic
of China in its ideological digpute with the Soviet Union.
| .
The SWP and the CP h%be been designated pursuant
to Executive Order 1Q§50, ;

\
,_\‘

<
1
)

g
!
.l

\l
\, . 5

\‘ \
i L 5
\ » ‘




‘};‘s;*fs :‘#’ i : i %1‘4'1‘{‘ é“ {, ® f ‘EP,)W»“ \5‘
1. APPENDIX
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YOUTH AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM

- A confidential source advised on March 29, 1965, that
the Youth Against War and Fascilsm (YAWF), formerly known as
.the Anti-Fascist Youth Committee, was established by the
Workers World Party (WWP) in the summer of 1962, to bring
college and high school youth into the periphery of WWP
activities and thereby gain recruits for the organization,

A second confidential source advised on October 23,
1964, that a flyer distributed by the YAWF describes that
organization as a militant organization of young workers
and worker-students for combating war and fascism.

The first source advised on March 29, 1965, that
the YAWF maintains an office in Room 1214, 1123 Broadway,
New York City, and publishes a magazine called "The Partisan."
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Transmit the following in

Via

v,

[Mr, Mohr
- . ' M. DeLoach_ .
i ' [Mr. Cawper

h DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: ) b6 o i
FHI AUTIMATIC DECIASEIRIONTION cuine b7C .
FD-36 (ReVerSe v pi wer nm & (M. Tolona.
i TS Y — ® M. Belmaont

[2fr. Callahan. .
FBI Il“h-. Conrad......
Date: 11/18/G65 '213- gdli

I
LT Mr., Ruscn.
CONEIBENTIAL 1) M. Buse

(Type in plaintext or code)

P*‘r. mvd
[Mr. Trotter
ATRTTEL, REGISTLRED Tole, Room— .
(Priority) Plcs Holmes .

v

TO: Pirector, FBI

DWS
FROM: SAC, Detroit (157-NEW) (P)

RALLY OF DEAGCONS. EQR DEEENSE AND
JUSTICE SPONSORED BY CONGRESES OF £

“RECIAL ETUALITY (CORE) Va
11/20/65 ¢
DETROIT, !ICHIGAN VIR
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fnclosed gpr the Bureau are eight d@ples of an LHH regard1n°
captioned planned rally. Two copies of LHM are being

furnished the Hew Orleans Division, which Office has an interest

Ming Gandy. oo §

- V in the Deacons for Defense and Justice.
One copy of LHM being furnished G-2, ONI, O0SI, USA and two .
copies being furnished iSecret 3ervice, all Detroit, lMich. /fy& e
Source utilized in LHH ig | |, racial b7D
informant (probationary) AT
Detroit PD and Michigan State PQllce are aware of contents in
LH. . ’\ L > e A 2 @/
R P -t - - /
%é </~‘; . P ‘ 4 /
This ma%ter will be followed ﬁ%d Bureau advised after rally.
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2 - New Orleans (Enc. 2) (RM) 12 NOV 26 1965 °
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UNITED S’ATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICQ

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

lIn Reply, Please Refer to Detroit, Michigan

November 18, 1965

Re: Rally of Deacons for Defense and
Justice Sponsored by Congress Of
Racial Equality (CORE)

November 20, 1965
‘Detroit, Michigan

On November 17, 1965, a source, who has furnished

. reliable information in the past, advised that CORE.is the

sponsor of a rally for the Deacons for Defense and Justice
to be held on Saturday, November 20, 1965, bedinning at
8:00 p.m. at the new St. Peters Baptist Church, Woodrow
¥ilson and Pingree Streets in Detroit.

Acgordlng to the source, this rally is being held
in an effort to raise money for the Dgacons for Defense and
Justice who are having difficulty rafsing funds in the South
mic pressures against tham
mas, a Vice President
of the Deacons for Defense and Justlce from Jonesbcrd?“"

‘Lou151ana “will” be the featured Speaker at this rally.

Thls document contalns nelther recommendatlonc nor
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is
the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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(Type in plamtext or code) Ilr. Loves el
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Via sppepaeeamt b T INXANE RNV TTE rnge N

Transmit the following in

PR A SN

i i ) H AN Fol B 14
| Fpriority] 10 Jin Ul Mx;s szdy
—————————————————————————————— DETE~rttzser ”-‘z’—aﬁ/yf éz,..’ :

: DIRECTOR, FBI

\%\33 FROM: SAC DETROIT (157-1140)(C)
i RALLY o DEACONS FOR DEFENSE _

, \ _AND JUSTICE SPONSORED BY CORE, T
i "~ 11/20/65, DETROIT, MICH.
; R
,I ‘
? Remyairtel and LHM 11/18/65.
Iinclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a letterhead
~ memorandum concerning captioned rally, which was held
' as scheduled on 11/20/65. Two copies of the LHII are
being furnished the New Orleans Division which oxfice
has an interest in the Decacons for Defense and Justice
and two copies are being furnished the Chicago Division
in view of reference in enclosed LUHNM to plans for —
: establishing northern branch of the "Deacons'" at Chicago,
' I11.
One copy of LHM is being furnished G-2, ONI, OSI and
USA, and two copies of LHN being furnished U.S. Secret
Service, all Detroit, HMich.
b7D

Source utilized in LHM is | |
|(by request)

N z’i?, T
Det. HAROLD DU'%AS/&Y k; chl§'1n State Police, Harord Pos'\i:
?7 Detazoit, has been apprlsed of the data in LHI,
E,L\LJLJDURE T— rrsnsag pgseny A) bl
(3 - Bureau (Enc. 8) (RM) . 'S
2 - New Orleans (Znc. 2)(RM) T2 NOV 26135 AT
/i
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

e i Reply, Please Refer to Detroit Michigan
L File No. ' !
: November 22, 1965

Re: Rally of Deacons for Defense
and Justice Sponsored by
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE),
November 20, 1965, Detroit, Michigan

Reference is made to memorandum at Detroit, -
Michigan, dated November 18, 1965.

On November 22, 1965, a source, who has
furnished reliable information in the past, advised
that on November 20, 1965, beginning at approximately

‘ 8:00 PM and ending at approximately 11:00 PM, a rally

! for the Deacons for Defense and Justice, sponsored by

: : CORE, was held at the new St. Peter's Baptist Church, .
Woodrow Wilson and Pingree Streets in Detroit. Source

1 advised that approximately 100 individuals attended

%. this rally and admission was charged for same.

; / ) ording to the source, the keynote speaker
: i eh- was Ernest/sThomas, .a-vice-president of the Deacons for

! Defense and Justice from Jonesboro, Louisiana, and™, | .
"Several other local individuals alsé spoke. The tenor:
of the rally was a relating of the racial situation both
| in the North and the South and an explanation of the need
M for and purpose of the Deacons for Defense and Justice.
ﬁ It was stated that the main purpose of the rally was to
j raise funds which are to be used in plans toward establish-
- ing the first northern branch of the Deacons for Defense
0 and Justice at Chicago, Illinois.

According to the source, the rally was peaceful
and orderly.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

ALL INFORTIATION CGHTALGL:
HEREIN IS URCLASSIFIED
DATE L. 2(-s0 BY




DECLASST R ICATIUH AV HUERTTY [ERTVEL PR -
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DATE 0B-28-2018 sv: [ 1] . b7C

SAC, Savannah CONFDENTIAL i1y 11/26/65

l,‘ ALL 1 ION CONTAINED

- - HEREIN LQNCLASSIFIED

. Director, FBI (157-2466) EXCESTAHERE SHOWN 1l - Mr, Murphy
OTHERWISE "

CLASS. &

' (DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
| RACIAL MATTERS |

ReNYteletype to Bureau and Columbia, via Savannah,

- Reteletype noted that Ricque LeSeur of "Friends of
. the Deacons of Defense and Justice," New York City, is
3 |(/interested in the formation of a civil rights or self-defense
&5 o \I\isroup in Saint George, South Carolina, similar to captioned
e\ :\ferganization. Certain unidentified individuals belonging
RE f ito the "Saints of Saint Geerge, South Carolina” contacted
X/ %; LeSeur to help organize them into a self-defense unit, LeSeur
A f(bstated that Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) is working

1 ¢ ) with the group, and LeSeur planned to contact. CORE unofficially
: 0 ) E and find out how many men they can really count on. LeSeur
i <\Stated that every man has a shotgum, but they lack radios and
“ A'walkie talkies. LeSeur indicated he might go to South Carolina
in the next few days and speculated that organizations (not b6

specified) could help the group by donating a rifle, LeSeur b7C
indicated that such items in aid of the new self-defense N

gmggmnjbe sent to Nathaniel Lee,| | N
i » South Carelina, telephone number | L&»@Up

Savannah should check the accuracy of the abeve / .

| telephone listing as same appears to be eme digit short. ,/(

, New Orleans as Office of Origin regarding captio L
| organization, should make the necessary inquiries for any
defense unit in Saint George, South Carolina. I\

.‘ \ N

WA

%

N
Y
5

\ RN

S N

y

available information regarding the formation of the self-

The above caption should be utilized in this \
investigation until such time as the proper title of this \

L~ organization is determined.” 7 \5
=

1 - New Orleams (157-3290) /% /. .Z;Z:é/.:é@

= New York (157~ -n o
DeLoach 1 ew or (1 7 1542) REc 1

9 1965 A5
B seertn (6) pth 1oV e \%\:

Conrad s
Felt
- Gale

Tolson
Belmont

Gale - NOTE: The Deacons of Defense and Jusi:ice is a Negro organ.izat:lon
sulven _____WhOSe main purpose is to arm Negroes for protection against Klan
Tavel violence, and a has been active in' racial demonstrations.

Trotter Ve
/ % Ry . o
MAIL ROOM %ﬁéﬁ:ﬁm 1 - M {0 L

Tele. Room
Holmes
sandy
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FD56 (Rey. savsn) | o Dol
. ;; . : w e, Mobr e
-, ‘ Mr. Deloach — ¥
: \ M, Copit e b
Mr. Callaian. |
FBI l‘ Mr. Coarad “__:...]&
t My, Felb o
Date: 11/19/65 :k M. Qolo |
At e, Rosi‘nﬂ.__._V('
Transmit the following in ' //}j:,ﬁ*x‘ sullivan 1:
(Type in plaintext or code) 4 Ig N?‘ ?5&"'&;1' |
‘ e, Teettor )
- Via AIRTEL !?de%om
} (Priority) i ﬁ%lw i}andy —
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) S e
P FROM: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413) ﬂ(
1 ORI X'ﬂ ‘h
&WQ RE: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE KZ) 2
| f [y ta oy
S % .
o Re San Antonio airtel and LHM dated 9/16/65 and o
L 0-1 Form dated 11/12/65. TG

s !

This case has been closed in the San Antonio
Office since 9/16/65, in view of the fact that there has been
no further actlv1ty on the part of the above captioned
organization 1n San Antonio Division.,

There is enclosed for the Bureau a copy of the
Albany letter to San Antonio 10/13/65 captioned as above,
and setting forth information that MARK KLEIN and DOUGLAS
HAINLINE are both at Cornell University.

0-7&5,4111 hod[es”

. AL 1613/t
wizs o..LefM +chio. ?,mwa—a;;c/ﬁ/w

B e e
ST : .
&*& g—% Mcﬁ L] anr, 0\4-/(‘.%‘;1‘
T G—. . % R
\ ?;JOMu (Enc. 1 gpm"t'\‘). Lo

I -~ Albany (157~ 163)(Info)

1 - San Antonio
GWHC/cbl .
(5) REC ﬂi/ h:ﬂ;fft;;ﬂrfigi§?/

12 NOV 291965

B e R

f;ﬁi‘m“f" ALL IRFORMATION sﬁ"*wmv

woat o w HEPEN}S UNCLASSIFID

,\J
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Y Specmll Agent in Charge
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Sw. mm (157-163) (m)
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Re Sm Antm:l.o airtal am:‘% L!m dued 9/16[65 to e

X T :

" Bureau.

Lo on 9/28/65. Hr. r.owm mzm., rmcm». Gornell i
Univ sit adviged 8A PETER F. MAXSON, that MARE KLEXd - 4o
o S HAINLINE hed both retuxned to Cornell Uni.vmil:y. o
. Om 9/23/65. M, GEORGE wmade avallable & coov of a one page |
- throwaway which he stated that he had’ learned was being S
distributed on the Cornell Universwty Campus. DOUGLAS - ,
~ HAINLINE ¢btained authority for this distiribution. This SR
~ material is captioned "Amd _Begro Unit Spreads in South" - =
. and containg an account from the June &, 1965, issue of
- .the "New York Times" concerning the activities of the -
. Deacuns of Defense and Justice in varim Sonthem states.' T
Tha follom.ns is set forth. - :;_,;_, ; ,,

| "‘I‘he Civ.;.l Bi@ts Moment has outgrown total

N non-violence. "While the racigts’® reactlon to the aneaant h

R ,.,etually &mod the: mc:lsts- o

" has become more and wore ferocious, legal authorities have
. at best given oaly token aid to. the! Negro and, at womg. Co

'I - . L
”’l‘he il Rights mvene'\t. WSt now take up arme

: for its ovn Procaion--so that it cin contimue to exist
and st:mgg;le. S I S :
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v . ... UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum
TO g{/DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) . pate: 11/30/65
i 7
FROM: #f  SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1008) -RUC- “‘EDJg

SUBJECT: ~DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
RACIAL MATTERS

(Zk\) 00: NEW ORLEANS
B

Re Pittsburgh letter to Bureau 10/12/65; New York
letter to Bureau 10/28/65; Pittsburgh airtel to Bureau

11,/3/65.

Enclosed for New Orleans is one copy each of
Baltimore airtel to Bureau 8/17/65 and re Pittsburgh letter
and airtel. :

On 11/19/65, Mr. ROBERT E. DUDLEY, Agent, Albert
L. Zahn Agency, Real Estate and Property Management,
219 W. Washington St., Hagerstown, Md., was discretely
interviewed by SA ROBERT I. MC ENROE relative to the

( ’ Kennedy farm and farmhouse, commonly referred to as

~ ) "JOHN BROWN's Farm” located in the southern part of

- . Washington County, .Md., mailing address of |
- West Va. It was determined that this property,
_ previously utilized as a "regional” headquarters for the
\ "Negro Elks", has been for sale for sometime. Dr. JAMES
NULIAN, Si;xggﬁ§ggiﬁg§%4Md», described by DUDLEY as "a
DRominent and wealthy Negro doctor”, has signed a contract

of \gale with DUDLEY for the purchase of this property.

DUDLEY advised 11/26/65 has been set as the date for "closing”
this transaction, on which date Dr. JULIAN will take title

to this property.

It was further determined from DUDLEY that there has
been no affairs held at "JOHN BROWN's Farm" in recent
months, and he was unaware of any meetings.or gatherings
of any size to be held at this site within the coming months.
_DUDLEY is unaware of the use to which Dr. JULIAN plans
to put this property; he thought Dr. JULIAN might have

intentions of establishing a boys camp there. /é;fj7~»;l$4é%;"zaé2

B/

b6
b7C
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_ & £6 Al

(2J)- Bureau (REGISTERED MAIL) i%§§- 1 DEC 2 1965
1 - New York (157-1542) (Info) REG éEE?ED MAIL)

2 - New Orleans (1573290 (Enc. 3) REGISTERED MATL~
1 - Pittsburgh (157-429) (Info) REGISTERED MAIL
1 - Baltimore

@ ronpar ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED /) }f
GTODEC 1 0 1985 ¢ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED AL
. fbw(l&.&BA%EIQZéﬂé%%&dﬁ%%é%&&é%éﬁ%é%&gfRMn
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BA 157-1008

In view of the above and the information contained
in re Pittsburgh airtel 11/3/65 reflecting that captioned
organization apparently has scheduled the affair, planned
for 12/4/65, at the Hilltop House, Harper's Ferry, West
Va., on 12/11/65, no further investigation of this
matter is being conducted by Baltimore and no contact with
Dr. JULIAN is being considered. Baltimore indices
contained no information on Dr. JULIAN.
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|
. Date: 11/29/65 :

Transmit the following in

' |
|
(Type ¢ i r code) j -
AIRTEL W hif |
i

Y Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 8 copies of
%HM on captioned subject matter,
)-—l

N\
()
I—-‘

Enclosed for Houston and New York are two copies
: each of LHM on captioned matter for 1nformatlonal purposes
@mnce these offlces have an 1nterest in the organization,

E

=
F Four copies of the LHM are enclosed for Albany
Wthh is requested to disseminate two copies to Secret Service
ﬁocallyo

J Aﬁ Two copies of the LHM are enclosed to New Orleans,

/ /offlce of orlgln, together with the following communlcatl,ﬁ%
which may be of interest to the New Orleans Ofﬂ%é% @gpéw

' |- ®-Bureau (Encs. 8) RM

}/‘“/ 2-New Orleans (Encs, f3) RM EU[W
;g 2-Houston (Encs, 2) RM .
/¥| 2-New York (Encs, 2) RM Y
[ 2-Albany (157-163) (Encs. 4) RM
’ 2=SA

(1-157-413)

(1~66-~1620) -
JJC:eks 1lce & ce LHM

(13) ' < .808 RB

Via
(Priority or Method of Mailing)
________________________________________________ L
B
TO¢ DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2u466) 2
ALT, THRORY Qn' "SJCONTATNED
HEPT T IR 7% SIFIED
FROM: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413) RUC EXCEPT /R .:HOWN
OTHERWASE . -
“ o
%RE “{EACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
| RM
2 CLASS. & EXT\ BY, «2 3o
Q 00: NO REASON - FCIM 1-2V 4.
a ' DATE OF REVIEW) // R - Js
Re San Antonio airtel dated 11/19/65, and Bureau
‘égouting slip dated 11/2u4/65,

- |
n/ <Q$’ {ﬁ-‘“\
7 : 3

ReT -

a ‘
&9 Special Agent in Charge

= r B 2 i T T R R e SRR PG T i Spsivm. ot Al s e B Mt mat-a e oo _
ECLBSST P ILRT I AN HLETTY DERLVED B bé ‘



SA 157-413

CONEDENTIAL M

San Antonio airtel to Bureau, 8/9/65,
captioned The Committee to Aid the Deacons,

|

|

| San Antonio airtel and accompanying LHM

| dated 8/20/65, captioned The Committee to
| Aid the Deacons.,
|
|
|

San Antonio airtel and accompanying LHM
dated 8/20/65, captioned The Committee to
Aid the Deacons.,

San Antonio airtel and accompanying LHM dated
8/26/65, captioned The Committee to Aid the
| Deacons,

San Antonio airtel and accompanying LHM dated
8/28/65, captioned The Committee to Aid the
Deacons,

Electrostat of undated and unaddressed letter
signed by MARK KLEIN, Chairman, Committee to
Aid the Deacons,

New York letter to San Antonio dated 10/7/65,
captioned Committee to Aid the Deacons, RM,

One copy each of LHM has been disseminated locally to
0SI, ONI, and 112th INTC, Two copies of LHM have been furnished
Secret Service, San Antonio,

INFORMANTS

Identity of Source File Where Located
SA T-1: ‘ 1567-413-45 ‘
b3
’ b7D
| (by request) b7E

!
-2 -




SA  157-413
CONFIDENTIAL )

CLASSITIOATION

The enclosed LHM g classified HEomfd e
due to the fact that infopmation furnished by| SA T-2 couldéé&?gm
reasonably result in identlficatlon of a confidentizm

informant of continuing valug an¢ compromisq future effpctiveness
thereof,




rEEﬁLESQIYIﬂE’P@m ANTHOETTY DERTIVEL PR

FRI BUTCUATIC DECLASSTRICATION CUIDE ' . 1
DATE 08-28-2018 sv: [ 1 ) .
UNI!ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J%:TICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
San Antonio, Texas
In Reply, Please Refer to November 29 196%
File No. 2o
ALL U O RNATIGWOCHTAINED
BERETNIS UNGZASSIFIED
EXCEPT O SHOWN CLASS. & EXT. B / 64/0/¢ 7/4?4-?/39

OTHERW REASON - FCIM 11 \1-2.%.27 R

DATE OF REVIEW - 9.5
/

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

On September 28, 1965, Mr, LOWELL GEQRGE,
Proctor, Coppell University, advised that MARKTKLEIN
/ and DOUGLASAHAINLINE had both returned to Cornell _
'“J _University, On September 23, 1965, Mr, GEORGE made’
/ available a copy of a one-page throw-away which he stated
p ’, h-. had learned was being distributed on the Cornell
'}://// "aiversity campus., DOUGLAS HAINLINE obtained authority
Copr this distribution, This material is captioned, "Armed
ilegro Unit Spreads in South" and contains an account from
the June 6, 1965, issue of the New York Times concerning
the activities of the Deacons of Defense and Justice
in various southern states., The following is set forth:

: "The Ciwvil Rights Movement has outgrown

' total non=violence, While the racists’ reaction

l +o the Movement has become more and more ferocious,
legal authorities have at best given only token

aid to the Negro and, at worst, agtually aided

the racists,

"The Civil Rights Movement must now take
up arms for its own protection --= so that it
can continue to exist and struggle,

"Here at firsthand an account of the Deacons
Movement by Mark Klein who is speaking on 'Armed
Self Defense -~ The Next Stage in the Negro Struggle,’®

"Mpr, Klein, a Cornell senior, participated
in the Civil Rights Movement in Texas and has met
and talked with Charles Sims, a major leader of
the Deacons Movement who has given Klein permission
to publicize the Deacons and to raise money for them,”

co AL 1)
Exe%ﬁéeé=??6m—éﬁtvma%ic‘
STy e g 2 e M Ao

ENCLOSURE

b6
b7C




CONFERENTIAL

DEACONS OF DLFENSE AND JUSTICE

The throw-away then goas on to advertise this
meeting To be held at 8:1l5% p.m. on September 28, 1965,
at Ives Hall on the Cornell campus and states that
"the formation of a committee at Cornell to aid .the Deacons
will be discussed.”

The September 29, 1965, issue of the Cornell Daily
Sun, a daily student newspaper published at Cornell University,
TtRaca, New York, contained an account [of the above meeting.
This account states that KLEIN, who wag #he speaker, received
permission from Deacon leader, CHARLESMSIMS, in Bogalusa, __
Louisiana, to raise money for the org: During his.

