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ICG, New Orleans, Louisiansa

Secret Service, New Orleans, Louisiana

Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit, New Orleans, Louiaiana
New Orleans (157-3290)

AT HOMER, LOUISIANA

Will maintain contact with leaders of the Deacons
of Defonse and Justice in order to be aware of activitiess of
that organization in that area of Louisiana,

AT JONESBORO, LOUISIANA

- Will ré-contact PERCY LEE BBADFOQD and cbtain a
copy of thke by-laws of the Dsaccns of Defense and Justice.
Will maintain contact with officers of the Deacons of Defense

‘and Justice in ordexr to be aware of any additional chapters

authorized by the Deacons of Defense and Justice in any other
area of Louisiana or in any other state.”

INFORMANTS. |
'IDENTITY OF SOURCE LOCATION OF INFORMATION .

| NO T-1 is | |

N? T-2 is [ |
NO T-3 is e om e o e o

zADHINISTRATIVE: ;

cOpies .of this' report are being furnished to
listed offices. for: information inssmuch<as there is a
possibility that additional 1nvest1gation ‘will be requested
by these offices. -
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Copies are being furnished to ICG, Secret Service,
and Alcochol and Tobacco Tax Unit, New Orleans, Louisianz, in
view of their interest in this organization.

It is noted that the date of typing of the FD-302°'s
in this report has been delayed which is due to the fact that
rough -draft inserts were submitted for incorporation inte
this report.

The following interviews with | | and b7D
| | are being set forth on the administrative pages
inasmuch as ‘they specifically requested that their information

be kept confidential.

4
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The following investigation was. conducted'by SA's
ROSS D, WOLCOTT and ROBERT A, HESS at Jonesboro, Louisiana:

b7D
I | (Protect Idéntity), | |
| Louisiana, on August 3,1965, advised
that he'is currently a member of the Deacons .0f Defense and
Justice, Inc., but he is not an -officer nor is he a member
of the Board'd Directors. He requestéd that before he'made
any statement regarding the Deacons Of Defense and Justice
‘(DDF) he be assured that all information supplied ‘by him: be
held in the strictest confidence.
' -
stated that two incidents which occurred: in b7D

Jonesboro during the\ngmer of 1964 indicated to him and other
menbers .of the Negro community a need for some sort of protection.
He related that early in 1964 the Congress of ‘Racial Equality
+ (CORE) set up an office in Jonesboro at Congo and ‘Cedar
Streets, and members were visiting previously segregated
' restaurants and other public places, thereby creating considerable
racial tension. Several white CORE workers were employed
in Jonesboro and this led to a visit to CORE Headquarters by
‘three young white males who threatened to bring 150 Klan
neubers to the Quarters (Negro section of town), '[__], who
at that time was employed as'| ], alerted Chief
. of Police ADRIAN PEEVY who, kowing the identities of ‘the
boys, immediately had them taken into custody and gave them
a'good. talking to, ], unaware of PEEVY's action,
requisitioned a couple of logging 'trucks and blocked the .
streets leading past CORE Headquarters, As the word spread
through the Quarters about the Klan coming, [ | noted that
several Negroes began arming themselves., They apparently had
no definite plans but stood ready to protect their individual
property. ‘pointed out that fortunately the three boys
never returned with the Klan members and' therefore any chance
of violence was ‘averted. This sudden readiness on the part
of individual Negroes revealed that violence could be expected
from any Negro or white ‘source at any time but in order to
‘avold bloodshed, some direction or .organization would .be needed

' D
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to gulde the Negroes into avoiding any conflicts with. the
whites,

The second incident occurred during August, 1964
when a motorcade of approximately 40 cars fiIled wi ooded
‘Klan members drove -through the Quarters. There was no dis-
‘play of weapons by' either side; however, it was the opink:n
of most Negroes that -they had to be ready to ward off any

activities directed -against them by the Ku Klux Klan, -

[:::]continued ‘that it was decided at 'this point,
August through October, 1964, by PERCY LEE BRADFORD EARNEST
'THOMAS, FREDERICK DOUGLAS KIRKPATBICK EIMO.  JACOBS,’ ALLEN '
SCHERRAH (no longer a member) and himself that an organization
be formed which would aid in civic improvement by educating
the Negroes in the responsibilities of good citizenship and:
leadership, It was also felt by this group that the organi-
zation should be dedicated to the defense of civil rights»by
honorable and legal means., It would not be a secret -
organization and violence would not be tolerated: except ‘as ‘a
defensive act. It was the general feeling of the group' that
the local citizenry of Jonesboro would immediately brand them
as a Negro-Klan type outfit and their initial' ideas were - -
directed toward proving they were not a radical organization-

- and through peaceful efforts would attempt to gain recognition,

It was, therefore, decided that they would permit no 'influence
by outside groups, espe Black Nationalist groups and-
sinmilar organizations. mentioned that this desire to
prevent being termed "radical" .has kept them from being more
active than they are,

[ ] commented that during the summer of 1964 he
was a menmber of the Bi-racial Committee in Jonesboro and
through this committee approached L., O, TATE, Mayor of
Jonesboro, in an effort to organize a general cleanup of the
slum areas of Jonesboro, He further stated that Mayor TATE
'was enthusiastic about the idea; however, the prpposed project
was killed by the City Council or someone else and was never
developed., The DDJ took this idea as one of their first

B
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projects of civicimprovement and under the direction of
'FREDERICK KIRKPATRICK they proceeded to physically ¢lean up
not only the slum areas but the entire city as well. They
felt this would help then sall themselves and the DDJ to the
townspseoplas,

At the 1ﬁ1tig1 organizatiodal meetings,| | was
When

the time came to apply for a corpo ion charter it w
decided that he would step down as
l [, as he was employed by the school
board and his position as an officer might jeopardize h;s
job, EARNEST THOMAS was elected tothe position of Vice
‘President and placed on the Board of Directors ‘in .his place,
It was genarally understood by all members that THOMAS ‘would
be a figurehead only but he, THOMAS, assumed more powsr than
was originally anticipated, They had no official spokesman,
‘and THOMAS elevated himself to this position on his own, at
which .time he made public statements regarding the use of
firearms and in general advocates violence,

- THOMAS has repeatedly emphasized in meetings of

the DDJ ‘that Weapons ,and ammunition be purchased, but the

rnore level-headed m@mbers have killed any motions along these

lines. Efstated that THOMAS 'has never revealed that he,

THOMAS, has a source for ‘aut ¢ weapons in either Houston,

Chicago or any other place, readily admitted that

“nsarly all members of ths DDJ possess personal firearms, as

‘does everyone else throughout the community. is of the

opinion that THOMAS saw an opportunity ‘to prope imself into
a position of importance and .is using the DDJ for that purpose,

JHe added that the DDJ -has internally developed a "Release’

Committee™ of which THOMAS is Chairman, It is the function

of this group to supervise and approve all public statements

concerning the DDJ and their activities., THOMAS, through

contact with the public in this position, has located and

been approached by several people ‘who have indicated ‘both

noral and financial assistance to the organization,: @ As of this

F ‘
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time[ however, all monetary contributions have besn refused.

confided that THOMAS is the only "radical" thinker ‘in b7D
the DDJ, and it is anticipated that he will be removed ‘from
all officgs at the next election, date unknowa, .= '

[__lstated that the DDJ originally met at 3100 b7D
North Cedar Street in Jonesboro but now meet every Tuesday
evening at various locations throughout the Quarters., ' He
said there are between 50 - 60
and a motffff]assessmen of $2,00is collected from each’
nenbex, was unable to racall the initiation fee but
indicated it was either $5,00 or $10 00. The monthly
-assessment is noted on a financial card carried by the
nembers, and this designates him a member in good standing
only if his dues are in a current status. This card -
carries a round-shaped seal with scale insignia and words
"DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE" and .the signature of an
officer, and is the only proof of membership. Inside this
card is a ceolumn indicating "Local Dues' and a column
indicating “G. C., Dues," ﬂi:::]explalnéd G, C, méans "Grand
Chapter"” referring to the Jonesboro group., He added’ that
other chapters such: as Bogalusa and Homer are required to
subnit 10 per cent -of local duss to Jonesboro to defray
cost of litserature, malling, telephone and other exp@nses.

b6
| | stated his business address is[ ] = b7C

L Louisiana, and that this has been used as the only  b7D

mailing address by the- Deacons,

[:::]said that local chapters of the DDJ have bessn
organized in Bogalusa and Homsr, Louisiana, and these chapters
are chartered by the Jonesboro organization., He woud -not
reveal the names of the other communities who -have applied . b7D
as proper screening and investigation have not been completed,

‘He indicated that the applications were numerous and would

advise when charters are granted. He further commented that
thers currently avre no white members of ths DDJ, -but they
would bs admitted if their objectives were the sanme.
G ]
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In regard to patrols and guards, the DDJ have °
bsen readily available on tests of public accommodations, etc.
He indicated further that they have served as lookouts on
marches to City Hall and the Jackson Parish Courthouse; how-

- ever, they did not consider themselves guards, as: all they

wanted to do was be in. the area in the event mass rioting
broks out, He said they have purchased six walkie-talkies
for this purpose, On these occasions he readily admitted
that some members were probably armed with personal sideérms,

The following investigation was conducted by
SA's MICHAEL M, MC DONNELL and ANTHONY AMOROSO, JR,:

AT HODGE, LOUISIANA . .,
I | b7D

| i, Louisiana, was contacted, and he furnished
the following information on a confidential basis .(PROTECT
IDERTITY)

on 8/5/65,[;:;;]advised that the Hodge Bank has an  b7D
account in the name of "Deacons Of -Defense and Justice",

Drawer B, Jconesboro, Louisiana, This account was opened on
6/15/65, md a1 - present  time this checking account has a
balance of~$ The account .card contains five names of
individugl authorized to sign checks, A combination

of the nam¥Es hree of these five 'individuals nust

appsar on a check issued for it to be valid., The five names

on the account card are as. follows: ,

EARMEST THOMAS, COSETTA JACKSON, CHARLIE WHITE,
ELMO JACOBS, and PERCY LEE BRADFORD, ' | , '

sdvised that a deposit of $708.00 was made to b7D
this account on 7/29/65 but that on the same date he ° '
believes a check payable to Cash was written also in''the amount
of $708,00, He could furnish no further information concern- .
ing this account, » ‘

H
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On 8/6/65,| was contacted, and he advised his
bank alse has an account in ‘the name "Jackson Parish Community

and Charity FTnd2_nhigh_agggnnl_zag;gggggg_rn 2/19765 by PERCY
LEE BRADFORD, , Iouisiana, ' As”
of°8/6/65, this account had a balance of $265,05. There also
appears on the account card -ths .nawes of ALLEN SHERRARD),
COSETTA JACKSON ' and  FRED D, TALTON, The last name is not
written clearly, so the exact spelling is not 'known., 'In
ordsr for a check to ke issued against this account, ‘three of
the above four names, which includes BRADFORD, must appear

as the maker of the check, [__ | advised that there ‘has bsen
little activity with this account, This account._ - opened

as ‘stated on 2/19/65 with a deposit of $329,37, [fff:fcould
furanish no further information concerning this account,

1%
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FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION CUIDE -,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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1 - 1CG, New Orleans, Louisiana
1 - Secret ‘Service, New Orleans, Louisiana

Copy to: 1 - Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit, New Orleans, Louisiana
Repotof:  SA MAURICE ‘A, KELLIHER Offic:  NEW ORLEANS

Dete: August 17,. 1965

Field Office File Noz: New Orleans 157-3290 Bureau File Nou 157-2466

Tat DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.

Character: RACIAL MATTERS:

. Deacons ‘of Defense -and Justice formed. at
Synopsis: Jonesboro, ‘Louisiana, during the summer of
1964, following incidents involving racial
activities which incidents created tension
in the .area, - Organization formed by Negro
leaders in Jonesboro for the announced
purpose of protecting Negroes and whites
from illegal .acts and from acts designed
to terrorize the Negro community. Oxgani-
zation chartered with main headquarters. at
Jonesboro, Louisiana. Associate chapters
at Bogalusa and Honer, Louisiana, and .
inquiries received from other groups
concerning movement but no action taken ta
approve additional chapters. Officers of
Deacons ~of Defense and Justice assert that
the organization 1is a defensive group with
no intention to commit or encourage any N
offensive acts, Leaders of organization
deniied purchase of firearms for the group
and. further denied knowledge of any source
of contacts for this purpose, President
of Deacons of Defense and Justice disclainms
any connection with or influence by subversive
elements. Interviews with officers and members

NCLASSIFIED - class. & BxNSY 37/ 2t/
. REASON - FCIN1Y) 1;20%, LSS
: i DATE OF RENIER _§./7. po—"—

F
C 1)

This docwxient contalns neither recoraxaendations mor conclusion® of v LLLp:‘:;:rty of the FBI and 1s loaned to your agency; It and
\ . fts contents are not to be distriduted outside your azency.
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. .w
at Jonesboro, Louisiana, set Torth., Identity
‘of soms leaders and members .of ‘Dsacons .of
Defense and-Justice at Bogalusa: and Homer,
Louisiana, set forth, No 'information developed
to indicate Deacons of Defense and Justice’
have zutomatic weapons or hand grenades,

& - . - p -




-1

%

TABLE~OF CONTENTS
H &\é ’ '
Jdnesbars,Chgpﬁpnwbeﬁcbnp-of“Defense and Justice
Bogalusa Chapter-bcacons ot~Detense and Justice

Homer Chaptqr‘Deacons .of Dofenle and Justice

Hiscellancoul o

'‘PAGE NOO

4 - 35
36 - 44
45 - 47
4é - 49




t

NO :157-3290

‘MAK :nw

' | )
L v 24
. DETAILS: M

This- investigation. was predicated ‘upon receipt..of

‘information from: CHARLES_JOSEPHSFENTON, a_CORE repregentative

at. Jonestxp,.LouIsiana, who :advised on January .5, 1965, —
that‘Deacons of ‘Defense and Justice ‘had:been- organized in

.Jonesboro, 'Louisiana, and that .its purposes:-were similar to
‘those. of 'the Congress ‘0of Racial .Equality, but that the
‘organization was more militant than: CORE and :that it would

be more inclined to use violence in dealing with opposition.

‘encountered .in:Civil Rights matters. FENTON-stated that

the organization was founded. to. promoteﬂNegro‘C;vil,Rights.
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1 o A Date . S/ 17/65 >
Bopel TopesBoro, Ly s
L e o bjC
e ?PERCY.§§§Z§§ADEQBD,’ L
Louisiana, President of.the De nse and Justice, ot

Jonesboro, Louisiana, and native of Japkﬁgn_zanishﬁ_rurni§h éﬂ/,z:ff

neé following information: Secins Suec A

The Deacons of Défense and Justice (DDJ) was formed
in the summer of 1964 at Jonesboro, Louisiana by a small group
of Negroes during a period of extreme raclal tention at Jones-
boro, for the purpose of protection of Negro and white citizens
from white extremists. He referred specifically to harassement
type activities on: the part of the Ku Klux XKlan who had been
driving caravans of cars through the 'Negro quarter containing
hooded occupants and éscorted by local law enforcement vehicles.
He explained that these acts terrorized the Negro residents
to the extent that they felt some type of defensive measures
were necessary to, protect their homes and families, According-
ly a group of approximately 10 to 15 responsible Negro citizens
met and formed the DDJ naming the following officers:

; 'PERCY LEE BRADFORD, President; EARNEST THOMAS, Vice
President; CHARLEY IER ' WHITE, Financial Secretary; COSETTA .
'JACKSON, Treasurer. L ‘bgﬂ‘

SR ﬂ’/-’ _/"//t . ]

=TT IRe group sought and obtained, charter through the

Office of the Secretary of State of 't State of Louisiana

which charter was issued 'in March, 1964, BRADFORD informed that

the purposes of the organization, other than the defense agains
barrassment, are to promote responsible leadership and educate
people to'the duties and obligations of good citizenship in the
communlty. Other objectives of the DDJ include~equal .rights for
all and elimination of descrimination and violence, BRADFORD
was hopeful that the objectives. of the organization could be

-derived through discussions with city officials and other inter-

-ested parties.,. BRADFORD stated emphatically that the :DDJ is a

defensive organization with no intentions of instituting vio-

lence or offensive action of any type .in seeking its objectives.

He further stated applicants. for membership must be American
& citizens, age 21 or over and approved by the membership .

‘ : ¥ )

» - '-z“r . \5% ;\
i l (\"_J)!
1T ’
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) 8/3/65 Jonesboro, Louisiana 157-3290
On — at e File #
SA ROSS D, WOLCOTT and | ,
by __SA NORMAN W, PROPS?/cem Date dictated __ 54765
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This document contalns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It {5 the property of the FBl and is loaned to
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' Individuals of poor reputaton, troublemakers and the 'like are
‘not accepted. Group meetings are normally held once a week
at various homes or meeting places in the Negro community

With regard to patrols, BRADFORD stated no assignments
are made to accompany any type of demonstration, however, quite
often some of the members of the DDJ are present as spectators

t such activities just as any other.citizen might be.

BRADFORD 'stated’ currently there are approximately 25
to 35 . members of the DDJ who are considered inactive due to nol
payment of dues and othér causes. He stated voting privileges
are extended to active members only.: The initiation fee is §!
and ‘the monthly dues are $2. BRADFORD furnished the followin:
1ist of memkers who are currently active in the Jonesboro,
Louisiana chapter:

W, CAFLANAGAN, J. B LDS, EARNEST S, OTIS MARTI
AI&&AS ELMO JACOBS,_MORLEEAA} ERSON, FREDAFALTON, P. D.

E’U%  ARMEY.LJOHNSON, _JO AGKSQ “JOHNNYAEONIER, ASPER
f%_f FRANKEBOLDS, " JOSEPHATOYLE, EDGA 10E “‘HARVEY “JOHNSON and’
everend SANDE OMESON 4/4’}\ 4

FORD . stated the anesboro group maintains no

Recording Secketary F. D. KIRKPATRICK and HENRY C, AMOS. He
stated the official mailing address .for the local organization
is | }] Louisiana, which is the
address of HENRY C.ﬂﬁMOS, a member of the group.

2R -
BRADFORD state e organization nas no application
forn for use by prospective members. 3
L' )

‘l”. )
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MEMBER OF SUBJECT ORGANIZATION
PERCY L6E SRADRGRD. L,cﬁmos £, Lyl FATTERSONY:
HARVEYABABNES . CHARLEY L g IR CLEN &7 T
ACKSON, EDBZEARNES, JESS 4(;? QLE%PKT;T‘ERSQX,MY. e

¢
¢

b6
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official offﬁce and ‘that records are maintained by the present__‘zzg'°
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BRADFORD advised’ that. similar DDJ groups have been
.formed. in Bogalusa and Homer, Louisiana which were granted
certificatés by the parent Jonésboro  organization. The certif-
icates grant authority for those groups to use the name DDJ
and operate undér the provisions of the charter’ granted the
Jonesboro group., BRADFORD stated’ the parent group furnishes
advice and assStance concerhing policy to those chapters.
‘He stated no other groups have been a

: Jrieans, 'Louisi He stated carerul «
eratiIon’ s given ‘to. granting certificates to other groups in
order to insure that .the policies and’ objectives .ofyltke parenc
.group are adhered to. BRADFORD stated: that CHARLIEASIMMS 3 Z’[}

the P esio 0 he-Rogalusa Chapter and t a Qﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂgﬁ"’D ";,/’
iz~ Pregide of the Homer. I uisiana..(:hai:er of the DDJ; he
stated Be dld not know the CUrrent membe Bogalusa

and Hoxer groups. - MEI\IBEB OF. SUBJECT CRGA%IIZATION__

BRADFORD was questioned concerning statements made /
by EARNEST THOMAS, Vice President .of the Jonesboro DDJ and
others, which have appeared in national periodicals, concern-

ing the organization g?éDFORD stated much of the information
attributed to these people se and exaggerated particular-

e eTIceE o alleged secre 0 e nrganization, purchase®
Q rearms in 18 inber of chapters
c ave been created an er statements indicating the

'Eﬁ?‘vrréﬁﬁ've motives. He stated he had not seen any oi the
“pubIIcatIons referring to the DDJ or read any of the statements
-attributed to THOMAS and other DDJ leaders but that he definit-
ely plans to seek an explanation from. THOMAS and CHARLIE SIMMS,
President of the Bogalusa Chapter of bDJ, concerning statements
attributed to them. BRADFORD stated he 'is very concerned about
the effects that irresponsible publicity might have on DDJ and

he plans to make every effort to correct the situation through

-talks with those 'responsible for such publicity.

CONEBRMTIL
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\ . BRADFORD stated he bellieves the statements made

| recently by THOMAS were made to exploit the DDJ for his own
| | personal publicity and financial gain. He stated THOMAS

| is presently in California, however, he is not representing
the DDJ and his purpose thére is unknown to BRADFORD. He
states he has repeatedly admonished THOMAS about his public
statements concerning the DDJ which seems to have had little
\effect to date.

" BRADFORD stated the_Jonesboro DDJ owns eight walkie-
talkie radio units-which are presently’distributed among the
membership which are to be used in the event of an emergency
which would require the group to assemble on short notice.

He stated the chapter owns no other technical equipment or
arms, ;

' BRADFORD s%ated there are no persons, to his
knowledge,. in the DDJ who are sympathetic with or influenced
by .Black Nationalist or any other.subversive group. .

¥

BRADFORD made available a blank identification card
which is carried by all DDJ members upon acceptance into the
organization. It may be noted that an offidal card wHeh is
issued to 'a particular member also bears the imprint of a
seal which is not affixed to the card until it is issued:

BRADFORD stated by-laws for the DDJ are presently
under preparation and it is hoped that within a week same will
be submitted to the membership of the organization for approval
after which a copy will be made available to the FBI.

’ He stated the DDJ chapter at Bogalusa and: Homer,
-Louisiana, each paid a $100 entrance fee to Jjoin the-organization
and they are supposed to pay a sum equal to ten percent of

their collected monthly dues to the parent organization to defray
expense of supplies, etc, wHch are provided by.the Jonesboro
chapter.

-7 -
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BRADFORD stated when the organization was first
begun, group leaders were appointed for the purpose of
rallying membership in the event of a racial incident. The
stated this practice has been abandoned and the organization.
no longer has group leaders or similar functlionaries.

It was tactfully pointed out to'BRADFORD that he should
exert’his influence to discourage any arming or:other.illegal
atts on the part of DDJ members. BRADFORD stated he desires
to cooperate fully with the FBI and-that he planned. to encourage
his subordihates, including members :of other chapters, to
do’ likewise,

LA

T

Following 1is a deqcr}pt%ppqofﬁrst¥ LEE BRADFORD:

Race p ! Negroqfﬁﬁw -
Date of "birth I , “ | . b6
Place of birth Jonesboro, Loulsiana " b7C
Height 5t gt T :
Weight 230 pounds “
Build Muscular - . ’ ’
Complexiodn Dapky -
Social Security 1 I . S
Hhiﬁed__ States July '12,¥1950 to October 29,1952.
rmy b it
Employment 1956 ‘to'ipresent; Continental Can
Company, Hodge, Louisiana (bag
.stacker and department shop'steward)
. Education Two years Grambling College,
Grambling, Louisiana.
Wife EOHNNIE BELLE BRADFORD; nee BOYER;
b
Louisiana.
-8 -
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Date

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

June 16, 196

irs. DOROTHY CASHIO, Administrative Assistant,
Corporations Division, Secretary of State, State of
louisiana, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, made available a true
and correct copy of the charter of Decouns of Defense and
Justice, Incorporated.

M 0

6/11/65__ . __Baton Rouge, Loulsiang _ fie#

SA ELMER B. 1XTCHFIELD/dcs - 6/11/65

Date dictated
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Correct copy of the Chaxter of

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.,

A Louisiana corporation domiciled at Jonesboro,

Sl

As shown by comparison with document filed and recorded in this
. Office on March 9, 1965.

%

"ig«‘ ™ W2, Y
% 3

& ol

M
"
%
%
£

X
(%

ARGOLR,
SR
R

»e

, 823
G

-

Jn leslimony w/w.ateo/ S have frexeunlo seb
myp frand and caused bie Sl ¢/ 2y W’ce
lobe a//txed allhe %[y t/ PBealon %oaye on,
June I1, 1965. '

A

" »
=i .-:1‘3! 2%
BPENA

i
P

-

o wmwww““‘{a- ;
F R T N R S e e




‘ . ""|5¥' L8 y ’w
. ' ;f} y ;K“:' |
RTICLES OF INCORPORATION | 0F ANERICA-E, "0 1 U
S L oF ": SRR B STATE OF LOUISIANA 1" ;
DEAC‘O;NS OF :>.-:? ENSE AWD JUSTICE, (INC. PARISH |OR 'OUaCuridA | | '}f,; i’
" BE IT ANOWN, That on. this the _5__ day jof the Monih o? . S gé
: in the Year of OL. iord, Ono Thousand Nin; Hundrod’ and Sixty”'fln ﬁf
Pivo.; : - | e | ; :T T
' TR
; 5 BESFORE ME, a Novary Public, in- aﬁa foxr ;unis Parisn and- f.? s ﬁi
’ State, porsonally came and appoarcd }r overal parties of full age f;: ;4
of majority 'whoso .signatures are subscribod, wno:doclared 4n the . 'fiﬁf}z E
i" preso@po'ogythe unders?gnod competent witnossog,'that availing, '-ja{‘ ”
f:ﬂtthemsolves of tho provisiéns of Z@uisiana Rcviscg.Statutes of 1950;3J{J
. Soctions 12 101 - 12:155, they do;howeby organize a nonprofit - ,;Jgﬁlﬁ“
e corporation as dof;nea in Revised & Stesute 22 101‘(8) undor: and in '’ f*é}~}b
?ff accordance, with, éhose articlos of, incorooration.I-?Vfﬁiﬁ". :g~?‘ffdﬂﬁgi -
IR ARTICEE X. “Nawgh' o eas o v et TR
;fk '“ ‘; ‘.” The name of th;g corporation ‘8’"Doac053 of Dofense and ‘zﬁyxf
3 :‘Jgst;oe; Ino," | ? 3 , ;9 ipl.l.‘ f L ';iﬁf :;
: . - ' e . i
PR . ARTICLE XI. . “PURPOSES! | e
;h}v ' Tais corporatidnkis.organizcd'for;tho ;ollowing‘purpdses ﬂf¢f<;\\
‘”g ané to carry on the following pur»oscs: To 1nsﬁruqc,'traih, tcaoh“ﬂj':>
"". ‘and educatse Citizens of the United Stubcs and es peoially minority | fJ
‘groups in:tho'fundamental prins-nals' thetropuolican form of ‘

"govornmon and our oemocra ic aJ of 11 o;:to'instruoﬁ, teach, train -

Y5 o S i 3 I8 3 Py +

ﬁﬁfmﬁmmwelhas ghe o

and oducate’ saia peraons in the provisiocns of tme constitution and f‘ﬁ

I ox‘

&tho» {ted ;gjagg‘ggn:;no Sta:




h

‘ FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-40) 'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

n ite _August 17, 1965

X y &~M%/7/7 N ifo//asé’v/zd, LA

COSSE JACKSON, c/o General Delivery,
Jonesboro, uisiana, furnished the following information:

He stated that ‘he is the treasurer -of the

Deacons of Defemse and Justice, a corporation which has
its headgquarters in Jonesboro. He said that the purpose
of the organization is to protect the Negroes living in
the Negro section of Jonesboro, 'He stated that his
group would only resort to violence if they were attacked
by a group such .as the Ku Klux Klan, He stated that the
group does not have a source of arms, but the individual
nembers of the organization were armed. In addition, he
stated that these gums were kept in the individual
members homes and were not:-hidden in & cache somewhere,

| He advised that there was no actual training given to

zny of the members in the use of firearms.

I
r He stated that there are.azbout 15 to 20 active
' members in the Jonesboro chapter, and that the actual
nembership in Jonesboro amcunted to 'approximately 50 to
75 persons., He stated that only two other chapters of
the Deacons have been organized im loulsiana, and they
are located at Bogalusa and Homer, To his knowledge,
no other chapters of the Deacons have been formed
anywhere in the United States. He stated that he did
| pot know the number of members or the names of the
\ : officers in either Homer or Bogalusa.
l
|

JACKSON stated that the bylaws of the
organization have not yet been drawn up and that this
was one of the major problems facing the organization,
He stated that omce the bylaws were drawn up that each
new chapter of the Deacons that was formed would be
expected to follow the bylaws as proposed by the National
‘Headquarters bhere in Jonesboro, JACKSON said that at
present the group plans for the other chapters is to
Lorward 10 per cent of their dues to the Nation&l
Organization here in Jonesboro.

CONFIDENTAL

8/3/85 ot _Jonegboro, louwisians File # _XO 157-3290 i )

Special Agent VINCENT J. HORN, JR, and

Special AgeRt ROBERT S, STEYART/mrp 8/4/65

Date dictated .
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JACKSON stated' that the officers of the
Deacons were as follows:

. « b6
) b7
President 'PERCY LEE BRADFORD c
. Vice-President ﬁRRNEST THOMAS )
£ nn Bof
‘Secretary //fEHARL WHITE ‘
Treasurer COSSETTA JACKSON

MEMBER OF. SUB;ECT CRGANIZATION.

| He said: that slection.cf new officers~wou1d'

}‘ be beld irn the near ‘future, JACKSON -said that the
Deacons have a bank:account at the Hodge Bank and Trust

’ .Company, and. that the balance in the- account was $98,00,.

|

He said ‘that ~EPNEST THOMAS is presently in
California and that the Deacons  are not paying for the
expenses involved in. the trip, JACKSON said: that the
Deacons ‘did pay for the plsne fare of THOMAS on one
occasion when he went to New Y@rk. He stated that the
bsan anproveq_,x_ihﬁ_memharship He did state that
‘some of the talk concerning the weapons and number of
mexbers in the Deacons has -been exaggerated in order
tgfd@ceivezth@ Ku Klux Klan, and the local Sheriff's
‘Office.

, The following description was obtained
through observation and interview:

Name . COSSETTA JACKSON
Address. Generzl Delivery,
Jonesboro, lLouisiana

Race Negro

Sex Hale

.Height . 5t-6"

‘Wedght 160 pounds

- 17 -
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VJH:mrp
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Byes

‘Hair

Age
Place of Birth

Haritzl Status:

Occupation

Eﬁygfﬂggmqjéi:ﬁﬂﬁ

Maroon

Gray-Black

:54 ‘
Jonesboro, louisizns
Single B
-Self-employed
Taxicab owner
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f B

x . . , .

’ a -FREDERICK\DOUGLAﬁﬂ;i;RATRICK,fGeneral.Delivery, bé
Grambling,‘Louisiana,%wasdgpnTantedﬁand_he*furnished the b7c
following information: Bor./

- Voot LA

. _ KIREATRICK'adeggggiﬁé;is-a-;gﬁben-ofmthe

- "Deacons of Defense and Justice, Jonesbaro Chapter,

| and 1s presehtly the Recording Secretary, He advised
that during the summer of 1964 several CORE workers
come to Jonesboro to-aid the Negroes. The white people
in the community became alarmed at their presence in
Jonesboro and shortly afterwards an auto caravan
containing Ku Klux Klan members drove through the Negro

- quarters of Jonesborc throwing out Ku Klux Klan literature
and telling the residents to get rid of the CORE workers.

. KIRPATRICK ‘advised the Negroes became so alarmed at this
incident they decided that since local law enforcsment
vas not protecting them they would get together and form
& group to defend their homes and property in the event
the Ku Klux Klan returned. As a result, a large number
of Kegroes went to their homes and returned with firearms.
They returned to the CORE headquarters area in Jonesboro
to awalt the return of the Ku Klux Klan., The latter did
not return., 'KIRPATRICK.advised this was the start of the
idea to form the Deacons.

1

KIRPATRICK advised he is an Evangelist, 1In
-an sffort to come up with 2 name that would indicate
their organization was for the good of all people they
decided on the name Deacoms of Defense and Justice,
The name Deacgons -denotes’ something religious as the
name was taken from the Desmcon of the church, The word
Defense would indicate they were not .an offensive group,

‘but would protect and defend themselves when necessary.

KIRPATRICK advised he is also on the News
‘Release Copmittee. This is a group within the organization
. who have the power of making press releases and talking
‘with people of the press and news media., He.stated that at
thefprgsgnt time PERCY LEE BRADFORD is the president, and

CONFIBENTIAL (1

File # _NO 157-3290
8/8/65

On 8/6/65 at | CGrambling 1O SIAX
Special Agent MICEAEL M, NC DONNELL and

Specisl Agent 0 |
by pecia gent ANTEONY AKOROS0, JR./mrp Date dictated
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CEHARLEY WHITE is the Financial Secretary. ERNEST THOMAS
‘is the acting Vice~President and Fieldman, At the present
time THONAS is in San Francisco, His job as Fieldman

iz to raise funds and attempt to organize new Chapters,
KIRPATRICK advised THOMAS is expected to retura to
Jonesboro sometime arcund the middle of August, 1965,

. KIRPATRICK advised the Deacons have #donthly
dues of $2,00 for each member,. The Jonesboro Chapter
also has an initiation fee of ‘$10,00 per member, He
stated that when a new Chapter ' is organized the original
Chapter fee is $100,00, and this is sent to Jonesboro,

. Each Chapter itself can designate its own initiation fee
and the Chapter keeps this money. Thereafter each
Chapter mugt send 10 per cent of the dues collected each
month to the headquarters in Jonesboro. KIRPATRICK
stated he does not know how many Chapters or members
there are at the present time. He advised CHARLEY WHITE
as Financial Secretary would have this information.

