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AT HOMES » LOUISIANA

t

Will maintain contact with leaders of the Deacons
of Defense and Justice in order to to® aware of activities of
that organization in that area of Louisiana,

AT JONESBORO, LOUISIANA

Will re-contact PERCY LEE BRADFORD and obtain a
copy of the by-laws of the Deacons of Defense and Justice.
Will maintain contact with officers of the Deacons of Defense
and Justice in order to be aware of any additional chapters
authorized by the Deacons of Defense and Justice in any other
area of Louisiana or in any other state."
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Copies of this report are being furnished to
listed offices for* information inasmuch?as there is a
possibility that additional investigation will be requested
by these offices. -

%

-

:

Bi

(COYER PAGE)

m
i

a

A



r

# »i »

m
9

* >

1
*

t

4

NO 157-3&90MAK:mnw
(U)

Copies are being furnished to ICG, Secret Service,
and Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit, New Orleans, Louisiana, in
view of their interest in this organization.

It is noted that the date of typing of the FD-302cs
in this report has been delayed which is due to the fact that
rough draft inserts were submitted for incorporation into
this report.
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1 and b7DThe following interviews with
I are being set forth on the administrative pages

inasmuch as they specifically requested that their information
be kept confidential.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA *s
ROSS D. WOLCOTT and ROBERT A. HESS at Jonesboro, Louisiana:

I(Protect Identity),|
I Louisiana, on August 3,1965, advised

that he is currently a.member of the Deacons .Of Defense; and
Justice, Inc., but he is not an officer nor is he a member
of the Board * cf Directors. He requested that before he made
any statement regarding the Deacons Of Defense and Justice
’(DDF) he be assured that all information supplied by him - beheld in the s^jdLctgst confidence.

b7D

|stated that two incidents which occurred- in
Jonesboro during the summer of 1964 indicated to him and other
members of the Negro community a need for some sort of protection.
He related that early in 1964 the Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE) set up an office in Jonesboro at Congo and Cedar
Streets, and members were visiting previously segregated

' restaurants and other public places, thereby creating considerable
racial tension. Several white CORE workers were employed
in Jonesboro and this led to a visit to CORE Headquarters by
thjpee young white males who threatened to bring 150 Klan
members to the Quarters (Negro section of town). I
at that time was employed as1 [

b7D

i

|, who
1 2lX0X*t*GCi Chlof

of Police ADRIAN PEEVY who,blowing the identities of the
boys, Immediately had them taken into custody and gave them
a good, talking to. |
requisitioned a couple of logging trucks and blocked the
streets leading past CORE Headquarters. As the word spread
through the Quarters about the Klan coming,|
gev&raJL Negroes began arming themselves. They apparently had
no definite plans but stood ready-to

_
protect their individual

property,

I, unaware of PEEVY's action,

1 noted that

1 pointed out that fortunately the three boys
never returned with the Klan members and therefore any chance
of violence was averted. This sudden readiness on the part
of individual Negroes revealed that violence could be expected
from any Negro or white sburce at any time but in order to
avoid bloodshed, some direction or organization would be needed

D
(COVER PAGE)

imi

L i



##
i 11

NO 157-3290
MAK:jas

iU)

to guide the Negroes into avoiding any conflicts with the
whites*

The second incident occurred during^ August, 1964,„

when a motorcade of approximately 40 cars fijuiea wxtn nooaed
Klan members drove through the Quarters, There was no dis-play of weapons by' either side; however, it was the opinion
of most Negroes that they had to be ready to ward off any
activities directed against them by the Ku Klux Klan *

b7D
/ |continued that it was decided at this point,

v August through October, 1964, by PERCY LEE BRADFORD', EARNEST
THOMAS, FREDERICK DOUGLAS KIRKPATRICK, ELMO JACOBS,' ALLEN
SCHERRAH (no longer a member) and himself that an organisation
be formed which would aid in civic improvement by educating
the Negroes in the responsibilities of good citizenship and.
leadership. It was also felt by this group that the organi-zation should be dedicated to the defense of civil rights by
honorable and legal means. It would n6t be a secret r

organization and violence would not be tolerated except as a
defensive act. It was the general feeling of the group1 that
the local citizenry of Jonesboro would immediately brand them
as a Negro Klan type outfit and their initial' ideas were '
directed toward proving they were not a radical organization
and through peaceful efforts would attempt to gain recognition.
It was, therefore, decided that they would permit no influence
by outside groups, especially Black Nationalist groups and
similar organizations, [ mentioned
prevent being termed ’’radical*' has kept them from being more
active than they are.

that this desire to

b7D] commented that during the summer 6f 1964 he
was a member of the Bi-racial Committee in Jonesboro and
through this committee approached L. 0. TATE, Mayor of
Jonesboro, in an effort to organize a general cleanup of the
slum areas of Jonesboro, He further stated that Mayor TATE
was enthusiastic about the idea; however, the proposed project
was killed by the City Council or someone else and was never
developed. The DDJ took this idea as, one of their first

E
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projects of civicimprovement and under the direction of
FREDERICK KIRKPATRICK they proceeded to physically clean up
not only the slum areas but the entire city as well* They
felt this would help them sell themselves and the DDJ to the
townspeople *

At the initial organizational meetings.[ ? b7Dwas
When

the time came to apply for a corporation charter it was
decided that he would step down as

], as he was employed by the school
board and his position as an officer might jeopardize his
job, EARNEST THOMAS was elected tothe position of Vice
President and placed on the Board of Directors in his place.
It was generally understood by all members that THOMAS would
be a figurehead only but he, THOMAS, assumed more power than
was originally anticipated, They had no official spokesman,
and THOMAS elevated himself to this position on his owni at
which time he made public statements regarding the use' of
firearms and in general advocates violence.

THOMAS has repeatedly emphasized in meetings of
the DDJ that weapons ;and ammunition be purchased, but the
more level-headed members have killed any motions along these
lines, | I stated
THOMAS, has a source for automatic weapons in either Houston,
Chicago or any other place, I I readily admitted that
'nearly all members of the DDJ possess personal firearms, as
does everyone els® throughout the community,
opinion that THOMAS saw an opportunity to propel himself into
a position of importance and is using the DDJ for that purpose.
He added that the DDJ has internally developed a ’’Release
Committee” of which THOMAS is Chairman, It is the function
of this group to supervise and approve all public statements
concerning the DDJ and their activities, THOMAS/through
contact with the public in this position, has located and
been approached by several people who have indicated both
moral and financial assistance to the organization. As of this

b7Dthat THOMAS has never revealed that he,

is of the

F
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time. however, all monetary contributions, have been refused.I confided that THOMAS is the only ’’radical" thinker'in
the DDJ, and it is anticipated that he will be removed from
all offices at the next election, date unknown,.

b7D

I stated that the DDJ originally met at 3100
North Cedar Street in Jonesboro but now meet every Tuesday
evening at various locations throughout the Quarters. 1 He
said there are between 50 - 60 twemharc. in tha Unit
and a monthly assessment of $2.00 is collected from each
member.
indicated it was either $5.00 or $10.00. The monthly
assessment is noted on a financial card carried by the
members, and this designates him a member In good standing
only if his dues, are in a current status. This card
carries a round-shaped seal with scale insignia and words
"DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE’’ and the signature of an
officer, and is the only proof of membership. Inside this
card is a column indicating "Local Dues" and a column

] explained G.C. means "Grand

b7D

T was unable to recall the initiation fee but

indicating "G. C. Dues," [
Chapter" referring to the Jonesboro group. He added that
other chapters such as Bogalusa and Homer are required to
submit 10 per cent of local dues to Jonesboro to defray
cost of literature, mailing, telephone and other expenses.

b6
|stated his business address is

\ Louisiana, and that this has been used as the only
mailing address by the Deacons.

I said that local chapters of the DDJ have been
organized in Bogalusa and Homer, Louisiana, and these chapters
ar® chartered by the Jonesboro organization. He wouti not
reveal the names of the other communities who have applied
as proper screening and investigation have not been completed.
He indicated that the applications were numerous and would
advise when charters are granted. He further commented that
there currently are no whit® members of the D̂ J > but they

I would be admitted if their objectives were the same.

b7C
b7D

b7D

G
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in
la regard to patrols and guards, the DDJ have

been readily available on tests of public accommodations,
' He Indicated further that they have served as lookouts on

marches to City Hall and, the Jackson Parish Courthouse; how-ever, they did not consider themselves guards, as all they
wanted to do was be in, the area in the event mass rioting
broke out. He said they have purchased six walkie-talkiesfor this purpose. On these occasions he readily admitted
that some members were probably armed with personal sidearms.

etc.

The following investigation was conducted by
SA’s MICHAEL M. MC DONNELL and ANTHONY AMOROSO, JR,:

AT HODGE, LOUISIANA
b7D

|, Louisiana, was contacted,, and he fiirnished
the following information on a confidential basis .(PROTECT
IDENTITY):

On 8/5/65, b7Dadvised that the Hodge Bank has an
account in the name of "Deacons OiL/Defense and Justice”,Drawer B, Jonesboro, Louisiana. This account was opened on
6/15/65,sndaj>-t1S3”'present time this checking account has a
balance o£̂ $98.50./The account card contains five names ofindividually wh^g^s-—authorized to sign checks. A combination
of the namSs “

oi any three of these five individuals mustappear on a check issued for it to be valid. The five nameson the account card are as follows:
EARNEST THOMAS, COSETTA JACKSON, CHARLIE WHITE,ELMO JACOBS, and PERCY LEE BRADFORD.

I * • . •i

I I advised that a deposit of $708.00 was made tothis account on 7/29/65 but that on the same date he ‘
believes a check payable to Cash was written also in the amountof $708,00« He could furnish no further information concern- ,
ing this account.

b7D

H
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On 8/6/65,1 was contacted, and he advised his

bank also has an account in the name ’’Jackson Parish C.ommunity
Charity Fimd18 which account was ondncd on 2/19/65 by PERCY
BF,ftDFQBDfT I, Louisiana. As

ofJ 8/6/65j this account bad a balance of $265,05« There also
appears on the account card the '.names of ALLEN SHERRARD,
COSETTA JACKSON and FRED D, TALTON. The last name is not
written clearly, so the exact spelling is not known. In
order for a check to be issued against this account
the above four names, which includes BRADFORD, must appear
as the maker of the check, | | advised that there has been
little activity with this account. This account,j[as_ppened
as stated on 2/19/65 with a deposit of $329,37, L I could
furnish no further information concerning this account.

b6
b7C
b7D
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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1 - ICGj Mew Orleans, Louisiana
1 - Secret Service, New Orleans, Louisiana
1 - Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit, New Orleans^ LouisianaCopy to:

SA MAURICE A* KELLIHER
/August 17, 1965

FUM Office File NOJ New Orleans 157-3290

NEW ORLEANSOffice:Report of:
Dcte:

Bureau File No.: 157-2466
Tirt *, DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC,

Character: RACIAL MATTERS

Deacons of Defense and Justice formed at
Jonesboro, Louisiana, during the summer of
1964, following incidents involving racial
activities which incidents created tension
in the.area.- Organization formed by Negro
leaders in Jonesboro for the announced
purpose of protecting Negroes and whites
from illegal acts and from acts designed
to terrorize the Negro community. Organi-
zation chartered with main headquarters, at
Jonesboro, Louisiana. Associate chapters
at Bogalusa and Homer, Louisiana, and
inquiries received from other groups
concerning movement but no action taken ta
approve additional chapters. Officers of
Deacons rof Defense and Justice assert that
the organization is a defensive group with
no intention to Commit or encourage any
offensive acts. Leaders of organization
denied purchase of firearms for the group
and further denied knowledge of any source
of contacts for this purpose. President
of Deacons of Defense and Justice disclaims
any connection with or influence by subversive
elements. Interviews with officers and members

Synopsis:
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at Jonesboro, Louisiana, set'forth. Identity
of son® leaders and members of Beacons of
Defense and Justice at Bogalusa and Homer,
Louisiana, set forth. No information developed
to indicate Deacons of Defense and‘ Justice
have automatic weapons or hand ;grenades.
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This investigation, waa
^
predicated upon receiptsof

information from CHARLES„JOSEPDfFENTQN. aJJOSE Representative
at Jonesbpxo,—Louisiana, who .advised on January 5̂1 196b, ^

thatTDeacons of Defense and Justice had* been organized in
Jonesboro, Louisiana, and that its purposes were similar to
those of the Congress of Racial Equality, but that the
organization was more militant than < CORE and that it would
be more inclined to use violence in dealing with opposition
encountered ..in Civil Rights matters. FENTON stated that
the organization was founded to promote Negro Civil Rights.
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FD-J 02 ( Rev. 1-25-40 ) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 8/17/65 7/1

mico Date

I jfct/ej tfc/e,jL##v// I
; •*> =#*-^

LEE/BRAD-EOBD . ..Louisiana , Pr'esldent.--Ofl..>fche_D_<ja,.con5. 61 Deiense and justice .Jonesboro, .Louisiana..~a nd native of
~.Ta <?.ksort ParHTlh ;~rfn r»n’"Bne”"foilowing~fnformation: & 1 \

b6
ea»-n ' >'

b7CPERCY j / 1

si

The Deacons of Defense and Justice (DDJ ) was formed \in the summer of 196V at Jonesboro, Louisiana by a small group ]of Negroes during a period of extreme racial tenticn at Jones-boro, for the purpose of protection of Negro and white citizensfrom white extremists. He referred specifically to harassementtype activities on* the part of the Ku Klux Klan who had been \ r Kdriving caravans of cars through the Negro quarter containing V / /hooded occupants and escorted by local law enforcement vehicles , \M/ LHe explained that these acts terrorized the Negro residentsto the extent that they felt some type of defensive Measureswere necessary to, protect their homes and families. According-ly a group of approximately 10 to 15 responsible Negro citizensmet and formed the DDJ naming the following officers:
' PERCY LEE BRADFORD, Presidentĵ EARNEST THOMAS,President; CHARLEY I£E - WHITE* Financia^Secretary; COSETTA "jSCKSON, Treasurer. A , , ~TZ~ ~ ~

lit - , ' '-i-TVe group sought and obtained./i charter through theOffice of the Secretary of State, of the [State of Louisianawhich charter was issued in March, 196«. BRADFORD informed thatthe purposes of the organization, other than the defense againstharrassment, are to promote responsible leadership and educatepeople to the duties and obligations of good citizenship in thecommunity . Other objectives of the DDJ include^equal rights fora i l and elimination of descrimination and violence . BRADFORDwas hopeful that the objectives of the organization could bederived through discussions with city officials and other inter-ested parties. BRADFORD stated emphatically that the DDJ Is adefensive organization with no Intentions of instituting vio-lence or offensive action of any type in seeking its objectives.He further stated applicants for membership must be Americancitizens, age 21 or over and approved by the membership .
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Jonesboro, Louisianaat
_ 157-3290File #

SA ROSS D, WOLCOTT and
by SA NORMAN W, PROPST/cem 8A/65Dote dictated- 4 -Thl* document contain* neither recommendation* nor conclusion* ot the FBI. It <* the property ot the FBI and l* loaned tolYCrtjf agency; It ctn4 its contents ore not to bo distributed ontslde your agency.
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Individuals of poor reputation, troublemakers and the like are
hot accepted. Group meetings are normally held once a week
at various homes or meeting places in the Negro community ,

With regard to patrols, BRADFORD stated no assignments
are made to accompany any type of demonstration, however, quite
often some of the members of the DDJ are present as spectators
t such activities Just as any other .citizen might be.. ' - *

BRADFORD stated currently there are approximately 25to 35 members of the DDJ who are considered inactive due to noi
payment of dues and other causes . He stated voting privileges
are extehded to active members only-, - The initiation fee is $1
and the monthly dues are $2. BRADFORD furnished the followin’

list of memTqers who are currently active
Louisiana chapter: , AcA.A

MEMBER OF SUBJECT ORGANIZATION X ' 1 \
. _

I PERCY LEE BRADFORD. HENRY
_
.C2LAM0S, E. LWATTERSOHa 1I 0HARLEX -̂^glTE,̂ JR.̂ OLEN SAT2HER,_JR4

"C3SSE*T5===5̂
Y In I .J^CKSONTEDB/BARNES. JESS^EWJS, RUDOLPH^TTERSON. HOSEY. b6

~ 1 BARNES, W Ĉ T̂FLANAGAN, X,JB?VBQJJDS.> EARWST;'THP^S, OTIS 'MARTIN/70

mmOLhSS , ELMO JACQBE, MQRLEEOTDERSON,. FREI^FALTON. JLH ^

^IRKPATRICL/ARMSYAJOHI^ON1 JO®JA^KSQN, JOHNNY^ONIER, ASPER

^ggrFRAm^DXDa/'

jOSEPH^YLE"EDGAIQJOE,^HARVEY ^0HNS0N and’

Reverend SANDERSTTHOMPSON; S\0[ '
•> .

BRADFORD statedf the jjQnesboro group maintains no
official office and that records’ are maintained by the present—.
Recording Secretary
stated the official

in the Jonesboro,
L v

'i
tm ft

V\ b6
’b7Cft b7DV.

F. D. KIRKPATRICK and HENRY C. AMOS . He
mailing address for the local organization

\ Louisiana, which is the
address of HENRY C « AMOS, a member of the group. ,

\g r/?/ZI _ _ I
BRADFORD stated the orgaTfizatniomias no applica tion

is

b6 ^
b7C

form-for use by prospective members.
Vx «

j1 rA
1 *\
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BRADFORD advised that * similar DDJ groups have been
formed in Bogalusa and Homer, Louisiana^which were granted
certificate's by'"Che parent Jonesboro organization . The certif-
icates grant authority for those groups to use the name DDJ
and operate under the provisions of the charter’granted the
Jonesboro group. BRADFORD stated ' the parent group furnishes
advice and assistance concerning policy to those chapters .

M He stated no other groups have been authorized to use the name
11 DDJ In Louisiana or any other state although he has recelvedT
/ / inquiries concerning the formation of similar groups at Monroe,
I / Ferr±day-~grrd~~Rew Orleans. 'Louisiana^ He stated careful consid-1 eration is given to granting certificates to other droups in

order to insure that the policies and 7 objectives ofTlfcbe parent
group are adhered to. BRADFORD stated; that CHARLIE^IMMS.is,, / h*
the pre^ ^pn^^ -̂thft-Rogalusa Chapter and tha t K
j-sr-pre"s'lcfent ofwthe .Homer. Loulslana^Chap.ter'of the mJA he
stated he di*d not know the current"membershijp of~t;h7e~ Bogalusa
and Homer groups. lyraMBER OF , SUBJECT ORGANIZATION—

BRADFORD was questioned concerning statements made
by EARNEST THOMAS, Vice President of the Jonesboro DDJ and
others, which have appeared in national periodicals, concern-

|t ing the organization. ^RADFORD stated much of the lnformatlorL,
|J attributed to these Deoole is raise and exaggerated particular-117lh~reTerence to alleged secrecy of the organization, purchase^/ f of nrearms in Chicago and Houston, the number of chapters

WhXchnhave been created and other statements , indicating the DDJ
Barg" OffefiFive motives He stated he had not seen any of tne
puDixcations referring to the DDJ or read any of the statements
attributed to THOMAS and other DDJ leaders but that he definit-
ely plans to seek an explanation from' THOMAS and CHARLIE SIMMS,
President of the Bogalusa Chapter of DDJ, concerning statements
attributed to them. BRADFORD stated he is very concerned about
the effects that irresponsible publicity might have on DDJ and
he plans to make every effort to correct the situation through
talks with those responsible for such publicity .

- 6 -
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BEDFORD stated he believes the statements made

recently by THOMAS were made to exploit the DDJ for his own
personal publicity and financial gain. He stated THOMAS
is presently in California, hbwever, he is not representing
the DDJ and his purpose there is unknown to * BRADFORD. He
states he has repeatedly admonished THOMAS about his public
statements concerning the DDJ which seems to have had little
effect to date.

5

BRADFORD stated the Jonesboro.DDJ owns eight walkie-
talkie,radio units which are presently distributed among the
membership which are to be used in the event of an emergency
which would require the group to assemble on short notice.
He stated the chapter owns no other technical equipment or
arms.

•»

BRADFORD stated there are no persons, to his
knowledge,.In the DDJ who are sympathetic with or Influenced
by -Black Nationalist or any other,subversive group.

* ' ' »

BRADFORD made available a blank identification card
which is carried by all DDJ members upon acceptance into the
organisation. It may be noted that an offidal card wHch is
issued to a particular member also bears the Imprint of a
seal which is not affixed to the card until it is Issued:.

BRADFORD stated by-laws for >he DDJ are presently
under preparation and it is hoped that within a week same will
be submitted to the membership of the organization for approval
after which a copy will be made available to the FBI.
• He stated the DDJ chapter at Bogalusa and Homer,
Louisiana, each paid a $100 entrance fee to join the organization
ahd they are supposed to pay a sum equal to ten percent of
their collected monthly dues to the parent organization to defray
expense of supplies, etc*, wHch are provided by - the Jonesboro
chapter.

- 7
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BRADFORD stated when the organization was first
begun, group leaders were appointed for the purpose of
rallying membership in the event of a racial Incident ,

stated this practice has been abandoned and the organization
no longer hasgroup leaders or similar functionaries.

* ?

It was tactfully pointed out to- BRADFORD that he should
exert’his influence to discourage any arming or other'illegal
acts on the part of DDJ members, BRADFORD stated he desires
to cooperate fully with the FBI and 4 that he planned to encourage
his subordinates, Including members of other chapters, to
do' likewise.

p

The

•if i

Following is a description ,of,.FERpY LEE BRADFORD*
i

Race
Date of birth
Place of birth
Height
Weight
Build
Complexion
Social Security
United States
Army
Employment

i ‘ <'t Negro-i i I
b6ViJonesboro, Louisiana

51 ynv *s

230 pounds
Muscular

rlr)'

b7C
t

*i

1 ’! *c V I
JUly *12,n'95P to October 29,-fl952.

.)J ^ I

.1956 -ib̂ present; Continental Can
Company, Hodge1, Louisiana (bag
stacker and ji^partment shop1 steward)
Two years Grumbling College,
Grambling, Louisiana .
JOHNNIE BELLE BRADFORD; nee BOYER;

t

, Education

Wife

Louisiana.

f

- 8 -
i

r
1

*

i



*

ifD-30?(Nv, 4-15*4)
*

I

M

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTLGAT1
* (U)2*

*
'2 June 20, 196!Dote

ilrs. DOROTHY CASHIO, Administrative Assistant,
Corporations Division, Secretary oI State, State of
Louisiana, Baton Bouge, Louisiana, aade available a true
and correct copy of the charter of Decons of Defense and
Justice, Incorporated.

t

*

£

1
'1

i

i

f

*

i

>
\

cm 6/11/65 nt Baton Rouge, Louisiana

SA EUEBB B. 1XTCHPIELD/dcs
m 157-3File#\

6/11/65
by Oat© dictated

f cofiMmi' neither retommen^QUoM -oOf <©*dv*fOr» s ©f *hf f8l. M is the property of the f&l
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A Louisiana corporation domiciled at Jonesboro,
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FP-302 (Rev. 1-2 $-® 0) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- August 17, 1985

1
X B.
JACKSON* C/O General Delivery,

Jonesboro,' "Louisiana/ furnished the following information:
* ' 1 e

He stated that he is the treasurer of the
Deacons of Defense and' Justice, a corporation which 'has
its headquarters in Jonesboro, He said that the purpose
of the organisation 'is to protect the Negroes living in
the 'Negro section of Jonesboro, > 1 He :stated that his
group would only resort to violence if they were attached
by a group such as the Ku Klux Klan, He stated that the
group does not have a source o.f arms, but the individual
members of the organisation were armed. In addition, he
stated that these guns were kept in the individual
members homes and were not - hidden in a 'cache somewhere.
He advised that there was no actual training given to
any of the members in the use .of firearms,

i
He stated that there are about 15 to 20 active

members in the Jonesboro chapter, and that the actual
membership in .Jonesboro amounted to approximately 50 to
75 .persons. He stated that only two other chapters of
the Deacons have been organised ih~ Louisiana, and they
are located at Eosalusa and Homer, To his knowledge,
no other chapters of in© Deacons have been formed
anywhere in the United States, He -stated that he did
not know the number of members or the names of the
officers in either Homer or -Bogalusa.

JACKSON stated that the bylaws of the
organisation have not yet been drawn up and that this
was on® . of the major problems facing the organization.
He stated' that once the bylaws were drawn up that each
new chapter of the Deacons that was formed would be
expected to -follow the bylaws as proposed by the National1

Headquarters here in Jonesboro, JACKSON said that at
present the group plans for the other chapters - is to
.forward 10 per cent of -their dues to the National
Organization her® in Jonesboro,

COSSE1

i

\QR 8/ 3/ 85
m\ Special Agent VINCENT J,. HORN,1 JR. and

\ Special Agent ROBERT S, STEWART/mfp

utocument contain* neither recommendations nor conclusion* of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to

^lency; It .and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency«

aii
File # NO 157-3290Jonesboro. 'Louisianaat

8/4/65Date dictated- 16 -
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JACKSON stated - that the officers of the
Beacons were as follows:

b6
b7CPresident PERCY LEE BRADFORD

Vice-President ’ERNEST THOMAS

CHARLK ĵwHITB
COSSETTA JACKSON

MEMBER OF. SUBJECT ORGANIZATION

Secretary

Treasurer

He said that election of new officers would
be held in the near future, JACKSON said that the
Beacons have a bank taccount at the Ifodg® Bank and Trust
Company, and that the balance in the account was $98,00,

He said' that ’ERNEST THOMAS is presently in
California and that the Deacons are not paying for the
expenses involved in the trip, JACKSON said that the
Deacons 'did 'pay 'for the .plane fare - of THOMAS on one
occasion when he went to New -York, - He stated that the
statements basing axde-to +ba>

been approved bv the m e a b e r s h i H e did state that
some of the talk ' concerning the weapons and number of
members in the Deacons has keen exaggerated in order
to deceive the Ku Klux Klan, and the local Sheriff 'sOffice,

The following description was obtained
observation and interview:through

Name
Address

COSSETTA JACKSON
General Delivery,
Jonesboro, Louisiana
Negro
Male
5*-6"
160 pounds

Race
Sex
Height
Weight

- 17 -

JQHHBENUSC m
L .



p

> f
i

*

f

NO (157-3290)
VJHsmrp

i

t

3

Eyes
Hair

f

Maroon
Gray-Black

Jonesboro, Louisiana
Single
Sell-employed
Taxicab owner

1»

Age 54
Place of Birth
Marital Status
Occupation

! \

l

\

i

f

*

I

f

t

f
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S$KlL>ATRICK,. General Delivery,
furnished the

f

FREDERICK DOUGLA^ ,^^^ *f . ^Grambling, .Louisiana, j»as , con^actad »nH h
following information:

KIRPATRICK
Deacons of Defense and Justice, Jonesboro Chapter,
and is presently the Recording Secretary* He advised
that during the summer of 1964 several CORE workerscome to Jonesboro to aid the Negroes* The white people
in the community became alarmed at their presence in
Jonesboro and shortly afterwards an auto caravan
containing Ku Klux Klam members drove through the Negro
quarters of Jonesboro throwing out Ku Klux Xian literatureand telling the residents to get rid - of the ' CORE workers*KIRPATRICK -advised the Negroes became so alarmed at this
incident they decided that since local law enforcementwas not protecting them they would get together and forma group to defend their homes and property in the event
the Ku Klux Klan returned* As a result, a large number
of Negroes went to their homes and returned with firearms*They returned the CORE headquarters area in Jonesboroto await the return of the Ku Klux Klan* The latter didnot return* KIRPATRICK advised this was the start of the
idea to form the Deacons*

KIRPATRICK advised he is an Evangelist* Inan effort t© come up with a name that would indicate
their organization was for the, good of all people they
decided on the name Deacons of Defense and Justice*The name Deacons -denote^ ' something religious as thename was taken from the Deacon of the church. The word
Defense would ' indicate they were not ,an offensive group,
but would protect and defend themselves when necessary*

KIRPATRICK advised he is also on the News
Release Committee. This is a group within the organization
who have the power of making press releases and talking
with people, of the press and ' news ..media * He stated that at
the 'present time PERCY LEE BRADFORD is 'the president, and

b6
b7C,. was cont9 \ t ^ • --=* * * T

Oi ^C/V/ l 1
-he-is~a-member-of*»the

: ( U )

r
On 8/6/65 File # Kf > 1fV7-.39anGrambling,

Special Agent 'MICHAEL :M* -W? DONNELL and
Special Agent ANTHONY AMOROSO, JR*/»rp 1

at

8/6/65Date dictated
19This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FJBl. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned toyour agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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CHARLEY WHITS is the Financial Secretary. ERNEST THOMAS
is the acting Vice-President and Fieldman. At the present
time THOSSAS is in San Francisco. His job as Fieldsman
is to raise funds and attempt -to organize new .Chapters»
KIRPATRICK advised THOMAS is expected to return to
Jonesboro sometime around the middle of August) 1965.

KIRFATRICK advised the Deacons have monthly
dues of $2.00 for each member., The Jonesboro Chapter
also has an initiation fee of $10.00 per member. He
stated that when a new Chapter 'is organized the original
Chapter fee is $100.00, and this is sent to Jonesboro.
Each Chapter itself can designate its own initiation fee
and the Chapter keeps this money. Thereafter each
Chapter must send 10 per cent of the dues collected each
month to the headquarters in Jonesboro. KIRPATRICK
stated he does not know how many Chapters or members
there are at the present time. He advised CHARLEY WHITS
as Financial Secretary would have this information.
He also stated that ERNEST THOMAS has not made any
reports to him on his trip so he does not believe the
information concerning all the Chapters and members will
be known until THOMAS returns.

i

KIRPATRICK advised to his knowledge the Deacons
have two bank accounts, both of which are located at the
Hodge Bank and Trust Company,, Hodge, Louisiana. .One
account is under the name of the Jackson Parish Community
and Charity Fund, and the other under the name Deacons of
Defense and Justice* The first account he believes is
used to purchase literature and for donations to
charitable institutions. The other is used for the
purchase of equipment for the Deacons such as 'two way
radios. It is also used to assist people in obtaining
a fair, trial.

