= PN P e ey SN T A

y
V&3 tRov. 12-14-64) - ) e s

R @ - 7 T
T iii —

{
H

1

{7 Saltivan YL
Tavel

DECODED ,C@PV
D AIRGRAM © CABLEGRAM xx RADIO EJTELETYPE et hoor ) ,

——— v o—— -

G e e e dmn en s, o e e A Ay bmn e e W P G WA e e M e e AN WS G Ber S ue Sen Ve Vet ey G it e e

1 .

R75 S ' {6/« ;

URGENT 1-6-65 - /;Vﬁ¢~’;,; 2 i
| TO D\RECTOR - B i A
| FROM\EY ORLEANS 061952 (/}ﬁzﬁﬁ“ﬁ,f !
w % X / )\g 3{/} ";_:"

: N et
FDEAC OR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, UQNESBGRO LOUISIANA, PERGY’;ﬁk e
CLEE- ADFORD, PRESIDENT, A¥x R4 b /v/,}wc»e %’l) mru |

CHARLES JOSEPH FENTON, GORE REPRESENTATIVE AT dONESBORO\\

LOUISIANA ADVISED THAT CAPTIONED ORGANIZATION HAS BEEN ORGANIZED
' IN JACKSON PARISH AT JONESBORO LOUISIANA AND THAT IT

{HAS FOR I1TS PURPOSES MUCH THE SAME AS THOSE GF THE CCNGRESS OF
RACIAL EQUALITY (CORE) BUT THAT CAPTIONED ORGANIZATION 1S ___ A
|MORE MILITANT THAN CORE AND THAT 1T WOULD BE MCRE INGCLINED y
/YTO USE VIOLENCE CIN DEALING WITH ANY "VIOLENT OPPOSITION j

Tt S

TR T

ENGOUNTERED IN CIVIL RIGHTS MATTERS. CAPTIONED ORGANIZATION
‘{HAS NIGHT PATROLS IN THE NEGRO SECTIONS OF JONESBORO AND FENTON
(BELIEVES THAT THESE NIGHT PATROLS ARE ARMED. & ¥
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ke Rone Mo :
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ALCIIFORIATINN CONTAIED ,
- HEREI! IS UiiCLA SIFIED % JAN 12 1965
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If the mtell'xgenge contained irt the aboue message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be s
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. 4
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In Reply, Please Refer to

0.7 T DY SPLg

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

New Orleans, Louisiana
January 6, 1963

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE OF JUSTICE,
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA,
PERCY LEE BRADFORD, PRESIDENT

Charles Josegbff;;;:;, representative of
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) at Jonesboro,
Lou;s:ana, advised January 5, 1965 that an organi-
ZAtion known as Deacons for Defense of Justice,
with Percy Lee Bradford, Negro male, age about 44,
as president, has been organized at Jonesboro,
Louisianay He stated that this organization was
organized to promote Negroes'! civil rights and
that 1ts purposes vere mg;gagggog%gg‘gg_ggggg,gxm
(80) He ed that wher s completel
mon-violent in its methods of "dealing with civil

;ﬁ‘m JCAC DT EhS6mOT, Ace would . o
e more milltant a dmlncllned to use violence in

e A T T any viol OPPOSITi0 e 1S i
*ﬁHe‘Sfﬁ%Eﬁ that Deacons for Defense of Justice has

night patrols in the Negro sections of Jonesboro and
he feels that these night patrols are armed;

Rev. ederick D, Kirkpatrick, member of
the Deacons™Yor .Defense of Justice, advised this
organization was a non=viole “mg;gro movement )
organizedeetc ely within Jackson Parish, I fgu1s1ana.
*He-stuted its purpose was 1o promote justice > for the
Negro and followed the same principals as laid down
by the CORE except its members would, if attacked,
defend themselves by use of force.

He said this organization has two citizens
band radios and walkie talkies used to communicate
with one another in case violence against the Negro
is initiated in Jackson Parish, He said there was
between 250 and 300 members within the parish and they
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did not carry arms at any time, He advised the following b6
individuals were leaders of the Deacons for Deiense b7C

of Justice:

President

Vice President -
“Secretary
Fiance Secretary
Group_Leadexs

Chief Adrian Teevy, Chief of Police, Jonesboro,
Louisiana, and Sheriff Newt Loe, Sheriff of Jackson
Parish, Jonesboro, advised January 6, 1965 that they
were aware of Negro patrols in the Jonesboro area but
that no incidents had arisen from those patrolsy

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Domestic Intelligence Division

AJD

INFORMATIVE NOTE

1-6-65

Date

We are disseminating this’

information to the Civil Rights
Division of the Department. ‘

W

ALL LI{FORTIATION CONTAINED:
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED
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i DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, JONESBORO, LOUISIANA, PERCY
LEEjsaADFORD; RM.

ON FEBRUARY TWENTY TWO, LAST,

\

|

|

2! ,_LOUISTANA3—POLICE DEPARRg NT, CONFIDENTIALLY
#

ADVISED FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONCERNING CAPTIONED MATTER:

[ |STATED THAT IT WAS LEARNED THAT ON THE NIGHT OF
FEBRUARY TWENTY ONE, LAST, SIX CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY, /

PAREN CORE END PAREN, MEMBERS APPEARED AT BOGALUSA, AT

‘ N———

/
WHICH ﬁ?ME THEY HELD A MEETING-AT THE NEGROES LABOR HALL. THIS

WEETING[ WAS ATTENDED BY SEVERAL BOGALUSA NEGRO LEADERS ANELY ~ -
| b 2ol 5
ROBERﬁﬁ. ICKS, ALBERT ZiAYOUNG, HC COURY) AMPSON CHARLE ms,
ALToBkQAvxsz AND ONE OR TWO QTHERS NOT IDEN IED. HE IDENTIF‘IED
5 MR 3 1969

? THE CORE MEMBERS AS REVEREND FREDERICK B \ IRP TRICK, CHARLES
\

oz

et WWWW TRLER L e
NTON, STEVENAMILLER, WILLIAMXYATES, ERNES
A e $ic %, s W1l ’

HOMAS , AND ANOTHER
N e

UNIDENTIFIED NEGRO. ' ALL lNFORMATION CGNTAINED
END pggﬁﬂg%g g W“’HERHN"IS UNCLAqSlFIED I ‘A

; DATE BY sy 5 55
.‘ZMARQL'“@@%“ W Sy v S




PAGE TWO

[ ] STATED THAT MILLER AND YATES ARE WELL KNOWN TO BOGALUSA AS 7P

THEY HAVE BEEN PARTICIPATING RECENTLY IN DESEGREGATION ACTIVITIES,
HOWEVER, KIRPATRICK, FENTON, THOMAS, ALONG WITH THE UN%DENTIFIED NEGRO
ARE BELIEVED TO COME FROM THE VICINITY OF JONESBORO, LOUISIANA.

REPORTED THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THE MEETING WAS b7D

TO DISCUSS AN ORGANIZATION NOW BEING PUT TOGETHER IN LOUISIANA

KNOWN AS THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE.-PAREN DDJ END PAREN.

THE MAIN SPEAKER OF THE EVENING WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN ERNEST THOMAS
WHO DISCUSSED THE FACT THAT MEMBERSHIP IN,THE DDJ, PAREN STRICTLY
NEGRO END PAREN, WOULD CQST _TEN DOLLARS INITIATION FEE

AND TWO DOLLARS PER MONTH. TEN PERCENT OF THE MONIES OBTAINED

FROM THE LOCAL CHAPTERS WOULD BE CHANELLED INTO THE HEADQUARTERS OF
THE STATE ORGANIZATION WHICH IS NOW BELIEVED TO BE AT JONESBORO,
LOUISIANA.

IT WAS EXPLAINED, THE PURPOSE OF THE MONEY WAS TO BUY
Somnren

RADIO EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING WALKY DASH TALKIES, CITIZENS BAND

P ————— B IIAIALE

EQUIPMENT, FQ OMOBILESS AS WELL AS AMMUNITION, LITERATURE,
AND OTHER EQUIPMENT NOT IDENTIFIED. DISCUSSED IN CONSIDERABLE

e

R il

LENGTH WAS THE PUTTING OF MOBIL CITIZENS BAND RADIOS INTO AUTOMOBILES
\

ooy T ES

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE
OF NEGRO MEMBERS, PRINCIPALLY IN BOGALUSA. IT WAS REPORTED THAT -

- PrETNT N T~

THOMAS WENT ON TO EXPLAIN THE DDJ INTENDED TO ESTABLISH A CODE

B R R

SYSTEM WHEREBY A STATE WIDE COMMUNICATIONS SET UP COULD BE CREATED,

e

IN ORDER THAT, IF NEGROES IN ONE COMMUNITY HAVE DIFFICULTY, THE

v

a——

fp

NEGROES COULD IMMEDIATELY CALL ON THE RADIO FOR ASSISTANCE AND GET

e,
ASSISTANCE. THOMAS TALKED AT LENGTH ABOUT THE USE AND ADVANTAGES

A O

OF WALKIE DASH TALKIES AND EQUIPMENT FOR COMMUNICATION PURPOSES.
THOMAS THEN ﬁEESCUSSED A TENDENCY ON _THE PART OF NEGROES