He also stated that ERNEST THO¥AS has not made any
reperts to him on his trip so 'he does not belisve the
information concerning all the Chapters arnd members will
be known umtil THOMAS returns,

KIRPATRICK advised to his knowledge the Deacons
have two bank accounts, both of which are located at the
Hodge Bank and Trust Company, Hodge, louisiana, One
‘account is under the name of the Jackson Parish Community
and Charity Fund, and the other under the name Deacons of
Defense and Justice. The first account he believes is
used to purchase literature and for deonations to
charitable institutions. The other is used for the
purchase of equipment for the Deacons such as twe way
radios, It is alsc used to assist people in obtaining
a fair trial,

- 20 -
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KIRPATRICK advised he has read some of the
reparks made in the newspapers by ERNEST THOMAS, He

Advised the organization does not furnish weapons to

its members 25 most of them have persconally owned
weapons., -He does not know of any source of weapons
or cache which the Deacons might have. He personally .

feels that if THOMAS made this remark it is .possible

he, THOMAS has .developed a source for obtaining
weapons, in his. travels, 4

" KIRPATRICK related that not all the men in
the leadership of the Deacons agree with THO¥AS and
his way of thinking., At the present time nons of the
Deacons in Jonesboro, to his:- knowledge, know exactly
what he is doing or has accomplished in his travels,
and they will probably not kmow until he returns.

fARPATRICK stated that the Deacons is open

to anyone over the age of 21 who satisfactorily passes

a background check, This investigation is usually .
conducted ‘by himself or another member of the JOnesbora
Chapter., The main reason for this check is to keep
undesirable people out of the organization such as those
with criminal characteristics or those whe have very
poor credit records in the community. He also stated
the Deacons prefer married men and they prefer all
members to be registered voters.

It was tactfully peinted ocut to KIRRATRICK
the dangers inherent in illegal arming and illegal acts.
which might result from -encouragement of members to
Arm and carry firearms,
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The following description was:obtained during

interview and from.observation:

!
'FREDERICK DOUGLAS

Name
KIRPATRICK .

Residence ‘General Deélivery, b6
Grambling, Louisiana- b7C

Race Negro

Sex. Male

Height 61=3"

Weight 260 pounds

" Date of Birth
Place of Birth

l |
Haypesville, Louisiana

Occupation ‘School Teacher
Grawbling College,
Grambling, Louisiana

Wife ANNE P, KIRPATRICK

Children ‘Four .

Military Service None

- 22 -
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e " -HAR (JOHNSON, 309 Mitchell St2 Street,
Jonesboro"ﬁ&ﬁfsiana, advised that his mailing address
is P,0, Box 599, . Jonesboro. Secrsr See, S SIY =85y rr73

-

**3DHNSON advised that he is a méuber of the
Dsacons of Defense and Justice. He stated that this
organization first started as a club about the last
part of Spring, 1964. He stated that 'this.club .did
‘not have a .name but consisted of Negro.males
..residing in the "Quarters"™ section .of Jonesboro,
. Loulsiana., JOHNSON recalled that sometime in
July. or August, 1964, about 9:00 P,M, a caravan of
.2 out 35 cars containingxfrom three to five nembers
f the Ku Klux Klan, dressed in full Klan regalia,
and lesl .by a Jackson Parish Sheriff'’s car, drove
through the "Quarters.” He stated that because of .
| this incident, coupled with the fact that the caravan
o/ was lead by .a Sheriff's Office vehicle, it was.
: decided :that the Deacons of Defense and Justice should
. be formed in order to protect the lives and .property’
of those who lived in the "Quarters.” He stated -
that the purpose of the Deacons of Defense and Justice
is to protect the rights of all citizens,. "“black and
white,”™ 'He explained that the purpose of this
organization was not to take the law into their own
hands but. the purpose was for civic improvenent
through .negotiation and the protection of the rights
-0of individuals through court action and legal .means.

Concerning weapons owned by members of the
Deacons of Defense and Justice, JOHNSON .advised that
the newspaper .article appearing in ‘the New York
Times and in the Newsweek magazine were not true or
accurate, He related that the Deacons .have no .machine
guns or other simular automatic weapons. . He stated
that the only weapons owned .by Deacons were "house.
protection® weapons., He related that "house
protgction" weapons were ordinary rifles and pistols

et -

8/3/65 Jonesboro, Louisiana ’ 157-3290
On at . File ¥ s .
SA L., STANLEY HARBESON and C <
by .SA CLARK S. MILLER/mln | hoics _8/3/65
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that one keeps to pretect his home, He advised that he
personally, owns a ,2% caliber revolver which he carries
.on.the front seat of his car when he/d@souf.atintg
He stated..that this weapon is not concealed and
therefore not in violation of the law, He added that
'this weapon.is carried strictly. for protection.

A!}/, Concerning :-the membership of the Deacons of
fense and.Justice, JOHNSON related that PERCY L..
aggﬁmgmyas President, ERNEST THOMAS,, Vice-President,

- “CHARLIE §
He 'stated that at the present time the Jonesbor
Chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice consists

IE WHITE, Secretary, and .COSSE ACKSON, Treasurer.

of .about 25 active members. He related ‘that there\ B ami /49//

are numerous other members who do not take an active
part in the meetings or other activities of the
organization., JOHNSON stated that to his knowledge
the only other chapter of the Deacons was located in
Bogalusa, Louisiana.

JOHNSON advised' that he is not.an officer
of the Jonesboro Chapter of the Deacons of Defense
and Justice, however, he assists the Treasurer. .He
stated that the initiation fee is $10.00 and the
dues are $2.00 per month. The Jonesboro Chapter
maintains a .bank account at the Hodge 'Bank and Trust
Company, Hodge, Louisiana,” and all.drafts drawn on
the 'account must be 'signed by three members of the
Deacons, he, .JOHNSON .being one.of thenm.

JOHNSON advised that meetings of the Deacons
of Defense and Justice are normally held every
Tuesday night at the Masonic Lodge located on Leon
Street, Quarters Section, Jonesboro, Louisiana.

At this time JOHNSON furnished the following
description‘og himself: .

Name: HARVEY JOHNSON
Sex: Male
Race: Negro

| | ,CO— i AL (0

na—a—————" . .
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Date of Birth:-
‘Hair:

Eyes:

Height:
‘Weight:

CONEIBENTIAL (U

January 7, 1918
Black
Brown:

514"
1565~

Social Security No,:

Vife:
Employer:

434-05-8173

MILDRED BAKER JOHNSON

Continental Can Co.

-Hodge, Louisiana

- 25 =
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A

*eo o OLEN' SATCHER; JR., | ly
Louisiana, adviseéd. that 'he is ‘présently ‘employed with
the Office of :E¢onomic Opportunity working - on |
Operation‘Headstart.

|

1
3

. SATCHER" stated that he is not a member of
the .Deacons- .of ‘Defense: and Justice, but.he has:
attended.sone.ofitheir meetings to see what their
aims .are and the .direction they are headed. .He
stated that 1f he likes the aims of the organization
huxmay join,it.

.SATCHER..stated that from. his-observations.
of the Deacons for Defense and Justice he feels 'they
want to work with the law, and want to assist
anyone .being treated unjustly in. a legal manner,
SATCHER stated that he felt that the national ;publicity
concerning this '‘organization is so much propaganda
put .out .tofool the Klan, He advised that he knows
nothing about 'any guns .or firearms in :the possession
of the Deacons of Defense and Justice;

The following desciiption was obtained by
observation and intervieW‘ v
‘z

4
h ‘Name: t  OLEN "'SATCHER, JR.
.Race. Negro
. Sex: ‘Male .
Height: 5°* 8"
‘Weight: . : ‘205 1bs,
Build: ‘Heavy
Hair: Black, graying
Complexion: ‘Medium
-Byes: . ‘Brown
Scars & Marks: None

.Education: Graduate of Grambling
- . College, field of
' .Physical Edugation
Parents: 'Mother-BENNIB TAYLOR,

- e

, CWM! m o -
8/4/65 , Jonesboro, Louisiana Firle # NO 157-3290

SA VINCENT J. HORN, JR.. AND
l,y SA ROBERT S, smwm/mm Date dictated _8/4/65
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Houston, Texas )
Father-OLEN SATCHER; SR,
.Jonesboro, Louisiana.
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Tt U ELTON'LE qPAIIERSON I b ’
{ -Louisiaha, was contacted and he furnished th .
To llowing information: Socsa4 SL’ ¢, L .

‘PATTERSON,advised he is presently a member
of  the Déacons of Defense and Justice and that he
Wwas .one. of" the" original founders. He stated that
the’ Deacons was foundeéd to give the Negroes
protection in' the community.: This group has as its
objective "Justice for all men no matter what their
color.”™ PATTERSON stated that he was a patrol
leader and as such would: be in. charge of two or
three cars' of Deacons who would 'patrol. the Jonesboro
Negro areas, to see that no churches or homes were
bombed or ‘burned. He. advised that he patrolled these
areas all last winter and that this was stopped a
few -months ago. !

e

PATTERSON ‘stated the dues are $2.00 per
month but he refused to divulge the amount of the
initiation fee. The Deacons do not furnish weapons
to its members although most nmembers own their own
guns and usually keep them in their car or at honme.
He advised he owns a .22 caliber rifle and a .22
caliber revolver. He stated the Deacons do not have o
a source of weapons nor do they have any cache hidden -
anywhere to his knowledge.

PATTERSON was reminded of the dangers of
this group arming illegally and committing illegal
acts.

‘PATTERSON advised he does not know how
many ‘members are in the Deacons. The most men he
observed' at any meeting was between 50 ‘and 75 and
this was approximately three or four months ago.

| He advised PERCY LEE BRADFORD is the President,

CONFIBENTIAL 1)
on _8/4/65 . Jonesboro, Louisiana File # NO 157-3290

SA ANTHONY AMOROSO, JR.
by _ SA MICHAEL MC DONNELL/mln

Date dictated 8/6/65
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‘HENRY AMOS is the Vice-President and. ELMO JACOBS is a
member of the Board pf Directors,

" PATTERSON stated that to his knowledge
'the Deacons of Defense and Justice is a defensive
organization, "As such they will defend themselves
or their fellow members to any degree necessary.
The Deacons do not go out looking for trouble, but
will not run from it if and when it comes,

The following description was obtained
through observation and interview:

‘Name ‘ ELTON LEE PATTERSON
‘Date of birth: .
Place of birth: Louisiana
Sex: Male

Race: Negro
Height: 5% 11™
Weight: 176

Eyes: Brown

Hair: Black
Social Security: : |
Drivers ‘License: | | La.
‘Relatives: ‘Wife-HELEN-

* :Children-~ 4 Two boys
: and two girls
Automobiles: 1957 Chevrolet, black,
uisiana license

1953 Ford, White,

f965“Lpuisiana license

b6
b7C
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T “*ELMO .JACOBS, Post Office Box 124, Jonesboro,
Louisiana, was contacted 'and he furnished the following

information:

3 - e i

JACOBS. advised he is presently a member

of “the Deacons -of Defense -and Justice (DDJ) and has
Jbeen’ a’’member since the organization was formed,
He“is;é,ﬁembér,of‘the|80ardfoffDirebtorsuand is

also .on” the committee which is allowed to make press
releases. He advised the prime objective of the
Deacons is to see that everyone, no matter what their
color, :gets Justice. They make inquiries when they
are advised of arrests of their members and they
arrange- for attorneys and attempt to see that the
people get a fair txial.

5 e g

JACOBS advised the Deacons do .not furnish

| weapons to their members, ‘but that -the majority of

| the .members own their own weapons. He: advised. he
knows of no source of weapons available to the
Deacons. JACOBS -advised the organization as such is
a defensive type group .and they do not go looking
for trouble, but:he stated if trouble comes to them
they will protect themselves to any degree necessary.

o JACOBS further stated the organization. has
no set.dues and .he knows of no fee .which nust be
paid to get into the organization, :He believes there
.are 18 to 25 active members in the Jonesboro Chapter,
The Deacons also have chapters in Bogalusa and Homer,
Louisiana. .

The dangers of members illega11y~arm1ng
themselves and committing illegal acts was brought
to JACOBS® attention,

The following description was obtained during

e ©

on __8/5/65 o __Jonesboro, Lou%siana File# . NO 157-3290
. SA MICHAEL M. MC DONNELL ‘and
This document contalns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIl. It is the property of the FBI qod is Joaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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interview andmfrom‘observation:

Name: ‘ELM ACOBS"

Race: Negro

Sex: ‘Male

Height: 5% 9"

‘Weight: 172

Eyes: Brown

Hair: Black

Date of birth: ‘March- 22, 1917

Place of_birth: Muscogee, Oklahoma  9XK.3-27-/
‘Enployment: “Mechanic at Continentalpsvv: 4t e, A/?

Can Company,

.Hodge, Louisiana, for

past-20 years.,
Relatives: ‘Wife~LOMA LEE JACOBS

Army Serial No.: 38224160 SoenrSec
Children: "I boy, age 9 %3 ~o7- 997

JACOBS stated that F..D. KIRPATRICK would
be .able :to furnish information concerning the
membership- as KIRPATRICK is the Secretary.

|
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' The following investigation was conducted .by SAs
MICHAEL M. MC DONNELL and ANTHONY AMOROSO, JR. at Hodge,
L@ulSl@ﬁaf :

, On August 3, 1965, M. M,. BOONE, Personnel.Director,
Continental Can Company, Hodge, Louisiana, furnished the
following information on the below listed individuals who
are membsrs of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, which
information was contained in the files of Continental Can “
Compiny. o . ;o ' A

K
L

_OTIS/MARTIN, %&_&%ﬁu}sima, b6
has been an employee of Continental Can Company since 6/11743, bic
and is presently 2 Tool and Equipment Handler (a), at the

Hodge Plant. His wife's name is listed as MARTIEL MARTIN. The
file reflects he sérved in the U. .8} Army from 8/9/43, ‘until .

6/5/47, Army Seriall 1 He bm,’sma.%
| " His date of birth is listed ss :
education 4th grade. No other information available.

ELTON .LEE PATTERSON, | _ |, Louisiana,,
was formerly employed by Continental Can Company from 4/22/85, b6
until 10/8/55. He was rehired 1/9/56, and left 9/1/56. On b7c
both of these occasions PATTERSON was employed as an attendant
at the Advance Service Station which is located in Hodge
and operated by the Continental Can Company. He was again
Yehired 4/19/58, and he left around April, 1960, The file
reflects PATTERSON was born[______ ], is 5'11", weighs 185
pounds, has brown eyes, black hair, parents ELLEN and LERCY
PATTERSON, graduated from high school, Jonesboro. Refersnces
listed %3 being employed by Continental Can Company are ERICK
BROOKER, brother-in-law, and HENRY COTTONHAM, also a brother-
in-law. His Social Security Number is listed as | }

ELMO JACOBS, Box 124, Jonesbere, Louisisna, is
presently employed as a Boiler Maintdd ' Helper at the
Hodge Plant. He has been employed at Continentzl Can Company
since 4/20/64. His date and place of birthudre listed as
3/27/17 at Danville, Louisiana, His Social Security Number
is 434-09-9476. He served in the U, S, Army from 8/25/42,
until 11/23/45. His wife's name is listed as LOMIA JACOBS.
He is listed as being 5°9", 160 pounds, brown eyes, black
hair, parents EDMOR -JACOBS -and "PEARLIE MOORE, education llth:
grade. i R T

CONFDENTIAL

On __8/3/65 ot _Hodge, Louisizna Frie'# NO 157-3290

AMOROSO /mnw
.by _SAs MICHAEL M. MC DONNELL & ANTHON:Z Date dictated 8/5/65

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It iy the property of the FBl Jod is locned to
your agency;: it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

i




0 i

NO 157-3290 /mnw
2 ;

LKN%QZ;CHBR IR, | i Louisinna, b8

” was employed on and off Trom Juns, 1948, until he was fired b7c
on 11/27/54, During this time he served in the U. S, Army
: 2/48, until 8/11/49. The file reflects he was_born
at Jo esboro, . Lonisiana, and he has _Social Security
umber , His wife's nanme is_listed’as NELLIE
ANN CURRY. He is described as being 65°8", 189 pounds, brown
eyes, black hair, education two;years Grambling College,
'Father OLEN ‘SATCHER, Mother BENNIE DEADWYLER. The file
further reflects he again served in the U. 'S, Army from
11/1/50, until 10/10/51. References listed in file are
BENNIE BUCKANAN father-in-lgw, employed by Continental
Can Company and“another relative, FRANK MITCHELL, relation-
ship unknown, also employed by Continental Can Company.

BOONE stated OLEN SATCHER, JR. was terminated by
Continental Can Company on 11/27/54, as a result of complaints:
received from other employee's at Continental Can Company
concerning the behavior and actions of SATCHER. The incident
that caussd his dismissal from the plant happened during the
latter part of November, 1954. At this time SATCHER was

l | b6
I , l SATCHER b7C
had been observed | |

L4

B
*%his resulted in an investigation and it was determined SATCHER
| } |
| "]1.and had. also | |

_ |
[ It was’

£inzlly determined SATCHER | - ‘ |
r_____z__;l____- I'CHE | _ —
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X Mr. MARION M. BOONE, Personnel Maﬁager,‘Continent
Can Company,. Hodge, Louisiana, supplied the following informa-
tion: : o 4

He stated that the .personnel reoxrd of BARNES
.contained the following:. t ;

{THOMAS

THOMAS was -born on. .at.Jo esbora;u b6
. Louisiana, and he-has .a. Social Seécur umber .  bic

7ﬂ?17"’"4' ‘*f"“'"""’”y sted .} : :

: he- time :of his»employmen‘,WTHOMAS.listed*pis,add;ess as, '

| , — ], Louisiana, ‘and his wife's.name was. . .
.EVE THOMAS.V.Therfile~re£1ects;that?ﬁis’tatber.is%W.JT,;THOMAS.

' :and- THOMAS' description was- .listed:.as' 5%11" tall, 197 pounds ‘in...
welght, brown eyes.and black hair. . The file .also.reveals that . :
THOMAS had:military service with the .U. S..Qir'Forde,asen;;.wm@ﬁ,;
.December 29, 1954. . THOMAS was first hired.gn'July 18, 1960, .
as an extra and was subsequently laid off ‘due;to the .curtailment
of the work force on Noveanber 10, 1960. ’ '

B

on __4/21/65 Hodge, Louisiana Fite # NO 1573290

ct

by .\ SAS, EARL COX & JORN D. BRADY /uh Dote dictated _3/22/85.

.Q'!‘hll document contains nelther reconmendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
vonr-aganays.it ard (e contenta 0re Bortos ha distribhinted cutaids your agenCy. Ll aa .
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There is being set forth a reproduction of the
official identification papers which is carried
by menmbers of the Deacons of Defense .and Justice
as furnished by Percy Lee Bradford.
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o CONFIBENTIALDM» —B/2/63
_CHARLES R¥\ SIMS, | } was advised of the

identity and official capacity of interviewing Agents.

SIMS stated the Deacons for Defense and Justice is an
incorporated organization and has received a charter from the
State of Louisiana. He said National Offices for the Deacons
for Defense and Justice are located at Jonesboro, louisiana....
‘He stated ,(first name unknown) ERADFORD is the National President
and_HENR 5. 1s the National Vice.President. Both ERADFORD
and AMOS live in Jonesboro, Louisiana.

SIMS advised that he 1s the president of the Bogslusa z
Chapter of the . Deacons_foxr. Defense.and-Justice and RO URRIS, £
Bogalusa, Louisiana, is the yice president of the Boga.lusa ' o
Chapter...

SIMS 'stated the-Deacons for Defense and Justice have
a rule against divulging any information relating to the strength
of membership, the activities of the Deacons for Defense and
Justice, and the ownership of arms kept by the members of this
organization. He said he, therefore, could not furnish any
further information regarding the Deacons for Defense and
Justice and any other information concerning this organization
would have to be obtained from the National Offices in Jonesboro,
Louisiana. He added that for members to give any other infor-
mation would be "like cutting off your nose to spite your face.

'MM

. ‘/ 36 *"
On. 8/5/65 ot __Bogaluss, Ldizisiang . File #  NO 157-3290
y S48 A. RAYMOND SHITZER & ALVIN LER HNG&QJ& Date dictated __8/5/65 !

i
T f T
This document céntaine nolther recommendations nor conclusions o! the FPBI. It {s the property of the FB! and s loanod to
your agency; it and ite contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. !
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. - CONFIBENTIAL (For —2L2L%2

ROYAN BURRIS, Proprietor, Burris Barber Shop, East 4th
Street, and in charge of the pickets .for the Bogalusa Civic and
Voters League, was advised of the identity and official capacity.
of interviewing Agents.

At the outset of the interview BURRIS was advised that
we wished to talk to him about the organization, Deacons for
Defense and Justice. BURRIS said he would give no information ‘
at all regarding the organization, Deacons for Defense and Justice,
nor would he admit being an officer or member of this organizatién. .
He said any information obtained concerning the organization would
have to be given in the presence of the entire assembly of the
-Deacons for Defense and Justice.

BURRIS reiterated that he would provide no information
at all regarding this organization, its officers, members,.
activities, purpose or method of operation.

On 8/5/65 ot _Bogalusa, Louisiana = File # N0 157-3290

by SAS A, RAYMOND SWITZER & ALVIN LEE KING:JJ Date dictoted 0/5/65

This document contalns neither recommendations nor conclusfons of the FBI. It {s the ptoperty of the FBl and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents gre not to be distributed outside your agency.
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. é/h/65
Consbseael m o

megfnm ‘ } muisiana,

Bogalusa Voter&League_(BVL).wrker, telephonically advised ( 5 b7C

SA FREDERICK J. WALLACE that the ‘Deacons. for. Defense and’ Justice (_/
originated in epboro s ‘Louisiana, with seven original members,

He said” ENSON is. the Regional Head for the_Deacons for /

/ Defense_and.Justice.' He stated that the Bogalusa Chapter of )’

' the Deacons for- Defense and Justice was chartered through the

( parent -chapter at. J‘onesboro and that part of the dues collected.

\

» from the members. of the. fBogalusa Chapter is supposed to go to
\ ‘the Jonesboro. Chapter. ;«’1 AL f,,,.. ' Yy

f~9 \ Brown’ aa.v:l.sed ‘that! SIMS is financial secretary
\ for the ‘BVL and.is.also‘head of the Bogalusa Chapter of the
o, Dea.cons for Defense . and Justice. ‘He:stated that the BVL had
A f ‘been receiving numerdus: compla.ints regarding SIMS' financial
g status. He stated:people:are. questioning where he obtains his
g money as:he has.no visible means.of- support -and numerous 2
/ .people have observed: him ‘buying alcoholic beverages in the v
/ surrounding areas of Bogalusa. L ‘
e, ) x ‘He.stated: at theglast executive. ‘meeting of the BVL
1] .a motion was-dbrought: ‘béfore ‘the's -t0 remove SIMS from' his
o ' position. in ‘the’ League; 'but iA¢. Z¢{YOUNG, President_of_the.BVL,
\ managed to:table.the:motion. 'EROWN'stated he believes the
“\ BVL is.checking. the ﬁnances ha.ndled‘by SD{S, but. as yet has
™\ -not made.any statement. we
/ BROWN - furtheradvised ‘that /ERNEST' Jomst§on 1s presently -
‘in Northern California- attempting ‘to raise:money’ for the. Jonesboro
area and that;S8IMS:has. stated heiwishes to go back ‘to.Southern
California and'attempt to raise more money :Ln that area.

by ____smw1 . Date dictated,.2/%/65

‘rhu document ¢céntains’ notther recommendauom nor eonchuom of the FBI. It {s the property of the FB! and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contoala are not to be dhtrlbvtod outside your agency.
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En August 12,1965, NO T-1 who bas,. urnif%abm x

information in ‘the past advised Jthat ALBEREXDAVIS,

| |_Louisians, is The Tressurer and scting. il
gcretary_for . cons.ot;Defenéemand.igstice;-a@d“that bE
: __m@gﬁnx,.l |#%and _THEODORE "
AN, [2¥are members of the
galusa Chapter of_the Deacons_of_Defense.and-Justice. ,
According to (NO T-lJthe Deacons of Defense and Justice areZS%?ﬁE
piresently trying to. find a place and date for fire-arms.
‘practice 28 in the past this training has been on an individual
basis., He further reported that the present cost of joining
the Descons of Defense and Justice is $10.- and. there is sz
$2. monthly dues assessment. '

The organization outlawed automatic rifles but
automatic pistols.'are 'allowed. According to the informant,
the organization has obtained M-1's (not specified zs

' whether rifles or carbines). .along with.30.0 rifles.

; On August 10, 1965,,ﬁﬁe same informant furnishsd
= the following information concerning Bogalusa-  Deacons of
. Defense and Justice: v
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¢ CONEiBENTIAL “\

‘NO 157-3290
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: 1

.The following is a partial list of menmbers of the
Bogalusa Deacons for Defenss and Justice: (DDJ):

i

. CHARLES SIMS, President Lo
ROYAN BURRIS, Vice-President '

JOSE mnn,fgmu_mr )
ANDREW | LA b6

VARNADO, | (25 B7C
\ Jm.'ro fOHNSON
\p ELUFFZBIRNER, aka Duppie v
,//5 <SAMBARNES _
e ’

ON, zka_Candy - ‘ /
JOSEPH WHITE, Negro male,,waslbecently employed
by the Bogalusa Police Department as a police officer.
WHITE formerly owned or had .in his possession a 30,06 rifle.
Upon his employment with the Police Department, . the. Bogalusa *
. DDJ loaned him one of their .38 caliber revolvers until '
' he. obtains one of his -own. WHITB ‘'up to his appointment,
‘was secretary for the Bogalusa DDJ.

It is believed that Bogalusa DDJ does not possess
any machine guns, M-14 rifles, or grenades. CHARLES:SIMS has
purchased military surplus arms ‘at Roland‘'s Store on:South

. Rampart Street, New Orleans, Louisiana. These 'purchases are
‘believed to be 30 .06 rifles and side arms. The only other .
equipmeut presently known to be possessed by the Bogalusa )
DDJ ‘are walkie talkies.

The Bogalusa DDJ is presently mzintaining - a
curfew of one-half hour after Negro rallies in the Negro .
community of Bogalusa. Any Negro on the ‘streets after the
curfew is ordered to go to their homes immediately. The 4
recognition signal when: approaching 'DDJ members at night in i
a vebicle is to turn the vehicle's headlights off and -on :
once. ,

- 40 -
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Some of the expenses of the Bogalusa'DDJ are

‘reimbursed by the Bogalusa. Voters League (BVL) and. for
-this reason: CHARLES SIMS was: made financial ‘secretary for

the ‘BYL, . All @eposits for the Bogalusa DDJ are made .at
the‘Washington?éﬁ;?,and‘TrustfCompany;;gogalusa, Louisiaga,

CBurtesz Club.

It is further believed the only _person with an
honorary: DDJ ‘membership card is-YIRGINIA/BURTON, Bsrkeley, _
California, ‘and representative of Western.Division_of_Congress
of Racial Equality .(CORE), ERNEST JOHNBON, also known as

hilly, president of the Jonesboro 'DDJ, tis' presently in

Northe n-California attempting to raise money for the
‘Johei%§§p~DDJland is staying at BURTON's residence.

AToHN So N
) Negroes in Plaquemine, Louisiana, recently asked

‘for help in .forming a Plaquemine Chapter of the DDJ and

on.August 1, 1965, CHARLES SIMS and. ROYAN BURRIS went to
Plaquemine in-order to help in this endeavor.

, Monroe, Louisiana, and:'Ferriday, :Louisiana, have
also requested assistance in forming DDJ chapters.
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On July 15, 1965, NO T-2 advised thatXf%NEST LNU,
who is alleged to be the Vice President of the Descons in
Bogalusa, Louisisna, was ip~New York City snd was reported
to be Iiving with.one FNUXKOCHIYAMA, a:Chinese female,

'who was. photographed as being at: MALCOLM X'S'side~immediately
.after he was shot 'in. February, 1965. According to th
informant, ERNEST was in New York trying to talk to various
militant organizations and to gain some .support for the
‘"Deacons" in Louisiana. According to the info mant, ERNEST
'was 'attempting to raise funds for thefDeaconsjﬁgiiig)
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1

/' W [ate __August 12, 1965

Records of thel

b

b6
b7C
b7D

\ The above information can be made available onl
upon the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum directed to] |

CONFBENTAL: (1)
Im

On 8/12/65 Bogalusa, Louisiana

‘by SA FRANK A, SASS, JR./pm

e Date dictated 8/12/65
- 43 -
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Y,
On June 10, 1965, George Dodd) Negro male.of [ |

| Homer, Louisiana, an individual active .in Civil bé

—
#

Rights activity in the Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, area, b7cC
indicated that a Chapter of the Deacons for Defense. and

Justice had been formed in Homer, Louisizana, . Dodd indicated

that the organization, exclusively composed of local Negro
males, had originally been formed by Negroes in Bogalusa and
Jonesboro, Louisiana, as a self-protection group. Dodd
continuved to explain that the organization was active in

areas where Civil Rights activity had either actually or was
presumed to potentially precipitate violence against Negroes

by local white segregationists.

Mr. Dodd said that the specific purpose of the
group was to arm themselves and to "meet force with force"
in such instances as local white men employed' force or
"terror tactics" against Negroes. -Mr. Dodd was emphatic
in stressing that the organization intended na. aggressive
or violent action against any individual or group, zand that
no membexr of the organization would employ any type of feorce
unless such action was initiated against him first.

Mr, Dodd furnished 2 list of Negro male individuzls -

who are currently members of the_Homer, Louisiana Chapter of
the organization and the positions they occupy as follows:.
!2 ﬂj /’ﬂ, R PV /};ﬂ’u;f!f’f
Hﬁunu;_Lamisiana__j President
Louisiana Vice President
Homer, Louisiana Secrstary b6
Joe Lestexgﬁreen - Homer, Louisiana Finsncial b7¢C
_ Secretary
_Boz{ghith . Homer, Louisiana Tressurer
“Bi117Pitts . Homer,.Louisiana’ Menber
EmersonABanks Homex, Louisiana : Member
Grant B2 Homer, Louisiana Member
ngoleoq%%ieen _ Homer, Louisiana Member —
wagxﬁi@w " Homer, Louisiana Member
Yillie Jamesfﬁon;is.ﬁomer, Louisiana Member
lﬁme§§:;nn .Honmer.,. Louisiana -.Member

- 45 -

COMEIDENTIAL (1




_NO-157:3290 :
'¥Ax;mnw-

Mr. Joe Lester Green, Owner, Green's Grocery
 8t6re,'Homer,‘Lou;siana,vadvisedfoanugustAS,‘1965,
‘that in addition to the 'members of the Homer, Louisians,
-Chapter ‘of the: Deacons for Defense. and Justice,. previously:
- furrished by the .President of the organization, George
Dodd;, the following persons have now become members:

. 1) 'Oth«/Lewis
,..houigsiana ..

2) Georﬁiﬁfbwis, Jr., | |
[ ) _Loulsiana _ =
T >

3) .Eredfiiayes ‘
Junction City, Louisiana

bé
4):-an§f§Hazes “ ‘ : b7C
~Junction City, Louisiana

5) . Tomm# Ford, [ ]
' . Suis ana_

. 8) . elviﬁ&&lms,] |

, ‘Louisiana

7) ' ...J.;t;l_\e;iz‘\iutts ’

-Homgr;ﬁpoy;siana

| 8)‘;§rédZJon934‘
' Homer, Louisiana

Green. advised that he, Green, is the finance
‘secretary of the organization,. and the organization has
almost ;$100.. in the. treasury. He stated the organization
_hss ‘not .purchased .any ‘weapons of any type and there sre
no plans in;the immediate future to:purchase weapons, He
"8aid the organization does not own any wespons of any kind,

fhlthqugh,individual-members~domown-varioqs types ot,huntini
‘shotguns: and rifles, . '

- 46 -
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Green advised the organization has not been
active although several of the menbers -have been meeting
sach Tuesday night at the Masonic Hall in Homer. He szid
there are usually 10 or 12 members in attendance. He
8aid the group is waiting for somecne from the Jonesbore,
Louisiana, Chapter of the Deacons for Defense and Justice
to core to Homer to advise them as to what activity they
are to undertake. He advised that until somecone fron
Jonesboro explains how the organization works, there will
be no activity of the Homer, Louisizna, chapter.