U, izations
~“speech, KLEIN stated that the Deacons of Defense and Justice
are not an armed rebellion, not a terrorist revenge group,
not a group dedicated to violence for violence's sake, but
an organization to protect the home and family of the Southern
Negr.. He pointed out that between 1890 and 1930 there were
over 3,000 documented Negro lynchings in the South and concluded
tha- the situation has not greatly changed,

He claimed that the Congress on Racial Equality (CORE)
found out that their field workerz were safer when the Deacons
were around and that they then took the hypocritical attitude
of “protected nonviolence,"

KLEIN stated that guns are not a solution to the
problem of the Negro, but merely a protection under which
to work, He said that local police, State justice and Federal
help are all ineffective in protecting the Negro, claiming
that sheriffs have beers with Klan members and that the FBI
"takes notes and pictures while you get beat up.” He said
that the Deacons act as a deterrent to violence since "white
racists are not willing to trade their superior lives for
Negroes' inferior ones."

KLEIN claimed that in the Southern states, there
is no law for the Negro or the civil rights worker and that
to continue nonviolence there is to invite more violence.,

KLEIN indicated that he was trylng to start a new

group on campus to aid the Deacons and to bring a Deacon
speaker up to Cornell,




. . ‘Nﬁm m |

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

On August 8, 1965, while in Austin, Texas, KLEIN
described ""thé Deacons’as an armed Negro self-defense group,"

Jgn September 20, 1965, SA TEi]supplied a copy of( &) -(U)
an undated letter signed by MARK KLEIN, Chairman of the
Committee to Aid the Deacons, which reads as follows:

"I am sorry for taking so long to answer you,
We have been very busy organizing for our committee,

"Enclosed are copies of New York Times articles
on the Deacons, plus our own mimeographed ieaflet,
We are not ourselves Deacons, but merely their
supporters, and we are organizationally separate
from them,

"The purpose of our committee is three~fold:
1) Create favorable publicity for the Deacons--
this is necessary because the Deacons have met
hostility from the national press, the FBI, the
Louisiana state government, and perhaps very soon,
the House Un-American Activities Committeesg 2)
Raise money for the Deacons--money is needed to
buy weapons and ammunition, and to pay for legal
expenses; 3) Help spread the Deacons, through
publicity, to areas where they are needed,

"0f course, we urge other people in other
cities who support the Deacons to form committees
like ours, and if you desire, we can help you get
started with some literature, though our supply is
very limited, (We would appreciate it if you can
find own means to print up literature,)

"Thank you for writing,
"Sincerely,
"/s/ MARK KLEIN
/t/ MARK KLEIN, Chairman,

Committee to Aid the Deacons

@ 3 -




co TIAL (1)

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

“Po So If you do decide to form a committee

like ou¥s, we hope you will .et us know so that we
may notify the Deacons and get final permission,

We may also be able to give you some organizational
advice, ™

At this time, KLEIN listed the address of the
Committee to Aid the Deacons as P, 0, Box 7933, University
Station, Austin, Tewxas. _The addressee of the above letter

was not known by@ﬁ. T_-:l:j §< )

On October 13, 1965, Mr, W, A, COWAN, JR.,
Assistant Agent in Charge, Intelligence Section, Texas
Department of Public Safety, Austin, Texas, advised he talked
to MARK KLEIN and DOUGLAS HAINLINE at Huntsville, Texas,
she.tly after a meeting which was held in the Community Center,
112 Angelina Street, Austin, Texas, Mr, COWAN stated that
HATNLINE and KLEIN had indicated that there was not sufficient
interest in the above organizaticn in Austin and that it would
¥die on the vine.,"

Mr, COWAN pointed out that both HAINLINE and KLEIN
have left Austin and there is no leadership for the organization,
Deacons of Defense and Justice, in Austin,

£§h October 1%, 1965, SA T.2 informeé:lhe had receivqgggé
no information indicating that the above organization is active

in Austin,

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.,




UN*&D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J”STIGE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

” San Antonio, Texas
In Roply. Please Refor to

Fila No. November 28, 1965
Title DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
Character
Reference San Antonio memorandum dated

and captlonéd as: aboveo

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities

are concealed in referenced communication have furn;shed reliable
information in the past,

This document contlns neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI, It is the property of the' FBI and is loaned to

your agencys it and its contents are not to be distpributed
outside your agency.,




”/ FD-3% (Rev. 5-22-64)
a o |

HECLASSTFTCATION BUTHORITY DERTVEL FRLM -

E’BI ﬁUTm‘TI; DECIASSIFILATION UILE b6
ATE DB-:2B-2018 By : EBI 12/6/65 b7C :
' Dates; |l
CONEBERTIAL m |
\ Transmit the following in i n :
AIRTEL (Type inplaintgrigrgde} g T E R ED |
|
Via - { - .
(Priority) I '
N I __Q\\
] TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
! CLASS. & EXT, ' 7 .
,7 PEASOL - PCA Y SIS 472 ¥
| FROM: SAC, NEVARK DATE OF REYIEY ; ' :
i s
+ THE DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
RM

Newark File 157~1922
Bureau File 457~ cha/

SOHN BROVN COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE
is- C

Newark File 100-483717

Bureau File 100~

D G0 T B0 Qe Sy S M e Sk CUS AP (S S S S GO W WD S e WD B U WD ST SV Ba W G BN WS TS G e ke RO St B SRS P Yer Gt A

Re Pittsburgh airteéel to Bureau, dated 11/15/65, é&i 1)

On 12/3/65,' was contacted by SA JAMES R.
LAUGHLIN concerning referenced airtel, Informaat advised b7D
he has no contact with any member of captioned organization,
He will be alert to seizeany opportunity to join any
group from the New Vork area going to Harpers Ferry, Yest ‘
V.irginia y On 12/11/65. igj

oraetYY 7 - vmp IN [/ 0 ——%f(%/ 7/

LT“

For the information of the pittsburgh Office, this

' informant has not been active in captioned organizations,

He has furnished information on activity involving communist

matters in the Newark Division. He does not kuow. how to

get in touch with JUANITA (1Last Mame Unknown) who sold him

a ticket to The Deacons Of Defenge party held in September of
1965 in New York City, New York.Eﬁ<Z

K

~ TG
17 6-Bureau o REC 51 /4 ?“"‘f”/(/fﬁ*
"1 T4 - Pittshurgh (157-429) (< -

5~ 100~
5 (ewal popu ) s DEC 7 1965 %@ .

%\, i
- N  , ‘ WS b7D
{1 : ﬁ} -

TR e ' Ay b7E

Approved

Newark will maintain contact wz.th Uq i b7D

¥
Special Agent in Charge
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[ FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) - -
3 (X . .

‘ "p ®

Transmit the following in

FBI

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

. g
. 3‘ o

£

;%st 4/§/r

ORIGINAL FILED IN

m AIRTEL 12/10/65
| ’ (Priority)
e e L___lL__;i._L*_:)-__.
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-441968) ) %ﬂ” ,;nf
FROM: SAC, WFO (157-425) (P) 0 ”)‘, el
R
ASSOCIATED COMMUNITY TEAMS (ACT) o !
Is - C >
O 2>emyﬁﬁ /2%,M/¢/E “’.%WD vﬁ& L
Reairtel from Phlladelphla, 12/6/65 Also reWFOalrtel
and LHM captioned '"ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER, RACIAL.
MATTERS", dated 11/18/65, with no .copies for Baltimore and
. New Haven
e
& |
; L-5-Bureau £
% (1- 157-3022) (OBP)
(1- ) (DFDJ)
3-Baltimore (RM) (100-23349)
(1- 157- - ) (OBP)
4-Chicago (RM) (157-303)
(1- 157-678) (OBP)
(1- ) (ERNEST THOMAS :
2-New Haven (RM) (100-18253) ALLlﬁiFﬂﬂf?ﬁTlﬂ?i C:?} A!NED
6-WFO HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .
(1- 157-583) (OBP) DATE 2222~ BY gﬁé%éié%{/ b7C
(1-1 D . : b7D
| (1- 157-237) (LIAISON SOURCES)
| (1- 157-433) (POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE)
‘ (1- 157-448) (RACIAL RIOTS)
(Copy count continued on page 2)
IJIK/dan
33 :
) S5 T Y e~
AIRTEL HOT RECOUDED
198 DEC 15 1965 o
o —LA253H posy
'ULL}J_‘ 2("[}“"5’ AR wacy )
Approved: : Sent M Per

Special ‘Agent in Charge

|

]

-




e N

| WFO 157-425

(Continued copvy count)

5-New Orleans (RM)

(1- ) (OBP)
(1- ) (DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE)
(1- ) (ERNEST THOMAS)

3-New York (RM) (100-152916)
(1- 157-1469) (OBP)

5-Philadelphia (RM) (100-47502)
(1- 157-1508) (OBP) .

(1- ) (STANLEY BRANCHE) b6
(1- (WILLIAM DAVIS) : b7C
on 12/10/65, | A

| | (protect identity, has furnished reliable
information in the past) stated as follows:

He has no information that STANLEY BRANCHE, Chester,
Pennsylvania, plans to lead a new civil rights organization.
BRANCHE indicated recently that he hoped to call a meeting
of the leaders of ACT, Organization For Black Power (OBR),

Deacons For Defense and Justice (DFDJ) and others (not named)

on a future date (not named) to discuss future plans of ,
activity.[:::::] does not expect such meeting will take *b7D
place until 1966, and he plans to attend when it is held.

WILLIAM DAVIS, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, still
hopes to plan a “"fund raising'" rally in Washington, »7p
D. C. for the benefit of the Deacons For Defense and Justice.
This has to be approved by ERNEST THOMAS, currently in Chicago.
THOMAS is Regional Vice President, DFDJ, and is to appear at the
rally. The rally will not be held in 1965, but awaits plans ~ *
for 1966. :




WFO 157-425

[:::::] stated that he knows of no plans for amf

b7D
future demonstrations by ACT in Washington, D. C. He had no
information regarding future plans by ACT, OBP, and DFDJ
elsevhere.

Liaison will be maintained with[ | b7D
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Optional Form No. 10
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
MEMORANDUM

TO " Director, FBI DATE: 12/1/65
FROMf.’QbQ“\\\%"DSAC,9 Savannah

SUBJECT: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
RM B

BUFILE NO: . 157-2466
SAVANNAH FILE NO: 157-731
COLUMBIA FILE NO: /@ﬁ7~‘/$L;/’

Due to the opening of the Columbia Office, the
following action is being taken in captioned matter:

A, LOCATION OF FILE

1o ( ) Entire file transferred to Columbia herewith,

2. ( ) File transferred to Columbia except one copy
following serials retained at Savannah:

3, () File retained at Savannah but one copy of
following serials transferred to Columbia:
see pg. 2
B, OFFICE OF ORIGINZ C. STATUS
( ) Savannah ( x ) PENPING
( ) Columbia ( ) RUC to Columbia
( x) New Orleans ( ) Closed to Columbia
157 -2
SkEmoRm  WEPRENREN  NRCE Poad
o NOT RECORDED
~J._=~Bureau (RM) - 8 DEC 1 1965
1 - New Orleans (RM) fy

I columbig (mn. AL INFORMATION CONTAINED™ mﬁ %
has e HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Q:\}{ {
A DATE 2 j.2-  BY_Sp/ /-




e

SV 157-731

e o s

* o * °

WodoauiddwWwNH

|
o
.

11.

Svmemo of Supv. JACK M. BYRD, 6/11/65
SVmemo of SAC JAMES T. NEAGLE, 7/21/65
CEtel to Bureau, 7/14/65

Newspaper clippiyg, "Wall Street Journal", 7/12/65
Buairtel to SV, 7/19/65

NOairtel to Bureau, 8/4/65

SVmemo of SA EDWARD H. GOODERHAM, 8/12/65
MOrep of SA MAURICE A. KELLIHER, 8/17/65
FD 209, 8/29/65

FD 209, 8/29/65

SVlet to Bureau, 9/15/65




DECILASSIFTOATION BUTHCRITY DERTVEI FROM: » ’ 1
Frl AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIHE b6

OPTIONAL FORM'NO. 10 DATE fB-25-2018 BY :| b7C

MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR)101-11.6

UNITED STATES GO@ENMENT

Memorandum

ROuTING UREEEGIOR, FBI (157-2466) M?ﬁm: 12/14/65 -
ERROR LEITER S S g ]

FROM : SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3290)

SUBJECT: CgEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., aka
RM

Re Bulet to Savannah, 11/26/65.W‘m

information concerning the Deacons of Defense and Justice b7D <i \
at Bogalusa, advised that he has no information concerning

the "Saints of St. George in South Carolina"™. Source stated
that he would remain alert for any such information of the
' group being forgxed and immediately advise this office if such

4 « (PROB) , who is in a position to furnish \ ;‘
4

3

Y

takes place.

-
| N2

CLASS. & X7, BY 3P/ sed )M 2350

REASON - PN 11, 1-2.4. o0
DATE OF RN /- rd-§ =

T P v £ f(ﬁl I C;
- B &R rec.ig 2 /-2Ykk I
@— Bureau , Euy;ﬂ i -
- s LD
2 - %ﬁﬁg?ﬁ %@ DEC 161965
2 - New Orleans _ . -

MAK :mnw v a s
(8) ' . ( d N X
‘WA k

7 Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108-01



ECLASSIFICATION AUTHDORITY DERIVED FROM . ,
FEI AUTOMATIC nmmswmmmw GUIDE b6
e

DATE DB-28-2018
_
Date: /A ~"/0-63

FBI

b7C

N CONPATNED

AT,
Transmit the following in __—M—m}- = B0 AN
Type in plain tex: 5 code) I J-J "TCLASSIP'[
EX s WHER HO’WN

Via _ AIRTEL oz !
(Priority or Method of iling) i
e e e e z,J ________ R
1
} TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) CILASS. & EXT. y
‘}\) (1 57~ )REASON - I %‘L ; 7;23’5?
| " DATE OF REy: 9. - :
FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (157-572) R o K7
(157—840) X
@, . )
SUBJECT: DEACONS OF DEFENSE A
KND JUSTICE, INC RPQBQ_;_I:_ED \\f‘\
J
(ORGANIZATION) |
! I
EARNEST THOMAS ' ‘
RM 7-d% b AN
' LA WETE g/,.s-'wf \
&).&7.-/ v LR, \j\
‘Re Ch:.cagq airtel to Bu:;eau dated 11/%2/65. ~—
i . Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of
a letterhead memorandum .and for New' Orleans three
copies, concernlng captioned matter. b7D
i)

FILID IN

[ (protect -

~pey
e e

ST AT
T 2
S AS DR S

Higaniyes

b7D

S

g:’".

A EE ’reques.t_ed). i R_EG 9

>‘l =, - ’ P -“‘ ~ ; 3 4
i E gﬁ’« 4 [ Current Informant Contacts ) - 1} *""J {;i/ f:,-(/‘ «"}l
f 53] £ A% ,,’; "’; ‘ e’ for’ Lo 4
? 3 EQS‘ E; So_%rce ’ ST_logate ,Contecte\ch m

q A i I 12/8/65 ”

4)- Bureau (Enc. 9) '2li) 18 DEC 131865

3 - New Orleans (157-3290) (Enc. 3) (.

(1 - 157- ) (EARNEST THOMAS) N
AT Anmvclﬁg

ihcorpwated’)% s

!

pprove
Specml Agent 1n Charge

o bt
006
28
[ %3
- b &
v
s
w3
“ﬂ
-
E{f
. E
s r‘ﬂ Bl

‘ © (Deacdin§-of Dyfénse and Justice,
3 (1 - 157- ) (EARNEST THOMAS)
,@'@ A 3 - Chicago SR
, (1 - 157-413) EOR
LGR/mJt Y et
(1
it =4 L]
G 0 L”b 155965W%\ C Ll :
A Seoved: Sent , M  Per .




-

CG 157-572
CG 157~840 4me?

Source Date Contacted

I | 12/8/65

I i@otential confidential \@

acial Sourege

~ One copy of this letterhead emorandum is being
designated for Region I, 113th INTC Group; United States Secret
Service, and the United States Attorney, Chicago, Illimois.

LEADS

1 Iac

NEW ORLEANS

AT .NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. Will furnish Chicago
photograph of EARNEST THOMAS and any information received
concerning the current whereabouts of THOMAS and any indica-
tion that a chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice,
Ipcprporated, may be organized in Chicago.

CHICAGO
AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, Will be alert for anmy informa-

tion concerning the -opening of a Chicago Chapter of the
Deacons of DefengSe and Justice, Incorporated, and the Bureau
.and New Orleans will be kept fully informed of, developments
in this matter. : ‘ ’ '

b7D




ECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: \
JFBI AUTCMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE : b6
DATE DB-23-2018 sv: [ 1] . - pIC

>

‘ UN’ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF’JSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In: Reply, Please Refer to
File No. Chicago, Illinois EXBﬁEﬁ%EﬁﬁIE@XU?
December /0 1965 =

7

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED
RACIAL MATTERS

(ORGAN IZATION)

EARNEST THOMAS
RACIAL MATTERS

Reference is made to memorandum dated November 12,
| 1965, at Chicago, Illinois.

On the dates indicated the following advised that
no information has been developed which would indicate that
a chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated
(DDJ) has been formed in Chicago. They also advised that
there has been no .indication that Earnest Thomas, who is
associated with the DDJ, is presently in Chicago.

//

| [ b7D
Chicago, November 16, 1965.

|, Chicago, December 7, 1965.

I, December 8, 1965

”féz/i L”G T-1, December 8, 1962:7I§<j

Confidential informants who are acquainted with
certain racial matters in the Chicago, Illinois area advised
during December, 1965, that no information has been received

jL TT 'r TV e f, An
) } fafait]
HERE™N . °“tF§%§PEQ
EXCE™™ e
Yo O CLASSY v SP pd (]} 7;2,?—55/ . PigHony
S N . REASON - M 11, 1-27 4.2 HERWIS
&’\t} & . DATE OF W [2-r0 % L )
PN } (O '
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b -

CONFIBENTIAL

that would indicate that a chapter of the DDJ has been formed
in Chicago. They advised that Earnest Thomas has not been

in Chicago for the past few weeks but is expected ‘to return
to Chicago sometime .in the futuﬁe

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).
It is the property of the FBI and is-loaned to your agency:
it' and its conténts are not to be distributed outside your
agency. '




JUEL Lassll (CATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRCM.
2RI BUTURATIC DECLASSIFICATION GULIE

. b6
DATE DB-25-2018 S aaa—— . b7cC
‘.‘ T R N » * ’

- O *
-

UN’ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF,USTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

Chicago, Illinois C -~

December /g , 1965 L 7]

Title < DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

~ EARNEST THOMAS
Character  RACIAL MATTERS

(ORGANIZATION)
Reference is made to memorandum dated

and captioned -as above.

‘All sources (except any listed below) whoge identities
are concealed in referenced communlcatlon have furnished reliable
1nformat10n in the past.

¢

[§§ Tiéjis an agency which collegts intelligencezgxii@Uﬁ
information in “the Chicago, Illinois area.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed ‘
outside your agency. !

=
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: ‘ / v 2Tr. Tolson
FD-36 ‘(Rev. 5-22-64) - \/“ L \\ . | o 1 ;‘ dc; —
‘ | : » ’ ‘ Alp. MMolir.

) : | \ o LTir. Caspele——
1\ - - - Tres Gallahano
: o iy, Convad. ...

' ' FBI iy, Felb o

Date: . 12/27/65

Transmit the following in _ :
- : (Type in plamtexl or code)

AILTEL A R MAIL

e T

. (Priority)

fECTO:, FBI (157-2466)

SAC, SEATTLE (157-507) (RUC)

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, ING.
BACTAL MATTES (OHGANIZATION) ;.
EARNEST THOMAS

RACIAL MATTER

fe Chicago airtel to Bureau 11/2/65 Lew Orlea
aeattle 11/°/65 (10).

letter to

2o WieK o
.

Cala.

!

neferencea commun1cat10ns pertain to a newspaper

article appearing in the '"Chicago Defender'", Chicago, Illinois,
which indicates that 2 northern branch of the Deacons of Defense
and Justice is in Seattle, Washington. Law en;orcement
~agencies and racial sources in Seattle, Waohlnoton have been
unable to furnish any information concerning the ex;stence of

this organization in the Seattle area, and these sources nave
heer requested to notify this office immediately in the event
any information concerning it comes to their attention. No
mention of the Deacons of Defence and Justice has been made
vy local news media in this area. It is noted that the state-
‘ment - that a branch of this organlvatlon exists in Jeattle, .
Washington, was made by the vice president of the organization,
z"PRNEST THCOMAS, while he was 1n Chlcago

'
S —

In the event Chlcano or New Orleaus- receive. gnv
other 1aform1t10n concerning the’ alle”eo existence of a branch
in Jeattle‘ thls o*flce should be 1nmed;ate1v notlfled

3~ Bureau REC- 91 /57 ;za/éf-
9 - Chicago (157 579) o :
2 - New Orleans (157~ 3290)

/CBM

(13‘; Seattle _ S 18 DEC 30 1965 )5

‘Liimsw ' ' . d“ ._.‘,,‘*! N

© ™ L oo SONTAINED . {/f‘f |
" IR UCLASSFED :

W

Sent _

Approved Jﬂ% e “i

Special: Agent in Charge

G -
,‘2_.

a
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF' lNVESTlGATlON

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE - -, ¢% ’ lNVESTlGA‘I’IVE Pt-:moo

FETRIDAY, ILQUISIANA

| WEVW ORLEANS NEW ORLEANS 12/30/65 11/9/65-12/23/65

- TITLE ©F CASE REPORT MAD ,_,; NS .y f k D B)
L $A' DONALD 3. uc GORTY o va

' DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, |GHARAGTER oFeaw —

RM

5

BYNOP3IS:

SUMMARY REPORT
\/ REFERENCE ¢

/, Report of SA DONALD J. MC GORTY at New Orleans dated
/ 10/14/65, ' o ‘ ) :
/ - P -
/  LEADS:
NEW ORLEANS DIVISION
N AT FERRIDAY, LOUISIANA
e Will maintain contact with 1ndiv1udﬁéls in the
v\ DPopcons for Defense and Justice in order to. be aware of their
¢ activities. ALL INFORMATION C r1%"“\!NED
ADMINISTRATIVE : HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
‘ ' DATEZ 22.57  BY. Qa/w//k
APPROVED ( Kﬂ/ 7 ey . Do NOT WRITE 1N SPACES aa@gw :
COFIES MAE: D ' - 9\ T
' Bureau (1857-2466) (RM) L. ( £ / REQ
- Secret Service, New Orleans (Rw}j’ ) Q ~/L ‘. D REe' "6 :
1 - ONI, New Orleans (RM% . f"’"""-—--n.g ’ E{'
1 - ICG, New Orleans (RM 2 ZQ
1 - 08I, Barksdale AFB (RM):: . 8 AN 4 L
2 - New Orleans (157-3624) LI I ,/iﬂ N (R
o " f yu‘”" VL
' R aw
KGENCYT ACST, ONT, OETSEC, STN; —TTT e
“T I, CRD, m aRS T 1 @{' L
DATE FORTT e - A 4__(%_.., , Sl e
l HOW FORW ! oo e - S TR
_ Bem: oIS B

- n -' I F ) © 2
""*Y éP‘ FB! -»-fm tis raport is Joaned to you by W@ %0 be d-stnbuted oumdnthé agency to whnch loangd




NO 157-5624/bab

An extra copy of this report 1s furnlshed to the ,
Bureau for dissemination to Secret- Serv1ce Washington D, C.,
in view of the fact that the subject falls within Category,
5(c) of the Agreement Between the FBI and Secret’ Servzce :
concerning Presidential protection,

A copy of this report is being furnlshed to
ICG, ONI and Secret Service, New Orleans, as well as OSI,
Barksdale Air Force Base, Loulslana, in view of thelr
interest in Klan matters, ;-

- B% o
(covm PAGE)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

e New Orleans, Louisiana WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
In Reply, Please Refer to December 30, 1965
File No.
Director
United States Secret Service Re: Deacons for Defense and
Department of the Treasury . Justice, Ferriday, Louisiana

Washington, D. C. 20220
Dear Sir:

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro-
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

1. [ Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee,
including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the
U. S., because of his official status.