- 20
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KIRPATRICK advised be has read some of the
remarks made in the newspapers by ERNEST THOMS* He
.advised the organization does not furnish weapons to
its members as most of them have personally owned
weapons* He does not know of any source of weapons
or cache which the Deacons might have* He personally
feels that if THOMAS made this remark it is possible
he, THOMAS - has'.developed a source rfor obtaining
weapons, in his. travels*

KIRPATRICK related that not all :th© men in
the leadership of the Deacons agree with THOMS .and
his way of thinking. At the present time non© of the
Deacons in Jonesboro, to his knowledge, know exactly
what he is doing or has accomplished in his travels,
and they will probably not know until he returns*

t

3SI8FATRICK stated that the Deacons is open
to anyone over the age of 21 who satisfactorily passes
a background check. This investigation is usually .
conducted by himself or another member of the Jonesboro
Chapter* The main reason for this check is to -keepundesirable people out of the organization such as those
with criminal characteristics or those who have very
PQor credit records in the community,*

’He also stated
the Deacons prefer married men and they prefer all
members to be registered ’voters-*

It was tactfully pointed out to KIRPATRICK
the dangers inherent, in illegal arming and illegal acts*

which might result from encouragement of members to
arm and carry firearms;

\

- 21
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The following description was obtained during

interview and from observation:
Nam®

Residence

I
FREDERICK DOUGLAS
KIRPATRICK
General Delivery,'
Grabbling, Louisiana
Negro
Male
6'-3”
280 pounds

b6
b7CRace

Sex
Height
Weight
Date of - Birth
Place of Birth
Occupation

HayaesvSlle, Louisiana
School Teacher
Grabbling College,
Grabbling, Louisiana
ANNE P* KIRPATRICK
Four
None

Wife
Children
Military Service

- 22 -
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|U)
v HARVBYTSOHNSQN; 309 Mitchell Street,

Jonesboroj. Louisiana,̂ advised that his mailing address
P«0,'Ba5rW9j Jonesboro.̂ sr* f/7-J

at
* »* fr t

Is

t^DHNSQN advised that he is a member of the
Deacons of Defense and Justice. He stated that this
organization first started as a club about the last
part of Spring, 1964. He stated that this club did
not , have a name but consisted of Negro^males

„ residing in the "’Quarters** section of Jonesboro,
.Louisiana* JOHNSON recalled that sometime in
July, or August, 1964, about 9:00 P,M, a caravan of
.about 35 cars containing Jfrom three to five members
/of, the Ku Xlux Klan, dressed in full Klan regalia,

V and leCu.
through the "Quarters." He stated that because of ..
.this incident, coupled with the fact that the caravan
was lead by a Sheriff *s Office vehicle, it was
decided :that the Deacons of Defense and Justice should

, be formed in order to protect the lives and property
of those .who lived in the "Quarters*" He stated
that the purpose of the Deacons of Defense and Justice
is to protect the rights of all citizens,, "black and
white.** He explained that the purpose of this
organization was not to take the law into their own
hands but the purpose was for civic improvement
through negotiation and the protection of the rights
of individuals through court action and legal means*=f

n Concerning weapons owned by members of the
HDeacons of Defense and Justice, JOHNSON advised that

,|the newspaper article appearing in the New York
I Times and in the Newsweek magazine were not true or
I accurate * He related that the Deacons have no machine
"̂guns or other simular automatic weapons. He stated
that the only weapons owned by Deacons were "house
protection" weapons* He related that "house
protection" weapons were ordinary rifles and pistols

.*3

by a Jackson Parish Sheriff *s car, drove

/

i

8/3/65 Jonesboro, Louisiana
o» 1 157-3290On "t- »«! ^

SA L. STANLEY HARBES0N and
by SA CLARK S. MILLBR/mln 8/3/65

- 23 -This document contains neither recot&roeDdot ions nor concision* of the FBI. ft <* the properly Cf the FBI and loaned to
your agency; it and its contents ore not to he distributed outside your agency .
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that one keeps to protect his hone. He advised that he
personally , owns a ,2% caliber revolver which'*he" carries
on the front seat of his car when he nfc®s«®®«fe^̂ 2right.
He stated, that this weapon 3s not concealed and
therefore not in violation of the law. He added that
this weapon.JLs carried strictly for protection.

Concerning the membership of the Deacons of
fense and Justice, JOHNSON related that JEERGY-L.-BRADFORD was President, ERNEST THOMAS^ Mice-President,CHARLIE WHITE, Secretary, and C0SSEHA7UACKS0N. Treasurer.

Restated that at the present time the Jonesbbro
^^AChapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice consists

of about 25 active members. He related that there\ B, AfPftg, / *? //are numerous other members who do not take an. active'—̂
part in the meetings or other activities of the
organization. JOHNSON stated that to his knowledge
the only other chapter of the Deacons was located in
Bogalusa, Louisiana.

JOHNSON advised' that he is not an officer
of the Jonesboro Chapter of the Deacons of Defense
and Justice, however, he assists the Treasurer. He
stated that the initiation fee is $10.00 And the
dues ar? $2.00 per month. The Jonesboro Chapter
maintains a bank account at the Hodge Bank and Trust
Company, Hodge, Louisiana,', and all drafts drawn on
the account must be signed by three members of the
Deacons, he,.JOHNSON- being one of them.

JOHNSON advised that meetings of the Deacons
of Defense and Justice are normally held every
Tuesday night at the Masonic Lodge located on Leon
Street, Quarters Section, Jonesboro, Louisiana.

At this time JOHNSON furnished the following
description of himself:

Name:
Sex:
Race:

HARVEY JOHNSON
Male
Negro

L
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Date of Birth;-Hair:
Eyes:
Height:-Weight;Social Security No,:
Wife:
Employer;

January 7, 1918
Black
Brown
5»4«
155
434-05-8173MILDRED BAKER JOHNSON
Continental Can Co.
Hodge, Louisiana

/

/

1
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Dot#.,

«
l b6 ^‘̂.OLEN- SATCHER", JR

Louisiana,.. advisear,that he is presently employed with
the* Office of Economic Opportunity working on
Operation.Headstart.

-SATCHER stated.that he is not a member of
the.,Deacons-,of Defense and Justice, but he has
attendedrsome-ofAtbeir axeetings to see what their
aims are,S»d ,the direction they are headed* -Hestated that; if he likes the aims of the organization
Niibmay join it.

•t b7C
i

1

i

*
I

t

5

-1 « fc

SATCHER stated that from his observations
of the Deacons for Defense and Justice he feels they
want to work with the law, and want to assist
anyone being treated unjustly in a legal manner*
SATCHER stated that he felt that the national publicity
concerning this organization is so much propaganda
put out .to fool the Klan. He advised that he knows
nothing about any guns or firearms in the possession
of the Deacons of Defense and Justice.

I

‘1

iThe following, description was obtained by
observation and interview:

*

I

ii
OLEN SATCHER, JR.
Negro
Male -
5* 8"
205 lbs.
Heavy
Black, graying
Medium
Brown
None
Graduate of Grambling
College, field of
Physical Education
Mother-BENNIE TAYLOR,- - i i 0

Name:
Race:
Sex:
Height:
Weight:
Build:
Hair:
Complexion:
Eyes,:
Scars & Marks:
Education:

i

i

*
41

iParents:.
t

mum W.i
•»

rt

I8/4/65 t Jonesboro, Louisiana' u 157-3290,0n
I

tSA VINCENT J. HORN, JR. AND
SA ROBERT S* STEWARD/mln 8/4/65.Date dictated’

> by
- 26t i
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Houston, Texas
Father-OLEN SATCHER, SR,
Jonesboro, Louisiana,

!
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8/17/65Date

b6

* 'ELTON:LEE^PATIERSON*. I
Louisiana.. was contacted and he'furnished t

'“following, information; So <Lt4/- S

b7C
't J

* a

PATTERSON advised he is presently a member
of/ the Deacons of Defense and Justice and that he
.was one of/the original founders. He stated that
the Deacons was founded to give the Negroes
protection in the community. This group has as its
objective "Justice for all men no matter what their
color." PATTERSON stated that he was a patrol
leader and as such would be in charge of two or
three cars' of Deacons who would patrol the Jonesboro
Negro areas,to see that no churches or homes were
bombed or burned. He advised that he patrolled these
areas all last winter and that this was stopped a
few months ago. I

* t

PATTERSON stated the dues are $2.00 per
month but he refused to divulge the amount of the
initiation fee. The Deacons do not furnish weapons
to its members although most members own their own
guns and usually keep them in their car or at home.
He advised he owns a .22 caliber rifle and a .22
caliber revolver. He stated the Deacons do not have
a source of weapons nor do they have any cache hidden
anywhere to his knowledge,

PATTERSON was reminded of the dangers of
this group arming illegally and committing illegal
acts,

PATTERSON advised he does not know how
many members are in the Deacons. The most men he
observed at any meeting was between 50 and 75 and
this was approximately three or four months ago.
He advised PERCY LEE BRADFORD is the President,

nuirfi,at

fU)
8/4/65 File 8 NO 157-3290

8/6/65

at Jonesboro, Louisiana
SA ANTHONY AMOROSO, JR.
SA MICHAEL MC DONNELL/mln

On

.Date dictated .by
Tbi* document contain* neither recommendation* nor conelu»ion•"©!

\ your agency; It and it* content* are not to be distributed ouUXde your agency. Xt is the property ot the FBI and 1* loaned to
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HENRY AMOS is the Vice-President and ELMO JACOBS is a
member of the Board of Directors,

PATTERSON stated that to his knowledge
the Deacons of Defense and Justice is a defensive
organization. As such they will defend themselves
or their fellow members to any degree necessary.
The Deacons do not go out looking for trouble, but
will not run from it if and when it comes.

The following description was obtained
through observation and interview:

•: *

ELTON LEE PATTERSONName:
Date of birth:
Place of birth:
Sex:
Race:
Height:
Weight:
Eyes:
Hair:
Social Security:
Drivers License:
Relatives:

b6
Louisiana
Male
Negro
5» 11"
176
Brown
Black

b7C

, La,
Wife-HELENChildren- 4 Two boys
and two girls
1957 Chevrolet, black,
1965 Louisiana license

Automobiles:

1953 Ford, White,
1965 Louisiana license

- 29
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1
8/17/65Date

- *

'ELMO JACOBS, Post Office Box 124, Jonesboro,
Louisiana/ was contacted and he furnished the following
information:

>

6 JACOBS advised he is presently a member
of the Deacons of Defense and Justice (DDJ) and has
.been a member since the organization was formed.
He"As,a member of the Board of/Directors and is
also.on' the committee which is1 allowed to make press
releases/ He advised the prime objective of the
Deacons is to see that everyone, no matter what their
color., <gets Justice. They make inquiries when they
are advised of arrests of their members and they
arrange for attorneys and attempt to see that the
people get a fair t$ial.

JACOBS advised the Deacons do not furnish
weapons to their members, but that the majority of
the members own their own weapons. He advised he
knows of no source of weapons available to the
Deacons. JACOBS advised the organization as such is
a defensive type group and they do not go looking
for trouble, but 'he stated if trouble comes to them
they will protect themselves to any degree necessary.
. JACOBS further stated the organization has

no set dues and -he knows of no fee which must be
paid to get into the organization* He believes there
are 18 to 25 active members in the Jonesboro Chapter.
The Deacons also haye chapters in Bogalusa and Homer,
Louisiana.

e.

The dangers of members illegally arming
themselves and committing illegal acts was brought
to JACOBS ® attention.

The following description was obtained during

mm « >•4B.a • jm *

u
0n _8/5/65 at Jonesboro, Louisiana NO 157-3290File # „ !* « >

K SA MICHAEL M. MC DONNELL and
SA ANTHONY AMOROSO* JR */min 8/8/65Date dictated- 30
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interview and from observation:

ELMO^tjACOBSNegro
Male
5* 9"
172
Brown
Black
March 22, 1917
Muscogee. Oklahoma __ _

“Mechanic at Continental p/W/ A/?-
Can Company,
Hodge, Louisiana, for
past-20 years*
Wife-LOMA LEE JACOBS
38224160
“1 boy, age 9

JACOBS stated that F.-D. KIRPATRICK would
be able to furnish information concerning the
membership as KIRPATRICK is the Secretary.

« i '•i

Name:
Race:
Sex:
Height:
Weight:
Eyes:

-Hair:Date of birth:
Place ofHElr.th:
"Employment:

5

i

J-
i

:

Relatives:
Army Serial No*:
Children:

l fee,
^mu*.

2 &
i-t ttJ-

‘3

i

I

1

«
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8/17/65H Date

The .following investigation was conducted .by SAs
MICHAEL M. MC DONNELL and ANTHONY AMOROSO, JR. at Hodge,
Louisiana:

* i 3 .

I
On August 3, 1965, M. M.> BOONE , Personnel.director ,

Continental Can Company ,' Hodge , Louisiana, furnished the
following information on the below listed individuals who
are members of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, tfhich
information was contained in the files of Continental Can
Company. 4

OTIJ^/MARTINio'iBnmjin i L
^

L Louisiana, b6

employee of Continental Can Company"since 67H743,
and is presently a Tool and Equipment Handler (a) , at the
Hodge Plant. His wife’s name is listed as MARTIEL MARTIN. The
file reflects he served in the U; , /S> Army from 8/9/43, until
6/5/47, Army SerialI

b7Chas been an

L He has Sosi.a.1̂5
. I- ' His date o'f _blrtb Is listed as I

education
^ith”grade. No other information available.

eeuritv

1

ELTON LEE PATTERSON , | |, Louisiana*.
was formerly employed by Continental Can Company from 4/22/55, b6

until 10/8/55. He was rehired 1/9/56, and left 9/1/56. On
both of these occasions PATTERSON was employed as an attendant
at the Advance Service Station which is located in Hodge
and operated by the Continental Can Company. He was again
fbhired 4/19/58 , and he left around April , 1960. The file
reflects PATTERSON was bornI 1, is 5’11”, weighs 185
pounds, has brown eyes, black hair, parents ELLEN and LEROY

graduated from high school , Jonesboro. References
listed as being employed by Continental Can Company are ERICK.
BR00KER, brother-in-law, and HENRY C0TT0NHAM, also a brother-

His Social Security Number is listed as|

b7C

PATTERSON,

in-law.
ELMO JACOBS, Box 124, Jonesboro, Louisiana, is

presently employed as a Boiler M a i n t H e l p e r at the
Hodge Plant. He has been employed at Continental Can Company
since 4/20/64. His date and place of birth f̂cre listed as
3/27/17 at Danville , Louisiana. His Social Security Number
is 434-09-9476. He Served in the U, S. Army from 8/25/42,
until 11/23/45. His wife’s name is listed as LOMIA JACOBS.
He is listed as being 5’9”, 160 pounds, brown eyes, black
hair , parents EDMGN JACOBS and PEARLIE MOORE , education 11th

4'

m+iwm tut

m
On 8/3/65 NO 157-3290

AMOROSO /mnw
Data dictated

at Hodge. Louisiana

8/5/65SAs MICHAEL M. MC DONNELL & ANTHONYby - 32
ThU document contain* neither recommendation* nor conclusion* of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and U loaned to
your agency; it and its content* are not to be distributed outside your agency.*
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-JLBN*iBATCHER JB~ f _
Louisiana,

was employed on and .off from June, 1948, until he was fired
on 11/27/54, During this time he served in the U. S, Army
from 8/2/48, until 8/11/49. The file reflects lie was born

I at JonesbQro...J^ouisJLajia. and he has-Social Security
His wife's name is listed as NELLIE

He is described as being 5*8", 189 pounds, brown

b60
b7Cr*

ptiMber i nmn
ANN CURRY.
eyes, black hair, education two^years Grambling College,
Father OLEN SATCHER, Mother BENNIE DEADWYLER. The file
further reflects he again served in the U. S. Army from
11/1/50, until 10/10/51. References listed in file are
BENNIE BUCHANAN, father-in-law, employed by Continental
Can Company and another relative, FRANK MITCHELL, relation-
ship unknown^ also employed by Continental Can Company.

BfOQNE stated OLEN SATCHER, JR.was terminated by
Continental Can Company on 11/27/54, as a result of complaints
received from other employee's at Continental Can Company
concerning the behavior and actions of SATCHER, The incident
that c'avgsed his dismissal from the plant happened during the
latter part of November, 1954, At this time SATCHER was

b6
1. SATCHER b7C

had been observed [ .
1 This resulted in an investigation and it was determined SATCHER

1 and had also [

1. It was
finally determined SATCHERf

f

i
i 5

- 33
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(U) 4/27/651 Cuivl

Ur. MARION M. BOONE, Personnel Manager, Continental
Can Company, Hodge, Louisiana, supplied the following informa-
tion:

(

s , )

He stated that the.personnel record of XAMESriTHOMAS
contained the following: “ “

THOMAS was -horn on.I
Louisiana, and-he has.â social"Security

_
J¥umber

•rAt the- time of hi©’ employment,^THOMAS listed*his address as.

I. Louisiana, and his wife's.name was.
EVE THOMAS. The file reflects that his father is W.. T-. THOMAS
and* THOMAS' description was listed ^as 5*11"'' tall, 197- pounds in..
weight, brown eyes and black hair. The filtp also reveals that
THOMAS had military service with the U. S..Air Force as^otiDecember 29, 1954. THOMAS was first hired pn July 18, I960,,
as an extra and was subsequently laid off .duet to the <curtailment
of the vrork force on November 10, I960.

1 at< Jonesboro b6
U b7C

t i

i

I

-*
f

i

y \

i

#!**
n, J*'

(U)I
34
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by * SAs,EARL COX & JOHN D. BRADY /mh

et Hodge, Louisiana

4/22/6$.Dots dictated ;¥ 4iI
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There is being set forth a reproduction of the
official identification papers which is carried
by members of the Deacons of Defense and Justice
as furnished by ‘Percy Lee Bradford.
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*

8/5/651

CHARLES jmsIMS,|
identity and official capacity of interviewing Agents.L was advised of the b6

•> ..
b7C

SIMS stated the Deacons for Defense and Justice is an
incorporated organization and has received a charter from the
State of Louisiana. He said National Offices for the Deacons
for Defense and Justice are located at Jonesboro._Loulaiana..»

He statecLXfirst name unknown) BRADFORD is the National President
and,HENRIdAMOS, is the -national Vice-President. Both BRADFORD
and AMOS live in Jonesboro. Louisiana.

SIMS advised that he is the president of the Bogalusa , /r,
Chapter of theJJeacons_for3eifense.and-Justice and .ROYAN/^URRIS,
Bogalusa, Louisiana, is the vice president of the Bogalusa
Chapter..

# 1

SIMS stated the'Deacons for Defense and Justice have
a rule against divulging any information relating to the strength
of membership, the activities of the Deacons for Defense and
Justice, and the ownership of arms kept by the members of this
organization. He said he, therefore, could not furnish any
further information regarding the Deacons for Defense and
Justice and any other information concerning this organization
would have to be obtained from the National Offices in Jonesboro,
Louisiana. He added that for members to give any other infor-
mation would be "like cutting off your nose to spite your face.

, < *

iU)

y 36
8/5/65 at Bogalusa, Louisiana MO 157-3290File #On

ky SAs A. RAYMOND SCTITZER & ALVIN LEE KTNGi.I.lV
' ‘ I . ** * ' .

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusion* of th* FBI. It is the property of the FBI an<I Is loaned to
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18/5/65Date dictated
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8/5/651 ate

ROXAN BURRIS, Proprietor, Burris Barter Shop, East 4th
Street, and in charge of the pickets for the Bogalusa Civic and
Voters League, vas advised of the identity and official capacity
of interviewing Agents.

At the outset of the interview BURRIS was advised that
we wished to talk to him about the organization, Deacons for
Defense and Justice. BURRIS said he would give no information
at all regarding the organization, Deacons for Defense and Justice,
nor would he admit being an officer or member of this organization.
He said any information obtained concerning the organization would
have to be given in the presence of the entire assembly of the
Deacons for Defense and Justice.

BURRIS reiterated that he would provide no information
at all regarding this organization, its officers, members,
activities, purpose or method of operation.

:!:TT1

n r*\1
• n

On S/Vft t Bogalusa, Louisiana NO 157-3290File #

8/5/65ky SAs A.RAYMOND StfITZER & ALVIN LEE KING;jj Dot© dictated
ThU document contain* neither recommendation# nor conclusion# of the FBI. It <•the property of the FBI and i# loaned toyour agency; It and it# content# are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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6/4/651 Date4

1* u
mp£o»ir, '1

,
[..Louisiana,

Bogalusa
_
7oters-League.(B7L)-vorker, telephonically advised

SA FREDERICK J. WALLACE that the Deacons for Defense and Justice
esboro.I Louisiana, vith seven original members,
HHSON is the Regional He_adJfor„.tbe-Deacons

_
for

Defense^and.JusticeHe?stated“that the Bogalusa Chapter of
the Deacons for - Defense \arid Justice vas chartered through the
parent chapter at Jonesboro and that part of the dues collected,

from the members of the Bogalusa Chapter is supposed to go to
the Jonesboro Chapter,

!

b6
:

b7C

originated in
He said 'ERNES!

\

/
J

f

\ U\11

CHARIES^SIMS is financial secretary. for the BVL and.is also*
'head of"the Bogalusa Chapter of the

1 Deacons for Defense ,arid justice• He ;stated that the BVL had
been receiving' nun^rous complaints regarding SIMS' financial
status* He statedpeoplearequestioning vhere he obtains his
money as.he has no visible means -of support and numerous
people have observed him buying-alcoholic beverages in the
surrounding areas of Bogalusa*

t "-Brown advised that1*
,1

r V\o
I

* M f
4> t \J *\ i

// • 1i

\ ' * •. f . i ‘ * ' 1
A

*• ^He stated at the- last executive meeting of the BVL
a motion vas brought before the 'HpeS: to remove SIMS from'his
position in the ,•League> but Z<fYQUNG*

_ President
_
of

_
the-BVL,

managed to table .Che ?motion* BRCWN stated he believes the
BVL is checking the finances handled by SIMS, but .as yet has
not made ;any statement*

j '
i' i

i,/ • .
A

i* -
V,

\ !\
*

i« ! IJ BRCWN further:advised that < ERNEST JOHNSON is presently
in Northern California attempting to raise money for the Jonesboro
area and that tSIMSshas . stated he ^wishes to go back to.Southern
California and' attempt to raise , more money in that area.

I

I -

l?

!

:

i

I

I

:

J

83i

: I

I

, n, : •

at yBogalusa* Louisiana
I A

NO 157-3290File i* roi
\

8A/65[ v
i

SA FREDERICK- .T.XWAT.TAfflCtM .H- Date dictated „
<"} 'T
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(on August 12,,-1065, NO T-l who has/furnished reliable
information In the past advis8d^hat ÂI»BlB^p5AVIS,J_

L Louisiana, is the Treasurer and—acting.
Secretary, for, the Beaenns of Dafense-and-Justice: and that
BIRTRANflWYBi" f l4rand _THEQD0RE
___ |^are members of the

iBogalusaChapter of-,the Deacons_pf_Defense^and-Justice.[According'to NO T-jJthe Deacons of Defense and Justice arej^̂ J
presently trying'to find a place and. date for fire-arms
'practice as in the past this training has been on an individual
basis. He further reported that the present cost of joining
the Deacons of Defense and Justice is $10. and there is a
$2. monthly dues assessment.

I

The organization outlawed automatic rifles but
automatic pistols/are allowed. According to the informant,
the organization has obtained 11-1*8 (not specified as
whether rifles or carbines), along with 30.0 rifles.

On August 10, 1965, the same informant furnished
'the following information concerning Bogalusa Deacons of
Defense and Justice:

H I*"

*

b6
b7CifflU

*

1
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The following is a partial list of members of the
Bogalusa Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ):

- r -imxim rnm-—p——MW îim—w—l \

CHARLES SIMS, President
ROYAN BURRIS, Vice-President
JQ3EPJii(WHIXE. former-Secretary
ANDREW^SMIXH,,LUKE^VARNADO,J

^riLTON^OHNSON

ii

4

XA b6
b7CJJkA

J&RNER, aka JDupp.ie
ŜAM^MRNES

)

LlPrCRAWFCRD
MIZBLL^B.0>

_J^NELSON. aka Candy

.J3I i //
% DTIAEE / 4

f
(

X
JOSEPH WHITE, Negro male, was recently employed

by the Bogalusa Police , Department as a police officer.
WHITE formerly owned or had in his possession a 30.06 rifle.
Upon his employment with the Police Department,

t
the* Bogalusa

DDJ loaned him one of their .38 caliber revolvers until
be obtains one of his own. WHITE, up to his appointment,
was secretary for the Bogalusa DDJ,

It is believed that Bogalusa DDJ does not possess
any machine guns, M-14 rifles, or grenades. CHARLES SIMS has
purchased military surplus arms at Roland’s Store on South
Rampart Street, New Orleans, Louisiana. These purchases are
believed to be 30.06 rifles and side arras. The only other
equipment presently known to be possessed by the Bogalusa
DDJ are walki© talkies.

The Bogalusa DDJ is presently maintaining a
curfew of one-half'hour after Negro rallies in the Negro
community of Bogalusa, Any Negro on the streets after the
curfew is ordered to go to their homes immediately. The
recognition signal when1 approaching DDJ members at night in
a vehicle is to turn the vehicle’s headlights off and on
once. '

*
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Some of the expenses of the Bogalusa >DBJ are
reimbursed by the Bogalusa, Voters League (BVL) and for
this reason CHARLES SIMS was; made financial secretary for
the BVL, . All deposits for the Bogalusa DDJ are made at
the Washington Ban^jmd Trust Company; Bogalusa, Louisiana,
in the name of theHrCourtesy Club. —

It is further believed ,.the only
^
person wj.th an

honorary BBJ membership card is yiRGINIATfBUBTCN, Berkeley.California, and representatiye_ oT^esternJDivlslon-of-Congressof Racial Equality (CORE). ERNEST JOHNSON/ also knownChilly ? president of the Jonesboro DDJ, »is * presently in
Northern California_attemptipg to raise money for theJonesboro DDJ and is staying at BURTON's residence.

o //
Negroes in Plaquemine, Louisiana, recently asked

for help in -forming a Plaquemine Chapter of the DDJ and
on August 1, 1965, CHARLES SIMS and ROYAN BURRIS went to
Plaquemine in order to help in this endeavor.

0

t

i

as

i
i

*

4

Monroe, Louisiana,, and Ferrlday, Louisiana,, have
also requested assistance in forming DDJ chapters.

-*
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On July 15, 1965, NO T-2 advised thatfrBRNEST LNU,
who is alleged to be the Ty.ce President of the Deacons in
Bogalusa, Louisiana, was jjjv̂ Naw''York"tiltv and was reported
to be'living with/ one FNU^KCCHIYAMA, a Chinese female,

-who was photographed as being at MALCOMT'X’ŝ side-immediately
after he was shot in February, 1965. According to th&L'?—informant, ERNEST was in New York trying to talk .to various
militant organizations and to gain some support for the
"Deacons’* in Louisiana. According to the informant, ERNEST
was attempting to raise funds for the Deacons

\
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fD*J 02(R*V.1*25*60) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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August 12, 1965flb.f/

/

Records of the 9

s

be
hie
blD

\
The above information can be made available only

upon the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum directed to|

*

NO 157-3290Qn __ 8/12/65__ ot
Bogalusa, Louisiana File #

8/12/65SA FRANK A. SASS, JR./pm Date dictated•by
43

Thi* document contain® neither recommendations nor conela ®Ion® ot the FBf. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; It and It® contents are not to he distributed outside your agency.
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1

On June 10, 1965, George DocUK Negro male, of
L Homer, Louisiana, an individual active In Civil

Bights activity in the Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, area,
Indicated that a Chapter of the Deacons for Defense,and
Justice had been formed in Homer, Louisiana. Dodd .Indicated
that the organization, exclusively composed of local Negro
males, had originally been formed by Negroes in Bogalusa and
Jonesboro, Louisiana, as a self-protection group. Dodd
continued to explain that the organization was active in
areas where Civil Bights activity had either actually or was
presumed to potentially precipitate violence against Negroes
by local white segregationists.

Mr. Dodd said that the specific purpose of the
group was to arm themselves and to "meet force with force"
in such Instances as local white men employed' force or
"terror tactics" against Negroes, ifr. Dodd was emphatic
in stressing that the organization intended noL aggressive
or violent action against any individual or group, and that
no member of the organization would employ any type of force
unless such action was initiated against him first.

b6
b7C

Mr. Dodd furnished a list of Negro male individuals
who are currently members of gomsjL. LjM*jUjdj*aa Chapter of—.
the organization and the positions they occupy as follows.:gV /)t HS ft '?
George/fDodd Homer. Louisiana .President

],.Louisiana Vice President
Secretary
Financial“secretary
.Treasurer
Member
.Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

IfllfChatman
Joe LEB%ejK'Gi.een

wis
Homer,.Louisiana
Homer,.Louisiana

_Boy/jSmith Homer, Louisiana
JBlll/fPltts „ Momen,-Louisiana
Emexson^Banks Homen,.JL.ouisiana
Grant^Banks JHomer,,JLouisiaria
Naj3oleorj|Green , Homer, Louisiana
Othai^Uewis Homer, Louisiana
Millie,JamesxHorrls JHomer, Louisiana
J&meŝlBennett Homer.,-iouiei&na

b6
b7C
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Mr. Joe Lester Green, Owner, Green's Grocery
Store,. Homer, Louisiana, advised on 'August 3, 1965,
that in addition to the *members of the Homer, Louisiana,
Chapter of the* Deacons for Defense and Justice,, previously
furbished by the President of the organization, George
Dodd, the following persons have now become members:

rt^LewlsJ
i

1) Oth
L Louisiana

k

2) George^fiewis, Jr f
* i \ Louisiana .I'

3) >FredqHayes
Junction . City, Louisiana

b6
4) -BureJqpayesJunctlonCT

b7C
ty, Louisiana

5) Tommy^jford ,A
[T̂ Louisiana.-f

6) elvinTTims
I.'Louisiana

7) Ĵames$3uggs,,
Homer.̂ Louisiana,

8)̂ Fred/Jones
Homer, Louisiana V" V

Green' advised that he, Green, is the finance
secretary of the; organization,, and the organization has
almoat >$100. in the treasury. He stated the organization
has not purchased any weapons of any type and there are
no. plans in .the immediate future to'purchase weapons; He
said the organization does not own any weapons of any kind,.
Although individual members do own various types of hunting
shotguns, and rifles.

- 46 -
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Green advised the organization has not been
active although several of the members have been meeting
each Tuesday night at the Masonic Hall in Homer. He said
there are usually 10 or 12 members in attendance. He
said the group is waiting for someone from the Jonesboro,
Louisiana, Chapter of the Deacons for Defense and Justice
to come to Homer to advise them as to what activity they
are to undertake. He advised that until someone from
Jonesboro explains how the organization works, there will
be no activity of the Homer, Louisiana, chapter.

Sheriff R. W. Wasson, Homer, Louisiana, furnished
the following information on August 3, 1965;

He is familiar with the Negroes who make up
the Homer, Louisiana, Chapter of the Deacons for Defense
and Justice. All of the members are long time residents
of that parish and none of them have a record for violence~
He has no information the organization is gathering fire-arms. He has not seen any activity from the organization
until this time.

i
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The Los Angeles Times, Los Angeles, California ,
dated June 13, 1965, carried a story concerning the Deacons
for Defense and Justice in which the writer stated that
the Deacons claimed that they had machine guns and hand
grenades for use in racial warfare. ERNEST THOMAS, 32, of
Jonesboro, who was described as an official and full-timeorganizer for the Deacons, according to this article, told
newsmen that there were 50 to 55 chapters of the Deacons
in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, and fund-raising
units were being established in San Francisco, New York,
and other large cities.

This article further stated that at Interviews
with members of the Deacons, indications were made that this
group was armed with pistols and rifles, and THOMAS stated,
"We have contacts in Chicago and Houston for automatic
weapons—for .50 caliber and .30 caliber.'* THOMAS additionally
stated that they had machine guns and hand grenades for use in.
racial strife. ,f *

Investigations conducted at Chicago and Houston have
not developed any information that would Indicate that any
large quantity of weapons has been sold to any individuals
or group in the Jonesboro, Bogalusa, or New Orleans area of
Louisiana.

r
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On June 16, 1965, NO T-3 advised that a meeting
of the Fox_and Wolf Hunt Clubwas held„J)gtgpitt Michigan,
on June 13, 1965, at which time R1CHARDTfiENRY. PxeJLWent',

, Indicated that he had recently been in contact with the
"Deacons" at Bogalusa, Louisiana, and had,, been invited by
the "Deacons” to come to Louisiana. According to NO T-3,
HENRY requested the club and the club membership to
contribute funds to defray the cost of his trip, however,
he did not indicate when he contemplated leaving nor was
any decision made by the club regarding defraying the
necessary expenses in this.trip.

I

»

.... f!

HENRY suggested that the club should consider
holding a rally sometime during July to raise funds for
the club and that they could invite representatives from
the ^Deacons" from the Louisiana area as guests and
speakers *at the affairj^̂It is to be noted that the Fox and Wolf Hunt
Club is affiliated with the Revolutionary Action Movement
(RAM)
appendix section of > this report.