TO BUY CHEAﬁuﬁtAPONS LIKE A TWENTY TWO CALIBER. THOMAS POINTED
ST ey

e
S Lo e————T I

OUT THAT NEGBRES SHOULD'BUY.§UBSTANTIAL WEAPONS INCLUDING _A.THREE

—

ZERO SIX CALIBER RIFLE. THOMAS SUGGESTED THAT TWELVE OR SIXTEEN

GAGE SHOTGUNS WERE GOOD FOR QUOTE CLOSE IN WORK UNQUOTE. THOMAS

m
SAID THAT IF STANDARDIZED GAGES WERE OBTAINED THE NEGROES IN

COMMUNITIES COULD BUY SHELLS BY THE CASET™THOMAS-~SAID THAT

NEGROES—SHOULDKEEF PLENTY OF AMMUNITION IN THEIR CARS, IN
THEIR HOMES, AS THEY™NEVER™KNEW WHEN THEY WOULD NEED THE AMMUNITION

AND THEY VERE TO BE EXPECTED TO BE READY
END PAGE THREE i e




PAGE FOUR
WHENEVER THEY WERE CALLED UPON,
THOMAS SAID THAT HIS GROUP HAS CONTACTS IN CHICAGO AND

HOUSTON FOR AUTOMATIC NEAPONS AND MENTIONED A FIFTY CALIBER AND

R Bk it

THIRTY CALIBERWMACHINE GUN.
i oeALltE

THOMAS STATED, REFERRING TO THE KU.XLUX--KLAN AND WHITE

PEOPLE GENERALLY, THAT IF KKK OR WHITE PEOPLE WANTED VIOLENCE, THAT

oA, maE

LI X S A W e T LT

QUOTE THEY INTENDED TO COMBAT VIOLENCE VITH VIOLENCE; THAT THEY
HAD NO INTENTION OF STARTING ANYTHING THEMSELVES BUT WANTED TO BE

< T T T

READY UNQUOTE.
THOMAS DISCUSSED AT CONSIDERABLE LENGTH THE ADVANTAGES OF

e BT e
Hhan
2 s erster

R e e

HAVING ROVING PATROLS IN THE VARIOUS COMMUNITIES SO THAT

i A
e e

SHOUEP ANY NEGRO BE ARRESTED BY A POLICE OFFICER, THAT THE
ROVING PATROL AS WITNESSES TO ANY ARREST, COULD IMMEDIATELY
DEEENS THE POSITION OF THE ARRESTED PERSON. THOMAS SAID THAT IF
POLICE OFFICERS SEE NEGROES WHO ARE ARMED AS THE POLICE ARE,
THE POLICE COULD BE EXPECTED TO PROBABLY BACK AWAY AND NOT AFFECT
THE ARREST OF THE INDIVIDUAL.

THOMAS DISCUSSED THE NEED FOR MEMBERS OF THIS GROUP, IF
THEY SHOULD JI@N, TO GET TOGETHER WITH THEIR NEGRO LEADERS, THE
PREACHERS, SCHOOL TEACHERS, AND OTHER RESPONSIBLE PERSONS, AND
END PAGE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE

PREACH TO AND EMPHASIZE TO THESE LEADER THAT IF THESE LEADERS

DO NOT GO ALONG WITH THIS ACTIVITY THAT THEY WERE NOT FIT IN THE
FIRST PLACE. THOMAS POINTED OUT IF THE LOCAL MEMBERS IF THE DDJ
WERE NOT SUCCESSFUL IN WORKING ON NEGRO LEADERS IN THE COMMUNITY
AND CONVINCING THEM THAT THEY, REFERRING TO CORE, WOULD DO IT

FOR THEM.

A FURIHEB\&EEEEESHIP MEETING OF THE DDJ IS SCHEDULED AT BOGALUSA

ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY TWENTY EIGHT, SIXTY FIVE, AND ALL PROSPECTIVE
MEMBERS WERE REQUESTED TO BRING MONEY, DUES, AND INITIATION FEES.

e

| | /ADVISED THAT BASED UPON THIS INFORMATION b7D
THE BOGALUSA CITY ADMINISTRATION FELT THAT THE DDJ WOULD NOT

T

BE T0O SUCCESSFUL FROM THE STAND POINT OF MEMBERSHIP AND DUES

BUT WERE CONCERNED ABOUT THE DIFFICULTIES DISCUSSIONS OF THIS

TYPE WOULD HAVE AMONG THE NEGRO POPULATION IN THE BOGALUSA COMMUNITY.
ON THE NIGHT OF FEBRUARY TWENTY TUO, SIXTYFIVE, IT WAS REPORTED

-y . s

THAT RO%ERg;ﬂécxsz A NEGRO LEADER IN BOGALUSA AND ACTIVE IN

CORE WORK SPOKE BEFORE THE BOGALUSA VOTERS LEAGUE AT A
. o MJ‘L s
END PAGE FIVE




\[‘,
.

A — o= - = = = — — - .*ﬂ--—:\' 8 —
' A
N
A9 . N
had 'm - ¢ g K

PAGE SIX
MEETING CALLED TO LEND SUPPORT TO THE BOGALUSA NEGRO

COMMUNITIES COOPERATION WITH THE CITY ADMINISTRATION. HIEEE
DISCUSSED AT GREAT LENGTH THE DDJ INFORMATION AS |
—— —

DISCUSSED THE PREVIOUS EVENING BY ERNEST THOMAS. HICKS POINTED

OEZMIO THE PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE WHO WERE MOSTLY TEINAGE CHILDREN,

THE ADVANTAGES OF ARMING THEMSELVES AND DISCUSSED HAND GRENADES,

SR R SO . S DT WO = TIERDE

WALKIE DASH TALKIES, AND EXPLAINED GENERALLY WHAT WAS

STATED THE PREVIOUS NIGHT BY ERNEST THOMAS.

T T TSI R SR R R X L e B

HICKS WENT INTO GREAT DETAIL CONCERNING HOW YOUNG NEGROES

'l

D
COULD DEFEND THEMSELVES BY CONVERGING ON POLICE OFFICERS IF THE

\
POLICE WERE‘TRYTNG IO ARREST NEGROES AND CAUSE DIFFICULTY AT

e

THE TIME OF THE ARREST AND PREVENT THE NEGRO FROM BEING
i = S

ARRESTED,
e

SECRET SERVICE, NEW ORLEANS, AND INTELLIGENCE CORPS GROUP,
NEW ORLEANS, ARE BEING ADVISED.. LHM FOLLOVS. >

P

END, <
CORR—PAGE—T#o-LINE=THREEWURDETGHT SHD=BE-UN-DENFHRIED.

PAGE—THREE-EFNE—FEVE—OMIF—HETFERS~—

PAGE TRREE LCTNE=NENE=#ORD~SHB~BE-DLSCUSSED

PAGE~FOUR-LTNE-NTNETEEN"YORD~THREESHDwBE~dJ OFN-
END AND ACK PLS
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(Type in plain text or code)

AIRMAIL
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TO:
FROM:

SUBJECT:

of letterhead memorandum concerning captioned matter, two
copies for Houston, and two copies for Chicago.
also been forwarded to ICG and Secret Service, New Orleans.

Tele. ROOM o
Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3290)

DEACONS_FOR DEFENSE AND,
"JOSTICE, JONESBORO, .LOUISIANA,

P RADFORD
RM A

¢

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight coples

Copies have

Source mentioned in letterhead memorandum is[___ |

Department.

A\
CHICAGO AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Through established sources, informants, and gun
outlets, determine whether or not any shipments of guns are

being made to the Jonesboro, Bogalusa, or New Orleans area.

HOUSTON DIVISION AT HOUSTON, TEXAS

({ Cover same lead as set for}:\T_Lfrngﬁi@?lg{)nlD:}_‘vﬁ:L;s'12\n
‘ u*h\.l»nl li
ENCLOSURE, (/' HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

1 ce

Klan-}l??x gﬁ%mY

AGENCY: ACSI, ONI, O8I, SEC SER

DEPT ISD, CRD - "
DATE FORW: 7/~
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- Houston (Enc. 2)
2 - Chicago (Enc. 2)
2 - New Orleans (1 -~ 157-3290)
(1 - 173-201)

JTS/mrk
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'3, C. WicR)

}, Louisiana, Police
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gent in Charge
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

)

Several Bogalugg Negrosleaders, amely, Rober
, ~é oung, McClouryASampson, Charlesfgims, Altony
o

New Orleans, Louisiana
February 24, 1965

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE

On February .22, 1965, a confidential source advised
the following informatlon concerning the captioned matter:

meeting at the Negroes Labor Hall.. attended
is, and
s—or two others/not identified,. 7He 'dentifled“he CORE
memb ngras Reverend “Erederick B K1r atrick, Charlés{penton,
Stevﬁﬁiq1ller~mw1111 Yates, Erhes ‘Thomas, and ‘another .
i

unidentified Neglw\\aowm:’és oS Rac ol EQunllC

Source stated that Miller and Yates are well known -
to Bogalusa as they have been participating recently in
desegregation activities; however, Kirkpatrick, Fenton, Thomas,
a2long with the unidentified Negro, are believed to come from
the vicinity.of Jonesboro, Louisiana. ;

Source, reported the main purpose of the meeting was
to discuss ‘an. organization now being put. together in Louisiana
known as the Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ). The main
speaker of the evening was believed to have been Ernest Thomas
who discussed the fact that membership in the DDJ (strictly
Negro), would cost $X0 initiation fee and $2 per month. Ten
per cent of the monies obtained from the local chapters would
be chanelled into the headquarters of the state organization
which is now believed to be at Jonesboro, Louisiana.