Sheriff R. W. Wasson, Homer, Louisisna, furnished
the following information on ‘August 3, 1965:

He is fazmiliar with the Negroes who make up
the Homer, Louisianz, Chapter of the Desacons for Defense
and Justice, All of the members are long time residents
of that parish and none of them have aﬁ;ggg;%ﬁggg;jﬁg;huuumy
He has no information the organization is gathering fire-
arms., He has not seen any activity from the organization
until this tinme.
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The Los Angeles Times, Los Angeles, California,
dated June 13, 1965, carried a story concerning the Deacons
for Defense and Justice’in which the writer stated that
the Deacons claimed that they had machine guns arnd hand
grenades for use in racial warfare. ERNEST THOMAS, 32, of
Jonesboro, who was described as an official and full-time
organizer for the Deacons, according to this article, told
newsmen that there were 50 to 55 chapters of .the Deacons
in Louisiana, ‘Mississippi, and Alabama, and fund-raising
units were being established in San Francisco, New York,
and other large cities.

This article further stated that at interviews
with members of the Deacons, indications were made that this
group was armed with pistols and rifles, and THOMAS stated,
"We have contacts in Chicago and Houston for automatic
weapons--for .50 caliber and .30 caliber." THOMAS additionally
stated that they had machine guns and hand grenades for use in
racial strife.

Investigations conducted at Chicago and Houston have
not developed any information that would indicate that any
large quantity of weapons has been sold to any individuals
or group in the Jonesboro, Bogalusaz, or New Orleans area of
Louisiana.

B
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COn June 16, 1965, NO T-3 advised that & meeting
of the Fox_and: Wolf Hunt Club 'was held, roit, Michigan
on June 13, 1965, at which time RIC ENRY, President,
indicated that he had recently been in contact with the
"Deacons" at Bogalusa, Louisiana, and had been invited by
the "Deacons" to come to Louisiana. According to NO T-3,
HENRY requested the club and the club membership to
contribute funds to-defray the cost of his trip, however,
he did not indicate. when he contemplated leaving nor was
.&ny decision made by the club regarding defraying the
necessary expenses in this. trip. i)

HENRY suggested that the club should consider
holding a rally sometime during July to raise funds: for
the club and that they could invite representatives from
the "Deacons" from the Louisiana area'as guests and
speakers.“at the affair L10) -

' _ ‘ It ‘is to be noted that .the Fox and Wolf Hunt
' Club is affiliated with the Revolutionary Action Movement
(RAM).. A characterization:of RAM is contained in the
appendix section of, this report.

L]




— - IS

'FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-80) . F!ERAL—BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION'
; Date _August 17, 1965
t\ 3
! "CONEIENTHAT
- CHARLEY LEE WHITE, Financizl Secretary, Deacons A
of Defense and.Justice,.wps interviewed at his. residence b6
"located the| | . p7C

. WHITE stated he did not wish to furnish any
information concerning the Dezcons of Defense and Justice
until he had spokén to some of the other members of the
Deacons of Defense and Justice.

. The following description was obtained through
observation and interview:

Nazme | CrARLEY LEK/NHITE_

Race Negro
Sex éﬁz’ Male

, Date of Birth I | b6
o Height . : 6'-1" ' b7C

¥eight ~ 160 pounds

Eyes Maroon.

- Hair Black.

Employnent Continental Can Company

since November 29, 1961,
as: 2 woodhandler,
Mother LLIE RING WHITRE

On _8/3/65 o _ Jomesboro, Louisisns File # _NO_157-3280

[ Special Agent L, STANLEY HARBESON and
Special Agent CLARK S, MILLER/mrp

Date dictated! 8/3/65

" - 1 - ! o
This document céntains neither recommendations nor conclustons of the FBI. It {s the property of the FBl and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

i




* porsonal and mixed proporty, to 2orrow money, vO issuo, nogotiatc,

%
-

sell and pledgo ovidonces of indebtecdness end to secure same bY
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optod as mombers by a majority oIl tho members of this

corporation present and voting at a re.ilar mooting.

" Board of-Directors ‘consist ting, ol Tivo IZ) mombers of this corpor-

ation 7
P ..

by an amondmont to the article or by-laws of this corporation and

the following shall constitute the first Board of Directors:

1.
. 2.
EN
L.
5,

compensation, powors and duties of the..directors, the timo and
placo and manner of calling, giving notice and of conducting directors
meotings and number of directors which shall congtitute a guorun, -

"shal} bo proscribed by tho by-laws, .

by natural person and shall nave authority to perform thoso acts

which are n&bessary and proper to accomplish the purposes cxpressed

o ;0T RSN
g DIRLCT.RsM ‘

O

ARTICLE Vi, " =

Tho affairs of this cor.oratlion sngll ne managed by a

3

rom the time of incorporaticn until said number is changed

Porcy Lee Bradfor& Pe Do BoxX 95, Jonesbora, Louisiana
fiarnest ”homas P. 3. Dox 92, Jonosboro, Louisiana )
Charlie/Uk;te P. 0. Box 733, Jonosboro, Louisiena
Brw 7-73 - - ' o
“Cosatta Jackson Genoral Delivery, Jonosboro, Loulsiana

Eluo Jacobs . J. Box 124, Jonesovoro, Loulslana

Tho qualification, vorm of office, manney of clection,

LY

ARTICILE VII. "POWeR AND CAPACITYY .

«  This corporation shall have tio capacity to act possossod - -

or impliod in those articles or that may be incidontal thoroto and

shall have all the power, autaurity =ng capacity of a nonprofit
ooy — ~~—orovide’ fl7 g fU?"*pc"“w’ amnges of 1950, -
Pt —Ier — e —— i‘__‘":_,‘ w % 4.
.4-,-,3nall “’g,vo tho powsr and ftS"’m"‘--# S vy ?‘5&‘“ _“Z en e BT I~

LR ST RN ] ety

nroperty 1w trust as provided“bj Yaw, “To” suo and e susd iavuiieT v

corporato namc, to make and usc a corporatc soal, to hold, purchase,

loase,

nortgage, sell and rcceive oy danat;on or othorwise, roal,

'P,E.N.T.'Bk
o1
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dutios of tho oitizon to tho communii, and tho odblligatiun and dutiog
b
of tho community %o the citizen: To Tuirther inscruct, teacn, trainf

and oducato said persons'in tne v..luc of coonomic security and in

swer; to inspire in said gur“ons
‘\,

the offoctive uso of thelr spoenc-nj

LA

a sonse of rospons%bility and tc .ove.op loadorsinipe. _Tn s corpor-
ation has for its furthor purpc.., and is dodicavtec té, tno defonso
of tho civil rights, property rirnts and personal rights of sald ’
pooplo and will ofond sald rigats by any and 51l honorasle and
legal means to tho end Shap Jusi..e - o be odvbt..nad. This corpor-
ation may ostablish chapters anc conduct 1ts business at any placo

x

in this State and elsowhore as permitted by law,

ARTICLE IXi. "DURATIONY

This corporation shall wnjoy corpora-c oxistencoe for a

poriod of ninety-nine (99) years rIrom Gato hercof,

ARTICLE IV, "QEGISTbRED ORrICE"

* The locatipn and post orfico addross of 1ts rogis»ered

off4ice shall Ye: amds Servico Station, {(roar), Boach Spring Road,

Drawer B, Jonesboro, Louisiana.

ow - --
«

ARTICIE V. "i ~uI%TnﬁuD Aeswwo"

The full namos and post office addrcsses of its roglstored

-
» oY

agonts are:

1., Earnost Thomas, ~. 7. 30x 472, .>nesboro, Loulslana.

2. Elmo Jacobs, P. 2. Box 12l;, Joo.:boro, Loulsiana.
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proposition of protocting throuch aty -~d 11 logal means thosc

rigats grantod by.appropriqto i to oL ( .vizens of tho Unitoa

States of America and particularly mombors of minorlity groups and
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LETYPE

FBI WASH DC

FBI SANANTON
URGENT  LAL
SAN ANTONIO  (157-413)

- _

THE COMMITTEE TO ‘AID THE DEACONS - RM

}

FELRRAL BUREAY (F INVESTICATRH
‘ COMHUMCATIONS Secion

RE SAN ANTONIO' AIRTEL AUGUST NINE LAST.
ALLEN Ro HAMILTON: CHIEF OF SECURITY AND TRAFFIC: UNIVERSITY

Mz, Tolee

Mr. Belmont, ___

.Er %'Iohx-.____

Ar. Deloach

i{h CC:SPer.._.
r. Callahan___

Mr. Conrad____

Mr. Fel

Mr. Gal

Mr. Ros } n
Mz, Sd@ %6
Mr. Tav

Mz, Trotte;-____

Tele, Roo

Miss Holm
Miss Gazdy___

‘OF TEXAS: AUSTIN; TEXAS: ADVISED INSTANT -DATE THAT UNIDENTIFIED

INDIVIDUAL 'PLACED A LARGE NUMBER OF PLACARDS AT 'VARIOUS POINTS ON

UNIVERSITY CAMPUS., WHICH PLACARDS READ AS ‘FOLLOWS: QUOTE THE

%

COMMITTEE TO ‘AID THE DEACONS PRESENTS: MARK KLEIN SPEAKING ON:

ARMED SELF DEFENSE: THE NEXT STAGE IN THE NEGRO STRUGGLE.

UNIVERSITY

YMCA: TRURSDAY,. AUGUST NINETEEN; 'EIGHT :P.Mo; ADMISSION FREE. UNQU(?TE

PD IN AUSTIN AWARE oF MEETING.

MATTER BEING FOLLOWED AND

‘BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED- ‘LHM FOLLOHS. /D 7 9('(66 1% /9_

END |

i
WA . URL
N AT
| FB1 MasH. 0 ,/,/oj:) ‘

TUCLR_ P

(MV/GJ REC- 76
(e

gx 105

ALL IaFORMATION CONTAINED" '
HEREIN IS UNCLAS
DATE_,’Z_LZ_Z’_f /B

SIFIED

éﬁ%fé

18 AUG 23 1965
.....i._’_

/Zr%




H e ‘ mw@mpmm Mr. TolsoDmane

Mr. Belmonta—.

oS Enou . e

AUG 20 1365 %é: .g‘:fxpeh?:
TELE:TYFE ;4: Coniad?.:;
Mr. Felt
Mr. Gale,

Mz, Posen e /
Mr ulIiVann—.e/ .
Mr B etarmtsncn
Mr. 1777 SR

FBI WASH DC Tele. ROOM wv.
Miss Holote$ e
Miss Gandy

e vevrermrsemes)

FBI SANANTON | ’ %
12;, PM 8/19/65 .URGENT JEH
J0 DIRECTOR /157-2466/

GROM' SAN ANTONIO /157-413/

THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS. RACIAL MATTER..
: RE SAN ANTONIO TEL TODAY.

MEETING HELD AS SCHEDULED, NO INCIDENTS, 'NO -ARRESTS, LHM FOLLOVS.
END AND ACK PLS.

VA ... JXM e 18 /g,gzé@; /»/’3
FBI VASH DC \ak-\““’ e 23 955 ;

CLRP

y K )(/% [

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED t"/
HEREINIS UNCLASSIFIED: 2 o
DATE_4-42.41 BY P I T

\ W LERT it l
51 Aug 30\?9\}5'

R YO




LK}

FBI,‘“,%

Date: Aug. 20, 1965

(Type in plain text or ¢ode)

{Pnonzy or Method of Mailing)

i et s o " woes Bvn e e M aten G G oo

r.—.*__...__._—h-:c}'——_———
AT

DIRECTOR, FBI.(157-2466)

R ) P
. Belmont e
y Mohr««M’
. ‘Delozch .2
'« Caspérm
. Callahan.......
. Conrad, pme
. Felt,
. Gale
e ROSEN e
. Sullivapfe"1
. Tavel v

s TTOLCT e
Tele. ROOM mumenme
Miss Holmes |
Miss Gandyoma].

s

SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413)

THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS
‘RM

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies of LHM

captxoned malter suitable for dissemination.

lf
;-‘?

Re San Antonio teletype dated 8/19/65.

Copies of the LHM have been disseminated locally to’ O8I,
ONI, 112€ﬂ INTC and two copies to Secret Service. y
<
2 The Special Agent at Austm, Texas, who received the in-
Iorma.t*exrixom HAMILTON as set out in attached LHM, is JAMES C.

At Augiin, Texas

| ’ I8 AUG 24 1365

| Will follow and rcp:rt Ak2 resuits-of the meeting sclmﬂt_x_gd

a,t t! 3 £ t t 1 1 Ny
1e University Y/%CA’ Auc'us /797'# /ic R E Ao §riyes”

. G WicR ﬂO‘JOSURY) 6*?

‘ a Bureau (Egnc 8) AGENCY:
| 6 San Antorio
| JIC:JIMW

®

ACSI ONI OSI;SEC. Sy
BEPT: ISD; ‘9 ’ﬁ ,
,Ql(

'~jt x.

DATE FOR';’v
HOW FORW
BY: >

KENNEDY: . "
' LEADS <37 /5 7=-> 66— Z'F“)
SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 'REC- 52

AN ey uem—

Wadvatods e,

D—— |

ice & co ¢

ALL lrarummm CONTAINED
HEREINIS URCTASSTEIED

DATE 2-£7-52BY_SPLgesfff
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g N 'Ul' ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF .s'rxcn
g FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

T LS San Antonio, Texas

-In Reply, Please Refer to August 20’ 1965

File No.

THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS

'On August 19, 1965, ALLEN R. HAMILTON, .Chief of Security
and Traffic, University of Texas, Austin, Texas, advised a Special Agent of
the FBI at Austin, Texas, ‘that an unidentified individual had placed a large
number of placards at various points on the university.campus some time
‘around 3:00 P, ‘M., Avugust 19, 1965. HAMILTON stated the placards were
removed upon being discovered.

HAMILTON stated the placards ara¢described as 14" x.24" and read

7Jexas
"The Committee to aid the Deacons present: MAWIN‘

-speaking on armed self-defense, the next stage ifi the Negro
-struggle, -University YMCA, Thursday, August 19, 8:00.P.M.,
admission-free."

as follows:

On August 8, 1965, K}.:E\IN‘described "The Deacons'" as an armed
‘Negro self-defense group.™

'HAMILTON stated that the ‘Austin‘Police -Department, -as well as the
Department of Public Safety, have been informed regarding these placards and
the proposed meeting scheduled at the University YMCA, August 19, 1965,
at 8:00 P. M. ‘

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
-of the FBI, itis the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its
.contents are not to be,distribut«e@ outside your agency.

ALL INFORIIATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS'UNCLASSIFIED

:DATEMBYW

»

»!

/5 7-2566- Y1
’ ~ 'ENCLOSURE
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FBI

Date: 8/21’/.655

(Type in plain text or cod?) ’

Ai.rtel Adirmadid
(Pnomy or Me:hod of Mailing)

TO : 'Directox, FBI (157-2466)

%}FROM: SAC, Albany (157-163) RUC
7 s ChEACONS OF DEFENSE AND, JUSTICE

RACIAL MATTERS ALL TNFOR®IATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UHCLASSIFIED

00: New Orleané - . \ .
DATE /75 (éﬂée%%

Re San Antonio airtel to Bureau 8/9/65.

1

Following xnformatlon made available on 8/19/65, by
Mrs. BERNETTA CRONK, Registrar's Oﬁf/gé, Cornell Univerxsity,
Ithaca New York: Ve
//L/’LM/J

, 4/(4 V7065
MARK LEggQ:EIN, born] |, Brooklyn, New York,
registered in the”College of Arts and Sciences in“the Fa11 j§/'

1962, ‘He was admitted from Erasmus Hall High School, Brook
1yn, New York. Residence at that time was | |

[ | Brooklyn, Current address is noted as|
| New Yoxrk. Parxent or guardian is

~identified as JACK KLEIN of Brooklyn, New York. ”
A e R Mg D0 _44&;:1,{(/;0/‘ éf//ﬂ‘é/ % ‘

cc: (:)- Bureau (RM)
3 - San Antonio (Encl.l) (RM)
2 - New Orleans (157-3290) (RM)

<t

4 - Albany :3
Q- Iliﬁlll- E
ReC- 31
A 1 - ‘g’a
PR 21 - 100-19350) EXIOO/ % ‘"7%/6'

S (1 - 100-19317) -
CWR/bsp

(12) ‘ . - ’.4,' }r:

_,fa( ‘f-,f'f/?"t'rfo‘??(‘ ; R d el #/j:‘ f‘i //{? "7/"“” 4’4 L szt

b6

b7cC

Approved: i\‘\
@7 AG ) g th

gﬁxl Agent in Charge




AL 157-163

Records of the Proctor, Cornell University, made
avaxlable on 8/19/65 by LOWELL GEORGE, ‘xeveal MARK KLEIN,
was placed on disciplinary probation on 5/26/65, for the
duration of the academic year by the Committee on Student
Conduct., This action was the xesult of KLEIN's demonstxa- ‘
tion, along with 63 othexr students, on 5/17/65, at Barton
Hall, Cornell University, of the ROTC Presidential Review.
Stated purpose of the demonstration, accoxding to the Proctor,
was to protest the ROIC as an arm of the government for
propagandistic subversion of the free education essential
for the democratic process in the U. S. and as an arm of the
U. S. military policy.

Albany indices show KLEIN is a member of the
"Young Socialist League, Cornell University," and the "Ad
‘Hoc Committee on Viet Nam at Cornell'. Proctor GEORGE char-
actexized the YSL at Coxmell, according to their own published ;
pamphlets, as '"a political group organized around the view- o
point that the problems facing the world will be solved only
through socialism, the transfer of economical and polltical
power to the working class, and in basic opposition to capi-
talism and communism'', GEORGE characterized ‘the Ad Hoc |
Committee as a student group organized in the Spring of 1965,
for the purpose of protesting U, S. intervention in Viet Nam.
They have sponsored demonstrations on and off the campus, and
KLEIN has been active in these demonstrations.

Photo of KLEIN, taken from the University yearbook
is enclosed to assist San Antonio in 1dentxfy1ng this 1ndi-
‘vidual.
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OPHONAL FORM NO. 10

’UNITED STATES : GO NMENT o | ‘ t
“ Memorandum ‘
" 1o : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) pare: 8/23/65

SAC, MOBIIE (157-1017)(RUC)

SUBJECT: '@EACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., aka
RM '
(00: New Orleans)

Reference is made to Bureau airtel, 7/19/65.

Investigation has been conducted in'the Mobile ‘
Division consisting of contact with racial informants and
sources, Negro llaison sources, logical criminal informants
and appropriate law enforcement officials. No information
has been @veloped which would indicate the existence of
any chapter of subject organization in this Division,

Inasmuch as all of the contacts made are negative,
no report 1s being submitted but the negative contacts are N
reflected in the Mobile file,

Mobile Agents have all been alerted to the
possible formation of subject group in this Division and
if any such information is recelved, it will be promptly
brought to the attention of the Bureau and New Orleans,

(2 - Bureau (RM)

2 - New Orleans (157 3290)(RM)
1 -~ Mobile '

JTB:gre

(5) | 4

[

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Re 6
DATE -0 BY&% 7/5 Z—ﬁC_C__%




FDSGL&M 8.22:60) .
FBI
Date:8/14/65

T e

Txansmit the following in

(Type in plaintext-or codel

sz),/ AIRTEL AIR MAIL
A / (Priority)

ey TO: DIRECTOR, (FBI

s
/ 4 / FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-5290)
/ @ R

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE T
RM [

‘Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a ' j’/
letterhead memorandum captioned "EARNEST THOMAS, JONESBORO,
LOUISIANA," Copies of this LIM being furnished to Chicago /]} :
Detroit, and New York for information, /0

and Secret Service, ‘New Orleans.

i

0-17 to— /1/9 tt - |

Cop*v o

;S,_, m (_3

e LA L INFORMATION CONTAINER
W ™ i? HEREIN IS UCLISSIFIED ' |

‘- Bureau (Encl ATE,,,:_,{,:);,SO BY S/
~ Chicago (]§¥397) (Encl. 1) (Info)

Coges of this LHM are being disseminated to ICG /‘

Detroit (165Y-835) (Encl, 1) (Info)
New York 57-927).(Enc1.‘1) ‘(Info)
New Orleans

2 )5 7146l 77

' AGENCY: ‘ACSI, ONI, 0S1;SEC. seu. REC- - 32

DEPT: JSI), GRD, v el |
DATE FORW. .__321 L

o ‘HOW FORW: ‘;[\/“n\).gus 21 1965 ‘
« ' .

o BY: T LAt ( D ‘
N Ql’ ¢ P E -':—""' ~o~‘-yc- ! S—
) ’ e ‘\‘)
| 3eo-fmoo—LHM M
| 808 RB 4,/ 4 %\(‘C&/
: Approve ' { Sent : M Per ,

70 SEP 2 1@%"1 Agent.in Charge



E LasoT R ICATTION ANTHORITY DERIVEL FHLM: be ;\‘
ZBl SUTREATIC DECLAGSIFICATION GULLE

b7C
UN‘:‘JD STATES '‘DEPARTMENT OF ‘STICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
In Reply, Please Refer to .
e B C Lo
‘ M

] . New Orleans, lovisiana
August 14, 1985

. . of..
EARNEST THOMAS = ' .o 8
;JONESBORO, LOUISIANA«S
- ) ' Y 124

The following information has been obtained from
- the .files of the New Orleans. Office in connection with various
civil rights and‘ragial investigations which have been

conducted: e 23?5 d

b7C
. On August 7, 1964, (Earnest
Mae/Thomas, and six children weére evict

hotGsing unit, Jonesboro:Housing\Authority,.Jonesboro, Louisians,
for non-payment of rent.

P e

v
<
3
&
™ On January 1 and 4, 1965, Barnest Thomas was one
‘ 'g of a group of Negro civil rights workers who entored thé
f“ ¥ M & D Restaurant, Jonesboro, requesting service. Tasgy “vera
\j shown to a Separate room with curtains drawn over the windows
» &and a folding-type door closed the area where they, sat from
% the rest of the restaurant. The original prices which were
<< on the menu had been considerably raised and ths Negro group
| ordered and received the food they ordered and paid for it
according to the priced. indicated.

'On January 2 and 4, 1965, Earnest Thonas was with
a ‘group who entered Nomey's Grill, Jonesboro, and was Yefused
in the grill and was refused accommodations in the nmotel.

On January 2, 1965, Thomas and others entered ths
Blue Grill, Jonesboro, ‘and were refused service,

On January 3 and 4, Thomas and 2 group attempted
to obtain tickets to the downstairs area of the Palace
Theater, Jonesboro, but were refused.

L Yo7
. o / | ENQLOSURMéﬁJ

CLASS. & EXTNJY
REASON - FCIM
: DATE OF REVIEW




' BARNEST THOMAS

CONFIBENTIAL

‘On January 4, 1965, Thowas and a group enterasd
Guy's Cafe, Jonesboro, and were refused service in the
absence of the owner who later stated her policy was’ to
serve all customers regardless of race and color, °

On &anuary S, 1965, the Deacons of Defense and’
Justice (DDJ) was reported to be organized and. Earnest .
Thomas was reported to serve this organization as a group

- leader.
| Aoursta el |

On January, 390, 1965, Eatuésti:Thomas ‘was present
at the‘arrest}of'Leefé?ibgrt, Negro, at the Minute Spot,
‘Jonesboro, a Negro cafe in".Jonesboro. Gilbert was arrested
on a charge of displaying a dangerous weapon (shotgun) in
public and -intoxication. Gilbert later plead guilty to this
charge. o ’

, +On February. 21, 1965, Earnest Thomas appeared at:
a meeting of Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) workers and
Negro leaders ‘at Bogalusa, Louisiana, to discuss organization
of the DDJ at Bogalusa. - : ' '

On March 5, 1965, a charter was granted to the DDJ
at Monroe, Louisiana, reflecting Barnest Thomas g vice president:
of this organization, registered agent, and member of the
board of directors.

'On March 11, 1965, Earnest Thomas was arrested

and charged with resisting arrest and threatening a police
officer at Jonesboro, Louisiana. This arrest was occasioned
during a road block imposed on the Negro quarter of Jonesboro
. by the Jackson Parish Sheriff's Office during Negro demonstrations
at Jackson High School, Jonesboro. Thomas was arrested for
attempting to pass the road block and for threatening one of
- tie deputy sheriffs.

On March 20, 1965, Chief Deputy Sheriff Jauwes
Van Beasley advised his office had been aware of the DDJ
organization at Jonesboro for the past six months. He
stated it was noted by members of his office that Bafnest
Thomas accompanied demonstrators and those who marched on
picket lines along with other Negro leaders known to then.

2
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EARNEST THOMAS
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On April 21, 1965, EBaxasst “Yhowas was contact. '« oy
Hayward C. Quarles, Justice of the Peace, Jonesboro, wh -
stated he desired to talk to Thomas and .mentioned the peousi-
bility of a subpoena. Thomas agreed to meet Quarles at
City Hall after refusing to meet him at his office or the

‘sheriff's office. Thomas advised he went alone to this

meeting and was surprised to find that Quarles had Mayor
L. O. Tate, Sheriff Newt T. lLoe, and Chief of Police Adrian G.

-.Peevy sat in on the meeting, although Quarles was the principal:

spokesman. Thomas related a general discussion of the racial
situation in Jonesboro was had, and he was cautioned by

‘Quarles against the patrols by members of DDJ in the Negro

section and against any preparation to defend with weapouns

in Negroes' homes against attack or invasion from outsiders.

Thomas. informed he told the Justice of the Peace, Mayor,
Sheriff, and Chief of Police that there had been armed
patrols in the  Negro section :and they were necessary becayse

* of ‘failure of ‘law:enforcement to ‘keep klan-parade and cross
Jburnings. out of the Negro" section and because of a lack of '
confidence .in law enforcement by the Negroes. He said he

pointed out in July, 1964, the Jonesboro Police Department
led the klan parade through the Negro section of Jone sboro
and ‘the Sheriff's Office led the klan parade through the
Negro section of the neighboring town of Hodge. He saild

the Sheriff had claimed he was unable to control the large
number of klansmen and prevent the parade through the Negro
gsection, and Thomas replied to hinm that it was for that
reason that the Negroes found it necessary to arm themselves
and help prevent that type of invasion from the klan-type
groups.

Thomas claimed the DDJ was never meant to he anything
other than defensive to prevent klan groups and othors from
invading the Negro section and perpotrating lawlezsness on the
Negroes. He said their weapons were of the typs nost coummonly
wed in homes in the area.
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On July 2, 1965, according to the newspaper Stutag-
Item of New Orleans, Louisiana, on that date, Earnest Thoxas
was ‘a speaker at fthe annual convention of CORE at Durhs,

North Carolina, gnd that Thomas.yas:one, of, the sp P70
along with JamesFarner, Qn“etgyx}”a"Bl‘ao'ck'*‘mf,é'l-iﬁg}l"géggﬁ—h—w’ . :

from Durham, -and -Bayarg/Rustin. f'Néw York City who organized ,
he civil rights marcH on Washington in 1963, It was reported
that Thomas in his speech attacked the idea of non-vidlence.

He said the Deacons was created to inform the klan that
Negroes on the whole .are not non-violent. Thomas was supported
in this attitude by another speaker; Dr. Lonnie X, a Black

Huslin minister of Washington, D,C,, who also spoke, saying

"It is better to spend 30 seconds in the glory of manhood

than a 1,000 years in the news." .

A characterization of the Hation of Islam is attached
hereto in the appendix section.

On July 15, 1965, information was received that one
Earnest (Last Name Unknown) who is vice president of DDJ in
-Bogalusa, Louisiana, on July 9, 1965, wasin New York City
/ﬂat the Hotel Theresa and was reported to be trying to talk
to various militant organizations and to gain support for the
'DDJ in Louisiana. A white male and a white female often
accompanied Earnest.

On August 12, 1965, Mrs. Edna Zuber, Credit Bureau
Ot Jonesboro, advised her files reflected that’ Earnest Thomas
has a credit record since 1961 and that Thonas has two judguments
entered in July of 1961 in the amounts of $2,458,80 and .
$155.09 and that he has an unsatisfactory account at a
-grocery store, owing a ‘balance of $50. He is self-enployed
as a bricklayer, is wife is Eva Mae and in 1961 he was

27 years of age. ;
? Gt Uie e

. )& ~ o
On July, 28, 1965, the Chicago Offibd“ﬁﬁZfﬁPvFBI
advised that ‘Stantford, one of the-leaders of thg Revolutionary
Action Movement” (RAM), a’characterization of .which is -attached - °
in the appendix section, mentioned in a letter as follows: \ ‘

: "Get anybody and' everybody to gend b
R other money order to Earnest Thombs, s
* Louisiana. The brothers need bread,'" " It was further adviged .

that "at a meeting June 6, 1965, of he .Fox, and-Wolgf Hunt Club ..

(FWHC) in .the office ot Richard Bs enry, 13341 Livernois,

- Detroit, Michigan, Henry showed “neyspaper clipping Qf the )
Sunday edition of the Detyrod \anzzpres datelined Bogalush,égiim

! /((” "; /
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EARNEST THOUAS
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Louisiana, referring to the DDJ/and relating that Earnest p7c
Thomas of Jonesbcro, Louisiana, [ |, the vice presideni

and full-time organizer of the DDJ said that the organization
had 50 to 55 chapters in various stages of organization in
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama. The article stated that ,
Thomas declined to discuss the number of members injfthe « - '/
organization, but outsiders have guests frg §3999ﬂ§o“1§;§6§éd
The newspaper continied that Thomas visite 3§n-Boga usa ’2?‘
Louisiana, Friday, in.the wake of the murder of O'Ne Moore,
one of Washington Parish's first Negro ty sheriffs.
- He was interviewed in“the home of RoberpZHicks, a Bogalusa
_Negro leader, whose home has become heddquarters of the
Bogalusa Civil Rights movement. The article noted that
Richard Haley of New Orleans, Southern Director for CORE,
participated in the interview and noted that CORE and the DDJ
.are on friendly terms. The article noted that Haley stated
CORE discovered that its members in Jonesboro were safer

with the DDJ around. It related that Thomas hopes to standardize
weapons to effect further savings. He prefters the .30 Army
carbine and .30 Army pistols, and noted that some nenmbers
have .30 carbine that fire rounds like a machine gun, although
nost members now use shotguns. The article stated that Thomas
and Haley stated great concern that the DDJ may be painted

as progressive and trigger happy, Thomas said they were
organized strictly for defense and- they were highly disci-
plined and that one of their main purposes is to protect

civil rights workers and volunteers participating in civil
rights activities. He noted a person knowingly exposes himsolf
to violence when he walks a picket line (&)

"Richard Henry suggested t£ nenbers of the FWHC
go to Louisiana to see what the DDJ is all about and sald
'he would try to contact Percy Lee Bradford or Barnest Thoumas
of the DDJ by te‘1ephone.§Q m .
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The following descripti.n of Thomas was obtairca
by personal observation and interview:

Race
Sex
‘Birth data

Height

Weight .

Eyes

Hair

Scars and marks

Marital status

‘Residence

Negro
Male

| at
Jonesboro, Louisiana b6
5t 11" : b7C
211 pounds
Brown
Black
3" scar above left side of
mouth; %" scar on leit nostril
Married, wite -~ Eva Mae Thomas,
7 children -
General Delivery, Jonesboro,

Louisiana

Social Security No. | |

. Employnment
Education

Military service

Discharge

Self-enployed brick mason

. 11th grade at Jackson High

School, Jonesboro, Loulsiana

U. 8. Alr . Alr
Force No. Undesirable

1
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"APPENDIX
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T

'NATION' OF ISLAM, formerly co AL (U
referred to as the Muslim

Cult of Islam, .also known as
Muhammad's Temples of Islam

NATION OF ISLAM

- In January, 1957, a source advised Elijah Muhammad
has described his organization on a nationwide basis as the
' "Nation of Islam" (NOI) and "Muhammad's Temples of Islam",

. On May 8, 1964, a second source advised Elijah
Muhammad is the national leader of the NOI;, Muhammad's Temple
‘of Islam No. 2, 5335 South.Greenwood Avenue, Chicago, .Illinois,
is the national headquarters of the NOI; and in mid-1960,
Muhammid and other NOI officilas, when referring to Muhammad's
organization on a nationwide basis, commenced using either
"Mosque" or "Temple" when mentioning one of 'Muhammad's Temples
of Islam," : A

, The NOI is an all-Negro organization which was
originally organized in 1930-in Detroit, Michigan. Muhammad
clains to have been.selected by Allah, the Supreme Being,
to lead the so-called Negro race out of salvery in the wilderness
of Noxth America by establishing an independent black .nation. in

the United States. Members following Muhammad's teachings.and.

his interpretation of the "Koran" believe there is no such thing
as .a'Negro; that.the so-called Negroes are slaves ‘of the white,
race, .referred to as "white dévils," in the United States; and.

- that the white race, becaude of its exploitation of the so-called

Negroes, must and will bé destroyed in- the apprecaching "War of

Armageddon, " e

; In the past, officials and members of the NOI,
including Muhammad, have refused to register under the provisions
of the Selective Service Acts and have declared that nembers
owe no allegiance to the .United States. ,

APPENDIX
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On May 5, 1958, the first source advised Muhammad
had, upon advice of legal counsel, tempered his personal
statements and instructions to. his ministers concerning the
principles of his organization in. order 'to avoid possible
prosecution by the United States Government; however, he did
not indicate any fundamental changes in the teachings of his
organization, .