%t

I

A characterization of RAM is contained in thea.

i r
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Aw.gn.at 171 X9&5>Date

I U )i

CHARLEY LEE WHITE, Financial Secretary, Deacons
of Defense and., Justice,.was .interviewed ' at his residence
located the I

b6
b7C

]

WHITE stated he did not wish to furnish any
information concerning the Deacons of Defense and Justice
until he had spoken to some of the other members of the
Deacons of Defense and Justice*

The following description was obtained through
observation and interview:

CHARLEY_LEE2§HIX£_
Negro
Male

Name
Race
Sex
Date of Birth
Height r
Weight
Eyes
Hair
Employment

b6
6'-l" b7C
160 pounds
Maroon.
Black
Continental Can Company
since November 29, 1961,
as - a woodhandler*LLIE RING WHITEMother

On 8/3/65 a» Jonesboro. Louisiana File $ NO 157—3290
Special Agent L. STANLEY HARB1S
Special Agent CLARK S. MILLER/mrp

ON and
8/3/65by Date dictated— 15 —TM* document cental** neither recommendation* nor conclusion* of the FBI- It i* the property of the FBI and is loaned toyour agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency•
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• personal and mixed proporty, to sorrow money, to issuo, nogotiato,
H

soli and plodgo ovidonccs of indebtedness and to secure same by

doodss.of trust’ or mortgage, of both tho whole or any part

and to receive, colloct and
plodgos,
of the property of this corporation;

. <i- -
pay out nonoy Tor* tho accomplishment -o£ its corporate, purposes*

%

a
"OFFICERS"ARTICLE IX.E t

X *
Tho Soard of Directors shall cloct the following officers:

tho Board of Diroctors, a Vice-A Prosidont, who shall bo chairman of *

Prosidont, who shall bo Vico-Cr.air$aan of the Board of Directors, a

Tho board shall rogulatoand collect duosSecrotary and a Treasurer.
from all.monborc according to its by-laws made for said purpose.

f

The Board of Diroctors may create new offices and regulate tno duties

of the offloors as it nay doom advisable. The first officers are;

OFFICEHAKE

President1. Porcy Leo Bradford
•i

• r
. 2.’ Earnost Thomas Vice-President

<1 *? -TC t.** .

Secrotaryr

3. Charlie Whito <SV1-a * v -3* • ^Treasurer*̂
4£ Cosotta^Jackoo^o r ® *s

*.
o

5. *‘Xr- *C

3&n r>£ ARTICLE X.
^ 0 ;

; Tho Bo£rd ofg)i£c<$ors shall havo; Jcnof pouor^t> « smako,- amend

ov£rn tnis coroora'tidribproMi£od they aro in
o c. i: jrj £j\r

accordance with and docnot̂ -oonflict witn fcnooo^articles.« 0 /0 '~
r:r 7]j . *

said IncorpQhatorsthave hereunto *

j. f-; ? ’ '

.
::

aignedathoir nam§s at Xonroo/ Louisiana, in -tho prpojnce^dfCO f C i: .- > j .j
Barbara L. Share . eand Geraldine V/illi'ams,^:legal* andjeompetent

1 rrfv/—— — *3 r—
^

~ TT-r*-* .» » _ i

r'an^'me’’,rsTrl&So:tory—Public

o' 74* •*> » %
<;•H f>4T- •>O l- 58s co 1 •>4 v-# ?*»*

f/" "O A
<4.;

“ o
an<£>replace by-^Sws to^i;

«

•i
0

k xn -j f

o njO
Hi TESgl^OUY ^vHSREO? J

v
-\

on,.tnis, the 5thday of March,-> I—?,, ra.' I »1*—wrj —
/LI? .'..?NE " S

-—S-z-iri-.C •bv' y.IT—

r'U.HCl Lat, BRADFORD ’

\
e.Bradford

/ftV.

•_/g/ Barbara L.-Sharn
v*

/ *-
ft /. Wi jams

wAi<.\wi>r TiiOMAS
Zl/ sirno Jacobs

iiU.U JACA Ŝ

—»s/^p.r.Uaj ôsa.OhAELIB WniTE

s/ James Sharp.
NOTARY PUBLIC

Jr.
V

Cl*\ *
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u
aro accoptod as members by a majority of tho members of this

corporation presont and voting at a regular mooting. •»

DIRECT.,as”IIARTICLE VII• ' RD w\“

Tho affairs of this corporation shall oe managed by a
'Board of Directors'consisting or fivo Vi) members of this corpor-
ation from tho time of Incorporation until said number is changed

• m

by an amondmont to tho article or by-laws of this corporation and

the following shall constitute tho first Board of Directors:

P.0. Box 95, Jonesboro, Louisiana

P. Q.Box 2*92, Jonesboro, Louisiana

?.0. Box 733» Jonesboro, Louisiana

1. Percy Loo Bradford

2. Lamest Thomas

3. Charlio^Whito/ ,3 -y/
2|. Cosotta Jackson

i/

Elmo Jacobs

General Bolivory, Jonosboro, Louisiana

P. J. Box 121;, Jonosboro, Louisiana'5.
Tho qualification, sorm of offico, manner of election,

compensation, powors and duties of -the..diroctors, tho tirno and
w

placo and manner of calling, giving notice and of conducting directors
•»

mootings and number of directors which shall constitute a quorum, '.

shall bo proscribed by tho by-laws. 1
ARTICLE VII. "PDlv'JaR AND CAPACITY1'

« This corporation shall have tno capacity to act possossod

by natural person and shall have authority to perform thoso acts

which aro nocoscary and proper to accomplish tho purposes expressed

or impliod in thoso articles or that may b© incidontal thoroto and

shall have all tho power, autatrity
_
srwj.Apjapacity of a nonprofit

m *

15pt??**** 1-9 5 0, _
*!

property in trust as provided'"by'~iawi""00'sue'and'b'O'suod'in'tho'i
corporate namo, to make and U30 a corporate soal, to hold, purchase,’

loose, mortgage, sell and rccoivo oy donation or othorwiso, real,

4

—p r o v i d e :

P^̂^X̂hall^vo tho power and .

n r-
iU-i.m

y < < *. >1 - V,St<.- - » ' V

^-v - 'V*-- 1

!»

7
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** r
d tho obligation and dutiog

of tho community to the citizen: To farther instruct, toacn,
and educate said persons’ in the v..luc of economic security and in

the offoctivo use of their spending t v-cr; to inspire in said persona

.ovo^op leadership. This corpor- 1

the defonso

of tho civil rights, property rights and porsonal rights of said
*

peoplo and will defend said rights by any and all honorable and

legal means to tho end that jus .o
a

ation may establish chapters and conduct its business at any plaoo
1 jr

in this State ana elsewhere as permitted by law.

dutios of tho oitizen to tho communit .•'i o—<*» »» *

train

'•U

a sense of responsibility and to

ation has for its further purpe^ .̂ .̂ and is dedicated to,

be obt;
_ ned. This corpor-

"DURATION"ARTICLE III.
This corporation shall «njoy corpora -o oxistonco for a

M I

period of ninety-nino (99 ) years from date hereof.
ARTICLE IV. "REGISTERED OFFICE"

‘ The location and post offico address of its registered

office shall bo: Amos Servico Station, ( roar ) , Boaoh Spring Road,
Drawer D, Jonesboro, Louisiana.

V% a

ARTICLE V . "RaCISTERED AGENTS"
The full namos and post offico addresses of its registered

-t

agents are:
Earnost Thomas, v. J* BOX U7B, v ^nesboro, Louisiana,

Sox 124, Jo-
_ ;boro, Louisiana,

1.
2. Elmo Jacobs, ?. 'J •

fitU Cl ANIZATION'a VI , OF
^ - 1 stockia~cor' ra Vfc.

V f.
.u-

of .membership.*

signod ib^r?oratora'’and.all:#rson3,Woi.iaf.^.wno,appl^for
y aro dedicated to the

11 legal moans those

The*
f

s* 1

I

membership and satisfactory show that

proposition of protoeting through

rights granted by.appropriate I

States of America and particularly members of

*“ V\ #> »

any -ad

to 1 ^ aciaens of tho Unitea

minority groups and
A

1*A* 4\
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fmm. BUREAU cf NfiSiuvsa
U. S. KPAKTMDIT OF JUSTICECOMMUNICATIONS SECTlOri

Mr. TolsoruMr. JBcImon'

\ >

Mr. Mohr
Mr. DoLoachMr. Casper
Mr. CallahanI Mr. CcoradMr. Fel! Mr. Gal

Mr. Eos __
Mr. SallivaaMr. TaveL

_
:Mr. TrotterTele. RoomMiss HolmesMiss Gaady.

f AUG M.J965
TE ŝfafPE

i

fi

1

FBI WASH DC
l

i

I

FBI SANANTONL
‘ (<

X

615 . PM/CST 8/ 19/65 . URGENT LAL
t

>\ 3 » * »-*V I

TO D ECTOR < 157-2466)
f * > * « - I K

FROM SAN ANTONIO < 157-413)\ i /%. - - .» • f « i

e>
THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS - RM- 1 1

> *
i

!
RE SAN ANTONIO AIRTEL AUGUST NINE LAST.. • e i '!» > -. s- ^ALLEN R. HAMILTON, CHIEF OF SECURITY AND TRAFFIC, UNIVERSITY1 ‘ * * '•* 1 - - s ~ » t - ,* « „« * k *» m

OF TEXAS, AUSTIN, TEXAS, ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT UNIDENTIFIEDf * d» *» - , i ' • -5 ;• *•» - *f- '1 l - l 4- t n :

INDIVIDUAL PLACED A LARGE NUMBER OF PLACARDS AT VARIOUS POINTS ON**! I 5 * • *- J * 9* • * 1
4 *

UNIVERSITY CAMPUS, WHICH PLACARDS READ AS FOLLOWS** •• '* * *1 l * * 4 4 « K )
4 t

COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS PRESENTS: MARK KLEIN SPEAKING ON•l “ - -d , * - • = ** - -< -** * - *i 4 *

ARMED SELF DEFENSE, THE NEXT STAGE IN THE NEGRO STRUGGLE.

* *

<•

i

* d

(QUOTE THE
tft

*
1*

UNIVERSITY- I *i* f “ ft» -Tf t

YMCA, THURSDAY, AUGUST NINETEEN, EIGHT P.M, . ' s < - Z . • *a

PD IN AUSTIN AWARE OF MEETING.
H / k t - I

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED.

ADMISSION FREE. UNQUOTE•,
*• .s • *S f >J t >lI

MATTER BEING FOLLOWED AND \
i \ t i

f

• /?7-<? - 7 ^-LHM FOLLOWS
i

END;

{

U *8 AUG 23 1965WA
f•>

ii !

FBI WASH DCl
•4

i

TU CLR -P
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED" U;
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED JU
DATE

t
I

5 3 AUG^D 1965
l
i

*
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1WNBK*AUG 201965 M
TELETYPE I

\
' ft Mr. Tokoa-Mr. Belmont

Mr. M^hr*—Mr, DeLoach—_
Mr. Casper
Mr. Callahan***—.

Mr. Conrad
Mr. F<Jt
Mr. Gale.*—

»•*« -’aMr

Mr.
Mr/lullivarut̂ l
Mr.
Mr. tier,

FBI WASH DC Tele. Room—Miss Holmes.
Miss Gandy.,

FBI SAMNTON

102;

TO I

PM 8/19/65 URGENT JEH

/ DIRECTOR /157-2466/

GROM SAN ANTONIO /157-413/

THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS. RACIAL MATTER.
RE SAN ANTONIO TEL TODAY.
MEETING HELD AS SCHEDULED, NO INCIDENTS, NO ARRESTS, LHM FOLLOWS.

END AND ACK PLS.
WA JXM>• •

0..#.FBI WASH DC
AUG 23 T9b518CLRP

SKIS"4
*“ 50 I

MGtom
H - * MJUT ru

* *

*
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Mr. Belmont
Mr. Mohr
Mr. DeLoach

r
'Mr. Caspar
Mr. Callahan
Mr. Conrad*

Mr. Felt~
Mr. Gale.*,

Mr. Fo$en
Mr. •Sullivap^c T̂
Mr. TavelJ^Mr. Trotter
Tele. Boom

Mias Gattdy_ *

w

tt t=*taf0w>» it >-4m-fc; -t ""

F B li «
' 4

Date: Aug. 20, 1965

Transmit the following in
(Type in plain text or code )

A1RTELff (Priority or Method of Mailing )

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)

SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413)

?TO:Htvf/ « FROM:/
£ 0

RE: THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS!
RM

Re San Antonio teletype dated 8/19/65.
Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies of LHM ^n

captioned matter suitable for dissemination. ^
/

i r
CJ

^ Copies of the LHM have been disseminated locally to OSI,
ONI, 112t*H INTC'and two copies to Secret Service.

, *.i

The Special Agent at Austin, Texas, who received the in-formationfrom HAMILTON, as set out in attached LHM, is JAMES C.
KENNEDY: j§>r

rcn-j
' W r 52

f '/LEADS

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION
Is.

At Austin, Texas
OB AUG 24 1965

Will follow and report the results-o!the meeting scheduled
at the University YMCA, August 19, 19*35* . ^

,4***te

j / ccjC /r*t & ASo yii/ t

n.c. wi<* - '

(2 Bureau (Enc. 8)
6 San Antonio
JJC:JMW

AGENCY: ACS!, ONI, OSXjSEC. SSfcj
DEFT: ISD^CR^ agftfi .

DATE FOE?/:.
HOW FORW: ,,

BY:(9) LHM *1 <ft. cc 11 i .
ice & cc
808 .RB

firpMoueda

sEJOIB^ W /. ALUNFORMATIOM CQNTAJMEDHEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED^1 ~
f < DATE -7- / 7-^RY SP/ PC/P'A <fe
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*ED STATES DEPA£T*{ENT 01
F E D E R A L B U R E A U O F I N V E S T I G A T I O N

San Antonio, Texas
August 20, 1965

STICE

In Reply•Please Refer to
File No.

THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS

On August 19, 1965, ALLEN R, HAMILTON, Chief of Security
and Traffic, University of Texas, Austin, Texas, advised a Special Agent of
the T^BI at Austin, Texas, that an unidentified individual had placed a large
number of placards at various points on the university,campus some time
around 3:00 P„ M., August 19, 1965. HAMILTON stated the placards were
removed upon being discovered.

HAMILTON stated the placards aro^described as 14" x 24" and read
as follows:

"The Committee to aid the Deacons present: MA
speaking on armed self -defense, the next stage iff the Negro
struggle, University YMCA, Thursday, August 19, 8:00 P.M.,
admission free."

LEIN

On August 8, 1965, K^E^N described "The Deacons" as an armed
Negro self -defense group."

HAMILTON stated that the Austin Police Department, as well as the
Department of Public Safety, have been informed regarding these placards and
the proposed meeting scheduled at the University YMCA, August 19, 1965,
at 8:00 P. M.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI, it is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its
contents are not to be distribute outside your agency.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED,
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 7-/7.sa

/S'7-7 y'C 6-
ENCLOSURE . .
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Date: 8/21/65 • ir

Transmit the following in
(Type in plain text or eode )

A 1 r in a i TA 1 r t e 1Via .
(Priority or Method of Mailing )

L

!

Director, FBI (157-2466)TO
f

i

f SAC, Albany (157-163) RUC

QDEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
H.mL i vAJ yf ^^ ^ .*

RACIAL HATTERS

FROM/>
*4

RE
AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
TrnTF -7- /7-fc.. SN -SELfckh

St- *• Ej

00: New Orleans (hf

X
Re San Antonio airtel to Bureau 8/9/65.%<s

Following information made available on 8/19/65, by
Mrs. BERNETIA CRONK, Registrars Office, Cornell University,
Ithaca, New York: ,

b

MARK LEEffKLEIN, bornj
_

|, Brooklyn, New York,
ollege of Arts and 'Sciences in‘the Fall of

He was admitted from Erasmus Hall High School, Brook-
iregistered in the

1962.
lyn, New York. Residence at that time was
l 1 Brooklyn. Current address is noted as

I New York. Parent or guardian is
identified as JACK KLEIN of Brooklyn, New York.

U^-'XJLZ - &... A**xtr
ijfec, ff+ fiwtrTerv' r- * v SJC V/~' r«

t

b6

I " b7C' H

yfr-//3 /
Bureau (RM)

3 - San Antonio (Encl.l) (RM)
2 - New Orleans (157-3290) (RM)
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Records of the Proctor , Cornell University, made
available on 8/19/65 by LOWELL GEORGE, reveal MARK KLEIN
was placed on disciplinary probation on 5/26/65, for the
duration of the academic year by the Committee on Student
Conduct. This action was the result of KLEIN1s demonstra-
tion, along with 63 other students, on 5/17/65, at Barton
Hall, Cornell University, of the ROTC Presidential Review.
Stated purpose of the demonstration, according to the Proctor,
was to protest the ROTC as an arm of the government for
propagandists subversion of the free education essential
for the democratic process in the U. S. and as an arm of the
U. S. military policy.

I

Albany indices show "KLEIN is a member of the
"Young Socialist League, Cornell University," and the "Ad
Hoc Committee on Viet Nam at Cornell". Proctor GEORGE char-
acterized the YSL at Cornell, according to their own published
pamphlets^ as "a political group organized around the view-
point that the problems lacing the world will be solved only
through socialism, the transfer of economical and political
power to the working class, and in basic opposition to capi-
talism and communism". GEORGE characterized the Ad Hoc
Committee as a student group organized in the Spring of 1965,
for the purpose of protesting U. S. intervention in Viet Nam.
They have sponsored demonstrations on and off the campus, and
KLEIN has been active in these demonstrations.

Photo of KLEIN, taken :from the University yearbook,
is enclosed to assist San Antonio in identifying this indi-
vidual.
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DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) DATE: 8/23/651

SAC, M0BIU3 (157-1017) (RUC)

n.EACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC

( 00: New Orleans )

akaSUBJECT: ;
RM i

Reference Is made to .Bureau alrtel, 7/19/65.
Investigation has been conducted In ' the Mobile

Division consisting of contact with racial informants and
sources, Negro liaison sources, logical criminal Informants
and appropriate law enforcement officials. No information
has beencfeveloped which would Indicate the existence of
any chapter of subject organization in this Division.

Inasmuch as all of the contacts made are negative,
no report is being submitted but the negative contacts are
reflected In the Mobile file.

Mobile Agents have all been alerted to the
possible formation of subject group in this Division and
if any such information Is received, It will be promptly
brought to the attention of the Bureau and New Orleans.
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Date:8/14/65
Transmit the following in

A (Typt in plaintext ot cede )

AIRTEL AIR MAILVia
(Priority )

LH I
t TO: DIRECTOR, FBI) >

/

fAf

SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-5290)FROM:

y&/ \

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
tRM

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a
letterhead memorandum captioned "EARNEST THOMAS, JONESBORO,x.
LOUISIANA," Copies of this LEM being furnished to Chicagot /h I
Detroit, and New York for information, ‘J/j /

Cojies of this LHM are being disseminated to ICG
and Secret Service, New Orleans.

r

I iin

(AA/Q ' <
047 to,

Copy V¥.v

^INFORMATION CONTAINE
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED (0

(3 - Bureau (Enclfg? 8) ^ATE-.7'.<?-> BY
1 - Chicago (15
1 - Detroit (^1 - New York
2 - New Orleans
RDW:sab

i

J)y

i;

te397)(Enel. 1)(Info)
7-835)(Enel. 1)(Info)
57-927)(Enel. 1)(Info)

AT?(8) REC- 32AGENCY! ACSI, ONI,OSIjSKC,8ER.J
DEPT:mDATE FORW:.

A HOWJFORW:.
-BY;

hS
;JAUG 21 1965

Tr/_n̂ t(Q'
* x » |./MHMa '* « A.9I*' k * csCVJ r*»

-4ce«&-cc-LHM80S RB />/
Approve^: M PetSent

ial Agent - in Charge
i; 1 70SEP 2 «



ECLA3SIFITATXQH AUTHORITY DERIVEC ERCM ;
Ab6UTCMATIC DECL-ASSIFICATICM CUICSI

hlC]BY:DATE 08-22-2018
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In Reply* Please Refer to
File No. (U)

New Orleans, Lcuisiana
August 14, 19$5
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pi: EARNEST THOMAS

JONESBORO, LOUISIANA'ST|
' » '

The following information has been obtained fromthe files of the New Orleans Office in connection with variouscivil rights and racial investigations which have beenconducted:

0n AuSust 7» 1964,fEarnestXfhomas, his wif© Eva^.Mae/Thomas, and six children were evicted from the low renthousing unit, Jonesboro Housing Authority, Jonesboro, Louisiana,for non-payment of rent. —~

• b6
b7Cy*

On January 1 and 4, 1985, Earnest Thomas was oneof a group of Negro civil rights workers who entered theM & D Restaurant, Jonesboro, requesting service. They hrereshown to a separate room with curtains drawn over the windowsand a folding-type door closed the area where they, sat fromthe rest of the restaurant.

f v

The original prices which wereon the menu had been considerably raised and the Nej|rO groupordered and received the food they ordered and paid for itaccording to the priced indicated.
On January 2 and 4, 1965, Earnest Thomas was witha group who entered Nomey’s Grill, Jonesboro, and was Refusedin the grill and was refused accommodations in the motel.
On January 2, 1965, Thomas and others entered theBlue Grill, Jonesboro, and were refused service.
On January 3 and 4, Thomas and a group attemptedto obtain tickets to the downstairs area of the PalaceTheater,' Jonesboro, but were refused.

CLASS..& EXTXBY
REASON - FCIM li
DATE OF REVIEW
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KA2SNEST TOOS&g

(U)
On January 4, 1865, Thomas and a group enteredGuy’s Cafe, Jonesboro, and were refused service in theabsence of the owner who later stated her policy was; toserve all customers regardless of race and color.
On January 5, 1965, the Deacons of Defense andJustice (DDJ) was reported to be organized and, EarnestThomas was reported to serve this organization as a groupleader.
On JanuaryvJ^7~19657-Earhest,Thomas was presentat the arrest , of LeeT^Silbqrt, Negro, at the Minute Spot,Jonesboro, a Negro cafe in;Jonesboro, Gilbert was arrestedon a charge of displaying a dangerous weapon (shotgun) inpublic and intoxication. Gilbert later plead guilty to thischarge.
On February, 21, 1965, Earnest Thomas appeared at ’a meeting of Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) workers andNegro leaders at Bogalusa, Louisiana, to discuss organizationof the DDJ at Bogalusa.

-s *
On March 5, 1965, a charter was granted to the DDJat Monroe, Louisiana, reflecting Earnest Thomas as vice president *of this organization, registered agent, and member of theboaTd of directors.
On March 11, 1965, Earnest Thomas was arrestedand charged with resisting arrest and threatening a policeofficer at Jonesboro, Louisiana. This arrest was occasionedduring a road block imposed on the Negro quarter of Jonesboroby the Jackson Parish Sheriff's Office during Negro demonstrationsat Jackson High School, Jonesboro. Thomas was arrested forattempting to pass the road block and for threatening one oftie deputy sheriffs.
On March 20, 1965, Chief Deputy Sheriff JamesVan Beasley advised his office had been aware of the DDJorganization at Jonesboro for the past six months. Hestated it was noted by members of his office that EarnestThomas accompanied demonstrators and those who marched onpicket lines along with other Negro leaders known to them.

2
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On April 21, 1965, Barest Thomas was contact, t uy
Hayward C. Quarles, Justice of the Peace, Jonesboro, wh<>
stated he desired to talk to Thomas and mentioned the possi-bility of a subpoena. Thomas ,agreed to meet Quarles at
City Hall after refusing to meet him at his office or the
sheriffs office. Thomas advised he went alone to this
meeting and was surprised to find that Quarles had Mayor
L. O. Tate, Sheriff Newt T. Loo, and Chief of Police Adrian G.
Peevy sat in on the meeting, although Quarles was the principal
spokesman. Thomas related a general discussion of the racial
situation in Jonesboro was had,, and he was cautioned by
Quarles against the patrols by members of DDJ in the Negro
section and against any preparation to defend with weapons
in Negroes* homes against attack or invasion from outsiders.
Thomas informed he told the Justice of the Peace, Mayor,
Sheriff, and Chief of Police that there had been armed
patrols in the Negro section and they were necessary because
of failure of law, enforcement to keep klan parade and cross
burnings out of the Negro section and because of a lack of
confidence in law enforcement by the Negroes. He said he
pointed out in July, 1964, the Jonesboro Police Department
led the klan parade through the Negro section of Jonesboro
and the Sheriff *s Office led the klan parade through the
Negro section of the neighboring town of Hodge. He said
the Sheriff had claimed he was unable to control the large
number of klansmen and prevent the parade through the Negro
section, and Thomas replied to him that it was for that
reason that the Negroes found it necessary to arm themselves
and help prevent that type of invasion from the klan-typegroups.
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Thomas claimed the DDJ was never meant to be anything
other than defensive to prevent klan groups and others from
invading the Negro section and perpetrating lawlessness on the
Negroes. He said their weapons wore of the type most commonly
used in homes in the area *

»

*

3
I

I

i



1

#f
EARNEST THOMAS

• U)

On July 2, 1965, according to th® newspaper St&tes-Item of New Orleans, Louisiana, on that date, Earnest Tli& âswas a speaker at %he annual convention of CORE at Durham,.North.Carolina, and that Thomas was;,one, of, the speakers AfTalong with Jame^^armer,^ennetl^,r‘na Bla'ck~MusTim l̂oE'acrH“from Durham, and Bayardffiustin or'New York City who organisedthe civil rights march on Washington in 1963, It was reportedthat Thomas in his speech attacked the idea of non-violence..He said the Deacons was created to inform the klan thatNegroes on the whole are not non-violent. Thomas was supportedin this attitude by another speaker̂, Dr. Lonnie X, a BlackMuslim minister of Washington, D.C., who also spoke, sayingMIt is better to spend 30 seconds in the glory of manhoodthan a 1,000 years in the news.**

A characterization of the Nation of Islam is attachedhereto in the appendix section.
On July 15, 1965, information was received that oneEarnest (Last Name Unknown) who is vice president of DDJ inBogalusa, Louisiana, on July 9, 1965, wasin New York City/ at the Hotel Theresa and was reported to be trying to talkto various militant organizations and to gain support for theA white male and a white female often

DDJ in Louisiana,
accompanied Earnest.

On August 12, 1965, Mrs. Edna Zuber, Credit Bureauof Jonesboro, advised her files reflected that'Earnest Thomashas a credit record since 1961 and that Thomas has two Judgmentsentered in July of 1961 in the amounts of $2,458.80 and$155.09 and that he has an unsatisfactory account at agrocery store, owing a balance of $50. He is self-employedis wife is Eva Mae and in 1961 he wasas a bricklayer.
27 years jt age.

/

J/ 28,. 1965, the Chicago Office'o'f^tEo FBIadvised that Max̂ Stanford,̂ one of the- leaders of the RevolutionaryAction Movement!.(RAM). a’characterization of .which is attached'- cin the appendix section, mentioned in a letter as follows;

*4 J
On Ju

"Get anybody and everybody to send hv noatai orother money order to EarnestrThomhs,|Louisiana. The brothers need bread.'v7 ft was further advised b6he Fox, and.Wolf sHunt Club
enyy, 13341 Livernois,

that at a meeting June 6-, 1965, oftnat at a meeting June 6-, i960, of ti(FWHC) in the office 6f Richard Bp^fen^y, 13341 Livernois,Detroit, Michigan, Henry showed newspaper clipping pf the )Sunday edition of the DotroJ^
v’F^̂ Fres^da,to1ined Bogalusa,(g£^(U)

UAL (U) 4 t
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Louisiana, referring to the DDJ and relating that Earnest
Thomas of Jonesboro, Louisiana,|
and full-time organizer of the DDJ said that the organization
had 50 to 55 chapters in various stages of organization in
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama. The article stated that (
Thomas declined to discuss the number of members inVthe 9
organization, but outsiders have guests from.5,QQO^o T57S00.v
The newspaper continued that Thomas visi^ejô in-BogalUsa^* -̂— -Louisiana, Friday, in> the wake of the murder of O'NeaiKMoore,
one of Washington'Parish's first Negro deputy sheriffs.
He was interviewed in’the home of Roberj^Hicks, a Bogalusa

1 A tj 1&* *1^. Negro leader, whose home has become heiulquarters of the— Bogalusa Civil Rights movement. The article noted that
Richard Haley of New Orleans, Southern Director for CORE,
participated in the interview and noted that CORE and the DDJ
are on friendly terms. The article noted that Haley stated
CORE discovered that its members in Jonesboro were safer
with the DDJ around. It related that Thomas hopes to standardize
weapons to effect further savings. He prefers the .30 Army
carbine and

b7C
I, the vice president

.30 Army pistols, and noted that some members
have .30 carbine that fire rounds like a machine gun, although
most members now use shotguns. The article stated that Thomas
and Haley, stated great concern that the DDJ may be painted
as progressive and trigger happy, Thomas said they were
organized strictly for defense and they were highly disci-plined and that one of their main purposes is to protect
civil rights workers and volunteers participating in civil
rights activities. He noted a person knowingly exposes himself
to violence when he walks a picket litiej§<^(|j)

Richard Henry suggested tl members of the FWHC
go to Louisiana to see what the DDJ is all about and said
he would try to contact J>erey Lee Bradford or Earnest Thomas
of the DDJ by telephone,^<J

¥
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The following descriptiof Thomas was obtaisud
by personal observation and interview:

Negro
Male

Race
Sex
Birth data

i

at
Jonesboro, Louisiana
5' 11"
211 pounds
Brown
Black
J" scar above left side of
mouth; scar on left nostril
Married, wife - Eva Mae Thomas,
7 children ,
General DeliveryJonesboro,
Louisiana

\

b6
hlCHeight

Weight
Eyes
Hair
Scars and marks

1

i

?

Marital status
i

Residence

Social Security No.[
Employment
Education

Self-employed brick mason
llth grade at Jackson High
School, Jonesboro, Louisiana
U. S. Air .Force. TT. g. Air
Force No.

. Discharge

Military service
Undesirable
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NATION" OF ISLAM, formerly
referred to as the Muslim
Cult of Islam, also known as
Muhammad ?s Temples of Islam

NATION OF ISLAM

In January, 1957, a source advised Elijah Muhammad
has described his organization on a nationwide basis as the
"Nation of Islam"(NOI) and "Muhammadfs Temples of Islam".

» 1 ~ . ,

On May 8, 1964, a second source advised Elijah
Muhammad is the national leader of the NOI;. Muhammad's Temple
of Islam No. 2, 5335 South Greenwood Avenue, Chicago, .Illinois,
is the national headquarters of the NOI; and in mid-1960,Muhammad and other NOI officilas, when referring to Muhammad'sorganization on a nationwide basis, commenced using either
"Mosque" or "Temple" when mentioning one of "Muhammad’s Temples
of Islam."

The NOI is ah all-Negro organization which was
originally organized^ in 1930, ip Detroit, Michigan. Muhammad
claims to have been selected by Allah, the Supreme Being,to lead the so-called Negro race out of salvery in the wilderness
of

^
North America by establishing an independent black nation in

the United States. Members following Muhammad’s teachings.and
his interpretation of the "Koran" believe there is no such thing
as a Negro; that t̂he so-called Negroes are slaves of the white ,
race,.referred to as "white d&vils," in the United States; and- that the white race, because of its exploitation of the so-calledNegroes, must and will be destroyed in the approaching "War of
Armageddon."

In the past, officials and members of the NOI,
including Muhammad, have refused to register under the provisions
of the Selective Service Acts and have declared that members
owe no allegiance to the United States.
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On May 5, 1958, the first source advised Muhammad
had, upon advice of legal counsel, tempered his personal
statements and instructions to.his ministers concerning the
principles of his organization in order to avoid possible
prosecution by the United States Government; however, he did
not indicate any fundamental changes in the teachings of his
organization.