It was explained the purpose of the money was to buy
radio equipment, including walkie-talkies, citizens band
equipment for automobiles, as well as ammunition, literature,
and other equipment not identified. Discussed in considerable

length was the putting of mobll?qiir:l?&\ ‘Ra;lehr’ ﬁﬁ“&bo
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE Z-zc.5 BY <P, ;gg b

ENCT.OSURH
/S7- a4 Lo Y

icks, Albert




-Negroes should keep plenty of ammunition in their cars, in
* their homes, as they never knew when they would need the

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE-AND JUSTICE

automobiles of Negro members, pr1n01pa11y in Bogalusa. It was
reported that Thomas went on to explain the DDJ intended to
establish a code system ‘whereby a state-wide communications set
up could be created in order that, if Negroes in one community
have dlfficulty, the Negroes could immediately call on the radio
for assistance and get assistance, Thomas talked at length
about the use-and advantages of walkie—talkies and equipment

for communication purposes.

Thomas then discussed a tendency on the part of
Negroes to buy cheap weapons like a .22 caliber. Thomas
pointed out that Negroes should buy substantial weapons, .
including a .306 caliber rifle. Thomas suggested that 12 or
16 gage shotguns were good for ."close in work." Thomas said
that if standardized gages were obtained, the Negroes in
communities could buy shells by the case., Thomas said that

ammunition, and they were to be expected to be ready whenever -
they were called upon..

Thomas said that his group has centacts in Chicago
and Houston for automatic weapons and mentioned a .50 caliber
and .30 caliber mechine gun.

Thomas statéd, referring to the Ku Klux Klan and .
white people generally, that if the Ku Klux Klan or white
people wanted violence, thaf "they intended to combat violence
with violence; that ' they had no intention of starting anything J
themselves but wanted to be ready."

Thomas discussed at considerable length the advantages
of having roving Negro patrols in the various communities so
that should any Negro be arrested by a police officer, that the
roving patrol, -as witnesses to any arrest, could immediately
defend the position of the arrested person. Thomas said that
if police officers see Negroes who are armed as the police are,
the police could be expected to probably back away and not
affect the arrest of the individual. .

Thomas discussed the need for members of this group,
if they should join, to get together with their Negro leaders,
the preachers, school teachers, and other responsible persons,
and preach to and emphasize to their leaders that if their

2
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DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

leaders do not go along with this activity, that they were not
fit in the first place. Thomas pointed out if the local members
of the DDJ were not successful in working on Negro leaders in
the community and convincing them that they, referring to CORE,

< would do it for them.

A further membership meeting of the DDJ is scheduled
at Bogalusa on Sunday, February 28, 1965, and all prospective
members were requésted to brifig money, dues, and inltiation

fees. «“

Source advised that based upon this information, the
Bogalusa City Administration felt that the DDJ would not be
too successful from the stand point of membership and dues but
were concerned about the difficulties discussions.of this type
would’ have among the Negro population in the Bogalusa community.

On the night of February 22, 1965, it was reported
that Robert Hicks, a Negro leader in Bogalusa and active in
CORE work, spoke before the Bogalusa Voters League at a meetlng
called to lend support to the Bogalusa Negro Communities
Cooperation with the City Administration. Hicks discussed
at great length the DDJ information.as discussed the previous

. evening by Ernest Thomas. Hicks pointed out to the people

in attendance, who were mostly teenage children, the advantages
of arming themselves and discussed hand grenades, walkie-
talkies, and explained generally what was stated the previous
night by Ernest Thomas.

Hicks went into great detail concerning how young
Negroes could defend themselves by converging on police officers
if the police were trying to arrest Negroes and cause difficulty
at the time of the arrest and prevent the Negro frOm being
arrested.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to yow
agency; it and its contents are not to be dlstributed outside
your agency.

3%
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I UNITED STATES GQRNMENT

Memorandum

W. C. Sulliv%éi

TO
FROM

SUBJECT:

N-CONCERNING .
(INTERNAL SECURITY)

P

This is an informative memorandum to report information

F. J. Baumgardnef}gé71
0 K

A
DEACONS FOR DEFENSE_AND_JUSTICE__1 = Martin W
“INFORMATIO

L %Yé

1 = Belmont
1l - McGowan
1l - Sulliva

DATE:  2=26~-65

Txottex oottt
e h{C1). Q—
nes

nd}

l - Baumgardner
1 — Trainor M Uz,‘

1l ~ Gray

f

~71 - Phillip

obtained from the police, Bogalusa, Louisiana, and two sources in
that city concerning steps. presentlyunder way to organize the
Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ). At a meeting held at \
Bogalusa 2-21-65 which was for. the .purpose of discussing-thes:;%figtion
of the DDJ, several local Negro leaders were present including g0
members of the Congress Of Racial Equality. (CéRE)’“ One Erne
did most of the talking and explained the. collectlon of” initia%ion
fees and dues, "which monies would be used to purchase radio equipment,
walkie-talkies, literature and ammunition. Thomas:discussed the
types of weapons which Negroes should purchase and_said the group
fhad contacts in Chicago axeg Eouston for automat:.c_weapons. The"
general tenor of Thomas%’was that Negroes should arm*themselves,
not only for defensive reasons, but that they should have woving patrols
so&that if a Negro was being arrested by a police officer, other
Negroes could come to the aid of the arrested person.* -Thomagssaid -
f thdf if the Ku Klux Klan and white people generalily wgnted Vv, c ence,
4}hey/"1ntended to combat violence with Vlolence."
”‘ = 6‘
e, | Iadvised"th % upan &
i” ormﬁ%ion available the Bogalusa City. Administration felt’%hatﬂthe
DD&-woﬁgﬁ not be too successful from the standpoint of membershIp— b7D
and dues, but were concerned jabout the difficulties discussions:of
the type referred to above w uld have among the local Negﬁg.pOpulatlon.
)
On 2-22-65 Robert S, a Bog“lusa Negro leader active in
”ﬁbRE,spoke before the Boga usa Voters! League., He discussed Thomas?
_remarks of the previous evening before the DDJ and pointed out to
those in attendance, most of whom were teenagers, the advantagesﬂl
1of arming themselves. Hicks went into detail concerning how young

Thomas

poybrey
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K
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Negroes could defend themselves by converging on police officers at
theh time the arrest of a Negro is being ?x}gade. /57__ ‘;Qy,g?é__g
1572466 p qu - : '
CONTINUED -~ OVER
ALL INFORMATION CGNTAINED
ZAEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED
§ATE L. /¢ 59 va/p/«//y
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Memorandum .to Mr., Sullivan

Re:— DEACONS FOR'DEFENSE AND JﬁSTICE
157-2466

- =

ACTION:
We have instructed the New Orleans Office to immediately
initiate an intensive investigation of the DDJ because of the
potential for violence indicated. New Orleans has been instructed
to be alert for indications of subversive and/or outside influence;
to be alert to any spread of the organization even though it now
appears to be confined 'locally; and to set out leads for other
offices promptly. They have been instructed to develop necessary
sources and run out, the allegation that the group has contacts in
Chicago and Houston for weapons. Dissemination has already been
made to Secret Service and the military intelligence at New Orleans;
we are disseminating to the Department, Secret Service and the
intelligence community in Washington, D. C.

-2-—
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Mr. McGowan

Mr. Baumgardner
Trainor
Gray

Mr, Martin

Mr. Phillips
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To: SAC, New Orleans (157«3290)

From: Director, FBI (157-2466)

Orracons vor prrmsse awp sperzce  ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
INFORHATION CONCERNYNG LI 1S UCLASSIFIED

(Internal Security) DATE : .
TE_7 205
/ BY.sp/ ;ae/ék

Reurtél 2/23/65 which reported information obtaine

from |

fouisiana, concerning steps pregently underway to organize the

Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ). A meeting was held

2/21/65 at Bogalusa with several Negro leaders present, including
. some members of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE). Purpose
o of meeting was to discuss an organization being initiated in

Iouisiana known asg the Deacons for Defense and Justice. One

Ernést Thomas did most of the talking and explained the collection

of initiation fees and dués, which moneys would be used to purchase

radio equipmeént, walkic-talkies, literature and ammunition.

Thonas discussed the types of weapons which Negroes should

purchase and urged that they possess plenty of ammunition. He said

his group had contacts in Chicago and Houston for automatic

_ . Weapons, A

b7D

R The general tonor of Thomas' talk was that Negroes should
“'arm themselves, not only for dofensive reasons, but that they
- ghould have roving patrols so that if a-Negro was beng arrested
~ by a police officer, other Negroes could comé to the aid of the
. - arrested person. Thomas said that if the Eu Kiux Klan and white
'peopls genorally wanted violence they "intended to combat violence
with violence." . , ,J

[ ] advised that based upon b7D
| information available ¢ the Bogalusa City Administration felt that

b —%he DDJ would not be too successful from the standpoint of member-

¥ ———ghip and dues, but were concernéd about the difficulties
Casper .
) REG-120 /57— 24#C6—
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AIRTEL to SAC, New Orleans
RE: DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
157-2466

‘discussions of the type refexrred to above would have among the
Jocal Negro population.