2. [ Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other
than legal means.

3. []Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member
of other group or organization inimical to U. S.

4. [ U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or
Chinese Communist blocs and return.

5. [XJ Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following
criteria:

(a) [ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and
employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior:

(b) [J Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment;

(c) Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements
indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order
and government.

6. [ Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making.

Photograph [] has been furnished [ ] enclosed [ is not available
(1 may be available through

Very truly yours,

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)
U. S. Secret Service

Enclosure(s) {Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)
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Repert e SA DONALD J MC GORTY omm NEW ORLEANS

Dacs

File Numbes: 157~5624 Buflle'= 157-2466

Titde:

Charceten RACIAL MATTER

Synopsls:

DETAYLS ¢

This decumen? eoxtalns nolibior recommendations noy concluslons of amy kind, B b’a %@ m@eﬁv 99’ 950 F@% @ad Ia ) !ou io yaw agenwp

OSI, Barksdale Air Force Base,»
ONI, New Orleans (RM).. :
106G, New Orleans (RM)

= e
§ 8 1 1

12/30/65

" DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE i

FERRIDAY, LOUISIANA S

ALL lNFORM/—\T!O“! CQ’\!TAINED
HEREIN'IS UNCLATSI f'l':D
DATE_’Z_,ZMBY 5/9

Local unit of Deacons at Ferriday, Louisxana
has present membership of 23 members: "Thcréase -
in membership and activities due to recent ‘acts”
of violence committed against Negrces at Ferriday,
Louisiana. Activities inglude weekly meetings !
and an all night patrol of the Negro section.
Each deacdn has at least one weapon and the
unit has three semi-automafic—Carbines and two

- walkie-talkiés which are used for patrolxng,'

WP-

On November 9, 1965, VICTOR GRAHAH advlsed that the
Deacons for Defense and Justlce at. Ferrlday, ‘Louisiana . ‘Has
still not gotten off the ground. He stated that over the: ~—~
past weekend the Vice President of the. Ferrlday‘Freedbm o
Movement, MARY WHATLEY BDYD, made several. phone cialls to. him -
in an effort to get his deacons to go to- the Arcade @heater 3
at Ferriday, Louisiana in order to afford protectxon for. the
people who were picketing there, He stated that he. had to - .
tell MARY WHATLEY BOYD that he was unable: to g0’ to" the movie-
house inasmuch as the Deacons were completely:disorganized
and their membershlp was nill, R ,

GRAHAM stated th%%’éifly on’ November 9 1965 he
was visited by a FNUR?ACKSON who' works ina: barber'shcp
in Natchez, Mississippi, He stated that JACKSON is ome’. .. ;L)
of the off;ggxswln_xhe-Na$chezﬁﬂhii fox; the - Deacons for /C?
Defense and_Justice. 'JACKSON stated. that heﬁwould attempt

e e G e W ARRE ] — mMRA 4‘

It end/or its contents.arn.>24 2o be distributed outside voir af
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NO 157-5624/bab

to assist GRAHAM in fully organizing the Deacon: chapter
at Ferriday, Louisiana and in this respect would make a
return trip on Thurlsday November 11 1965,

GRAHAM stated that he did not know whether or .
not tis organizatlopal drive and membership drive put
on by JACKSON of Natchez, Mississippi would assist in
organizing the chapter at Ferriday, Louisiana. He
stated that he has #tried everything he knows of ‘to get
people interested in the unit, however, he could not get .
the unlt off the ground.

GRAHAYM further stated he knew nothing about
machine guns which are allegedly in the possession Qf
the Deacons of Defense and Justice at Bogalusa, and -
Jonesboro, Louisiana. He stated that if he did come:
across information as to their origin, descriptive. data &

and serial numbers he would furnish thls information

to the FBI.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 7

1 . Date 12/20/6!; f-

. v T ' R e . -«/\ o
smmi?( DAVIS, JR., ILX,| % b7c'
Louisiana, furnished the follow1ng infermatxon. R
wOulS 1al;

DAVIS advised that he is not a member of the
Deacons for Defense and Justice at Ferriday, Loulslana,
however, he knows all the ‘members and they often come.to
him for advige and counciling, He stated that he has been

dsked to join this organlzatlon many times but feels

that he should not b01n because he is trying to keep .

both factions, the ‘Deacons and the Klan apart so that,

the level headed people in town, both white and Negroe:

can solve the racial problem without violence, DAYIS
stated that the local Unit of the Deacons never really

did get started until there were acts of violence committed
against Negroes almost weekly. He stated that after about
the second or third incident where in a Negro's house was
fired at or.a bomb was thrown at it, the Deacons really
started to recruit members.

DAVIS stated he knows for a fact that the local .
unit has three semi-automatic carbines and two walkie-talkies
and that each individual member of the Deacons .has at
least one gun, ei ther a shotgun, rifle or pistol, He
stated that he has heard that they had been talking -
about going to either Bogalusa, Louisiana, or Jonesboro,
Louisiana to secure automatic weapons for their patroling
duties. DAVIS stated that the local Deagens have a
weekly meeting held at different places each week and ' .
that their activities include an all night patrol of the h
Negro area, 7 nights a week. In addition to thege. . .
activities they also distribute literature which they AT
have gotten from Jonesboro, louisiana, which he believes u*\:,
is nothing more than recruiting literature for- the Deacons R
for Defense and Justice. - N .

DAVIS made available the follqwing llst ef present
members of Deacons for Defense and Justice of Ferrlday,
Louisiana, all are local resldents.

v I o
On__12/23/65 , Ferriday, Louisiana A'”pﬁeg .ﬁd‘i5?€5§24:
by - SA DONALD J. MC GORTY /bab_ pae dwtated 7. 12/38/65

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It isthe property of the FBI and is loaned to : e
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. < : . g .

o
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NO 157-5624/bab , R S N Rt
? lﬁlz:lLﬁﬁifii_ﬁ,fi4§1,}f -14:"7"."\ﬁff"'f-ifz;”3 o

AR

LEO@&%KAHAM —\a local barber ’

/ N
32§”7\ VICTOR \GRAHAM = who works at the Concordla Parlsh
f B

N 3 hospital
ul\ \\‘ HERMAN%BROWN - employment unknown /Y)l ; };1{/
, sh
LEVADQ”BROWN - painting contractor T
\);cg,Diry;xtﬁ3" R?CHARQ>f%0MPSON - a construction workef-ffv‘ )%fz(,fg ‘

”lﬁ.‘_‘_———"“"

EUEL/@HITE - carpenter S helper .séﬁ{ tilf,,,
i FRAN FLEMING - carpenter s helper Crl oAk
31 JAME§(%LEMING = carpenteg s helper
FRED/@%@WN - pﬁinting contracto%f ‘ s
~

SHINE CALHOUN - employment unknown

, STAFF@RBf/EnvzuE - who is employed at the Concordia
oo Parish Hospital- ,

/F}L‘" ) Ve FN J@ﬁES - local Negro funeral dlrector

/////) ANThONY/ﬁC CRANEY = who operates a serv&ce station'

SI&OE’@MITH - electrican

N FNU DUNCAN - truck driver
LIONEL HOOPER ~ laborer R
" VERNON-SMITH -~ presently unemployed formerly f}f .
JY\& , a sergeant in the Unlted States Army '

(AN
N \“\ ANTEONT WHITE - local min&ster

JOEDAVIS - employment unkncwn K

' JEFFERY-SCOTT - who is the agrﬁz




NO 157-5624/bab
3

ony

MACK MOORE - who is a teacher ﬁt the logal Negro
high school

JOHNNY LIOYD -~ teacher at the 1pqa1 Negro high
school,

DAVIS further advised that the following above A
mentioned individuals are the officers of the local -
Deacons for Defense and Justice Unit at Eerriday,;

Louisiana:
President STAFFORD REDVINE R
Vice President RICHARD THOMPSON ‘
Secretary LEO GRAHAM - -
Treasurer FNU JONES
1
1




'FBI WASH DC

e

FBI NEW ORLS

a:24 Pl CST 12-23-65 URGENT RER ) INFORMATION 1 CON TA[NED |
T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-6-33) P[REHQlSlY“CLF \11 ;hfi:‘,

FROMS$  NEW ORLI.US ¢173-2017 DATEW
. RACIAL SITUATION, BOGALUSA, LOUIS* \NA, RACIAL MATTER. é’%’“’

REFERENCE
E NEW OR LLANS AIRTEL TO BUREAU, DEC. TWENTY TWO LAST.

POLICE DEPARTMENT % ,,.

CLAXTON KNIGHT, CHIEF, BOGALUSA # ADVISED THIS“DATE ' }
THAT CHARLES SINMS, PRESIDENT CF THE E.CONS FOR DEFE?SE AND

JUSTICE AND MEMBER OF BOGALUSA VOTﬁRS LEAGUE, SUBMITTED
A PARADE PERMIT TO THE CHIEF, THIS PARADL WOULD BE -SPONSORED
~ BY THE BOGALUSA VOTERS LEAGUE SChEDULED FOR DECEMBER TWENTY
FOUR, NEXT AT TVWO THIRTY PM. THE CHIE{PADVISED THE PARADE
WfLL BEGIN AT THE NEGRO LABOR TEMPLE LND PROCEED TO THE CITY
HALL AND JAIL AND RETURN TO THE NEGRO LABOR TEMPLE.
CHIEF KNIGHT ADVISED HE IS NOT GO;NC TO PERMIT THE
MARCHERS TO P4RADE ON COLUMBIA STREET DUE TO THE CHRISTMAS TRAFFIC
AND CRQOUWD UHLCH WOULD MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE
POLICE TO CLEAR lRAFFIC FOR THE MARCH OMN THE MAIN stEE?-agﬁn

: e DEC 28 1985
BOG&LUSA ON CHRISTMAS EVE, THE CHIEF ADVISED THE MARCHERS

osent et

' —
WOULD BE AFFORDED MAXIMUM POLICE PROTECTION. ]
“END | T N AL
' ¢mL;ﬂ\mNL“wag Y e /1 - ¥ \
| 2 ot / /”
WA o JMRY o \LU o
. L/ :' . \_él‘}'\' / _
FEI WASH DC éé ri/%t /57— 24667 — .
e A RS | " ROT RECORDED
TUP ' . 965
_ . 2 DEC 291

o L LA 1966

lo

ST € -

~ ORIGINAL FLLED [
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

UNITED STATES GCERRNMENT . \,

Memorantum

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) DATE:  1/7/66

wWFROM : SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-118L4) (ff)

from the Czechoslovakian Firearms Manufacturer to the Deacons
of Defense and Justice. !gj -
i 1
DOYLE advised that the details of this transaction ‘ﬁj 3
may take several months to obtain. ! i
{
In view of the Bureau's interest in this matter, i
Los Angeles will maintain close contact with ATTU for information t
concerning this matter.
Los Angeles is placiﬁg this case in a pending in- {
active status, to be opened again in 60 days.
7% ,L’”' }/(7/“
L
Dbt T MM ; |
7 REC-6. . |
AL N
1} X
L’ 3 -
@ii/ﬂ? - Bureau (RM} JAN 10 1966 $
(< 2 - New Orleans (157-3290) (RM) N :
1 - Dallas (Info) (RM) 1y “
1 -~Los Angeles "ﬁd?
4 -
Tg5/ekm AL INFORMATION CONTAINED s ey
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED s i

%SUBJECt é.DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND,
JUSTICE

00: NEW ORLEANS

. Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau dated 10/25/65,
with enclosed letterhead memorandums.

On 12/20/65, RAY DOYLE, Agent, Alcohol and Tobacco
Tax Unit, (ATTU), United States Treasury Department, Los
Angeles, advised that he has received no further information
from the ATTU source concerning the shipment of machine guns

! 5o o \ —= J AL
lfBATE 7 x,z.,wBYJ/@/ocaxf/a./J fﬁ"f ,gr

*

1;';,;'@\1_1




;;\I?Ie‘;ig??ATES Gt !a “MENT Q
Memorandum

. £
0 %—;,Mgg{ »54g, _ JACKSON (Your file_I87-3465 ) DATE:

S e g

ost in file and

.- ¢
RS bl\zf : Dlrector, FBI (Buﬁle and Serial ___197~2466

' Room No. lesror 01
SUBJECT DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE only)
RACTAL MATTERS
ALLINFORMA W;O M CONTAINED

H Vit
HEREITISTID! f ~erigp
[1 1. Bufiles indicate this case is delinquent. Give sp%m;ezmufﬁaémy S/ / ,@‘O/A/

¥ _Reurlet 10/26/65,

O airtel ] letterhead memo O submitted
1 2. DATE [] report é
/X letter ] 90-day progress letter X will be submitted
Reporting employee

[ 8. If valid reason exists for not submitting report at this tlme, state reason specifically and

when report will be submitted w99
7, ne e
[x] 4. Status of ] Appeal [ Inquiry {\\" [')E{] Inves’r;lg’ﬁglb‘ﬁ'“EB ~-'-E]'-‘!Egk%gaeu‘bmn
[ airtel [7 letterhead memo o SERILIZED FILED
[0 5. Submit [] report o PDEC2 G 1 \
[ letter [1 90-day progress letter by } FBl—JACKSOHN . "/,
\
(Place reply hereon and return to Bureau. Note receipt and ackiowle/ifgme’g Rn=cise file.)

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1965 O - 7 \-652




ECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: — |
T AUTOMATIC DECLASSTIFICATION GUIDE ~ . b6

ATE 08-29-2018 4 ' VR . b7C

V' Bpe2e8 (Rev at0) o . . ‘ ‘é\ . é
B 4" ; ] R
- . _:U

- AL () ) .
FEDERAL BURWWVEST:GAT!ON

REPORTING dFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN . DATE ) INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
NEW ORLEANS | NEW ORLEANS |  1/.066 .| 8/10/65-12/21/65 _
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY / TYPED BY
@ |-SA_MAURICE A. KELLIHER " | cay
EACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, CHARACTER OF CASE
INC., aka.
Deacons for Defense and
;i Justice, Inc,. RM |
5 Jud) ' ,
55 e { )y
a . @;’Z/
REFERENCE:
;J' ? New Orleans report of SA MAURICE A. KELLIHER 8/17/65. X}
N ALL INFOPZATION CONTAINED i
SR HERFIN IS/DYCLASSIFIED EXCEPT _ P -
A ~ WHERE $AOWN OTHERWISE.
LEADS: )

CHICAGO DIVISION

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

~ W111 maintain contact with sources and 1nformants
in order to determine if EARNEST THOMAS .organizes a Chapter

of the Deacons in that city. A
. YWM@
M 11,

/Ofé

CLASS. &

NEW_YORK DIVISION DATE OF B

APPROVED W f RO ASENT - DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES set._ow ‘
COPIES MADE: %{ % ‘ é . 1 u{—‘
' L
| ﬂmmmu (157-2466). (RM) /57/ 2 ; /0, ‘ =

T UAN 13 1966 Repl
4~NEW ORLEANS (157 3290) t

t . F ot ,
NI ‘t- f"p m‘}'%oxkc " R A ‘ngk
£ ER . ': | )

E _COVER PAGE B FOR OT

.MOPIES "é M @?7(12 =
/

D|SSEMINATION RECORD OF ATTACHED REPORT NOTATIONS

. 7

11 /
AGENGY AGCGENCH s A GRS L ﬁb(‘_ QNS '/—)-’TD( )$@“c‘/$/
REQUESY RECD, KRR ¥/<\ R’D m_'_Q&Q (w*b\_)

> LI
DATE FWD } . /ﬁATET{?T\tL;- Z 1 ] 1ol ly,!g @ LAV
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RN 5 1N e L o iy 9 o G Bt 5 T R o

« UsS, GOVERNNINY PRINVING GFFICE 18~-78224~1
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NO 157-3290/cay/med M m

COPIES CONTINUED:

Birmingham (157-1446) (RM)
Boston (157-387) (RM) . '
Charlotte (157-~882) (RM)
Chicago (157-572) (RM)
Columbia (BM)

Detrecit (RM)

Houston (RM)

Jackson (RM)

Mobile (157-1017) (RM)

New York (157-1542) (RM)
Savannah (157-731) (RM) .
ICG, New Orleans (RM)

Secret Service, New Orleans (RM)

bt fd ok DN o b ok et ot [N e et et

¢ 0 B ¢ B 8 B 8 B OB B B

~

LEADS CONTINUED:
AT NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK

Will, through informants and sources, be alert
to any information concerning the Deacons attempting to
establish Chapters in that area.

NEW ORLEANS DIVISION

AT BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA

Will maintain contact with informants and sources
in order to be aware of the activities of the Deacons in
Washington Parish, Louisiana.

AT HOMER, LOUISIANA

Will maintain contact with leaders of the DDJ -
in that area.

- B -
(COVER PAGE)
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CONEIBENTIAL

AT JONESBORO; LOUISIANA

NO 157-3290/cay/med

Will maintain contact with officers of the DDJ
in order to be aware of pertinent activity on the part
of the DDJ. ‘

INFORMANTS : \

IDENTITY OF SQURCE LOCATION OF INFORMATION

NO T=1 is

NO T=2 is

NO T=3 is

| NO T4 is| 1
m-5G- | ile fi
] : [(by request) Mobile file 157-1017

NO T=5 is b3
b7D

NO T=6 is (Former) b7E

NO T-7 is]| ., 7a
[ [{(by request) 100-17230

NO T-8 is b
[ New York File 157-1542

1NO T-9 is | |

NO T-10 is | |

NO T-1l is | |

NO T-12 is San Francisco File 157-573

- C =
(COVER PAGE)
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NO 157-3290/cay/med

ADMINISTRATIVE

Copies of this report are being furnished to
listed offices for information purposes, inasmuch as there
is a possibility that investigation will be requested by
these offices,

Copies are being furnished to ICG, New Orleans,
and Secret Service, New Orleans and Alcohol and Tobacco
Teax Unit, New Orleans, is being advised by separate
communication covering the machine guns gllegedly in
possession of the Deacons, ’

This report is being marked seeredt-in view of
the fact information received from New York
informant should mot be digseminated unless under seered
caption imn order that the informant is not disclosed, which
disclosure might impair his future uSqulnegﬁo%%§ZU)

ama
(COVER PAGE)
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ECLASSTEICATION AUTHORITY DERTVED FROat:
1 AL IR AsE I AT o U b6
2TE DE-28-2018 - . b7C

XD=204 ERev. 3-8-50) ' . )
| UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

CONEIDENTIAL

Copy to: 1-112TH INTELLIGENCE CORPS GROUP, NEW ORLEANS (RM)
1-SECRET SERVICE, NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA (RM)

Report of; SA MAURICE A, KELLIHER  Office NEW ORLEANS

Date: ' JANUARY (0, 1966

Field Office File No:  * 157-3290 Busau File No: 157 _o46¢

il DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC. \’

Character: RACIAL MATTERS

Synopsis: Chapters of DDJ located at Jonesborii/éggalusa,
Homer, and New Orleans, Louisiana. nformation

developed that Chapters may be organized in other
areas of Louisiana and Mississippi.” Bogalusa DDJ
g maintains bank account under nafie Courtesy Club
| ,at Washington Bagfik, Bogalusa nd informant advised
i this Chapter, in/poor financial condition during
j October, 1965 Some financial data concerning DDJ
| set forth.V Ne information developed that/ Deacons
“ : are in possession of automatic weapons, put members
|
!
{

do have access to ¥ifles and hand guns.\ Informant

advise¢ Negro grofip in Bogalusa on 11/11/65, dis~-

cusss?yéossibl‘A iolence in order to obtain their )é&,‘,¢

goalN EARNESTATHOMAS, JonesborosDeacon official, :
i in contact with' leaders, of RAM #nd Organization for

Black Power groups in Petroits/ CHARLESYBIMS, Presi- LA

dent of Bogalusa DDJ, fin_contact wit artacists

group in New Orleans,”/ 28 well as making speeches
sponsored by subversive groups im New York City, and
Buffalo, New York. HEW$USTAN9 DDJ, addressed , ;. !
Socialists Workers Party group in Cleveland on il 0
11/23/65‘,}?@, m TS
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| DETAILS: T gt
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-INOTHERWISE,
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! This document contalns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 1t and
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Characterizations of Revolutionary Action
Movement (RAM), Spartacists, Socialists Workers Party,

and the Workers World are attached hereto in the Appendlx
Section of this report.
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ORGANIZATION |

p

The Articles of Incorporation of the Deacons of
Defense and Justice (DDJ) as on file with the Secretary of
State, for the State of Louisiana, reflects that the Deacons
of Defense and Justice, Inc. is a Louisiana corporation
domiciled at Jonesboro, Louisiana. The location and busi-
ness office address of its registered office shall be Amos
Service Station {(rear), Beach Spring Road, Drawer B,
Jonesboro, Louisiana.