‘On May 7, 1964, -a third source advised Muhammad
had, early in July, 1958, decided to de-emphasize the religious
aspects of the teachings of XIslam and to streas the economic
benefits to be derived by those Negroes who. Jjoined the NOI,
This policy change, according to Muhammad, would help him
acquire additional followers and create more interest in his
programs.,

APPENDIX
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UNITED STATES!DEPARTMENT OFJUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Pleass Refer to ; :
File No. San Antonio, Texas

‘August 20, 1965

]

- The- Committee to Aid the Deacons,

¢ | | L
X Lieutenant BERT GERDING, Austin Police Department,

' CID, advised the scheduled méeting of the Committee to Ald" "~
the Deacons was begun at 8:p.m, at the University YMCA, Austin,
Texas, on August 19, 1965, ‘with approximately ‘thirty people " '
present., This group was predominately white and only one
Negro %1r1 who-1s a sth@ent at 'the .University of Texas was »
present, o o

~~ 9

4 .Zégéﬁiiﬁxlﬂ; %émber of the Students for a Democratic
~ Society, 1ntro<}uc9‘d MARKXKLEIN as program ‘speaker., . 9// 7"6)(«9 ¢

o

\ | 1
. | . P . §

, From 8 p.,m, to approximately 9 p.m. KLEIN voiced
Communistic propaganda and réad from numerous books their
contents all favorable to Communism, KLEIN also 'advocated
that Negroes should all arm themselves.and organize lnto,
‘groups who could 'then 'protect themselves against the Ku Klux
Klan, racists, and law enforcement officers who attack

»‘\,g "1\"1 _peaceful demonstrations, .
10” | KLEIN specfically recommended that each Negro in

addition to having the necessary firearms to defend his home,
should have a loaded rifle and pistol in his car at all times.
| and be ready "to defend the Negroes.,”

Following KLEIN's address, approximately one hour
question and answer -period followed, During this time, KLEIN
was "hard put" to Justify his position that armed deacons.for
i defense and Justice would not lead to positive open clashds
| between whites and Negroes. During this session, KLEIN -
defined his personal position . as a "revolutionapy socialist.”
| The meeting was adjourned just prior to 10 p.m.. ‘
in order that KLEIN'could watch the 10 p.m., TV news and"

‘determine if the meeting was on local television,

There were no incidents and no arrests were made,

* ALL INFORIATION CONTANEDsoessry or s s L5777 =2 66— 4 §
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED s docerment contains ncither
DATE 'Z_, lZ. S@) BYM_?%@; FBL It is the property of the

"Bl and is loaned to your agency; it
and its contents are not to be
distributcd outside your agency.

a
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The Committee to Aid, the Deagons

t
'

~ Texas Department of Public Safety Intelligence
Officer OTIS KLAR advised’that in addition ‘to PAUL . PIPKIN
there were. four other members of the Students foreDemocratic
Society present. AR ; -li(§
: E, Director oﬁ_student Activities
. udent Life, University.of.Texas; 'informe
the'Comm ’ee to Aid ‘the-Deacons.was not -an approved University

=of Tean'campus organization.

- in 96/

. Mr, Eb(a_c ,_Dean of Student Life Office,, who 1s ',
rge "of campus :orgdnizations, Un versity of Texas,.AnﬁﬁLni.
Texa8, on November 2, 196# advised: ™’ . :

-——-—-‘

i

». - ,Students’ for a Democratic Society is .an approved

organization of .the:University of Texas campus. He .described

it as "a. politiqal study and-petion organization, The

purpose of' the’ organization is to work toward a -more democratic
soclety." He descridbed it as "an- educational and social action
organization that seeks to promote the active participation

of students’toward construction of 'a social order that. is ‘free
from poverty, ignorance, war, exploitations, and inhumanity of
manato many poee

Mr. "PRICE- stated . membership’is open to students,

:faculty, and others who :share the commitnients. of the organization

to democracy as a -means and as a social goal.

v ‘
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T0: DIRECTOR, 'FBI ; 4' —)
FROM: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413) /

Transmitted herewith are eight coples of LHM‘ ~
reflecting results of the meeting held at Austin, Texas,S
at 8 p.m. on 8/19/65 at ‘the University YMCA, Austin, Texas.

One copy each is being disseminated locally to
0SI, ONI, 112th INTC, and two to Secret Service.
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Via AIRTEL
" (Priority)
B e
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) ' j:;‘l,,‘;. J
3

FROM:  SAC, Jackson (157-3465) (p)i"’ Y

SUBJECT: DEACDNS.OE.DEEENSE
AND. JUSTICE#%ka
RACIAL MATTERS

* ‘Re report of SA MAURICE A, KELLIHER dated
8/17/65 at New Orleans.

Enclosed for the Bureau. are eight copies of
-andLHM and for New Orleans are two copies of same., One
copy -each is being sent to INTC, OSI, ONI, and Secret
Service. .MHSP will also be advised of the developments y
in dis matter,

|, irst source, and
| , second source, .were interviewed by SA JAMES O.
INGRAM on 8/24/65. i
LEADS:
Qs
'NEW ORLEANS DIVISION @0 CLASS. & E

@- Bureau '(157-2466) (Enc 8) (RM) DATE OF REVI
2 - New Orleans (157-3290) (Enc 2) (RM) ALT vmegmag
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ﬁ - @{ m REG 47) OTHERWISE

o {8 e (ST g 49

JOL/gjm y apncys ACS ONI, OSI{SEC. ERR; . |
(10) : o TRY
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IN 157-3465

At Bogalusa, Louisiana

Will determine through sources if representatives
of Deacons of Defense and Justice will travel to Jackson |
to .assist in organizing a chapter. Determine identity
and background of individuals who will assist in organi-
zation, Will attempt if possible to determine -if HUNTER
MOREY handled arrangements and if he inquired as to how
to form corporation in State of stsissn.ppl.@(ﬂ ) s

At Jonesbaro, Louisiana

Will handle lead as set forth under Bogalusa,

JACKSON DIVISION

At Jackson, Mississippi

Will maintain contact with sources to obtain
background concerning organization of Mississippi chapter.
Will attempt to identify all participants and activities
as we11 as arms acquéred,
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UNITED. STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
7 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
~ Jackson, Mississippi
In Reply, Please Refer 10 | August 25, 1965
CONFIBENTIAL (1
RE: DEACONS. OF DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE, INC.
RACIAL MATTERS
A source who has furnished reliable informa=-
tion in the past advised on August 24, 1965, a meeting
'was held on the morning of August 24, 1965, at the ‘Stevens
Kitchen, a restaurant located at, 604 Nort:h Farish Street,
Jackson, Mississippi. The source explained Stevens
Kitchen is a popular eating establishment frequented by
civil rights workers. At the meeting were the following
individuals; : ’ ' . b6
' ‘ ‘ b7C
‘HuntexfMorey, white, male, age |1—_|, Legal -
Coordinator, Mississipp,:.,Ex:eedom.Democrat c-Party;
APPRO
Cephaus’ Hughes, Negro, male, age:|; B X, —
- B. APPROX,
Rober "Bolton, 'Negrq male, age about |:| -
ROX,

King Estus ‘Knight:, Negro, male, about D% APPROX.
' b6
1) Reverend (first name unknown) Harris, Negro, ¢

L 3]

g B

Mrs. Emma”Sanders, Negro, female, age abo%‘f:" :

A2 —————"
‘Bifr’m Negro, male, age about [JB: APPROX. | |
APPRO
Sand@ white, female, in early ﬂ?—}i

male, in early

CLASS. & EXT. BY
REASON - FCIM 117 1-3K
DATE OF REVIEY

Braxtgx%?ﬂé, Negro, male, age about I:I.% APPROX,

: of the above are _working for the Mississippi
Freedom Dembcratic Party. M )

N
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[ |
The source advxsed ;iggggnjﬁiié;:individuals

arrived at Stevens chen, but they did not stay for
‘the entire meeting. (0]

Morey advised the group the local civil rights
workers could not handle the situation and they needed
protection. Mrs. Sanders and Ware also stated they
needed @ strong.organization to protect their basic )
rights .Mwa .

The source determined that Morey mentioned they
'could have the Deacons of Defense and Justice from
Louisiana to come ‘to Jackson:and assist them in organiw
'zing a unit. The group present generally agreed with
this view. The source learned that the group present
wanted: to have thirty trained men from Hinds. County,
Jackson, to organize and receive training from representa-
tives of .the Deacons from lLouisiana., It was pointed out
the men would arm themselves and they must be ''good shots."
They would attempt to. keep the organization secret so
as not to attract any publicity until such time it was
necessary to protect individuals or their organizations

] The source learned the Negro element is very
| upset over -the shooting of Reverend Donald Thompson, a
white minister at Jackson who was shot on August 22,
[1965, and they intend to retalilate in the future. 'No
further information was obtained in this regard%@kz

Morey went to the Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party Headquarters, 507% North Farish, to telephonically
contact a Deacon in Bogalusa, Louisiana, but Jessie ee,
who was in charge of .the office on August 24, 19
refused to let Morey use the phone to call Bogalusa.
She stated the officers of the Mississippl Freedom
Democratic Party had not been consulted and she did not
want others to' feel the Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party was endorsing theigroup s ‘actions. The source§§<?im

CONEtpENTIAL "




advised Mrs, Sanders then made available money for the
phone call and Morey called Bogalusa.on the morning of
August 24, 1965. He was: then referred to an individual

in another city and source believes .the city was Jonesboro,
Louisiana, @{yﬁm

Morey later advised the .group arrangements had
been made for representatives of the Deacons of Defense
and Justice to come to Jackson to talk to the group at
the Masonic Temple located on Lynch Street, Jackson, on
Sunday, August 29, 1965. The representative would exe
plain how 'to set up a chapter in Mississippi and explain
how they would protect themselves. 'This meeting will
not be opened ‘to the general public.égﬁriu ,
| /

. Lg second source, who has furnished reliabl
information in the past,. advised on August 24, 1965,) B
he had determined a meeting was -held at Stevens Kitchen
on North Farish Street, Jackson, on August 24, 1965,
and a discussion was held regarding the forming of a
chapter of the Deacons of Defensé and Justice in the
State of Mississippi. He could furnish no additional
information. (v )

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its
contents are not to be distributed outside your
agency.
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TO DIRECTOR 157-2466 {

FROM SAN ANTONIO 157 413 . %ﬁ%o
THE-COMMITTEE *rd AID THE DEACONS. RM. .
’%( LIEUTENANT BERT GERDING, ausTIY, n:ms, POLICE / |

‘DEPARTMENT, CID, ADVISED THE ABOVE COMMITTEE WILL MEET
AT EIGHT P.M., AUGUST TWENTY-FIVE AT, THE COMMUNITY

CENTER, ONE ONE NINE 'TWO0 ANGELINA STREET, LOCATED IN THE
MARK KLEIN WILL SPEAK ON

NEGRO SECTION OF AUSTIN, TEXAS.
' " THE TRUTH ABOUT THE DEACONS™. 'RESULTS OF THIS MEETING WILL /Q/

. BE FURNISHED THE-BUREAU.
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Date: 8/27/65

Transmit the following in. W‘ .L--———-—-—-—1'
(Type'in plain' tekt oresde)

Via — _AIRTEL AIRMATT.

“(Priority)
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TO: DIRECTOR, ‘FBL (157-2466)

—— o -

~ T p———

FROM: SAC; JACKSON (157-3465) (P)

-

aka

C ) { Obracons or pErENsE AND JUSTICE mc.,
| RACTAL MATTERS

ReJNairtel 8/25/65.(Y/

| | (protect) .advised b6
SA JAMES 0, - INGRAM on- 8/26/65, that a decision was made :3;

this date to telephonically contact Deacons ‘at Bogalusa,

La. PSI telephonically contacted residence of CHARLES
SIMS, | | and talked with. SIMS' wife. Wife stated
‘SIMS will travel .to Jackson for Sundays meeting. He was
told to contact ROY BURRIS,[ ] BURRIS' wife advial
BURRIS owns Roy's Barber.Shop, Bogaluga.and 'he and SIMS
both plan to be in.Jackson 8/29/65.(8/ i

[PSI deteminedjsms allegedly president andtﬁé{~~ i
BURRIS, vice-president of chapter at Bogalusa.

Source advised ALVIN J., BRONSTEIN, attorney,
Lawyer's Constitutional Defense.Committee, Jackson, is being
consulted concerning legality of -chapter in‘Missfg{\ )

(3-Bumu (RM) ?féﬁggn & EXT. BY,
- - o - FCIM » 7 4.
2-New Orleans (157-3290) (RM) DATE OF REVIEW/ 5+ 2. A
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! (8): ‘ |G '! ‘REC-'501 .
} MDY S .\ : rg-—e—AlG 30 1365 L
s _ Mot/ s —
| A;;%oved 7 Sent =S Per )

" pecial Agent in Charge A
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JIN 157-3465

| .
LEAD C0 TIAL

NEW_ORLEANS DIVISION

AT BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA, AND JONESBORO, LOUISIANA

Will withhold contact with sources of Deacons
of Defense and Justice until advised by Jackson to protect
Jackson source, in view of fact he is one of the planning
committee. () )
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ﬂDgfenserSteps Explained by
i Negroes From Louisiana

P , By ROY REED
: Special to The New York 'glmel
JACKSON, Miss, Aug.
Qeversl soembera of the Dex
cons for Defense and Justice:
today 19
tell Mississippl . Negroes and
¢ivil rights workers how to or<
ganize for defense against
white terrorism.
‘4 The Deacons came in response

DEACONS COUNSEL

gi 2 buildup of racial tencion
Mississippi. Several acts of
violence have occurred duridg
the last week, Y
The Mississippi  Freedomy
Temocratic party, which is mil<
jtantly pro-civil rights and pre<
dominantly Negro, sponsored ;3
forum in Jackson this afternoon
for dissemination of information
ton the Deacons. The Deaconsg

eague formed Jast year In Lou
iistana to protect Negtoeg.
fagainst marauding and hara
fsing whités, Loulsiana has seve
le chapters. '

, The Rev. E4 King, 2 teacher
tat ‘predominantly Negro Tou-
fgaloo College at Jackson and
ia member of the ¢xecutive come.|

fmittee of the Mississippl Free-i

om  Democratic party, said
party was not taking |

t

s‘tfm: on the Deacons but wis
siriply providing an opportunity
people to learn more about‘

ALL RFORIATION CONTAINED

fare a loosely organized defense,

r

Bogalusa Delegationa

Mississippi Negroes are “ver)y
interested” in the :Deacons 2
the moment, he said,

Charles Sims, the president
of the Deacons at Bogalula
d a delegation of 10 fromy
tt_xat recently embattled town to
discuss organized defense at
the Jackson meeting.

Mr. Sims walked into the
Negro Masonic Hall on Lynch
Street with his coat on his arm,
r deference to the 99-degree.
weather, and was ted

egro civil rights leaders.
o0 e
fcons  me egroes 2
:Natchez 'today,

sNegroes there have bedn].
@angry and edgy since 3 bomb
exploded in the car of George
[Metealfe, president of the Nat.
¢hez branch of the "Nationall:
Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People on Fri-
| day and injured him seriously.
] Young Negroes have gath.
jéred on the streets the last two
inights and shouted threats at
passing white motorists, A few
{cars, fncluding police cars, hxve
theen tiut by ‘bricks, bottles asd

1 YN

0¢S,
egrocs blamé the Xu Klux
Klan for most of the violenee
at Natchez and elsewhere o
Misstssippi, !

+ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE -/2-5/ BY.

\

0gs

4.
/57 =246 6=

NOT RECORDED
167 sgs 2 1965

A-ﬂ'/

gree
frarmly by several white #id

ey

7 ) Tolson

[ " Evers War\ghlan ‘Belmont
'.ég;harles ~Er;1tears‘ of i”’ka : Moht

state  sec 0

NAACE, who burred td DeLoach

Natchez and helped prevent an Casper

antiwhite outbreak after Callahan

mbmg. sam toda.y: ————
I want to say this to the Eu Conrad -

‘ Klux Klan: Stay out of the Felt

Negro .section at night. We' :

going to protect ourselves.” Gale.

‘| He bad warned earlier that Rosen

Negroes were armed heavily a :

‘ I\{atchi;m and 'wex;e ;@dyha Sullivan e
start 2 guns to T
assment acnd..te'rx-ortsm..o'p Tavel

N o s | Lrotter

onviolen inating ‘

mittee said at Jackson tha Tele Room
 Deacons ‘were meeting Holmes
with Negroes in at Jeast iwo Gand )
lother Mississippi towns, Gréen ancy ve

ville, 150 miles up the M
sippi River from Natcthez, a
Columbia, in the south-central
part of the state,

W The week of violence and texy
sion began last Sunday nigh
when the Rev. Donald
« lson, 2 white Unitarian ninist
i {who has been active In of
frights work, was gunned

and sertousl by

‘ y wounded
shotgun taig.«“a.cl‘: outside
apartmen $e.

Mr. Thompson was shot two
days after 2 shotgun attack '
:Lowndes County, Ala., killed a!
iwhite Episcopal seminaria
‘eritically wounded a
‘Roman “Catholic . priest.

v A group of religious leade:

_fn

>
:
g
&
8
2
%

rosses were burned earlier i
{‘ne eveni 3

Miss. He said gunfire had
yeported néar a house wher
jvil rights yorkers were stay

A«g! -

The Washington Post dnd amemvem
Times Herald
The Washington Daily News emmen.
The Evening StUl e
New York Herald Tribune me—
New York JournaleAnReriCon memmmms
New York Daitly News .
New York Post
“The New York Times LE e
The Baltimore Sun
“The Worker
The New Leader. .
The Wall Street JOurndl mmmmmmume
The National ObServer mamammmms
People’s World

o
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ELLaSSI P ICATION BUTHORITY DERIVEI FRESE
FRI AUTCHATIE DECIBSSTRTCAT

DETE Oa-21-2018 BY: ©4559324%8 . .
) g - 1

8/27/85

N ' .
. M'@wn. Donohue

¢ ' airtel | N ‘\ . 1 = Mr, Bates
| \

] ‘ | :
0 B ti
t j M ) | PATE

ol to the liroui«l/ﬁ'/cs ‘and Bureau telephone call LR,

RoNY4
to Kow Yerk 8/27/6 B m i

Awthority graated to pay | tor .
expenses actually imcurred in connection with travel to Jomesboro,
Louisians, and Detroit, Michigan. An itemized list of expenses
incurred sheuld be obtained from the informant and if oxpouqcr?ro

b7D
b7E

less than [, the dalance is to he returned to the Purenu, -
| @_ 157-24€6 (Deacons of Defense and Justice) ' 0 e
, ~ 100-442684 (Revolutionary Action Movement) | R i
1 - 157-3022 (Organization for Black Power) | P78
1 ~ K. F. Row (Room 6221 IB) - |
NOTE: , o

Informant has been requested to drive Revolutionary Action
¥ovement leaders to Jonesboro, lLouisiana, for conference with a leader
of the Deacons of Defence and Justice.  Sourcoe also plans to drive

Revolutionary Action Movement ‘1leaders- to Detroit to attend a ‘meoting
‘'0f Organization for Black Power, Referenced NYtel requested sum of

\‘
b O

/

be advanced the informant for expenses and that New York be advised

in time for informant to be paid by 12 noon, 8/27/65, Section Chief

F.J. Baumgardner telephonically conticted Special Agent in Charge b=
D. E. Romey of the New Yor ce on 8/27/65 and authorized
informant to ‘be paid up to Jor expenses actually incurred

4n.tdnnection with his travel -,
RFB:deh .
@ |
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o 7 . OPHONAL FORM NO. 10
+ 5010104

ODEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTERS al

) (0OO: NEW ORLEANS)
; / Lo

Re Bureau airtel, 7/19/65.&})

Informants and sources of the Charlotte Office
contacted concerning captioned organization have advised

they have no information relative to the Deacons of

Defense and Justice or indicating that any chaptersiof
this organization have been or are being formed.

The Bureau and New Orleans will be promptly
advised upon receipt of any pertinent information con-
cerﬁ)gg captioned organization.
@™
a -
\D @-’-Bureau C’ri‘n) ALL IiFO

r1ATION CONTAINED
2 - New Orleans () HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
1 - Charlotte

CFW:jns
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UNITED STATES GO?NMENT - ~’.
Memorandum |
TO DIRECTOR, FBI( i$9.2466) DATE: :8/27/65:
&x&/ SAC, -CHARLOTTE (157-8slz) (RUC)
SUBJECT:
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Transmit the following in v ; Cn 1',‘ r Sallivan &= «
(Type in plaintext or code) g,ﬁ‘( r, Tavel ..
, 3[ PR TE R 15 S
Via AIRTEL ! T;lt‘. l%mr:i_*__,,,_
" (Priority) i sy Hoi 08
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TO: '‘DIRECTOR, FBI ‘gb 1=
FROM: ‘SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413) f\‘p 3
O |
RE: THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS "W

4 Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are .eight copies
of LHM on captioned matter suitable for dissemination.
Copies of the LHM have been disseminated locally to OSI,

'ONI, 112th INTC, and two copies to Secret Service.

~$\\\from Lt.

KENNEDY.

The Special Agent who received the information
BERT GERIING as set out in attached LHM is JAMES C.

\

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
> HEREIN'IS UNCLASSIFIED
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- San antoni%, Yexas
August 26 1965

RE: THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS.

'On August 25, 1965, Lieutenant BERT GERDING, Austin,

' -Police Department CID, advised a. Special Agent of the FBI .
.at.Austin, Texas, that a meeting would be held .by the Committee

‘to Aid the .Deacons beginning at 8 p.m. on August 25, 1965.

l This meeting is to be held at the. Community Center
located 1192 Angelina Street, which is located:-in the Negro
section of East Austin), Texas. -

» s "
L

The listed speaker for this meeting is MARK;KLEIN

-and -his topic will be "The Truth About the. Deacons!.

On August 8, 1965, KLEIN described: the "Deacons"

2B an saroed. Negro self defense group.

On August 26 1965, ‘Lieutenant BERT GERDING,

,‘Anstin Police Department CID, adviSpd ‘a- Special Agent of.

‘the FBI ‘at Austin, Texas, that the above Committee to7Aid
the Deacons met at -8 p.m., August 25, 1965, at the

JCommunity Center, 1192 Angelina Street Austin, ‘Texas.

This address is in east Austin and in the ‘Negro
section of Austin, Texas.

Ve There were sixteen people in atteﬂgance, nine of
which: were: Negro and seven. whites

MAhK KLEIN was the speaker at this meeting. and

, ‘his publicized: speech: as: reflected by more than 2,000

circulars distributed: throughout Austin, Texas, onaAugust 25,
1965, advertising this meeting was- "The Truth About the
Deacons"

ALL INFORMATION-CNTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE_7 -s2- 5 BY
, FNCLOSURE

/$7-24tC_5 3

o~
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THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS

P

KLEIN practically repeated the same discussion he
'had ‘previously given at the University YMCA on the night of
-August 19, 1965, KLEIN again advocated the Communist party
1ine, read excerpts from various pamphlets .and boqks, all of
which were favorable to Coummunism. KLEIN again urged all
) Negroes to organize into.groups and to arm themselves for
A their "own protection.”

The neesting adjourned shortly before 10 p.m.
without incident. -
\ KLEIN voiced ‘his disappointment at the small turnout
in view of the ,publicity this meeting had been given.

4 | The August 8, 1865, issue of the San ARtonio
Light, & daily newspaper in San Antopnio Texas,
carried .an article stating that MA IN,
Cornell University student, is resgggg;p;g_xg___
the fo n_of the Comnmittee to_Ald_the Deacons,
the purpose of which 15 Yo 21d '"the Deacons for

defense and justice." KLEIN described the '"Deacons"
as "an armed Regro self defense group."

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not-to be-
distributed ocutside your agency.
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(ﬂ 0>37 TO : DIRECTOR, FBI
)
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APPEARANCE OF ROBERT HICKS,
VICE-PRESIDENT, BOGALUSA (LA.)

EACONS F STICE

}

ED BY GROUP ON ADVANCED o 0 RV g
' LEADERSHIP (GOAL), 8/22/65,  .-~wR(PR} .- , / ‘L‘/'V,
DETROIT, MICH, - R Y]
AT RACIAL MATTERS R A ¢ A% 2
) N [ . ' e #
- cL e p e i )

~ Remyairtel with LHM dated 8/12/65, .= L/< P

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a letterhég??g
memorandum. Two copies of the LHM are being furnishe
the New Orleans Office.

One copy of LHM being furnished G-2 and two copies being
furnished U.S. Secret Service, both Detroit, Mich.

So&rce utilized in LHM is .Cﬁ<2¢Uj b7D

Detroit PD and Michigan State Police have been apprised
of contents of the LHM,

LHM being classified "Comfidential" since data furnished
by the source utilized could reasonably result in the ,
identification of a confidential informant of continuing /AV
value and compromise effectiveness thercof.

o
(g;L Bureau (Enc.(s) 2) , ’ o
- New Orleans (Enc. - .oy 3
3 - Detroit REC ! /5 /’ Z) -__:ﬁ(j é e
1l - 157-706 (POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE) / ,
1 - U’) 14 AUG 20 1959, b3
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UNITEC@ACATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSIE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Detroit, Michigan
August .24, 1965

‘Re: Appearance of Rober icks,. Vice=- ,
Bogalusa (Louisiana) Deacons for Defense.__. = -
and Justice Sponsored. by -Group _on Advanced '
Uéadersﬁi (GOAL) Au§ﬁ§t 22,.193
Detroit, Michigan' 7.

: T

On August 23, 1965, a source, who'has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised ‘that on August 22,°
1965, beginning at approximately 3:00 PM, a freedom dinner
for the Deacons of Bogalusa, Louisiana, was held. at 4472 T
Chene Street, Detroit, "‘Michigan. SOurce advised that '
ﬁﬁ*’approximately/SOO individuals were present at this affair
¢ and- admission was: by ticket at a cost of $3.00 each,

Coa

According to the source, Henr§>&tng, who was .
+an-official in the GOAL when it was 'in existence, sgrved . ‘( HlAu‘
as the Master of Ceremonies.%wﬂe introduced Richa nry, '~———-
who was ‘the president of GOAL, and Henry ‘delivered the :
first speech. ‘Henry talked of GOAL as having been strictly .
an all Negro organization except for a few Caucasians who .
‘happened to be married to Negroes. He said' the Negroes -
struggle for freedom.must continue and surnised that there
would be other outbreaks of violence like the one which
had earlier occurred in Watts, California. Henry said
the United States of America is militarily powerful,. . '
‘nevertheless, Negroes will have to-fight periodically .
even though they cannot win against the government's might.

-
-
Y

C?Y. He said that violence at times was the only way of letting

Q‘U "Mr. Charlie' know that the black people were tired of
i §§ being pushed around. \

RN ( As Henry was speaking, John”Conyers, .Jr., U,S, /9 A%
g%g N Congressman from_the: Eirsﬁ.Congressional,District Detroit, } i
»4§\ entered .and' Henry commented that he was glad to know Mr,
b v Conyers' could come to such a ‘meeting. Henry also
%ig acknowledged the presence ‘of Congressman Charlesibiggs ﬂl'(’A
B a } from_the _U.S._13th Congressional District, Henry said .
SR he was a strict believer in the "co—op"”system but would
.%;;;g%ﬁ not fight with other Negroes who were coming together,

=~ 1

for the cause of the civil rights §trugg1e.
Ve

DECLASSIFIED BY d opatic
ON__ =/~
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Re: Appearance of Robert Hicks, CONEIDENTHAL
Bogalusa Deacons for Defense
and Justice Sponsored by GOAL

Source advised that other speakers at this affair
were Congressmen Conyers and Diggs. According to the
source, Mr, Conyers stated he did not believe in violence
but felt a man was less than a man if he would not defend
himself, his property and his family. He said it was the
constitutional right of every American to 'take up arms in
self-defense" if law enforcement agencies failed to provide
said defense. Conyers spoke of police brutality in Detroit
and said it had long been an issue with Negroes. He said
Negroes must register and vote to defend the bigots who
constantly support police brutality and deny the Negroes

‘their basic rights. He said the Watts incident was a war

between the "haves and the have nots". He said it was
nothing but a class war fought by people who live in ghettos
without jobs and decent houses. He stated "Hear me Mr.
President, you had better take the money you are spending in
Vietnam to fight an uncalled for war and spend it here on
the big city slums or else you will have more class wars'.

Conyers talked of the registrars presently in the
South as being inadequate and he stated he would see the.
U.S Attorney .General on Monday and advise him that they
will not settle for anything less than a registrar in
every county in the South.

According to the source, Congressman Diggs stated
he had heard of the Deacons for Defense and Justice in
Louisiana and acknowledged that various situations in the
civil rights movement palléd for .new techniques and
approaches. Mr. Diggs'said he had talked with U.S. Attorney
General Katzenbach on Friday and voiced dissatisfaction
with the number of voting registrars presently supervising
voting registrations in the South. He ,ihdicated his pleasure
at seeing so many persons present at this dinner. )

Among other speakers at this affair, according to
the source, were Robert Hicks, President of the Voters
League in Bogalusa and a charter member of the Deacons_, 4,;f/
for Defense.and Justice, and CharleSxsims, another member (BB
of the Deacons from Bogalusa. '

»

According to the source, Mr. Hicks related the
experiences and background of the civil rights struggle in




Re: Appearance of Robert Hicks, CONEIDENTTAL

Bogalusa Deacons for Defense
and Justice Sponsored by GOAL

Louisiana. He said the Deacons came into existence because

the police of Bogalusa simply refused to protect Negroes
and the whites who were trying to help. He said several
northern white university students had come to Bogalusa

'to help them organize. He said the Deacons came about
because one night the sheriff had appeared at his home

and demanded that they turn over to the Klan the young
white students who were in Bogalusa helping them, He
said the police were ordered out of the home  and when

the Klan appeared and fired into the house they, the
Deacons, returned 'the fire and that is how they came into
existence. He sald the Governor of Louisiana signed the
charter legalizing the existence of the Deacons.

Hicks said the Negroes plight in Bogalusa was
helped when the Klan refused to let Congressman Brooks

Hays of Arkansas appear there, Hicks sald that white

persons from all over the country wrote letters of
disapproval citing the issue of free speech, Consequently,
the political leaders of the city declared an all Negro
day which permitted the use of all facilities without
discrimination, Hicks praised the efforts of Mr. John
Doar, Assistant Attorney Gemeral in Charge of the Civil '
Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice, and he
commented that Mr, Doar had done much to help. Hicks

said that their cause was also helped by the presence of
50 FBI agents. Hicks commented that one of the agents

was taking pictures and a Klansman attacked him. Hicks
sald the Klansman was immediately arrested and later tried
and sent to a Federal prison and that quieted the Klan for
a while. Hicks said he looked forward to the day when
wvhites and Negroes could Jdve: in peace together., He

said he was disappointed by things in the North because

he thought there was a different atmosphere here.

According to the source, Mr. Sims mentioned in
his speech much of the same material which had been
stated by Robert Hicks. Sims spoke of future harmony
among the races and of the day when the whites and the
Negroes could live<peaceably together. He said the
white man respect§ ‘three things, namely: (1) money;

(2) the vote, because he controls everything that way;
and (3) power or force. He sald white peqple have never
hesitated to go to war when their freedom was in jeopardy.
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Re: Appearance of Robhert Hicks, COMEIDENBIAL

\gggalusa Deacons for Defense
and Justice Sponsored by GOAL

He said the Deacons intend to fight until they have the
"whole hog" as they have "backed up to the river and
will either drown or fight",. .

Source advised that $509.00 was contributed during
this affair to the cause of the Deacons in Louisiana.
Source said this money was presented to Robert Hicks on
the stage at this affair as ‘soon as it had been counted.
According to the source, Hicks and Sims stated they had
to catch a plane back to Louisiana that same eveningi:

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Via ATRTEL
TO: vnmzcroa', PBI'
* FROM: SAC, SAN' ANTONTO (157 413) (P) o
RE:

‘ng COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS

*
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Transmitted herewith are eight copies of
LHM reflect:ng -4 meeting of the above organization
held at Austin,.Texas, beginning at 8:00 p.m.,
August 27, 1965§§<i
EU) ;r‘ TN

Copies of this.LHM are being disseminated:
locally to 0SI, ONL INTC, and U, S, Secret Service,

‘ The information furnlshed in this L
furnished by Bureau approved

furnished this information to SA JAMES C. KENNEDYr
-on-:8728/65, (8 (1

Two copies -of LHM are being.furnished Houston
and San Franczsco for 1nformatxon.
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DECILASSTRTCATION ANTHORITY DERTWEL FROM: i ’ ’ “‘
ZBl SUTREATIC DECLASSIFICATION LGUILIE . . .