I

i

On May 7, 1964, a third source advised Muhammad
had, early in July, 1958, decided to de-emphasize the religious
aspects of the .teachings of Islam and to stress the economic
benefits to be derived by those Negroes who joined the NOI.
This policy change, according, to Muhammad, would help him
acquire, additional followers and create more interest in his
programs.
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i. IUNITED STATES'-DEPABTMEftT OF ĴUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1»Reply, Pleas* Refer to
File No. San Antonio, Texas

August 20, -1963
The^ Committee to Aid the Deacons1* 1

Lieutenant BERT GERDING, Austin Police Department,
CID, advised the' scheduled meeting of the Committee to Aid
the Deacons was begun at 8 p.m. at the University YMCA, Austin,
Texas, on August 19, 1965, with approximately thirty people
present. This group was predominately white and only one
Negro girl who'is a student at the University of Texas was
present.

A '
x nt^raber of the Students for a Democratic

* Society, introduced .MARre&LEIN as program speaker.PA a n r<?/^r
From 8 p.m. to approximately 9 p*m, KLEIN voiced

Communistic propaganda and read from numerous books their
contents all favorable to Communism. KLEIN also advocated
that Negroes should all arm themselves, and organize into
groups who could then protect themselves against the Ku Klux
Klan, racists, and law enforcement officers who attack
peaceful demonstrations. N«7.

KLEIN specfically recommended that each Negro in
additioh to having the necessary firearms to defend his home,
should have a loaded rifle and pistol in his car at all times
and be ready "to defend the Negroes."

t

Following KLEIN's address, approximately one hour
question and answer period followed. During this time,.KLEIN
was "hard put" to Justify his position that armed deacoris ^o?defense and Justice would not lead to positive open clashes
between whites and Negroes* During this session, KLEIN
defined his personal position , as a "revolutionary socialist.** *

The meeting was adjourned Just prior to 10 p.m.,
in order that KLEIN- could watch the 10 p.m.TV news and
determine if the meeting was on local television.

I

There were no incidents and no arrests were made;

ir?-* H- 1ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED PROPERTY OP THE FBI

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ADATE 7> /^ h) RY FBI- u is the property°{ the
0 7f)VSl and is loaned to your agency; it

and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

$
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The Committee to Aid, the Deacons!
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Texas Department of Public Safety Intelligence
Officer OTIS KLAR advised4 that ir^ addition to PAULPlPKIN
there were ' four other members|of the Students for ^Democratic
Society present* ' >

V r i J

t»
I

1 i* -i i i f tI ;t ii 3 i

EpWlN B^PRXCE, Director _of_
JS_tudent_-Activities.

Office .ofj?tudept~ Llfe,_UniversYty~of--Texas. informed that
the Commltteerto Aid >thes Deacons was not an approved University
of ^ Texas/eampus organization,

// Mr, a^gRICEA-Dean of Student Life-Office*, who is
in 9harge of campus organizations, uhlversityof Texas^Austin.
Texarsj on November 2^ , 1964, advised:
* — i * J

.
«_ ” , ' ! 1 ; 1

: . .
Students fort.a Democratic Society is ;an approved

organization of the* University of Texas campus. He described
it as "a ipolitiqal study and - jpction organization. The
purpose of ' the, organization is to work toward a more democratic
society;^ He described it as "an educational and social action
organization that seeks to promote the active participation
of students' toward construction of a social order that , is free
from poverty > ignorance, war> exploitations, and: inhumanity of
rnani to man, ?’ ' . - J - 1 J '

. ’ ' ' 1 . ‘
Mr, PRICE stated membership is open to students,

faculty, and others who share the commitments of the organization
to democracy as a means and as a social goal.
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Date: 8/20/65

/Transmit the following in Mil( Type in plaintext or code )fJi5 AIRTEL
( Priority )

-Ji
r , /i DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413) /
o

THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS
A?;?_ a

TOr
M FROM:

V RE:
RM

Transmitted herewith are eight copies of LHM ( J
reflecting results of the meeting held at Austin, Texasp
at 8 p.m. on 8/19/65 at the University YMCA, Austin, Texas.

One copy each is being disseminated locally
OSI, ONI, 112th INTO, and two to Secret Service.
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8/25/65Date:cTransmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code )

ATRTET.Via
(Priority)

l i e s -L

' nt-* -*?* \SdfVSDIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)
^

SAC, Jackson (157-3465) (P)\:JIP f
TO:

i

FROM: ?-r (9
SUBJECT: DEACONS.OF.DEFENSE

AN&JUSTICE^ka
RACIAL MATTERS

0/
0 Re report of SA mURICE A. KELLIHER dated

/ 8/17/65 at New Orleans*on Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of
ancLHM and for New Orleans are two copies of same. One
copy each is being sent to INTC, OSI, ONI, and Secret
Service. MHSP will also be advised of the developments
in tiis matter.Y ?

|, first source, and
second .source, were interviewed by SA JAMES 0.

INGRAM on 8/24/65. ~
b7D

ulis feSs. 4 Of
REASON - TCI
DATE OF EEVI

LEADS:
7- / 7̂

U AlV!"> 4 *#C

©- Bureau (157-2466) (Enc 8) (RM)
2 - New Orleans (157-3290) (Enc 2) (RM)

.5*- Jackson (157-3465)

]&4 nnOlV

NEW ORLEANS DIVISION 3
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At Bogalusa , Louisiana

Will determine through sources if representatives
of Deacons of Defense and Justice will travel to Jackson
to assist in organizing a chapter. Determine identity
and background .of individuals who will assist in organi-zation. Will attempt if possible to determine if HUNTER
MOREY handled arrangements and if he inquired as to how
to form corporation in State of Mississippi,

At Jonesboro, Louisiana

Will handle lead as set forth under Bogalusa.
JACKSON DIVISION

At Jackson. Mississippi

Will maintain contact with sources to obtain
background concerning organization of Mississippi chapter.
Will attempt to identify all participants and activities
as well as arms acquired.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Jackson, Mississippi
August 25, 1965In Reply,Please Refer to

File No.

i

DEACONS OF DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE, INC*
RACIAL MATTERS

RE:

A source who has furnished reliable informa- is

tion in the past advised on August 24, 1965, a meeting
was held oh the morning of August 24, 1965, at the Stevens
Kitchen, a restaurant located at, 604 North Farish Street ,
Jackson, Mississippi. The source explained Stevens
Kitchen is a popular eating establishment frequented by
civil rights workers. At the meeting were the following
individuals: b6

er'^Morey,
b7C

white , male , age fj, Legal
Coordinator , Mississippi_ZreedomJJemocratic_Party;

v l—ICephaus'Hughes, Negro, male, age| p
Roberf'̂ Bolton, ~~~
Mrs. Emma Sanders, Negro, female, age

Hunt

B. APPROX.
B. APPROX.

Negrq male, age, about

abol-eK®-
ff 'Ware Negro, male, age about pHff -.AFgRQX--|

^
B- jAPFROXa

Bi ScSandtfa^Rudnick, white, female, in early

King Estus Knight, Negro, male, about | APPR0X.J
b6

Reverend (first name unknown) Harris, Negro, b7, in early I i;
ipn^Price, Negro, male, age about | |

-All of the above are working for the Mississippi
Freedom Perp6cratic Party,

E APPP.0XBraxt

nya CONTAINED
CS UNCLASSIFIED

/ EXCEPT
i:
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The source advised se individuaIs
itchen, but they did not stay forarrived at Stevens

the entire meeting.
Morey advised the group the local civil rights

workers could not handle the situation and they needed
protection. Mrs. Sanders and Ware also stated they
needed & strong organization to protect their basic
rights.̂ O Hi

i

The source determined that Morey mentioned they
could have the Deacons of Defense and Justice from
Louisiana to come to Jackson and assist them in organi-zing a unit. The group present generally agreed with
this view. The source learned that the group present
wanted- to have thirty- trained men from Hinds County,
Jackson, to organize and receive training from representa-tives of the Deacons from Louisiana. It was pointed out
the men would arm themselves and they must be "good shots."They would attempt to, keep the organization secret so
as not to attract any publicity until such time it was
necessary to protect individuals or their organizations^̂ / jU)

The source learned the Negro element is ve^y
upset over the shooting of Reverend Donald Thompson, a
white minister at Jackson who was shot on August 22,
1965, and they intend to retalilate in the future., too

k further information was obtained in this regard^^ ^
Morey went to the Mississippi Freedom Democratic

Party Headquarters, 507% North Farish, to telephonically
contact a Deacon in Bogalusa, Louisiana, but Jessie&fcfG
who was in charge of - the office on August 24, 1963^refused to let Morey use the phone to call Bogalusa.
She stated the officers of the Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party had not been consulted and she did not
want others to feel the Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party was endorsing the group's actions. The source /*̂

ee,

. f

(U)- f
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advised Mrs* Sanders then made available money for the
phone call and Morey called Bogalusa on the morning of
August 24, 1965. He was then referred to an individual
in another city and source believes the city was Jonesboro,
Louisiana.V&cT 11)

Morey later advised the group arrangements had
been made for representatives of the Deacons of Defense
and Justice to come to Jackson to talk to the group at
the Masonic Temple located on Lynch Street, Jackson, on
Sunday, August 29, 1965. The representative would ex-plain how to set up a chapter in Mississippi and explain
how they would protect themselves. This meeting will

the general public

, |A second source, who has furnished reliable
^information invthe past, advised on August 24, 1965l)v§5?

he had determined a meeting was hel'd at Stevens Kitchen
on North Farish Street, Jackson, on August 24, 1965,
and a discussion was held regarding the forming of a
chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice in the
State of Mississippi. He could furnish no additional
information. ^

•4s

not be opened to
)

< U)

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI; It is the property of
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its
contents are not to be distributed outside your
agency.
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l ram BUREAU OF INVESTIGATOR
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICECOMMUNICATIONS SECTION

AUG 2 5 IRRh

TELETTYPp

' A Mr.Tolsoa.
Mr. Belmon
Mr. Mohr—Mr. DeLoach-—Mr. Casper—,Mr. Callahan
Mr. Conrad
Mr. Pelt
Mr. Gale—Mr. Rosen—Mr. Sullivan-Mr. Tavel -Mr. Trotter

I

\

4

FBI WASH DC
TeJte, Hoom
Miss Holix&g1 Miss Gandy

\ FBI SANANTON
IJ 43XXX339PM CST URGENT 8/25/65 MRH 4«•1 t ,

TO DIRECTOR 157-2466

FROM SAN ANTONIO 157 413

THEAOMMITTEE Td AID THE DEACONS.
LIEUTENANT BERT GERDING, AUSTltl, TEXAS, POLICE

DEPARTMENT, CID, ADVISED THE ABOVE COMMITTEE WILL MEET
AUGUST TWENTY-FIVE AT, THE COMMUNITY

CENTER, ONE ONE NINE 'TWO ANGELINA STREET, LOCATED IN THE
l

NEGRO SECTION OF AUSTIN, TEXAS.
"THE TRUTH ABOUT THE DEACONS".
BE FURNISHED THE-BUREAU.

RM.

AT EIGHT P.M •»

i/

MARK KLEIN WILL SPEAK ON• I

RESULTS OF THIS MEETING WILL

ALL INFORLMTIONCONTAINEDHEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEDHATr /) -
END

WA...L BMS

FBI WASH DC
REG- 50

9 AUG 30 1965r51SEP 2 1965V v
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Date: 8/27/65
Transmit the following in .,

Via AIRIE1 AIRMAIL 4(Priority )

DIRECTOR, FBI(157-2466)
• * * ^ *

SAC, JACKSON (157-3465)(P)
TO:

FROM:

0 \DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC•*akai RACIAL MATTERS
swReJNairtel 8/25/65.[0!

|(protect) advised
SA JAMES 0; INGRAM on- 8/26/65, that a decision was made
this date to telephonically contact Deacons at Bogalusa,
La. PSI telephonically contacted residence of CHARLES

l and talked with. SIMS' wife. Wife stated
SIMS will travel to Jackson for Sundays meeting. He was
told to contact ROY BURRIS,|
BURRIS owns Roy's Barber Shop, Bogalusa- and -he and SIMS
both plan to be in- Jackson 8/29/65.^̂)

jpsi determine^]SIMS allegedly president and($^BURRIS, vice-president of chapter at Bogalusa.
Source advised ALVIN J. BRONSTEIN, attorney,

Lawyer's Constitutional Defense -Committee, Jackson, is being
consulted concerning legality of chapter in -Miss

b6
b7C
b7D

SIMS,

L BURRIS' wife advisad

(U1- i

1

l
x
] /3-Buieau (RM) & EXT- SX

2̂-New Orleans (157-3290)(RM) lit't-ni

I
i 3-JacksonI b3
t blDi& 5/157-452) b7EPr*

JOIiish
\ REC- 501 >(8)

fltlfi 30 1965~ avfl- a

Approved:
i

i
ifV wSent M Per
\Special Agent in Charge

51 SEP 2 1965 IT
j.-
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LEAD
i

HEW ORLEANS DIVISION
5

t

:

AT BOGALUSA. LOUISIANA. AND JONESBORO. LOUISIANA

Will withhold contact with sources of Deacons
of Defense and Justice until advised by Jackson to protect
Jackson source, In view of fact he is one of the planning
committee. jljj
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0-1 » (Rey-«*- » 4-S « ) Tolson
Belmont —Mohr
DeLoach _
Casper
Callahan -
Conrad —Felt
Gale
Bosen
Sullivan —Tavel
Trotter -—Tele Boom
Holmes
Gandy __

DEMONS COUNSEL
> MISSISSIPPI GROUP

Evers War lan& i
V-.Cfcartes Evers of JacksonJ

$fate secretary of toes
N.A.A.C.P. who hurried to»
Natchez and helped prevent aiv
antiwhite outbreak after the
Ixynbing, said today:
/i*T want tosay this to the Ku

Klux , KIan: Stay out of the
Negro .section at night. We're
going to protect ourselves.”

He had ’ warned earlier that
Negroes were armed heavily at
Natchez and were ready to
Start using guns to stop har-
assment and .terrorism.

A member of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
mittee said at Jackson that ,
Deacons were meeting today
with Negroes in at least two
other Mississippi towns, Grcen4
vine, .150 miles up the Misstsj
sippi River from .Natchez, anq
Columbia, in the south-central

[ part of the state.
vThe week of violence and tefy

sion began last Sunday night
when the Rev. Donald Thomp-
son, a white Unitarian minister
who has been active in civitf
rights work, was gunned down]
and seriously wounded by a
shotgun attack outride his
apartment house. I

Mr. -Thompson was shot two
days after a shotgun attack trl *

;Lowndes County, Ala., killed a]
;white Episcopal seminarian anq

i critically wounded a white
:Roman Catholic . priest. I
i . A group of religious leaders
rat Jackson took a full page
âdvertisement in the Sunday}

•newspaper here today and de-j
nounced the attack on Mr.I
Thompson. ‘ I

A - member of the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic party re-
ported last night that thret
crosses were burned earlier ii
the evening at Philadelphia
Miss. * He said gunfire had oee?

reported near a house wfcer
were stay*

Bogalusa Delegation ^ I
>

Mississippi Negroes are “very
interested" in the ^Deacons at
the moment, he said. 1

Charles Sims, the president
of the Deacons at BogaiuSal
led a delegation of 10 from
that recently embattled town to
discuss organized defense at
the Jackson meeting.

Mr. Sims walked into the
Negro Masonic Hall on Lynch
Street with his coat on his arm,

cons for Defense and Justice! tin deference to the 99-degree
laKe,'rf̂ ~ X̂ gis)3aErtodjty to] weather, and was greeted :
tell ’Mississippi . Negroes aid g*"»ly by several white 3*d
civil rights workers how to ©w : .

Issrs?ss.’sg
the last week. , S

The Mississippi Freedom. twTh
Etenwratic party, which is mil-' £52?^r£in!S5
itantly pro-civil rights and pr^!dominantly Negro, sponsored 4a '
forum In Jackin thliaftemo^for dissemination of informations lS2ht?\?5? ^ * }^1
are a loo^ToisSld def^;'sr ; gs.sfpsgtas.’a
[against marauding and harasH i vwv
gf £%&?***** *** WV* I **?«?£* of tL ^ol^1 f The Rev. Ed King, a teacher **** eIsewhere ta
fiX predominantly Negro Tou- i Mississippi.
rgalob College at Jackson and
h member of the executive com*

fmittce of the Mississippi Free-
dom Democratic party, said
ithe party was not taking ^ a
[stand on the Deacons but w&sj
simply providing an opportunity
f^people to leam more about

b&fens© Steps Explained by
: Negroes From Louisiana I
I
s . By ROY.REED

Special to Tt« New York Tfimei
JACKSON, Mi$S., Aug. <2P-

(
R

Several isambera of the

/

i

n
*»-

j

riril

^
rights workers* -V

The Washington Post and —Times Herald
Tbe Washington Dally News
The Evening Star - - -

New York Herald Tribune
New York Journo1-Amerlcan ,

New York Dally News - -

New York Post
The New York Times J

The Baltimore ‘Sun
_

The Worker - - -

The New Deader :.,

The Wall Street Journal
The Notional Observer ^

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATEJLQz&L.BY. ,3f>/ / S C.

People's World
Date4 Jr -~ .?o -^ 5

/J2
NOT RECORDED

167 SEP' 2 (965
rrss3* 52



b6IECIASSIKCATION AUTHORITY DERIVED WFOl:
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSillCAT[
DATE D8-31-2D18 b7CHY: C45J39A48

*I
i

t

3>

8/27/65

Mr.Donohue
X - Mr.Bates

i

0)"if i

\sairtel i tii « i

\ I >

£
I

Tot SAC, Mow York 1

Frost Director# VI
*

r

iii

st JJ^ID *

to Ho,YorkV8}&$ J* tel^bow e.U
Authority fronted to for[expennon actually incurred in connection with travel to Jonesboro,Louisiana, and Detroit, MichIran. An itemised lint of expensesincurred should be obtained frost the informant and if expenses areless thanf ], the halaaee is to bo returned to the Bureau.

i
b7Di

b7EJfor i

:

*

(CX 157-24f6(Deacons of Defense and Justice)1- 100*443684(Revolutionary Action Movement)1 - 157-3022(Organisation.for Black Power)

t

b3
i

b7D1
i

b7E!

*5

1 - M.F. Row(Room 6221 IB)
£

l I4 I

NOTE:
*

Informant has been requested to drive Revolutionary ActionMovement leaders to Jonesboro, Louisiana, for conference with a leaderof the Deacons of Defence and Justice. Source also plans to driveRevolutionary Action Movement leaders to Detroit to attend a meetingof Organisation for Black Power. Referenced NYtel requested sum ofI be advanced the informant for expenses and that New York be advisedin time for informant to be paid by 12 noon, 8/27/65* Section ChiefF.J. Baumgardner telephonically contacted Special Agent in ChargeD. E.Roney of the New York Office on 8/27/65 and authorisedInformant to be paid up to I. , 1 for expenses actually incurredin cbnnection with his travel

i

5
b7E t

i

a(U) t
{S1 tRFBjdeh \ o !•a s<a> *

rr

M \

NOT RECORDED
128 AUG 31 1965
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OM»ONM rO«M NO.10
'5010*104 ^UNITED STATES GO]K
Memorandum

**

*NMENT
f

DIRECTOR, FBI £ ,<^0-^C0 DATE: 8/27/65 »

SAC, CHARLOTTE (157-882) (RUC)

^̂ JEACONS
RACIAL MATTERS
(00: NEW ORLEANS)

SUBJECT: OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

' I >
\ I Re Bureau airtel, 7/19/65.((/)

Informants and sources of the Charlotte Office
contacted concerning captioned organization have advised
they have no information relative to the Deacons of
Defense and Justice or indicating that any chaptersoof
this organization have been or are being formed.

i

The Bureau and New Orleans will be promptly
advised upon receipt of any pertinent information con-
cernin< P

g captxoned organization.
<0

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
2 - New Orleans HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
1 - Charlotte n&TF 0 n.'*, BY ffUjlJr

cn4Bureau\

CFW:jms
(5)

EX-»2
to>1
tr7 .i

fS 1—346i/1
%

REC-65A-\**

-3"%•

cr«7* we 81rnr**f'4 «

a.*7



1

Mr, T
Jtf7 TMTiont-
.Mi*. JH ^r
Mr. U r , -,h
Mi'. Lu ti.’V
.T t*. r •'i i —*

_
*.|Mr. <

! Mr.V I *; -,
i I Mr. Q^ .,

C 1 1 Mr. Kojen.

-^y/A JJ M*.Z WrP̂ TaveU.
1 Mr. Tivltor...,
T*U\ Boon...
.MTW ii w A'3
Miss Gandy-

rO-3e (R*v.$.$$-64)
* *~<V V

F B Ii

Date: 8/26/65t

Transmit the following in
( Type in plaintext or code )

AIRTELVia . ,
( Priority )

1.

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413)
O

THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS

FROM:

RE:

/ Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies
of LHM on captioned matter suitable for dissemination.
Copies of the LHM have been disseminated locally to OSI,
ONI, 112th INTC, and two copies to Secret Service.

I

The Special Agent who received the informationa ôfrom Lt. BERT GERUNG as set out in attached LHM is JAMES C.
KENNEDY. _ / Orfl

i>c r
'v

\
S-3. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEDHEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

AGENCY: ACSt , ONI. OSi;?SC
T:ISO, CRp,itSSKlbciprJ*

f *

yDATE FCItV/:.
HOW FORW: , /<&JU/A/“ ~1u

*B 4 .

'vUMviA:i;Y:

0-17 to-yiUDb
Da

AU& 801$&$• L-<5.By.
,.14Remark 5=33̂

toe
v /<e^. tf7**'1,

3 - Bureau M

1 - San Antonlbo ,
JCK/fes a

» >

^V^Olvi ** C, y/ic3
^i I .» I

/<4* / * , r i

^65'h M PerSent
Special Agent in Charge
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

*
t

t

4“

In Reply,Please Refer to
File No. }

San Antonro, Texas
August 26, 1965

i

i

%* &
*

RE: THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS

\ On August 25, 1965, Lieutenant BERT GERDING, Austin,
Polic® Department CID, advised a Special Agent of the FBI
at, Austin, Texas, that a meeting would be held by the Committee
to Aid the Deacons beginning at 8 p.ra. on August 25, 1965.

t

This meeting is to be held at the Community Center
located '1192 Angelina Street, which is located * in the Negro
section of East Austin', Texas.

' ' ' **

The listed speaker for this meeting is MARK^KL^INand his topic will be "The Truth About the Deacons?'.
On August 8, 1965, KLEIN described the "Deacons?'

as an armed Negro self defense group.
On August 26, 1965, Lieutenant BERT GERDING,

Austin Police Department CID, adviSSpd a Special Agent of
, the FBI at Austin, Texas, that the above Committee to /Aid
the Deacons met at 8 p.m., August 25, 1965, at the
.Community Center, 1192 Angelina Street,, Austin,"Texas.

, I

This address is in east Austin and: in the Negro
' section of Austin, Texas.

i

nt:

1 <<

^5 v l
i

*I

i

!

I

t
I *

II

I

,* There were sixteen people in attei^ance, nine of
which were Negro and seven whites.

>.
«

MA&K KLEIN was the speaker at this meeting and
, his publicized* speech - as reflected by more than 2,000
circulars distributed * throughout Austin, Texas, on < August 25,
1965, advertising this meeting was "The Truth About the
Deacons?'.

V

i
>

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .
DATE Stipk/fi.

i

<

i.
!
i.#
•* ,

\vg
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t

THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS
&-4

KLEIN practically repeated the same discussion he
had previously given at the University YMCA on the night of
‘August 19, 1965. KLEIN again advocated the Communist party
line, read excerpts from various pamphlets and books, all of
which were favorable to Communism. KLEIN again urged all
Negroes to organise intogroups and to arm themselves for
their "own protection.'1

1

*

!

The meeting adjourned shortly before 10 p.m.
without incident.

*

KLEIN voiced his disappointment at the small turnout
in view of the publicity this meeting had been given.

\
J

* !

$ // The August 8, 1965, issue of the San Antonio
Light, a daily newspaper in San Antonio,, Texas,
carried an article stating that MARi^ClElln a ,

Cornell University student, is responsib1e_fP.iL
the formation of the Committee to Aid the Deacons,
the“*purpose of which is to aid "the Deacons for

KLEIN described the "Deacons"« defense and justice."
as "an armed Negro self defense group."i

ji
*

•i

*

t
t

* ^ i- s

ft**1

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the" FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not-to be
distributed outside your agency.

<
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-»«EECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED^ MM|
JBI AUTC3VATIC CECII AS51FICATXOH GUIDE
OATE

b6
b7C1BY:

F B I

Date: /65cor UALTransmit the following 'in
1i « fi.!*•*.«* <!*»»111^(1.

( Type in plaintext or CQdc )

1C01!TAINS3
feSlFlEQ

AIRTEL ALL TirTX^̂
,«-«^$2EU3flflEKSy§.'

OTHERWISE ^

Via
( Priority ) mjMb *M5 -59»*: ‘S** Sat* AM.4M»j»**

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, DETROIT (157-1063)(C) CLASS. SXZITAY
REASON - Vcill n
DATE OF REVIEW

ilhL
*2APPEARANCE OF ROBERT HICKS,

.VICE-PRESIDENT, BOGALUSA (LA.)i)EACONS,:FQR_DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
T3K5N5DIIED HY GROUP ON ADVANCED ~

LEADERSHIP (GOA'L), 8/22/65,
DETROIT, MICH.
RACIAL MATTERS

t
Rerayairtel with LHM dated 8/12/05*

Enclosed Tor the Bureau are eight copies of a letterheadmemorandum. Two copies of the LHM are being furnishedthe New Orleans Office.
One copy of LHM being furnished G-2 and two copies being
furnished U,S. Secret Service, both Detroit, Mich.
Soilrce utilized in LHM is

/ „//:/L-' .O'*"

A~
:k >it

1-(>A mi
Detroit PD and Michigan State Police have been apprised
of contents of the LHM,

b7D

LHM being classified t,, unjCiUcntlarl since data furnishedby the source utilized could reasonably result in the ^identification of a confidential informant of continuing /0^value and compromise effectiveness thereof. '

:
3 -

Bureau (Enc. 8)
New Orleans (Enc. 2)

- Detroit
X - 157-706 (POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE)

£JP =sAl 'AGENCY: A6SL CNI.

s'44'

~~ </}

AUG £5198& b3
14 b7D0SI;SSC.f-KR.f b7EDRcc & w

DATE f0RV1':J
HOW FORW: _80S >

j

'* /
Approved: -50SEP8,ect965en< in Charge



UNITEI^TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS^E

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Detroit, Michigan .
August 24, 1965

.%

CONFIDENTIAD AInReply
FU*No.

Re; Appearance of RoberT^Hicks, Vice-President.Bogalusa (Louisiana) Deacons for Defense:
and"Justice^Sponsorediby Group on_ Advanced .
L'ea'dSrship {GOAL), August 22, 196
Detroit, Michigan

I •

On August 23, 1965, a source, who has furnished
reliable information in the past,'advised that on August 22,'
1965, beginning at approximately 3;00 PM, a freedom dinner
for the Deacons of Bogalusa, Louisiana, was held at 4472
Chene Street, Detroit, Michigan. Source advised that

r* approximately 300- individuals were present at this affair
and admission was by ticket at a cost of $3.00 each.

According to the source, Henry^̂ Cthg, who was
an official in the GOAL when it was in existence, sievedas the Master of Ceremonies, -He introduced Richawmlenry,
who was the president of. GOAL, and Henry delivered'the
first speech. Henry talked of COAL as having been strictly
an all Negro prganization except for a few Caucasians who
happened to be married to Negroes. He said the Negroes
struggle for freedom must continue and surmised that there
would be other outbreaks of violence like the one which
had earlier occurred in Watts, California. Henry said
the United States of America is militarily powerful,,
nevertheless,, Negroes will have to.fight periodically
even though they cannot win against the government's might.
He said that violence at times was the only way of letting
"Mr. Charlie"'know that the black peopWwere tired of
being pushed around. /

* \

l

£ W

A11c /i/

'U
sj

*
As Henry was speaking, John'̂Conyers,.Jr., U,S._ *

Congressman from the-FirsJL>Congr.essional ^District, Detroit,/0 1 c
entered and Henry commented that he was gfad^tcTkribw Mr*. J

Conyers' could come to such a meeting. Henry also, -acknowledged the presenpe of Congressman Charlesjfoiggs f ofrom_the U.S, I3th Congressional_Dls.trJLct, Henry said
he was a strict believer in the "co-op""system but would
not fight with other Negroes who were coming together ,

for the cause of the civil rights struggle.
* CONFIDENTIAL ‘

4
o

g W 52.
§t; K4 gJ-

/

'SR/DECLASSIFIEDBY' t
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ENCLOSURE /5*7 pV/<5^



COHEHiEJm^LRe: Appearance of Robert Hicks,
Bogalusa Deacons for Defense
and Justice Sponsored by GOAL

4
4

Source advised that other speakers at this affair
were Congressmen Conyers and Diggs. According to the
source, Mr, Conyers stated he did not believe in violence
but felt a man was less than a man if he would not defend
himself, his property and his family. He said it was the ,

constitutional right of every American to "take up arms in
self-defense" if law enforcement agencies failed to provide
said defense. Conyers spoke of police brutality in Detroit
and said it had long been an issue with Negroes. He said
Negroes must register and vote to defend the bigots who
constantly support police brutality and deny the Negroes
their basic rights. He said the Watts incident was a war
between the "haves and the have nots". He said it was
nothing but a class war fought by people who live in ghettos
without jobs and decent houses. He stated "Hear me Mr.
President, you had better take the money you are spending in
Vietnam to fight an uncalled for war and spend it here on
the big city slums or else you will have more class wars".

Conyers talked of the registrars presently in the
South as being inadequate and he stated he would see the *

U.S Attorney General on Monday and advise him that they
will not settle for anything less than a registrar in
every county in the South.

According to the source, Congressman Diggs stated
he had heard of the Deacons for Defense and Justice in
Louisiana and acknowledged that various situations in the
civil rights movement called for new techniques and
approaches. Mr. Diggs ‘said he had talked with U.S. Attorney
General Katzepbach on Friday and voiced dissatisfaction
with the number of voting registrars presently supervising
voting registrations in the South. He (indicated his pleasure
at seeing so many persons present at this dinner.

Among other speakers at this affair, according to
the source, were Robert Hicks, President of the Voters
League in Bogalusa and a charter memtfer of the Deacons ,

ms, another member /// < ^4for Defense,„and.Justice, and Charley
of the Deacons from Bogalusa.

According to the source, Mr. Hicks related the
experiences and background of the civil rights struggle in

CONx XJUUNTIAL
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CQNrinEK3EfrALAppearance of Robert Hicks,
Bogalusa Deacons for Defense
and Justice Sponsored by GOAL

Re:

Louisiana. He said the Deacons came into existence because
the police of Bogalusa simply refused to protect Negroes
and the whites who were trying to help. He said several
northern white university students had come to Bogalusa
to help them organize. He said the Deacons came about
because one night the sheriff had appeared at his home
and demanded that they turn over to the Klan the young
white students who were in Bogalusa helping them. He
said the police were ordered out of the home and when
the Klan appeared and fired into the house they, the
Deacons, returned the fire and that is how they came into
existence. He said the Governor of Louisiana signed the
charter legalizing the existence of the Deacons.