PURPOSES

"This corporation is organized for the following
purposes and to carry on the following purposes: To instruct,
train, teach and educate Citizens of the United States and
especidlly minority groups in the fundamental principals of
the republican form of government and.our democratic way of
life; to instruct, teach, train and educate said persons in
the provisions of the constitution and laws of the United
State_ and the State of Louisiana, as well as the constitu-
tion and laws of any other State wherein this corporation

may operate; to instruct, teach, train and educate said per-

sons in the use, value and purpose of the ballot and the
right to vote; to instruct, teach, train and educate said
persons as to the duties and respons1billt1es of good citi-~

.zenship relatlve‘avthe obligation and duties of the citizen

to the community and the obligation and duties of the com-
munity to the citizen: To:further instruct, teach, train
and educate said persons in the value of economic security
and in the effective use of their spending power; to inspire
in said persons a sense of respon51b111ty and to develop
leadership. This corporation has for its further purpose,
and is dedicated to, the defense of the civil rights, prop-
erty rights and personal rights of said people and will
defend said rights by any and all honorable and legal means
to the end that justice may be obtained. This corporation
may establish chapters and conduct its business at any place
in this State and elsewhere as permitted by law.

COMEDENTAE
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CHAPTERS
1. Jonesboro, Louisiana
2. Bogalusa, Louisiana

3. Ho@er, Louisiana

!On August 10, 1965,.NO T-1 advised/that he under 5%
stood tha

egroes in Plaquemine, Monroe, and Ferriday,
Louisiana, had requested a581stance 1n forming DDJ Chapters.
- ~.

On August 20, 1965, Detectlve WILLIAM NOLAN
Intelligence Division, New Orleans Police Départment,
advised that they had recelved information-that the DDJ
hga“st%gted a rleans. area and that
AUBREY WOODS,| [ was the co-ordinator
of this movement in the New ‘Orleans area. .

; E

On August 24, 1965 1nformaeian was received from
NO T-2 that a group of Negroes An Jacksoﬁ\\M1ssx331pp1, had
made arrangements for representat1ves of the Deacons of
Defense and Justice to come to Jackson, Mississippi, in
order to. discuss the formatlon of a chapter in. that city §é<2

On September 9, 1965, information’was received
from Doctor JACQUE;IME%?ACKSON Department/ of Sociology,
Howard U University, Weshlngton, D...C., that in a conversation
with Professor BENZIONAWARDY of the Pollﬁlcal Science Depart-
ment, Tuskegee Insti ute} Tuskegee, _Ala bama, the Deacons of
Defense and Justice, Inc. was discussed; and Professor WARDY
informed her that he had attended a mee, ing concerning this
organization, which was held at Tuskegee on or about
August 15, 1965. Doctor JACKSON adviséd that Professor
WARDY informed her that he had attended this meeting, but
did not discuss the organization with her, nor admit actual

membership in such an organization.

et o

. {On September 1, 1965, NO T- 2 adv1sed_ﬁh t he had
received information that one Flrst Name Unke;yn%%ACKSON a
(Negro barber, was the head of the DDJ ih the atchez,
. Mississippi, area. JAQKSON is alleged to have stated that

P B, (1)

bé
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there are twentyfive Deacons in the Tallulah, Louisiana,

area; twentyfive men in the Vicksburg, Mississippi, area;

and seventyfive Deacons with headquarters at St. Francisville,
Louisiana. -2*stated that JACKSON reported that they had
one hundred Negroes ready for @ny trouble in the Natchez

area, but the informant was unable to determine if JACKSON
made reference to-:gne hundred DDJ members, or merely one
hundred local Negroes, which possibly included a few DDJ
members{ﬁki,iu3

On October 9, 1965, NO T-8 adv1sg§]that membars€%<2€U3
of the DDJ: from Bogalusa, Louisiana,” area had gone to
Columbia, Mississippi., to establish a DDJ chapter in that
area;igndL§”4 advised/that individuals from Holmes County diij
Mississippi, as well . as individuals from Columbia,
Mississippi, made inquiries concerning the establlshment
of Deacon Chapters.

On November 5, 1965, NO T-1 advised that he had \
received information that the New Orleans DDJ under AUBREY

- WOODS was scheduled to move into Plaquemines Parish during

the week of November 5, 1965, and attempt to organize a DDJ
Chapter in Boothville, Louisiana. )mg

MEMBERS

[on August 10, 1965, NO T-1 advised Jthat the followingff)
individuals were m mbers of the Bogalusa Chapter of the DDJ:

. \-
S CHARLES/SIMS, President

ROYANABURRIS, Vice President ,
A;fiL“ JOSEEH%WHITE, former secretary .
ANDREW /SMITH -
i -
LUEEVARNADO
. MILTON;JOHNSON
CONFHERTIALL (1
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ELMERYBARNER d
4
/ SAM\BARNES
!:f?Lf‘i BILDACRAWFORD
MIZELLRBUTLER
0. JANELSON, also known as Candy
* — = h -
On August 20, 1965, OBIE BROWN, | , . bs
[ 1, a self-admitted member of the DDJ, advised that © b7C
the following individuals were members of the Bogalusa
Chapter:
LEMUEL*BROWN
, OTHA“PETERS
- ‘\
l:fi/ THE@QQEf-NEWMAN
; CHARLES  WEARY
JOSHUAQFUNDY;fVarnado, Louisiana
. - b6
HAROLD RAY«MINGO, Varnado, Louisiana b7C
A Ein August 12, 1965, NO T-1 advised khat ALBERT Cﬁ§iwuy
\\jg’DAVIS,I ] Louisiana, treasurer and acting

\Tsecretarv of the DDJ, and BERIRANQ{WYRE | |
were members. g ’ T

B
“Gézhugust 26, 1965, NO T-1 advised that at a rifle
practice held by the DDJs on August 21; 1965, the following
individuals were in attendance:

( .

ROQERTf RYCE

-

‘ ™~
J 4!~ | Le C.TMC GEE

GEORGE WEST,}SK IPPER
REECE JPERK INS 1?<?4m

6

.




L

Y —to the Deacons, and

NO 157-3290/cay KxﬁiEﬂgggiiﬁE:%U?

FINANCES

¥

[on August 12, 1965, No T-1 advisedfthat the [ (I
present monetary payment to join the DDJ was $10 00, with a
$2.00 monthly dues payment.

On August 20, 1965, AE}E\BROWN

Louisiana, adv1sed that He was paying $3.00 a
month dues as a result o his membership in the DDJ; and he
further stated that GAYLEJENKINS of Bogalusa maintains the
financial records for the DDJ. ) 4.

PR A o
[én September 2, 1965, NO T- g advisgé]that he haqséz
received information which indicated that at a meeting set

up to formulate plans -for the Deacons, it was reported that
there was to be a $10.00 individual initiation fee-and a

bé
b7C

i)

- monthly dues of $2.00. A $100.00 membership fee was indicated

for a Unit to affiliate with the State Organization, and this
$100.00 membership fee was to be used principally for the
purchase of radio and other communications equipment.

gép September 24, 1965, NO T-3 advisgé]fhat the
money of e DDJs is held under the name of - thé Courtesy
Club at the Washington Bank in Bogalusa, Louisiana.

ééé T~3 advis%é]that, in his opinion, Ag/2$§g0UNG
who is commected with tThe civil rights movement 4n Bogalusa
is out to "milk" the civil rights activities in that area;
and he further believed that CHARLES SIMS would not be above

siphoning off some of the money obtained ostensibly for the
Deacons for his own personal use.

/bﬁ wm@’\@m west coai celebrity, allegedly gave $15,000.00
tion of this money. ~H€ had ascertained that $5,000.00 had
been given to the Bogalusa Votéers League. (BVL) ; $5,000,00
used for the expenses of the organization headed by LOMAX,
concerning the Bogalusa movement, and $5,000.00 used_as_bond
money for people involved in civil rights arrests. 2;-3 @gﬁﬂﬁ
stated that it was his understanding that $500.00 ha eén '

& m

g ' ' &g
NO T-3 reported that it was his understanding tha
T~3 attempted to track down the dlstribu-}?Qﬂuﬁ
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used for bond money for HENRY AUSTAN and MILTON JOHNSON, who

had beén arrested following the shooting of ALTON D. CROWE

in Bogalusa, Louisiana, during the summer. [ T-3 stated he<§%z¢m
also understood that $7,500.00 had been received from vari-

ous sources in connection with the BVL and the Deacon organlzatlon
in Bogalusa, which money had been used for expenses. ’

(l;é;; October 9, 1965, NO T-3 advisedJthat it was his (&/T)]
understanding that there had been a meeting of the Bogalusa

and Jonesboro Chapters of the DDJ and the Bogalusa Chapter,

as of October 9, 1965, was no longer contributing ten per cent

of their dues to the Jonesboro, headquarters; and they were

only furnishing ten per cent of the initiation fee. [T-3

advised |that he um#isrstood that CHARLES SIMS, Presidént of the(®/ (T
Bogalusa Chapter of the DDJ had obtained approximately

$1,900.00 during a trip to the west coast, at which time he

made an appearance in connection with the DDJ movement.

er 26, 1965,-NO/'T-3 advised)that CHARLESCE/[) |
SIMS and ROBERTTHICKS, member of ‘the DDJ, had recently been

in New _Y¥oxk in an effort to raise mone for the Degacons, but

very little money had been collected. T—3 stated [that it,was@%&ﬂu
his understanding that the current plans of the Deacons in
Bogalusa were to contact those individuals throughout the

"U. S. who have been active in fund raising for the Deacons

to obtain as much money as possible for the Bogalusa Chapter

in order to continue their activities in that community.

On October 1, 1965, NO T-1 advised that CHARLES

SiMS had stated that the DDJS are bankrupt, even though he
and HENRY AUSTAN had received money to travel throughout the
country. According to T-1, SIMS stated the money had been
contributed to New Orleans flood victims in the name of the
Deacons, but that the money had been obtained from the BVL;
and at the present time there was a slight inme?nal strlfe
going on between the BVL and the DDJSX%&Qim

On October 23, 1965, NO T-1. advised that at a
meeting held on October 21, 1965, at the ILA Hall in New
Orleans, which was attended by CHARLES SIMS, Bogalusa,
EARNEST THOMAS, Jonesboro, and AUBREY WOOD, New Orleans,
leaders of the DDJs, as well as members of the Sparticists
Club, HENRY AUSTAN spoke, and as a result aroused theé?é?ﬁﬁ
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enthusiasm of the mémbers present so that they went out
to the Negro community at New Orleans soliciting funds ,
and according to NO T-1 collected & considerable amount

of money for the fight of the BVL and the DDJ in BOgalusa.G§§2§m

NO T-1 stated that he does not know how much of
this money actually arrived in Bogalusa, as he stated
there have been fund drives in the past where considerable
amounts have been raised and only a small amount actually
turned in to the BVL and the Bogalusa Chapter of the DDJ.
T-1 stated that hé feels that SIMS and AUSTAN keep a good
portion of the money as traveling funds as they have been
doing for the past several months.Cﬁ()mﬁ

NO T-1 stated that HENRY -AUSTAN was scheduled to
go to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on October 23, 1965, to
solicit funds in the Negro churches on Sunday morning for
the Bogalusa group (1)

WEAPONS

On August 10, 1965, NO T-1 advised that he does
not believe that the Bogalusa DDJ possesses any machine
guns, M-14 rifles, or grenades. He advised that CHARLES-
SIMS, President of the Bogalusa DDJs, had purchased military
surplus arms at Rolan’s on South Rampart Street, New Orleans,
These purchases are believed to be 30.06 rifles and side arms,
and the only other equipment presently known to be possessed
by the Bogalusa Deacons are walkie-talkies. f§<j

On August 21, 1965, NO T-1 advised that it was his
understanding that a shipment consisting of three 30.06
rifles, three M-1 carbines, two 4.10 shotguns, and two over
and under shotguns are to be delivered to a member of the
DDJs at Bogalusa. He further advised that the Bogalusa
Deacons are scheduled to have target practice on August 21,
1965, at a location approximately 1} miles morth of Bogalusa
on the Varnado Road. [ Sif

-

COMEBENTIRD
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heard that

On October 6, 1965, NO T-1 advised that he had
AUBREY WOODS, New Orleans member of the DDJ,

supposedly had purchased a case of weapons for the Bogalusa

Deacons, b
equipment.

Alcohol Ta

-

On October 19, 1965, a representative of the
x and Tobacco Unit, U. S. Treasury, at Los Angeles, , ..

é;ﬂfe had no further informatlon concerning this -

Callfornla, advised that he had recelved information .which indi—

cated Ftha

t the Deacons at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, allegedly

received on . July 19, 1965, 420 machlne guns that had been

manufactur

ed in Czechoslovakia

On October 20, 1965, NO T-1 advised that he had

not received any information from individuals whom he had

contacted-

which would indicate that the Deacons presently

had any automatic weapons in the State of Louisiana. He
stated that he had heard that AUBREY. WOODS, President of the
DDJ in New Orleans, stated that the Possibility exists that

automatic

weapons could be obtained from California, which

weapons were not further described by WOODS; and these would
be sent to NewVOrleans{yxngT

POSSIBLE VIOLENCE

On November 11, 1965, NO T-1 advised that a meeting

had been held at the res1denée“of ROQFR HICKS, Vice Presi- .

.dent of the BVL, at which time member

CHARLES SI
“TOWNSEND,
“other memb

thhe possib
block of C

Y

of HICKS' family,
HAMILTON and JOHNNY /Q
uality (CORE), and

)
At this meeting, a discussion Was held concerning

ility of bombing or burning stores in the 400
olumbia Street, Bogalusa, Louisiana, which is the

MS, President of the DDJ, JO
members of Congress of Racial.
ers of the BVL were present.

main shopping center. ROBERT HICKS, at this meeting, said

he was in
people in

favor of attempting to.set up a group of local
Bogalusa to perform this violence; however, that ié

this could not be done, there was a possibility or bringing

07 110
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people- in from Chicago and Detroit with an "I don't care"
attitute, who would know how to set up plans and to
execute the destruction of stores on Columbia Street}%(]am

NO T-1 advised that he was advised that this plan
to destroy stores on Columbia Street was favored after HICKS
had realized what could be done if they could knock power
out in the Bogalusa area similar to the way it had been cut
off in ;he Northeast in the immediate past. HICKS said
that it would be necessary to have someone with experience
along these lines in order to knock out the power; and this
is wherée out-of-town people would be brought it. i)

On November 10, 1965, NO T-1 advised that HICKS
had mentioned tentative plans concerning the destruction
on Columbia Street to a meeting of Negro adults at the
Ebenezer Church on November 9, 1965. This plan was con-
siderably toned down from what was discussed at the
previous meeting at HICKS' residence; and, it was the
belief of the people present that this plan would not
materialize. T-| advised however that there was concern .
over this fact, since it was believed there are some’
individuals in the Negro community in Bogalusa who might
hear of this plan and believe that they could make use of
this plan, as individuals, or with a small group, and make.
an attempt at burning or destroying a store on Columbia
Street o&)w) -

)

ASSOCIATION WITH SUBVERSIVE GROUPS

~$advised on September 8, 1965, that MAXWELL l
TANFORD HAYNES and JOHNXANDERSON of. the Revolutionary—
Action Movement (RAM) on_Afigust 31, 1965, had met with //
EARNEST THOMAS of the BDJ atlJonesbggg¢dLouisiana These
individuals, according to T-§discussed bringing the Deacons
and the RAMs along with the Organization for Bla¢k Power
together. STANFORD told THOMAS that if he would agree to
bring the Deacons into the groups, meaning. RAM and Black
Power, THOMAS would have the support of these groups @{ )

»

L4
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During_t discussion, STANFORD allegedly told
THOMAS that JESSI QBAY, the leader of the Organization.
for Black Power, 1s supposedly going to obtain $30,000.00
and THOMAS could obtain $10,000.00 of this money. STANFORD
did not say when or how GRAY was to obtain this money{?@?im

At this meeting, STANFORD allegedly told THOMAS. that
it would be beneficial for him to attend a forthcoming Black
Power meeting being planned in Detroit, Michigan, over the
Labor Day week end and that if he were present, he, THOMAS,
could become acquainted with some of those people involved
in 'their cause. STANFORD told THOMAS, according to the
informant, that he, THOMAS, could put pressure on militant
groups in the South and that he, STANFORD, would do the same
thing in the North. STANFORD indicated to THOMAS that he
wanted unity between the groups and was of the belief that
they could assist one another. STANFORD indicated that
pressure could be applled to polltlclans, policemen, and
anyone else where the situation called for such. STANFORD

'stated if harm did come to any of their members that they

would retaliate and pressure would be put on people respon-
sible for this harm. )

During this discussion, STANFORD advised THOMAS
he would be furnished money for his expenses in making this
trip to Detroit; and in a brief talk concerning SIMS from
Bogalusa, who supposedly has a group of the Deacons, there

and SIMS,

T appears ai bj a division or misunderstanding between THOMAS

During this discussion, between THOMAS and
STANFORD, THOMAS indicated that he had a training camp
someplace in Mississippi and that RAM members and Black
Power members could be sent there for guerrilla-type
trainingoiixgigﬁ

THOMAS indicated he needed carbinesfor the Deacons
and STANFORD said he possibly could obtain such weapons for
him. STANFORD indicated a need for hand ghns; . and THOMAS
said, according to the informant, that he p0551b1y could
obtain some for their use,Q}§2gm

C0 T
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ﬁ)n September 7, 1965, NO T-6' adv1s<égthat a{}{ i}
meeting w held in Detr01t Michlgan, over e Labor Day

week end -under the sponsorshlp of the Organization for
Black Power; and, at this meeting, there were represen-
, tatives of the RAM According to the informant, GEORGE
MERRITT and EARNEST THOMAS, members of the DDJ from
‘‘Jonésboro, Lou151ana, were in attendance.

According to the informant, THOMAS spoke at one
of the sessions of this conference, at which time, he
pointed out the tremendous need for such groups as the

. Deacons, with which he is aff111ated 4s well as the need

for protectlon for the many civil rlghts type groups and
Negroes in the South. During his talk, THOMAS indicated
that the Deacons have a two-way radio hooked up and that
they have a supply of weapons available for their use,
THOMAS advised that he was not at liberty to divulge the
membership of the organization, the details of their
organization, or the amount of weapons available, or the
source from which these weapons were obtained. -

[(;)% September 3, 1965, NO T-7 advisegj\:hat CHARLES %*@?}5
SIMS, President of the Deacons at Bogalusa, Louisiana, had
received a letter from Spartacists in New Orleans; and

SIMS at that time stated that he did not want anything at

all to do with any Communist or Communist-type organization.
Informant stated that SIMS was afraid that the people in
Spartacists would try to take over the Deacons if SIMS

allowed them the use of the ' name of the Deacons in their
activities.

g:b ther adviseﬁfkhgg SIMS had beeﬂ\ U
" approache AINLINE and MARKxKLEIN, who appeared
at SIMS! re81dence 1n Bogalusa agg requested permission
of SIMS to solicit money for the eg;ons in Texas. At
this time, the name Sparticists was entioned. ' T-7 stated SIHS»
had been introduced to KLEIN,by DOTTIE NCE, whom SIMS llj i :
believed to be one of the persons acutally setting up an T

office for the Spartac1sts in New Orleans.
- ¢
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igg October 27, 1965, NO T-8 advised]that CHARLESZ%Q}W
SIMS Pre ent of the DDJ Bogalusa, Louisiana, spoke at

a fund raising affair for the Deacons at the Unitarian Church
Hall, Clinton and Filmore Streets,. §taten:Island, New York,

on October 23, 1965. SIMS spoke about the background of the
DDJs and the purposes for the organization.

The "Workers World,'" Volume 7, Number 20, page 3,
dated October 14, 1965, containing an art1c1e captloned
"President Of Deacons For Defense To Speak In New York, "
reflected that it was announced by Rlcghﬁng SEUR, a frlendx
of the Deacons from the newly opened office\of the Friends
of the DDJ (FDDJ), 271 West 125th, Room 209, New York, New
York, that CHARLES SIMS, founder of the DDJ and ROBERT ’
HICKS Vice President of the BVL will speak in New York on
October 23, and October 25, 1965. , .

The meeting on October 23, 1965 Wlll be at 8:30 PM
in the Unitarian Hall, Clinton and Fllmore Streets, West
Brighton, Staten Island .New Yorxrk. "

On October 25, 1965, a rally will be held at 8:00 PM
in Emanuel Church, 37 West 119th Street, New York City.

"The Worker,” Volume XXX, Number 80, page 2, dated
October 24, 1965, contalned an artlcle_captloned WDeacons’
President To Speak In New York," which set forth substantially
the same information as that contained.in the "Workers World."
- "The Worker' is a!§§$$ coast Communist newspaper.

On October 29, 1965, NO T-9 advised that CHARLES
SIMS, President of the Bogalusa, Louisiana, Chapter of the
DDJ, spoke at a meeting of the Buffalo Labor Forum, which
was held at the Buffalo Branch Workers World headquarters,
831 Main Street, Buffalo, New York. According to the:infor-
mant, SIMS spoke concerning the background of the Deacons
and pointed out that the organization is not interested in
international politics, but is only interested in civil

rights. @%q’U

14
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l_g_n November 23, 1965, No T-l0 advise/d]that an @4~~§U3
open forum sponsored by the Socialist Workers Party was f1
held at Eugene V. Debs Hall, Room 25, 5927 Edfclid Avenue,*
Cleveland, Ohio. At the conclusion of the meeting, HENRY
AUSTAN of Bogalusa, Louisiana, spoke and advised that he
was in Cleveland to organize a local "Deacons For Defense"
Committee. According to the informant, AUSTAN stated that
he is not a nor-violent pacifist, but rather he believes
in violence on the part of the Negro in order to protect
himself, even to the extent of armed violence.

15
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MISCELLANEOUS

[§n August 23, 1965, NO T-1} adviseéjtnat ROBERT(?%?im
HICKS, President of the Voters League in Bogalusa and
a charter member of the Deacons for Defense and Justice
(DDJ) , and CHARLES SIMS, member of the DDJ in Bogalusa,
spoke at a dinner held in Detroit, which dinner  was held
for the Deacons of Bogalusa, Louisiana, and sponsored
by Group on Advanced Leadership. During this meeting
HICKS and SIMS talked about the experiences and background
of the civil rights struggle in Louisiana and told how
the Deacons came into being. At this meeting a collection
was taken up for the Deacons and $509.00 was turned over
to ROBERT HICKS.