On 2/22/65 Rohert Hicks, a Bogalusa Negro leader active
in CORE, spoke before the Bogalusa Voters'! Ieague. He discussed
Thomas! remarks of the previoug eveéning before the PDJ and pointed
out to the people in attendance, who were mostly teenage c¢hildren,
‘the advantages of arming themselves, Hicks went into detail concern-
ing how young Negroes could defend themselves by converging on
police officers ak the time the arrest of a Negro is being made.

Bufiles reflect the only information available concerning
the DDJ is that contained in your radiogram 1/6/65 and follow-up
airtel and letterhead memorandum (YHM) 1/6/65 which reported on
information abtained from a CORE representative and a member of the
DDJ concerning the initiation of this new organization, Pércy lee
Bradford, identified ag President of the DDJ in your 1/6/65
communications, is probably identical to the individual by the same
name who is a victim in wxeceént; investigations hy your office under
the character "Public Accommodations, Civil Rights Act of 1964",
(your files 173-51, 173-198, 173-195 and 173-65).

There is no indication in communications submitfed to
date by your office that any investigation of captioned group is
being initiated and it appears that the only sources from whom p7p
information has been received to date is the |
[ | and the two individuals mentioned in the 1/6/65
IAM, Because of the potential for violence indicated, you are
instructed to immediately initiate an investigation of the DDJ.

Be alert for any indications of subversive and/or outside influence.
Although it appears that the DDJ is confined Jocally, be alert to
apy-spread-of-tlhe organizationami 56t out leads ¥or investigation
by other offices promptly:—Dsvelop—information—concerning the
allegation of Thomas that his group has contacts in Chicago and
Houston for automatic weapons. Intensify efforts to develop
gources relative to the DDJ and be alert to the possibility of
gggcouiaging 4tlegal arming and illegal acts by the group through
erviews.

Expedite submission of IHM containing information in
retel, It is noted that Secret Service, New Orleans, and Intellli-
gence Corps Group, New Orleans, aré being advised., Insure prompt
local dissemination of all pertinent information as developed.
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AIRTEL to SAC, New Orleany
RE: DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
157-2466

The Bureau must bo kept promptly adyised of a1l
dovelopmeénte relative to the DDJ and information suitable for
dissemination should be promptly submitted by IHM,

It is noted that retel contained no reference to any
prior communications whereas the information obviously tied in
with your 1/6/65 communications. Failure to include appropriate
teference, ag required, results in an administrative burden at
Elﬁg Se‘agt of Government. Rémind responsible personnel concerning

s natter,
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)

Vi . AIRTEL AIRMAIL
. (Priority or Method of Mailing)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS-(157-3290)
DEACONS FOR DEFENSE_AND JUSTICE—
,_LOUISIANA
. PERCY LEE BRADFORD
Y RM
6,7

airtel, 2/24/65.

Enclosed- for the Bureau are eight copies of a
letterhead memorandum concerning captioned matter.

above.,

\Mureau (Encls.8)

1-Chicago (Encl.l) (Info)
1-Houston (Encl.l) (Info)
36New Orleans (1-157-3290)
(1-173-201)

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE #-L6 -5_BY

FAS:cjo1l cc detached b
y
(8) Klan-Hate Group Unit

AGENCY: ACSI, ONI 08I, SEC SER

/CC
|

DEPT ISD,
DATE FORW: 3-2- ,2%

_-————_———_:'——_———_-

Re New Orleans teletype, 2/23/65 and New Orleans

Enclosed for Chicago and Houston is one copy of

Copies furnished ICG and Secret Service, New OrleanéJf

-157-3532 4 ez/b’ !%" (o ebss, 2
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF%'STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to New Orleans, Louisiana
File No. February 26, 1965

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
- JONESBORO, LOUISIANA -
PERCY LEE{BRADFORD

N

-+

, o LTnFormant
On February 24, 1965, | —

| } Louisiana, b6
an Temporary acting - , PI°

(3 ) M - » - -
informed as follows concerning the captloned organization: - b7D

‘ He stated that on the night of February 21, 1965, .
he had attended a meeting in the early ewning of the 21 .
members of the Executive Committee of the Bogalusa Voters
League. He stated that he had then gone to another meeting

. and had not been present at a meeting being held at the .
Bogalusa Labor Temple. He stated he subsequently found out o
that on the night of February 21, 1965, there had been a .
meeting attended by six members of Congress of Racial Equality .. .

(5 €CORE), three of whom fé knew were William Yates, Stephen

’ #Miller and a Charle enton.. He stated there were three
2L colored members CORE also in attendance, but he did not
. know specifically who they were. (STQ\,Q_)J
A . [ O
He stated that he had no knowledge of the actual
nature of the discussion of this particular group which met
with some other Bogalusa Negro citizens; however, he learned
of the results of this on the night of February 22, 1965, at
which time they had a general meeting of the Bogdiusa Voters

League.

He stated on that occasion Rope ‘&Hicks,_g;;;;;;;;L bé
| __ _ l_Louisiana, took#the 'floor and told b7c
The meeting which was attended by about fifty percent adults

and fifty percent teenagers, of the plans of the Deacons for
Defense and Justice.

ALL INFORMATION CGNTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 7=z - 21 BY 3P/ e/ )

WNCLOSURE _
" o |
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bEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA .
PERCY LEE BRADFORD

In overhearing Hicks' discussion of this matter
which Hicks had obviously learned from the CORE people at
the Sunday evening:- meeting, :the Deacons for Defense of
Justice intended to organize a group to promote civil rights
and its purposes were much the same as those of CORE, except
that this group intended to purchase citizens band, radio
walkie-talkies and other equipment for the purpose of com-
municating with one another in case of violence against Negroes
in the Bogalusa community. + . '

He stated that they talked, apparently at this meet-
ing, about arming the Negro population in order that if any
difficulty should arise with the police or with the Ku Klux
Klan, or any other .group, that the Negroes would be in a
position to defend themselves and defend their fellow citizens
who may be in some sort of difficulty.

| | advised that he personally was not in
sympathy with this position or with this program and would
not, under any circumstances, advocate that his people went
along with arming themselves as in doing so, they would place
themselves in the exact ' position that the Ku Klux Klan is
doing, that of taking the law into ‘their own hands.

He stated that through his organization, the Bogalusa.
Voters League, he would make no effort to back this type of
program or plan, but desired to continue to work peaceably
through his Bogalusa Voters League, through his Negro com-
munity, and through the Bogalusa City Council in order to
bring about a complete and peaceful integration of the entire
Bogalusa community. v

He stated that plans to enroll Bogalusa citizens
in the Deacons for Defense of Justice at $10.00 per person
plus dues, probably would not receive a warm welcome at
Bogalusa, although he personally realized that a certain
segment of the population in the Negro community would be
affected by this sort of talk and that he, representing the

2

b7D




-Louisiana, advised on Féﬁ?uary 2o, 1965, that on the night of b7C
. February 21, 1965,

o @

-

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
JONESBORO, -LOUISIANA
PERCY LEE BRADFORD ' .

Bogalusa Voters League, was not in a position where he could
appeal to these people on an intelligent level‘as this matter
ould be entirely emotlonal with them. -

He stated that he hopes that he could do something
to prevent development of this sort of activity in the Bogalusa
community.

Robert Hicks, bé

a meeting was held;at Bogalusa, Louisiana,

among several of f£he local Negro citizens and members of

CORE who he idepfified as a Reverend Frederi Kirkpatrick, 1/ ,

a Negro, Ernesg/\Thomas, Negro, Charies Fenton, white, a Steve § -
MilTer, white, William Yates, whlte, and another Negro whose ' ==
name he does not recall. /

A

The nature of this meeting was to explain to the
Bogalusa Negro community or its representatives, of the need
for an organization to aid the Negro in protecting himself
from elements in his community. He stated that this organiza-
tion was to be known as the Deacons for the Defense of Justice
and that the dues were to be $10.00 initiation fee and $2.00
per month per person. He stated that of this money a:certain
percentage would be contributed to the statewide headquarters
which was to have beén established ‘at Jonesboro, Louisiana.
He stated that one of the CORE workers, namely Revérend
Kirkpatrick and Ernest Thomas, discussed the considerable
length that the monies were to.be used from the dues and
initiation fees to pay radio equipment, including walkie-
talkies, citizens band equipment, as well as ammunition and
other various pieces of equipment. He stated that there was
some discussion about the Negroes arming themselves and
there was discussion about machine guns and purchase of machine
guns as well as ammunition. He stated that he personally
had discussed with the members of the Bogalusa Voters League
on the night of February 22, 1965, the membership in this
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DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA
PERCY LEE BRADFORD

organization and tried to stimulate interest. He stated that
he was not too sure at this time, however, as to whether this
organization was a good thing in view of the discussion about
weapons and ammunition and in essence, a -new militant position.
He stated that the members from CORE who had met with them

had discussed the fact that they had a charter for this
organization but that he, Hicks, had not yet seen-the charter
and he did not expect to take any further action as to actually
soliciting membership until such time as he could see the
charter, study it, and discuss it at some length with an at-
torney. '

Hicks indicated that there had been temporary
persons elected by this group, but did not identify these
temporary officers. He did, however, point out that there
was to be an additional meeting of .those people who were
interested in the Deacons for Defense of Justice on Sunday
night, February 28, 1965, but that he did not know at this
time whether there would be any CORE representatives or
whether the members from Jonesboro who had inaugurated this
program would be and to further spell out the aims and

purposes of the Deacons for Defense of Justice. [
. (Ui llizme) ‘ 2
On February 26, 1965xWilliam Jobyg¥ates, CORE Task

Force Worker advised that on February 215£2965, he, along with
Several other workers for CORE appeared at two meetings in
Bogalusa, Louisiana, at which time he spoke to the local Negro
population in attendance at these meetings concerning the
above organization. Yates stated that' this organization was
originated in the Jonesboro, Louisiana, area during the Summer
of 1964. He stated that he believes the purpose of this
organization is to assist Negroes in securing their rights

to protect their homes and their families. Yates stated

that this organization assists and advises Negroes as to the
procurement of arms as well as instructs them how to obtain

legal counsel in the eﬁent of court appearances.