Hicks said the Negroes plight in Bogalusa was
helped when the Klan refused to let Congressman Brooks
Hays of Arkansas appear there. Hicks said that white
persons from all over the country wrote letters of
disapproval citing the issue of free speech. Consequently,
the political leaders of the city declared an all Negro
day which permitted the use of all facilities without
discrimination. Hicks praised the efforts of Mr. John
Doar, Assistant Attorney General in Charge of the Civil
Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice, and he
commented that Mr. Doar had done much to help. Hicks
said that their cause was also helped by the presence of
50 FBI agents: Hicks commented that one of the agents
was taking pictures and a Klansman attacked him. Hicks
said the Klansman was immediately arrested and later tried
and sent to a Federal prison and that quieted the Klan for
a while. Hicks said he looked forward to the day when
whites and Negroes could Ui.ve;' in peace together. He
said he was disappointed by things in the North because
he thought there was a different atmosphere here.

According to the source, Mr. Sims mentioned in
his speech much of tb© same material which had been
stated by Robert Hicks. Sims spoke of future harmony
among the races and of the day when the whites and the
Negroes could live^peaceably together. He said the
white man respects three things, namely: (1) money;
(2) the vote, because he controls everything that way;
and (3) power or force. He said white people have never
hesitated to go to war when their freedom was in jeopardy.

, *

• *
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CWFiPFNTT-ALAppearance of Robert Hicks,
JBogalusa Deacons for Defense
and Justice Sponsored by GOAL

Re:
t

He said the Deacons intend to fight until they have the
"whole hog" as they have "backed up to the river and
will either drown or fight".

Source advised that $509.00 was contributed during
this affair to the cause of the Deacons in Louisiana.
Source said this money was presented to Robert Hicks on
the stage at this affair as soon as it had been counted.
According to the source, Hicks and Sims stated they had
to catch a plane back to Louisiana that same evenings

iu SftrtK*

This document contains neither recommendations
It is the property of thenor conclusions of the FBI.

FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDEBAL BDBEAU.OF INVESTIGATION

San Antonio,...Texas
ftf

August 28,'1965
In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

, vfe
r f ^.

».?.V,BA'

i,THE COMMITTEE Tp AID
THE DEACONS' -EXftEFJU

0IHERJ*f 5! I<p« - i

»
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On August 28', 1965, SA T-l advised a Special
,
Agent

*,of the Federal Bureau of Investigation that'the- Committee-
to Aid'.thjg'Deacons held ,a -"closed" meeting at the home of '

AdolohusKBracv:I k .beginning at .8:00 p.m, on
August 27, 1 9 6 .J J.

*

I Au%Tinj Teti*,

f
/

i
l b6

b7C

c a 1 \ F
_ appointed Bracy as

permanent- chairman of the^Committee to Aid the Deacons in
’ Austinf Texas*

At this meeting Mar f

*

y - , /At this/Meeting, in addition to Klein...Douglas^Haeriline,'_ J¥ theVstudents for Democratic Society!ana
ffinois)

Kv Jfc

a -membej?̂ of
Ta-newcomer irom~uKi'cagoV"I

in attendance*^Also John J «d^ebasta and hig wife.
Annie^Aderholt^Sabast.awx were also In attendance

HVlfli \ K> #SA T-l ~aTso~sfated that a.Fort Hood soldier,
a negro approximately \~ lJ« tall * slender; believed & mm.
to~SeHbward^oolfort'« was also in attendance and very
interested irr the proceedings pf this meeting. This
same individual'was one of the nine Negroes whosattended
a meeting1 of this same* organization on the night of August
25, 196.5, and following the meeting held' a long discussion -
with Mark K l e i n j j j j

Mark Klein and Douglas Haenline are both leaving
Austin, Texas, Monday, August 30, 1965, for Houston } Texas,
and Douglas Haenline and possibly Mark Klein also will /go
from Houston to Berkeley, California, where Haenline has
stated he will organize a Spartaci&t group on the campus
of the University of California
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, During the afternoon of August 27, 1965, Mark Klein
and'Douglas Haenline were practicing with a British 303‘ rifle

s and a ttebley, 4̂5 caliber pistol which they had ôbtained in
Austin* Texas* Both were exultant over the prowess with these
guns.fe,) '

I

I

I

> * V

i

***% r- i

The August 8, 1965,. issue of the San Antonio
Light, a daily newspaper in San Antonio,’Texas,
carried an article datelined Austin, Texas.
stating-.that Mark Klein, a Cornell University
student, is responsible for the formation
of the Committee to Aid the Deacons, the
purpose of which is to aid "the Deacons
for defense and justice” Klein
described the ”Deacons” as "an armed Negro
self defense group".
This document contains neither recommendations nor

conclusions of the FBI... It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your.agency; it and its contents are not to
be distributed outside your agency*
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UNITED'STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE *
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FUe No. San Antonio * Texas
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August 28, 1965 in*i

i
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i

Title i THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONSi

Character

Reference San Antonio memorandum
dated and captioned as above.*

t

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
ape concealed in referenced communication have furnished
reliable information in the past.

i

i
i

sr

fj

I

This document contains neither,recommendations
nor conclusions of' the FBI, It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency} it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Mr. Balmont—Mr, 'Mohr
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Mr. Conrad
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aDEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE , AKA. RM. 00 NEW ORLEANS/V

U. S..DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANSBERG ADVISED BIRMINGHAM fOFFICE HE HAD RECENTLY SPOKEN WITH A REV. <WILLIAM ) BRANCH IN EUTAW

ALA. BRANCH REPORTEDLY INFORMED LANSBERG THAT THE DEACONS OF

DEFENSE HAD BEEN ORGANIZED IN EUTAW, ALA

THEMSELVES. EFFORTS BEING MADE TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW REV.
IN ORDER TO PROTECT•»

BRANCH CONCERNING ABOVE. INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED IN ORDER

TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER CAPTIONED GROUP HAS BEEN ORGANIZED IN ALABAMA.
REC- 66

_
j.*0-̂ 7-£ >U 6

_ 54LHM FOLLOWS.
AIR MAIL COPY FURNISHED NEW ORLEANS

END J SEP B ftoS

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED,

FBI WASH DC^ERE|N|S UNCLASSIFIED
hATF BY _£a±
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Transmit the following In -.
(Typt in plaintext or code )
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( Priority )

L

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)
SAC, BIRMINGHAM (157-1446)(P)

: BEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.,
AKA.

TO:

FROM:1
SUBJECT:

ALL INFORMATION CO© AIMED
FERFIN IS UNCLASSIFIED y
DATE JẐ Ẑ BY .££Lg*4£-

RM

(00: NEW ORLEANS)

*

Re Birmingham teletype, 9/2/65.
Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are an original and

seven copies of a letterhead memorandum containing information
indicating that a chapter of captioned organization may possibly
have been formed at Eutaw, Alabama.

New Orleans is being jfyrnished copies of instant
letterhead memorandum since it is office of origin in captioned
matter.

H*

Copies of this letterhead memorandum are being
disseminated locally to Military Intelligence Agencies and
Secret Service, Birmingham.

Investigation)is&currently
Birmingham Division inVatv^effort to
chapters of captioned
Division.

being conducted within the
ascertain whether any

up have been formed in the Birmingham

& com
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UNnJ^ STATES DEPARTMENT OF

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1400 - 2121 Building
Birmingham, Alabama
September 3, 1965

In Reply,Please Refer to
FOe JV*.

INFORMATION CONCERNING ALLEGED
FORMATION OF CHAPTER OF "DEACONS
OF DEFENSE",AT EUTAW, ALABAMA

RE:

(

*t
A characterization of the Deacons of Defense and

is being attached to this letterhead memorandum.
U. S. Departmental Attorney Brian Lansberg advised

the Birmingham Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
that, during the latter part of August, 1965, he had spoken
with Rev.(WILLIAMVBranch in Eutaw, Alabama, and at that
time Rev. Branch informed him that the "Deacons of Defense"
had been organised at Eutaw, Alabama, in order to protect
themselves. Mr. Lansberg furnished no further information
concerning the alleged formation of a chapter of the "Deacons
of Defense" at Eutaw, Alabama,

» t

On September 3. 1965. Rev. William
L Alabama, was interviewed in

Birmingham, Alabama, by Special Agent Marvin M, Eubanks.
Rev. Branch advised that he is presently President of
the_Gr.eene-County,J3ranch of _the National Association"for
the Advancement—of̂ Colored^Peopie and is also President
of“the Greene County Civic Organization and Integration
Organization,

Justice, Inc•»

r

McKinley^Branch, r<>
b6
b7C

Rev* Branch further advised that he does not
know of any chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice
located in the State of Alabama. He stated, however, that
he and about twelve or thirteen other Negro men residing
in Greene County, Alabama, had spread the word in and
around Eutaw, Alabama, that the Deacons of Defense and
Justice had organized a chapter at Eutaw, Alabama. He
stated that he and the twelve or thirteen other Negro
men, above-mentioned, had taken this action somewhat
in the nature of a psychological retaliation to combat
the parading and demonstrating of Klansmen in and around

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

ENCLOSURE
/S C-5? * t
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INFORMATION CONCERNING ALLEGED !
FORMATION OF CHAPTER OF ’’DEACONS
OF DEFENSE’’ AT EUTAW, ALABAMA

RE:

i
<

i

Greene County, Alabama. Rev. Branch advised that he and
the twelve or thirteen other Negroes involved had agreed
not to reveal the identities of each other for ’’security
reasons” and that for this reason he had rather not
divulge their names. He stated, however, that if he
does hear of any chapter of the Deacons of Defense and
Justice being formed in Alabama, he will immediately
advise the Federal Bureau of Investigation and will
also reveal the names of the above-mentioned twelve
or thirteen men.

i

t

I

Rev. Branch further stated that he and the
above-mentioned Negro men were not in any way affiliated
with the Deacons of Defense and Justice, did not believe
in violence in any form and did not have knowledge of
any supply of guns or other weapons, that might be used
in regard to the racial situation in Greene County, Alabama,

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.*
\

Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc., was formed
at Jonesboro, Louisiana, during the Summer of 1964,
following incidents involving racial activities, which
incidents created tension in the area.'1

i

\

The organization was formed by Negro leaders in
Jonesboro for the announced purpose of protecting Negroes
and whites from illegal acts and from acts designed to
terrorize the Negro community, and was chartered with
main headquarters at Jonesboro, Louisiana. Associate
chapters are located at Bogalusa and Homer, Louisiana,
and inquiries were received from other groups concerning
this movement, but no action has been taken to approve
additional chapters.

Officers of Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc.,
assert that the organization is a defensive group with no
intention to commit or encourage any offensive acts.
Leaders of the organization denied purchase of firearms
for the group and further denied knowledge of any source
of contacts for this purpose.

The President of this organization disclaims any
connection with or influence by subversive elements.

i

I
f

f

A P P E N D I X f

2



OmONAt FORM NO.W
MAY 1062 COITION
CSA GEN.REO.NO.27

5010-107-4

G ĴERNMENTUNITED STATES
" ' » Memorandum

f

: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)TO DATE: 15,

SAC, SAVANNAH (157-731)FRO:

SUBJECT: .DEACONS OF—DEEENSE-AND-JUSTICE,_1NC -aka.I
RMy f

Rerep of SA MAURICE A. KELLIHER, 8/17/65, New
Orleans./

Contacts made with all known sources including
police departments, sheriffs* offices and state law enforce-
ment agencies in both Georgia and South Carolina have, failed
to identify any persons being affiliated with the Deacons
of Defense and Justice. Contacts with known and reliable
informants have failed to produce any information concerning
Deacons of Defense and Justice.

For information of Bureau and New Orleans, the
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division, Columbia, S. C
is conducting an investigation pertaining to this organization
based on information received from newspaper publicity.

•7

Chief J.P. STROM (NA), South Carolina Law Enforcement
advised 9/7/65 that he had noDivision, Columbia, S. C

information pertaining to .this organization and had been
unsuccessful in obtaining any indication that there were
members of this organization in the State of South Carolina.

•7

Savannah Division will maintain contact with
informants and sources in an attempt to identify any activity
in the Savannah Division.
<£)- Bureau
2 - New Orleans
1 - Charlotte (Info)
1 - Savannah RFC-64A*

»enos
l

NLP/dkm /57- sr <t(6)

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATEiLXUsiBY

4 $Ef> 16 7965

y\\
SEP 22W& Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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ITED STATES DEPARTMENT^JUSTICE
F E D E R A L B U R E A U O F I N V E S T I G A T I O N

m f

Jackson, Mississippi

September 3, 1965

In Reply,Please Refer to
File A'*. CGNITOHMfc-

!
r“

DEACONSFOF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED
RACIAL MATTERS

A source who has furnished reliable information
in the pastxadvised on August 26, 1965 he had determined
that CHARLESESIMS and ROY^ BURRIS^ who operates^RO^b:’ ^
Barber Shopy Bogalusa, Louisiana, had "Just been contacted
to appear beforê #.group,at Jackson, Mississippi on1

August 29, 1965.(AJ(UJ

I

/

* The source advised that SIMS is allegedly,,the
president and BURRIS the vice-president of the Deacons

Defense and Justice, Inc.(DDJ) Chapter atof
Bogalusa.

He advised that he had determined ALVIN J.
BRONSTEIN, Attorney Lawyers Constitutional Defense
Committee, Jackson,, is being consulted concerning the
legality of a Chapter in Mississippi.

^ i* *

The source advised that a pamphlet is being
distributed showing that the Deacons of Bogalusa will
be at the Masonic Temple, LynclyStreet, Jackson on
Sunday, 3:00 p.m., August 29, 1965. The pamphlet was
printed by the Hinds County Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party (MFDP)

s/ On August 27*̂ 1965 it was determined thatCEPHAUSHUGHES.JHUHIEFCLIOREY. Mrs. -EEMA^ANDERS.ESJUS N̂XClxland ROBERT BOLDEN,met at the MFDP
m^Ke^Ke^irralrarrangements for the..my

MEL
Headquartersj to
meeting.' HUGHES advised that 12 men would arrive

ALL,INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN
EXCEpr/l\
OIRER/ISSX .

NCLASSIFI£D>

IESHOWNCLASS.& EXT.
REASON - FCIMi

DATE OP EEVia
1
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DEACONS lOF. DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED
I

RACIAL MATTERS , izsm&amit
$

I

from Bogalusa' and $30 had been raised to date to pay
for expenses. Fifty-five dollars would* have to be
raised from contributions to pay the rental for the
Temple.^̂

j

i

fif tr «

On August 30, 1965, the source advised
that he had determined vi\ the meeting at the Masonic
Temple started around 4:00 p.m. and the meeting was
called to order by BOLEEN and there were^approximately
175 to 200 people in the auditorium. BOLDEN
introduced ReverendJEDffl3^%ING-r white male, Chaplain
at_Tougaloo_College; Reverend white male
from Hattiesburg, a special guestT

^

He introduced the
MFDP Delegation asJJAZE^EALMER, ANNIgfDEVINE and
JOHMIEJHA^ALKER.. / '

y/The first Deacon introduced was (first name
t /^UNKNOWNIATTYLIE. described in early 50's, height 5’8",

~ weight 150 pounds, very dark complexion, who furnished
background concerning the rise of the DDJ. He stated
that all of the Deacons at the meeting were from
Bogalusa'?and * they were from* the Fourth .Street Chapter
in Bogalusa.
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"ROY BURRIS, the vice-president of the
Bogalusa Chapter, spoke and he related incidentsthat
haje happened in Bogalusa and the fact he believed the
Federal Government will eventually support the. actions
of the DDJ in accordance with basic rights.
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EDDEACONS OF,DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
RACIAL MATTERS
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* CHARLES SIMS, president of the Bogalusa
Chapter, was introduced and he received a large

, ovation from the crowd. SIMS introduced the beacons
from Bogalusa who had made the trip and including
SIMS and the other speakers, theycomprised a total
of 12. He introduced (first name unknown) THOMAS,
Negro male in early 30's;(first name unknown)
JOHNSON in early 20*s; (first name unknown) GREEN,

. Negro male in early 20's,(first name unknown)
. JOHNSON, Negro male, 65, to 70;,(first name unknown)
SMITH, Negro male, age about 40.

i

i

i
i •*»

S

4

f

E

1*'

4
»
t '

i

‘1
»

During SIMS'lecture, he was asked tby-.peoplein the crowd, How strong a chapter should they have
in Jackson .as well as in Mississippi! How much
money as well as arms does the chapter at Bogalusa
have? What are the qualifications to become* a/
Deacon? SIMS stated he would'riot answer these
questions before the group, but any of those
interested in forming a'chapter in* the State would meet
with him later and he would be happy to answer these*

questions.
4,

*
i>

i

Ss

f

?\K I*

The following persons were present at^tlie
! > E • s

;!
*

1S

meeting; ii

i
*i

JESSIE* HARRISr Field Secretary for the
Student Nqn-Violent.Xorordinating,.Committeq j(SNCC);
WiLLIE^PEACOCK. associated with SNCC;'
J0YCE^ROWN,_JESSi^«45EE, J0HNN&&0SE

I

ARE.t

ITV) JAMESftgHIPPS,
* " 1 — f

r

> iF

r* i
»

i
!

'' 4s *3
< :

I* I

4

1i

i

I

it
!

**7*
t



4
»

x*

DEACONS OF' DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
RACIAL.MATTERS

/

<

Ziegal . * Co-ordinator MFDP,
, Assistant Office Manager of MFDP,

:o;
and ifc
Were present at the meeting.

i t
\ i

HIG
I

SIM$ after the meeting,met with approximately
18 to 20 individuals who were interested ip forming
a chapter in Mississippi. Among those individuals
present were BOB^SMIIH, Hattiesburg; DOUSf^MITHt J
Hattiesburg, both Negroes; RONf^EISS. white male from /
Brooklyn, NewJfprk; ROBERT BOItDEN, Negro male, Hinds
Comity Chairman MFDP; Mrs^EMA SANDERS, Negro female,

DP:(first name..unknown)^ailOADWATER
Hinds County executive secretary MFDP; HUNTER MOREY; ,

CHARLES HORWITZ, white male MFDP; SANDRATRUDNICK. whit4
fekal T̂studefit from, California; KING ESTUS KNIGHT* .'
Negro male, MFDP: LYN^ALEXANDER. white female^j, Mississippi; arid CHARLES

^^OLMES.- Student trom Rust College; There were two
unknown Negro males trom McComb who were interested

v V/ l s in organizing DDJ units in McComb and Hattiesburg,

^ / \ Mississippi.^)(U) ’

!

b6
.> Negro, male, \

b7C

t

fj^
i

I
V^l

s

It was determined that SIMS had stated to
the above individuals that to organize chapters of
Deacons in Mississippi they must have money, brave
men, fast cars, and dependable individuals. He
suggested the individuals at the meeting attempt to
raise money for cars, arms, and organize a group; and
he would return to assist them in setting tip their
chapters. It was generally agreed that SIMS, wdtild ^not return until after September 15 upon completion
of the "Washington 1 Challenge" concerning the lobby in
Washington, D. Cl by MFDP. SIMS stated that if

i j / properly organized, the Negroes would not have the
/ j incidents thrust upon them as they are now in
/\ Mississippi.

e

i .

(
i, J
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DEACONS.OF; DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTERS w

*

*

The source advised that it was determined
that SIMS and BURRIS had stated that they,each had a
.32 or a .38 caliber gun on them at all, times. They
stated they are also equipped with high powdred rifles
and submachine guns in Bogalusa.(&/(U)

The source advised that PHILLIP.,
i^APSANSKY, white male, associated with MPDP, carried ,
a tap<Trecorder throughout the meeting and he understahds
that he taped the entire meeting at the Masonic
Temple.

/
!

fj
<V>/

L

[On April 4, 1965, a second source
who has furnished reliable information in f

\

, the past, advised]that̂ PHILLIP SANDERS
j^LAPSANSKT is a member of the Socialist J
Workers Party (SWP), Seattle Branch.

*
!

I

MIKE HIGSfoN, Assistant Office
Manager, MFDP, I
advised on July 16, 1965 DAPSANSKY resides
in Jackson and is employed in the Communications
Section of MFDP.

b6
v b7C

The SWP has been designed by the
Attorney General of the United States
Pursuant to executive order 10450.

1 1
The Seattle Branch of SWP is

set forth in the appendix section. I

[A third tv scurce' Vwhoivhas
reliable : informatidrt ? •' ino.rthe ' • »

August 3, 1965 that

futhishod.v 'J- /

' pitstl /oadvised’7. on(fcjlw
had * 'determined J

i 1

he

5
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DEACONSiQE DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED'1*
RACIAL HATTERS ‘ ‘

9-* -i

r- i

i?
!

«

the DDJ held a meeting at the Masonic
Temple, Lynch Street, Jackson, on August
29, 1965. The meeting started around 4:00

and had several speakers who spoke
f*

p.ra.
concerning the impending trip to Washington
on August 16, 1965 concerning the "Lobby
on Washington, D. C." The source advised
that there were 12 Deacons from Bogalusa,
Louisiana at ,the meeting and SIMS was
their leader and he spoke oh the necessity
of organizing a Chapter in Mississippi.
The vice-president of the Chapter in
Bogalusa also spoke. He furnished a
description of the harassment that took
place by police in Louisiana and how
their children were not protected by
school authorities.

E.

*
I

t

i
:

:

*

The source advised that SIMS
had stated that a Deacon Chapter may, not
be allowed by the State of Mississippi,
but they would have to do something
regardless of what^he State of Mississippi
did or did not do.^fUJ

M. B. PIERCE, Chief of Detectives,
Jackson, Mississippi,Police Department
advised on * August 1, 1965 that the following
Louisiana and Mississippi license tags
were obtained by his Department in the
vicinity of the Masonic Temple, Lynch
Street, on the afternoon of August 29,
1965. PIERCE advised that the license

:

l

1

I

1 I

6 ' f
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SRPORATEDDEACONS ;/0F DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
RACIAL HATTERS 1

\

numbers have been che cted with the
Mississippi Highway Patrol and the
person to whom registered and address
has been obtained. -*» »•

fc* ST

The following license and background :was
furnished by Chief PIERCE,

LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTEREDSTATE
b6

1964-1965 Louisiana
issued to_H._M,

b7CLouisiana
J^JONSONj TS.

] Louisiana
for 1955 Pontiac fordor,
ID # 1

.9eJi
gr-- »

b61964-1965 Louisiana
|issued to ROYAN

Louisiana b7C1
7BURRIS,,I .,.t i

^Louisiana for
1961 Dodge, ID,#,. .> i

b6

1964-1965 Louisiana
issued to BERNIC&&ARRY,

b7CLouisiana

Louisiana for 1961
Chevrolet fordor, ID #

7

j
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DEACONSIOE DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
RACIAL MATTERS

OH

LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTEREDSTATE

1964-1965 Louisiana
49L028 issued to Hertz
Corporation, Highway 10
East, POB

'

519, Bogalusa,
Louisianaffor 1965
Pontiac fordor, ID #
252395X121181.

49L028Louisiana

1964-1965 Louisiana
1 issued to_SAMLouisiana b6

b7C

ABA.RNES, 1,I $

I I. Louisiana*
for 1963 Chevrolet Coupe,
ID #& »

b6
b7C1964-1965 Louisiana

j issued toXLARENGE
^
,

7&EEEERS0N, Angie, Louisiana
7 for i957 Ford Tudor, ID #

Louisiana

1965 Mississippi [
issued to Chrysler Leasing
Corporation.[

Mississippii c.
b6
b7C

Mississippi for 1965 Dodge,
ID #

8
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DEACONS JOE DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATEigtMIDBIT 1Ak
RACIAL MATTERS

LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTEREDSTATE

62421965 Mississippi HD
issued to ERNESTVEL

Mississippi
LIS, b6

b7C

I Mississippi
for 1960 Buick. ID #

1965 Mississippi
issued to R. L.̂ BOLDEN,

""" /C

Mississippi

£
Mississippi, for

'1962 Chevrolet Belalr.
ID # ••ii

b6
b7C1965 Mississippi

issued to D. T.&MAS0N.Mississippi

Mississippi for 1953
Cadillac, ID #|

1965 Mississippi H9383
issued to SCOTTSTENNON

b6
Mississippi b7C

"'Mississippi for ,1955
Pontiac, ID # I

• i
1965 Mississippi]

, issued to EDWARDflSB

—P**
b6
b7CMississippi

AVER III,

"Mississippi, for 1956
Chevrolet, ID #

9
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RACIAL MATTERS

LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTEREDSTATE
b6

1965 MississippiJ
issued to MABEiVtiRAY.Mississippi b7C

’'“Mississippi, for 1954-6fii?foTet, ID #

1965 Mississippi I
issued to CHARLE&rflORWITZ,

Mississippi
!V- b6

L Mississippi, for b7c
1960 Chevrolet, ID $t

)

1965 Mississippi!
issued to CLYDE'yD

Mississippi
ENSON, be

b7C]>
J, Mississippi for

1955 Dodge, ID #
.

b6
1965 Mississippi, I I
issued to REBECCAOONES,

Mississippi b7C ,

>

I. Mississippi for
1955 Ford, ID # I ~l
1965 Mississippi, I ~l
issued to^Delta Ministry, b6

!lU^ ClO ROBERT^BEACH,
Mississippi

b7C
t

fyf h) '- // >// Mississippi for. 1965
~cfievroTetCarrvall« ID #

i

10 r
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RACIAL MATTERS

i
LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTEREDSTATE

b6
b7C

1965 Mississippi 1
issued to JULIEJj^BARROWS

Mississippi

[ Mississippi, for
1969 Buick, ID #J

.
1965 Mississippi.1
issued to B. R^DUNLOP.

Mississippi b6
b7Cr

I, Mississippi for
1959 Volkswagon, ID #
Not given.
1965 Mississippi, KB5154
issued to Chrysler Leasing
Corporation, Travel Inn
Motel, Laurel, Mississippi,
for 1965 Dodge, ID #
2353619971.'

KB5154Mississippi

b6
b7C1 !

1965 Mississippi,|
issued to MYRONACC

Mississippi
i00K,

Mississippi, for 1954 Ford,
Ulfe .wi-PKiKXA
ID # .

341965 Mississipp
issued to CAm

Mississippi
ALL, b6

b7C
, for 1960

Pontiac, ID #

11
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TO WHOM REGISTEREDLICENSE NUMBERSTATE

1965 Mississippi
ssued to Ltf^ODGERS

Mississippi
b6t blC

i

Mississippi, for
TT965 Chevrolet, ID #

.
b6

• ^ 1965 Mississippi
issued to ROBERT A^LANDU,

"IT
Mississippi b7C

""* 1 ~ I, Mississippi,
for 1964 VoIkswagon,
ID

This document contains neither recommendatidns
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to b6 distributed outside your agency.

.
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APPENDIX
<

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY - SEATTLE BRANCHI

l

I

In May, 1941, a source advised that during the
month of May, 1941, the Seattle Branch of the Socialist
Workers, Party (SWP) was reorgainzed and received -official
recognition as a branch of the Party from the national
office of the SWP in New York, New York.

, I l

On May 6, 1964, another source advisedJthlit
the Seattle Branch, SWP, with headquarters at .̂3815
5th Avenue N. E., Seattle, Washington, Is a present
active affiliate of the National SWP. According to
source, membership in the Seattle Branch includes
RICHAip FRASER, wfio is a ’member of the SWP National
Committee and his wife CLARA FRASER, who is an alternate
member of the SWP National Committee.

,
% i Jf

The Socialist Worker^ Pafpy has fcjfeen
designated by the Attorney General of
tfae United States pursuant to Execuitve
Order 10450.

I *
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Date: 9/3/65
Transmit the following.in 1rrype MpJa2«ex' or <®*4ESBITFJXP

EXCSPtJVHifl

i i

pSr
jSJSHOisatAirtelVia 4

(Priority ) I
L

tss# CLASS. & EXT.REASON ~ FCIM ll1DATS OF KEVIOT

'A1

AHW7XATE AGENCIES
^•m v-V-r n 7̂?pif.n^g U

V
« 4

»‘4 '
•*/mzn.

DIRECTOR, FBI
.)iX«2

TO:

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-3465)(P)
^DEACONSSi# DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,„JNC.,.aka

II ! <1‘ I I -TH
/ NEW ORLEANS

i r
Re Jackson airtels 8/25/65 and 8/27/65.*

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies
of an LHM and two copies are submitted for New
Orleans. One copy each is being fotwArded to INTC,
OSI, ONI,, and Secret Service, Jackson. MHSP and
Jackson Miss. PD have been advised of results in LHM.

fly
/

\ (Protect) is the
first source in the LHM and he was interviewed by
SA JAMES 0. INGRAM.(J^)^

b7D

REC-35 /S7-'? </&£ JCC,Ol
®- Bureau (157-2466)(Enc. 8)(RM)
2 - New Orleans (157-3290)(Enc. 2)
4 - Jackson (>157-3465)_4:

2 SEP 9 1965 JiA

b3
c b7D

•b7EArsi, ONI, OSI;SRC.XS&l
T ^T: tSP,Cgftjgg

7-452) AGENCY:
JOl/jIs ID A T E *N(9) * i S f iI-t4

c4StVm0
DFCteSTFTnrBY

I S 1V YENCLOSU &&!£•£ s|I»•

jm LHMO K ice & CC
SOS Se§t M

ûNFIumlTHtP
a

i» Charge
Approved:

80SEP2219BSclal Aoen*- — T "'-

** > I Per



*r
r

JN 157-3465
CeWTIDCMTlW.

M. B. PIERCE, Chief of Detectives, Jackson
PD, was interviewed by SA JAMES 0. INGRAM and the
detectives who obtained license numbers at the Masonic
Temple and vicinity are SAMMY MAGEE and J* P. BLACK.
JACK HUTCHISON, Investigator MHSP, made available the
information to whom license tags were registered.

Is the second source in LHM. I
is the third source in the LHM and he was interviewed by
SA ERNEST M. COCHRANE

KENNETH DEAN, Mississippi Council of Human#
Halations, Jackson, who attended the Deacon's Meeting,
mentioned to SAs COCHRANE and INGRAM on 8/30/65 that he

with ROY REED, a news correspondent of
t̂»ii|^Nev^ifofk T|ines;u He said the "Times" reporter was
the only representative of the news media In the meeting.
DEAN did not discuss In detail what went on at the
meeting.

b7D

i|on the committee to
form chapters of Deacons and was instrumental in
obtaining speakers from Louisiana.• Jackson will follow
this matter closely with informant.^/ftA

It is noted b7D

LEADS:
f :

T,
*

s-* >
/> M .(4

C **1 - *> * J.
-« f AT BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA.

>

LHM sets forth six licens% tags as well as
to whom registered, address, and make of car. Four
of these cars are registered to Bogalusa residents, one
to Monroe resident#, and one to Angie, Louisiana,
resident. The LHM also sets forth names of the alleged
Deacons in the meeting in Jackson from Louisiana. Will
through sources conduct appro{^)|fe|i|e investigation tov -A*.it. i'!

2

j£

x
X
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JN 157-3465

identify individuals from Bogalusa who attended meeting
unless already known to New Orleans.

Will attempt to detemine CHARLES SIMS and
future plans for assisting in the organizationRA§BURRIS

of Chapters in Mississippi.
i

JACKSON DIVISION

AT JACKSON. MISSISSIPPI.
Will maintain contact with sources to obtain

background concerning organization of DDJ. If Chapter
in Mississippi organized, will attempt to determine
leadership, strength of members, activities, as well as
arms acquired. Attempt to determine potentiality for
violence, any subversice or outside influence placed upon
the Chapters.

3
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September 13, 1963Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code )

( *'>>}

flLLINFORMATIÔ 'TAIilED -a£*ft5 jbx
HERRfHS-a«ebft ŜiHEB Trhrtlf ^rglf^T
PATE n > y BY sfi/ .&Afkl - fbP' •

DIRECTOR, EBIT157-2466) ‘ 0 ?iy \AJ .