The "Chicago Daily News," a Chicago, Illinois,
newspaper, issue of October 15, 1965 carried an article
captioned "Militent Negroes Here Fdérming Armed Unit to
Fight the Klan." This article went on to relate that
EARNEST THOMAS, .a Deacons Vice President and full-time
paid national organizer, indicated that the Deacons
were organizing a Chicago chapter. '

On October 25, 1965, Sergeant SAM NOLAN, Human
Relations Sectiom, Chicago Police Department,..advised
that no information had been developed by that Department
which would indicsgte thdat a chapter of the DDJ had been
formed in Chicago’, Sergeant NOLAN advised that THOMAS
had reportedly attempted-to-interest various groups and
individuals in Chicago in forming a Chicago chapter but
had no success in these attempts.
On October 13, 1965, RONALD BEDFORD was contacted
by Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the
vicinity of his residence\on| | . b6
[ | of Boston, Massachusetts. ' Concerning the b7C
"rriends of the Deacons,' BEDFORD stated there were only
actually four members in the Boston group and he advised
that a number of people have attended various meetings
held by the Deacons but none have evidenced enocugh interest
to join or return to subsequent meetings. BEDFORD stated
that the group meets at the Boston Action Group Office,
384 Bluehill, The purpose of this group is to raise money




NO 157-3290:med

to assist the Deacons of Bogalusa. BEDFORD stated that
it was desired that only Negroes should be admitted to

membership, but there is a white group of approximately
sixteen persons who are sympathetic to the "Deacons.'

jon July 26, 1965, NO T- /2 advised that EARNESTDE) (I
THOMAS, Vice Pr651dent and Chief Organizer¥ of the DDJ,
spoke at a reception eyg on July 24, 1965 in Berkeley,
California, at a meeting gponsored by the Berkeley Chapter
of the Congress of Racial Equality. NO T-13 advised that
THOMAS said he was in the area to raise funds and that
the current aim of the Deacons was to bring full=time
membership into their organizationot§<?ﬂﬂ

17




APPENDIX

. CONEIBENTIAL (m)

REVOLUTJONARY COMMITTEE OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

A source advised on September 9, 1964, that the
Revolutionary Committee of the Fourth International (RCFI)
was also known as the Spartacist Committee and the Sparta- ;
cist Group. This source described the' RCFI as being com-
posed of former members of the Socialist Workers Party (swp)
who had split from the SWP and who were led by. . James . Robertson.
This source stated that this political unit has its main cen-
ter in New York City, where it publishes "Spartacist'" on a very
irregular basis, but their formal meetings are held at least
once a week. .

A second source advised on March 4, 1964, that Farrell
Dobbs, National Secretary of the SWP, sent a letter to all SWP
branches in PFebruary, 1964, in which he advised that the expel-
led leader of a minority faction of the SWP, James Robertson,
announced on February 10, 1964, that his faction would publicly
criticize the SWP and had followed this with a public organ
called ™Spartacist" in which they attacked the SWP.

The July-August, 1964, issue of "Spartacist,"™ in its
masthead describes this publication as follows: *... published -’
bi-monthly by supporters of the Revolutionary Tendency expelled
from the Socialist Workers Party.'" This masthead sets forth
that the editor of the publication is James Robertson, and its
main address is Post Office Box 1377, General Post Office, New
York, New York. ‘

The SWP has been designated pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,

APPENDIX

C TR
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APPENDIIX

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY -
NEW YORK LOCAL

A source stated on August 25, 1960, that the New

York Local (NYL) of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) was

founded during 1938 in New York City.

A second confidential source stated on April 8,
1964, that the NYL was affiliated with and followed the
aims and purposes of the National SWP,

The SWP has been designated pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,

21
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‘New Orleans, Louisiana
' January [2, 1966
Title .. DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
T AP INC, _
Charactér ~ ° RACIAL MATTERS
Reference Report of SA MAURICE A, KELLIHER .

dated January /@ 1966, at New °
Orleans, Louisiana e

All sources ~(exéept any listed below) whose .iélénti_fiiés
are concealed in feferenced communication have furnished reliable
information in t_he_past° :

This document contains neither recommendations nor con-

clusions of the FBI. It .is the property of the FBI and

is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to
be distributed outside your agency.
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DELCLASSIFTIATTION BUTHORTTY ITRHTVEI] FROBE

' Memorandum

F2] AUTCMATI [EC  ASSIFT ATIEH CHILE b6
LaTeE Ue-23-2111 ¢ B b7C
% ;, DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) W Dare:  1/11/66
FROM  :1}
" SAC, JACKSON (157-3465) (P)
‘ AT TIFORMATION CONTAINED
SUBJECT: HEREIN } UNCLASSIFIED
@DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND EXCT%D'” Y;.,-‘E SHOWN
_JUSTICE, INC., aka; U7
RM \} \\j &r‘,'\\
00: New Orleans CLASS. & BT, B - - 52

REASON - FCIM 11V 1-2.7%7.
DATE OF REVIEW /- /. 5%

Re Jackson letter to Bureau, 16)26/65'and Jackson
letter to San Francisco, 12/13/65, no cc Bureau,

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of an LHM
with two copies for New Orleans and one copy for San Francisco,
One copy each is being forwarded to INTC, OSI, ONI, and
Secret Service, Jackson,

5 5 E Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol (MHSP) and the
“ Jackson Police Department, Jackson, Mississippi, have been
advised of results in the LHM, 5, b7D
W 7\

The first source mentioned in the LHM is
the second source is and the third source is | |
(PROTECT), The sources were contacted by SA JAMES O,
INGRAM, @Em :

JAMES JACKSON,
was interviewed by SA CIARENCE G, PROSPERE,

Miss,,

An information cepy is being submitted to San
Francisco in view of he%é?interest in this matter,
CQ_ AEU‘ZI . ;
2-Bureau (157-2466) (Eack 8) (RM) 5 7.6 . / b
2-New Orleans (157-329Q) (Enc. 2) (RM) __ I
1=San Francisco (Enc/¥1) a
4=Jackson (157-3465) [(1

(14 | 134G

b7E
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LEADS :

NEW_ORLEANS : Al

At Bogalusa, Louisiana

Will, through sources, continue to advise the
Jackson Division of any Deacons reportedly traveling to
Mississippi for meetings or attempting to form chapters
in Mississippi,

JACKSON

At Jackson, Mississippi

Will maintain contact with sources to obtain
background concerning organization of Deacons of Defense
and Justice, If chapters in Mississippi organized, will -
attempt to determine leadership, strength of members,
activities, as well as arms acquired,

Will attempt to determine potentiality for violence
or any outside influence on members or chapters if formed,

D (N
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P DEACGNS o DEFE‘NSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED
. RACIALMATTERS

G,

: : @n N@wember l@mw1965 Detective Sergeamt Philip »
‘“La Bruzza Daly City, ‘California Police Department, advised
¥ Speclal Agent of the FBL that -he had been informed that
;on the previous day. an’ individu@l represemtimg the Deacons
. c F@r Defense and Justice appeared as a speaker at the College’
r - iof San Mateo, San: M‘ate@9 Californis. At the time of the

Wspeaker 8 ‘appearance, a’ handbill ‘was_ passed ‘out to those
‘in attendance indicating the @rganizati@m is located at
{319 North Pine Street, ‘Natchez,. Mississippi.” A copy of
C ' the handbill Was made availabl& amﬂ it is set f@rth as
gf@l&@wssﬁg‘ﬁ" : e

ND OFFIomg-

“31@=N@rth Pim@ Stree‘

1-'—‘ ; 3' T

"@ct@berrm 1@55 .

.....

ADVTERD
SLTP,
DAIE

~AND FT

""“:Jc@ WHOM I"JI MAY @m@mmo

’”Bewaus of r@cemt vi@lemce in Nat@he@ and Adams County,
, ‘ft became necessary for the Negr@ citizens to organize
i@ chapter: of Deacons. f@r D@femse of Justice., The purpose
. ‘of this orgaui@ati@m is to protect ‘the lives and property
of the regro cltizens from hooded night riders, and members
iof such. @?gani?@ﬁi@ma ‘a6 -the Ku Klukx Klan, whose objective
i to deprive Ehg. QeEFoOE ‘his divil eights . by. vi@lemce,
imtimid@tiuns E@mbing amd @ther vi@Lé@ts acts.

TR T TN TVIAY; T TR &
7 i b ¥

"We are in need @f fundg ﬁ@ pmwehas@ smch it@ms a8 walkie
A H&Lki@s Radio Equipment, Uniform Equipment and Cars that
Loe : HI@’T&&i@ eqULpp@d to p@tr@l the n@gr@ meigh%orh@@d

r . ﬁ . S &E

CLASS. & EXD BY:S;D i) 722, .:71 [Dg
REASON - FCIM : ' / ‘5’7"" ;2— é é o
DATE OF REVIEW ,

' » ENCLOSUREW

gom e a e oy
y \
‘, h W

'1 Natchezg Eﬁssissippi )

L e el

T

N T

fod

TEIIETTT




L T

IR ST (e e

 DBACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSYICE, INGORPORATLED

."' .v_ ‘ "/:f - ‘I.

)

¥

Any contribution that you give will be greatly appreciated.

Make all checks, money orders payable to the Natchez
Sportemen Club. The name ”Sp@rtsmen Club® is used in order
t@ @btaim a Mississippi state eharter,

o ”Y@urs truly,

ﬁ:”NATCHEZ CHAPTER OF DEACONS FOR
| -DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

“U@@MES JA@KS@N PRESIDENT”

Serg@amt La BruZZ@ Stat@d that based on informa-

ti@m he had received, no mention was maede of purchase of

gung in the leaflet h@w@ver, during the course of the
spedker's . appearmm@@ he indi@at@d that any ‘donations
received would be used am@ng other thimgs for the- purcha@@
@f fireaxms for. @@Ifcd@f@ns@o a-;j

: S@rg@amt 1La. Bfuzzo stat@d th@t the leaflet
e@mtaim@d a telephone nunber [::::::] which was to be
é@lled f@r fur@h@r i@formsti@no :

@m N@venb@r 1@ 196@ Mko William J. Walsh,
ﬁ@@n of Men and @@=@rdin&ﬁ@r of Student Activities, College
of San Mateo, advised a Special Agent of the FBI that on
the previous day an individual had appeared as & speaker
on the campus from captioned organization. He stated that
the appearance had been eleared by the college, hOW@v@rg»
b k@@w murhiﬂg of the d@t@il@ of th@ talk

M, Eri@ @@ttm@@s COQ@Lui@@t@f of @ﬁrricmlumg Cof
Eveming College, and Faculty Chairman, F@cultycﬁtm&@mt '

Civil Rights @q@mﬁt@@@, College of San Mateo, adyised on -
- Kovember 10, 1965 that on the previouws day Thomas&tokes ,
ha L

o % e iy

repf@semtimg é 'Deacons for Defense and Justice 1
wppear@d a8 a §j Z@k@r on - the campm@a Gattman stated that
Stokes' appearance was unsponsored, however, he had been
introduced by the Chairman Of the Faculty-Student Civil

o .
C g o
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED M U

Rights 'Club: and had been in the company of Clifford
Boxley, a student. at the College of San Matec, Mr, Gattman

‘stated that at the time Stokes requestéd permission to

speak-on the campus; a check had been-made by the college

with re3ponsib1e personnel of the local National Assoeiatioe“y

for the Advancement of Colored People. (NAACP) .- Through -
this organization, they had been advised that the Deaeonl
for Defense-and Justice were legitimate and—reSponaible
individuals, however, they personally did not agree with.
the goals or--their proposed use of arms for self-defense,

~ As -a result, it was decided by college officials to perait.
-Stokes to speak, however, permission to appeal for funds
‘was denied :

Gattman stated ‘that he was present during the
entire speech by Stokes and that after listening to him

" talk, he was convinced that Stokes was sincere and felt

that he made a2 good impression. - He advised that Stokes*
statements appeared to be responsible with the exception

‘of one statement in which he indicated that the ¥ Klux

Klan had infiltrated "every phase of -American god!rnment." ,

Gattman stated that Stokes respected the college'l
request that he not appeal for funds, however, during the

question and answer period did state that the men in the:

organization carried guns but would not use them first,
however, would defend their lives if necessary. Stokes
was asked where he obtained firearms and he replied that -

this information was secret and that he could not tell,

 Gattman further/stated that there was no direct
statement that-donations-would be used for the purchase-
of firearms, however, based on the questions asked Stokes
it would be possible for someone to believe this was -~
implied .

3«
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORAIED C

Gl Alrd
On November 10, 1965 it was determined that //57C
Telephone Number| | is listed to C. M> oxley,
, California. — it
———— —— - PURRE
~James)Jackson, | | b6

_Mississippi, advised on December .6, 1965 that he is b7¢
“employed at the Economy Barber ShOp, 319 North Pine ‘
Street, Natchez, Mississippi and he has been active in

civil rights demonstrations and marches held in Natchez

during August through October, 1965.

Jackson stated that he has a relative, exact
relationship unknown, by the name of Clifford Boxley,
who resides in Redwood, California. Jackson stated he
did not know the exact address, but when he was asked if
this was C. M. Boxley who resides at | b bé

| California, he stated this was the same b7C -

individual and is the correct address of Clifford Boxley.
Jackson stated Boxley has been living in California for
the past six years and is employed by the "'Youth Council"
on which he could furnish no further details.

Jackson stated Boxley has recently been to
Natchez to visit as Boxley was originally from Natchez.
During this visit, Boxley and Jackson thought of the
idea of preparing a letter for dissemination, and upon
viewing a copy of-a -letter captioned, 'DEACONS FOR |
DEFENSE AND JUSTICE" dated October:23, 1965, and signed
"WATCHEZ CHAPTER OF DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
JAMES JACKSON, PRESIDENT," Jackson stated that he and
Boxley had composed this letter and that to his knowledge,
there was only one copy of this letter made which was
carried to California by Boxley when Boxley returned to
California, Jackson stated that when Boxley returned
to Californi at a friend of-his (JACKSONIs), by the
name of RICHARDM.EWIS, accompanied Boxley to California

and ‘that Jackson | paid’Ehe expenses of Léwis and Boxley,

M

ﬂ "i\z }/ ' Qx"“.
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After arrival in California, Boxley gave a 1957 Oldsmobile
to Lewis ‘to return to Jackson. Jackson stated that then
he paid the expenses of Léwis to return thé automobile

to Natchez and that he presently has this 1957 Oldsmobile
in his possession. .

Jackson stated that he does not know if
Boxley had copies of the letter prepared by them made
in California and then disseminated these in California.

- Jackson pointed oat that to date he has received no money

for the Deacons 6£: Defense and Justice.

\Jackson stated that he did not know anyone by
the name of Thomas Stokes and he had no information
regarding Stokes-making a speech at the College of
San Mateo, San Mateo, California. Jackson stated that
the identity of Stokes was possibly known to Clifford
Boxley.

Jackson stated that actually there was no N
organization -of the Deacons 6fr Defense and Justice in
the Natchez area, but that he carried himself as the
president -of that organization, which does not actually
exist.

s Chief of Police E, E. Johnson, Columbia;

Missiseippi Police Department, advised on October 29, 1965

that he has made- inquiries concerning the Deacons of
Defense and Justice and he has received no pertinent |
information concerning the organization. -

Sheriff J. C. Knippers, welthall County,

. Mississippi, advised that he has contacted numerous sources

in his county and around Tylertown, Mississippi and he
has obtained no information that chapters of the Deacons
of Defense and Justicelare: being organized -

“5=
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Andrew Smith, Sheriff, Holmes County, Lexington,
Mississippi, advised on November 18, 1965 that he has ‘
received no information that there are any Deacons of
Defense and Justice chapters in Holmes County.

Reverend Robert Beech, National Council of
Churches, 522 Mobile Street, Hattiesburg, Mississippj
advised on December 13, 1965 thereée were no chaptes-of

-the Deacons of Defense and Justice in-Forrest County,

Mississippi to his knowledge.

(é source who has furnished reliable information
in the past and who is familiar with some phases of the
Deacons- of Defense and Justice advised on November 29,

1963 ithat to his knowledge, there are no chapters - formedz§§f?m
within the State of Mississippi. [The source was re-
contacted on January 7, 1966 and he advised fhe 'has C&£
obtained no pertinent information regarding the Deacous‘*
of Defense and Justice. ;

A second source, who has furnished reliable
information in the past, advised on January-4, 19qﬂjthat
there is no Deacons of Defense and Justice organizatiou in
the State of Mississippi.-

[; third source, who has furnished reliable
information in the past, advised on January 10, 19Q§3Ehat
there is no organization or chapters in- existence in the -
State- of Mississippi; This source -advised he is in
daily contact with Negro civil rights workers°

‘3

This document contains neither recommendations nor

-conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the; FBI

and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are
not to be distributed outside your agency° -
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SAC, MNew Oricana (157-3200) 1/21/65

Dircctor, PRI (157-2466) 1 - Mr. Murphy

DEACONS OF I}EPEHmE mm
JUSTICE, 1T
RACIAL "IA TERS

) & Ferep of SA Lauriec 8. Kelliher dated 1/10/65 at
f I'ow Orlecang. Your attonbion iz directed to Part 1, Paze 102,
IBI Handboolk wyhleh rogquires the submisgion of geven ﬂOpiGG
of luvestigative roporta regarding raclal matiers.

It iz noted, however, that reporids regarding
coptioncd crgandzation are dissceninated to soven governmont
ageneloes at the Scat of Governmont.

In vieu of the foremping, In the fuburc you ave

instructed to subnit bo the Burcau ninc copics of investlcabtive
roporbks or lebtorhead momoranda - voparding this organiz ationf//

BPM:sss ~ g
L)

NOTE:

Deacons of Defense and Justice communilcations are
disseminated at the Seat of Government t6 the three military
Intelligence agencies, Civil Rights ‘and Internal Securilty
Divisions of the Department, and the Community Relations
Service at the request of that agency.

~2Y o ’“/‘(é“
EXS_\»\ jz \

QSS‘%% e
* JAN 21 1965
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
»l _ /4 ~HEREIN IS URCLASSIFIED
N A7 DATE 2228 BY serpefy

%ELETYPE unrr 1

Tolson
Del.oach
Mohr
Casper
Callahan
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Wick
Tele. Room

TAAhD O

JAILE 0 1968

oot ES

Il

Holmes

- JEN 2671966 ek,




'L FQRM NO. 10 010-108
iz EDITION -5
GSA GEN. REG. jod 21

UNITED STATES GOVIJFMENT ’

Memorandum

DmRECTOR, FBI (157-2&66) pATE: 1/31/66

—~

SAC, LOS ANGELES (157 1184)(P*)

AY

EACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

P ANtz

00: New Orleans

(703

. Re’ Los Angeles letter to Bureau dated January Ts
b 1966 Bureau 0-7 dated January 17, 1966,

| Enclosed for the Bureau is an original and seven
copies of a letterhead memorandum concerning information

S ‘received from Agent RAY DOYIE, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax

| Unit, (ATTU) U, S. Treasury Department, Los Angeles, Three

} coples of the LHM are being designated for the Office of

x Origin, New Orleans, and one copy for Dallas, inasmuch as

4 the Dallas Office of the ATTU covers Louisiana. One copy
each is also being sent to OSI, Maywood, California, FIO,
Los Angeles and Secret Service, Los Angeles.

) This LHM is being classified cenfidentiat because
. this 1nformation could possibly identify the ATTU source.

)
(3. B Encls. 8K o= &}
= Bureau (Encls. D
Kf” - Dallas 2Encl 1)(Rm) e
2 - New Orleans (157-3200)(Encis. 3)(RM) “ :

2 = Los Angeles -~
RNT smaw

(8) .
ALL INFORMIATION CONTAINED

HERCIY IS UNCLASSIFIED Py Y
DATE Z-22.% éYé/«’/(a///} Rec8l /5 ;;nﬁ;ggg;/@7
o7

s FEB 8 1966
Bﬁﬂrr;-:f'. '(irﬂ‘r (3‘{\"{ ﬂw nw(v ;x‘:}'g:'n . ,Ai"' '
AGER ADISLI e S )wam »3’,;;?
]\'""'_h»_‘_l‘,Zh/ls/A,f. Feroin, &
TOW IS e . ARLS. gy o
TV, BPM D . :

& O8 /,c»r/j{&?@[iﬁ/ b A BLY Tb S
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF I%TICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Los Angeles, California CONPIPENTTATL

File No. January 31, 1966

DEAGONS OF DEFENSE
_AND JUSTICE

On December 20, 1965, a representative of the
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit, U. S. Treasury Department,
Los Angeles, California, advised that no further information
has been received concerning the shipment of machine guns
from the Czechoslovakian.Firearms Manufacturer to the Deacons
of Defensé and Justice, '

He saild that it méyitake several months to obtain
the details of this transactioh

This document conéains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI, .- It is the property of the FBIL

and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside ydgr{agepgy.

DECLASSIFIED BY 2/ g@_ié Z‘ﬁ
.ON 7"21’?;& g !