4
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DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA
PERCY LEE BRADFORD

P

Yates stated that Robert Hicks, a local Negro leader
in Bogalusa, Louisiana, is the representative of this organiza-
tion in the Bogalusa area. Yates stated that on Monday,
February 22, 1965, Robert Hicks addressed a meeting of the
local Negroes in Bogalusa at which time he stated that the
above captioned organization was being organized in the
Bogalusa area.

) Yates noted that RichardAHaley,. Regional Director _,
for CORE in_ the southeastern_porfion of the United States does
not approve o the above captioned organization in that he
feels that it is wrong for Negroes as part of an organization
to secure arms, but feels that it is justifiable for individual
Negro citizens to want to secure arms to defend their homes

and families.

Yates was unable to furnish any information as to
how the procurement of arms was handled by the Deacons for
Defense and Justice. Yates stated that he believes that this
organization will be formed in the Bogalusa area in the near
future. -

This document contains neither recommendations nor
.conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
"is loaned to your agency; it and its’ contents are not to
be distributed outside your agency.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU)STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION !

New Orleans, Louisiang

In Reply, Please Refer to -
i March 4, 1964

DEACONS-FOR~-DEFENSE-AND-JUSTICE
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA
PERCY LEE BRADFORD

S eeras

. On March 1, 1965, The Chief of Police, -Claxton -
Knight, Bogalusa, Louisiana Police Department, informed: -
that on the night of February 28, 1965, a volunteer
meeting of the Deacons For Defense and Justice met at .

the Bogalusa Colored Union Hall, located on Third Avenue.
He stated that this group which met was entirely local

and was obviously a group which was following up the
meeting of the previous week, which meeting had been
attended by Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) members,

and individuals from Jonesboro, Louisiana.

e

Chief Knight stated that this meeting was '
“Obviously not attended by a sufficient number of Bogalusa
Negro population to indicate much interest on the part
of Bogalusa Negroes in the Deacons for Defense and Justice.

He provided the following names of those
individuals who attended this meeting, which lasted
aﬁproximately 35 or 40 minutes. He stated a total of
14 Negroes attended this meeting. -Pour of these indi-
viduals he was unable to identify. The others are as

b6
follows: b7C
AndgewASmith, | | employed at T
Crown-Zellerbach Corporation, Bogalusa., 4 ﬂ
: Willie Je«ABickham | employed b;
at Hoffman Electricd ‘Supply Co., "Bogalusa. bre
__ employed at
Iy

P

-

Crown Zellerbad a;{;\%gpora Ion, Bogalusa.

Joshus
unknown. rd

| ALLlNFORMATlOl\é gl(lJ;II\JETDAlNED ,

* HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED i %

 DNTEJ= Lot BY Pl fp | S 7— Y L G 4
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‘ondw, Jr., Varnado, Louidana, employment
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DEACONS : FOR -DEFENSE~AND JUSTICE-
JONESBGRO, LOUISIANA

PERCY -LEE BRADFORD N L
. A&
,meployed at Ray's
Street, Bogalusa..tf | . b6
/ » = BTC
L eniployment
Charleg¥Simms, | } employed igc
Keyston InsuranCeAgency, .Bogalusa.. 2
v/ I'n L
. Theodore Rg%ﬁ;;mangl l e L
employment unknowps - B
ﬁg ] 1
teh \Davis, wife's name Sue, local address
unknown, employment unknown. ) b6
\ Lﬂgq—" : ‘ b7cC
Willi:{ﬂarrisg | | employed as.cab
driver foxr A, 4¢ Young. .
Chief Knightinformed that his inquiry into
the Deacons for Defense and Justice will continue ih
. view of the potentialities for possible civic strife
“Which might arise out of this type of organization. &
He stated that it was concensus, and that of
his Assistant Chief, L, C., Tarrell;-that this organi- *°
" _zation was probably not going to be successful in

Bogalusa, a8 he was of -the impression that his Negro
community were not desirous of becoming affiliated in
any way with an organization which had as its purpose
a defiance of law and order.,

This document contains neither recommendabiohs
nor conclusions of the FBI., It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency. .-
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OPHIONAL FORM NO, 10 5010-104 l
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» UNITED STATES GOV@RNMENT : Moht

DelLoach
Caspet

Belmont

Memorandum o

Felt

Gale

TO :MR. BELMON’Q" DATE: March 15, 1965 Bosen

Sulliven e

Tavel
. Trotter
Tele. RoOM mmweocms
FROM J. H. GAIIE Holmes
Gandy

SUBJECT: DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

Mr. Harold Reis of the Department telephonically advised

that Governor LeRoy Collins, Director of the Community Relations
Service, was in to see the Attorney General this morning at which
time Collins expressed a great deal of concern with reference to an
organization known as the Deacons for Defense and Justice which is
located in Jonesboro, Louisiana. He advised that the organization-
is led by an extremely militant Negro whose name he didn't know

I and is the Negro counterpart of the Minute Men. He was desirous
of being furnished any background information we have on this organiza -
tion and of any investigation we are conducting concerning the same.

:E A check with the Domestic Intelligence Division concerning this
orgamzatmnnreveals our New Orleans Office has previously advised
concefning thé, Deacons for Defense and Justice. Information was
furnished to the Civil Rights Division and the Internal Security Division
of the Department by memoranda dated February 24, 1965, and

} Marcl;_4 1965 "The Deacons for Defense and Just1ce is a recently
formed Negro organization in the State of Louisiana, includihg members
of CO;{E and individuals from Jonesboro, Louisiana. e;&guneetmg
February 21, 1965, at Bogalusa, Louisiana, one Ern homas who
did most of the talkmg stated that thecollection of initiation fees and
dues are to be used to purchase radio equipment, walkie-talkies,
literature and ammunition. Thomas. pointed out Negroes should arm
themselves, not only for defensive reasons, but that the Negroes
should’have roving patrols so that if a Negro was being arrested by a

1 - Mr. Del.oach

1

Y =

1- Mr: .‘Belmont Co >\\§\ 2 REC1 Z{7,jg%é,{m?

1 - Mr. Rosen 1 ‘
1 - Mr. Sullivan ug 3 MAR 1.8 1365

1 -Mr. Gale ﬂ‘ﬁﬁ' ,Q( CONTINUED - OVER___

e am = ALL INFORMATION CCNTAI%'7
64 MAR 9151965 HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont
RE: DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

Ipolice officer other Negroes could come to the aid of the arrested
person.

Immediate investigation was initiated by the field because
of the indicated potential for violence. Investigation is to include
the identification of Ernest Thomas and the activity of the organiza-
tion. :

Information bas been furnished to Secret Service as well as
military intelligence concerning this group. Investigation is being
closely followed. )

ACTION:

Since information concerning the Deacons for Defense and
Justice has already been furnished to the Department, Mr. Reis’
attention will be called to the previous memoranda furnished to the
Civil Rights Division and the Internal Security Division.

=
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PLATREDLT g
: . 1 - Mr, Trainoxr
1l - Mr., Freund

TELETYPRE DEFERRED

TO SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3693)
FRON DIREGTOR, FBY

JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL PAREN NEGRO END PAREN, JONESEORO,
LOUISIANA, RACIAL MATTER, | | |

RE NEV ORLEANS TEL MARCH DICHTEEN LAST, " r e

NEW ORLEANS CONSIDER INTERVIRUING PERCY LEE BRADFORD AND =

EARNEST THOMAS, PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT RESPECTIVELY, DEACG ai
FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC, IF REASON EXISTS FOR NOT INTERVIE ING
EITHER, ADVISE BUREAU DETAILS,

DXPEDITE PRIOR BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS RE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE AND EEEP BUREAU CURRENTLY ADVISED, CONTINUE 70

SUBNIT LETFERHEAD MEMORANDA PROMPTLY, [S7 7~ Z-LEL—
FHF : SMY._ (5) : NOT RECORDED

174 mar 24 1965
é§7- Deacons for Defense and Justice, Inc.

NOTE: Deacons for Defense and Justice is a Negro group in L7
Louisiana allegedly formed to provide assistance to Negroes beiﬁv
arrested. Group alleged to be arming. Capbioned situation
involves Negroes protesting and demonstrating as resSult of rumor
that high school coach Kirkpatrick reportedly active in recent
civil rights activity was to be dismissed from position, Some
indication that Deacons for Defense and Justicée might be involved
in violence in connection with this action. ©New Orleans
previously instructed to expedite investigation of alleged
organization to determine existence, leadership and activities
and to consider complete interviews of leaders, Teletype being
sent because of volatile racial situation and indication that
Deacons for Defense and Justice may be involved.,

ALL INFORMATION CGHNTAINED
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PUBLIC ACCOMODATIONS 3
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-/ .. CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964
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’ QEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
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7 0n.3/1/65,] , La., - b
advised that-he was providirg the following inflormation on

«

‘a highly confidential basis to SA FRANK A SASS,. JR.,

primarily because -only feur individuals are aware of the
information set forth.below. .