SAC, MOBILE (157-1017 ( p)

AIRTELVia

L,
*Y1 1 >rUTO: Amc) *w a:i fs J "« / -) 1

Q: •V V I'-
1 u 7A*< 1 .FROM:

7/ *
nDEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., aka

"The Deacons"
RE:

d •* / 1 ,7v ^P/

<j2J3zz£Z

Dr. JACQUELINE”JACKSON, DapartmOT^<fii5Sooto^yR*<^K^'
'5

Howard University, Washington, D. C. , who Is presently in ^Ihskegee, Alabama, at the residence of her parents , on \
9/9/65, advised that she has been conducting a study on^the social processes In Negro protest movements in the
South, dealing particularly with the structure and

J RM
00; .NEW ORLEANS

-̂ •1

Previously, she wrote a1

During , the course
of various Negro protest groups ,

book entitled "These Rights They See.k" ,
of her research she has' Interviewed numerous leaders con-
nected with’ various civil rights action groups in Southern
States .

' During a recent Interview with Profess©^ BEN-
ZION.̂ wARDY, white male, political science* d̂epartment,
'Tuslcegee Institute, Tuskegee, Alabama, their conversation
burned to the captioned organisation. She had heard that
letters had been sent out to various residents of TUskegee,
requesting their attendance at a meeting on or about

' August 1'5, 1965, at Tuskegee,1 and soliciting membership in
this organization . Professor WARDY Informed her that he
had attended this meeting "but he declined to discuss the
organization with her and did not admit actual membership^(5)- Bureau
2 - New Orleans
2 - Mobile
CBC:lwd

t

(7 )
A §£j 1rsW• tx-101

SpesdafXgrfhfl Sent ’

in Charge

L
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MO 157-1017
I

<1

He did appear to have a sympathetic Interest in the organiza-
tion. WARDY told Jher 'to leave Hthe Deacons" out of her
report on the -results of her survey.

She bureau has .been advised previously of the
activities of -Professor WARDY in connection with the
Tuskegee -Institute Advancement league, a clvlllrights .

action group at Tuskegee, Alabama, which has engaged in
picketing and demonstration .for the past several months,.
A summary letterhead memorandum on WARDY’s connection with
this organization and his background has been submitted
recently also.

A

:

(I
)

'N f

Efforts are being made through established sources
and reliable informants to verify whether or not a chapter
of the Deacons is in existence in the , Tuskegee community. /
Since this has not been established no LHM is being /
submitted.at this time. /

New Orleans Office, will advise if informants
have knowledge of a formation of a chapter of the Deacons
at Tuskegee, Alabama,

r

It
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Date: 9/14/65
Transmit the following in *Hr4*r?mYyflOH CONTAINED

KETEf- M IS pCLASSIFIED
EXCEPT VT4\E SHOWS
OIHE^WISEj

( Type in plaintext or code )

CONFIDENTIAL
^rstzrc*

A1RTELVi
( Priority }m «3-/ .̂^

DIRECTOR, FBI
—tpi-
REC^*

i.* -«
I

SAC, NEW YORK (157-1542) (P)ROM: mTOE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE A/SQ <Jt+S?7C£ \jUBJECT:

Re Newark alrtel to New York, dated 9/10/65 andlew York telephone call to Newark, 9/13/65 «
T/J

7 \V
Information copies are being supplied to Jacksonfend New Orleans as New York is of the opinion the captioned

, ./fJtnd ’’The Deacons for Defense and Justice" (DDJ) are oneg g Sand the same.
f 1

. »
y«

* f
<v
Vh *

>This is to confirm re telephone conversationbetween New York Supervisor RAYMOND J. RUCKEL and NewarkSupervisor WALTER MC VEY during which Newark was requestedto send 1 \ to the party to be held for the benefitof the captioned at "The Place"* /100 West 82nd Street,NYC, on 9/18/65, at 10:00 p.m.(^/(X.For the Information of the Bureau, Jackson and
l who has furnished reliable Information,,(In the past, advised SA JAMES R. LAUGHLIN on 9/8/65, that on ' "

9/6/65, while at Camp Midvale, Ringwood, New jersey, hepurchased a $2.00 ticket to the affair from JUANITA LNU, aNegro female, 5*2", 110 lbs., age 35 - 40, black hair anddark brown compl
"Meet a Deacon".
(3-Bureau (RM)
2-Newark (157-New)(RM)1-Jackson (INFO)(RM)
,1-New Orleans (INFO)(RM)
1-New York

0b7D
V

5

b7D
New Orleans, P*8)|0i

tt lo .oThe ticket hope the statementson. aU. B :

1 SEP 15 ]o55
\t0

H zSEmsaam&GAJ:pam

-&&(9) sun-tfoCLASS. & EXT.UBY
REASON - FCIMln 1
DATE OF REVIDJHI

&Yed&, PerSpecial Agent .In Charge
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NY 157-1542
Por the information of the Bureau and other

receiving offices, though there is no information to
indicate the organization is sponsoring .'this 'affair,the current Neŵ York City Address-Telephone Directory
reflects thg/^est Bide Unified Action Council,, phone362-4954, is located at "IDD”Wst 6^nd street, NYC.

fOn 1/2/65,| L reliable, advised]theCy^/AWest Side unified Action Committee (WSUAC), 100 West 82ndStreet, NYC,’was -formerly known as West Side CORE.

.
b7D

The WSUAC has sponsored or co-sponsoreddemonstrations, rallies and/or fund-raising affairs during1965 with one or more of the following organizations:

The Upper West Side Du Bols Club
The Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee
/The Mississippi Freedom Democratic party

NYO is of the opinion this affair could possibly
£ult of the trip to NYC in July, 1965 by

.JOMAS, a representative of the I)DJ ( and the meeting‘UrrG/jI/C5“tretween 3 NYC Revolutionary Ac’tion Movement (RAM)members and THOMAS in Jonesboro, Louisiana, during which
time the merger of the Deacons, RAM and the Organization
for Black power was discussed. MAX STANFORD, NYC RAMrepresentative, told THOMAS,JESSE GRAY, the leader of the
Organization for Black Power, is supposedly going to obtain
$30,000.00 and that THOMAS could obtain $10,000.00 of this
money. STANFORD did not say when or how GRAY is to obtain
this money.(W Qi.

be the
ERNEST!

BSS, NYCPD, advised.
LEADS

NEWARK

AT NEWARK, NEW JERSEY. Will submit LHM suitable
for dissemination to Bureau with copies to Jackson,y/^New Orleans and New York, re Informant’s attendance.^//

NEW YORK

lcpwr through sourcesAT NEW YORK, NEW YORK
and submit LHM re source’s' at'be] t

C'.'iJijlDKP.'TWI 1
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Washington, D.C*
September 9, 1965

In Reply,Plea** Refer to
FU* No. i

t i

*
ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER (OBP)

*
i

i

On September 8, 1965, a confidential source who
has furnished reliable information in the past, advised the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) as follows concerning
the OBP meeting held in Detroit,.Michigan, on September 4
and 5, 1965:

i

i 4

<
l

i

The meeting was originally planned to be a meeting
of the OBP "steering committee^and would have been for a
small group. However, J^sse/Gray, National Director, OBP,
on his own initiativeP‘decidecr’”td extend an invitation to
the Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM) of New York City.
RAM is described in the appendix section. The end result
was a meeting of several hundred
Detroit meeting of OBP at 5028 Joy Road,
at the September 4, 1965, meeting,
attached.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Detroit, Michigan; Chicago,

I

?
1

i
iv/

\V/w l
persons present at the

Jesse Gray presided
A copy of the program is

Among those present were members of: RAM from

<

I

I

i

Illinois; Cleveland, Ohio; Dayton, Ohio; and Portland, Oregon;
N̂orthern,Student Movement represented by.Mr.Vstrickland of ,

Detroit, and some
''from New York* City;.Deacons „For Defense and

Justice represented by Ernesjt^Thomas of Bogalusa,..Louisiana;'Associated Community Teams'(ACT) repinesentbd by Nahaz^Rogers^̂^“and wife of"Chicago,r~and JuliusvV\Hobson, Washinetffn.-D.C,
Others present were: William RTyDavi'sT'of the Freedom

// Action/Committee, Phi1ad6lphiSTTPeh James>{Bogg^arrd~wife7Grace
/ ^Landry ôf The Chicago ACT1?/ /$sr~’ , ils/rr.

*«., Pennsylvania, "OBP"member
oggs,, Detr6it7^Michigan,._ did.nptl attend. Reverend Albert,B,.

...^league. _Jr.. a Detroit minister who is campaigning for Detroit

^WX'Jcouncilman, was also present* there were many young Negroes -present who were reportedly members of RAM. Many individuals b6

" .present refused to divulge their identity, especially among
those reported to be RAM members. The RAM members had no
visible leaders at the meeting. *

The Saturday, September'4, 1965, evening session 0)frrt
was called to order by James Boggs. Registration for delegates”*

was $1 per person. Boggs welcomed those present, and
extended his greetings to all.
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M
\ '(Jesse Gray, National Director, OBP, then spoke

about the present poor economic conditions of Negroes in
the United States <US)« Gray also stated many Negroes '

were against fighting in the present conflict between
* , South Viet Nam and North Viet Nam in which the US is

involved* • Gray attempted to counsel against the tearing-
up, and destruction of Selective Service cards carried by
young men eligible for duty in the armed forces of the
US* This suggestion had come from an unidentified man*

Ernest Thomas of the "Deacdns For Defense and
Justice” of Bogalusa, Louisiana, was a guest speaker* He
talked about "Self Defense” as practiced by the "Deacons”
in Louisiana* , Thomas voiced his opposition to the refusal
to fight for the US in Viet Nam. He stated the "Deacons"
hoped to protect themselves and other Negroes against any
attacks by "white people" in the South* Thomas stated the

< "Deacons" have obtained guns for self *defense and have
established "ham" radio stations to provide quick communication
for the "Deacons'.'• He also urged those present to refrain
from becoming involved in any riots or acts of violence.

Two unidentified male Negroes from Los Angeles
reported concerning the recent riot and destruction of a
great portion of Los Angeles* These men reported as follows:
The looting and shooting in Los Angeles was done by organized *

gangs, not named, who had been ordered to shoot but not hit
anyone* One policeman was hit accidently* This occurred
as a result of 40-50 young "kids" shooting in the destroyed
area* The looting was also done by organized gangs who
looted block by block* The organizers were not mentioned*

ft

*
During the September 4, 1965, meeting, persons

reportedly .members of RAM urged that Negroes called for
induction i&to military service, go to the local boards and,
tear up their, Selective Service cards. These RAM members
also indicated they believed the OBP was much too mild in
dealing with the problems of housing, jobs, education, and -
police brutality as they concern the Negroes in the US*

RAM in Detroit reportedly has assembled 50 to 60
young Negroes eligible for induction into the US Armed Forces
at the Wayne County, Michigan, induction center* They -are
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*reported tobe'readytoteairuptheir Selective Service
cards.when- called lor Induction-at:* -the induction,center*
Th^se men were located bjran”'announcement made from an .
automobile which'iiad been driven* around' in the "ghetto”
area* of Detroit* RAM people also suggested that Negroes
in the armed forces should refuse to follow orders of
officers*
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The first confidential source stated on
September 8, 1965, that a‘Negro named General Baker, Jr.
of Detroit, is to be inducted into the US Army on
September 10, 1965, in Detroit* Plans for sympathy
demonstrations protesting Baker's induction are planned
for Cleveland, Ohio, and New York' City, but none will be
held in Washington, D.C.

Julius W. Hobson, Chairman of District of
Columbia (DC) ACT spoke concerning his desire to attend
the future conference President Lyndon Baines Johnson
wants to hold with leaders of the '/Civil Rights” move-
ment* Hobson stated his position wpuld result in
maintaining a line of communication with representatives
of. the US Government interested in eliminating poverty,
and providing for the essential needs of the under
privileged* The general feeling of those present in many
instances was that the OBP should not attend any conference
called by President'Johnson, as they feared further con-
tainment in the present Negro "ghettos” of the large
cities in the United States* Hobson told the meeting he
would attend any conference called by President Johnson
if Hobson is invited *
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Unidentified persons present critized the United
States Government's poverty program and called it a failure.

I

The OBP meeting on Sunday afternoon, September 5;
1965, was presided over by Julius W.Hobson* The afternoon
was devoted to arguments for and against serving'IH’the
US armed forces in Viet Nam, opposition to fighting in the
Viet Nam conflict, refusal to fight in Viet Nam when ordered
to do,so, and opposition to the present US poverty program.

i

During the afternoon session about ten young Negro
males carrying ”M-1” type rifles attempted to enter the meeting
place* The first one was refused 1 admission unless he
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disposed of his rifle. That man and the other rifle bearers
placed their rifles in a nearby automobile and came to tho
meeting,' There was one policeman directing traffic on a
nearby corner during the "rifle" incident. It was not learned
whether the rifles were loaded and who carried them.

The Sunday afternoon meeting adjourned at about
3:30 p.m. and about ten persons went to dinner at the James

^ Detroit,

Later that afternoon a street rally sponsored by
RAM was held* on 12th Street in. eastern Detroit, Several
thousand people attended, apparently from the nearby slum
area. The speakers at the rally were Julius W, Hobson,
James Boggs', Jesse Gray, and Reverend Albert B, Cleage.
Hobson spoke about police brutality, poverty program needs,
and the need for adequate employment.

An unidentified male Negro of RAM stated at the
rally that nb disturbance was desired and he urged all to
attend the September 10 rally planned as a protest demon-stration at , the Fort Wayne Induction Station at Livernois
and Jefferson Streets in Detroit, He passed out handbills
advertising the rally, A copy of. the handbill is attached*
Unidentified* men also passed out copies of the following:

' '* ' 3 • t •
1, Booklet, 16 pages, ^niitled "The Los Angeles

War Cry", "published by RAM, Black Liberation Front of
the USA*.\ .

* *V,
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2, Booklet, 32 pages, captioned "Black America
Arm Yourselves For a War of Self Defense and Survival",
"published by RAM, Black, Liberation Front of the USA",:v;u1 , > .

3, "Black Vanguard, August 1065", a 59 page
book, which can be subspribed to at Black Vanguard,
P.0, 502, Detroit 21, Michigan. '-'vJ. , i

Also available during the OBP meetings was a
copy of a newspaper published by The Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee of California, entitled "The
Movement", dated July, 1965,
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The first source also advised that Mr., Stric1(Land,
Detroit, Northern. Student Movement was very, opposed to the
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This caused RAM members to try to getRAM comments,
Strickland evicted from the meeting. I

I

Comments by an unidentified RAM member at the
OBP meeting indicated that RAM is the same as an organi-
zation known by the letters ARM, This individual stated
that RAM is known as ARM in some cities. He did not name
the cities.k r

i

-*r . 1

<

The first source also learned that Julius Hobson
and William R, Davis, OBP members, had indicated during
private conversations, that they believed Jesse Gray made
a big mistake by inviting RAM to the OBP meeting in Detroit*
Their concern was based on the fact that RAM is not a
member of the OBP and,therefore, should not have been
invited to a meeting.which was to be a "steering committee"
gathering, Hobson and Davis were rather alarmed at the '
comments and attitude of the RAM .members present at the
OBP meeting, H0bson and Davis are afraid that the OBP may
be taken over and dominated by RAM,

i

The first source advised further that the OBP
will not participate in any acts of destruction of Selective
Servicejcajrds or advocate insurrection' by members of the
US armed forces.
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The source also stated that William R,, Davis
teaches in the. Philadelphia schools, and is'in close contact
with Negroes in the Philadelphia slum areas, Davis is
well regarded by these Negroes and* has good relations with
some Negro gangs “in Philadelphia, Davis has.arranged to
hold a fund-raising rally inside a Philadelphia church on
Saturday, September 11, 1965, Davis has organized a group
known as "Gangs Incorporated'-' and hopes to raise money to
enable the group,to help^dstitute Negroes* Davis has
invited Jesse Gray, DicjgvGregory, and-Julius W*. Hobson
to attend the raliyr^no’ma
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REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVEMENT
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On November 3, 1964, a source made available a
dpciunont entitled MTlie Revolutionary Action Movement ManifostO|M
iho doeuiftont having boon obtained by tho aourco froM an
individual known to be a member of the Revolutionary Action. Movement (RAM).
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This documont stated, in part, that RAMwaŜ officially

organized in the Wintor of 1963 by Afro-Americans who support
tho revolutionary objectives of_Robcrt_J^<Williams, now
residing in.Cuba., and his concept of or{*ani2zed violence to
achieve tho liberation of the Afro-American people in the
United States. This Manifesto disclosed that RAM had oriented •

,its program to one of education and political revolution and
the organization of a "black" political party with revolutionary
objectives, having recognized tho need for a "black revolution"that could and would seize power. RAM philosophy is described
in this document as one of revolutionary nationalism, that is,ono involving the struggles of the nonwhite races of the world
against exploitation and enslavement by ’the white capitalist
and imperialist nations.
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Regarding Williams, it should bo noted that on
August 28, 1961, a Federal warrant was issued at Charlotte,
North Carolina, charging him with Unlawful Flight to< Avoid,Prosecution for the crime of kidnapping. Subsequent to the
issuanco of this warrant, Williams fled the United States to
Cuba, where he now publishes a monthly newsletter entitled"The Crusader" from Havana.
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Tills source in September, 1964, advised RAM is
dedicated to the overthrow of the capitalist system in the
United States, by violence if necessary, and to its replacement
by a socialistic system oriented toward the Chinese communistinterpretation of Marxisra-L ninism. RAM is entirely nonwhiteiivmembership, clandestine in nature, and owes its primaryai1fFiance,5° "Bandung World," that is, tho nonwhitc racesof tho world rather than to any national entity* as such.
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On November 16, 1964, a second source advised he
learned recently from an RAM member that the organization
bogaryin Detroit. Michigan, largely under the impetus of

nV^rceman, described as the "Father" of RAM and referred to
ascroll's "Black Stalin." Freeman served as RAM Chairman, with
Maxwell Stanford, now of Now ,York City, formerly

^
of Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania, serving as RAM Field Chairman.
>

This source stated in May, 1965, there has been no
formal headquarters, as such, for RAM but that headquarters
have been with Freeman since he has played such a dominant role
in the leadership of and has dirocted the policies and activities
of the ,organization•
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J-& Within recent months, according to the second source,
dissension within RAM has become evident and some dissatisfaction
with Freeman's leadership has arisen. So far as is known, how-ever, he remains the titular .leader of RAM.
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To date, according to the second source in May, 1965,
RAM has organized units and membership in several of the larger
cities in the United States east of the Mississippi River and
the organization is currently active in attempting to recruit
new members and expand its sphere of influence.
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1The white racist decision makers (Johnson andthe other thugs) , must take us for stone foolsif they think black people will serve as can-non fodder for the Hitler type war machinedesigned to mercilessly slaughter Asians in, Vietnam. _

,’ Especially in the light of the atrocities com-mitted by the racist beast in Los Angeles.In Los Angeles they called the Bloody slaught-er cf our people operation "cJLea_n 'swel-p". irf "
Vietnam they called the same*VpTration ”,,search -and destroy11. The victims arc the same'*!world over , ‘dark people fighting whiteimperialism and oppression.Ue are serving noti
we will fight
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Group Formed
To Help
Arm Negroes

i

I
I Ii

! r
r ft>/ l d i> r1

i O

j r / > e >
V. i it->< *

< 7 >T l' t ^ J: i

^ fo ^ tAUSTIN — (AP) - M a r k

^iein, Cornell University sto
bent, said today a groupJs be-
ing organized to aid th^foes-cons for Defense and JusticeT”* .
whicn ne described as an armed"""
Negro self-defense group.

He said the Deacons h a v e
chapters in Louisiana, Alabama
and Mississippi.

The Austip group w i l l be a .
Committee to Aid

t
1.

t

\
i called ‘

the Deacon!/* Klein said. 'He
[ said it will raise money for the

Deacons.
\

J
a i

Klein, who Is In Austin for
the summer, is the spokesman
for the group.

r
t
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AIRTEL

SEP 1 '9196^TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-3022)
FROM: SAC, WFO (157-583)
ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER (OBP)
RACIAL MATTERS
(00:NY)

NS

^3j- Bureau (Enc. 8)
Chicago.(157-678)(Enc. 5)(RM)
(1 - - )(LAWRENCE LANDRY)
(1 - )(RAM)
(1 - )(ACT)
(1 - )(NAHAZ ROGERS)

2 - Cincinnati (Enc.2)(RM)i . „
_

t
(1 - 157-628) „ 0 beftCOKtS
(i - )(RAM) .nr:—2 - Cleveland (Enc.2)(RM) /Hv/J> , I A/C •
(1 - 157-393) ,.
(1 -

1

\
CN

/
)(RAM)

5 - Detroit (Enc. 5)(RM)
(1 - 157r»958) .
(1 -(1 -(1 -(1 -2 - Los Angeles(Enc.2)(RM)

3 - New Orleans(Enc. 3)(RM)
- )(OBP).

'3'

)(GRACE BOGGS)
)(JAMES BOGGS)
)(RAM)
)(Rev. ALBERT CLEAGLE)

b6
b7C

2o(l -(l - )(ERNEST THOMAS)
)(Deacons for Defense and Justice)(1 -2 - New York (Enc. 2)(RM)

(1 - 157-1469)(1 - b6)(JESSE GRAY)
4 - Philadelphia (Enc. 4)(RM) „

(1 - 157-1508) ..
b7C

(1 -" (1 -(1 -2 - Portland (Enc. 2)(RM)
(1 -(1 -4 - WFO
(1 - 157-583)(OBP)(irl
(1 - 157-461)(RAM)(1 - 157-425)(ACT|LL|NF0RMAT|QN QQMTAlfitB

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATF f t('& RV SP/&6/A-

fa u^

)(WILLIAM DAVIS)
)(RAM)
)(Freedom Action Committee)<sP

3 )(OBP)
)(RAM) /S ^y

NOTBEGORDBfl
150 SEP 22 1965 i
1 b6

b7C
b7D

HHK:wjj
(34)

A

f
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WFO 157-583

ReNYtel, 9/1/65; reWFOairtel and LHM, 9/2/65;
reWFOtel, 9/2/65; reCGtel, 9/8/65.

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight conies of an
LHM regarding an OBP meeting attended by |
in Detroit, Michigan, on 9/4,5/65. LHM copies being sent
as follows: Chicago, 5; Cincinnati, 2; Cleveland, 2;
Detroit, 5; Los Angeles 2,; New Orleans, 3; New York, 2;
Philadelphia, 4; Portland, 2.

b7D

b7D]furnished the LHM information
to SA HILMKR H. KREBS on 9/8/65. On 9/8/65,|
SA KREBS the copies of the booklets and attachments,
as WFO has no knowledge whether New York may have copies
of the booklets and SNCC newspaper, no copies were made due
to the large number of pages which would need to be copied.
WFO will maintain these booklets in the 1A serial of WFO
157-583.

]furnished
Inasmuch

The confidential sotiree in the LHM is I
] identity as a

b7D
It is believed that

source should be treated as ceufideuliTTl in view of the
were disclosed as havingpossible danger existing if[

helped the FBI.
|expressed great concern regarding the

future of the OBP. He was disgusted, and voiced it, regarding
JESSE GRAY*s action in having invited RAM to the Detroit

stated he was shocked at the arrogant
attitude displayed by the reported RAM members at the OBP
meeting. He advised that the attempt by the group of about
ten men, each carrying an "M-l" Army rifle, to enter the meeting
frightened [
poor leadership in the OBP.|
of Philadelphia is also very concerned about ,JESSE GRAY*s.
apparent lack of leadership qualities.

I is giving serious consideration to terminating his
affiliation with the OBP as he is afraid that some
irresponsible individual or individuals may do something
which could touch off a riot at some future date. Such an
act would give the entire "Civil Rights" Movement a most
unfavorable reputation, one that would destroy most of the
progress made to the present. | |stated he wants to
work for "rights" for Negroes but not where there may be a
chance of violence.

b7D
meeting.

He was blaming JESSE GRAY for showing
1 stated WILLIAM R. DAVIS

stated that

- 2 -
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WFO 157-583 *

b7DI stated that he hopes to discuss the
future of the OBP with DAVIS and JESSE GRAY on 9/11/65
in Philadelphia. [
continue to work with the OBP.
GRAY that [

]will then decide whether he will
He hopes to convince

] method of moving slowly is desirable.
]praised the efforts of President LYNDON B. JOHNSON

in attempting to obtain for all Negroes the.rights that
rfiave been denied them in the past.

Copies of the LHM being disseminated locally
to Secret Service, OSI, MDW, DIO-NDW.

On 9/8/65, f I made available a copy of
a resolution submitted by the OBP at the 9/5/65 meeting
in Detroit. Only three or four were given out by the OBP
leaders. I 1 stated he objected vigorously to the
contents of the resolution but was not able to have more
moderate language used. In view of the limited distribution
it was deemed advisable to omit it from the LHM. A copy
of the resolution is attached to this airtel.

b7D

WFO has no characterizations for:

Northern Student Movement
Freedom Action Committee
Deacons for Defense and Justice

- 3 -



I
!

i
I

t (I

A -' -
I 4
9

%m »
* .

tii

Tho war in Victim is a counter-revolutionary war of tho United States*

1
f II

/k

Government,seeking to doainato tho political, eocial and cooncede structure
i

s

of all Vietnam and ready to dostroy tho whole world if it cannot bally,boat
i

*""T,\

or boo it into submission* This countor-revolutionary war has nothing to do >
il

I-

with which president has boon,night havo boon or nay bo ©looted,whothor this *
*

i

-''’'''bo Eisenhower,Kennedy,Johnson,Goldwator, or cesocno yet unheralded,bat stems
£c

i

from tho structure of tho Anorican cyston itself which is basod upon oxpLoitation
fc iI ii

:i
I

*
I

and ihoroforo cannot co-oxist with tho liberation strugglo3 of thopooploo of ‘

* i i

t
tho wh xforld whoso prosent'state of undordovolopaent is tho direct cosuit of

l *
ii

iii

thoir supor-cxploitation yesterday and today* i
> >

i i
i t • n •1 1

i

*Thoro is no negotiation with counter-revolution;, it is not sufficient
* i

i

to protest against it* Thoro i3 only ono tiay to combat countor-rovolutionaxy t

v i: A%I

power end that is with rovolutionaiy power*
.1

l

l

*

t

Today it is Viotnan,Santo-Dcralngo and Cuba - Asia and batin America.
unito i

l •

Tomorrow as tho peoples of tho African continont basin to establish thoir
i

i
ii *

olutionary power in hoad-on clash with tho countororovolutionary forces

at homo and abroad
of South Africa and Rhodesia,it will bo ffrica. But ovoryijhoro it is colored

»4 M-y•w«own

i
i

*i
si

peoples who aro tho emerging forces of world rovolution in hoad-on clash with
tho government of
/ tho United States bocauco it is tho colored peoples of tho world who haeo boon

!

*

r:

J*
i

t SI *I ii J

*
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da-.r.ocl by supor-oxploitaticn* i

*
! In the Unitcxl States

Taa Organisation Tor Black rowor/declcrpa its solidarity with t!»co »*
i

i

c:ocrginj vovnlutiaiary forces end its dotorninaticn to work with those forces

«o dcclr.ro that saedfeseft tha sens of blackin theory and ,in practice*I i *
f, “ *

< 1
t

mothers shall not riit thoir, lives tocwcad tho XXK in fteijScdSmfiscot Yiotnan
*rxr*'^

i
!I

or any pari of Asia, Africa or Latin America and call vpoa .our pooplo to
XVooctas

*cir» tlvo k&isosAfcs; Amy for Black Pooplo Sex readies and the stragglo for

I

\ l

<:
i

black pcr,;or or* this continent*
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August 51st., 1965San Antonio, Texas. t

x/ To Mr.1. Bdgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

; Wasgington, D.0.
Dear Mr. Hoover;
The enclosed clipping is alarming because of the seeming laxity of
the law in permitting tjiis Orhanization of Negros to arm.
For self - defense? Never in the ^history of our country has so much
progress for the Negro been accomplished as now.
Anti - Castro Communists refugees from Cuba, endeavoring to accu-i 1

mulate arms for the purpose of regaining their country, have been
arrested and their arms confiscated by the law, and, there have been
accounts in the Press of Anti-Communists Organizations being arrested

having a cache of arms, yet, this Negro Organization openly arms
without restraint.
Copies of this clipping have been sent to President Johnson and Texas
Governor Connelly with the above comments, excusing anonymity, by

stating that, one fears to sign their signiture since ’our sweet
land of liberty1 has come to such a sad state of affairs, one may
have their tongue cut out for expressing an honest opinion.

Thanh you Sir, for having given the matter your attenrion.
United States Citizen.

P
f *

t
' ir

\

l

:8- V> <
«
H«2

i

vj«
o -o
vi£}
* .&•

« >

y3
*i $d
*& :>/

/• a
<•*

< 1 1 „

Suggestion to our President to quell riots was deportationP. S.
for the Leaders and Killers.

i.

/ ***REC- 60 /5"7- C 6 * vVvALL IPFORVATW!CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE l-nJLS'i

*1

iv'2 SEP 17 1965

l
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
b6FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
b7COPTIONAL FO«M NO. V>

MAY 1962 CCHTION
GSA OEN. RCO. NO, 27

.5010-107 1BY:[DATE 08-31-2018

*^VERNMENTUNITED STATES

Memorandum
RECTOR, FBI DATE: 9/22/65(U)

: SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1008)
<2>

THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
RM

Re Newark AT and LHM dated 9/20/65.
Reference to all available publications, maps,

postal guides, etc. fails to disclose a Harpers Ferry,
Maryland. Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, is just across
the Maryland line and source in referenced airtel could
have meant the affair in honor of John Brown to be held
at the West Virginia location.jj^̂ TT

Enclosed for Pittsburgh office is a copy of
referenced airtel and letterhead memorandum.

'ALLINFORM^HEREIN is u;
ExorrWEREEmm
OTHERWISE ^

TipN CONTAINED
ASSISTED;- Bureau

- Newark (157-1992)2 - Pittsburgh (Enel. 2)
1 - Baltimore
BFN:ers ,
(6)

OMNmASIG
l)AI

18 SEP 23-1965

9 s* VHi

'6

n»

.-a
P»#» - mUIu

P SEP 28 Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan~r\

.vt



DERIVED WMM : tyfil AUTOMATI:DECLASSI£1CATION GUIDE
CATE 08-23-2018 b6

BY:[ 1 b7C

4ED STATES DEPARTMENT 0 IJSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Newark, New JerseyIn Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

September 20, 1965

THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
RACIAL MATTERS

A source advised on September 20,
Saturday, September 18, 1965, a party to benef£tr£fie
Deacons for Defense was attended from about midnight,
September 18, 1965, to.about 4 a.m., September 19, 1965.
The party wasjjejd at 100 T/est G2nd Street, first floor,
New York CityT *

About 200 - 250 persons were at the party which
consisted of drinking and dancing.’ The only persons known. by name viere Juanita (last name unknown), who is a Negro
female, 5’2" tall,. 110 pounds, age 35-40, black hair, dark
brown complexion; Bill (last name unknown), the bartender,
male, of Cuban or Puerto Rican descent,, 5*10" tall, 160 pounds,
dark brown hair, near olive complexion, clean-shaven, angular
face; and Bertha (last name unknown), Negro female, age YLAaround 30, height 5*8", 135 pounds, medium brown complex!on.

A group of women appeared to be sponsoring this
The group consisted of five white women and eightparty.

Negro women. They had various duties. One of them ^ Aannounced that the party had made a profit of over $400/j^y*
After the party broke up, a group of nineman and

seven women went to I
New York City* This appeared to be the apartment of
Bill (last name unknown), the bartenderj^and one of the
women who was in charge of the party.