CONFEBENELAL

GROUT™Y
Exctuded—frem—antomatic
deowngrading—and
deelassitieation

/$7-2% 6 — 107

EI:I'CLO-%URE'
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UNITED STATES GOVERNBQT

Q

= S Mr.
Memorandum (Fif
. ’ J‘ t 2ir. Gnsper.. z
. @ ¢ Mr. Cellahay
TO Y DIRECTOR, FBI (157-3022) DATE: JAN 1 4 1966 gnn vmwmf.w-g ,
. dr, T 811:,..._.....- " .
: | ALL IPFORSM T SO TANED ;
SAC, WFO (157-583) (P ; " R e b
QU S T TEE HERENIS UG Ry sage
- DATE 7-22 -% BY1Sh/aedlh:
SURJE ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER (OBP) 51"YWﬂ{"- ,
z RM RICIAL MATTERS ({/ﬁ S o
{7 (00 :NY) i,) 7% W Mg (::mc;y .......... ‘ga
I K
On 1/7/66, | »immzz. Yooray !
[ l, (protect g% F/ Y-
1dent1ty -has furnished reliable information in the past), . §\§
s

advised that he has m
for the benefit of th NS _
plans call for the rally to be held’ I* Sunday, F bruary 27, 1966,
at 8:00 p.m, in the WUST Radio Statlon, 815 ViStreet, N,_}i‘;,”

Washington, D.C. [ ] stated ERNEST/THOMAS of "the‘Deacons"

¢/

v -

is now in Chicago and has indicated he approves of the rally “?wc'),‘ B

in D.C. and plans to attend., THOMAS will be accompanied by ?’«} sy

four or five persons (not known to | D. DICK/GREGORY, if"% i

the entertainer, will attend as will Congressman ADAM M CLAYTON .\} %

ne POWELL of New York City. These men will participate in the Je O
" (Vprogram at WUST. Congressman POWELL's administrative assistant

(name not known) will also attend. ‘ :

& ’ . {:.4
I:l stated further as follows: /57-32 géﬁﬂs :1p7D
- NOT REGORDED" g’
> The rally will be open to the generalmglg};@cz‘gwoa iRLE
advertisements will be placed in public places. Anyone may ﬁﬁ‘
attend, and no admission will be charged. A freewwdsl luwmsm: sm=s= r;»%\:
B

offering will be solicited inside WUST at themlly.
Bureau )
Chicago (157-678) (RM)

= Detroit (157-958) (RM)

- New York (157-1469)(RM)

rj‘ e o

e ;ﬁye/’ ,
Tlson ;/g( }

345 E_lzans for the '"fund ralslng rally%
< eaconé“'For Defence and. eser B7D \

(HEK 5
“L7Y

&/-
2
2
2
2
2
4

- New Orleans (157-
Philadelphia (157~ 1508) (RM)

4.
[

WFO

Y(RM) WY

(1|

b

(1~ 157-425)(CACT)

(1~ 157-237)(LIAISON)

.
°

gt @ ¢o FHER
i
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WFO 157-538

SIS LT L it

Invitations to attend the rally will be sent to the

been completed.

{Washington will attend the meeting and rally.

leaders of ACT and Organization for Black Power (OBP) in
Philadelphia, New York City, Detroit, and Chicago. These plans
have not been made final. However, these leaders will be re-
quested to be in Washington, D.C. on the morning of February
27, 1966, to permit a meeting of these leaders for the purpose
of discussing future plans of the OBP. These plans have not

There is no idea how many persons from outside of

Contact will be maintained with[:::::] to ascertaln

‘further plans for the meeting and ralLy.

b7D
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
MEMORANDUM

. | CONFIBENTIAL
‘?0‘ DIRECTOR, FBI S

o 1/31/66
FROM: W SAC, NEWARE -~PUC-

SUBJECT: THE DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC,
Newark File 157-1922
Bureau File 157-2466

JOHN BROWN COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE
IS - C

Newark File 100-48717

Bureau File 100~

Re Pittsburgh airtel to Bureau dated 11/15/65[%/ ()

was recontacted re above organization and its
trip to Harpers Ferry on 1/10/66 and advised he had no. further b7p
information and had secured no further informatio€%§egarding the

(1)

gdentities of the leaders or members in New York,

,,,,

- |
DU ELE %mw‘
vh),ad/

2 ~ New Orleans (157-3220) (RW)

2 - Pittsburgh (157-428) (RM) REC-16 / 5 7
1 ~ New York (157-1542) (Info) (RM)

2 ~ Newark

JRL ks

(10) 10

REASON - FCIM 4. 27 iy
DATE OF REVIEW_Y/ /- %@!A‘& J o

CLASS. & EXT. w sebo) 7 x.,zoca

@.’ '

Q/

10 0 — SRR\ -

~ UNRECORDED COPY FILED IN
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM . T T be TN

. . FRI AUTRERTIL DNECLASSIFICATION GUILE
“' FD-36 (Rev. 592-64) DATE 0O8-30-2018 BY . :

.
.’

C

Date: 1/31/66

FBlI

. __AIRTE
Via L " (Priority) . !‘y}j-
. . : /

. . : 1AL T
Transmit the following in %cgaé‘,
|

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157—2466) . éi

: - ‘ (157" ) , .’;‘W\ )
- : (R

e FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (157-572)
¥ (157-840)

o |

UBJECT: U DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND .
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED HEEEIIILF;)SMATI
RM EXCE>T wy
(ORGANIZATION) oTHE

CONTATNED
ASSIFIED.
& SHOWN

. —

GENCTRY
D
n%

™
Eos7

EARNEST THOMAS ‘ .
RM : /?
4

‘5&0 Remyaitel to Bureau, 12/10/65; and report of
~ ~] SA MAURICE A, KELLIHER 1/10/66, at New Orleans captioned,
“"DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED, aka - RM,"

On the dates 1ndicated the following advised

. that no information has been developed which would indicate
that a chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc,,
(DDJ), has been formed in Chicago. They also advised that
there has been no indication that EARNEST THOMAS, who is
associated with the DDJ is presently in Chicago, nor has

A there been any indication that he has been in Chicago

ke within the past several months' :

& a, |- q2% APs |
< /- Bureau (RM) REKH@ ) A
A “;;/fﬁf;:/l

<

ATE R
Ty0) M

APPROPRY
. AND Y
ALY
STLIp
DATE

el
ot

e

N
o

(1 - 157~ ) (EARNEST THOMAS)
3 - New Orleans (157-3290) (DDJ) (RM)"

m/

(1 - 157- ) (EARNEST THOMAS) = o
2 - WFO (Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc.) {RMYB 2 1966

' 3 -~ Chicago | -8
) (1 - 157-413) R

N : :
- I(ulile;keh CLASS. &EXT. BY,3/)/ 5_4_4 2# 72 )52 ,.,;%G"
REASON - £ 1-7 4 7 e

D.QABB\OF (L3 /- - LY
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CG 157-572

157-840 ];yiEﬂyggfggzzim

—
LYNWOOD HARRIS, Human Relations Section, Chicago
Police Department 1/6 & 31/66;

[ L, who has furnished reliable informatio
1in the past, 1/25/66; , o b7D

é 1y | (protect), who has furnished
| ’ ?eliable information in the past, 1/27/66;
’ = [ 1« fmsmﬂl
protect re )
[ Chicago, fllinois,
all [
L N ]
LEADS

NEW ORLEANS

' AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. Will furnish Chicago
any information received concerning any indication that a
chapter of the DDJ may be organized in Chicago.

WASHINGTON FIELD

AT WASHINGTON D. C., By letter to the Bureau dated
1/5/66, f£rom Washingt@n Field captioned, "Organization for
Black Power - RM”, Washington Field advised that om 12/15/65,

, b7D
protec GNtLity), WHO Bhas

urnished reliable information im the past, advised that the
DDPJ had recently organized an office in Chicago.

Washington Field re-interview |@omcerning ' b7D
any information ti® he has which would indicate that a chapter
of the DDJ has actually been formed- in Chicago.

CHICAGO
}

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. Will comtinue to be alert

for any inTformationm c@ncerningf the opéning of - . Chicago
. chapter.of. the DDJ, and the Bureau and New Orleans will be
kept fully informed of developments in this matter,

-2 -




DIRECTOR, FBX

SAC, WFO

)
Bufile 157-24668 v
WED £ile 157-794 (p)

ESTEST THOIAS

e

Bufile 137-

WFO f£ile 157-801 (»)

s
WEACONS OF DEFENSE ARD JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

‘ Mr. Tolson—m—
Mr. DeLoach—
Mr. Moh? oo
Mr., Wik ——
. Caspele—m—
. Callahan——
. Conrad——
. Felbooo—
. Gale
r. Rosen..—
T. Suu'wa =
%ih-, Tavel““/
Mr. TrotteFe—-
Tele. Roont — e
TWiss Holnles—-

2/4f 86

Miss: GomdF— ki

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIM IS URC! A<SIFIED

DATE - 22 BY_SF/ %%/

of Chicage.
D.C. for the "fund poising”

V= R 9ty
= Burcaws

(1-157-3022) (OmP)
8 - Chicage (B

(DODJ) boo deen in Chiengo, Illineds, for o
has orgenlzed a Chupter of the DODJ im the
THGAS hos indicagoed

Station, en 2/26/66, fram 5300 p.n. to 8100 p.m.

{1-157-572) (DODJ) (157-678) (OBP)

4 RoChicoge alrgol « in nherw pomtcian
I On 2/6/64
' _ {protect his ideneityl
‘ 5 o0 nicked relleble Inforzatiom im the past, otated ap
>N( folleows: BN\ J
“ e k A GRS
)
RRENEST TH®AS of tho Doaceno ef Dofenne and Juotice NN

xpe tioe and roportedly
"Hegro Ghotte® arca

that e can ccmo %o Washimgten,
wally ¢o be held at the WUST Radia A& °
Originally the

£
2 - Philadolphia (Info) (R} %
(1-157-1508) (OBRP) b6
7 - WFO b7e

(1 } 5P
(1-157-2; LIAISON SCURCES)

(-] (THRMAS) (157-  XACR)

| 4 - Haw Orloans (R1) (1-157-461) (R&Y)
| gaxggaszeag émm} : glais?wézzsg ézmg
| -157- LEMEST THOMAS (1-157-593) (OBP) s cesy .
| 4 - Hew York (@) EX 109R(CO6 2
?; (1 (JESSE GRAY) = Kimeh 129 FEB 1() 1966
| (1-157-1469) | (OBP) (20 )5/ 24t 4 — 5? }ch

R ATRIEL o

sy 54
5 ] \,ff,h 2--*“ » \\4
@ FEB 21 1966 =

UNRECORDED CLiY FILED




 PLAMDRY,  Tho nwmbor of mroens vho will be inwited to attend a L4

WEO 157-786

& rs

event hod been planne®or 2/27/ 66, at the gome placm. The

planc are not cemplete as te the prpgras and vhe villiz enthe A

program. Congreoraan ADAM CLAYION:@CYELL, and DICK GREGORY will / t
on the program., Othors vhe plé: to attend are JESSHXGRAY, 1

ad_of the Orgemization For Blachk Pover (OBP) ond LAWRENCE — - .. s

"meeting on 2/26/66 at WFST of Hegwe leaders im the OBP hao net
been finnlized. This meoting £0 to discuss possible future plans
of OBP. Tho meeting w711l be held fron absut 93100 a.n, te 2300 Poi, |
on 2/26/66, to be attended by invigazion @%2% wiil wot.

R e

include any members of RAM, ST

" s

TheM'fund raloing" rally for the bonefit of DODJ will
ba publicized in Washingten,D.C. newspapers amd will roise \
funds by “free will offoring or sale of pdniosion tickets :
depending en tho type of pernit evallable frem tho District of
Columbia permit auwtheritics. There 15 mo DODJ ermization im
Washington,D.C. ot pregent and [ | wonts to provont the DODJ
frem orgonizing in D.C. by havimg the ACT growp ia D.C. sponser
the "fund rafoing” rally on 2/26/66,

b7D

Copy of thio beinmg gont Philedoiphia as OBP looders
there pay be invited to attend the 2/26/66 meoting im D.C.

LEAD

HASHINGEO] FIELD OFFICE

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. Contact will be palntoimed with
to accertain fimal plans which [ | has prenised to
furnish vhon cemploted.

b7D

WPO will cubmit infermation frem |:| in o LEM b7D
vhen final plans for the rally om 2/26/66 baeccre kamswm.
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Tavel !
Trotter

D AIRGRAM O CABLEGRAM KXRADIO DTELETYPE Eiii'ei‘i"‘____

4-3 (Rew. 1-27-86)

. Re1 UV
3% URGENT 2~8=66 T7:01PM
f@_olRECTuR

FRZD‘NEW ORLEANS 082322

ALL I1FORMATION CONTAINER -
HEREI IS UNCLASSIFIED &
SPEECH MATTERS, DATE ’7/24 @ BY_S»z/ czéx/)///'”/\

P

__I4W/TER OF SUBJECT ORGAMIZATICN
LETTER DATED FEBRUARY L, 1966 RECEIVED NEW ORLEANS
OFFIGE FEBRUARY 8, 1966 FRUM EXECUTIVE SECREI'ARY JUSEPH P“HENRY,
_JR.,”DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, NEW ORLEANS,_LQQLQLANA
REQUESTING SAC OR SOMEUNE FROM ™YOUR LEGAL STAFF REPRESENT
YOU™ AT A PUBLIC DEBATE ON LAW AND CITIZENSHIP ON FEBRUARY 10,196,
“NEW ORLEANS, LETTER STATED SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE, THE /
MAYOR,_QQRE, NAAGP AND MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY
REPRESENTATIVES WOULD BE PRESENT,
THIS LETTER BEING ORALLY ACKNOWLEDGED, ADVISING MR, HENRY THAT
| DUE TO HEAVY WORK COMMITMENTS | WILL BE UNABLE TO ATTEND

OR SEND A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FBI AND HE WILL BE QFFERED , ;

\CUPIES OF THE PAMPHLET "THE FBI,GUARDIAN OF CIVIL RIGHTS“ {','*AG&;

REM7I -7~ z*f/i« e

= [t

RECEIVEDs T7:24PM DLH

e

- pemy -
\ﬁ bootbe bovamwenacd
iwh‘ X . Con T

§ VT T S L)

.-

B

If the zntellzg‘ence contamed in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably
paraphrased in order ta protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.

M
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Mr. Tolsom

| ’ "J'L;f(?l N ; " - ' A Mr. Delcach
y? i “ : ) . ' } % Mr. Mohr..-——
| o | ¥ 1 Mr. Wick_—

| | b. | A ) ) Mr. Caspat

| | . Mr. Calla®™an -
( | | - % pMr. Conrad.—
Mr. Felt -
‘ ‘ : Mr. Gale .-
- ‘ : ' Mr. Rosen}@
.y ;
ALL INFORHIATION CONTAINED i i
HE“E'N IS “;’f‘! "?Q"T'-’:g) _Mr. Trotter.-

Tele. Room..

DATE —QM E\‘il >P, T ‘ Miss Holmes .
o : T 2/37) : Miss Gandy--

|

L

(Bufile 187-2466) o
(®P0 file 167-784) (WOC)

 {(Bufils 387=

(W0 £11e a&%g@%} @

: E@W@mm&, 2/;‘5/6939 An-adbeve @a@'&ﬁ.@n@
s On 2/36/66, [ ' '

| (proteet ideptity), [ ]

furaiched relishle information is the pest, odvised I%Awggzgﬁ'g Be

KEEBS that BRUSEST THOMAS of 4k
23 LR > O “he Doacorz foy Dofconse
%g%mgig g{g ﬁgﬁﬁ.@@ ab 4084 Crexcl Boad, Chieago, zz%ﬁ?’g%g?gw~-
hin wﬁm @%i@ﬁ%ﬁ @iﬁﬁ %&g% gu @ﬁs‘ﬁ@@ in g@m@@@m;. &%miaﬂ.wm
S dontity, ; 2 ment discrsetly to protest
A (T2 F4D
(3 )= Burssw :
% ~ Caloage (BE)
(G 387--872) (BDJ) A
(3~ (ERNEST THOHAS)

o o
. 4 <= How Oxleans (Inf ¢ - “ - &1
| (i= 3}.5%;339@% ?@g?ﬁ ) R L) . / 5 / - 4’ 47/ ..,é_wsémy/ b6
(3~ 187- ) (RREEST THOUAS) e
g - fﬁﬁiﬁéﬁ;’% péizmﬁo) (ERa) , . FEB 23 1966 b7D
(=) l-& LA 3 A )
; ‘ a (Eufo) .wﬁ)? gT-104 i

b7D

e
~ J
I D L
i RIS -
: - y f :
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| WEO 187-794

stated the "furd roiving ®elly® schodeled few

- 3/36/68, S,m Hezhingten, s Co é@mm vet bs bold for the bonaRit

of the BDJ, The gifnir wiil for the benofit e the Washingten,
By €, Chapter af ACT a8 plans have boon changed, BEHEST TRONAS

#ili heweves be one of the ageakers fur the 2/28/66 “fupd raising
Tally” ia Ueshimgten, D, C., at Radie Btatien WEST. .

S |:| BLated %@m ane 20 DDJ cenbess and m YR .
organizagtion in Ueshingten, D, €, Ho further investigation hoing
wms@@g‘ regarding the DD, . - » —_— ‘

IECN, D, C, WAll £olled the “zally® ef
iy B %E%am@.@m Ilatoen with b

b7D

b7D
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. a‘-zz:{;,;, 7 EE@L&ESIE’IMTIW &UT}IIBRIT’E' DEEI‘&EE FROM:
FEI ARt DECIASSIS T AT IO GUINE

¢ TIATE DE-30-201E By |:|

¢

Transmit the following in

Vig AIRTEL

3
O

¢ 157-82465
DIRECTOR, ¥BI %:&57»- § AL THER

HEREIN 7% 1)

: ot @ SIFIED
et Famq : S%QJ CHICAGO 11 %7{“%’{1% EXCEPT WHER |
SUBJECT: DEACONS OF DEFENSE - OTHERWISE

-
e

ENCL FILED IN / 55 2

AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED
GANIZATION)

BEARNEST THOMAS
RM

(»\H\d J% Remyairtels to Bureau dated 12/10/65, and 1/31/66
' //’ and Washington Field airtel to the Bureau dated 2/17/66.

Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of a LHM,
three copies for New Orleans, and two copies for Washlngton
Pleld concerning captioned matter.:

‘Referenced Washington Fleld airtel advised that
informatlon vas received on 2/16/66, that EARNEST THOMAS of
the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated (DDJ) has
an office at 4054Cremak, Chicago, 1111n013, office telephone
521-6413. There is no Cremak Road in Chicago and this

apparently should be Cermak Road.

Fe O

b6
& telephone call to Chicago telephome number b7C
was made by S84 LELAND G. RICHIE on 2/24/66, and
an operator advised that this number has been discontinued

I3 Fronuasis
TF S E

DATE ¥

= Bureau (Encl. 9) &Y) (1 - 157-BARNEST THOMAS) i

3 - New Orleans {157-3290) (Info.) (Encl, 3} (RM) [iﬁ(ﬁ
{(Deacons of Dzfense and Justice,’ Inhorporated)
1 - 157@3@&%@55‘1‘ “THOMAS)

Z -~ Washington Field (Ercl, 2) (&) info,) - b7C

(1 = 15?{794) {DDJY) §Inf0 o). (1L = {EARNEST THOMAS)
3 - Chl@ago {1 - 15?wA13 —
LGR: £ | 0. 13 / 7 - 247 ¢ //3
® MAR 2 1956

'( ved: - 8, Sent er WY Ve
5 Mﬁlﬂ%‘%@ﬁ dodnt ; =P W}_

it QU \

P
.| wiiEw

bé

TURREC COPY iND 2
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CG 157-572
_CONFIDENTIAL (1 b
LOVE, | |, Chicaso, telephone b7C

‘nunmber | R

Chicago files reveal that on 6/1/62, ihe | |

| (protect -
requested) - advised that the Chevrolet automobile wigh; 1962 bé

h
Illinois License ber| |, issued to ROSE MARIE‘[OVE, bic
[ |, Chicago, was parked in the vighpity . b7D

“where the annual convention of the Nation of Islam was be\ng
held on 2/25/62, at Chicago. /’/ e, '

On 2/24/66, ROBERT RUSSELL,
[ 1 Chicago, advised SAs JOHN P, 0'§§IEW_EEE_§T§§TE_{hat
he is the janitor at 4054 West Cermak Road, Chicago. He
stated there is no office of . the:DDJ at 4054 West Cermak
Road and EARNEST THOMAS has never resided at this address
and he is not personally acquainted with THOMAS. CLAUDELL
KIRK, male, Negro, age [, weight 180 pounds, employed
by the General Motor Corporation, Electro-Motive Division,

McCook, Illinois, resided at | 1?“f§§,ﬂ//,f”'", L ¢
approximately three months and he was evicted Six weeks T

ago because of nonpayment of rent. His current address is
not known but he has a brother, first name unknown, who is
employed by the Post Office at 2300 South Pulaski, Chicago.
RUSSELL stated that on several occasions he had noticed that
KIRK had received mail from EARNEST THOMAS and literature
concerning the DDJ. '

b6
b7C

) Chicago\files reveal the following is the identification
record of CLAUDELLNKIRK, male, Negro, born]| , at Birmingham, b6
Alabama, FBI Number , received from the ldentification b7cC

ivision of the FBI, "Washington, D.C., under the date of -
8/25/58:

Contributor of Name and Number Arrested or Charge Disposition
Fingerprints Received
: (17 21 <2 N, ‘ ‘
PD Chicago CLAUPELINKIRK 11/11/48 robbery 12/27/48
I11 | | - Ind Dec
, Term bé

1948GJ »p7c




CG 157-572 S
' CONFIBENTIAL

,M Contributor of Name and Number Avrested or @@@gge Digposition
' Fingerprints - . Received L :
. l' ' ' An|. ' 4 ;,.' v V‘ ‘ ‘ t ’ M s l I . . ‘- ’ *
Cock Co Jafl E%f%%%%izxﬁx 8/18/52 1931 8/28/52 bail
‘ Chicago I1l ‘ TG, given MC
| A . . Weapon '
| PD Chgo X11 CLAUDELL KIRK 30/31/52 agslt to GJ $30000
1 | — T ki1l
L _ (robb)
f Co Jail “LAUDELT, KIRK 1173/52 robb aslt 2/4/53

to kill sent to S

; Chicago I11
| pent'y be

' ) : b7¢C
SP Joljiet ' s, KIRK 2/4/53 Rob
i . : Armed 2«7 yrs
SPen Pontiac . CLAUDELL KIRK 3/9/53 robb = 2-7 yrs
111 1 .+ trans fr armed .
o Joliet . '
USM Oxford CLAUDELL KIRK 8/15-58 -viol Dyer Act
Miss —
i . =1 R
[ce 1-1 is | , @< m
| | {protect-requested). | b7D

Current Informant Contacts

i .

Source ' Date Contacted

I I 2/94/66
S = b7D

2/24/66

| 1l i |
; ;égiulqtential Configential
: Racial Source

T 2/24/66 )




CG 157-572

_CONFIDERTIAL

One copy of this LWM is being degignated for Region I,
113th INTC Group; United States' Seecret Service, and USA, all
Chicago, Illinois, ' «

- LEAD
CHECAGQ

(AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, Will be alert for any information

concerning the opénping of the GChicago chapter of the DDJ and
the Bureau and New Orleans will be kept fully informed 6f all
developments in this matter. i , . :




ECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM.

I AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE . b6
ATE 0B-30-2018 e[ 1

ey bTC

UNMITED STATES DEPARTMENT OQJUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Chicpgo, Iilia@&@
File No. February 29, 1066

"CONFIBENTIAL

DEACONS OF DRYENSE AND JUSTICE, s
INCORBORATED 558 Ve ML
RACYAL MATTERS (@R@ANKZATK%G " Cn @5 A
A“T‘T o .' l :éD/
BEARNEST TROMAS L SNy ',]j ‘
~ T 50

RACIAL MATTERS

Reference is nade to Chicag@ memorandun dated
December 10, 1965, at Chicago,: Illineois,

‘ Qéghlcago T-1 advised on February 24, 1966~Jthatl§€2¢m
Earnest mas, Vice-President and Regional @rganizer of
the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated (DDJF) , was
the speaker at the meeting of the Priday Night Socialist
Forum (FNSF) held on February 18, 1966, at Chicago, Illinois,

Thomas stated that the DDJ was formed at Jonesboro,
Loulslana, in July, 1964, for the purpose of protecting Congress
of Racial Equality (CORE) and Student Non-Violent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC) workers in Louisiana who were being beaten
and sometimes murdered by the "red necked sheriffs®, Thomas
said that in one week the DDJ had 500 ayrmed Negroes.

Thomas refevred to the civil rights demonstrations
as a ''game" and said that. he cannot understand people who

demonstrate for their vipghis and vpid thev shonld take what
is rightfully theiro. Cihors. d0d o o et ol ly mention
how pecople should take what is richtisliv Lhelvs.

Thomas said that the anti-poveriy legislation was
enacted just to plagate and "sugar coat” the Negro. The only
people who will benefit from this legislation are the "fat
politicians; they get the cream while the masses get the non-fat
milk"., He ridiculed education as being the solution of the

EXT. BY S/F/ )
FCIM 1145592 ;%L '—~252§# P

] EW /‘?i_g' ““4
“"“w

COBEBERTIAY
ENCLOSTRH

/s )— 2 L L (\Q._..//?)



RE: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JyS rel Milibitlesaren
EARNEST THOMAS

Negio problem because he knows that many Negroes with college
degrees are nothing but janitors.

Thomas claimed that 50% of the soldiers in
Vietnam are Negroes and stated "I guess the power structure
feels if they can kill off seven or eight million of us that
will solve the problem.” The power structure odght to arm the
Negroes in the South and solve the problems there before taking
on international problems.

Thomas stated that he fofeﬁa@s a black fevolutlon
do somethlng to solve the problems of the Negroes or it will
not be safe for white people to go through Negro neighborhoods.
He mentioned the Watts Riot in Los Angeles and said the Jews
were exploiting the Negroes and the Negroes probably burned
stores and records so that the Jews would not know what Negroes
owed money to them.

Thomas said that Chicago is going to be the reglonal
headquartersfbr the northern area of the DDJ and stated they
have 62 chaptbrs of the DDJ strategically located so that
whenever. necessary they can apply pressure if necessary0 He
said ‘they- have a broad base of operations -and if he is “ever.
killed there will be someone to take over the leadership: He:
said that if .he was killed there will be a retallarory act, an
eye for an ‘eye, ‘a toocth for a tooth and for every one of " them
that are killed, three of the best whites will die. He added
" that they are not going to bow to the power structure op
anyone plsev

A characterization on the FNSF is contained in the
appendix pages of this memorandum.

On February 24, 1966, Lynwood Harris, Human Relations
Sectlon, Chiecago, IllanlS Pollce Department, advised that
no information has been develaped'which would indicate that a
chapter of the DDJ has been formed in Chicago or that the DDJ
has obtained any office space in Chicago. He also stated that




RE:

EARNEST TH@M&S

Earnest Thomas reporitedly iS>iﬁ gnd out of Chicago frequently
and is not known to have any peﬂmanant residence in Chicagoo

. Confidential informanis who sre acqnainted with
certain racial matters in the Chicage, -Illinois, area advised
during Féebruary, 966, that no information has beem’ deVeiop@d
which would indicate’ that a chapter of the' 'DDJ has been "

formed in Chicago o tbat the DDJ has obtained any offide
space in Chicago. ' o '

i)
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1 APPENDIM 1

FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIALIST FORUM,
Aka. Militant Labor Forum

On May 3, 1965, a source advised that the Forum is
a paper organization set up by the Chicago Branch, Socialist
Workers Party (CBSWP), Chicago, Illinois, for Socialist Workers
Party (SWP) members and sympathizers. Open meetings held under
the auspices of this Forum are geared to the activities that
the SWP is pursuing at a particular time, e.g., unemployment,
election campaign, Cuba, segregation, etc.

SUZANNE BUCH, a CBSWP member, is in charge of the
Forum and schedules meetings under the name of the Forum in
order to conceal the SWP sponsorship of same. The meetings
of the Forum generally are held at Chicago SWP headquarters
although the Forum, in the past, has sponsored other affairs,
such as meetings, socials- and picnics held at other locations.

The SWP has been designated pursuant to Executive
Order 10450, :

APPENDIX
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1 APPENDIX

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY,
CHICAGO BRANCH

&

On May 3, 1965, a source advised that it was his
understanding that the currently active Chicago Branch of the
Socialist Workers Party (SWP) was one of the founding branches
of the SWP at a 1938 Chicago Trotskyist Convention, and it
follows the aims and principles of the SWP which maintains
national headquarters in New York City.

Members of the Chicago Branch serve on the SWP
National Committee, and per capita membership dues and a
sustaining fund quota are sent by this branch on a monthly
basis to SWP National Headquarters.

The SWP has been designated pursuant to Executive
Order 10450.
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UF&ED STATES DEPARTMENT OFQSTKCE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
o s Chicago, Illinois

| Pebruary, 555, 1966
In Reply, Please Rofer to.

FlNo. GChicago file 157572 Mm

Title DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
INCORPORATED
EARNEST THOMAS

Character RACYAL MATTERS

Reference (Chicago letterhead memorandum
dated and captioned as above,

A1l sources (except any listed below) whose identitiés
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past.

lghicago T@i]is an. agency which collects intelligende( ¥/
information in the Chicago, Illinois, area.

This document contains nejther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIl, It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency,
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SAC, Vachincton Ficld (157-704) A 3/0/C6

l] -« Mr. M h
Dircctor, FRI {157~ 2466) T TR

Oamcoxs OF DIFINSD AUD JUSTIOD, IXC.
U) RACIAL DATTERS :
Enclosed is a copy of an article appearing on
Pogo B-G of the February 27, 1966, cdition of "The Evening
Star,” published in Wachington, D. C,, which notes the plan
of captioned organication o form nn araod chapter of thoe
Boacons of Dofonse and Justice in Washington, D. C.

Enclosed article notes that Juliuvs Hobson will zet
as coordinator of the chopitor which is to be formed this
sumzor, Hobson is the leader of thoe VWashington branch of
Associated Copmunity Teans (ACT).

¥You should contact and obtain from him all
particulars regording the formation of the Doacons of
Dofense and Justice chapber in Washingion, #. €., and
include same in letterhead memorandun form, furnishing

. Rine copies to the Bureau,
Enclosure
1 = New Orleans (157~3230) , A
NOTE: '
The Deacons of Defense and Justice is an armed

Negro organization agghnized in Louisiana for protection
against Klan violence. The Deacons have also been active
in racial demonstrations in Bogalusa, Louisiana. We have
used | | as a source in racial matters.

Associated Community Teais is a militant. civil rights organization.
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SAC, Wew Orleans 3/14/66
Director, FBI (157-2466) 1 - Mr. Rushing
100—4417583
a 100-357728

" DEACOUS OF DITFENSE ALD JUSTICE, ILCORPORATED
RACIAL MATTIRS ;

-

LA
SPARTICIST #
SLCURITY LATTER - SUP Fy RSy
AL 5‘ T RTARED
ROBIRT F/TLIN UILLIALS TR
LiTIRNAL SECURITY - CUBA R VTP

CAIE 2sz-50 Bispd JRmITC Y

Jack N, Rogers of the Louisiana State Un-American
Activities Committee and Louisiana State Senator Imovles
called at the Bureau on 3/10/66 and expressed concern over

vhat they terred a close liaison between Sparticist and
the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporatcd

Rogers soid that his scurces had indicated that
Sparticist is colleborating with arnd helping to finance the
Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated., FHe noted
also that Sparticist had made frequent favorable references
to Lobert T, Williars, TUilliems is a Iegro racist who
fled to Cuba in August, 1961, to avoid a lldnapplng trial ™
and is now a Dureau fugltlve. I'c has since carried on a ’
v1olcnt1y anti-United States propaganda carpaign thweush >
a roadio progran called “"Radio Free Dizie," vhich is broad-
cast into the southern part of the United States from
Cuba, and through the publication of a newsletter entitled
"The Crusader," uhlch is introduced into the United States = —
through a source in Toronto, Cannda, Williowms is a '
Security Index subjeet of the Charlotte Office.

coms-EBt

MAR 1 51966

Rogers speculated that Sparticist may be receiving
xunds fron Cuba threough Williams and he wented to Lnow if
Uilliams' broadeasts revealed any fovorable comments regarding
Sparticist and the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporatec,
in Louisiana, He wondered if cxry public scurce matexlql
was available concernlng,the abovc. /‘} / w/j( hﬂﬂé;
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A/"f/%DR :fhd (8) // <§ ' i SEE NOTE PAGE TWO ¥ 'f:;/
{ k

2 T i 19 /ﬁq ;%1‘? 1955/
2aale L ‘ ’/
MAIL ROOM JI‘ELETYPE‘N;T [ kt:r

WTTTITTTD CORY FILED IN

-
«!




‘Iﬁ ilk

Letter vo Now Grleans | , n
RE: DIACOLY OF DIFLNSE ABD JUSTICE, IKCORPORATID

SPARTICIST

ROBERT FRANKLIN UILLIANS
157-2466
100-441758
100-367729

Contaet Rogers and advige hiw that based upon
available information regarding the Willlams! broodeasts
ng ecrxents appent voneerning elthier Sparticist ov the
Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated. At that
tive, advise Ropers that we would like any infortarion
ke hes avalleble gegarding Spavtielst and the Deacons
of Defonse and Justice, Invorporated, that weuld be of
interest to this Burcau, Froperly expleve any infoema-
tion furnished,

FOTE:

_ Rogers and Se¢nator Knowles called at the Bureau
and furnished the above information to Inspector Joseph A,
Sizoo and Section Chief F, J, Baumgardner, '

C v .
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FBI |
Date: 3/16/66/ :
|
Transmit the following in _ l
(Type in plaintext or code) :
| Vie __ AIRTEL !
(Priority) I
e L o
2
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) &\
FROM: SAC, WFO (157-794) (P) / %rfu
T — ALL INFORLH121 0N TAIHED
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC. 5.‘ Salaliet iy
RACIAL MATTERS HERELH IS WHOLA el ’
, DATE_Z- 22.50. 5 «éﬂgﬁv@%
/0 ReBulet dated 8/9/66. Also reWFOlet and LHMNs L
| captioned "ASSOCIATED COMNMUNITY TEAMS (ACT); RACIAL MATTERS",
both dated.3/14/66, and 3/16/66. - - : . /,
| | Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of an LHM
1 also two copies to Chicago and four copies to New Orleans.
-

VASHINGTON FIZLD

LEAD

AT WASHINGTON, D.C,

G-

REC- 52
HECEGE

Bureau (Enc: 9)

Chicago. (Enc." 29415 572) (RIM)

Copies of LHII being disseminated to Secret Service,
local military intelligence agencies and AUSA.

| is the ILHM source.

Will maintain contact with
| regarding ""Deacons For Defense',

b7D

b7D

2 - New Orleans (15%: 290) (Enc. 2)(RM) " /L, A '//,

5 = WFO \
(1-C———) (EARNEST' THONAS)
%1-157-237% §LIAISON SOURCES) b6
1-157=425) (ACT) b7¢C
(1 |) b7D
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In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

UNI‘D STATES DEPARTMENT OF ‘TICE b

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Washington, D. C,
Ilarch 16, 1966

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED (DDJ)

- -

Thne source mentioned in this memorandum
has furnished reliable information in
the past. ,
"The Sunday Star', a weekly Washington, D. C.,
newspaper, .issued February.27, 19664 page B-5, had an
article captioned "Negroes Plan Arfied Unit On Rights".
The article stated the "Deacons f£6r Deiense and Justice"
(DDJ), planned to form an arméd apter of the DDJ in
Washington, Di C., with Julius\Zobson, leader of a
Washington organizagtion called Associated Community
Teams (ACT), as acting coordinator of the new chapter of
DDJ. This.had been announced at a meeting held in Radio
Sgggion WUST Music Hall, Washington, D, C., on February 26,
1 *

The March 13, 1966, issue of 'The Washington
Post', a weekly Washington, D. C., newspaper, on page
B~6,.had an article captioned "Brutality, Laid To Police
By Pickets's .

The above article reported that eight members.
of the Washington, D, C., group of ACT, picketed the Fifth
Precinct, 500 B Street, S, E., of the Metropolitan Police
Department (MPD), on March 12, 1966, Julius Hobson, Chair-
man of ACT led the pickets and according to the article,
stated the eight pickets were ACT members and thattwo of
then also belonged to ''Deacons For Defense'. The two
"Deacons® were helping.the forming of a Washington chapter
to protest police brutality, according to Hobson's comments.

On March 15, 1966, a source advised that Julius
Hobson, Chairman of the Washington, D. C., chapter of ACT
is of the following opinion regarding the "Deacons For

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATEZ-24-0 BY S
yoz e ]

\
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
INCORPORATED (DDJ)

~ -

Deiense" mentioned in the two newspaper articles:

Some of the comuments made on February 26, 1966,
at the rally sponsored by ACT at the WUST Radio Hall were
deliberately made to create the impression that the
""Deacons For Defense' would organize in Washington, D, C.,
with Hobson as acting coordinator. TheTe is no ''Deacons
For Defense"” organization in Washiégyén, D, C, nor is
such a group to be organized in D.,Li~ An understanding
to that fact eXists between Ernes%ffﬁ;ﬁas, a leader of.
the "Deacons For Defense®, Chicago, Illinois, and Jiilius
¥, Hobson. Thomas would.like to organize such a group
in D, G, but will abide by Hobson's desires that the
Deacongs ztay out of the D. C., area. IHobson does not want
a group that advocates arming its members.

The source stated further as follows:

Julius Hobson was on2 of the eight ACT pickets
who marched in front of the Fiith Precinct Station of the
MPD, on March 12, 1966, protesting police brutality in
Precinct Number Five., Hobson was very angry concerning
the incorrect information attributed to Hobson in the
"Washington Post" issue of March 13, 1966, page B-G. The
article indicated Hobson had said two of the eight ACT
members were members of the "Duacons For Defense and were
to form a VWashington chapter.of the "Deacons For.Deiense',
Hobson denied ever making such a statement to a newsman .
or anyone elses IHobson stated ACT, to his knowledge, has
no members who belong to "Deucons For Defense' oi which
Trnest Thomas is an organizer. .

The source also recalled as follows:

Recently a Negro family in IPD Precinct Humber
Five, had a wedding reception, Illembers of the INPD forced
their way into the reception and created a disturbance
while making arrests, This resulted in accusations that
the IIPD used brutality. "High Up" oxficials of the IPD

—2-
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
INCORPORATED (DDJ)

- -~

then refused to hold a hearing to determine whether the
police were at fault. The general feeling among Negywoes
is that the IPD should have an open hearing regarding the
foregoing incident in order to bring out the true facts.
The Hegroes in the MPP Precinct Number Five, feel the IPD
officials have "white .washed” the entire incident. ACT
plans to demonstrate at Precinct Numwer Five on Iarch 19,
1966, in furtherance of ACT's protest against the "police
brutality" as displayed at the wedding reception. .The pro-
tests will continue until the 1IPD ayrees to discuss
"Police Brutality".

ACT does not desire a large number of pickets at
Precinct Number TFive, A large group is difficult to
control and could get out of hand. ACT desires that only
ACT members, willing to abide by Hobson, will be welcome to
future picket lines.

The source also stated as follows:

The references to ACT aud Deacons For Deicuse on
the signs carried by the ACT pickets on IMarch 12, 1966,
were made to create a feeling that the "Dcacons' are coming
to D, C. to organize. Tais hint of possible alliance was
deliberate and psychological which had the approval of

Lrnest Thomas: It does not exist, Hobson believes these hints

may bring about changes in the attitudes displayed by the
privileged toward those less fortunate as it regards jobs,
housing, freedom from police brutality.

This documont containg nolthe?
recommondations ner conslusfsng

the FBI. It is the proporty cf

the FEI and Is leaned fo your agency!
it ond i*s contonts aro not o be
distributcd outide your agencys
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OPTIONAL. FORM™NO, 510-106-03
MAY 1662 EBToN
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27,
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“Memoraraum
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DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2468) (1.00-441758) DATE: 3/23/66
(100-387728)

34C, NEW ORLEANS (157-3290) (100-17230) (88-3588) \
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DR CONS_OF DRFENSE N0 JUSTICE, ! o
INCORFORATED ol -
RACIAL MATTERS — - / A
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SECURITY N TTER -~ 3WF R ';; Ny CEaiy \u«wuk {
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ROBERT FRANKLIN HILLIAMS.. SEERRER St - ? ” ,
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA A ./ Z ) §:’.M§§E:(3 Em 1

Re Bureau Teuter 0/14/66

-

Hr. JACK N, ROGERS3, Committee Counsel, Joint
Legislative Committee on Un-American Activities, State
of Louisiana, Commerce Building, Baton Rouge, La., was
contacted on llarch 21, 1966, by SA ELMER B, LITCHFIELD
and iIr. ROGERS was advised that based upon available
information regarding the broadcasts of ROBERT F,
WwILLI'MS, no comments appear concerning either Sparticist
Oor tre Deacons of Deifense and Justice, Incorporated.
Ur. ROGERS was also advised that the Bureau would like
to have any information he has available regarding
Sparticist and the Deacons of Defense and Justice, A
Incorporated, that would be of interest to the Bureau. g?,,r'
i €

ONREC COPY *ImD W,
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T
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Mr. ROGERS stated that if he received any (]’
information he felt was of interest to the Bureau he
would be happy to make the information available to
the Bureau. He sgtated that he was trying to obtain ,
information regarding the Sparticists and had received ,
some information from the House Committee (House Com- §
nmittee on Un-imerican Jctivities) on lMarch 21, 19385. g
e did not state what the information was, but appeared
to be a clipping from a newspaper and a copy of a pub-
lication apparently put out by the Sparticist.

Mr. ROGERS asked that the following be

%UMGWR”NER and stated that Mr. BA UMGARTg“R woqu under— ’
Ecy "MM { {m//7

é‘ Bureau (RN) ‘ & MAR 24 1985

ﬁgﬂ ) } specifically called to the attention of Iilr. FRED

~ New Orleans

EBL/cing
(%) ?C\/

;‘\Q "
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NO 157-3290
EBL:cmg

stand; he, ROGERS has '"learned since in Washington,

D. C., through a source, that the big money shipment \\\

came into country from Canada several months ago and
ended up in Atlanta Ga.

e T

Any 1nformation furnished by Mr. ROGERS will
be submitted to the Bureau under appropriate caption.
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Date: 3/24/66
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(Type in plain text or dgdy
Vig _ AIFTEL AIR MAILL
: (Priority or Method of Mailing)
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TOs . Director, ¥BI
FROE BAC, Detroit (157-WEW)

APPEARANCE OF BRNEST THOMAS,
VICE BPRESIDENTS
DEFEASE_AND JUSTICE, 1NC.,
JOREERORO, LOWISIANA,

SPONSORED BY THBE :

. FRIDAY WIGHT SCCIALIST FORUM,

) DETROLIT, MICHIGAN S LN 5 A N 2
4/1/66 M@F i
R -IN

Enclosed for the Bureau are elg%»léeme‘% “of an LHM concerning 1
captioned matter. Two copies are being furnished the New '
Orleans Office, which is office of origin of the Deacons of o 1{
Defense and Justice, Inc. ‘ a8

One copy of LEM being furnished G-2, USA, OSI, ONI a2nd twe Ay
coples being furnished U.8., Secret Service, Detroit, Michigan.
Contents of the LY bave been made available to the Detréit PD &1
and Mich., State Police., b7 g '
B D
Source referred te in the LHM is {Racial ™
Infornant -~ Probationary)., ) _ ' g}g 4
S
The Bureap will be advised of the results of TH@E&AS’ appearance E:;é '
g
/ “f - Bureau (Enc. 8) (RM) ’ !
' (L ~ 1LB57-3466) ;/ A '
| 2 = ¥Vew Orieans (Fnc. 2) (RM) / ) // ..
: (b = 157--328%0) wo'r RECORDED
4 <« Detroit A8 APR 8 1966 b7D
w 157708 POSSIBLE RACIAL VIQLERCE) S
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| TPD/rns REASON -
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UNI'I-‘EL.STATES DEPARTMENT OF .TUSQCE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

féﬁwbd%mwﬂéww " Detroit, Michigan
File No, March 24, 1966

Re: Appearance of Errest Thomas,
Vice President, Deacons of
Defense and Jqstlce, Incorporated, .
Jonesboro, Louisiana, Sponsored 1
By the Friday Night Socialist Forum, ‘
Detroit, Michigan
April 1, 1966

A characterization of the Friday Night
Socialist Forum is containeéd in the
appendix attached hereto.

All unidentified sources utilized in the
appendlx have furnished reliable information
in the past.

On March 23, 1966, a source, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, adVlsed that Ernest Thomas, *
Vice President of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated,
from Jonesboro, Louisiana, will speak at Detroit, Michigan, on
April 1, 1966, at a fordm sponsored by the Friday Night Socialist
Forum which will be held at 3737 Woodward Avenue, Detroit,
Michigan.-

The source advised that some .of the proceeds derived
from this affair would be utilized to assist the Deacons of
Defense and Justice, Incorporated, in connection with their,
activities in the Louisiana area. '

The Articles of Incorporation of the
Deacons of Defense and Justice (DDJ)

as on file with the¢ Secretary of State,
for the State of Louisiana, reflects
that the Deacons of Defense and Justice;
Inc. is a Louisiana corporation
domiciled at Jonesboro, Iouisiana. The
location and business office address of
its registered office shall be Anmos
Service Station (rear), Beach Sprlng ‘Road,
Drawer B, Joneshoro, Louisiana.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAIHED
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED
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. Re: Appearance of Ernest Thomas, Etc.