- | | stated that he has the utmost - b7D
.confidence in the FBI but that he does nd want any other
" -governmental - agency to know the following- information at
tfﬁifjtime. He stated 'that on 3/1/65, he, [ 'L.

|Commissioner of Public Safety ARNOLD SPIERS, Colonel - .

THOMAS BURBANK, Director:of Public Safety and Superintendent -
of Louisiana State Police, met with Loulsiana Governor
JOHN MC KEITHEN at Baton Rouge, La. At that time two
principal subjects were discussed, one belng the Deacons
for Defense and Justice, the other being the Original
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (OKKKK) .

f

. !
At this time | | stated that the details L7

of a meeting between several members of the Congress of

- Raclal Equality (CORE)-. and two or three other colored -
individuals from Jonesboro, Louisiana, who met with
Bogalusa Negroes on 2/21/65, was discussed, ° |
stated that the Governor and Colonel BURBANK were .magde
aware of the existence of this organization, The Deacons
.for Defense and Justice in Louisiana, and of its possible
propensity for violence dependlng upon the degree of -
organization that may be established in the future. He
stated. that the Governor was made aware of information
developed at Bogalusa concerning Negroes beélonging to this
organization, arming themselves, etc: .

He stated that he also pointed out to the Governor
the importarice of keeping these types of individuals and
this type of .organigation out of the Bogalusa area, in
view of the strength’ of the Ku Klux Klan in that area. He
stated that Governor Mc Keithen was very much concerned
about this group and informed him, |, that he b7D

‘would discuss -this matter with Louisiana State Attorney
‘General, JACK GREMILLION, to see if any Louisiana State
Statutes might be applied to break up this organization
- prior to it actually-getting underway.

.
-2 -
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| | stated that they also discussed ~ b7D
at some-length the OKKKK, particularly as this pertained
to Bogalusa, which he stated 1s without question the
better’ organized units of all units in Louisiana,

b3
‘b7E

&

-

He stated that -they discussed-together in some
detail the advantages and disadvantages of making a
request through the Louisiana Congressional Delegates,
ihcluding Congressman 'HALE BOGGS, Senator ALLANstﬁﬁnLENDER
Senator” RUSSELL LONG, Congressman JAMES H, MORRISON,
and others' to apply pressure to some governmental investi~
gative 'body with subpoena powers to investigate this
organization in Louisiana, | stated .the b7D
main feeling of the Governor was that 'If a governmental
agency with subpoena power could inquire into the struc-
ture of"the OKKKK and into its purposes and:aims with
respect to its violence potential, that this’ may cause
the organization to dissolve as a result of 1its, exposure
to the public.

N Iemphasizéd that this matter is oy

only in the, talking stages at this time, but thabt he

hoped- that possibly some decision could be arrived at

In thé next: couple™”of weeks as to the merits of making
such.ahrequest. He stated that it was agreed that no

action would be taken'by the Governor until such time

as the Governor again communicatea with Him and informed
him of his plans. ' , |

"In this repect | | stated that he: - b7D
personally would more than welcomasome Federal investigative
body with subpoena powers delvihg into the OKKKK, partic-
ularly as that will affect his community. He stated that
his hands are complebtely tied, in this respect, and in
fact, he feels that his personal reputation has been
considerably damaged by allegatlons and inferences that
he personally is a member of the OKKKK, which he stated
1s definitely not truwe., He stated'that he could swear
almost without question that none of the members of his,
City Counéil were members of the OKKKK, with the exception
of his City Attorney, ROBERT T. RESTER. In this respect,
however, he sbated that he could not prove“that RESTER
was a member of the OKKKK, but knew from his sources and
friends that RESTER was so involved:

-3 -
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I | informed that 1t was true that he
knew many individuals who he felt were members of the Klan,
as did the members of his City Council, which he stated
possibly gave people "gullt by association lmpression.

He stated that he has alred publicly through the
news media at Bogalusa and through the local radio station

‘his views whenever possible, but that somehow the national
‘press already created a bad image of the Bogalusa community

as a whole, and he felt that possibly some personal appear-
ance before a government investigative body could correct
some of this misunderstanding. '

I | stated that he is well aware of the
FBI's responsibility with respect to organizations as
The Deacons for Defense and Justice, and the OKKKK. He
stated that he.- was most willing to co-operate at all
times with the FBI, as he felt that the FBI had been of
much assistance to his Police Department already in
keeping the local authorities advised of potential
demonstrations, etc., He stated that he would immediately
advise the FBI of any information which he received from
the Governor which would indicate the Governor's -plans.

This matter 1s being followed on a continuing
basis- at Bogalusa and if any plans are finalized, the
Bureau will be informed by letterhead memorandum sultable
for dissemination.

b3
b7E

b7D
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Memorandum | |
T0 : MR. BELMQN'Rﬂ/ W DATE: ’ March 15, 1965 %Q‘Ju

7~
FROM : J, H, GAL /4
SUBJ'EET:ODEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
/f Jd OIi:}ESBORO, LOUISIANA

Ay
L]

As indicated in my previous memorandum today, Mr. Re1s
re qhested information concerning the above-captioned orgamzatlon,-,
in Yiew of a conversation which Governor LeRoy Collins, Directox

of the Community Relations Service, had with the Attorney Generdl 3
thiSSmorning. Mr. Reis was referred to our memoranda dated A

* Fehguary 24, and March 4, 1965, advising the Department concerning &'
thls"extremely militant Negro orgamzatlon

-3

e": Mr. Reis was appreciative of this information and advised %@
tﬁ’at he had now received additional information that Governor Collins

orshis aide, Jerome Heilbron, had received a tip that the Deacons for
.} Defense and Justice, Jonesboro, Louisiana, would do something **drastic®*
- “%in the next two or three days. He was unable to furnish any specifics
ebut r;quested that Governor Collins be contacted to see what specifics
he had’concernmg this matter.

335
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e That Governor Collins be contacted to determine the specifics
*of thealleged information in his possession that the Dedcons for
Defeiise and Justice would do something drastic in the next two or

three, days and that the New Orleans Office be immediately alerted

to thiS“information for their assistance in closely followmg this

organization -~ if approved, to be handled by the Domest1c Intelligence
e Division. St

(
;*-51 Mr. Rosen

€  51-Mrv Sullivan., RECY.
B meis ALL INFORMAT!O'\},CQ&“TAINED
(6) _ HEREIN IS UNCLASS!FIED MAR 18 1965 (¢
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PLAINTEXT
TELETYPRE DEFERRED
" of j
70 SAC NEW ORLEANS 02 c
A FROM DIRECTOR, FBI

(/ DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, RACIAL MATTERS (ORGANIZATION).
' RE NEW ORLEANS TEL MARCH SIXTEEN INSTANT, CAPTIONED JACKSON
HIGH SCHOOL (NEGRO), JONESBORO, LOUISIANA, NEW ORLEANS EXPEDITE
INVESTIGATION OF CAPTIONED ALLEGED ORGANIZATION TO DETERMINE ITS
" EXISTENCE, LEADERSHIP, ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES, INVESTIGATION
SHOYLD BE BROUGHT TO POINT WHERE FULL AND COMPLETE INTERVIEWS CAN
JBE CONDUCTED WITH LEADERS. EXPEDITE AND KEEP BUREAU IMMEDIATELY
. @vrwn OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS, _ [;/

>

FHF JMW (3)

NOTE;T; Deacons for Defense and Justice is a Negro group formed in
Louisiana with onecErnest Thomas apparently its spokesman, Thomas ,
has told Negroes they should arm themselves and form roving' patrols J
which will assist Negroes when the Negroes are being arrested,
Initiation fees and dues of the group are to be used to purchase
ammunition radio RezsxandxdnesxeRxihexgrenpxare equipment and
~literature. The New Orleans Office is conducting a currert-
investigation of this group to determine its activities and

leadership,
’“%1\0“ @;@\’\Eﬂsy { 7'/ & % 6"//
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FBI NEW ORLS
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607PM DEFERRED 3-16-65 RPP
TO NEW ORLEANS

FROM DIRECTOR 1P

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, RACIAL MATTERS (ORGNIZATION),
RE NEW ORLEANS TEL MARCH SIXTEEN INSTANT, CAPTIONED JACKSON

HIGH SCHOOL (NEGRO)>, JONESBORO, LOUISIANA. NEW ORLEANS EXPEDITE
INVESTIGATION OF CAPTIONED ALLEGED ORGANIZATION TO DETERMINE ITS

EXISTENCE, LEADERSHIP, ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES. INVESTIGATION

SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO POINT WHERE FULL AND COMPLETE INTERVIEWS CAN
BE CONDUCTED WITH LEADERS. EXPEDITE AND XEEP BUREAU IMMEDIATELY
ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS,

END
NDesosoRJS
FBI NEW ORLS
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1 ~ Mr, Belmont oouoach
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SUBJECT QEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 1 : M. giﬁdar W
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 1o cre e
RACIAL MATTERS (ORGANIZATION) 7 &

Mr. 6
n 2

This is to advise youéwf the nature of ca tloned o anization
and its current activities. The*Deacons for .Defense and Justice is a
Negro group” allegedly being formed in the State of Louisiana.' Its:
headquartérs are believed to be in Jonesboro, Louisiand,, JIts:President
is rep dly Percy Lge%ﬁbadford and its Vice President is repqrtedly
homas has tolid Negroes that they shoudld arm %orng.—/

FOVing atrols ‘which will assist any Negroes who may be arrestet
Initiation fees and dues of this alleged group are to be used-t 'pﬁYchase
, ammunition, radio equipment and literature: The New Orleans Offlce is
| conducting a current investigation of this alleged group to deteymine if
| it is in existence, the identities of its leadership and its speCific
activities., Currently, the Deacons for Defense and Justice app 2% to be
interested in a demonstration which has been occurring at the J? son
High School (Negro), Jonesboro, Louisiana. Students there have; been
demog?zrating in protest of the rumored dismissal of the Athlet%c Coach
F. gerirkpatrick for his recent activity inbehalf of civil rig
Schéol authorities have not made known whether the coach is to”be dis~
missed or the basis for such a dismissal. R

Leroy Collins, Director, Community=Relations Service, Department
of Commerce, has expressed an interest in captioned organization.,
Pertinent information has been furnished to the Community Relations
Service, Civil Rights.Division and Internal Security Division of the
Department, as well as.military intelligence agencies and appropriate
state and local authorities in the State of Louisiana.