DATE DB-23-2018 se: [ 1 _ P ’ ’ bé
| [ e i
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE '

: FEDERAL BUREAU,.OF INVESTIGATION —
‘I Reply, Please Refer to -San .Antonio,.Texas

File No. | August 28, 1965 CONFIDENTIAL w17

THE COMMITTEE TO AID
'THE DEACONS

-
. J} 5

]

1

' " On August 28, 1965, ‘SA T-1 advised a Special Agent

-.0f the Federal Bureau of Investigation that’'the. Committee. b6
~to Aid the”Deacons held.a "closed" meeting at the home of b7C
' AdolphugfBracy, | ly_beginning at .8:00 p.m. on ‘
August 27, 1965 [T : \ »Ags'ﬁn) Texas
At thisfmeetingvMar ‘ appointed Bracy as elif |

‘permanent. chaiyman of thé Committee to Aid the Deacon$ in
“Austin, Texastﬁgﬂfﬂn L "
i 7 L:?;l!’__./

= . ! v P \'
‘ At this deeting, intaddit{g; to Klein,-Dou laslﬁ;eﬁline;
a-membep”of the)¥Students for Democratic Society, and-
Y Smer. . Lpom CHiCago, tilincis) were '
in attendance, _Also John JZ%ebasta-and hig wife
Annie?ﬁderhol Sabast :Swere also in attendance{ﬁgétﬁgy
. o 7 \ !
a

™ ‘7 ‘ . -
x SA T-l'%ggg%E ted that a.Fort Hood soldier,
‘a negro approxjmately [ [, tall, slender) believed B Asprox
to be Howa oolfort, was also in ‘attendance .and very
interested in' the proceedings of -this meeting., This
same individual ‘was one of the nine Negroes who.attended
a meeting’ of 'this same' organization on the night of August
25, 1965, and following the meeting held a long discussion.
with Mark 'Klein.M\mj . , ‘ .

B

bé
b7C

‘Mark Klejin and Douglas Haenline are both leaving
Austin, Texas, Monday, August 30, 1965, for Houston, Texas, :
and ‘-Douglas Haenline .and possibly Mark :Klein also will /go ;
from Houston to Berkeley, California, where ‘Haenline has
stated he will organize a Spartacist group on the' campus
of the University o California{ﬁ#ﬁi¢m

CLASS. ‘& EX?.\'BY




" THE ‘COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS

S : M-~4Hé

LN

' | , During the afternoon. of .August 27, 1965, Mark Klein

- and Douglas' Haenline were Practlcing ‘with .a *British 303 ' rifle
‘and: a ‘Webley. .45 caliber. pistol which they had‘obtained in
Austin Texas, Both were . exultant over the prowess with these

) guns. : %‘U? .

: The August 8, 1965, issue of the San'Antonio ..
: nght, a daily newspaper in ‘San Antonio, Texas,
carried an article datelined Austin, Texas

e ’ stating. that Mark Klexn, a Cornell Unxverszty

student, is responsible for the formation
vl of the Committee to Aid the Deacons, -the
- purpose of which is to aid "the Deacons
for defense and justice", Klein
described the "Deacons" as "an armed Negro .
self defense group"., . '

This document contains neither recommendations nor
- . conclusions of the FBI, . It 'is the property of the FBI and
‘ig .loaned to your agency;..it and its contents are not to
be distributed outside your agency.
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DAaTE OB-31-2018 By : - e 3 ' ’

R ' ) ?"»","t } '
. : ¢ "  'UNITED'STATES DEPARTMENT OF .JUSTICE
3 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.

In Reply, Ploase Refer to ' s

Ju g ‘ S?ﬁ,Ant°?§?o Texag

August 28, 196§ ! Ww;
Title ' THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS

Character

Reference San -Antonio memorandum .
dated: and -captioned as above,

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
aye aoncealed in referenced communication have furnished
reliable information in the past,

. This document contains neither, recommendations
‘nor .conclusions .of 'the FBXI, It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your -agency; it .and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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635PM ﬁ}s‘r" URGENT 9-2-65 HEP

T0 DIRECTOR (157-2466)
M BIRMINGHAM (157-1446) IP - ' .

'DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND .JUSTICE, AKA. RM. 00 NEW ORLEANS

U. S. DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANSBERG ADVISED .BIRMINGHAM {"
OFFICE HE HAD RECENTLY SPOKEN WITH A REV., (WILLIAM) BRANCH IN EUTAV _
ALA . ‘BRANCH REPORTEDLY INFORMED LANSBERG THAT THE DEACONS OF ; /Q’//,
DEFENSE,HADVBEENiORGANIZED IN EUTAVW, ALA., IN ORDER TO PROTECT
THEMSELVES . EFFORTS BEING MADE TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEV REV,
BRANCH CONCERNING ABOVE. INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED IN ORDER
TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER CAPTIONED GROUP HAS BEEN ORGANIZED IN ALABAMA.
.LHM FOLLOWS,

AIR MAIL COPY FURNISHED .NEW ORLEANS. ”25—7'9? ¢’é é 5é

END ' L SEP 8 ”C*“‘
@Lﬂﬁ -
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FBI

Date: 9/3/65

nsmit the following in-

(Type in plaintext or code)
AIRTEL _ AYRMAIL — REGISTERED
(Priority).
e b s v o o e R s . P S e s o e e B A4 P W A g A o ot N ek Y e e S o e et e e
T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) A i,)
1 P 4
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (157-1446)(P) \ i !‘2)
SUBJECT: Aﬁcorxs OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., @! |
RY AL INFORMATION COMJAINED

(00: NEW ORLEANS) E;‘\??N lf Ui‘l’CLﬁé‘?ﬁlFlED

Re Birmingham teletype, 9/2/65.

. Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are an original and
seven copies of a letterhead memorandum.containing information
indicating that a chapter of captioned organization nay possibly
have been formed at Eutaw, Alabanma. :

‘New Orleans is being furnished copiles of instant
letterhead memorandum since it is office of origin in captioned
matter.

Copies of this letterhead memorandum are being
disseminated locally to Military Intelligence Agencies and
Secret Service, Birminghan.

Investigatiop)i 'Qhrréntly being conducted within the
Birminghan Division in a0, ffort to ascertain whether any
chapters of captioned up have been formed in the Birminghan

Division. 4§>‘ ,
3/ - Bur (Enc. 8) AM-RM £0 ij 1950'42 |

- Bureau (Enc. M- , 4 po L
2 - New Orleans (157-3290)(Enc. 2) RM /\5“7-0‘?(/C-é‘ :L\ /

2 - Birmingham

MME:hss a2~ iimhe AT L OTT5R5L Y (

7) Voo rKIEn, CRD, S 16 SEP 9 1965
e & ¢0 LEM  DATE Ji. imofodfussa Ja ST i B
502 TR oW FORV: 1 i e s -

/“

o P ' AL T ) Q;; |
‘e, |
B SEP 17 ‘

- ' i

Approved: .




UNI')’ STATES DEPARTMENT OF J’I‘ICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ‘

In Reply, Please Refer to 1400 -~ 2121 Bu:llding
File No. Birmingham, Alabama
September 3, 1965

RE: INFORMATION CONCERNING ALLEGED ‘
FORMATION OF CHAPTER OF "DEACONS
OF DEFENSE" .AT. EUTAW, ALABAMA

A characterization of the Deacons of Defense and
Justice, Inc., is being attached to this letterhead memorandum,

U. S. Departmental Attorney Brian Lansberg advised
the Birmingham Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
that. during the latter part of August, 1965, he had spoken
with Rev. (WILLIAM%ﬁgranch in Eutaw, Alabama, and at that
time Rev, Branch iAformed him that the "Deacons of Defense"
had been organized at Eutaw, Alabama, in order to protect
themselves., Mr, Lansberg furnished no further information
concerning the alleged formation of a chapter of the "Deacons
of Defense" at Eutaw, Alabama,

! ' \
On September 3, 1965, Rev, William McKinleyﬂg;anch,

| ___Alabama, was interviewed in ./ /0
Birmingham, Alabama, by Special Agent.Marvin M, Eubanks, ___ﬂl_rl

Rev. Branch advised that he is presently President of

the_Greene.County..Branch of the National Association for b6
the Advancement. of_Colored.People and is also President - b7C
of the Greene County Civic Organization and Integration
Organization, ' :

Rev, Branch further advised that he does not
know of -any chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice
located in the State of Alabama, He stated, however, that
he and about twelve or thirteen other Negro men residing
in Greene. County, Alabama, had spread the word in and
around Eutaw, Alabama, that the Deacons of Defense and
Justice had organized a chapter at Eutaw, Alabama, He
stated that he and the twelve or thirteen other Negro
men, above-mentioned, had taken this action somewhat
in the nature of a psychological:retaliation to combat
the parading and demonstrating of Klansmen in and around

ALL THFOR'AATIO: CONTAINED |

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE - (1% BY,&&%@’_/ z

ENCLOSURE -
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INFORMATION CONCERNING ALLEGED-:
FORMATION OF CHAPTER OF "DEACONS
OF DEFENSE" AT EUTAW, ALABAMA

Greene County, Alabama. Rev, Branch advised that he and
the twelve or thirteen other Negroes involved had agreed
not to reveal the identities of each other for 'security
reasons" and that for this reason he had - rather not
divulge their names, He stated, however, that if he
does hear of any chapter of the Deacons of Defense and
Justice being formed in Alabama, he will immediately
advise the Federal Bureau of Investigation and will

also reveal the names of the above-mentioned twelve

or thirteen men,

Rev. Branch further stated that he and the
above-mentioned Negro men were not in any way affiliated
with the Deacons of Defense and Justice, did not believe
in violence in any form and did not have knowledge of
any supply of guns . or other weapons. that might be used
in regard to the racial situation in Greene County, Alabama,

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.




DEACONS OF DEFENSE:AND JUSTICE, INC.

Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc., was formed
at Jonesboro, 'Louisiana, during the Summer of 1964,

-following 1ncidents involving racial activities, which
‘incidents created tension in the. aree.

The organization was formed by Negro leaders in
Jonesboro for the announced purpose of protecting Negroes:
and whites from illegal acts and from acts designed to
terrorize the Negro community, and was chartered with
main headquarters at Janesboro, Louisiana. Associate

.chapters are located at Bogalusa and Homer, Louisiana,

and inquiries were received from other groups concerning
this movement, but no action has been taken to approve
additional chapters.

‘Officers of Deacons .of Defense.and: Justice, Inc.,
assert that the organization is a defensive group with no

.intention to commit or encourage any offensive acts.

Leadexrs of the. organization denied purchase of firearms
for the group and further denied knowledge .of any source
of contacts for this purpose.

The President .of this organization disclaims any
connection with or influence by subversive elements.

APPENDIX




OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 S010-107-4
MAY 1962 EDITION
. GSA GEN. REG. NO 7 - -
' UNITED STATES G.ERNMENT - ‘
7 - -
- Memorandum
’
TO  : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) DATE: 15
FRO SAC, SAVANNAH (157-731) ’

SUBJECT:/" .DEACONS_ QF DEFENSE.AND_JUSTICE,_INC.,_aka
RM

L §#
/ a Rerep of SA MAURICE A. KELLIHER, 8/17/65, New
/ Orleans.

Contacts made with all known sources including
police departments, sheriffs' offices and state law enforce-
ment agencies in both Georgia and South Carolina have: failed
to identify any persons being affillated with the Deacons
of Defense and Justice. Contacts with known and reliable
informants have failed to produce any information concerning
Deacons of Defense and Justice.

- For information of Bureau and New Orleans, the

South Carolina Law Enforcement Division, Columbia, S. C.,

is conducting an investigation pertaining to this organization
based on information received from newspaper publicity.

Chief J. P. STROM (NA), South Carolina Law Enforcement
Division, Columbia, S. C., advised 9/7/65 that he had no
information pertaining to .this organization and had been
unsuccessful in obtaining any indication that there were
members of this organization in the State of South Carolina.

Savannah Division will maintain contact with
informants and sources in an attempt to identify any activity
in the Savannah Division.,

@ - Bureau
‘2 -~ New Orleans

1 - Charlotte (Info)

| 1 - Savannah RECBi /%
NLP/dkm ‘ , - ,

\ © | o S8y 5

LL INFORMATION CONTAINED a4 s

aERElN IS UNCLASSIFIED y . a

DATE =17 $¢BY S/ foA gg, W Nﬂ@n

o\ gB¥es
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’QiITED STATES DEPARTM‘ENTQ‘ JUSTICE ‘ /
FEDERAL :BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Jackson, Mississippi
File No. ' )

Seg;ehber 3, 1965

A

& <

DEACONél?OF DEFENSE ‘AND  JUSTICE, INCORPORATED
RACIAL MATTERS _

. A spurce who-has furnished reliable information
in the past gdvised on August 26, 1965 he had deterimined

. that CHARLEXSIMS and g:e BURRIS, who operates¢ROYLs.’ -
! Barber Shop/’ 881“345%,EE§$§9§: had “Just been contacted:

€to appear before a group.at Jackson, Mississippi on'
August 29, 1965.(& W

e

#

The source .advised that SIMS is allegedly..the-
president ‘and BURRIS the vice-president of the Deacons
of ' . Defense and Justice, Inc. (DDJ) Chapter ‘at
Bogalusa. . '

p23 ‘He advised that he had determined ALVIN J,
‘BRONSTEIN, Attorney Lawyers Constitutional Defense
X /{y/ Committee, Jackson, is being consulted concerning the
legality of a Chapter in Mississippi.

The source advised sthat a pamphlet is being
distrubuted showing ‘that the ‘Deacons of Bogalusa will !
be at ‘the Masonic Temple, Lynch Street, Jackson on
Sunday, 3:00 p.m., August 29, 1965. The pamphlet was
printed by the ‘Hinds .County Mississippi Freedom

Democratic Party (MFDP) A@éizzé?
On August' 27,.1965 it was determine éhatn

/
. CEPHAUhUGHEs, _H _MOREY, Mrs. EMMASANDERS, KING
*“;5 E§i§§§§ﬁ and ROBERT BOLDEN met at the MFDP B
‘jfik/ Headquarters) to mgk e 'Iﬁﬁizarrangements.for t

r the
meeting. HUGHES advised that 12 men would arriveﬁﬁ?&ﬂ‘
. /Uér

l_ CLASS. & EXT.
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DEACONS 1OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

.RACIAL MATTERS -
i::ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ*ht

from Bogalusa: and $30 had been raised to date to 'pay |
for expenses. Fifty-five dollars would have to be
raised: from contributions to .pay ‘the rental for ‘the

‘Temple. )\U) o , .

 -On August 30 1965, the spurce advised
that he had determined ri: the meeting at the Masonic’
Temple started around 4:00 p.m. and the meeting was
called to order by/BOLIEN and there were~approximately

. 175 to 200 people in the guditorium, BOLIEN'
65 introduced Reverend KINGy white male, Chag}ain

iﬁl//f, _at_Tougaloo_College; Reverend BCH;. white male
" from Hattiesburg, .a specg 1 guest.) 'He Aintroduced the
MFDP Delegation as- A ANNIE{DEVINE and ..

L
R

JOHNNIE MAEZWALKER.. ¥
S/ '

The first Deacon introduced 'was’ (girstaname

9/0- /Jf’ LIE, described in early 50's, height 5'8",".
.Elﬁnma/ weight 150 pounds, very dark complexion, who furnished
background concerning the rise of the DDJ. 'He stated

ﬁA ‘that all of the Deacons .at ‘the meeting-were .from o
;iii;;é Bogalusa :and’ they ‘were. from ‘the Fourth :Street Chapter
in Bogalusa. C

o " "ROY BURRIS, the vice-president of the ‘
Bogalusa Chapter, spoke and he related incidents that
At hae happened in Bogalusa and the fact he: believed the
‘Federal Government will eventually support’ the - actions~
of the DDJ in accordance with basic rights. “

b
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RAC IAL MATTERS

y,

. meeting: '

DEACONS OF- DEFENSE AND: NSTIWED

'CHARLES SIMS, president of the Bogaluéa v
Chapter, was introduced-and he received a large

_ovation from the crowd. SIMS introduced the Deacons !

from Bogalusa who had made the. trip and including

'SIMS and the other speakers, theycomprised a total

of 12, He introduced '(first name unknown) THOMAS,
Negro :male in early 30's; (first name unknown)

JHN SON in early 20's; (first name -unknown) GREEN,
Negro male in early 20's, (first name -unknown)
JOHNSON, Negro male, 65 to 70;. (first name unknown)
SMITH, Negro male, age about 40, ‘

During SIMS’lecture, he was asked'by:people
in the ¢érowd, How. strong a .chapter should they have
in Jackson.as well as in Mississippi? How much
money, as well'as arms does the:chapter at Bogalusa
‘have? "What are the qualifications to .becomé: a;
Deaconi? SIMS stated he: would’ not answer ‘these’
questions ‘before the group, ‘but “any .of those
interested in forming a'chapter in: the State would meet
with him later and he would be ‘happy to answer these
questions. * : -, § Ah;
The following persqnéqwere»present'atxtﬁe‘

}

Y,
1S Field Secretary for the

CEPHAﬂS EgGH§S=

_Student, 'Non-Violent ~Co=ordinating, Committe SNCC) ;.
WILLIEE&EACOCK, -asgociated with- SNCC, ‘ ARE
YCE}B{KOWN J ESSI M GEE, JOFNN:ZXOSE JAME ~JAMESN HIPPS,

' [




AN

\J\,\ Y \1

, Mississippi; and_CHARLES | \
) - tudent from Rust College: There were two
unknown Negro males from McComb who were interested |

1

DEACONS OF’ DEFENSE AND JUSTICEm

RACIAL .MATTERS

/7

SIMS after the meeting, met with approximately
18 to 20 individuals who were interésted in forming

a chapter in Mississippi. Among those iﬁgividuals

present were BOBXSMITH, Hattiesburg; DOUGZSMITH
Hattiesburg, both Negroes; RONKHEISS, white male from

- Brooklyn, New_York; ROBERT BOLDEN, Negro male, Hinds:
County Chairman MFDP; Mrs. EMA SANDERS, Negro female, |

MFDP; (first name unknown) \BROADWATER, Negro. male,
. Hinds County executive secretary MFDP; HUNTER MOREY; )

CHARLES HORWITZ, white male MFDP; SANDRAYRUDNICK, whité
fehale ,2’ s°“71"'r?£tp e t:b—froml california; KING ESTUS IGHT.H.[ /1!

Negro male, MFDP;_L;Q%Q&EXANﬁEgA,white female, |

in organizing DDJ units in McComb and Hattiesburg,<//
Mississippi (U - . B

It was determined that SIMS had stated to

. the above individuals that to organize chapters 'of

Deacons in Mississippi they must have money, brave
men, fast cars, and dependable individuals, He
suggested the individuals at the meeting attempt to
raise money for cars, arms, and organize a group; and
he would return to' assist them in setting up their
chapters, It was generally agreed that SIMS wéuld:"
not return until after September 15 upon completion
of the "Washington' 'Challenge" concerning the lobby in
Washington, D, C. by MFDP. SIMS stated that if ‘
properly organized, the Negroes would not have the
incidents thrust upon them as they are now in
Mississippi. jﬂo |

4

A o

" WAL

i
Y 0 T.egal - Co-ordinator MFDP, /#45.»
and ﬂ;‘ HI1G , Asgistant Office Manager of MFDP, -
were present at the meeting.G% ag

i




DEACONS OF, DEFENSE AND JUSTICE AT T )

RACIAL MATTERS

The source advised that it was determined
that SIMS and BURRIS had stated that they.each had.a .
.32 or a .38 caliber gun on them at all, times. They
stated they are also equipped with high powéred rifles
and submachine guns in Bogalusa.

=—

9' . The source advised that PHILLIP.
UJH& \5§g§g§§xy white male, asséciated with MFDP, carried

o Qﬁ a tape recorder throughout the meeting and He understands

| Ux” that he taped the entire meeting at the Masonic
Temple.QPXQ)

éé; April 4, 1965, a second source

who has furnishe reliable information

\the past, advisgf]that PHILLIP SANDERS
>SANSKY is ' ' a member of the SOcialist

WOrkers Party (SWP), Seattle Branch,

MIKE HIGSUN, Assistant Office
Manager, MFDP, | I
advised on July 16, 1965 DAPSANSKY resides
in Jackson and 'is employed in the Communications
Section of MFDP,

The SWP has been designed by the
Attorney General of the United States
Pursuant to executive order 10450,

The Seattle Branch of SWP is
set forth in the appendix section. .

‘third.-govree ' ~who.r~hag: ! furnish

reliable informatfon! “ino.-the i pastl /radvised: “on Qf/llg

August 3, 1965 " that . ' ‘he * had - :“determined

Nagaa S
LN ] "Jk'. TRT

5
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A
-DEACONS :OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, mCQRPoRA'rEDL
RACIAL MATTERS ..

the DDJ held a meeting at the Mhsonic
Temple, Lynch Street, Jackson, on August
29, 1965.  The ‘meeting started -around 4:00
p.m. and had several 'speakers who spoke
concerning the impending trip ‘to Washington.
on August 16, 1965.concerning the "Lobby"
on washington, D. C." The source advised
that there were 12 Deacons from Bogalusa,
Louisiana at.the meeting and SIMS was
their leader and he spoke on .the necessity
.of organizing a Chapter in Mississippi.'
The vice~president of the Chapter in
Bogalusa also gpoke. He furnished a
description of the harassment that took
place by police in Louisiana and how '
their children were not protected by
school authorities.

A

The. source advised that SIMS
had stated that a Deacon Chapter may, not
be allowed by the State of Mississippi,
but they would have ‘to do something
regardless of what the State of Mississippi
did or did not do.(¥ )W)

M, B, PIERCE, Chief of Detectives,
Jackson, MIssissippi,Police Department
advised on August 1, 1965 that the following
Louisiana and Mississippi license tags
j were obtained by his Department in -the
vicinity of the Masonic Temple, Lynch
Street, on the afternoon of August 29,
1965. PIERCE advised that the license

nE;ﬂIFls\'—:.|." l}‘
hd LLRY WL NNy
'

N\ | | |
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DEACONS ./OF DEFENSE AND Jus'rlcx,g%igolxpE %‘EX"FED
RACTAL MATTERS ' X

numbers have been checled with the
Mississippi Highway Patrol and the
person to whom registered and address
has been obtained.

.
TEF iz

The following license and background was
furnished by Chief PIERCE,

STATE | LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERED

b6

Louisiana I:l 1964-1965 Louisiana b7cC
issued to H._M.

p
4 UONSON, | 7.
I’% /%Ll Louisiana,.
“for 1955 Pontiac fordor,

m#[ ]

Louisiana 1] 1964-1965 Louisiana be
l:l issued to ROYAN. °°°

ﬂ//q?w,,,,‘,‘ P o E— T G T

1961 Dodge, ID. ...
mis | .
b6

Louisiana [ ] - 1964-1965 ‘Louisiana b7C
| issued to BERNICEXHARRY,

L
miss ~Touisiana for 1961
—_— " IChevrolet:. fordor, ID #
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DEACONS I0F DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATEITe"‘ﬂ'SEHFAL

RACIAL MATTERS

STATE

LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERED

Louisiana

Louisiana

Louisiana

Mississippi

—_—
.-
*

491028 1964-1965 Louisiana
491028 issued to Hertz
Corporation, Highway 10
East, POB, 519, Bogalusa,
Louisiandsfor 1965
Pontiac fordor, ID #

252395X121181.

] 1964-1965 Louisiana b6
/ [ ]issued to_SAM  b7c

RNES, | — 1

' Louisiana

" for 1963 Chevrolet Coupe,
1D #| b

W
V

b6

b7C

RSON, Angie, Louisiana
ord Tudoxr, ID #

t
) 1964-1965 Louisiana
<\) issued to .CLARENCE .

1965 Mississippi 1

issued to Chrysler Leasing
Corporation, | b6

| b7¢C

Mississippi for 1965 Dodge,
ID # |
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DEACONS JQE DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATEEHRTSEHHAL
RACIAL MATTERS

STATE LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERED

Mississippi 1965 Mississipp 6242
issued to ERNES LIS, b6 |
b7C

I
T | Mississippi
for 1960 Buick, ID #

Mississippi 1965 Mississipp

y . issued to R, L. XBOLDEN, fjc
IR w| [ Mississippi, for
P2 e A 1962 Chevrolet Belair,
' ID # 4 Y .
b6
b7C

Mississippi 1965 Mississippi [ |
Mm._l‘:l
’

Mississippi for 1953

“Cadillac, ID # |

bé

Mississippi [ 1 1965 Mississippf H9383
issued to SQQI§E$E§§Q§¢__1
¢I_ ?

“Mississippl for 1955
Pontiac, ID #[_ 1.

L b6
Mississippi 1965 Mississippi b7C
. 1ssued to ED NSEAVER III,
| _
~Mississippi, for 1956
Chevrolet, ID # | B

ad ‘ b
N 1
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DEACONS OE.DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED'BGHHB’E‘WT‘]#E
RACIAL MATTERS

STATE LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERED

Mississippi ] 1965 Mississippi | Esc
issued to MABEﬂﬁGRAX, |
“"Mississippi, for 1954
“Chevrolet, ID # | |
Mississippi | | 1965 Mississippi | |
issued to CHARLES-HORWITZ,
I; b6

Mississippi, for b7c
' 1960 Chevrolet, ID #
[ }

Mississippi 1965 Missis§ipgiéi:::::] -
| issued to QEYDEADENSON, b6
| [, b7C

‘ | 1, Mississippi for
1955 Dodge, ID #.

bé

Mississippi [ ] 1965 Mississippizi;::::] p7c

issued to REBECCAYJONES, .

3
1 [, MissIssIppi for
1955 Ford, ID #

Mississippi [ ] 1965 Mississippi, [ |
. 1ssued to Delta Ministry, b6
N~ /2% ¢/0.ROBERTABEACH, [ ], P7¢
[k 1=ttt - - A
o ‘Mississippi .for 1965
. “Chevrolet-Carryall, ID #

10
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DEACONS OF\ DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

RACIAL MATTERS

‘='99ﬁﬂﬂfﬂﬂ¥¥%%£

- STATE

Mississippi

Mississippi

Mississippi

Mississippi

Mississippi
i

LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERED

1965xMississippi

isswed to JULIE ngwg,

I
Mississiggi for
1960 Buick, ID #,

1965 Mississippl [ | wve

‘ R Mississippi for
1959 Volkswagon, , ID #
Not given.

KB5154 1965 Mississippi, KB5154
issued to Chrysler Leasing
Corporation, Travel Inn
Motel, Laurel, Mississippi,
for 1965 Dodge, ID #
2353619971,

b6

1965 Mississippi,
issued to MYRONXCOOK,
I

“Mississippi, for 1954sFord,
1D #] '

1965 Mississipp J ]
issued to ( \LL, 16

| b b7cC
L |, for 1960
Pontiac¢, ID # | l.
11
1 [ -—

%§§ued to B, Ré{ﬁuNbo_, b7C

' p7C

!




3
-

DEACONS “OR DEFENSE' AND JUSTICE, mcoapomrereeﬁfmfﬁ:ﬁﬁf
‘RACIAL MATTERS

STATE LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERéD

Mississippi IR

1965 Mississip i.[:::::]

' Mississippi for
“1965 Chevrolet, ID #

I |-
b6

Mississippi [ 1~ 1965 Mississippi | bTC
issued to ROBERT A<\ LANDU, ‘

] l, Mississippi
" for 1964 Volkswagon,
m# 1.

This document contains neither recommendaticns
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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APPENDIX

SOCTIALIST WORKERS PARTY .- SEATTLE BRANCH‘

In May, 1941, a source advised ‘that during the
month of May, 1941, the Seattle ‘Branch of the Socialist
Workers. Party (SWP) was reorgainzed and received.official
recognition ‘as a branch of the Party from the national
office of the SWP in New York, New York.

On. May 6 1964, another source advised,thnt ,
the Seattle Branch, SWP, with headquarters at, 3815 - :
5th Avenue N. E., Seattle, Washington, is a present

active affiliate of the National SWP. According to

source, membership in the Seattle Branch includes ,

RICHARD FRASER, whd is a'niember of .the SWP National

Committee and his wife CLARA FRASER, who is an alternate
member of the SWP National Committee., - .

The Socialist Workers Parpy has Bben
designated by the Aftorney General of
the United States pursuant to Execuitve
Order 10450.

13
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Date: '9/3/65 I
-~ |
Transmit the following.in LAYEIDLL SLE ’2""{,‘\ EVZ)] 3
LA . 1 t d ) o hale U
(Type in plaintext or <o BIN 15 7 CONT INED
Via \:

T o s et . oo’ — — S ) S U™ . s it st Yt tgh Sy Wb i e s "N oo W S Sl O - .

{
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
I':ROM: SAC,. JACKSON (157-3465) .(P)
C ‘%MCONS‘f&'DEFENSE ‘AND_JUSTICE, INC., aka
'x,,p RH C ;
AR : NEW ORLEANS
b/o ‘(\\"c' Re Jackson. airtels 8/25/65 and 8/27/65.
x/ Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies

(.
/f‘,‘, b ‘/5/ of :an LHM and ‘two copies are submitted: for ‘New

Orleans. One copy each is being -fokwarded to INIC,
0SI, ONI, and Secret Service, Jackson. MHSP and
Jackson iMiss. PD ‘have 'been advised of results in LHM.

| L (Protect) is the
first source in the LHM.and he was. interviewed by

SA JAMES O. INGRAM. @)(“3 X 1y
- =2d]g
REC35 /5t £ -

(3 - Bureau (157-2466) (Enc. 8) (RM). ‘
2 - New Orleans (157-3290) (Enc. 2) 2 SEP 9 1965

b7D

54

| 4 - Jackson. (157-3465) ____%
o J@) 7(%{%.
Dﬁ% CLRS 2L %
o1_SUTANRh
Approved:.

-~ ot
~ NS P S NP,

b3
‘|'b7D
|b7E
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JN 157-3465

—GONFBENFIAL [

M. B. PIERCE, Chief of Detectives, .Jackson
PD, was interviewed by SA JAMES O, INGRAM and the
detectives who obtained license numbers at the Masonic
Temple and vicinity are SAMMY MAGEE and J, P, BLACK.
JACK HUTCHISON, Investigator MHSP, made available the
information to whom license tags were registered.

[ 1is the second source in THM. [ ____| ©®™
is the third source in the LHM and he was interviewed by

SA ERNEST M. COCHRANE(%)(U)

KENNETH DEAN, Mississippi Council of Humane
Relations, Jackson, who attended the Deacon's Meeting,
mentioned to SAs COCHRANE and INGRAM on 8/30/65 that he
. 2 with ROY REED, a mews correspondent of
ﬁﬂhy“Newaork Times." He said the "Times" reparter was
... the only representative of the mews media in the meeting.
" DEAN ‘did not discuss in detail what went on at the

meeting.

It is noted:] 16 on the committee to b7D
form chapters of Deacons and was, instrumental in
obtaining speakers from Louisiama.: Jackson will follow
this matter closely with informant.(&/l“)

LEADS:

| ’ - AT BOGALUSA LOUISIANA.
1HM sets forth six 11cens§ tags as well as

to whom registered, address, and make.of car., Four

of these cars are registered to Bogalusa residents, one

to Monroe residentg, and one to Angie, Louisiana,

resident., The LHM also sets forth names of the alleged <

Deacons in the meeting in Jackson from Louisiana, Will

through sources conduct approﬂh‘!ip investigation to

Nt
I <
£ f




JN 157-3465

1of_chapters in Mississippi.

N - 9 -

identify individuals from Bogalusa who attended meeting
unless already known to New Orleans.

Will attempt to determine CHARLES SIMS and
BBURRIS' future plans for aséisting in the organization

JACKSON DIVISION

AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

Will maintain contact with sources to obtain
background concerning organization of DDJ. If Chapter
in Mississippi organized, will attempt to determine
leadership, strength of members, activities, as well as
arms acquired. Attempt to determine potentiality for
violence, any subversice or outside influence placed upon
the Chapters.
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Date: September 13, 1965

Transmit the following in

{Type in plaintext or codel

: /‘
’ [}
3 VolF riorigik | BT Ty 7 gys
........ e o e e At e . S .3} 2 P_q_."‘sl“' o e e o e o J BN 7 B A
HERHS..*S%}TQSF e }’HEB 728 "1#,'1.'!3*. qu)f.le‘a ’
PATE 90 -8 BY sprgedlge - ie o
TO: DIRECTOR, f ‘Eﬁf'z(157722%66) ’ Q,} "' ,4,4;1‘,‘&{’, el '3{ ),
y ~"‘,’, '§d=f~x' 4'2‘. 3
{ \ FROM: SAC, MOBILE (157-1017  (P) S f;",:z"'
L) =
| {'/ RE: (".’IT?EACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., aka ’
J ? ‘ R;I(:he Deacons ‘ ) ' O~/ Te M/%%ﬂ
u . | . Rl 25545 i) 27
. 00: NEW ORLEANS , ;31 . ,.m %m&—«- |

Wﬁt«% . “
X p P24 o
Dr. JACQUELIN%‘CKSON, QDsfap'cl.‘c’t:mexrft:'?':o’ié@< ¢io @%%5 .