"Phis corporation is organized for the

following purposes and to carry on the

following purposes: To instruct, train,

teach and educate Citizens of the United

States and -especially minority groups in

the fundamental principals of the republican
form of government and cur democratic way of
life; to instruct, teach, train and educate
said persons in the provisions of the
constitution and laws of the United States

and the State of Louisiana, as well as the
constitution and laws of any other State
wherein this corporation may operate; to
instruct, teach, train and educate said

persons in the use, value and purpose of the
ballot and the right to vote; to instruct,
teach, train and educate said persons as to

the duties and responsibilities of good citizen-
ship relative to the obligation and duties of the A
citizen to the community and the obligation and !
duties of the community to the citizen: To

further instruct, teach, train and educate said
persons in the value of economic security and

in the effective use of. their spending power;

to inspire in said persons a sense of responsibility
and to develop leadership. This corporation has

for its further purpose, and is dedicated to, the
defense of the civil rights, property rights and
personal rights of said people and will defend

said rights by any and all honorable and legal means
to the end that justice may be obtained. This
corporation may establish chapters and conduct its
business at any place in this State and elsewhere as
permitted by law.'™: . N

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. - It is .
the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is . ;
loaned.to your agency; it and its contents are not to be :
distributed outside your agency. .
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APPENDIX

FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIALIST FORUM

On May 19, 1965, a source advised that the Friday
Night Socialist Farum (FNSF) is a name used by the Detr01t,
Michigan Branch of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) in
sponsoring forums, socials and other functions which are
open to the public. Primarily, FNSF pertains to weekly
public forums held at SWP headquarters, for the purpose of
spreading propaganda of the SWP, developing contacts,
facilitating recruitment and members into the SWP, and
sresenting subjects of a controversial nature in the social,
political and economic fields. Usuallyspeakers are members
of the SWP and theéey give the socialist viewpoint of the
subject discussed, The money collected at these FNSFs goes
11to the Detroit Branch, SWP treasury.

v The SWP has been designated by the
Attorney General of the United -

States pursuant to Executive Order
10450,
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éiiDEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RM

g Re Chicago letter dated 12/3/65, Captiﬂngdvé?ggﬁég
(LUTHER KiING, Jr., SM-C; Chicago airtel and LHM dated 2/&%/ %,
v’ Capimned as above, and Bureau 0-1, dated 3/22/66, captio
. The sources referred to in referenced letter, with -
- whom Chicago is in constant centact, have provided no information
. which wald indicate that KING, through the SCLE or the Deacons, ;
e ie adkd o~ ort 46 oragte a rarial disturbance here, in the contex
’ orlglﬁaE <

(DOPY. FILE Iﬂ <

\iii
RRE 0L M.

[f%:%%fegeikﬁf. (rowrce oé~this information, Bureau sourc

- The current status of the Deacons is set forth in
- referenced Chicago LHM of February 28, 12668. Any information

* . obtained by Chicago which appexrs to have a bearing on this alloga+y

o

i %ﬁwill be expeditiously provided the Bureau and interested offices,-
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3 - Bureau (RM) : '
- (1 - 100-106670) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr.) :
.1 - Atlanta (100-5586) (RM) S
~1 -~ New Orleans (157-3290) (RM) :
2 Chicago

(1 - 100-35356) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr.)
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Transmit the lollowing in (Type in plaintext or code) : L M
- | 2
Vi AIRTEL ATRMAIL Co L
(Priority) . | -,
__________________________________________ ):—————-L——'——’-——-
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- FROM:

SUBJECT:

JUSTICE yGRAMBLING “LA,

Final report will be submitted in this
matter once the report has been received from the
FBI Laboratory concerning the extorulon 1etters t
COLLIX® J. NICHOLSON. !

NOT RFCORDEH

\ - 100 MAY 3 1986
\s,. 6«3’%‘%}" :

H.< . ,““AARON CSLCARPENTER, _QORINNE \ (-
| R T “CARPENTER, COLLIE NICHO ON - .
VICTIMS | . . P
EXTORTION“““RACIAL MATTERS B
(00: NEW ORLEANS) ' [ﬂ\
ot y -
Re New Orleans airtels 4/14 and 4/15/66. i
e
Y Enclosed herewith are eight copies of a LHM. éﬁﬂ
' 1
One copy of instant LHM is being designated . §
to the U. S. Attorney, Shreveport, La., ICG and /
Secret Service, New Orleans. ; i/
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Gz, LARCY €. CADVEIEDD woo osnincted covsorndng

fx fobticr ko bnd moaolved Seom by Doooono of Bolanzo
aud Justion. o advicod thot &9 ond hilo wifc hed
reooivod o Iobios from ¢L0 Toosond of Bofonsh ong
Smmbico oo Hnpen 82, AD003, £03ninsnily, 2o bod mobk
Roow kothorped by {ho Roticr owvon theunn iy vile
Booamg gulis wnooh over tho Ioticr. Thon, Sononad
wont theoush tho oiorans zecm g ih eorpore and
hrote thoy subosns 0Fff ©F eoo of fholy eoro.  Nothlns
wor tolen fvom the siorose woum, Wud AT won poosidi

o toll thad maondsn hed hoom Shore hoonurs ovoryshing
hnd Bopn diotorbod. e GATUTESTEDR odvicod nb $hnd
$ime bin wife bod bonona wory anooy oed ureto a Aotier
o thn Pont Pontor Conornl of the ¥nited Staten and

A v BN & Qe FeTaime 5 g y’S sk g e ¥ty S e . Fo L
LBy Dirogtor of Phe Jolomad Puron: of Inecotioniion.

S

She hed provicusin oridtos o Soltcr of poniy o tho
Drosons of Bofoooe sod Snofios and hod plico weltion o
Zobter o fthe Dngor of Geonbhiing mrateoting the Sacd
Thad tho Somsonn of Pofonto ond Sugtlies hod Doox
aprnitbed To une toun Loll for ome OF dholn meotinmzs.
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EDHA MAN FROOUSGR,
ANETA AUZEINE,
TDUIR IDROTTmEOY,
TERRY GRERY,,
EEERAYD LOCRETT,
BOTETY GIINS,
VIIZTAN CULVIARTEQN,
INES PATE,
SAITER BOTES,
GLAIDY WOUDARD,
HAVIS BEDD,
LIZEEE THITE,
ARPIS DISBEQ,
HINKER DORIERON,
BERDELY. THIRGT,
FAYE WBLL WALLERE,
 Hpm, SIDLEGN,
v, WESIENY
Ve, CARDENTER sdviced thot ko had med v,
FIEEPATRICE ot the baohoy shop that vory moerping.

e, KIREBMATRICE ndvized hinm thed no ono in hias
orponization wos fouponpibilie for sendins tha lotier

to fir, and Ure. CARPENTER. e, CARFINTLR sdviscd thad

Fo Do
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bo Luow that Yy, DECEVTRION woo thn poorctary of CHo
Deagons oF Dodonss aud Suntiod. U, QALEOLRICE otated
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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Date&BTEL 1D, "A8E6

e QUIEITE B, CADPIIPTE vas Antore
vigwed coneoyning o iotiory oho had resoivod frem tho
Boacons ©f Bofonco and Sustice thronsh the =il on
Lofek 33, 1088. Sbo rdviced ¢hot on Uonweh 1D, 1066,
che nad hor heoboud hod ¢zavolod to Now rlonan,
| Loesicionn, o aticad & oootins of tho Ascosintion
| of Colicre Unlons-Iatornnticeals. Thoy rolurned fo
—Cranbling, Lovioionsn, on Doven 24, A003. ©n March

33, L9383, thopy woosived tho loticr fvom the Doncons
oL Dofenst aud Justice whick was pusioarked avoh 30,
1806, ‘
L Io. CARRIETNEE advined that dmonsdistoly
upon the rocelnt of $ho 2otfer, oho wnds coples of
the lotter, ctmporod o lottor of hor oun in ansucy
20 tBo ony oho kod socsived ond mailod it back o
he Doncowns of Dofonse vind Juciico. Sho advicsd that
. 7 ohe pul ko eviglnol of $ho loticr shoe Yoccived ppd
hor anguering Ioticer iz nn covolens and addroooed
i% o tho Doocons of Pofonco ond Suotice. Sho thom
put Thio caveleps inle ouollcr ouvolopo with o noto
o picoco forunid So Lho pRopey nconle nnd pddrooccd
tho outor savsiops o b, ¥, D, ISROITRICE. Oro.
CAHDEUTER sdvioed that che exdorotond thed .
HEDZeMEEOE van tho foovoltary ef ko Boaeons of
Dofcnoe and Juotdes. L. EIREPATRECE lives in
Grambiing, Lonisinns.

Evs. CATNPENTEE odviccd £00% oho bod honzd
that the Donsons of Dofonoe nud Justlice hod hold an
erganizationnd moeting 4 $ho ftovn boll of Grachlicg
ard gb 4pzdld X, RS5G, ohio Lod mont o iolior fo She
thyor of Gronliding to protcot thic setivity boing
sondueted in tho toon hnll. :

S Appil B, 2008, thu satonnn on ons oF
TRods cows woo brolon ofF ublle the ocor ono io Sho
drivevay. A3no, oomoons Bod boon Ao tholr oiororoom
o the ezrport and dloterhcd Ghives ond Lof $he
Light burping. A% this $in0 Ivo, CALPIEITLR fois
ot the iotior aed 42o broaking iodo bov oorpovt

on 278706 o Ererbiing, louiclann Eilo s 5O S-B3C4
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storeroon may bave been rointed and decided o wiite
2 lotiey to the Pozt [aoter Conernl of the Umited
States with 8 copy 10 tha Divectoer,  FRI, abouil the
iletter,

G aprdl 7, 3988, o intitoyw vam zoturned
irom the Hoysy of Grawmblinrs and alzo v, EERXPATRICH
called that eveming. §e advised bvs, CABPENTER
that ko vas & member of the Doncons ©f Defonse and
Justice aad he was sure that none in his erganizge
§ion.wa$ rosponsible for comdipg o CAEPERNTER that

atier, :

. Mrg. QAUPEERNL adwiced that actually the
letier Zrom the Demcons of Dodonse and Justice did
rot saike any seoss to her. ho advised that she
fely that it was referving to the tzip that she and
her husbend mnde o How (vicons and how thay got
thae time off frowm sekooi. Bhe fuvther advised thai
the partg aboul going into clubo and working togothex
did pot make senso at il

‘ Mrs. CARPRKYED adviped that the lotter
from the Degvons of Dofenss sud Justice, her roply
to then, her letitor o tho Loyor of CGrambling, her
letier to the Post Dostey Genoral, awvd the létier
fvom the Mayoer ©f Gromdbling veve as follovs:




Dear Uncle Tom,

Uncle Tom I em bowing. You went to a meeting

and it took you a week to go but you do not want

the workers to leave the campus.at‘any time.

You were seen going in and out of the clubs

"while at the meeting in New Orleans.

If we are to work together there must be an

understanding.

Mr. 2,C, Oarpenter
Grambling

Loulisiana

o Deacons of Defense and Justice

nx*&»'_,go}.*:.vl_.i‘:;’_:i
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April L, 1966

¥r, Lawrehca Fe 09Brien
Postzaster Genoral
THITSD STATES ’*‘u‘STAL SERVICES

‘Washingion, Do Co

Pear ¥Mre O'3rion:

by mo {rom the DEACCUS
D o*:a....u*w in the

Tvter f“f‘o':x « surnised from the
.1‘"25:1‘;?:; AHI JU’»TI\;E ope rating in

" Yesterday, Yarch 31, 1946, ¥
typed signaturs (‘7) - the I“,-Z;ZG.
the town of ”rambl.m'?, Lom,s “nw
Bany roasons and fron as
thore are (I belisve) o
poison=pen letbers and oL
&s repulsivg\communiquzg

X conw.c"om»' Fyou becqv*n
"‘Su using the United States mail for

o 3

this nature ar.d other jusv

34
s

&)

©
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e &
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Hy answer to tiiw—letteridc elso attached. I dld not address it %o any
ong persen 9"911% T Wassdalod in @n envelope and adiressed to ths DIACONS
OF DEFAEYSE Al 3 vhh the request that iﬁ be delivered sirce the
DEAGONS did nob el ot

placad in ‘.mua:@ envelopo ad

quesilcnable grdd

r adderess on their lotter %o me) AXND
s ed to the repuited crsanizeor of tuis

This group (THE DEACONS) hes orgenized recently in Gn ambling. I ont
know thelr missiong indimidatlon m 15.1» be its cbjectivo gad,'_;mﬂ by the
letler I received. Ib (THE DRACOMS) has deposited money in the Gra::‘:ﬁ.lrg
Federal Crodit Union here in tho towa end has met ab TUTN HALL (this I
am Su..a.l abieapting to verify through the mayor ard uo:»:'ws aldemen)o "
have geveral names of susoacted particinants an? the "rins leadero®

Sy

It has been roported that this group is placing similar {(to the ong X
vas mailed) letters under the doors of faculiy and staff meabers who I.x.'e
in college housinge Jurthoer, from same of thy students ocms aparis thad




-

¢ ¢

T Y. Lawrenco Fe O%Drien

2 L
April 1, 1985

that this DEACTH RING LEADER is orgenizing the students for the GREAT
STCIRTY = whatavor that is. Y can imupgine tho propor admlnisirative
eithorities will handle this arcas I am concemed aboud tho ecitizens
of Cromiling (who do not swiseribe $o thesze cowardly ctitacks on then
ard on others) having the mocesswry legald steps taxen to stop these
strange, twisted minds housed in the shapzs of human beings from
atiempliing Yo feed their appatites of hate on parscns who (through fear)
cen be intimidated, I don'd feel tuut I can be intimidsted, but

am apprehensive thal atbacks sach as the letbter recelvad by m2 on Hareh
31, ray templt mo to avenge a wieng winich I feel o wi
ccazitied againob wee

Is there anything that can be deng legally thrdughryourgof \ice. oLstop
these people? If mot, can yer refer me Lo the nroper deyrbyent? ¢

b

IHVESTICATION of this incidente Enclodufos of

By carba copy of this letber, I am j}}fml,
are atso being seat to Mre Hoover vid darbon cdb: @
< \

{7 position a¥b Cromiling College is DO Lot OF Fuvrob
The meeling vo which the DTACINR lotte x'e\‘i'ez's is the recent national
confercuce of the sxs:\‘-cc:.’;tﬁx;afsv(/o?—e;\‘k@a USRS ~ INCERNATIOIALS dn

New Orleans, Lovieslanz, on/bpril 20~23% 4 Oxgehure of our town and a card
folder of scones of owr wiibn ure alse) énclosede ,

Student Uaicne

I shall approciatc any holp\or advice 75{1 can give mee

Lraly yours,

Aazron (4 Carpenter
/e
Enc: Lebters and Drochures
cc: Direcctor J. Sdgar [oover

FEDERAL BUREAY OF INVESTIGATION
Washington, De Co
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P . ) . toe

¥ayor De To Woodard

TATN OQF GRABULING
Grambling, Lounisisna 71245
Doayr Hayor Woodards

s

Am T corract in bclzcvm" that onk
chartered arganizations which i alrl
for cur tom of Grawbling are ,;:A X 3
I muko this inguiry b“cw‘s/“ 3o ha\k Rgor 1% ’bo }”lj a'ob nt‘?oa "fhsub
an organization recently fodaexy L(Wéug Imown as THE DE:CUIS
OF DEFNER AND JUSTICE has baip wlloved ‘uo use the ton edifice for

a meeling place.

It i9 possible that ¥ ddndt unersiaqd inis organizaiionts definition
of fcivie ifwprovementfy bﬁ’b RNg1S 6 of ibts activi tum {woelul exhibie
tions of progross, one of Wailsh 4y fanily has boen & victim) bespaal

its definiitn, I « as a gu=iitiod slector = ?az'otﬂs’a the use of TURE -

BALL by ihds %‘un {(Trs DHACOSS OF DEVENSE &iD JUBTICI).
I shadl certainily) eppraciale .;ouz' ecarly weaciicn W my inguiry aad
proteste : .

Vazy t‘.u.y ycuw s

- (Brs) Gorlnne Te C='"pvnue.

ec: Dre. Alvin J. licMeil, Crasitling, loulslana &
¥y, ¥ilion Ke 11];, Grambling, Loulsiana
¥re Lo Do land, Grambling, Loalciana
Mre Ae De Sxith, Grambling, Lowisgiana
Dre. Ruth Bx a.d; d, Grvnotmf~, Louisizna

10 .




-As far as working toge ’7\1"3. th

of clew ificst Lone /

March 31, 2966

~

DEAR DEACOHS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTIGE: (2)

Your note wag received. To say that the message and dcliv‘ary of i%
followed so clossly the reputed operationg of ine KLU KLIX KLAW as Lo
make ma wonkier which of Who Gio orpganizatlons w O‘té"b"xu\rm"""r' piece,

L9 50 pub Lt in the frame work of dignity and Aptelligel acg; and L Tind
that the cowardly method of accusalion and deldvery of y de poison=pen
aissive can claim neither dignity nor intellifenco,

Yhen I attend off 10\..1 nestings, wy stay is E)ifJ.CJ.g.llJ ) roved -

for attendance, as A.ell &g vho t.!..uO uap.)e\x.ra. Y3 1?9.9*1,2 end clubs, it
is wvith ry mmoy and after the ful 3.}.114071 u’l{\’ 211l of wy ofu.ci
obligationse I TELL YuU THIS SINPLY AS FAC R\= ¥°T A8 JUSTIFICATION O

MY ACTIONS, BBCQ.U‘%" I ousT FL"L/‘{OU QUAl ‘Y Y OHDERSTAIDING LR IZ'-I
SUPFORTING THR WEGRO CAUSE TO Hf n.myl NYOHE J o?tv”x AMYTHING TO YU

;Q»u I HAVE/ VOROERED - EVER SINCE
iH '“‘Gﬁﬂ?sLxrﬂ COMMURITY VAS KHOD =
?77? Your letter falled in this point

Tt KI‘.‘O‘.'JL I}SL G YOUR O"" m‘\\(},

Ol SEND 15 Ai."JI‘u:-‘.~ STPuRA JO’J. surely must do in order to have
your quaind wr wz of uno'/*‘m and to continue your despicable
padlern 1‘ )OI‘dulOB}g p" uso/ < Lor your own edification - objectively
check my » d as to my c.c“*w.*bz.csg belicfa, and support of my race’s
efforis (cx.rn,n”‘.nv and in the past = before coming to Grambling, Louisiana)
for: firs *'-3135103& 1Z6nsiTiPe

L)

0

£
< f
Q

&
p,,w*

0N ANY BNCO M"‘.'JIr WITH "’Od, D AR DEACCUS, TN AFRAID I'LL HAVE TO RIACT
THeARD YOU AS .‘.’s LY THS AWVFUL KLU ELUX ELAN ~ BECAUSE B0TH OF YOU ARE -

*TRYIRG TO DED RI ."fl T I‘"GR) RACE OF ITS RIGHNTIUL PLACE IN THESE U‘IITED

STATES » AXD ONE'NEGRO IN PERSQN: MKl

Submitted for your edificaiion, -

'

A

ONE OF YOURPOISON=PUN RECEIVERS

Enc: Your letter to mé (I've made a photocopy for wy filss and for
future 1ses)

11




— HOME OF GRAMBLING COLLEGE ~—

' Gravllling, Lowietana 71295 ) o

April 7, 1966

~ Mrs. Corinne Carpenter.
Grambling, Louisiana 71245

Deur M=o, Carpenter:

In reply to your recent letter with reference to use
of the Town Hall, you are eminently correct about the uses ;
and practices of a town on same. It is, as you stated .
. generally used for civic groups of the town who have common
§ Interest for the betterment of the town. These groups are
F girl scouts, boy scouts, voter's league, general community
meetings and etc.

I hope no citizen will hold the Town Council responsible
for the meeting held recently by a group in the town hall.
I realize it was an error on my part for not having questioning
the representative as to the nature of its meeting. I will in~
the future assure you that all meetings will be cleared as 10
its nature or purpose before granting privilege for such
meetings to be carried on. .

T was told that a group of citizens wanted to meet to
discuss community relations. I later learned that this meeting
was held by the Deacon of Defense. T was not present at the
meeting, but I do not approve of any meeting of a subversive

_pature to be held in the town hall.

I wish to thank you for calling my attention to the sume,:

and I assuré you this will not happen again. ’

Yours truly;_;ﬁcgi;iifgj‘\\\

4
B. T. Woodard, Mayor
TOWN OF GRAMBLING

BTV /csg

12
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The following description was oblained
through oheervation and iaterview:

Hame CORINNR T. CARPERTER

Rage Repgro

Sexn Fonnle

brte of Bizth Gotobey 8, 1916

Place of Bixth yichsburg, Mississlippl

Beight ) 53¢

Velght 130 pounds

Comnioxion iight

Build medion .

Haiw black and graying

address | 1
| , isuwisiana

Cocupation Aspistant Prefessor,

grambliing Collegs,
School of Business

13
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1

Date_&np il 2 3

CULLIE §, HICUOLICT van pontacied goneoreing
a ieilor bo had rocoived Svon the Ioocons of Boafence
and Jdustico. ¥ adviged thot ho Boo found tho 2otiow
Ioyiny on the badh cont of hio ooy on Yednssdey wornins
fpril 8, 1D68. Se hng zo idon vhy the Zolioy hod boen
placed thore or vho could have domn 4%, o otoccd
that ho accumed ¢hut either comcons hod usod Lhod
Beacons of BDefouso and Justics as o diconice in seading
the lotier, or If uvas ous coabor of the Doacons $hag
Bend the lettor and vot tho oppanicsiion oo o whols,

Ire DICBULOSOT advicod ¢hat bo vwao mat o
mopber 0f the Doncons of Dofemoe and Justios ond hnd
pover ben approselod Lo hocoms o moxbsy Boooans he
vas sure that the venbors hnom $hnd ke vounld ot
belony to the ovponinniion. Do foid thn wentors Sico
Lmou thal he-gwap mot an *Uuole Ton® bocouse ke gid
warticipate in ¢he mureh from Jeinn 2o I netgonsry and
other CIvii Mighio sctivicion in ok aven, As fap oo
bis “Uocie Tom” writinso vore cengorned, ko wyets only
sports for the nOwWSRSRIT.

A

Ez&z aid et bave any onimion pithor imaids or outpids
of ¢he Doncono of Belnws oogd Juotles. Lo conos inm
concaet wilh aluest eyosyors af tho cehool thvouxk his
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