New Orleans is following this matter closely and has been
instructed to expedite its investigation of the captioned organization.
We have been pressing for early interviews of Bradford and Thomas for
the deterrent value such interviews might have. New Orleans has advised
that since Bradford and Thomas are taking an active part in negotiations
throught the Commahity Relations Service with school authorities in an
effortlito, resolve this dispute, they will not be interviewed until after
a meeting 3/22/65"6¥Ethe school board and the leaders of factions:
involved, This seems reasonable because otherwise we might be injecting
ourselves into the middle of ;this school dispute; Ve are continuing to
press vigorously our investigatlon of captiqped organlzation.

%  RECOMMENDATION: . T &
lﬁg‘ ﬁ,’f"or inform ﬂﬂ) 3*' = % (
(, ation, t¢/<-’-, 10 MAR 25 1965
<l Pl
A schsypah. a0l
. (1) 1




7/D336,ﬂev. $-22-64)
A
€« . “e < "‘ﬁ *
: { ' .

» -—

FBI
Date: 3/26/65

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)

DATE 7=l BY
Q FROM: SACf/;EW ORLEANS (157-3290) (P)
SUBJECTg;ﬂ" NGED"

M DEACONS OF DEEENSE AND JUSTICE, -INC..
' JONESBORO, LOUISIANA

/// corporate name of this organization, which was previusly
for Defense. and. Justice..

Enclosed to the Bureau are 10 copies of a
letterhead memorandum in this matter; the extra copies
are submitted for the Bureau file in the matter captioned
JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL (NEGRO), JONESBORO, LOUISIANA, RM.

ik LEADS

NEW ORLEANS DIVISION

AT JONESBORO, LOUISIANA

Will conduct interviews with the officers and
leaders of Deacons of Defense and Justice, Jonesboro,
Louisiana, as set forth below to determine in detail the
objectives of the organization and how these objectives
are to bejattained, with particular emphasis on possible
use of fi earms, potential for violence, any subuersive

AN
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@ave been utilized and under what conditions; develop any
information, particularly from EARNEST THOMAS, concerning
the allegation of THOMAS that this group has contacts in
Chicago and Houston for automatic weapons; as instructed

by-Bureau by airtel dated 2/26/65 intensify efforts to

develop sources wmalative to DDJ and be alert to discouraging
illegal arming and illeégwl-en~tsg by the group through
interviews. To be interviewed: = Punow THEE BRADFORD

EARNEST THOMAS, CHARLIE WHITE, COSETTA JACKbuiv- srmgy

AMOS, FREDERICK DOUGLAS KIRKPATRICK, ELMO JACOBS, ALl - ._
SCHERRAH, OLIN SATCHER, E, L., PATTERSON, and ODIS MARTIN,

ADMINISTRATIVE:

Additiomd information on this organization and
its activity at Bogalusa, Louisiana, was furnished in
memoranda dated February 24, 1965 captioned "Deacons for
Defense and Justice"! and February 26, 1965 and March 4,
1965 captioned '"Deacons for Defense and Justice, Joneshoro,
Louisiana, Percy Lee Bradford."

2%
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

z FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.
New grleﬁngss ngégi\i@lNFDR?ﬂAT!Qﬂ CU?;!TNNEB
. are ’ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND PllI\S-l’-IE'C!E" ",/'(i'ﬁc'; ; BY ;égé %%‘

N . JONESBORO, LOUISIANA

- - -

From July 1964 to October 9, 1964 the town of
Jonesboro, .Louisiana, had 5 Negro special police officers,
during racial demonstrations and testing. of Public
Accommodations and Public Facilities under the Civil Rights
Act of 1964. Three of the officers were_Rev. Frederick
DouglagKirkpatrick, Coach at Jackson High School,

nesboro, Louisiana, Henry Colliqg}ﬂﬁ%:y and_Elmo
,ﬁ;}&#gcqgg —— 21l of whom had other employment and served ¢
" ¥ on a part-time basis without pay. These Negro special "
police positions were discontinued by the town of Jones-
bqro on October 9, 1964. .

Henry Collins Amos advised on January 5, 1965
the Negroes organized a Negro Patrol of the Negro section
¢ of town to guard against such incidents as a Ku Klux Klan'
motor parade through'the Negro section which occurred July
16, 1964 also to rembve the fear among Negroes ofincidents
that might occur from Klansmen going into the Negro Section
“for possible acts of reprisal in the Negro section or pexsons
| exercising their rights, particularly rights granted undér
the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

™.

Amos stated that he felt that the Negro section
v was in need of police protection, which .he said could not
be had from the regular law enforcement officers of the
area, particularly after.the special Negro police were
% discontinued. Amos stated that the name the group adopted
was. Deacons for Defense and Justice (later incorporated
under the name Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc., (DDJ).
Amos stated that the leader of the group was Percy Lee ' . -
Bradford. Amos said that DDJ patrols were not ordinarily -
y armed but that they were to have available to them firearms
s if needed for self-defense.

Reverend Frederick Douglas Kirkpatrick, Coach,
Jackson High School, Jonesboro, ‘advised on January 5,
1965 that DDJ was a non-violent organization within
Jackson Parish formed to promote justice for the Negro.
Kirkpatrick stated that the ppJ followed the same principals
as laid down by the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE),

ENCLOSURE, . li
/g4 HI5e




NO 157-3290

except its members would, if attacked, defend themselves
% - by use of force. He said the DDJ had two citizens band
radios and two walkie talkies tq.be used to communicate .
with one another in case violence against a Negro should
B be initiated in Jackson Parish. Kirkpatrick stated -
.« that there were between 250 and 300 members of DDJ within‘
the parish; he said that they did not carry arms, .although
*+ possession of shotguns and rifles for hunting is common-
place in the area. He said that the following were '
leaders at that time of DDJ, which was not chartered, or -
| s incorporated, at that tlme°

> L .
g! éﬁy/{ﬂ - b6
Pres1den T Percy. Le FBradford™ . b7C

Vice President: Henry ColYins Amos
¢ . Secretary: Frederick Douglas Kirkpatrick - "
Finance Secretary: _All cherrah -

‘ ) Group Leaders: nE/auze/ as, rles Cosetta - -~
¥ “'7L3;gkson, OdquM§f?ln, Olin7Satcher, E. atterson. :

’ On January 5, 1965 Chief Adrian G. Peevy,
A i Jonesboro Police Department, and Sheriff Newt T. Loe,
~ s Jackson Parish Sheriff's Office, Jonesboro, advised that
they were aware of the existence of such a group as DDJ
and were aware of patrols of such a group. )

P

CORE at Jonesboro, Loulsiana, advised January 5, 1965
that an organization known as Deacons for Defense of -
Justice, with Percy Lee Bradford, Negro male, age about
44, as president, has been organized at Jonesboro,
Louisiana. He stated that this'organization was organized
to promote Negroes' civil rights and that its purposes
were much the same as those of CORE. He stated that
whereas CORE is completely non-violent in its methods
of dealing with civil rights matters, DDJ would be more
. militant and inclined to use violence in dealing with

r . any violent opposition encountered. He stated that
the DDJ has night patrols in the Negro sections of
Jonesboro and he feels that these night patrols are
armed.

Following is a clipping from the New York Times,
Sunday, February 21, 1965 under dateline February 19,
1965 at Jaesboro, Louisiana:
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Chief Deputy Sheriff James Van Beasley, Jackson
Par ish Sheriff's.Office, Jonesboro, advised on Mach 20,
y 1965 that the Sheriff's Office had been aware of the
existence of such 'an organization as DDJ for about three
. or four months and had seen Negro men.apparently on patrol,
, or on guard in areas of testing of public accommodations
by Negroes under the Civil Rights Act of 1964. He stated
that the Negro men most often observed on the apparent
. patrols or guard details included:Percy Lee Bradford,
= n YEarnest Thomas, Frederick Douglas Kirkpatrick, Cosetta
B -Tgaﬁksoqg Elmo Jacobs, 'Olin Satchér, and Henry Collins
. mos. -

.. Beasley stated also that an article had been
submitted from -Jonesboro and published in the New York
Times on February 21, 1965 recounting &qal or. imaginary
. activities of DDJ, and in the article statements were
-~ made that members of DDJ were armed and equipped with
citizens band (CB) radios. Beasley stated that trans-
, missions by Negroes on CB radios had been monitored on
many occasions at Jonesboro, indicating that the Negro
; patrols and guard details were on duty, butno record
.. . 'had .been kept of such transmissions that were monitored.