At theapartment, Bill remarked that parties are
held every Saturday at 100 West 82nd Street, New York
City, to raise money for various causes. The impression

that money was raised mainly for civil rights

b6
\, b7C

was received
activity in)

Bill also remarked that he Intended on September 19
to go to Harper*s Ferry, Maryland, to arrange1965,

CLASS.& EXT. WlS^K Ĵt
REASON - FCIM llT 1-Zm.DATE OF REYIEW

ENCLOSURE
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THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE

some affair to be held there on December 4, 1965, in honor
of John Brown. Bi
later in the week*

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation*
It is the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and is loaned to your agency; it and its consents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.

dicated he would make this trip
T(U)

t
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\
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Date: 9/20/65jii r
Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or*ode )

AIRTBLVia
(Priority or Method of Mailing )

HBRBiffI
' EXrpoj-OIXZKW

k TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

i 3FROM: SAC, NEWARK (157-1992)(RUC)
CLASS. & EX
REASON - MISKI
DATE OF .REVIEW

SUBJECT: THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
RACIAL MATTERS>K © > Qa

tu ss
Re New York airtel to the Bureau dated 9/14/65*o§s

«• <

3
a•

5, Enclosed for the Bureatr are eight copies of letter-'§a head memorandum captioned as above. Enclosed for Baltimore

^*2 and New York are two copies of letterhead memorandum*
o Enclosed for Jackson and New Orleans is one copy each of

32 letterhead memorandum*A o-*_ o No copy of referenced communication was sent toO tA
Baltimore.

wo The source referred to in the letterhead memorandum
eg is I ij who has furnished reliable information in
jo the past* A written report was obtained from the informant

by SA JAMES R, LAUGHLIN on 9/20/65. which report will be
filed in Newark File | U This was the first time
this informant attended any affair at 100 West 82nd St*,New York City, and,consequently, did ngt know any of the
individuals by their complete name.f

b3
b7D
b7E

For the information of Baltimore, The Deacons,

for Defense and Justice (believed to be identical with
captioned organization) are a militant Negro civil rights
group who have vowed to fight tht&Ete)Klux Klan wi$V / /
physical violence,, if necessaryJVfjjjjtjJ" IS *7 ~ /

Bureau (Encs. 8WL CO.
2 - Baltimore,(Encs.% b/fef^c
1 - New Orleans;(Ehc* I$)-(Info)‘ $08 RB
1 - Jackson (Enc* 1)"Cidfb)
2-- New Yyrkr(l57=i542)-(gii

<a>- XHM 1 SEP 211985—grr-rl

^-2 ):
rk b3

r3 b7DV Sent R3HSpecial Agent in Cha; b7E :IIrCffl'L
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NK 157-1992
For the additional information of Baltimore,

New York in re airtel advised that the Y/est SideUnified
Action Council (Y/SIJAC) is located at 100 West 32nd St
New York City, according to the current New York City
Address Telephone Directory. The USUAC was formerly known
as YJest Side CORE. [(Source: I I on 1/2/65 - reliab
The YJSUAC has sponsored or co-sponsored demonstrations,
rallies, and/or fund-raising affairs during 1965 with one
or more of the following organizations:

The Upper YJest Side Du Bois Club

The Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee

The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party

• >
b7D

LEADS

BALTIMORE

At Harpers Ferry, Md.:
on 12/4/65 in honor of

~

LHM and advise the Bureau, i

Identify the planned affair
iOT?N, mentioned in encloseds

i V i

Nm YORK

Attempt to identify
BILL (LMVl), mentioned in enclosed'LHM and advise Bureau,
Baltimore, Jackson, New Orleans and Newark.

At New York City, New York:

2

*L
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F B I

Date: 9/22/65
Transmit the following in

( Type in plaintext or aode )

AIRTEL AIR MAILVia
{ Priority )

L

fr'l TO DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)
SAC, SAVANNAH (157-731)(P)
DEACONS OE- DEFENSE AND-JIISTTP.K^ TNP , .
aka

V
FROM

O REO-' <

SUBJECT

RM

Re Savannah letter, 9/15/65.
On 9/14/65̂ ALAN^IURDUS and LEONARufeviDMAN, COREfield workers at St. George. C.. adTO'ia f̂SIttsaiO^iaptersof this organization have been formed in the St. George, S. Carea but that if harassment of civil rights workers in thisarea does not come to a halt, they believe a chapter will beformed.

* >

i
They claimed that several people whom they refuse toidentify have asked questions concerning thip organization. The,questions they claimed were asked of -H£TOaDiSUVERp, ACLU lawyerin St. George:;. S.^

_-£..T on 9/13/65. They also claimed theywere not at liberty to divulge the advice given these peopleby DiSUVERO.
This matter will be followed closely to determineif a chapter is formed in this area. /

/
Bureau (RM)

J- Savannah psssr”DATEizi*L_6Y^̂ L^7-HCB:elh
(4)

3 SEP 241965 ,u0.-17) boS

G G « l'

,^%'t>* ' * jtJ ,

jl-4*i .ft
V

s|6S
rAgent in Charge

Sent , Per



*0-1 (Rev. S-S-64)

UNITED STATES GO r*MNMENT V '
X «

Memorandum f-J 7
9/23/65157-1184LOS ANGELES: SAC, (Your file ) DATE:TO

157-2466 USPoSt in .file and
^̂ •d̂ struy-Osi.

( For SOG MS#
only )

: > Director, FBI , (Bufile and Serial )FROM

Roomi

/DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL”MATTERS" ’——SUBJECT :

:

ALL-INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN ISU;:3u,"3TI:D ' •

‘
Q 1.:Bufiles indicate this case is delinquent. Give

ReBulet 8/17/65•Q

O airtel Q letterhead memo Q submitted ,
Q- 2. DATE Q report ' 7̂'

OXletter Q 90-day progress letter will be submitted
/ C

Reporting employee
3. If -valid reason exists for not submitting report at'this time, state reason specifically and

when report will be submitted - . ... . . . - . - - -

Inquiry Investigation
Q letterhead memo

4., Status of Appeal
O airtel

Q 5. Submit Q report
letter

( Place reply hereon and ' return to Bureau. Note recel\

Prosecution
i\ SL^irtU—'"LD’.

^
iv.‘<Dut35 "

:ni^aop-$ertali-m-ca$e file.)

t1 ED if i’

grislefteQ 90-day pro letter by , (

. ivjar, '4SruTacknowledĝ

‘ t r
vt« r

* . a *

V,$» GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE;1964-0-738̂ 077
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•-I (Rev,

UNITED STATES G&RNMENT ‘11 * ^4* V*
i *

Memorandum
/ y

K? 9/23/65CHARLOTTE: SAC, (Your file ) DATE:
c*TO : , Director, FBI (Bufile and Serial . 157-246$^^*

' "

Room
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL"MATTERS

' 1

* a

Afost in file and^r )x
n. 8̂08rR^B^£ (For SOG u$o

only )
f is

SUBJECT :
*

leA \? >H « VlV*^ t o - T~’6‘

bUJ g-̂ «C> ut

1. -Bufiles indicate this case is delinquent. Give specific reason for delinquency.

^DEMONSTRATIOP^5PLYMOUTH,^WASHSGTON̂ COUNTY
CR - EL KM

ID ; NXv;-8/14/65

, Q letterhead memo

O 90-day progress letter jX]

O airtel
KJ 2. DATE O report

tX letter
Reporting employee

Q 3. If valid reason exists for not submitting report at thislii
when report will be submitted - I C

Q submitted

mi

Q Inquiry {^Investigation O Prosecution
letterhead memo to verify presence of "Deacons"

allegedly sent to Plymouth NX,
hv from Atlanta , Ga,

1JK] 4. Status of Appeal
O airtel

5. Submit Q report
O letter 90-day progress letter

^( Place reply hereon and return to Bureau. Moke ^d îS^kdoiiled^̂ lnt1 kin)top serial in case file.)
JMEimmQIJSSlFlED

VklE-JLl2-EBY ftHg.
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Date: 9/16/65
Transmit the .following in -.

(Type in plaintext or code )

&1H21SLViat.
( Priority )

i L
y"

*

DIRECTOR, FBI(157-2466)
SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-4X3)(RUC)
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND . JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTER

1
f

f
<

1

1' >•» s-If"

(1 Re San Antonio Alrtel to the DirectorSr :

8/28/65 • I

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 8
copies of Letterhead memorandum on captioned matter
suitable -for dissemination.

o
J

Copies of this Letterhead memorandum are
being submitted locally to OSI, ONI, INTO, and U.S.
Secret Service. J

»

b6SA .T-l .IS 1 j

, Austin,
Texas, who had -requested that his name be kept confidential,
inasmuch as the information furnished by him was obtained
from a confidential informant.

AGENCY: ACSLONL
DEPX>^C

b7C

j
f

’IP
i

W&mw1
J2 SEP 23 B65

i
I

Of
LEADS

DATE FORjy
ALBANY HOW FORW:

j A/ 1MAINLINE.

!

%

BY:\ 1

AT ITHACA, KKf YORK* \ \i
1

!
Verify residence of MARK KLEIN and DOUGLAS

y
t

^ *,, , One copy of this Alrtel and LHM designated4?
gj for Houston for Information inasmuch as D.0UBLAS HAINLImS

resides within the Houston/Division.
-•

»<3i

g £a <* , 0 -ENCLOSURE ALL INFORMATICS CONTAINEDif tetSnftSSi8* : ' HEREIN ISUNCir-riED
2-New -Orloans- (Encl-2.)., . ( 157-3290)- DATF- .^. V-? .̂
2-AIbany (Enel 2)(157-163) '
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

San Antonio, Texas

September 16, 1965
In Replyi Please Refer to
File No.

1 DEACONS OP DEFENSE AND.JUSTICE
>4 \> 5» J*

tfOVt/ Gr SOrjIVClZT
On August 19, 1965, the registrar's office,

Cornell University, Ithaca, New
Information concerning MARK LEE

rk, revealed th£ following
EIN. .&/hJ

I Records reveal that KLEIN was born on|J J> B r o o k l y n , .registered in
"

the Coll
Arts and Sciences In the fallcf 2.962,
from Erasmus Hall High School - firnnifivn
residence at that time was
Current address was noted as]-I , T.

_ _LNfiX-York̂ - Parent or guardian Is Identified asJACP^LEIN of Brooklyn, New York.
Records of the Proctor Cornell Univpr»sif.v

that MARK KLEIN was placed on I
May 26, 1965 1

4

ege of
He was admitted b6

b7Ct»Q

I

i

reveal
b6on
b7C

THIS action was a result
01 room's aemonsurasion, along, with 63 other students,
on May 17, 19^5, at Barton Hall, Cornell University, of
the ROTC Presidential Review.
demonstration, according to the Proctor, was to protest
the ROTC as an arm of the Government for propagandists
subversion of the free education essential for the
democratic process in the United States as an arm of
the United States military policy.

Stated purpose of the

The records of the Albany Office reveal KLEINIs a member of the "Young Socialist League ,'Cornell
University" and the "Ad Hoc Committee on Viet Nam .at
Cornell".. The Young Socialist League at Cornell University,
’according to their own published pamphlet, is described as

ALL INFORMATP&OnTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCCr l̂ZD
DATE BY Sf/.

(W
ENCLOSURE
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

"a political group organized around the viewpoint that the
problems facing the world will be solved only through socialism,
the transfer of economical and political power to the working
class and in basic opposition to Capitalism and Communism,"

«

Mr.LOWELL GORGE, Proctor, Cornell University,
Ithaca, New York, characterized the "Ad Hoc Committee
on VietnNam at Cornell" as a student.group organized
in the spring of 1965 for the purpose of protesting U.S.
intervention in Viet Nam. They have sponsored demonstrations
on and off the campus and KLEIN has been active in these
demonstrations.

On September 14, 1965, San Antorfio T-l-ltTformedthat MARK KLEIN, accompanied by DOUGLASTHAINLINE. left
Austin on or about August 31, 1965, to return,to Cornell
University, Ithaca, New York. T-l advised that it was
understood that KT/RTW and TTATWT.TWTg were to reside at

, New York.

b6
b7C

T-l also advised that while KLEIN was in Austin^65 millimeter Argentina Mauser
T-l stated that .he assumed

Texas, KLEIN purchas
Rifle, serial number
that this rifle was still in KLEIN*s possession.

b6
b7C

The August 8, 1965, issue of the San -Antonio Light,
a daily newspaper in San Antonio, Texas, carried 1 an article
datelined Austin, Texas, stating that Mark Klein, a Cornell
University student, is responsible for the formation of the
Committee to Aid the Deacons, the purpose of which is to aid
"the Deacons for defense and justice." Klein described the
'.’Deacons" as "an armed Negro self defense *group;"

*« > » » •»

This document contains neither recommendations> nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agencyit and its contents are not , to
be distributed outside your agency.
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In Reply,Please Refer to
File No. San Antonio, Texas
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Reference Letterhead Memorandum dated and
titled as above
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i

All sources (except any listed below) WhoseIdentities are concealed in referenced communication havefurnished reliable information In the past.P
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Date: 9/21/65
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'1Transmit the following in =( Type in plaintext t>r cade!

AIRTEL AIR MAILVia1
, ( Priority )

-/- — f̂ r/ T H i:? C L\E S f f l S
DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)., , Jr&fyjh

FRANCISCO (157-573)

I\H•) 2-1<r>?i

i AC

^gAft
* t

SUBJE DEACONS OF .DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., akai A
•RM \

i

Be New Orleans airtel to pureau.-dated 8/4/65.
Investigation on 8/9/65 determine that telephone NoT'/t

567-5929# the number set forth in re airtel where THOMAS could
be reached .until 8/6/65 is listed tb'> ,,.. .h the San Francisco Chap-ter of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE).

A telephone call to the CORE office determine that
EARNEST THOMAS was not :in town and further that THOMAS was not
expected back In the San Francisco Area for some unknown time.
This time was stated to be some months In the future. THOMAS *
present whereabouts are unknown to San Francisco. San Francisco
was unable to Interview THOMAS as It Is believed that he left
the Bay Area prior to receipt by San Francisco of referenced
airtel.

/1 i ,' iri
vt.a*

/ >
4

Enclosed Is an IHM with eight copies for the Bureau and
three copies for New Orleans which set forth THOMAS’ known
activities In the San Francisco Bay Area. Sources used In the XH
are as follows:

V LKivI
4

ft,

308 KB
1

<0- Bureau (Ends. 8)(RM)
3 - New Orleans (Ends. 3)(RM)
2 - San Francisco

- 100-24927 (CORE)
ENCLOSURE „ .
/ ,CO

5ACSI, ONI, 0SI;SEC.&£fr;W‘cKIDEPT.; isa.CRD.

''•1.

14 SEP 20 m.t5
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&’AGENCY:
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•HOW-FOIWTt UTV
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ED STATES DEPARTMENT 0 STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
. I

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. San Francisco, California

September 21,‘ 1965

^H T I AC O N F I D .

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
G //'AA?

(A source advised on July 26, 19,65,/that
Vice President and Chief Organizer of the Deacons of Defense an
Justice, spoke at a reception Hel̂ ~bn̂ jdly“247“ 9̂657'“atr~3219*ElTis

Berkeley,
^California

. This meeting, was sponsored by the
Berkeley Chapter-of t̂he Congress of Racial Equality (CORE).

ct/f A
iEarnest'Thomas

St •S

a&>advise^/that Thomas
Further, that the current principal aim of the

/This source
4\mds.

said he was in the are
to raise
Deacons is to bring full time membership into their organization.

He indicated that the Deacons are a non-political organi-
zation and that the organization has been briefed by other civil
rights groups to avoid any political organization of any type. The
Deacons as individuals or as a group do not participate in civil
rights demonstrations in the south but patrol Negro areas of towns
to protect Negroes when troublemakers come into those areas. Thoma:
indicated that an effort was made by the Deacons to screen out
"hotheads” who would be apt to cause unnecessary trouble. The San
Francisco Chronicle, a daily newspaper published.in San Francisco,
set forth an interview of Ernest Thomas in its July 25, 1965 issue.
Copies of this article are attached for information.

)

\ A second source advised on July 2*f, 1965,/that Earn^0’

Thomas was on a regional tour to raise funds. Further, that he was
in the San Francisco Bay Area on July 25, 1965, and spoke at a rail;

C 0 N F I\D/E N T I A L
CLASS.& EXT.'Sys
REASON - FCIM IT}
DATE OF REYIEW

/7-a? m
tics

,do advn,

/ dec ?

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your

- agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your
;,Q agency.° J
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DEACONS OP DEFENSE AND JUSTICE. INC.
C O N P I D -EVN T I A L

V
held at the Macedonia Baptist Churchl 2135 Sutter Street, San
Francisco, on this date. This source reported that the purpose of
this tour is to set up ’Friends of the Deacons.”

The "Sun Reporter”, a weekly newspaper published in San
Francisco, which is directed toward the Negro population, in the
San Francisco Bay Area, set forth in its August 7, 1965 issue that
a fund raising reception for Earnest (Chilly Willie) Thomas,
Regional Vice President and Director of Organization of the Deacons
of Defense and Justice, Was held at the. "Sun Reporter" Euilding,
1366 Turk Street, San Francisco on August 5, 1965*

The sponsors Were set forth as a group of concerned Bay
Area Negro citizens to raise, funds inorder to furnish bail In the
amount of $13,000 for 18 persons who are now in jail in Jonesboro,
Louisiana.

C O N F I DNi N T 1
' A L
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such weapons of warfare as *wf it won’t be neces-j
machine guns. , £ar£ to hfuve *» organization

heS£ii.(£e“t“2£ M
A IVAY 1 , , get the protection we hopeful-, ***“ S°S? ,v nW#&> AMe to disband Inlay down their arms It re- a couple ot years or sooner.”1

?’*!) Sd maSPf Mttfr 4 p-“-“l at ,hesrjsrffjasas sisfa«ufT5;
The prevalent pbUwophyol “’•‘They'can'cSie'down andS?orSt!«m““ ^non-violence, said Ernest play pon-violence with those

SThomas, is not shared by rednecks .all they want iM#"'*'

\hose Negroes who have we who live dowA there have pOf
joined together in an armed our owa way of handling Cih i/ iaMjs&ilfe. Y&*brotherhood known as the things." f 4
Djtacons for. Justice and De- gut the Deacons would nev- t- /

‘ s t a r t a war, Thomas as*|‘We don’): intend to turnfccrted. I
the other cheek,” Thomas “We are not violent people !
said. “Only a fool does that.” as some 'Southerners might

Thomas, 52, is a vice presi- rhave 'you think 4.. we be-* jfv ;3jff
dent and on? of the founders h«ve 10 hve and let Iiv&-$o ‘ ?
of the Deacons, which was|?ng -as we , are left alone to , 1
qu i e t l y formed some 14 kve. ' , K'l
•mon ths ago in Jonesboro, . But if wears attacked we f / '

•

.La., and today claims “a sub-{.will defend ourselves,' either i
stantialmembership,” individually or as a whole 51 -

• “We don’t give out any ex- . . , even if it means dying,

act figures,” he said. “The
less the . other side knows
about us the better.” i

(Indicate pa-ge, name ot
newspaper, city and state.)The civil rights battle in

the South may soon turn
a war fought withweapons of violence if Ne-groes there are not given

protection by local law en-
forcement agencies, an an-gry young man warned
herelast week.

1in

I

• ' 1\ 2
S.F. Chronicle

San Francisco,
Calif.

i

r,
7-25-65
Finalsir • >'A Dates

Edition:
Authors

V>;<</ isuLA ;>'!
•A •ARRESTS

“We will submit peacefully_
f to legal arrest, but if you .

» he “other side, , he ex ( think one, of us is going to be| “\Vpiped, is composed , of “tb< , peacefully hauled off to son e1 ‘rrilnecks and the \ KIu K i u x L jail t0 get beat up or killed ,
Klansmen -. , . and the state|y0U’u be . making the ;

1 police and sheriffs and city jimistake some Southern sher-.cops in the South who either ( j f f will,’’protect them outright:or look ,1 The Deacons claim the i r
the other way.” \ right to bear arms and de-He said .that every.member Wj themselves is contained
of the Deacons owns,' or has tn the UnjtedjStetes Constitu-access to, a gun of some 'ti0n<

~r—^
sort; ranging from .22'caliber
target pistols to high-powered
hunting rifles and shotguns.

It is not truerTismas said,
that

^
their, arsenals include

4»*

Chas. deYoung
Tftwrfcn——“

Editor:

e'il defend ourselves"

same

ALL INFORMATlOf! CONTAINED.
HEREIN IS UNCLA
DATE
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u ED STATES DEPARTMENT 0 STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply,Please Refer to
File No. San Francisco, California

September 21, 19&5 *

*

Title: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
San Francisco memorandum dated
and captioned as above.Reference:

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed In referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past.

>»

i
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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%UNITED STATES GWERNMENT

-Memoram,\
“*

um
io/a/65DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) PATE;

SAC, CHARLOTTE (157-882)

aEACQNS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTERSSUBJECT:

Re Bureau Form 0-1 dated 9/23/65# Charlotte teletype
S/1'3/65 and Charlotte airtel 9/15/65# both directed to the Bureau.

In Charlotte teletype 9/13/55 and LHM submitted by
Charlotte airtel 9/15/65# both captioned " Proposed Voter
Registration Demonstration, Plymouth, Washington County, N,C #,
8/14/65, CR- ELECTION LAWS - RACIAL MATTERS," it was reported
that the Deacons fqr .Defense and Justice had telephonically
contacted GOLDEN A.j&RINKS on 9/10/65 and asked if he needed
help in Plymouth and \hat FRINKS replied that no help was
needed and that they were not needed in Plymouth.

No information has been received that there Is any
chapter of the Deacons for Defense and Justice In Plymouth
or anywhere In North Carolina ._

The Charlotte Office has Just recently contacted racial
informants and sources concerning the Deacons
organization and no Information was received indicating
this organization is active within the Charlotte Division .

, Any information received concerning the Deacons
for Defense and Justice will be furnished the Bureau and
appropriate offices -Immediately.

wsL (

^P- Charlotte^Tl"- 157-882)
(1 - 56-255)

CFW/Jb(4)
OCT 6 '$55ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE B

„
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*•*TICED STATES DEPARTMENT OF

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Los Angeles, California
September 29, 1965

- i *

In Reply* Please Refer to
File No.

BEENSE-ANDuJUSXICELaŝ Jiirha^Laacons";
IMS, £ge_sJLtot,* /I A Ûa, Louisiana fl/Ls'

' RffCXSlTMATTERS"" V

A source advised in Augusty 1965, that a member
the Los Angeles Local - SocialisuIWorkers Party ( LAL-SWP
(see appendix), stated that JamesXGarrett of the Student
Non-Violent CoordinaiLinguXommittee- ( SNCC) hacT told him tha
SNCCTs out-fitting a secret Negro army under the guise of
self defense. ( wU

On August 31, 1965, this source advised that
he had received no information In addition to that pre-
vloulsy reported regarding the secret Negro army of SNCC,
the source of donations for this army, or any ties between
the "Deacons" and this army of SNCC. He does not know of
any contact by Charles Sims with ^the LAL-SWP q

This source advised that the Information concerning
the secret army of SNCC is all strict
been overheard in a conversation be u
may well stem from the fact that FrankjRjreenwood is training
a group of actors at the SNCC Free
area, to perform in a play of hisj

> I i0/hearsay, having
own . persons, and

se/'lrHthe Watts

" A source advised in February, 1964, that Frank
Greenwood was Director of the Touring Artists Group. .

CONFIDENTIAL

OTHERWISEomatic ^4

E: kdo .*
1

CLASS. & BY
REASON - FORM 11,
DATE OF BEVpW
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DEACOffS OP DEFEK® AND JUSTICE
also known as "The Deacons
CHARLES SIMS, President,
Bogalusa, Louisiana
RACIAL MATTERS

In September, 1965, Cliffora*6aughs, Regional
Coordinator andjCigector, Los_Angele,llPrlendŝ otJSjpde
Non-Violent coordinating,,Committee (LA-SNCC) advised a
Spe~cIaT~Agent of the FBI that James Garrett is no longer
associated with LA-SNCC.

«

In June, 1965, Charles Sims appeared on the
Louis Lomax television show in Los Angeles where he
discussed the aims of the Deacons of Defense and Justice.

1

A source advised in September, 1965# that Sims
had received an unknown amount of money as a result of his
appearance on the Lomax show through a collection and that
the donations were made by many unknown persons.

Sources have advised in August and September, 1965,
that they know of no contact Sims may have had with the
LAL-SWP of LA-SNCC while he was in Los Angeles in June,
1965. • .

t 4

A source advised that at a July 16, 1965 meeting
of the LAL-SWP that the subject of discussion was violence
versus non-violence in the civil rights movement. Frank
Greenwood was in attendance and stated, in answer to a
question, that he believed in socialism. He has a preference
for violence and feels that it is the only way that freedom
can be acquired. He restated this many times during the
meeting. )uf

An unknown female in the audience asked how she could
donate arms and ammunition to the Deacons and she was told .
by Greenwood to see him after the meeting

advised on September 22, 1965 that Charles
Sims, President, De^pops of Defense and Justice, Bogalusa,

$£oung, President, Bogalusa Voter's League
les on September 22, 19̂ 5, Where young

A sourc

Louisiana, and A. Z
departed for Los A1>
is to appear on a Los Angeles television show.

TAT

- 2 -
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DEACONS OP DEFENCE AND JUSTICE
also known as "The Deacons";CHARLES SINS,'President,
Bogalusa, Louisiana
RACIAL MATTERS

* 1

y*r

A source advised on September 23, 1965, that Simsand Young had arrived in Los Angeles,
i t

The following article appeared in The Pressnewspaper, Riverside, California, City Edition, September
23, 1965 issue:

"LOMAX CHARGES JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY \EI^CK ‘FREEDOM.FESTIVAL' '
"The^phn Birch Society has brought
, f

‘ hear on sponsors of the Dlck^Van Dvkê
and Robert/fS(aughn television programs to keep thetwo-fitars^ifrpinTappbaring 'in a 'Freedom Festival*tonight in San Bernardino, according* to Louis "Lomax.

IBS TO

\ credibletressure

"Lomax, author and television commentator,
speaking to a capacity audience at Riverside
Universallst-Unltarian Church last night, saidthat as of last night Van Dyke,'star of the comedy
show that bears his name, an$ Vaughn, star of 'TheMan From U.N.C.L.E.' are still slated to appear

>tonight in the show'at Swing Auditorium on the
National Orange Show grounds in San Bernardino.

M ,We are fighting to the last -ditch on this 1,he said.
"Lomax has been a principal organizer of the

benefit show, with funds going to help civil
rights fighters in Bogalusa, La and residents
of the Watts area in Los Angeles- who suffered
financial loss In the recent rioting.

•J

"Enterbalners^chedulXd itcKappear in
addition to VhA Jbyke and Vauahn include Negro
pomedians DiclcMregoryNBilLtCosbyoand Godfrey

jj\y j./^Cambridge, singer Sailijffianes, San^emardinou
v

qONFIPHfTJpAL

- 3 -
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DEACONS OP DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
also known as "The Deacons";
CHARLES SIMS, President,
Bogalusa, Louisiana
RACIAL MATTERS

\\ "folk singers Sallyforhomas and Clab&VHangan and
CJyS'j the San Bernardino7combo 1The FasaB£srr"̂

"Lomax cited the Birch' Society pressure as
‘an example of the fact that the civil rights
fight Is not confined to the South.

"As another example, he told the audience
last night that at a memorial service for Adlai
Stevenson held in Bogalusa, a stocky white man
with a Confederate flag-styled vest stood across
the street and shouted, ‘You better pray, you black
niggers, ’cuz you’re -g

"The man was Connietfcynch, Lomax said, ‘And
guess where he’s'from.l

/\
"Lynch, a self-styled fundamentalis.t_preacher T

>

and active racist, lists himself as a San Bernardino QAu »

resident. ‘

a die.*

"On the same point, that civil rights problems
are not confined to a few areas In other parts of
the country, Lomax said, ‘I've never been In this
city before in my life, but I'.’ll bet 15 cents I
could get in my car, cross the railroad tracks
and find a Watts right here. Am I right?'

"The civil rights struggle, he said, is
no longer Just a moral matter, ‘It's a survival
matter.'

MlThe very survival of our civilization
and our moral lives is involved.i

"The looters in the Watts area, he said,
were people from vfhom our society has failed to
provide for their daily needs. He told of a man
carrying a sofa out of a furniture store and
said, 'The tradegy is the Los Angeles economic
society does not provide that man a way to get
that sofa any, other way.T

«- h -
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DEACONS OP DEFENSE AND JUSTICEalso known as "The Deacons";CHARLES SIT®, President,
Bogalusa, Louisiana
RACIAL MATTERS

"While the national unemployment rate amongwhites is the lowest it has ever been, at 4.6 percent,, the rate for Negroes is 13 per cent and therate in Watts is 34*9 per cent, Lomax said.
"‘What we once called the Negro revolt Isbecoming a class revolt, a struggle between thehaves and the have nots,* he said.
"The present struggle Is a great challenge,Lomax said, because ours is a great country.
"‘The experiment we are making Is the noblestman has ever conceived. We can lead the wholeworld to a Periclean age. No one man can do it.No one woman can do it. But each must do whathe can.*

'Lomax introduced A.Z. Young, a leader ofthe Bogalusa civil rights movement, who, he said,has had his home shot into, acid poured on hiscar and has been physically abused, but now worksside by side In a box factory with the Klansmanwho shot at him.
"Young told the audience of determined effortsof the Klu Klux Klan to halt the civil rights move-ment in Bogalusa, which, he said, were not successfu.1.
"‘The Klan Is on the way out,1 he said. ’Theystill ride, but now they are careful when they rideand where they ride.‘"

i

' A source advised on September 24, 1965, that approx-imately 600 persons attended the "Freedom Festival" on September23, 1965, at the San Bernardino, California, Orange ShowAuditorium. Entertainment was provided by Dick Gregory,Sally Jones and San Bernardino local talent.
1 /

m̂rwTTTM
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' PEA.CONS OP SEFsft AND JUSTICE
also known as "The Deacons";
CHARLES SHIS, President,
Bogalusa, Louisiana
.RACIAL MATTERS

This source said that Charles Sims and A. Z. Young
v;ere introduced by master of ceremonies Louis Lomax as members
of the Deacons of Defense and Justice. Sims did not take
active part In the functions but Young gave a five minute
talk concerning how badly the people of Bogalusa, Louisiana,
need money. He stated that the money collected at this
affair would be used for the purchase of clothing for the
children of Bogalusa and for the payments of fines and
bail for civil rights workers in Bogalusa.

This source advised that no announcement was made
as to the total amount of money collected. The tickets

* originally sold for $5-00 but several days prior to this
affair, tickets were sold throughout San Bernardino for
$2.00 for adults and 50{£ for children. Certain patrons
contributed more than $5.00 but that these individuals or
how much they gave is not known. The affair was not a success.

This source advised that no comments were made
concerning future travel of Sims or Young.

I

A source advised on September 27, 1965 that
neither Sims nor Young appeared on the Louis Lomax television
show on September 26, 1965, and that he knows of no other
appearances scheduled for Sims or Young.

Sources utilized above have furnished reliable
information in the past.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; It and Its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

eOlfFIBSreiAL
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DEACONS''OP DEFENSE AND JUSTICE- « » v also known asj|kr
.CHARLES SIMS,W

* Bpgalusa,.Louisiana
1 RACIAL MATTERS
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APPENDIX
LOS ANGELES LOCAL - SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY(LAL-SWP)

On May 18, 1965, a confidential source advised
that the LAL-SWP has been in existence since the 1930‘s and
continues to exist. The source further advised that the
LAL-SWP is a local branch of the National SWP with aims and
purposes identical to those of the National SWP.