Howard University, Washington, D. C., who is presently in
Tuskegee, Alabama, at the residence of her parents, on Zes
9/9/65, advised that she has been conducting a study on .27 Lexgqraseus
the social processes in Negro protest movements in the g ‘
South, dealing particularly with the structure and function <
of various Negro protest groups. Previously, she wrote a‘./&?
book entitled "These Rights They Seek". During the course %' <
of her research she has Interviewed numerous leaders con- AVQZ%&
nected with various civil rights actlon groups in Southern 53€ﬁ43%L
States. ~ T

L e During a recent interview with Professoff BEN-
ZION"WARDY, white male, ‘political science department,
Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, Alabama, their conversation 'l
turned to the captioned organization. She had heard that
letters had been sent out to wvarious residents of Tuskegee,

- requesting their attendance at a meeting on or about
“Augiist 15, 1965, at Tuskegee, and soliciting membership in
this organization. Professor WARDY informed her that he

bad attended this meeting but he declined to discuss the
organization with her and did not admit actual membershipf f /)

I 4

/4

| - Bureau

| - New Orleans

| ‘ 2 ~ Mobile

1 CBC:iwd REC. g

(7 "B, T, Wied’ ‘

O ¢ SEP 119657 4

- Approve
Spe}ic%M in Charge




MO 157~1017

'
i

He did appear to have a sympathetic interest in the organiza-
tion. WARDY told her ‘to leave "the Deacons'" out of her
report on the results of her survey.

The Bureau has been advised previously of the
activities of Professor WARDY 4n connection with the
Tuskegee Institute Advancement Teague, a eivilirights .
actlon group at Tuskegee, Alabama, which has engaged in
picketing and demonstration for the past several months.

A summary letterhead memorandum on WARDY's c¢onnection with
this organization and his background has been submitted
recently also.

Efforts are being made through established source
and reliable informants to verify whether or not a chapter
of the Deacons is 1in existence .An the Tuskegee communlty.
Since this has mot been established no LHM is being
submitted.at thls time.

New Orleans Office, wlll advlse 1f informants
have knowledge ¢of a formation ©of a chapter of the Deacons
at Tuskegee, Alabama.

v
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% Information copies are being supplied to Jackson

SLIF{
-

» Transmit the following in — o\ A0 CONPALNED
(Tép(e)ﬁﬁ l eﬁﬁ Kf ° HIDETH IS KNCLASSIFIED
ATRTEL DEAT Ay T ~ ] EXCERT W}‘é{ E’SHOWN

SAC, NEW YORK (157-1542) (p) REC A
THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE A8 ~Jees77¢E
RN \

-

N

Re Newark airtel to New York, dated 9/10/65 and 0 M
ew York telephone call to Newark, 9/13/65. 4 yia :

nd New Orleans as New York is of the opinion ‘the captioned
nd "The Deacons for Defense and Justice" (DDJ) are one
Yand the same.

m .
Thils is to confirm re telephone conversation
between New York Supervisor RAYMOND J. RUCKEL and Newark
Supervisor W MC VEY during which Newark was requested b7D
to sendﬁ to the party to be held for the benefit

of the captioned at "The Place" 3.00 West 82nd Street,

NYC, on 9/18/65, at 10:00 p.m. & U

' For_the information of the Bureau, Jackson and 2P
New Orleans, ‘who has furnished rellable information, (
in ‘the past, advised SA JAMES R. LAUGHLIN on 9/8/65, that on
9/6/65, while at Camp Midvale, Ringwood, New Jersey, he
purchased a $2.00 ticket to the affair from JUANITA INU, a /
Negro female, 5'2", 110 1lbs., age 35 - 40, black hair and
dark brown complexjon. The ticket bore the statements
"Meet a Deacon' @6 L( . i ~
o eC-GopRB. N W(« | P\\) |
X M) frmaves
!
V

3=Bureau (RM)

08

-Newark (157-New) (RM) 'V
1-Jackson (INFO) (RM) \.( N
1-New Orleans (INFO) (RM) jﬂ‘ ﬁ‘* 1 SEP 15 105
1-New York % b’ 4
GAJ:pam \V

-r--x H

5 w
Y 2, 24?% ‘

UNRECORDED COPY FILED IN
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|
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Special Agent in Charge A ‘ ‘
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NY 157-1542 CONFIBENTIAL

For the information of the Bureau and other
recelving offices, though'there~i%,no Information to
indicate the organization 'is sponsoring ‘this affair,
the current Nep-York City Address~Telephone Directory
reflects thesWest Side Unified Action Council, phone

362-4954, 45 located at 100 WeST 82nd Street, NYC. i

! [gn 1/2/65, | reliavle, advised the(x‘/u b7D
i West Slde Unified Actlon Committee (WSUAC), 100 West 82nd

Street, NYC, was formerly known as West Side CORE.

The WSUAC has sponsored or co-sponsored
demonstrations, rallies and/or fund-raising affairs during
1965 with one oxr more of the following organizations:

The Upper West Side Du Bois Club
& Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee
e Mlississippl Freedom Democratic Party

0 1s of the opinlon this affair could possibly
ult of the trip to NYC in July, 1965 by ,
OMAS, a representative of the DDJ,and the meeting -
g “between 3 NYC Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM)
members and THOMAS in Jonesboro, Louisiana, during which

time the merger of the Deacons, RAM and the Organization

for Black Power was discussed. MAX STANFORD, NYC RAM
representative, told THOMAS, JESSE GRAY, the leader of the
Organlization for Black Power, is supposedly going to obtain
$30,000.00 and that THOMAS could obtain $10,000.00 of this
money. S‘I‘M&%Dk:did not say when or how GRAY 1s to obtain

i

this money.
BSS, NYCPD, advised.
LEADS
NEWARK
AT NEWARK, NEW JERSEY. Will submit IHM suitable
for dissemInation to Bureau With copies to Jackson, .ﬁ X,(

New Orleans and New York, re informant's attendance

NEW _YORK

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK;QA L1l cover through sources
and submit re sourceTs atte é;@}f

Ei‘?}ﬁDE?‘JTW'
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X UN‘ID STATES DEPARTMENT OF WFSTICE
. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

R

In Reply, Please Refer to ' Washington, D.C. '
File No. ' : September 9, 19656

ED e -y ——

On September 8, 1965, a confidential source who
has furnished reliable informationin the past, advised the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) as follows concerning .
the OBP meeting held in Detroit, Michigan, on September 4
and 5, 1965:

The meeting was originally planned to be a meeting
of the OBP "steering committee’ and would have been for a
small group. -However, Jdss Gray, National Director, OBP,
on his own initiative, ~doéided "to extend an invitation to
the Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM) of New York City.
RAM 1s described in the agpendix section, The end result
was a meeting of several hundred persons present at the
Detroit meetdng of OBP at 5028 Joy Road., Jesse Gray presided = .
at the September 4, 1965, meeting. A copy of the progranm is
attached. Among those present were members of: RAM from
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Detroit, Michigan; Chicago,
Il1linois; Cleveland, Ohio; Dayton, Ohio; and Portland, Oregon;
Northern_Student Movement represented by_Mr, Qtrickland of nLerso
Detroit, and some from New York' City; Deacons For Defense an
Justice represented by ErnestﬁThomas of Bogalusa,-houisiana,
"ASsociated Community Teams ‘(ACT) resentéd by Nahai}@ogersJﬁle

an y f hicago ACT7did. not| attend.  Reverend Albert_B.

Cleaque a Detroit minister who is campaigning for Detroit

”"ckp councilman, was also present, There were many young Negroes'
present who were reportedly members of RAM, Many individuals  P®
present refused to divulge their dentity, especially among b7¢C
those reported to be RAM members.| The RAM members had no

yisible leaders at the meeting. I_ D E170 17

ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER (onp) '

—aid wifé 6f Chicago, and Julius,WXHobson, Washingtbn,.D.C, ToL vs

Others present were: William R,YDavig] of the Freedom sdn
AqtionfCommittee, Philadelphi ennsylvania, ‘OBP meénber
anﬁC~James og ~wife /Grace oggs, 5 Detroity, Michigan...Lawrence-ég;——’

¢

weprmam————
The Saturday, September |4, 1965, evening session P)/(hk
\\ was called to order by James Boggs. Registration for delegétes
. was $1 per person, Boggs welcomed those present, and
extended his greetings to all, 1 :

ALL INFORCATIOY coniep S o

HEREIN IS UNC
DATE MASSIFIED

BY%/ 57 = 302«2——*l€é[

s "’ENCLOSURE /5‘7»29%4'-5 L




ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER

Jesse Gray, National Director, OBP, then spoke ' .
about the present poor economic' conditions of Negroes in '
the United States {US). Gray also stated many Negroes '

- were' against fighting.in the present conflict between
-, South Viet Nam and North Viet Nam in which the US is
x5 involved. - Gray attempted to counsel against the tearing-
up. and destruction of Selective Service cards carried by
young men eligible for duty in the armed forces of the
US. .This suggestion had-'come from an unidentified man,

. Ernest Thomas of the "Deacons For Defense and
Justice" of Bogalusa, Louisiana, was a guest speaker. He
talked about "Self Defense" as practiced by the "Deacons" .
in Louisiana, . Thomas voiced his opposition to the refusal . .
- to fight for the US in Viet Nam, He stated the "Deacons"

* hoped to protect themselves and other Negroes against any '
attacks by "white people'" in the South, Thomas stated the

+  "Deacons" have obtained guns for self'defense and have

| established "ham" radio stations to provide quick communication

, : for the "Deacons'. . He also urged those present to refrain

- from becoming involved in any riots or acts of violence,

Two unidentified male Negroes from Los Angeles
reported concerning the recent riot and destruction of a
great portion of Los Angeles. These men reported as follows:
The looting and shooting in Los Angeles was done by organized
gangs, not named, who had been ordered to shoot but not hit
anyone, One policeman was hit accidently. This occurred
as a result of 40-50 'young "kids'" shooting in the destroyed
area, The looting was also.done by organized gangs who :
looted block by block. The organizers were not mentioqed.
During the September 4, 1968, meeting, persons
reportedly .members of RAM urged that Negroes called for "
induction iAto military service, go to the local boards and .
tear up their Selective Service cards., These RAM members »
also indicated they believed the OBP was much too mild in '
dealing with the problems of housing, Jobs, education, and
police brutality as they concern the Negroes in the Us,

' RAM in Detroit reportedly has assembled 50 to 60
young Negroes eligible for induction into the US Armed Forces :
at the Wayne County, Michigan, induction center, They-are S




'~ Thise men - were.located by am~announcement made from' an: .

 September 8, 1965, that aNegro named General Baker, Jr.
‘September 10, 1965, in Detroit., Plans for sympathy

. ment, Hobson stated his position would result in .

" instances was that the OBP should not attend any conference

ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER

reported fowbe“rea&yfto"tear“upmtheir Selective: Service'
cards .when~called for induction-at-the' induction.center, -

automobile -which-had been-driven~around in the:"ghetto"

area' of Detroit. RAM-people also suggested that Negroes :

in the armed forces should refuse to follow orders of’ '
officers, - .- : .

: The first confidential source stated on
of Detroit, is to be inducted into the US Army on o, "

demonstrations protesting Baker's induction are planned

for Cleveland, Ohio, and New York City, but none will be ‘

held in Washington, D.C, ' ‘ ‘ A
Julius W, Hobson, Chairman of District of : -

Columbia (DC) ACT spoke concerning his desire to attend * ~ .

the future conference .President Lyndon Baines Johnson -

wants to hold with leaders of the ''Civil Rights" move-

maintaining a line of communication with representatives

of. the US Government interested in eliminating poverty,

and providing for the essential needs of the under : o,
privileged., The general feeling of those present in many

called by President ‘Johnson, as they feared further con-

tainment in the present Negro 'ghettos" of the large

cities in the United States. Hobson told the meeting he. _
would attend any conference called by President Johnson oo
if Hobson is invited. '

. Unidentified persons present critized the United

States Government's poverty program and called it a failure.
The OBP meeting on Sunday afternoon, September 5; "

1965, was presided over by Julius W, Hobson. The afternoon

was devoted to arguments for and against serving T "the

US armed forces in Viet Nam, opposition to fighting in the

Viet Nam conflict, refusal to fight in Viet Nam when ordered

to do so, and opposition to the present US poverty program,

During the afternoon session about fen young Negro
males carrying "M-1l" type rifles attempted to enter the meeting
place,. The first one was refused admission unless he ' '+ .




ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER

F saAaE -

disposed of his rifle. That man and the other rifle bearers
placed their rifles in a nearby automobile and came to the
meeting., ' There was one policeman directing traffic on a
nearby corner during the "rifle" incident, It was not learned
whether the rifles were loaded and who carried them.

The Sunday afternoon meeting adjoutned at about
3:30 p.m,, and_about ten persons went to dinner at the James
Boggs' home, ) Detroit., N

Later that afternoon a street rally sponsored by
RAM was held on 12th Street in,K eastern Detroit. Several
thousand people attended, apparently from the nearby slum
area, The speakers at the rally were Julius W, Hobson,
James Boggs, Jesse Gray, and Reverend Albert B. Cleage.
Hobson spoke about police brutality, poverty program needs,
and ‘the need for adequate employment.,

An unidentified male Negro of RAM stated at the
rally that no distiirbance was desired and he urged all to
attend the September 10 rally planned as a protest demon-
stration at the Fort Wayne Induction Station at Livernois
and Jefferson Streets in Detroit. He passed out handbills
advertising the rally. A copy of, the handbill is attached,
Unidentified‘men also passed out copies of the following.

' 1. .Booklét, 16 pages, entitled "The Los Angeles
War Cry", "published by RAM, .Black'Liberation Front of
the USA"., . o -'3 Py ﬁ

f

2. 'Booklet, 32 pages, captioned "Black America
Arm Yourselves For a War of Se¢lf Defense and Survival",
"published by RAM Black. Liberatlon Front of the USA",

3. "Black Vanghard, August 1965", a 59 page .
book, which can be subsgribed to at Black Vanguard, '
p -0, "502, Detroit 21, Michigan ;V’-'

Also available during the OBP meetings was a '
copy of a newspaper published by The Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee of California, entitled "The
Movement" dated July, 1965. 3,

% E

The first source also advised that Mr. Stricﬂland,
Detroit, Northern Student Movement was very. opposed to the
oy, ty F’ P “. 4
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ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER
RAM comments., This caused RAM members to try to éet
Strickland evicted from the meeting,

.Comments by an unidentified RAM member at the
OBP meeting indicated that RAM is the same as an organi-

. zation known by the letters ARM. .This individual stated

that RAM is known as ARM in some cities. .He did not name
the cities. . '

" The first Eource also learned that Julius Hobson
and William R, Davis, OBP members, had indicated during

private conversations, that they believed Jesse Gray made
‘a big mistake by inviting RAM to the OBP meeting in Detroit.
Their concern was based on the fact that RAM is not a

nember of the OBP and, therefore, should not have been
invited to a meeting.which was to be a "steering committee"
gathering, .Hobson and Davis were rather alarmed at the '
comments and attitude of the RAM .memhers present at the
OBP meeting. . Hobson and Davis are afraid that the OBP may
be taken over and dominated by RAM.

, The first source advised further that the OBP
will not participate in any acts of destruction of Selective

~

US .armed £6rces.

. Serwigce.cards or advocate insurrection’ by members of the

&

. ' .. The source also stated that William R, Davis
teaches in the. Philadelphia schools, -and is in close contact
with Negroes in the Philadelphia slum areas, .Davis is

. well regarded by these Negroes and-has good relations with

some Negro gangs "in Philadelphia.,  Davis has, arranged to
hold a fund-raising rally ‘inside a Philadelphia church on
Saturday, September 11, 1965, -Davis has organized a group
known as "Gangs Incorporated! and hopes to raise money to
enable the group.to help . éstitute Negroes, . Davis has
invited Jesse Gray, DicBﬁGregory,_anduJuliuS'W.‘Hobson :
to attend the rally and 'ma peeches, . D '
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" REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVEMENT

'
’

On November 3, 1964,Ia source made availablea ., .~
document entitled "The Revolutionary Action Movement Manifesto,"
the doeumont having been obtained by tho sourco from an o

. individual known to be a member of the Revolutionary Action
.. Movement (RAM), o
’ Ml& -

This document stated, in part, that nAg/was’Sfficially
organized in the Winter of 1963 by Afro-Amecpicans who support
tho revolutionary objectives of_Robert F,4<filliams, now
residing in Cuba, and his concept of organized violence to

achicve the liberation of the Afro-American pecople in the :
United States, This Manifesto disclosed that RAM had oriented ° ‘
its program to onc of cducation and political revolution and

the organization of a "black" political party with revolutionary -
objectives, having recognized the nced for a "black revolution' .
that could and would seize power, RAM philosophy is described

in this document as onc of revolutionary nationalism, that is, |,

one involving the struggles of the nonwhitc races of the world
against cxploitation and enslavement by -the white capitalist

and imperialist nations,

. Regarding Williams, it should be noted that on
August 28, 1961, a Federal warrant was issued at Charlotte,
Noxth Carolina, charging him with Unlawful Flight to. Avoid,

Prosecution for the crime of kidnapping. Subsequent to the

issuance of this warrant, Williams flcd the United States to

Cuba, wherc he now publishes a monthly newsletter entitled .
"The Crusader" from Havana,

- This source in September, 1964, advised RAM is
dedicated to the overthrow of the capitalist system in the
United States, by violence if necessary, and to its replacement

by a socialistic system oriented toward the Chinese communist
interpretation of Marxism-L ninism, RAM is entircly nonwhite ‘ ]
+ . in-membership, clandestine in nature, and owes 1its primary
" allegiance to the "Bandung World," that is, the nonwhite races f
of thg‘world rather than to ‘any national entity;. as such, , ;




" with Freeman's leadexship has arisen,
ever, he remains the titular Jleadexr of RAM,. i

i

’ On November 16, 1964, a sccond source advised he
lcarned rccently f£xom an RAM member that the organization
began4in Detroit, Michigan, largely undex the impetus of
Doﬁ?&?ﬁeman dcscrxbed as the "Father" of RAM and referred to .
as”RAM* “Blﬂck Stalin." Freeman sexrved as RAM Chairman, with
Maxwoll Stanford, now of Now, York City, formexly of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, serving as RAM Field Chairman,

This source stated 'in May, 1965, there has bcen no
formal headquarters, as such, for RAM but that headquarters
have been with Freeman since he has played such a dominant role
in the leadership of and has dirocted the policies and activities
of the. organizatlon. = , .

3 .
K
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-
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Within recent nmonths, according to the second source,
dissension within RAM has become evident and some dissatisfaction
So far as is known, how- -

To date, according to the second source in May, 1965, -
RAM has organized units and nembership in several of the larger
cities in the United States east of the Mississippi River and
the organization is currently active in attempting to recruit
new members and expand its sphere of influence,
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' the othex thugs), must take us for stone fools. N IR R T
if they think black people will serve as cai= b ‘

non folder for the Hitler type war wachine S IR

' cesigned to wercilessly slaughter Asians in - oy 0
. Vietnan, v 1 ke
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Texas

ToHelp

Arm Negroes |

nikAUS’I‘IN — (AP) — Mark

fein, Cornell University stu-
tent, said today a group be
ing orgamzed to aid the

He said the Deacons have

called * Committee to Ald
the Deacons,” Klein said. He
sald It will raise money for the
Deacons.

Klein, who fs In Austin for
the summer, is the spokesman
for the group.

Erasroivn

o omtv—

Group Formed

oons for Defense and J —
2s an armed"
;Negro selt-defense group.

chapters in Louisiana, Alabamn
and Mississippl.
The Austih group will be . .

¢
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T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-3022) EEP 4 '91965"
FROM: SAC, WFO (157-583)

ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER (OBP)
RACIAL MATTERS - -
(00:NY) .
3 ~ Bureau (Enc. 8)
D - Chicago.(157-678) (Bnc. 5) (RM)
1 - . ) (LAWRENCE LANDRY)
(@ ) (RAM)
a1 - ) (ACT)
o a - ( ) (N2¥A% ROGERS)
- Cincinnati (Enc. RM). .
8 - 157-628;’ ) b DEAcCOMNS OF DEF ENSE
2 - Cleveland (Enc. 2) (RM) AVD :TUSTICE, l Ne-
(1 - 157-393) .. —
(1 - ) (RAM)
5 = Detroit (Enc. 5) (RM)
1 - 157-958 . '
1 - ) .(GRACE BOGGS) b6
i1 - D) (JAMES BOGGS) b7C
Q- ) (RAM)
(1T - ) (Rev. ALBERT CLEAGLE)
2 - Los Angeles (Enc. 2) (RM) . Do
3 - New Orleans (Enc. 3) (RM)
(1 - ) (ERNEST THOMAS) "
(1 - ) (Deacons for Defense and Justice)

2 - New York (Enc, .2).(RM) . -
(1 - 157-1469) e
, (1 - )g(JESSE GRAY) b7C
4 - PhiladeIphia (Enc. 4) (RM) .
1 - 157-1508)

L (- ) (WILLIAM DAVIS)
6" (1 - ) (RAM)
g (1~ ) (Freedom Action Committee)
2 - Portland (Enc. 2) (RM)
(1 - . ) (oBP)
ik 0o s T2 Y68
(1 - 157-583) (OBP) NOT nEGOBDEB
Gl Bes T
gy s i T} INFORrUiATiO ACOTAED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
5 () SEAIRTELgE5 S DATE 7 (£ _BY ﬁ%g/y
?n/ Wif Xy,aZéé
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WFO 157-583

ReNYtel, 9/1/65; reWFOairtel and LHM, 9/2/65;
reWFOtel, 9/2/65 reCGtel, 9/8/65.

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of an
LHM regarding an OBP meeting attended by b7D
in Detroit, Michigan, on 9/4,5/65. LHM copies being sent
as follows: Chicago, 5; Cincinnati, 2; Cleveland, 2;
Detroit, 5; los Angeles 2,; New Orleans, 3; New York, 2;
Philadelphia, 4; Portland, 2.

[ _ | furnished the LHM information b7D

to SA HILMER H, KREBS on 9/8/65. On 9/8/65,[ | furnished

SA KREBS the copies of the booklets and attachments. Inasmuch
as WFO has no knowledge whether New York may have copies

of the booklets and SNCC newspaper, no copies were made due

to the large number of pages which would need to be copied.

ggo wi%l maintain these booklets in the 1A serial of WFO

7-58 .

The confidential source in the LM is [ | b7D

It is believed that [ | identity as a

source should be treated as cemfidential in view of the
possible danger existing if[ | were disclosed as having
helped the FBI.

[::::::]expressed great concern regarding the
future of the OBP. He was disgusted, and voiced it, regarding
JESSE GRAY'f affron in having invited RAM to the Detroit b7D
meeting., stated he was shocked at the arrogant
attitude displayed by the reported RAM members at the OBP
meeting. He advised that the attempt by the group of about
ten men, each carrying an "M-1" Army rifle, to enter the meeting
frightened[ | He was blaming JESSE GRAY for showing
poor leadership in the OBP, |jstated WILLIAM R, DAVIS
of Philadelphia is also very concerned about. JESSE GRAY's.
apparent lack of leadership qualities. | stated that
| is giving serious consideration to terminating his
affiliation. - with the OBP as he is afraid that some
irresponsible individual or individuals may do something
which could touch off a riot at some future date. Such an
act would give the entire "Civil Rights" Movement a most
unfavorable reputation, one that would destroy most of the
progress made to the present. stated he wants to
woxrk for 'rights" for Negroes but not where there may be a
chance of violence.

-2 -




WFO 157-583 -

[::::::]stated that he hopes to discuss the b7D

future of the OBP with DAVIS and JESSE GRAY on 9/11/65

in Philadelphia, [ |will then decide whether he will
.continue to work with the OBP. He hopes to convince

GRAY that [ | method of moving slowly is desirable.

[ lpraised the efforts of President LYNDON B, JOHNSON

in attempting to obtain for all Negroes the.rights that
~“have been denied them in the past.

Copies of the LHM being disseminated locally
to Secret Service, OSI, MDW, DIO-NDW.

. On 9/8/65, [ Imade available a copy of b7D
a resolution submitted by ‘the OBP at the 9/5/65 meeting

in Detroit. Only three or four were given out by the OBP
leaders, | | stated he objected vigorously to the

contents of the resolution but was not able to have more
moderate language used. In view of the limited distribution:

it was deemed advisable to omit it from the LHM, A copy

of the resolution is attached to this airtel.

H

WFO has no characterizations for:

Northern Student Movement
Freedom Action Committee
Deacons for Defense and Justice:
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Tha war in Victnma is a counter-rovolutionary twar of tho U*zi"ood Statos

-

Govorrzent,y soo%:ir.g to douinate tho politic 1, social and cconcxice stmotur'-

of 21 Viotnan and roady to dostroy tho uholo werld if it connot bully, beat

N .
or bard it into sulmiscicn. ?ﬂ.i., cour ’cor-rovolz.tio*mxy var has. not:*'*'r to do

with waich presic:cnt has beon, ricsat have teon or my bo olocted, vhothor tids

uuuuu *’f"‘bc msonho'.ro Yennody, Jounsen, Goldwater, o evmona yot mhomldcd, but ~m

fron tho structura of the Ararioan ayshon it...elf videh is basod upon oxploltaticn -

. and thoroi‘oro cannot cmmt with tho liberation struzgles of th@pooplos of *

i

the vk world whoce prosent’ ctate of uwnderdovolopent is the diroct rocult of

| tholr super-cxploitation yesterday and today. B o e

Tharo 15 no nogotiation with countor-revolution;, it is not sufficient

to *ro;,e.,t against it. Thore is cnly ono way to combat cou)nt;r-ravolx,xtiomry

poer ond that ismith vovolutionary powors

. ‘ & ) L
Today it is Viotnan, Santo-Demingo and Cuza e Asia and Jatin Aprica,

unito
Tomerreor 2s the powlos o£' tho African continont lmgim bo ostabl..,a ‘:.heir .

o :*:.'olutiomry power in hoadecnt clash with the countorerovolutionary forcos

, ‘ a%t hoze ard abroad C
of Scuth Africa ond Rhodosia, it will b £frica. But avoryshiors it is colored . :

=xeosles vho aro tho e:ae"zim, i‘o*cos of world rovolution in hoad-on clash uith

the governzent of ~
/| tho United Statos bec\.u.,o it is thc colorod pooples of the world who havo been .




. . ‘ 2. 0' t
damed by supar-oxsloitaticn. | ., e
‘ in the Uaited States
Tas Organdaation fer Black Power/docleres its colidarity with-thozo
cuxerging rovalutiaiery forcos and 4ts determinaticn Lo sork with Yiweo forcos

S

v+ 3n theory and in practics, Wo declors thal wmddzwdt the ocis of Black |

rothers shall not rigk thoir 1ivos Yo.cpead the X&U-in Srmidedtindneo Yietumn

e

er aay part of asia, Africa or Lalin lnmoricn and eail vpon.our poumls Lo

Trosdon - '
Join the dwomdzZng Avay for Black Pooplo &t modidsz and the struggle for

tlack powor cn this continant, : Coo
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San Antonio, Texas. . August 31st., 1965

To Mr. J. Edgar Hoover ,
| ﬁFederal-Bureau of Investigation . Jzﬂﬂé
1, Wasgington, D. C. J?/‘

Deaxr Mr. Hoover;

The enclosed clipping is alarming because of the seeming laxity of
the law in permitting this Orhanization of Negros to arm,

For self -~ defense? Never in the history of our country has so much
progress foxr the Negro been accomplished as now.

Anti ~ Castro Communists xefugees from Cuba, endeavoring to accu-
mulate arms for the purpose Of'regaining their country, have been
arrested and their arms confiscated by the law, and, there have been
accounts in the Press of Anti-Communists Organizations being arrested
fur having a cache of arms, yet, this Negro Organization openly arms
without xestraint.

Copies of this clipping have been sent to President Johnson and Texas
Governoxr Comnelly with the above comments, excusing anonynity, by
stating that, one fears to sign their signiture since 'our sweed
land of liberty' has come to such a sad state of affairs, one may

ratcad A i AN AR

ENVELOPE ATTACIED/

LR AP vy

iﬁf have their tongue cut out for expressing an honest opinion.

b Thank you Sir, for having given the matter your attenrion.
) f
a” United States Citizen. }ifa

P, 8. Suggestion to our President to quell xiots was deportation
for the Leaders and Killers,
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UNITED STATES .VERNMENT | ‘

Memorandum
DIRECTOR, FBIX :gﬂhﬂﬂ%&ﬁiIﬂﬂgéﬂijTE} 9/22/65

SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1008)

D) \
THE _DEACONS 'FOR DEFENSE - C e

RM

Re Newark AT and LHM dated 9/20/65,

Reference to all available publications, maps,
postal guides, etc. fails to disclose a Harpers Ferry,
Maryland. Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, is just across
the Maryland line and source in referenced airtel could
have meant the affair in honor of John Brown to be held
at the West Virginia loca‘t::i.on.(ﬂixw*1

Enclosed for Pittsburgh office is a copy of
referenced airtel and letterhead memorandum.

( 2)- Bureau

1 - Newark (157-1992)
2 - 'Pittsburgh (Encl. 2)

1 - Baltimore
crass NEGR kT &P
REASON 12 FeROXY!
,_,m'l‘t’gr?"xg 2
-/

BFN:ers .
(6)
.UAI _} BV u“ [ aaR ,\r,

" eRbETIAL

I i.
4 U.S. Savings Bonds Reguldrly on the Payroll Savings Plan

\ -7

0 SEP 281955




E lasol e ICATI0N ANTHUETITY DERIVED FROM: .
I sUTORATIC DECLASSIZITATION GUINE 1 ﬁ% q b6

ATE nsmzamme TN By |:| . . B b7
U“X,‘E‘D STATES DEPARTMENT OI“JSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
In Reply, Please Refer to Newark, Hew Jersey

File No. .
September 20, 1965

CONFIBENTIAL (1

THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE Qﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ:
RACIAL MATTERS el

h«p‘] o () Q4
A source advised on September 20, 196§ﬁﬁ%égt,o
Saturday, September 18, 1965, a party to benefit*the
Deacons for Defense was attended from about midnight,
Septerber 18, 1965, to.about 4 a,.n,, September 19, 1965.
The party was_beld at 100 West C2nd Street, first floor,
- New York City. 1) .

About 200 - 250 persons were at the party which
consisted of drirking and dancing., The only persons known
. Dby name were Juanita (last name unknown), who is a Negro
female, 5!2" tall, 110 pounds, age 35-40, black hair, dark
brown complexion; Bill (last name unknown), the bartender,
male, of Cuban or Puerto Rican descent, 5!'10'" tall, 160 pounds,
daxrk brown hair, near olive complexion, clean-shaven, angular
face; and Bertha (last name unknown), Negro female, age
around 30, height 5!'8", 135 pounds, medium brown complexidn.Z§§in

J

¥

. A group of wonen appeared to be sponsoring this
party, The group consisted of five white women and eight
Negro women, They had various duties, One of them

A announced that the party had made a profit of over $400{¥/
After the party broke up, a group of ninemen and b6
seven women went to | s b7C

New York City. This appeared to be the apartment of
Bill (last name unknown), the bartender, and one of the
women who was in charge of the party.f?é[.m)

At theapartment, Bill remarked that mrties are
held every Saturday at 100 ¥West 82nd Street, New York
City, to raise money for various causes,; The impression
was received that money was raised mainly for civil rights
activity \S) 1

Bill also remarked that he intended on September 19,
1965, to go to Harper's Ferry, Maryland, to arrange for§§§{<§§

CLASS. & EXT. BY
REASON -~ FCIM 11,
DATE OF REVIEW
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THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE ¢ AL

some affair to be held there on December 4, 1965, in honor

.0f John Brown, Bil dicated he would make this trip
later in the week, - ?t

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
It 1s the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not-
to be distributed outside your agency.
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DECLEESIZICATION RUTHERTTY DERTUVED TR
R AUMMCMATIE RO ASSTET AT I Date:
: 9/20/65

| DATE 08-23-2018 | —

Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or:code)

Via.__AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI _ s

FROM:  SAC, NBYARX (157-1992) (RUC)

‘SUBJECT: THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
RACIAL MATTERS

e

<R
E7 :
WGKO dsl :J.dﬂl
S 048ISO ‘INO 'ISOV AONAOY

“xg

Re New York airtel to the Bureau dated 9/14/65,

MY0J MOH

- Enclosed for the Bureau are eight coples of letter~
‘head memorandum captioned as. above, Enclosed for Baltimore
.and ‘New York are two copies of letterhead memorandum,
Enclosed for Jackson and New Orleans is one copy each of
lettexhead memorandum‘

AYU0S JrIva

a

No copy of referenced communication was sent to

Baltimore,
The source referred. to in the letterhead memorandum
g isl — 1, who.has furnished reliable information in b3
the past: A written report was obtained from the informant b7D
** by .SA- JAMES R, LAUGHLIN on 9/20/65, which report will be b7E
filed in Newark File . This was the first time

this informant attended any affair. at 100 West 82nd St.,
New York City, and, consequently, di t know any of the
individuals by their complete name. -0 ,

For the information of Baltimore, The Deacons.
for Defense and Justice (believed to ‘be identical with et
captioned organization) are a militant Hegro civil rights s
group who have vowed to fight theyXu, ‘{lux Klan gtg / é /Z[ §/ ‘
'physical violence,, if necessaryMgFl! Z

@— Bureau (Encs. 85@; REC- 671} \&\ec LHM 1 SEP 21165

.2 = Baltinpre, (Encs. %
1 - New Orleaﬁxs s(Enc. ‘(Info): '808 RB . — —
1 - Jackson (Enc, 1) '(1d %gg .. A
B e &) 7’
. ’ W b3
b7D

s u -
(; Sent ’- BTE
c c s ) 12) Special AgentIn Cha (/i @Bﬂmﬁﬁ \ij




For the additional information of Baltimore,
New York in re airtel advised that the West gideUnified
Action Council (WSUAC) is located at 100 tlest 82nd St.,
New York City, according to the current New York City " b7D

Address Telephone Dixectory. The VWSUAC was formerly known
as Yest Side CORE, Egource: | |on 1/2/65 - reliableikg%jﬁ@m
The VSUAC has sponsored or co-sponsored demonstrations,
rallies, and/or fund-raising affairs during 1965 with one
or more of the following organizations:

The Upper West Side Du Bois Club

The Student llon-Violent Coordinating Committee

The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party

LEADS

‘BALT IMORE.

At Harpers Ferry, Md.: Identify the planned affair
on 12/4/65 in honor o % OyN, mentioned in enclosed
LHM and advise the Bureau, i)

NEW YORX
At New York City, New York: Attempt to identify

BILL (LY), ‘mentioned in enclosed L:M and .advise Bureau,
Baltimore, Jackson, New Orleans and Newark.




PRI6 (Rey, 5022-6¢) :.. " ‘ "
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FBI
Date: 9/22/65

|
|
[
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
i
Transmit the following in :
|
|
|
L

, (Type in plaintext or code)
' ‘Vig ___AIRTEL AIR MAIL
, {Priority)
6%{} TO :  DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)
‘FROM : SAC, SAVANNAH (157-731) (r) - '
< , " REC
, SUBJECT: ~DEACONS OF DEFENSE_AND.JUSTICE,- INC.,
aka ,
RM » \ ‘

Re Savannah letter, 9/15/65.

On 9/14/65*ALA§iﬁURQDS andeEONARDﬁsAVIDMAN,'CORE
field workers at St. Georgé,, S. C., a SRRSO Chapters
of this organization have been formed in ‘the St. George, S. C., !
area but that if harassment of civil rights workers in ‘this ‘
area does not come ‘to a halt, they believe a chapter will be
formed.

I

They claimed ‘that several people whom they refuse to
identify have asked questions concerning this organization. The,
questions they claimed were asked of.ﬂzuﬂxg§2§g¥§%2éaégLU lawyer
in St. Georgé;, S..C., on 9/13/65, They also claim hey

were not at liberty to divulge the advice given these people
by DiSUVERO.

: This matter will be followed closely to determine
if a chapter is formed in this area. qfk
{f(

el
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0-1 (Rev. 3-35-64) , ; : - . .
"UNITED-STATES GO@E.NMENT PR \ 4

Memorandum 97
10  : SAC, __LOS ANGELES (Your fie_157-1184 ) 1y, 9/23/ 65
FROM  : iDirector, FBI,(Bufile and Serial __197-2466 /D m and
r L .Room No’m ’ﬁgm
’,! \—‘/ (For SOG use
SUBJECT: . ‘DEACONS :OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 7 only)
mllhkb -
TA\LL !!V Qu 'nrrropl CONTA'NED
HEREHS 35750 |

01 Buﬁles indicate thxs case is delmquent “Give ME&M@BM %%/

& _ReBulet 8/17/65.

airtel In| Jetterhead memo [‘_’] submitted & 4277 W 4 ,an;A &
é 2 DATE [J report Wé’ tosob
. Xletter [J 90-day progress letter  XJ -will be submitted i e
Reporting employee.

‘[0 8. If-valid reason exists for not submxttmg report at'thls tlme, state reason specxﬁcally and
‘when report will. be submitted.

XX .4.‘Status of Appeal‘ 0 Inquiry 3{'5 Investxgatxon [:] Prosecutxon
O airtel {3 letterhead memo ¢8 \i _’Qt Mo o)
; ' O 5. Submit [J report ‘0th % "“') e m . i
J letter [J 90-day progregs lette i SAAE

sital i (DateWd
né-on-to “'%eml‘m-ca&e file.)
e/ |

(Place reply hereon and return to Bureau. Note receipt‘&‘nd"a‘c"j:lﬂ;ol

V.8, GOVERNMENT PRINYING OFFICE; 1964+Q-738-077
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01 (Rev, 3-5-64) . ”

UNITED STATES-GYPERNMENT .- fa ¢ l'
Memorandum g
F@, : SAC, .. CHARWOTTE _ (Your file /5 7 _) DATE: ?/2Ey65
o .=
Tm;i . Director, FBI (Buile and Serial 157-2466 =

ost in ﬁle and

(For SOG use
SUB]ECT e DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE only)

| = RACIAL MATTERS

01 Buﬁles mdlcate this case is delmquent vae specific reason ior delinquency.

urtel 9/13/65 captioned PROPOSED VOTERREG

"%%:MONSTRA 0N, PLYMOUTH, WASHINGTON COUNTY;N:C~58

[ airtel O letterhead memo
‘K] 2. DATE [ report
X letter [0 90-day progress letter

‘Reporting employee .. .

{3 8. If valid reason exists for not submxttmg report at thisjti
when report will be submitted

¥ S e A=
4. Status of ] Appeal C] ,Inquiry [j(lnvestxgatxon ] Prosecution  °
L ”
O airtel (] letterhead memo: to verify presence of "Deacons

O 5. Submit 7] report allegedly sent to Plymouth N.C,
0 letter '{J 90-day progressletter by from Atlanta, Ga. :

(Date)

(Place reply hereon and return to Bureau. Nokel?ege% ATJ&;O;I:QQMM‘ bptop serial in case file.)

764 | s ¥ SIFIED
Az s b AR
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FBI
Date: 9/16/65

(Type in plaintext or code)

E ,f (Priority) N
M- / DIRECTOR, FBI (157-24606) Gﬁ
' : SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413) (RUC) ’;

* O DEACONS OF DEFENSE. AND_JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTER o

Ll ;
B, , Re San Antonio Airtel to the Director
L/ 8/28/65. , .
,;(’/ Enclosed herewlth for the Bureau are 8
¥ copies of lLetterhead memorandum on captioned matter
suitable for dissemination.
Copies of this Letterhead memorandum are k
being submitted locally to OSI, ONI, INTC, and U.S.
: Secret Service.
SA T=1 is | L
| , Austin,
Texas, who had regquested that his name be kept confldential,
I 4inasmuch as the information furnished by him was obtained
from a confldential dAnformant,
AGENCY: ACSK ONI . SERRic-l e 244 é -
LEADS DE
?‘ DATE FORW- .113 ,
i\ “ “'i \e\ \~4 AT ITHACA, NEW YORK R
N ! : t) b
AR’ x Yy Verify residence of MARK KLEIN and DOUGLAS
M ;; HA,:ENLI E.
tﬁ., One copy of this Airtel and LHM desiqnated

' for Houston for -informat 4inasmuch as DOUBLAS HAINLX
resides within the Houstow/ Division,

: NCLOSURE AL INFORMATIC! SONTAINED
§ Q}?ﬁii‘é“ém“?}%ﬁ%fg ©HEREINISUNCLI~*'TIED

m

1

- 2-Albany (Encl 2) ’ S
v San Antonilo (1-157 13 § -157-&11&) GWHC/c.jh (20)
EAgyr
\

ﬁg! ! M P
) d:"psgm!em in Charge “

JU"J
16




In Reply. Please Refer to
File No.

f

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
San Antonio, Texas

September 16, 1965

' DEACONS OF DEFENSE -AND .JUSTICE

.

- ™ T Im

Yovwe Soc hlisT (BREVE

Oﬁ~Augu§E'19, 1965, the registrar's office,

Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, revealed &h following
information concerning MARK LE EIN. praRI=ZKLEIN

Records reveal that KLEIN was born on |,

. Brooklyn, New York, registered in the College of

Arts and Sciences in ‘the fallof 1962, He was admitted

from Erasmus Hall High School. Brooklvn. New Vawlk Hio
residence at thet time was
Current address was noted as
rk.— Parent or guardian is identified as
[}

-JAC LEIN of Brooklyn, New York. :

Records of the Proc?ox anngll‘unixnnsibz_]reveal
that MARK KLEIN was placed on on |

May. 26, 1965 |

Thls actlion was a result
; S aemonstration, along.with 63 other students,
on May 17, 1965, at Barton Hall, Cornell University, of

the ROTC Presidential Review. Stated purpose of the

demonstration, according to the Proctor, was to protest

‘the ROTC as an arm of ‘the Government for propagandistic

subversion of the free education essential for the
democratic process in the United States as an arm of
the United States military policy.

The records of the Albany Office reveal KLEIN
is a member-of the '"Young Socialist League , ' Cornell
University" -and the "Ad Hoe¢ Committee on Viet Nam.at
Cornell”, The Young Socialist League at Cornell University,

raccording to their own published pamphlet, 4s described as

1 ’ = ALL INFORMATIOCT:ITAINED;
HEREIN IS UNCLA™""FIZD
DATE 417250 BY i
SI-24¢¢¢ - (9
"ENCLOSURE

|

!
—~ L3 .
’ a ‘ J" ’ ’
. . .
B . .

4

bé
b7C

b6
b7C




DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

"a political group organized around the viewpoint that the
problems facing the world will be solved only through socialism,
the transfer of economical and political power to the working
class and in basic opposition to Capitalism and Communism,"

Mr., LOWELL GORGE, Proctor, Cornell University,
Ithaca, New York, characterized the "Ad Hoc Committee
on VietnNam at Cornell" as a student,group organized
in the spring of 1965 for the purpose of protesting U.S.
intervention in Viet Nam. They have sponsored demonstrations
on and -off the campus and KLEIN has been active in these
demonstrations. . ‘ -

On September 14, 1965, San A;Epdfo T-1-informed
that MARK KLEIN, accompanied by DOUGLA HAINLINE, left
Austin on or about August 31, 1965, to return.to Cornell
University, Ithaca, New York., T-1 advised that it was

unde INE were to reside at
h.New York,
—_—
‘T-1 also advised that while KLEIN was.in Austin,
‘Texas, KLEIN purchas 65 millimeter .Argentina Mauser b6
Rifle, serial pumberTf;:::ﬁ T-1 stated: that .he assumed b7cC
that this rifle was still in KLEIN's possession., :

The August 8, :1965, issue of the San-Antonio Light,
a daily newspaper in-San Antonio, Texas, carried:an article
datelined Austin, Texas, stating that Mark Klein, a Cornell
University student, is responsible for the formation of the
Committee to Aid the Deacons, the purpose of which. is to aid:
"the Deacons for defense and justice." Klein: described the
"Deacons" as "an armed Negro self defense :group." .,

This document contains neither recommendations. nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property.of the FBI and.
is loaned to your agency;. it and its contents are not.to
be distributed outside your agency.

b6
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE X ‘

) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to ‘ :
e Mo San Antonio, Texas

September 16,'1965

Title ZDEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

' Character -

H

b
i

. Reference

Letterhead Memorandum dated and
* titled as above

\ A1l sources '(except any 1isted ‘below) whose
identities

are concealed in referenced communication .have
furnished reliable information in the past,

i

1

This document contains nelther recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned

to your agency; it and its contents are.not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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FD-36 (Rev, $+22-64) : : T : My, TolS0n vorrm
L A - A ji . 1 0l80:
Y oo, | . ‘. ie e Mr. B:*l.”:‘,("mt..,...:»
Ll L - ! P : . . I “‘Ijlk 1‘.[ T !
- ) , DENE
Fgl o L
. a0 )
Date: 9/21/65 :\11‘», ST

Meo Goe

Transmit the following in ‘
4 (Type in plaointext or code)

3 4 4

Via._____AIRTEL AIR MAIL Mr, Trotter.
' , (Priority) t ,_'I:Igle. goomw
hhhhhhhh A v fosta, Sote - i e oo o il WS > Mot SN Bnts ap Mot St .--ALL I‘ “;:QEE&" M@?L%’:": 1 b !fE- -21}2{5"-"-:"4; o
/ ' HEm T 70 1 G AR m,%w% Misy Gandymal.
0 DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)'.. 37 30-20 L fpapere. . |
\ ' 39/
* SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (157-573) 147 »v//

-£~//,, % | ' |
| | sumad@“\é., DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., aka A0 i
RM R\ ) A 2;. ) .
‘ R/ A /’/ 4 § 1

Re New Orleans airtel to Bureau dated 8/%/65: 7, J-ﬁ
y

< f k

Investigation on 8/9/65 determine that telephone No! ''slp5
567-5929, the number set forth in re airtel where THOMAS could ¥ ,
be reached until 8/6/65 is listed tb .. _.. the San Francisco Chap-|{. —
ter of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE).

A telephone call to the CORE office determine that
EARNEST THOMAS was not in town and further that THOMAS was not
expected back in the San Francisco Area for some unknown time. A
This time was stated to be some months in the future. THOMAS! '
present whereabouts are unknown to San Francisco. San Francisco /. ;

was unable to interview THOMAS as it ds believed that he left ~ ‘|f -
the Bay Area prior to receipt by San Francisco of referenced

airtel.

Enclosed 4is an IHM with eight coples for the Bureau and
three coples for New Orleans which set forth THOMAS' known
activities in the San Franclsco Bay Area. Sources used in the IHM
are as follows:

abe ¥ L
 B0S KB

- Bureau (Encls. 8)(RM)
3 - New Orleans (Encls. 3)(RM)

:D;b*;;f IIS%’.‘%“?S? (CORE) 27 ";é.fféé:" 4 7'
18] “VENCLOSURE L™ g, sep 20 s, |
‘ ( atecduoliTely, Foy B0 -lﬂg‘ﬂm:g*geb,

—— —#Wﬂmﬁ

'AGENCY: ) , . ' |
ATE FO %%Lﬁ_. grnty NI 4 Ez’f/l&/

D : (- . o : —

HOW-FOR-A-—==rs é’n}lz = 7 —

BY: ey e I H

Approved: M Per

'55 Gut S




SF 157-573
JD/pjd

s

| First |
| [who furnished information to SA RICHARD A.
MC INTOSH
(Uﬁyecona
| — | who furnished dinformation to SA BURNEY
THREADGLLL, JR.

b7D




U‘ED STATES DEPARTMENT OFQUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

#

In Reply, Please Refer to '
File No. San Francisco, California

September 21, 1965

Y sk : p
oscmssmm;) BY__.épjtg Y Le
o8 3-2 o _

(7 ‘7Mbﬂﬂ
T . "
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
QHrhhy /L

4 Lévsource advised on July 26,~196§;]that Earne 'Thomasgg;)
Vice Prestdent and Chief Organizer of the Deacons of Defense an
Justice, spoke at a reception held on July 24;=19657~at~3219"Ellis
St., Berkeley, California. This meeting was sponsored by the
‘Berkeley Chapter~of*thHe Congress of Racial Equality (CORE).

fg&is source advisqé]that‘Thomas.said he was in the are
to raise nds. Further, that the current principal aim of the
Deacons is to ‘bring full time membership into their organization.

He indicated that the Deacons are a non-political organi-
zation and that the organization has been briefed by other civil
rights groups to avoid any political organization of any type. The
'Deacons as individuals or as a .group do not participate in civil
rights demonstrations in the south but patrol Negro areas of towns
to protect Negroes when troublemakers come into those areas. Thoma:
indicated that an effort was made by the Deacons to screen out R
"hotheads”" who would be apt to cause unnecessary trouble. The San
‘Francisco Chronicle, a daily newspaper published in San Francisco,
set forth an interview of ‘Ernest Thomas in its July 25, 1965 issue.
Copies of this article are atfached for information. '

wgé second source advised. on July 24, 1965;Zthat'Earnn°{g>
Thomas on a regional tour to raise funds. Further, that he was

in the San Francisco Bay Area on July 25, 1965, and spoke at a rall

CLASS. & EXT.
REASON - FCIM 1
DATE OF REVIEW

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of
. the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your B
° A”Lagency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your

°Qagency. ENCL({S{R%}"’ >/ 6L — é’ 7
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'DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.

CONF I DAéy& TIAL

/ .
held at the Macedonia Baptist ChﬁrchL 2135 Sutter Street, San
Francisco, on this date. This sourcé reported that the purpose of
this tour is to set up 'Friends of the .Deacons."

o - The "Sun Reporter”, a weekly newspaper published in San
Francisco, which is directed toward the Negro population, in the
San Francisco Bay Area, set forth in its August 7, 1965 issue that
a fund raising reception for Earnest (Chilly Willle) Thomas,
Regional Vice President and Director of Organization of the Deacons
of Defense and Justice, was held at the "Sun Reporter" Building,
1366 Turk Street, San Francisce on August 5, 1965.

‘ ~ The sponsors were set forth as a group of concerned Bay
Area Negro citizens to raise . fundsincader to furnish bail in the
amount of $13,000 for 18 persons who are now in jail in Jonesboro,
Louisiana. )

CONFIDMNTIAL

i\‘
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e civil rights battle in
the South may soon turh
fnto a war fought with
weapons of violence if N¢-
groes there are not givea

rotection by local law en-
orcement agencies, an an-
gry young man warned

Zf\ EiavA
A d .,,‘;;) ‘ y

such weapons of warfare as)

\

machine guns. .
“I wish they did,” hg said.

OWN WAY
Asked if the Deacons would
lay down their arms i re-
quested to by the many other
Civil Rights groups which
preach and practice a differ-
ent method of achieving

[N

his Arry--The

™ l ~r
Deceons

*We hope it won’t be neces-
| sary to have an organizafion|
.such as the Deacons in 1il(;e‘
[ future,” Thomas said, “If dve!
get the protection we hopefl-
1y might be able to disband in
a couple of years or sooner,”

Thomas will speak here atg
4 p.m, today at the Macedo-
nia Baptist Church at a fund-.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

#

- .

raising rally sponsored by,
various San Francisco civil

’ 2

here lqst week.

The prevalent philosophy of
non-violehce, said Ernest
\'ghomas, §s not shared by
¥

equality, Thomas said:
“They:can come down and
play ron-violence with those
rednecks -all they want , . .
we who live down there have
our own way of handling
! ) things.” '
2%30033 for Justice and De- Byt the Deacons would nev-

hose Negroes who have §,F, Chronicle
ined together in an armed .

Jrdbtherhood known as the

San Francisco,

€. f t, - .
fohse, .-er start a war, Thomas as ) Calif.

I

| Faemaiete

| ‘We don’t intend to turnfserted. :
{ [ the other cheek,” Thomas| “We are not violent people.
i | said. “Only a fool does thﬁtt." as some Southerners migh
‘ Thomas, 32, is a vice presis rhave 'you think ,\. . we be-*
% dent and ong of the founders lieve in live and let live—so
| of the Deacons, which was g‘?eg as we ave Jeft alone to
‘lquietly formed some 14 < ‘
i “gnonthi ago in Jonesboro,| . “But if we are attacked we
| | La., and today claims “asub-iwill: defend ourselves, either
| irdividually ‘o as a whole
‘ . « » even if it means dying.

i

1

7-25-65
Final

Date:
Edition:
Avthor:
Editor:

s

stantial membership,”
* “We don't give out any ex-
‘act figures,” he said. “The;

ARRESTS

less the other side kmows: «we will submit Peacefun.;,'

Chas, deYoung

PR 1
M think one of us is going to Yo W’ "’ “THRIEL O]
plined, is composed. of “the, peacefully havied ogffxtg sonteh | Well defend ourselves™
| xelnecks and the (Klu Kiuxl jail to get beat up or Killéy
| |:Klansmen - , . and the statelvowll be making the same
| I'police and sheriffs and city imjstake some Southern sher-
' |.cops in the South who either |iff will."” o
' | protect them outright or 100k | The Deacons claim their
| the other way. { {xight to bear arms and de-
He said that every.mmember ifond themselves is contained

. PR .
‘about us the better.” to legal t b 3 JERNES 90
! ‘ ;é‘he “other side,”, he ex{{ o legal arrest, but :i: E——«M
)

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLATRIFIED
DATE_“L/Z 9 BY S/ st/

3200 5P Ml
ol

MUTGOURL , :

of the Deacons owns, or has r,m the United States Constitu-

tion, ..., .

.aceess to, a gun og some
sort; ranging from .22 caliber
‘target pistols to high-powered
" | -hunting rifles and shotguns.

1t is not triesThamas said,
that_their, _arsenals :inciude

V5P 2yt b= (]
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U“ED STATES DEPARTMENT O STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. San Francisco, California

September 21, 1965

Title: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
| Reference: San Franciséo medorandum dated !
| and captioned as above.

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBI. It 1is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.




OPTIQNAL FORM NO, 10 . 8010-108-03
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN REG NO 2¥ . . - -

- -

~= <. UNITED STATES G ERNMENT , . &
-Memora®um |

0  DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) pate:  10/1/65

‘ M SAC, CHARLOTTE (157-882)

SUBJECT: .CjBEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTIERS

, Re Bureau Form 0-1 dated 9/23/65, Charlotte teletype
9/13/65 and Charlotte airtel 9/15/65, both directed to the Bureau.

In Charlotte teletype 9/13/55 and LHM submitted by
Charlotte airtel 9/15/65, both captioned "Proposed Voter
Registration Demonstratidn, Plymouth, Washington County, N.C,,
8/14/65, CR- ELECTION ¥AWS ~ RACIAL MATTERS," it wus reported
that the Deacons fqr Defense and Justice had telephonically
contacted GOIDEN A, )ERINKS on 9/10/65 andasked if he needed
help in Plymouth and Xhat FRINKS replled that no help was
needed and that they were not needed in Plymouth.

No information has been received that there is any
chapter of the Deacons for Defense and Justice in Plymouth
or anywhere in North Carollina.

The Charlotte Office has just recently contacted racial
informants and sources concerning the Deacons
organization and no information was recelved indicating
this organization is active within the Charlotte Division.

. Any information received concerning the Deacons ' '
for Defense and Justice will be furnished the Bureau and t
appropriate offices immediately. :

N ((/Zo_{,?(’} ‘
- Bureau &~ N '
; 2‘- Charlotte & - %2:(53%) é‘ % é |

W /570446 g
ALL INFORMATIOMN CONTAINED 1 0CT 6 65 |

-~ HEREIN IS UNCLASSLFIED et Y 2
S DATE.7-9_BY:SpLsedd /) »
‘ Z Y < ‘ g;" | (SQ)Q‘, a
v Y /.Zlb‘/ j’;‘,‘.::k » K o

‘C'j\




UN‘ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ‘TICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION:

In Reply, Please Refer to Ios Angeles, California .I
File No. September 29, 1965 !

CoNPEmEneTTAL

also S—The.Deacons";
\ CHERLESYSIMS, Bresident,.
3-5 R 3 /‘K Bogal a, Louislana /
$5 4.
A7 o030 ~—RACTAL MATTERS |
) e,

MQNI:ACONS F_DBRENSE.AND.JUSTICE .
26 9{)’6(4' e -

A source advised in August 1965, that a member of \/
the Los Angeles Local - SocialisdWorkers Party (LAL-SWP)
(see appendix), stated that JamesXGarrett of the Student t////
‘N°n‘Vé&lﬁﬁ%.ﬁQQEﬁinaﬁing.Comm SNCC) had told him tha
SNCCTIf out-fitting a secret Negro army under the guise of
self defense. 1@»5“ i

On August 31, 1965, this source advised that
he had received no information in addition to that pre-
viouley reported regarding the secret Negro army of SNCC,
the source of donations for this army, or any ties between ‘
the "Deacons" and this army of SNCC. He does not know of
any  contact by Charles Sims with the LAL-SWP(% oy

This source advised that the Information concerning ’
the secret army of SNCC 1s all strictly hearsay, having ﬂ,\'/
been overheard in a conversation be own .persons, and

a group of actors at the SNCC Freedon Ain the Watts

area, to perform in a play of his.

" A source advised in February, 1964, that Frank
Greenwood was Director of the Touring Artists Group.

g ALT, IN"OMMTI N CONTAINED
HERETN LASSIFIED
| EXCFTXEERE SHomy

G 0 p ommwzsz i .
dec a i

b

oy -
S
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DEACONS OF DEFEI\@ AND JUSTICE . ,

also known as "The Deacons”;
CHARLES SIMS, Preésident,
Bogalusa, Loulsiana

RACIAL MATTERS

oopdingy D Scptember, 1965, Cliffordiyaughs, Regional ¢ ul
Coordinator and Director, Los Angele ciends, OF Studen
Non-Violen oordinaging;Committee (LA-SNCC) advised a 52&/’
Spec¢ial Agent of the FBX that James Garrett is no longer
associated with LA-SNCC, ‘

In June, 1965, Charles Sims appeared on the
Louis Lomax television show in Los Angeles where he
discussed the aims of the Deacons of Defense and Justice.

A source advised in September, 1965, that Sims
had received an unknown amount cf money as a result of his
appearance on the Lomax show through a collection and that
the donations were made by many unknown persons.

Sources have advised in August and September, 1965,
that they know of no contact Sims may have had with the
%g;;SWP of LA-SNCC while he was in Los Angeles in June,

o5. .

A source advised that at a July 16, 1665 meeting
of the IAL-SWP that the subject of discussion was violence
versus non-violence in the civil rights movement. Frank
Greenwood was in attendance and stated, in answer to a
cuestion, that he believed in soclalism. He has a preference
for violence and feels that it is the only way that freedom
can be acouired. He restated this many times during the
meeting. )L1

An unknown female in the audience asked how she could
donate arms and ammunition to the Deacons and she was told
by Greenwood to see him after the meeting.(ﬁ) Y w

A sourcd\advised on September 22, 1965 that Charles ﬁﬁb
Sims, President, Ddcons of Defense and Justlce, Bogalusa,
Iouisiana, and A. 2 oung, President, Bogalusa Voter's Ieague
departed for Los. Afgeles on SEproHeT 22, 1905, wherc young
is to appear on a Los Angeles television show.

GONFID RNk
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DEACONS or DEFET,;I AND JUSTICE
2lso known as “The Deacons''; ‘
CHARLES SINMS, President, '

, bogalusa, Louisiana
RACIAYL, MATTERS

1" GONREBBNLILL

-~

A source advised on September 23, 1965, that Sims
and Young had arrived in Los Angeles,

The following article appeared in The Press
newspaper, Riverside, California, City Edition, September
23, 1965 issue:

"LOMAX CHARGES JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY YRIES TO -
XQOCK 'FREEDOM .FESTIVAL

"The \john Birch Society has brought \
\J ressure' o bear on sponsors of the DickXVa
nd RobertANaughn television programs to keep the
6%£/ owo-sbarsCfromabpearing “in a. 'Freedom Festival!
ggnight~ih'8an Bernardino, according-to Louls :
max. !

"Lomax, author .and television commentator,
speaking to a capacity audience at Riverside
Universalist-Unitarian Church last night, said
that as of last night Van Dyke, Star of the comedy
show. that bears his name, and Vaughn, star of 'The
Man From U,N.C.L.E,!' are still slated to appear
tonight in the show -at Swing Auditorium on the
National Orange Show grounds in San Bernardino.

"'We are fighting to the last ditch on thisf,
he said. .

"Lomax has been a princlpal organizer of the
benefit show, with funds going to help civil
rights ‘fighters in Bogalusa, La., and residents
of the Watts area in Los Angeles' who suffered
financial loss in the recent rioting. .

"Enter
addition to
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DZACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
also known as "The Deacons";
CHARLES STIMS, President,
Bogalusa, ILoulsiana

RACIAL MATTERS
L\ oiolk rs_SallyAChomas and ;:;;§<§$g§§g_and
(;t// the Sen Bernerding combo 'The F353de5 "
"Tomax cited ‘the Birch Society pressure as
‘an example of the fact that the civil rights
f£ight is not -confined to the South.

"As another example, he told the audience
last night that at a memorial service for Adlal
Stevenson held in Bogalusa, a stocky white man
with a Confederate flag-styled vest stood across
the street and shouted, 'You better pray, you black
niggers, 'cuz you're gdpna die.!?

, L

"Thé man was Connielymch, Lomax said, 'And

guess ‘where he'!s ‘from.!
"rynch, a self-styled fundamentalist preacher

and gctive‘racist, 1ists himself as a San Bernardino L.

rzsident.

"On the same point, that civil rights problems
are not confined to a few areas in other parts of
the country, ILomax said, 'I've never been in this
city before in my 1ife, but I'11 bet 15 cents I
could get in my car, cross the railroad tracks
and’ £ind a Watts right here. Am X right?!

"The civil rights struggle, he said, is
no longer Just a moral matter, tTE!s a survival
matter.? '

¥iThe very survival of our .civilization
and our moral lives is involved.'!

"mhe looters in the Watts area, he said,
were people from whom our society has faliled to
provide for their dally needs. He told of 'a man
carrying a sofa out of a.furniture store and-
said, 'The tradegy is the Los Angeles economic
society -does not provide that man a way to get
that 'sofa any, other way.'

. CONPEDENDEAL
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DLACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

also xnown as 'The Deacons”;

CHARLZS SIMS, President,

Bogalusa, Louisiana

RACIAL MATTERS

"While the national unemployment rate anong
whites is the lowest it has ever been, at 4.6 per
cent, the rate for Negroes is 13 per cent and the
rate in Watts is 34.9 per cent, Lomax said.

"'What we once called the Negro revolt is
becoming a class revolt, a struggle between the
haves and the have nots,! he said.

"The present struggle is a great challenge,
Lomax sald, because ours is a great country.

"!The experiment we are making is the noblest
man has ever conceived. We can lead the whole
world to a Periclean age. No one man can do it.
Eo one ?oman can 4o it., But each must do what
‘he can.

"Lomax introduced A. Z. Young, a leader of
the Bogalusa civil rights movement, who, he said,
has had his home shot into, acid poured on his
car and nas been physically abused, but now works
side by side in a box factory with the Klansman
who shot at him.

"Young told the sudience of determined efforts
of the Klu Xlux Klan to halt the civil rights move-
ment in Bogalusa, which, he said, were not successful.

"!The Klan is on the way out,' he said. 'They
still ride, but now they are careful when they ride
and where they ride.t"

A source advised on September 24, 1965, that approx-
imately 600 persons attended the "Freedom Festival on September
23, 1965, at the San Bernardino, California, Orange Show
Auditorium. Entertainment was provided by Dick Gregory,

Sally Jones and San Bernardino local talent.

CONBEDENTLILT,
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DEACONS OF DEFEWE AND JUSTICE ,

also known as “The Deacons";
CHARLES SIMS, President,
Bogalusa, Louisiana

RACIAL MATTERS

This source said that Charles Sims and A, Z, Young
rlere introduced by master of ceremonies Louis Iomax as members
of the Deacons of Defense and Justice. .Sims did not take
active part in the functions but Young gave a five minute
talk concerning how badly the people of Bogalusa, Louisiana,
need money. He stated that the money collected at this
affair would be used for the purchase of clothing for the
children of Bogalusa and for the payments of fines and
bail for civil rights workers in Bogalusa.

This source advised that no announcement was made
as to the total amount of money collected. The tickets
originally sold for $5.00 but several days prior to this
affair, tickets were sold throughout San Bernardino for
$2.00 for adults and 50¢ for children. Certain patrons
contributed more than $5.00 but that these individuals or
how much they gave is not known. The affalr was not a success.

This source advised that no comments were made -
concerning future travel of Sims or Young.

A source advised on September 27, 1965 that
neither Sims nor Young appeared on the Louis Lomax television
show on September 26, 1965, and that he knows of no other
appearances scheduled for Sims or Young.

Sources utilized above have furnished rellable
Iinformation in the past.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be
dlstributed outside your agency.

CONEEBENEIL
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DEACONS”OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE . v,
rhe Deacons", ¢ ' ~
CHARLES SIMS, esident, ’
* Bpgalusa, LLouidiana
1 RACIAL MATTERS
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APPENDIX
LOS ANGELES IOCAL - SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY (LAL-SWP)

On May 18, 1965, a confidential source advised
that the LAL-SWP has been in existence since the 1930*fs and
continues to exist. The source further advised that the
LAL-SWP 1s a local branch of the National SWP with aims and
purposes identical to those of the National SWP.