The SWP has been designated by the Attorney General
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

i

APPENDIX
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CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
I AUTOMATIC DECLASSiriDATIOH GUIDE
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'•UNITED STATES GOV^MENT

M E M O R A N D U M

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442684) DATE 10/6/65

SAC, NEW YORK (157-92?)(P) AH,FROM: WI
KERSIN ISffi

5UBJECT: 1 REVOLUTIONARY ACTION K0VEMEN®TH2RWI£E 5H0W

rXSBW/A ReNYairtel to Bureau, dated 8/27/65,

A$S
*1»

n

Y -Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies
letterhead memorandum, dated and captioned as above,

pertaining to a meeting in Jonesboro, Louisiana between some
individuals affiliated with the Revolutionary .
(RAM) in New York City and ERNEST THOMAS of th
Defense and Justice (DDJ). Copies of this letterhead "—
memorandum are''al'SC being enclosed for the.listed offices as
follows: Jackson, 2; New Orleans, 5,(S8p

The sources mentioned in enclosed letterhead
memorandum are as follows:

r,
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/ion Movement
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1 First Source:

Second Source:
Third Source

(^Bureau (Enc^.«&)\RM)2-Jackson (Enel. 2)(RM)
)(DDJ)

5-New Orleans (Encl*5)(RM)(1- )(ERNEST THOMS)
FNU)SIMS)
UNSUB; Female Secretary to ERNEST THOMAS)
DDJ)

3-
1
0& flOT RECORDED(1- $A m 007 181965\
31-

1-
1- CMb3

(MAXWELL STANFORD)(43)
)(AL HAYNES)(43)
(JESSE GRAY)(42) '

1459)(ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER)(43)1542M DDJU43)
'yjj S{ f’ .

1-New York (

ws>. 1-New York (
1-New York (
1-New York(157-
1-New York 1157-1-New York /(I
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The enclosed letterhead memorandum is classified
is a highly placed

source in RAM in New York City and this source maintains
a close relationship with RAM members in New York City.
Any unauthorized disclosure of the information furnished by

1 might impair his .future effectiveness, and, such
impairment could have an adverse effect ,on the national
defense interests ’of the United States.

Field Offices receiving a copy of this letter and
letterhead memorandum will also be sent a copy of the Informant

I, pertaining to his trip to Jonesboro,

n£aca?et" due to the fact that b7D

i

m
*

report of i
Louisiana

b7D

i

It is to be noted that the individuals affiliated
with RAM in New York City who visited and conferred with
ERNEST THOMAS in Jonesboro, Louisiana, in addition to
MAXWELL STANFORD, were AL HAYNES and I
and the date on which they visited and conferred with THOMS
was 8/31/65; however, this information was not specix'ically
set out in enclosed lett
fully protect

.*

l *

b7D
t

ead memorandum so as to more
* (U)
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Also, the information furnished by|
suitably paraphrased and the letterhead memorandum is
Indicated as having emanated from New
so as to more fully protect I

was
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leans, Louisiana,
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UI^SD STATES DEPARTMENT OF^3TICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
New Orleans, Louisiana
October 6, 1965

fiSfijjBT

CONI^ENTIAL
In Reptyt Please Refer to
File No.
Eufile 100-442684

<*

Revolutionary Action Movement
Internal.-Security

A source, who has furnished reliable information in
the past, advised on September 8, 16, and 30, 1965 that he
learned that during the latter part of August, 1965* some
individuals affiliated with the Revolutionary Action Movement
/RAM) in New York City, visited and conferred with Ernest

y'Th.o.mas >of the Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ) in
o, Louisiana,( hr' )

RAH ’ ‘'M

f
'* I,4/ * .9 [

A characterization of RAM is attached hereto
and the sources mentioned therein have furnished
reliable Information in the past.

MEMBER O? SUBJECT ORGANIZATION -
This source further advised that the spokesman fozv

the RAM individuals from New York City was Maxwe1lX^jtanfordf ) ) if * *ifewf*1

Maxwell Stanford is described in the characterization
>: . * of.RAM attached hereto*

This source further stated that he also learned of i

the following:
5

Stanford and Thomas discussed bringing RAM, the
DDJ, and the Organization for Black Power (OBP) together.
Stanford informed Thomas that if he, Thomas, would agree to
bring the DDJ into RAM and the OBP, Thomas would have the
support of RAM and the OBP. Stanford and Thomas discussed

i

ALL INFi ATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS7NNCLASSIFIED
EXCEPT WT/ERb^HCWN

sseftST

CLASS. & SXT:'siXirypfilf*
REASON - J&IH 11. i-s£ *?2 _
DATE OF̂ RSllE? /V&SC

Group I
E^/lu&bdi £rg&utthg Xmd
dedlhssif/ibacibn

S f*’J*automa
i di

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI); it is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency. f
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CONljdENTIAL
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Revolutionary Action Movement« * *
»

i

financial problems and , their need for money and Stanfordtold Thomas that Jesse Gray, the leader of the OBP, issupposedly going to obtain $30,000 and Thomas could obtain$10,000 of this money. Stanford did not say when or howGray is to obtain' this money,(x l)
second confidential source, who has furnished

eliable information in the past, advised on
November 20, 1958Jthat Jesse Gray had beer.
Organizer for thdnarlera Region of the CommunistParty (CP), but this position terminated
during November, 1958.
A third confidential source, who has furnishedreliable information in the past, advised onJanuary 24, 1964, that according to WilliamL. Patterson, Chairman ofV the New York DistrictCP, JesseXGray is no longer a" member of theCP, but is^riendly to the CP.’^yStanford told Thomas that it would be beneficialfor him, Thomas, to attend an OBP meeting scheduled to beheld over the Labor Day weekend, 1965, in Detroit, Michigan,Stanford adding that it would afford an opportunity forThomas to meet some of the people involved in "their cause".According to Stanford, Thomas would be furnished money forhis expenses in making the trip td Detroit, '

not indicate who would furnish the money•(£)
t

Stanford told Thomas' that he, Stanford, wants unitybetween RAM, the OBP, and the DDJ, and Stanford believes thatthey can assist one another. Stanford indicated that if harmshould come to any,members of their groups they will retaliateand "pressure" would be put on individuals responsible for theharm. According to Stanford, someone could possibly get killedif harm came to any members of their groups. )
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/Revolutionary Action Movement 1

I

Stanford and Thomas conferred about Pirst Name
Unknown (PNU)1 Sims, of Bogalusa, Louisiana, who is affiliated
with the DDJ and there appeared to be
understanding between Thomas and Sims

a division or mis-k)
Thomas indicated that he had a training camp some

place in the State of Mississippi, but did not give the exact
location, and Thomas said that possibly RAM and OBP members
could be sent there for guerilla-type training or guerilla
warfare training. Thomas made the statement that T,the man
has got to go", and by this he was referring to the white

:

r

man. t,

i
i

Thomas indicated that he needed some Carbine rifles
for the DDJ and Stanford said he probably could obtain some
for him. Stanford said that he needed some hand gi'.ns and .
Thomas indicated he could possibly obtain some for StanfordS&)

Stanford and Thomas discussed the possibility of
setting up a communications system between RAM, the OB?, and
the DDJ, and they talked about obtaining short wave radio
sets. Stanford and Thomas also discussed the need for
Negroes to arm themselves.

Thomas Informed Stanford that he, Thomas, has a
white female secretary, originally from Los Angeles, California,
who. is working with the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) In
Jonesboro, Louisiana, as a mddical worker and Thomas- indicated .
that this girl was his "girl friend". This girl is described
as a white female in her early 20 *s, 5 feet 6 inches, fA125 pounds, medium build, dark hair, and she is attractive.^/

When Stanford and Thomas concluded their visit,
they left with the understanding that they would see each
other in Detroit over the 1965 Labor Day -weekend at the
scheduled OBP meeting. The other individuals affiliated with
RAM in New York City who accompanied Stanford,also indicated
they would see Thomas at the scheduled OBP meeting in
Dotroito uk)
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APPENDIX1. 1

I

REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVEMENT *

On November 3 > 1964, a source made available a
document entitled "The Revolutionary Action Movement Manifesto,"
the document having been obtained by the source from an
individual known to be a member of the Revolutionary Action
Movement (RAM).

This document stated, In part, that RAM was officially
organized in the Winter of 1963 by Afro-Americans who support
the revolutionary objectives of ROBERT P. WILLIAMS, now
residing In Cuba, and his concept of organized violence to
achieve the liberation of the Afro-American people in the
United States. This Manifesto disclosed that RAM had oriented
its program to one of education and political revolution and
the organization of a "black" political party with revolutionary
objectives, having recognized the need for a "black revolution"
that could and would seize power. RAM philosophy is described
In this document as one of revolutionary nationalism, that Is,
one involving the struggles of the nonwhite races of the world
against exploitation and enslavement by the white capitalist
and imperialist nations.

£

*

!’

k

t h

;

1

Regarding WILLIAMS,1 it should be noted that on
August 28, 1961, a Federal warrant was Issued at Charlotte,
North Carolina, charging him with Unlawful Plight to Avoid
Prosecution for the crime of kidnapping. Subsequent to the

. Issuance of this warrant, WILLIAMS fled the United States to
where he now publishes a monthly newsletter entitledCuba,

"The Crusader" from Havana. 1

*

This source in September, 1964, advised RAM is
dedicated to the overthrow of the capitalist system In the
United States, by violence if necessary, and to its replacement
by a socialistic system oriented toward the Chinese communist

RAM is entirely nonwhite
q

Interpretation of Marxism-Leninism.
in membership, clandestine In nature, and owes its primary
allegiance to the "Bandung World," that Is, the nonwhite races
of the world rather than to any national entity, as such.

On November 16, 1964, a second source advised he
learned recently from an RAM member that the organization
began in Detroit, Michigan, largely under the impetus of
DON FREEMAN, described as the "Father" of RAM and referred to

:

*
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REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVEMENT i

as RAM’s "Black Stalin." FREEMAN .served as RAM Chairman,
with MAXWELL STANFORD, now of New York City, formerly of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, serving as RAM Field Chairman.

This source stated In May, 19̂ 5* there has been no
-formal headquarters, as such,'for RAM but that headquarters
have been with FREEMAN since he has played such a dominant role
In the leadership of and has directed the policies and
activities of the organization.

Within recent months, according to the second source,
dissension within RAM has become evident and some dissatisfaction
with FREEMAN'S leadership has arisen. So far as is known, how-
ever, he remains the titular leader of RAM.

To date, according to the second source in May, 19̂ 5>

RAM has organized units and membership In several of the larger

cities in the United States east of the Mississippi River and
the organization is currently active in attempting to recruit
new members and expand its sphere of influence.
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FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION CTIDE
DATE 08-24-2018

V he*40
7QTTIONAC FO«M NO. W

4 MAY M2 tCHTION
OSA OCX. MO.NO.|7

* V

BY:[ ] b7C
AUNITED STATES GO NMENT \ri* . sii Memorandum l

N

9/30/65DATE:TO : DIRECTOR, FBI

: SAC, BOSTON (157-372)FRO,
i INFORMATION CONTAINED
EIN IsVfCLASSIFIED

EXCEPT VOTSsSHOWN
OTHERWISE

De,aco)i'a For D<Pen$«»j 2*11^ TosT'/c^
Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of

a letterhead memorandum concerning captioned matter.

:—PUBLICATION "REBELLION"
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Copies of this letterhead memorandum are being
disseminated locally to the 108th Intelligence Group and

„ to Secret Service in view of the militant tone of the
newspaper as displayed by its masthead which states
"Better to Right on Your Feet Than to Live on Your; Knees. ,

The sources mentioned in the letterhead
emorandum are identified as follows:

a
**3
O y

>& >

••
o

••
1

CO
0 O' (interviewed by New York Division

. in May 'and June, '19651 .\•

(U)

This letterhead memorandum * Is being classified
<bg CONFIDENTIAL since it containsInformation furnished by

to confidential informants of continuing value whose & ,

nBureau (Enel. 8)s(RMl /JrA'C-Boston
JFN:map

J* $
\/£~7- AHi : t :* 1 i,4 i - \

I » I — - * 3
\iV7/ \ *J ^ I.*•l i »V> : NOT RECORDED

'<yi V̂ /^OCT 20 1965

Payroll Savings Plan

'CP -, lcc & cc LHM A i
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3 *
identities'could logically, be - disclosed from this infor-mation. which could compromise their future effectiveness
and be detrimental to the national interests of the
United -States.

The Boston Division will continue to follow
this matter and report any pertinent developments.
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9/29/65
cerjaMkm • •

Date:

Transmit the following in
( Type

AIRTEL ALL INFORMATION " REGISTERED
HEREIN ISwfcLASSIPXEDVia

(Priority )
CLASS. & EXT.
TEASUr- rep

DATE OF. RfiVII
SXG&S-SHK&SJiC
OTHERWISE

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)
SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-1184)(P)

TO

FROM

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,

S3SSS&"

RE
RACIAL MATTERS

N 00: NEW ORLEANS

ReBulet to Los Angeles dated 8/17/65 and Ne
Orleans teletype to Los Angeles dated 9/22/65. /r\

Enclosed for the Bureau is an original and
seven copies of a letterhead memorandum (LHM) setting
out information concerning captioned organization. Three
copies of the LHM are enclosed for New Orleans.

Copies of the LHM are being sent to Region II,
115th INTC, Pasadena, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit, , ,

Los Angeles, and Secret Service, Los Angeles.
This LHM is being classified confidential because

Information from sources utilized in the LHM could result
In the identification of sources of continuing value
and compromise future effectiveness thereof.

Sources utilized in this LHM are as follows:

/
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I and as such Is not contacted
by Bureau personnel. The Los Angeles Office
acts Only as -a collecting.agency.
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LOS ANGEU2Si i
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AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA:(l) Will attempt to
determine if .FRANtf GR&JNW66D is training a Negro array
in the Watts area and the extent of his envolvement with
the Deacons of Defense and Justice.

(2) Will advise Bureau'and New Orleans of any
other activity in Los Angeles on part of SIMS and YOUNG.
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED
FBI AUTOMATIC DECOSSIFICATION GUI
DATE Q8-24-2D18

I
b6
*BY:.[ U •.

i •' b7C

UNITEWSTATES DEPARTMENT OF JlAlCE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

* . -Bostony"’Massachusetts
A

October 6, 1965
In Reply, Please Refer 10^"*®
FiU No'

FRIENDS OF THE DEACONS, also known as
DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
DEACONS

r

On August 20, 1965 Deputy Edward Blake, Intelligence
Division, Boston, Massachusetts Police Department, advised
that Chief Phillip Purcell, Newton, Massachusetts Police
Department, had telephonically advised him that he had
received a rumor that a meeting of some militant Negro
group was to be held at the Young MenVs Christian Association
(YMCA), Huntington Avenue, Boston, on August 22, 1965*

1* i

Deputy Blake advised that he had contacted the
Huntington Avenue'YMCA arid determined that they were
unaware of any such meeting to be held there* On investi-
gating further, Deputy Blake advised that he bad learned through
Captain Paul Sullivan, Division 9, Boston, Massachusetts Police
Department that a group calling themselves the 'Deacons was to
meet on August 22, 1965 in the afternoon at the new YNCA,
401 Warren Street, Roxbury, Massachusetts* As far as Captain
Sullivan could determine, this was a Negro group and Deputy
Blake believed that it was probably the one referred to by
Chief Purcell*

On‘ August 21, 1965> a source who has furnished
reliable Information in the past advised that -there exists
in the^South an organization knoim as|the Deadons The source
described this organization as an armed Negro vigilante group «

organized for the purpose of protecting the wives aid children
of the Negroes in the South.

*

The source advised that on Sunday evening, August 22,
1965 at 3:00 P*M* a group calling themselves the Deacons was
to meet at the YMCA on Warren Street, Roxbury* The source

,
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DATE OF REv/f

Afr 7-/f'te swSs-̂ '

oiHERmsk _
. /BY
11

If

jCp ^G G-
CA



V

stated he was not aware of whether this group was actually an
extension of the Southern Deacons or whether they had assumed
this name on their own.

1 i

On August 23, 1965 this same source advised that
approximately fifty to sixty persons attended th9 meeting
mentioned above. About twenty-five of this group were
members of the 'white race and the remainder ' members of the ^Negro race. About half way through the meeting the wjdite
persons in attendance were requested to leave and they all
rose and left without any question. - Ihe source stated that
the purpose of ;the meeting was to raise .funds to aid the
Deacons organization in the South. It was ahnouhced a,t this
meeting that a ,second meeting would be ..held at the 'hftarimi.arters
of the Boston Action group on August 30, 1965 at |

Massachusetts. The soured advised
"thatche does not beDieve~“that the Deacons, are sponsored by
the Boston Action group but that that group is undoubtedly
sympathetic and lending its support. The source stated that
the Boston Action group is a legitimate Civil Righjbs
organization whose membership is made up of persons both
in the white and Negro race^Ss^On August 31, 1965 this same source stated that
the meeting of the Deacons held on August 30,. 1965 at Boston
Action group headquarters was attended by only approximately
seven persons. The source stated that a person whom he
believes to have been introduced as Ronald Costa from New
York City was to be the principal speaker. Locally', Arthur 1

Fincjx-£f the Boston Action group was in charge, ycTho soured
" is not aware of what took place at this meeting/^9 (fl)

b6
b7C

i/
J t

On August 23/ 1965 Deputy Edward Blake, previously
mentioned, advised that on August 22, 1965 at 3:00 P.M
Patrolman Prank McLean, a plainclothes officer of the Boston
Police Department, was present at the YMCA building, 401-Warren , -Street , Roxbury , Massachusetts, and observed a small
group of persons, both Negro and white, most '*ofxwhorn were
men, in attendance at a meeting at the YMCA hall. s Officer
McLean stated that the meeting had no sooner started 1 then
1he young Negro whose identity is unknown to Patrolman
McLean and who was officiating at the meeting, requested
the white persons to leave. At this point, Colonel Thomas

f i -S
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CO r L
Wright, Executive Secretary of the YMCA, stopped the meeting
and told the speaker that the meeting would have to come to a
close if people were excluded from the meeting because of
their color. The Negro officiating at the meeting told the
Colonel that the white persons present who were known to „
him were sympathetic to the purpose of. the meeting and were
in accord with his request that they leave.

Colonel Wright stated that no white person would
have to leave but the group of white persons present left *

the hall remainig in the lobby of the YMCA until the meeting
was over.

A

Officer McLean stated that donations were asked
for at this meeting and several speeches were made stressing
the difficulty uider which the Negro race live in the South
and the necessity groups such as the Deacons in the South
receive financial support to enable them to continue to
operate. These speeches were interspersed with entertainment
by a Calypso band.

Deputy Blake stated that the permit for use of the
hall was taken out in the name of the Deacons by Hugh
Guilderson, 399 Columbus Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts.

Deputy Blake stated that several days prior to the
meeting, flyers were distributed in the Roxbury area of
Boston, Massachusetts which announced a rally sponsored by
the Boston Friends to Support the Deacons for Defense^ and
Justice. According to the flyer, the rally v/as sponsored
by the , Boston Action group and ‘'Rebellion". Th^ flyer
announced that speakers would consist of a representative
of the Deacons, a Roxbury victim of police brutality and
the editor of "Rebellion". -

Deputy Blake stated that "Rebellion" is a militant
type newspaper published in mimeographed form by a Boston
group of Civil Rights workers. Deputy Blake stated that the
Boston Action group is a regularly organized Civil Rights grou;
located in the Roxbury area of Boston, Massachusetts.

\

At the meeting at the YMCA, a, second mimeographed
flyer was distributed announcing a meeting of "Deacons for
Defense", The subject of the meeting tjas to be the Los

3.
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b6
• Angeles riot * The meeting was to take place on August 26,

196$ at 8:00 P.M. at the Boston Action group headquarters,
I. The flyer stated that additional

information could be obtained by calling telephone number

b7C

The listing service of the Roxbury Business Office
of the New England Telephone and Telegraph Company''identir .'i. s
the above number as being listed to Arthur Week^/Tinch,

l,_Mas„s.achusettar~ .

Deputy Blake advised that Jt,r.thuij Weoks|^inch wj» s
investigated by the Boston Police Department on''April 17 »
196$ relative to the purchase by him of a gun at Kittery,
Maine on March 5, 1965. Pinch admitted the purchase of thi
gun and surrendered a .38 caliber Smith and Wesson revolver
to the Boston Police Department.

I t

On August 25» 1965 a second source who has furnished
reliable information in the past advised that he' had .been
present at a meeting held to support the Deacons at the YMOA
on August 22, 1965. The source stated the speakers .were
rather militant in tone and drew attention to reported
atrocities committed in the South agairefc Negroes. The “Source
stated, that the advertised' exposure of brutality by the
Boston Police Department did not take place.

The source stated that " he knew that the second,

meeting of this group was held at Boston Action group
headquarters, I I. on August 26,'1965.
The source stated that he understands only six persons w i r e
present ‘huthe is not aware of what took place at the -
meeting.

b6
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On September 15> 1965 the source stated that h
had learned that penny postcards had b,een sent through t’vi

mail to various persons announcing a meeting of ’’Deacons
cf Defense and Justice” was to be held at 8:00 P.M. on
September 16, 1965 at Boston. Action group headquarters.
At this meeting the announced program wa3 to be a discussion
of the role this group might play to benefit the Roxburv
community,to plan for defense measures and discuss the ... jjjj
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increasing number of white hate groups functioning in the
Roxbury area. These cards were signed by Jackie Guilderson,
Representative U )

, On September 16, 1965 a third source who has furnished
reliable information in the past, but with whom insufficient
contact has been had to properly evaluate hi3 reliability* /

advisedjthat he is aware of a group who called themselves^^H - (U )
Deacons for Defense and Justice, Friends of the Deacons, and
are normally referred to just by the name Deacons,
source stated that although the Deacons for Defense are a
militant group originally formed in the South, he has no
information to believe that the small group at Boston
are in any way officially connected with the group in the
South. He believes that this group has taken upon itself
to organize in the hope that it may more readily increase
its membership by using a nstne which is w/ell known among
members of the Negro race. . The source
that the nucleus of this §rotj^are\Hug
Guilderson, husband and wife, and Ron^

This

i

tfated he believes
Guilderson and Jackie
dford.£0^v

I U )X
The source stated that Hr. and Mrs. Guilderson

have been active in Civil Rights groups such as the Boston
Action group and Congress of Racial Equality ( CORE) and have
participated in picket lines and other demonstrations in
support of various Ci\41 Rights matters. Ronald Bedford
has likewise participated in organized Civil Rights
demonstrations and was one of a group of students who travelled
to Cuba in 1964 in violation of State Department orders against
such travel.

i ,
v

According to the source, Arthur Finch is a very
^

active member of the Boston Action group and although his"

name has been connected with the Deacons, he does not
believe that Finch is a member of this small group because
of the fact that Finch is a member of the white race and*the .
Deacons reportedly allow only Negroes to be members.N^ ^This source stated that Ron Bedford and the Guildersons
in his opinion are the heart of the Deacons and he doubts if
there are more than three 5 or four other people interested
in the group. The source stated that he has heard that the
group is contemplating trying to re-organize the group under IU )

(U )



the name . “Fathers For Defense" feeling that the Deacons are
a failure and that possibly a change in the name might
attract new members . The source also stated that in hi3
opinion the Guildersons and Bedford together with William
aid Karen Sacks are instrumental in publishirg a mimeographed
newspaper known as “Rebellion", The source stated that this
is a very militant type publication which attacks police
methods and police brutality and plays up atrocities
committed against Negroes. The source stated that William
and Karen Sacks were also among the group of students who
travelled to Cuba in violation of the State Department decree

On September 17 / 1965 Colonel Thomas Wright,
Executive Secretary, YMCA, 401 Warren Street, Roxbury ,
Massachusetts, stated that the YMCA meeting hall was made
available for a meeting advertised as a rally to raise funds
to support the Deacons for Defense, Colonel Wright stated
that he went into the meeting hall just at the moment when
an unidentified Negro speaker had requested the white members
of the audience to leave the hall.

Colonel Wright immediately interrupted the meeting
and stated that the meeting would be dissolved if any one
was excluded because of race or religion. He told the
white persons that they need not leave but in spite of this
all the white members of the group left the hall and
waited around in the lobby of the YMCA until the meeting
concluded. The members of the white group seemed to be
in complete sympathy with the Negro speaker and made no
protest about leaving the meeting.

Colonel Wright stated that he only remained a
short period at the meeting and while the speaker discussed
Negro problems in the South in a rather militant tone, he
believed that the speaker was being factual in what he said.

,* On August 23, 1965 a source who has fum^jhed
.^reliable information in the past advised that BilVuSpton,

y Vice-President of /the Progressive Labor Party, had 'stated
that he ad Davidm)ougia3 ^of_-the~Progressive Labor Party
had been up to Boston. In Boston, they had been- at"nh'

intcwn rally in a black community in a now YMCA. Everyone
at the meeting was black except forty-five whites who wore
all Trotskyites and the '.whites were all asked to leave. This

(U)
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was brought out in a discussion between Douglas and an
unknown male who made a speech at this intcwn rally*0^jLjjjj

The source stated that Epton during the discussion
with fee unknown male, asked "Are we going to do that

‘Rebellion1 paper from Boston"? The unknown male replied
that they had agreed to do it a long time ago once a month
and they would train one of their people to paste it up,
write headlines, design and so forth. This unknown male
then stated that a meeting had been held with Jackie and
her husband while they were in Newark City and arrangements
were made, at that time to do it in the shop (Tri Line Offset
Company, 132 Nassau Street, New York City, the Progressive
Labor Party print shop ).KJ^ iU )

Epton asked the unknown male if Jackie*s husband
was in the Progressive Labor Club that was formed and the
unknown male advised he did not know but had spoken to
Jackie and her husband about it and they said they were
prepared generally. The unknown male added that he had
met with Jackie and her husband the outcome of which was
that "We *11 help them out financially; we *11 train the*0;
we *11 print and we will help them out financially".̂ /

The source stated that he believes the unknown
male to be Bill MfcAdoo.J^LcV

uglas identified himself as a member .David
of tHe'JIarlem Progressive Labor Party Club
during a speech he made on August 6, 1961; at
a ' Progressive Labor Party demonstration at
100th Street and Amsterdam Avenue, New York
City.
/ source who has furnished reliable information
n the past advised on March 2, 1965 that Bill

JeAdoouwas Chairman. of the .Commi11oe to Defend
Resistance, . to Ohgtto Life which is’ commonTy
known as CERGE.
A characterization of CERGE is attached hereto.
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A characterization of Student Committee for Travel
to Cuba is attached hereto. r

t

A characterization of the Progressive Labor Party * *i

is attached hereto. i

I

It is believed that the meeting mentioned by the
source above is the meeting held at the new YMCA, 4°IWarren Street, Roxbury on August 22, 1965 since the
circumstances described by the qfepjie source coincide with
what took place at this meeting

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It
is the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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APPENDIX-1.

COMMITTEE TO DEPEND RESISTANCE
TO GHETTO LIFE ( CERGE)

A source advised on February 3* 1965* that CERGE
was formed on November 1, 1961** as a front of the Progressive
Labor Movement (PLM), presently known as Progressive Labor
Party (PLP ). All personnel which comprise the committee
are PLM members * CERGE was organized to raise finds for the
PLM in order that the PLM will have money for bail when It
becomes necessary * The people connected with CERGE hope to
build it into a national organization.

A second source advised on March 5* 1965* that it
is the plan of the PLM to recruit people Into CERGE and use
CERGE 4s a recruiting front for PLM members. The PLM plans
to give instructions in Marxist philosophy and those who
respond will be advanced from CERGE to PLM membership.

i

A third source advised on February 3, 1965* that
CERGE receives mail through Abbott Business Service, , a
legitimate business operation, 147 West 42nd Street, New
York, New York.

'!

The first source advised on May 5* 1965* that CERGE
maintains its office at Room 617* One Onion Square, New York,
New York.

9.



APPENDIX

1.
STUDENT COMMITTEE FOR TRAVEL TO CUBA

"The Columbia Owl," weekly student newspaper of
Columbia University, New York City, December 12, 1962, issue,
page one, contained an article entitled "Students to Visit
Cuba During Holidays." This article stated in part that
the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba was formed
October 14, 1962, by a group of students from New York City
universities, the University of Wisconsin, Oberlin College,
and the University of North Carolina, who stated that as
students they would like a chance to see and evaluate the
situation in Cuba for themselves and had received an offer
of transportation and two weeks' stay in Cuba from the
Federation of University Students in Havana, as guests of
the Federation. The Committee accepted the offer and applied
to the State Department of the United States for passport
validation which was refused; however, over fifty students
planned to defy the State Department ban and go to Cuba.

A source advised on December 6, 1962, it was learned
the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba had recently been
formed by the Progressive Labor Group.

A second source advised on September 13* 1963* that during
the summer of 1963, fifty-nine individuals traveled to Cuba; the
leaders of the group were members of the Progressive Labor Movement;
and the trip was planned and organized by Progressive Labor Movement
members.

A third source advised on October 9* 1963*. the Student
Committee for Travel to Cuba was utilizing Post Office Box 2178,
New York, New York, as its mailing address.

On March JL2, 1965, Philip Abbott Luce, I, ..
New York, New York, a self-admitted member of the Student Committee
-for Travel to Cuba Executive Committee and the Progressive Labor
Movement National Coordinating Committee, advised as follows:

The Student Committee for Travel to Cuba (SCTC) was
formerly known as the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba
and the Permanent Student Committee for Travel to Cuba.

Luce was a leader and participant of the 1963 trip to
Cuba and an organizer of the ±964 trip to Cuba and both trips were
sponsored by the SCTC.

1, b6
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APPENDIX

2.
STUDENT COMMITTEE FOR TRAVEL TO CUBA

By. the Spring of 1964, the Executive Committee of
the SCTC was considered to he members of the Progressive Labor
Movement.

No trip to Cuba or China was being planned by the
SCTC for 1965.
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APPENDIX

PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY (PLP)
PROGRESSIVE LABOR MOVEMENT (PLM)

A source advised on April 20, 1965, that the PLP,
formerly known as the PLM, held its first national convention
April 15-18, 1965, at New York City, to organize the PLM into
a PLP. The PLP will have as its ultimate objective the
establishment of a militant working class movement based on
Marxism-Leninism.

"The New York Times," City Edition, Tuesday, April 20,
1965, page 27, reported that a new party of "revolutionary socialism"
was formally founded on April 18, 1965, under the name of the PLP.
The PLP was described as an outgrowth of the PLM. Its officers
were identified as Milton Rosen, New York, President, and William
Epton of New York and Mort Scheer of San Francisco, Vice Presidents.
A 20-member National Committee was elected to direct the party
until the next convention.

According to the article, "The Progressive Labor” Movement
was founded in 1962 by Mr. Rosen and Mr. Scheer after they were
expelled from the Communist Party of the United States for
assertedly following the Chinese Communist line."

The PLP publishes the "Marxist-Leninist Quarterly," a
theoretical magazine; "Progressive Labor," a monthly magazine;
"Challenge," a New York City newspaper; and "Spark," a west coast
newspaper.

The June 1, 1965, issue of "Challenge," page 6, states
that, "this paper is dedicated to fight for a new way of life -
where the working men and women own and control their homes,
factories, the police, courts, and the entire government on
every level."

The source advised that the PLP utilizes the address of
General Post Office Box 808, Brooklyn 1, New York, but also utilizes
an office in Room 622, 132 'Nassau Street, New York City, where
PLP publications are prepared.

0)
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Boston is believed to refer to a meeting of the Deacons
at Boston since the YMCA where the Deacons * meeting was
hsld is new and the circumstances of the white group
being asked to leave the meeting fits with the group mentioned ;
in referenced letter.

The paper, ’’Rebellion" mentioned in the LHM has
„ been previously brought to the attention of the Bureau.

Boston will continue to follow the activities
of this group and report any pertinent information.
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