The SWP has been designated by the Attorney General
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

APPENDIX n’”"ﬁr
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I AUTCMATIC DECLASSIFICATION CUIDE ' b6 |
ATE 05-13-2018 ev- [ ] ’ . b7c =
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UNITED STATES GOV..MENT : ‘
MEMORANDUM x ,

N 4 i

9 3 }7,, TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442684) - DATE_10/6/65
A?ﬁVF‘ROM SAC, NEW YORK (157-927)(P) % P

ov. 075 )¢/ TS-RAM

{(00: New York)
’-‘33}/9‘/6’ ReNYairtel to Bureau, dated 8/27/65,

L ,UiijZ—j ‘REVOLUTIONARY ACTION NMOVEME

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies
letterhead memorandum, dated and captioned as atove,
pgrtaining to a meeting in Jonesboro, Louisiana betwecen sore
ndividuals affiliated with the Revolutionary ion Novaement
(RAM) 4n New York City and ERNEST THOMAS of th& Deacons for

5. nd Justice (DDJ). Coples of this lettérhead
g memorandun ar being enclosed for the .listed offices as
T follows: Jackson, 2; New Orleans, 5, (&) :
4
% The sources mentioned in enclosed letterhead

Eég emorandum are as follows: / (
== . '&!,

Filrst Source:

"2'\

b7D o
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@Bureau (Eno;.eg\“ig\RM) ' Z@__ Q\’ -6_6:__ Qk)(i.;

Q 2-Jackson (Encl. 2)(RM)
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(1- NOT RECORDED
5-New Orleans 2Enc3..5)(mvi) 323-0CT 18 1965
2 1- (ERNEST THOMAS)
1- « FNU)SIMS) P ———
‘ i- gNg_l)IB; Female Secretary to ERNEST THOMAS)
1 - . b3
> 1-New York gMAXWELL STAN®ORD) (43) b6
: 1-New York (AL HAYNES)(43 ‘ . p7C
AN 1-New York (JESSE GRAY)(42) ° : b7D
N[ 1-New York (I57-I56J](ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER)(43) b7E
BA 1-New York [157-1542 ?91{&1]*3) y
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The enclosed letterhead memorandum is ¢lassified

"Seswet! due to the fact that[ ] 4s a highly placed b7D
source in RAM ‘in New York City and this source maintains

a close relationship with RAM members in New York City.

Any unauthorized disclosure of the information furnished by
| nmight impair his future effectiveness, and, such
mpairment could have an adverse effect on the national ,
defense interests of the United States.fﬁé{iua

, Field Offices receiving a copy of this letter and
letterhead nmerorandum will also be sent a copy of the intormant

report of » pertaining to his trip to Jonesboro, b7D
Louisiana. (T '

It is to be noted that the individuals affiliatcd
| with RAM in New York City who visited and conferred with
| ERNEST THOMAS in Jonesboro, Louisiana, in addition to
- MAXWELL STANFORD, were AL HAYNES and [
and the date on which they visited and conferred with THOMAS
was 8/31/65, however, this information was not specirfically
set out in enclosed letferhead wmemorandum so as to more

l5

b7D

fully protect 2 Sy
' Also, the information furnished by[ _______ ]was
suitably paraphrased and the letterhead memorandum is b7D
indicated as having emanated from New giéfans, LouisianA,
AT

s0 as to more fully protect
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& the RAM individuals from New York City was MaxwellAStanfor

¥, / \ e \c it

.6§? 4 Maxwell Stanford is described in the characterization
N2 -0f.RAM attiached hereto,

uNJED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ®:ric:

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA’I‘ION

In Reply, Pleass Refer to New Orleans, Louislana - SEeR=T
FileNo. . ‘ Ocktober 6, 1905
Fufile 100-442684 - ’CONF}D\ENTIAL

Revolutionary Action Movement
Internal.'Securlty ~ RAM "’

A source, who has furnished reliable information in
the past, advised on September 8, 16, and 30, 1965 that be
learned that during the latter part of August, 1965, some
individuals affiliated with the Revolubtionary Action Movenaat

. (RAM) in New York City, visited and conferred with Ernest ..
\/Thomas of the Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ) An~  /v/iili
o, Louisiana.

A characterization of RAM is attached herecto
and the sources rentioned therein have furnished

reliable information in the past.
MDMBER OF SUBJECT ORGANIZATION

This ‘source further adviséd that the spqkesman £or, .

B W

This source further stated that he also lecarned of :
the following: . :

' Stanford and Thomas discussed bringing RAM, the
DDJ, and the Organization for Black Power (OBP) together.
Stanford informed Thomas that if he, Thomas, would agree to
bring the DDJ 4nto RAM and the OBP, Thomas would have the
support of RAM and the OBP. Stan?ord and Thomas iscussaﬂéég)

ALL INFORYATION CONTAINED
SEERRT BEREIN ISNYCLASSIFIED '

. BY vy 12 EXCEPT W BOWN
/ 4 Grony,, :
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DATE OF
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBIL); it is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents.
are not to be distributed outside your agency. ‘
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vhevolut;oqary Action Moverent

financial problems and their need for money and Stanford
told Thomas that Jesse Gray, the leader of the OBP, is
supposedly going to obtain $30,000 and Thomas could obtain
$10,000 of this money. Stanford did not say when or how
Gray is to obtain this nmoney.

Qg second confidential source, who has furnished
eliable information in the past, advised o
November 20, 1958, Jthat Jesse Gray had been -0
Organizer for thé Harlem Region of the Communist
Party (CP), but this position terminated

during November, 1958,

A third confidential source, who has furnished

reliable information in the past, advised cn . ,

Janvary 24, 1964, that according to Willium et

L, Pattegson, Chairman ofythe New York District 3\~

cp, Jessgkgyay is no longer a'wember of the

CP, but is™riendly to the CP.?&? . ,

- (,‘ N . . s !
T Stanford’ told Thomas that it would “be ‘beneficial A

for him, Thomas, to attend an ORP reeting scheduled to be :

held over the Labor Day weekend, 1965, in Detroit, Michigan,

Stanford adding that it would afford an opportunity for

Thomas to meet some of the people involved in "their cause'.

According to Stanford, Thomas would be furnished money Lor

his expenses in making the trip t6 Detroif, but Stanford aid

not indicate who would .furnish the'money;jé)

Stanford told Thomas that he, Stanford, wants wmity
between RAM, the OBP, and the DDJ, and Stanford bolieves that
tuey can assist one another. Stanford indicated that 4Af haram
should come to any, members of their groups they will revaliate
and "pressure” would be put on individuals responsible fow the
harm, According to Stanford, someone could pos ibly get killed
if harm came to any members of their groups.ﬁ%kf
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Revolutionary Actlon Movement

Stanford and Thomas conferred about First Name
Unknown .(FNU)'Sims, of Bogalusa, Louisiana, who is affiliated
with the DDJ and there appeared to be g division or mis-
understanding between Thomas and Sims.%;’

Tnowas indicated that he had a training cawp som:
place in the State of Mississippi, but did not give the exact
location, and Thomas said that possibly RAM and OBP members
could be sent there for guerilla-type training ci guexlilla
warfare training. Thomas made the statement that "the nman

has %gi,to go", and by this he was referrinzg to the white
m&’in ) .

, Thomas indicated that he needed some Carbine rifles
for the DDJ and Stanford said he probably could obtain somc

for him., Stanford said that he needed some hand gunz and
Thomas indicated he could pobsibly obtain some foi S%anfordggs)

Stanford and Thomas discussed the Possibility of
setting up a communications system between RAM, the 08P, and
Yhe DDJ, and they talked about obtaining short wave radlo
sets., Stanford and Thomas also discussed the need for
Negroes to arm themselves,

Thoras informed Stanford that he, Thomas, has a
white ferale secretary, originally from Los Angeles, (aliforuiz,
who is working with the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) in
Jonesboro, Louisiana, as a médical worker and Thomas. indicated . .
that this girl was his "girl friend". This girl 4is describesd
| as a white female in her early 20'!'s, 5 feet 6 inches, ;)
‘; 125 pounds, medium build, dark hair, and she is attractive.&z

: When Stanford and Thomas concluded their visith,
they left with the understanding that they would see each
cther in Detroit over the 1965 Labor Day weekend at the
gcheduled OBP meeting. The other individuals affiliated wilh
BAM in New York City who accompanied Stanford,also indicated
;hey wzul see Thomas at the scheduled OBP meeting in

stroit,

. | -3-
SBeRET™
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1. | +  APPENDIX CON
REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVfMENT F‘%N T’Ar

On November 3, 1964, a source made available a
document entitled "The Revolutionary Action Moverent Manifesto," .
the document having been obtained by the source from an
individual known to be a member of the Revolutionary Action
Movement (RAM).

This document stated, in part, that RAM was officially
organized in the Winter of 1963 by Afro-Americans who support
the revolutionary objectives of ROBERT F. WILLIAMS, now
residing in Cuba, and his concept of organized violence to
achieve the liberation of the Afro-American people in the

| United States. Tnis Manifesto disclosed that RAM had oriented
its program to one of education and political revolution and
the organization of a "black" political party with revolutionary .
objectives, having recognized the need for a "plack revolution”
that could and would seize power. RAM philosophy is described
in ‘this document as one of revolutionary nationalism, that is,
one involving the struggles of the nonwhite races of ‘the world
against exploitation and enslavement by the white capitalist
and lwperialist nations.

Regarding WILLIAMS, it should be noted that on
August 28, 1961, a Federal warrant was issued at Charlotte,
North Carolina, charging him with Unlawful Flight to Avoid
Prosecution for the crime of kidnapping. Subsequent to ‘the
_4ssuance of this warrant, WILLIAMS fled the United States to
Cuba, where he now publishes a wonthly newsletter entitled
"The Crusader" fromw Havana. A

|

! This source in Septewber, 1964, advised RAM is

’ dedicated to the overthrow of the capitalist system in the

| United States, by violence if necessary, and to its replacement

f by .a socialistic systen oriented toward the Chinese cowmunist
‘interpretation of Marxism-Leninism. RAM is'entirely nonwhite

i in membership, clandestine in nature, and owes 1ts priwary

! allegiance to the "Bandung World," that is, the nonwhite races

| of the world rather than to any national entity, as such.

On November 16, 1964, a second source advised he
learned recently from an RAM member that the organization

began in Detroit, Michigan, largely under the impetus of
DON FREEMAN, described as the "pather” of RAM and referred to

.

§
j
|
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2. APPENDIX
REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVEMENT CON EHEN TIAL

as RAM's "Black Stalin." FREEMAN served as RAM Chairman,
with MAXWELL STANFORD, now of New York City, formerly of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, serving as RAM Field Chairman.

This source stated in May, 1965, there has been no
formal headquarters, as such,” for RAM but that headquarters
have been with FREEMAN since he hus played such a dominant role
in the leadership of and has directed the policies and
activities of the organization.

Within recent months, according to the second source,
dissension within RAM has become ¢vident and some dissatisfaction
with FREEMAN's leadership has arisen. So far as is known, how-
ever, he ramains the titular leader of RAM.

To date, according to the second source in May, 1965,
RAM has organized units and membership in several of the larger
cities in ‘the United States east of the Mississippi River and
the organization is currently active in attempting to recruit
new members and expand its sphere of influence.
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Memorandum !
T
TO 4  DIRECTOR, FBIL 'DATE: 9730 /65

'SAC, BOSTON (157-372) \“?U}q |
10N CONTAINED
AAHER CLASSIFIED
PUBLICATION "“REBELLION" EXCEPT Wigs
INFORMATION CONCERNING o OTHERWI . f
‘ Dercons For DeFense, 21d TGSTI;W
e’/ Enclosed for the Bureau are eight coples of ‘
5/‘ a letterhead memorandum concerning captioned matter.

Copies of this letterhead memorandum: are being
disseminated locally to ‘the 108th Intelligence Group and
. to Secret Service in view of the militant tone of the C
‘newspaper as displayed by its masthead which states A
"Better to Right on Your Feet Than to Live on Your Knees." g
19

The sources =mehtioned in the letterhead'| ‘
emorandum. are identified as follows: / /e>

——xg

~
N
3 ‘I ‘
\ (Interviewed by ‘New York Division

. in May:and June, 1965).

4

*\" ‘ ~

"‘% : This letterhead memorandum is being classified
| & -cONPIDENTIAL since it contalns information furnished by
W confidential informants of. continuing value whose

3
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@- ‘Bureau (Encl. 8)(RM) 7/ ./ : 5_ 6
P , ,2_ - Boston /"’ Qé ' / “75_‘2‘1 6 -
; JEN:imap ' L o AR CR ALY

W 2 * A

. . NOT REGCORDED
’100 & ' * & e . » R
; cc LHM ( ) JB300T 20 1965

5
oy ' X A Q . XT- = *
¥ () 0CT-2 180588 Repet e SRS ‘

-

e REV K -
L zi ’ Buy.U.S. S‘"’""g%%ﬁi%ﬂfm Payroll Savings Plan ‘
, | - L

OHIGINAL FILED IN /J0 ~ $24 ¢ 7.2,

u



Fﬁu«*..' - e — — x — pa— - " p — - - . s - L
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identities-could logically be: disclosed from this infor-
mation which could: compromise their future .effectiveness -
and be:detrimental .to the national interests of ‘the )
United:States.

‘The: Boston Division will continue to follow
this matter and report any pertinent developments.
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: HEREIN IS YiCLASSIFIED (Priority) £X7. ‘?4 é{,_& 1-18%2
____________ Ex MYATNN ﬁsw};-_”-—---___-— CLASS &-.W _‘Q-
viey__9-

‘o DATE OF
70 : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)

FROM : jSAC, I0S ANGELES (157-1184)(P)

’// RE : 'DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
g i" RACIAL MATTERS 25
. !' # &5 l vs ‘0
| 00: NEW ORLEANS EC\ASS‘F‘EDB {S AL
\\Zix( on‘“$7
ReBulet to Los Angeles dated 8/17/65 and Ne
Orleans teletype to Los Angeles dated 9/22/65.

Enclosed for ‘the Bureau is-an original and \Q
seven copies of a letterhead memorandum (LHM) setting

out information concerning captioned organization. Three
copies of the LHM are enclosed for New Orleans. ‘&jf

Copies of the LHM are being sent to Reglon 1I,
115th INTC, Pasadena, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unlt, ..
1os Angeles, and Secret Service, Los Angeles.

This LHM 1is being classified confidential because
A information from sources utilized in the LHM could result
h.§1 in the identification of sources of continuing value
R and compromise future effectiveness thereof.

sources ‘utilized in this LHM are as follows:

G- S DR 5o Jyce :.

2 - Los Angeles
\ REC-55/$ ~

I(KN%‘:SCS POREOTS———

7 NI, OSI;SE 7]

o & cc LEM SEC: SERET 1 514 ocT* 45Re5,
o8 Laped 1 |
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Hodw gy, P
Approved: _W— SQM&EW.M Per ___W '
W E’ 0&11 ". e&ﬁ in Charge ¥
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ng (protect). | — |

I
| | (Protect per
request) ]

1 an b
I o
I ] and as such is not contact

by Bureau personnel. The Los Angeles Office
L acts only as .a collecting .agency.

14
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"LEAD - o o o * S
‘ | 10S .ANGEILES L | |
s
| AT 1OS ANGELES CALIFORNIA (1) winl auempt to
‘ J determine™ raining a Negro army

in the Watts ‘area and the' extent of his envolvement with
the Deacons of Defense and Justice.

(2) Will advise Bureau 'and New Orleans of any f
| other activity in Los Angeles on part of SIMS and YOUNG.
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" gCONFIDENTIAL ' o
'UNITEWSTATES DEPARTMENT OF JL‘MCE :

&

s. FEDERAL BUREAU OF ANVESTIGATION
. -Bostony-Massachusetts
October 6, 1965

a

- FRIENDS OF THE DEACONS, also known as
* DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
DEACONS

On August 20, 1965 Deputy Edward Blake, Intelligence
Division, Boston, Massachusetts Police Department, advised
‘that Chief Phillip Purcell, Newton, Massachusetts Police
Department, had telephonically advised him that he had
received a rumor that a meeting of some militant Negro
roup was to be held at the Young Ment!s Christian Association
%YMGA), Huntington Avenue, Boston, on August 22, 1965.

" Deputy Blake advised that he had contacted the
Huhtington Avenue 'YMCA and detemined that they were
unaware of any such meeting to be held there. 'On investi-
gating further, Deputy Blake advised that helmnd learned through
Captain Paul Sullivan, Division 9, Boston, Massachusetts Police
_ Department that a group calling themselves the 'Deacons was to
e néeet on August 22, 1965 in the afternoon at the new YMCA,
401 Warren Street, Roxbury, Massachusetts., As far as Cgptain
© Sullivan could determine, this was a Negro group and Deputy
‘Blake believed that it was probably the one referred to by
Chief Purcell.

B On’ Augus$ 21, 1965, a source who has furnished
reliable information in the past advised that -there exists
in"the 'South an organization known as} the :Deadons The source
described this organization as an armed Negro vigilante group .
organdzed for the purpose of protecting the wives ami children
of the Negroes in the South. ‘

The source advised that on Sunday evening, August 22,
1965 at 3:00 P.M. a group calling themselves the Deacons was
to meet at the YMCA on Warren 'Street, Roxbury. The source

4
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stated he was not aware of whotfEr thls group was actually an
extension of the Southern Deacons or whether they had assumed
this name on their own.

\

On August 23, 1965 this same source advised that
approximately fifty to sixty persons attended the meeting
mentioned above. About twenty-five of this group were °
e mbers of the ‘white race and the remainder r members of the .
Negro race. About half way through the meeting the white
perscons in attendance were requested to leave:'and taey all
rose and left without any question. : The source stated that
‘the purpose of ,the meeting was to raise funds to aid the
Deoacons organization in the South. It was ahnouhoed gt tais

meeting that a.second meeting would be held at tha arters

of the Boston Action group on August 30, 1965 at

» Massachusetts. The source advised
that he does not believe that the Deacons are sponsored by
the Boston Action group but that that group is undoubtedly
sympathetic and lending its support. The source stabted that
the Boston Action group is a legitimate Civil Rights -
orgenization whose membership is made up .of : persons both
in the 'white and Negro racexiggtww

On August 31, 1965 this seme source stated that
the meeting of ths Deacons held on August. 30,2965 at Boston
Action group headquarters was attendéed by only spproximately
seven persons. The source stated ‘that a perSon whom he
believes to have been introduced as Ronald Costa from New
York City was to be the principal speaker. lLocally, Arthur '

fﬁgiggh_gf the Boston Action group was <4in charge, The source
s not aware of what took place at this meéting%&@%ém}

" On August 23, 1965 Deputy Edward Blake, previously
rentioned, advised that on August 22, 1965 at 3:00 P.M.,
Patrolman Frank MclLean, a plainclothes officer of the Boston
Police Department, was present at the YMCA building, 401
Warren .Street, Roxbury, Massachusetts, and observed a small
group of persons, both Negro and white, most-of*whom were
men, in attendance at a meeting at the YMCA hall, ' Officer
McLean stated that the meeting had no sooner started then
the young Negro whose identity is unknown to Patrolman

McLean and who was officiating at the meeting, requested
the white persons to leave. At this point, Colonel Thomas
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Wright, Executive Secretary of the YMCA, stopped the meeting
and told the speaker that the meeting would have to come to a
close if people were excluded from the meeting because of
their color, The Negro officiating at the meeting told the
Colonel that the white persons present who were known to _
him were sympathetic to the purpose of the meeting and were
in accord with his request that they leave, / v

Colonel Wright stated that no white person would
have to leave but the group of white persons present left”
the hall remainig in the lobby of the YMCA until the meeting
was over,

Officer McLean stated that donations were asked

for at this meeting and several speaches were made stressing
the difficulty wder which the Negro race live in the South
and the necessity groups such as the Deacons in the South
receive financial support to enable .them to continue to
operate, These speeches were interspersed with entertainment
by a Calypso band.

' Deputy Blake stated that the permit for use of the
hall was taken out in the name of the .Deacons by Hugh
Guilderson, 399 Columbus Avenue, Boston, Massachusett

Deputy Blake stated that several days prior to the
meeting, flyers were distributed in the Roxbury area of
Boston, Massachusetts which announced a.rally sponsored by
the Boston Friends to Support the Deacons for Defense and
Justice., According ‘to the flyer, the rally was sponsored ,
by the Boston Action group and "Rebellion", Thd flyer
announced that speake rs would consist of a representative
of the Deacons, a Roxbury victim of police brutality and
the editor of "Rebellion", -

Deputy Blake stated that "Rebellion" is a militant
type newspaper published in mimeographed form by a Boston
group of Civil Rights workers. Deputy Blake stated that the
Boston Action group is a regularly orgenized Civil Rights grou:
located in the Roxbury area of Boston, Massachusetts.

At the meeting at the YMCA, a, second mimeovraphed
flyer was distributed announcing a meeting of "Deacons for
Defense™, The subject of the meeting was to be bthe Los
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- Angeles riot. The meeting was to take place on August 26,
1965 at 8:00 P.M. at the Boston Action group headguartera,

| ] The flyer stated that additional
ﬁffffffffon could be obtained by calling telephone numhur

The listing service of the Roxbury Business 0flicn b6
of the New England Telephone and Telegraph Company idenilri ' b7¢C
the above number as being listed to Arthur Weeks/Finch,
|, _Massachusettss— ‘

Deputy Blake advised that Arthun Weeks,finch was
investigated by the Boston Police Department on”April 17,
1965 relative to the purchase by him of a gun at Kittery,
Maine on March S, 1965. Finch admitted the purchase of tha
gun and surrendered a «38 caliber Smith and Wesson revolvsr
to the Boston Police Department,

On August 25, 1965 a second source who has furnished

reliable information in the past advised that he had .been

| fresent at a meeting held to support the Deacons at the ¥¥CA
on August 22, 1965. The source stated the speakers.wers
rather militant in tone and drew attention to reported
atrocities committed in the South agairst Negroes. The sourcs

., stated that the advertised exposure of brutality by the

Boston Police Department did not take place.QkéwU)

The source stated that’'he knew that the second
meeting of thi up was held at Boston Action group b6
he adquarters, i [, on August 26, "1965. b7C
The source stated that he understands only six persons w3ro

present ‘but _he is not aware of what took place at the -

’ On Septembetr 15, 1965 the source stated that ho
had learned that penny postcards had been sent through th»
mail to various persons announcing a meeting of "“Deacons
of Defense and Justice" was to be held at 8:00 P.M. on
September 16, 1965 at Boston. Action group headquarters.
At this meeting the announced program was to be a discugslon
of the role this group might play to benefit the Roxbury
community, to plan for defepse measures and discuss ﬂnelggzzim

)
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increasing number of white hate groups functioning in the
Roxbury area. These cards were signed by Jackie Guilderson,
Representat;ve;ﬁgfgm

!0n‘Septanber 16, 1965 a third source who has furnished
reliable. information in the past, but with whom insufficient
g contact _has been had to properly evaluate his reliability
advised [that he is aware of a group who called»themselveszz<ZiE
Deacons” for Defense and Justice, Friends of the Deacons, and
.are normally referred to just by the name Deacons. This
source stated that although the. Deacons for Defense are a
militant group originally formed in the South, he has no
. information to believe that the small group at Boston
+ are in any way officially connected with the group in the
: South, He believes that this group has taken upon itself
' to organize in the hope that it may more readily increase
its membership by using a name which is well known among .3
//members of the Negro races . The gsource )
?ﬁﬁﬂ'

./ that the nucleus of this Broup~&reHug
\Guilderson, husband and wife, aqd Ron

-

aford .M hij

The source stated that Mr. and Mrs. Guilderson
have been active in Civil Rights groups such as the Boston
Action group and Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) and have
participated in picket lines and other demonstrations in
support of various Cidl Rights matters. Ronald Bedford
has likewise participated in organized Civil Rights
¢ demonstrations and was one of a .group of students who travelled
& to Cuba in 1964 in violation of State Department orders against
| such travel. ’

According to the source, Arthur Finch is a very,
active member of the Boston Action group and although his
name has been connected with the Deacons, he does not '
believe that Finch is a member of this small group because
of the fact that Finch is a member of the white race and-the.
Doacons reportedly allow only Negroes to be members.t?(}{w

| This source stated that Ron Bedford and the Guildersons

\ in his opinion are the heart of the Deacons and he doubts if
there are more than three'or four other people interested

in the group. The source stated that he has heard that the

group is contemplating trying to re-organize the group underl?%iiU

i

!
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ated he believes H=
uilderson and Jackie .ﬁj”/’——~




the name. "Fathers For Defense' feeling that the Doacons are

a failure and that possibly a change in the name might
attract new members. The source also stated that in his
opinion the Guildersons and Bedford together with William

axd Karen Sacks are instrumental in publishing a mimeographod
newspaper known as '"Rebellion", The source stated that this
is a very militant type publication which attacks police
methods and police brutality and plays up atrocities
committed against Negroes. The source stated that Willian
and Karen Sacks were also among the group of students who
travelled to Cuba in violation of ‘the State Department decrae}ké{im

On September 17, 1965 Colonel Thomas Wright,
Executive Secretary, YMCA, 4Ol Warren Street, Roxbury,
Massachusetts, stated that the YMCA meeting hall was made
available for a meeting advertised as a rally to raise funds
to support the Deacons for Defense. Colonel Wright stated. .- .
that he went into the meeting hall just at the moment when
an unidentified Negro speaker had requested the white members
of the audience to leave the hall,

Colonel Wright immediately interrupted the meeting
and stated that the meeting would be dissolved if any one
was excluded because of race or religion. He told the
white persons that they need not leave but in spite of this
all the white members of the group left the hall and
waited around in the lobby of the YMCA until the meeting
concluded. The members of the white group seemed fo be
in complete sympathy with the Negro speaker and made no
protest about leaving the meeting.

C olonel Wright stated that he only remained a
'short period at the meeting and while the speaker discussed
Negro problems in the South in a rather militant tone, he
believed that the speaker was being factual in what he saild.

1y On August 23, 1965 a source who has furn¥shed
,reliable information in the past advised that Bi’“\Epton,

L

V'Vice.President of /the Progressive Labor Party, had ‘stuted

" that he ad David}Douglas.of the-Progressive Labor Party .

had been up to Bfston. In Boston, they had been at an "~ ™

intown rally in a black community in a new YMCA. Everyone

at the meeting was black except forty-five whites who weore

all Trotskyites and the'whites were all asked to leave. This E?é?fm
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was brought out in aldiscussion between Douglas and an
unknown male who made & speech at this intan rally.@iam

The source stated that Epton during the discussion
wi th the unknown male, asked "Are we going to do that
‘tRebellion! peper from Beston" The unknown male replied
that they had agreed to do it a long time ago once a month
and they would train one of their people to paste it up,
write headlines, design and so forth. This unknown mele
then stated that a meeting had been held with Jackie and
e r husband while they were in New ¥ork City and arrangements
were made at that time to do it in the shop (Tri Line Offset
Company, 132 Nassau Stregt, New York City, the Progressive
‘Labor Party print shop).&én iU) “

Epton asked the unknown male if Jackie!s husband
was in the Progressive Labor Club that was formed and the
unknown male advised he did not know but had spoken to
Jackie and her husband about it and they said they were
prepared generally. The unknown male added that he had
mt with Jackie and her husband the outcome of which was
that "We!ll help them out financially; we'll train {hem;
we'll print and we will help them out financially". U]

The source stated that he believes the unknown
B{ i

male to be Bill McAdoo.
David/\Douglas identified himself as a member.

of tHe Harlem Progressive Labor Party.Club
‘during a speech he made on August 6, 1964 at
a'Progressive Labor Party demonstration at

/ 100th Street and Amsterdam Avenue, New York
\\'\' City. :

source who has furnished reliable information
\jn the past advised on March 2, 1965 that Bill

cAdoo_was Chairman of the Committee to Defend
Rosistance to Ghetto Iife which 1§ commonly ~
xnown as CERGE.

A characterization of CERGE is attached hereto.
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' A characterization of Student Committee for Travel
to Cuba is attached hereto.

A charactorization of the Progressive Labor Party:

43 attached hereto.

It i3 believed that the meeting mentioned by the
source above is the meeting held at the new YMCA, 4Ol
Warren Street, Roxbury on August 22, 1965 since the
circumstances described by the e sowrce coincide with
what took place at this meeting {1

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the Federgl Bureau of Investigation. It
is the property of the Federsl Bureeau of Investigation and is
locaned to your agency; it and its contents are mot to be
distributed outside your agency.
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1. | APPENDIX
COMMITTEE TO DEFEND RESISTANCE :
TO GHETTO LIFE (CERGE)

A source advised on February 3, 1965, that CERGE
was formed on November 1, 196L, as a front of the Progressive
Labor Movement (PLM), presently known as Progressive Labor
Party (PLP). All personnel which comprise the committee
are PLM members, CERGE was organized to raise finds for the
PLM' in order that the PLM will have money for bail when it
becomes necessary. The péople connected with CERGE hope to
build it into a national organization,

A second source advised on March 5§, 1965, that it
is the plan of the PLM to recruit people into CERGE and use
CERGE as a recruiting front for PLM members. The PLM plans
to give instructions in Marxist philosophy and those who
respond will be advanced from CERGE to PLM membership.

A third source advised on February 3, 1965, that
CERGE receives mail through Abbott Business Service, a
legitimate business operation, 147 West L2nd Street, New
York, New York., '

The first source advised on May 5, 1965, that CERGE

maintains its office at Room 617, One Union Square, New York,
New York.
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APPENDIX

1.

STUDENT COMMITTEE FOR TRAVEL TO CUBA

"The Columbia Owl," weekly student newspaper of
Columbia University, New York City, December 12, 1962, issue,
page one, contained an article entitled "Students to Visit
Cuba During Holidays." This article stated in part that
the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba was formed
October 14, 1962, by a group of students from New York City
universities, the University of Wisconsin, Oberlin College.
and the University of North Carolina, who stated that as
students they would like a chance to see and evaluate the
situation in Cuba for themselves and had received an offer
of transportation and two weeks' stay in Cuba from the
Federation of University Students in Havana, as guests of
the Federation. The Committee accepted the offer and applied
to the State Department of the United States for passport
validation which was refused; however, over fifty students
planned to defy the State Department ban and go to Cuba.

A source advised on December 6, 1962, it was learned
the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba had recently been
formed by the Progressive Labor Group.

A second source advised on September 13, 1963, that during
the summer of 1963, fifty-nine individuals traveled to Cuba; the
leaders of the group were members of the Progressive Labor Movement;
and the trip was planned and organized by Progressive Labor Movement
members.

A third source advised on October 9, 1963, the Student
Committee for Travel to Cuba was utilizing Post Office Box 2178,
‘New York, New York, as its mailing address.

On March 12, 1965, Philip Abbott Luce, L L, b6
New York, New York, a self-admitted member of the Student Committee b7C
for Travel to Cuba Executive Committee and the Progressive Labor
Movement National Coordinating Committee, advised as follows:

The Student Committee for Travel to Cuba (SCTC) was
formerly known as the Ad -Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba
and the Permanent Student Committee for Travel to Cuba.

Iuce was a leader and Earticipant of the 1963 trip to
trip to Cuba amdboth trips were

Cuba and an organizer of the 196
sponsored by the SCTC.
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Iro

STUDENT COMMITTEE.FOR TRAVEL TO CUBA.

‘By. the Spring of 1964, the Executive Committee of

the SCTC was considered to be members of the Progressive Labor
Movement.

No trip to Cuba or China was being planned by the
SCTC for 1965,
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APPENDIX

PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY (PLP)
PROGRESSIVE LABOR MOVEMENT (PLM)

A source advised on April 20, 1965, that the PLP,
formerly known as the PLM, held its first national convention
April. 15-18, 1965, at New York City, to organize the PLM into
a PLP. The PLP will have as its ultimate objective the
establishment of a militant working class movement based on
Marxism-Leninism.

"The New York Times," City Edition, Tuesday, April 20,
1965, page 27, reported that a new party of "revolutionary socialism"
was formally founded on April 18, 1965, under the name of the PLP.
The PLP was described as an outgrowth of the PLM. Its officers
were identified as Milton Rosen, New York, President, and William
Epton of New York and Mort Scheer of San Francisco, Vice Presidents.
A 20-member National Committee was elected to direct the party
until the next convention.

According to the article, "The Progressive Labor’ Movement
was founded in 1962 by Mr. Rosen and Mr. Scheer after they were
expelled from the Communist Party of the United States for
assertedly following the Chinese Communist line."

The PLP publishes the "Marxist-Leninist Quarterly," a
theoretical magazine; "Progressive Labor," a monthly magazine;
"Challenge," a New York City newspaper; and "Spark," a west coast
newspaper.

The June 1, 1965, issue of "Challenge," page 6, states
that, "this paper is dedicated to fight for a new way of life -
where the working men and women own and control their homes,
factories, the police, courts, and the entire government on
every level."

The source advised that the PLP utilizes the address of
General Post Office Box 808, Brooklyn 1, New York, but also utilizes
an office in Room 622, 132 Nassau Street, New York City, where
PLP publications are prepared.
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Boston is believed to refer to a meeting of the Deacons

at Boston since the YNMCA where the Deacons! meeting was

eld is new and the circumstances of the white group

being asked to leave the meeting fits with the group mentioned
in referenced letter.

The paper, ‘'Rebellion" mentioned in the LHM has
been previously brought to the attention of the Bureau.

Boston will continue to follow the activities
of this group and report any pertinent information.
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