‘ Beasley stated that on January 30, 1965 abdut
- : 10 unknown white persons were visiting in Jonesboro at
the CORE office during -the day and that night they were
‘ , at the Minute Spot, a Negro cafe, along with Percy Lee ;ﬁjl‘
» ¢/ Bradford, Earnest Thomas, Elmo Jacobs, Qggégilﬁgrt, and
other Negroes. He stated that activities of that day
<« indicated that the Negroes had been providing patrols
v and guards in connection with the visiting white persons
and that night, just before midnight, Deputies Beasley,
Douglas McBride, and M. J. Walker, drove -by the Minute
. Spot Cafe and observed Bradford, Thomas, Amos, Jacobs,
and Lee Gilbert standing in front. of the cafe. Gilbert
: was holding in his hands.a shotgun, and the officers .
- stopped and arrested him, Gilbert claimed that the
shotgun was not hig and that he was merely holding it, but
, he gave no information on whose gun it was or whom he got
. & it from. Recovered from him was a 12 gauge shotgun loaded
with a "ring™ shell, and eight other "ring" shells were
recovered from his pockets. A "fring" shell was described
* as a shotgun shell with a cut ring around the shell, so
that when the shell is discharged in the gun, not on%y
are the pellets expelled through the gun barrel, but a

Ay
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portion of the shell casing is discharged w1th the 1oad,

making a 1arge slug-type projectile. Beasley stated that .

Gilbert was in the presence of Bradford, Thomas, [ ], and b7D
Jacobs; when he was arrested, and that they arrived at the

jail promptty to bond him out after he was charged with

displaying a dangerous weapon in  a public place while

under the influence of intoxicants. He said that Gilbert

later entered a plea of guilty to the charge.

Beasley stated that he felt reasonably sure that
these patrols and guard details were armed, .because on
recent occasions some of those most active had been arrested
and loaded firearms had been recovered from them when arrested.

Beasley stated that a Mrs. Womack, who resides
near Jonesboro City Hall, observed Cosetta Jackson leave
his taxi near city hall during the period of-police
roadblocks on March 11, 1965 and walk toward the Negro
section; he said she observed Jackson return to the taxi
later carrying a rifle. Beasley stated that Jackson was
arrested on March 15, 1965 for carrying a concealed weapon,
. 7and at that time there were recovered from him a .22 caliber
automatic rifle and a four-barrel .22 caliber pistol, both,
loaded; recovered from him also at the time of arrest were
two walkle talkie CB ‘radios.

Beasley stated that Olin Satcher was arrésted on
March 11, 1965  for resisting an officer and carrying a
concealed weapon; and at the time of arrest there was
recovered from him a .22 caliber automatic rifle, .loaded,
which Satcher had been carrying in-his car during the
period of the demonstrations at Jackson High School
(Negro) in Jonesboro.

-

-

James W. Dade, | L retired teacher, b6
and Mrs. Edward Farley, teacher at Hawk Elementary b7C
School; Jonesboro, member and chairwoman,’ respectively,
of the Grievance Committee selected to represent the
Negroes in connection with presentation of :grievances
tothe Jackson Parish School Board relgtive to the
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! « demonstrations at Jackson High School, advised on March
17, 1965.that Percy Lee Bradford and Earnest Thomas
spoke out against the proposal of .the school board
that the students discontinue demonstrations and

v return to classes as a condition of the School Board's
acceptance of the proposal to meet with the Negroes

" at Jackson High,School on March 22, 1965. Mrs.. ' .
Farley supported the effort to get the students to
discontinue demonstrations on March 17, 1965 as a basis
for ‘the meeting with the School Board, but because in part,

+ at least, of the influence of Bradford and Thomas, -
President and 'Vice President, respectively of DDJ the
demmm strations continued. -

t The corporation charter records of the office
of Jackson Parish Clerk of Court, Jonesboro, Louisiana,
under registry file number 172923, ‘contain a charter of
Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc., Jonesboro,
Louisiana, filed March-8, 1965 showing that this
organization, as a corporation, was formed March 5,
1965 by notarial act before James Sharp, Jr., Notary,
.and Attorney, at Monroe, Louisiana. Following-is a -
copy.of this charter as filed with the Jackson.Parish
Clexrk of Court, Jonesboro, Louisiana: ) )
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A&TICLES OF INGORPORATION : UNITED STATES oF AME;ICA

;» OF i - , STATE OF LOUISIANA t

DEACONS OF!DEFENSE AND JUSTICE. ING. PARISH OF° QUACHITA !

-

J
té
‘4, "
\

BE IT KNOQWN, That on thia the 5th day of the Month Jr

Ma}ch, in ¢he Year of Qur Lord, One Thousand Nine Hundred and %ixty-

i P
Five H 3 ' ‘ ; . . 'l
. ‘ *
1y b

}
L BEFORE“ME, a Notary Public, in and for this Parish and

)

State, personally cane and appeared the several partiee ot rull age

Y

o

oflmajoriby whoee signatures are subscribed) wno«declared in t?e
presence 31 the undersigned competent witnegses, ;that g.vailinga
themaelvesgof the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,
Sections 12 101 - 12:155, they do hereby organize a nonprofit ¢
cerporation as defiAed'in Revised Statute 12 101 (8) upder andgin

)

aceordancq with pheee qrtieles of incorporqtion. “' p . 5

o s

|
k3

S ¥ § ARTICLE I,  "NAME® o b
1’* u ]
| 1The name of this coﬁporation 15 "Deacons of'Defense 'and
Jﬁstice, Inc. -1 T ? ’ . . T . q' j

4 ’ ! t

]

| f 1 AiTicig 1I. "purposgd®  * f

W
A\

- e o -
P

i
b aThis corporetion 13 organized for the folloJ&ng purposes

1

* ahd to carry on’ the following%purposes: To 1nstruct, train, Jaaeh

. and eduoate Citizens of the United States and espeeiaiﬁy minority

groups in*the fundamental principals of thé republicaé‘form oﬁ
government and ‘éur demgcratic'vey of 11re “to instruct, teacht traie
ahd educate eaid persons in. the provisions of the constitution,and ,
laws of the Uniqed state and the State of Loulsidna, as well &s the
%;netitution and laws of any dther State wberein‘thie“corporaﬁion
ﬂhy Op;;ﬁfe, to!inetruet, teaeh, train and4educa%e said persons in
%he use, Value and purpose of' the ballot afid thej right to vote- to

t

1netruet,1teach’ train’and educate said pebeons"s tolithe duties and
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duties ot ‘the citizen to the ‘community and, the obligation and duties 2

of the oonmunity+to the citlzen: To further instruct, teacn, train
i

an% edutnte said persons in the value, of economic security and in®

the efleotéve use of their spending power; to inspire 'in said Eersons

b
a, 'sense oﬁ¥responsibility and to develop leadership, Tnis corpor-

%ion has ;or its further purpose, and is’'dedicated to, the cefense v
; v

'of the ciwil rib ts, property rights and personal rights of said
people and*wili defend said rights by any and all honorable and v
. 1egal means to the end that justice may be obtained, This corpor-
ation may ostablish chapters and conduct its business at any p}ace

in this State and elsewhere as permitted by law, . i

Al

s “ t z ‘Ri
a,& !1 . 1 : '*

) i‘ v
! ) ARTICLE III. "DURATION" 4 M

|
4

,ihis corporation snall enjoy corporate existence fo:
g i

-
-

8

Wi %

-

périod ofﬁninety-nine (99) years from date hereof
H
: + X X . X : t ﬂ 1
v ; 'ARTICLE IV, "REGISTERED OFrICE", )

it i . -
: %Hhe location’and posﬁ office address of its fegister@d

office shall be:, Amos Servic% Station, (rear), ?each,§pring %pad,

Drawer B,?Jonesbpro, Lqﬁisian%. < L o 3
. 1 ; i B »
4 . : f - 2 . !
2 L - ARTICLE V. YREGISTERED ASENTS"-
¥ i . . “ . "
! ‘The full names and post office addressés of'its registered

. : -~ ot - } "

agents are: ' no 4 , } R ;

B |

i

' hl. Edrnest Thomas,, P. 0., Box 472, Jonesboro, Louieﬂana.

s
.

124 Elmo Jacobs, P.’ 0. Box 12}, Jonesbbro, Douisiana. " '
k A 3 k VoL : A
a | ARTICLE VI, "BASIS OF ORGANIZATION' . ; ‘

this corporation shall be organized witnoutqcapital stock

= -
-

and membership shall be evidencedby certifioates'of membersnip The &
N ’ "! : .
membarship shall be constituted and composed of all of the under-

l 4 H

signed incorporators and all persons hereinafter who apply for

W

i
membership and satisfactory show that theyiare dedicated to the
¥ n t

proposition of protecting through any and all legal means tnose

)
1ights granted éy appropriate law to all Citizens of the United
L

i)
States of America and particularly members, of minority groups and
Zt l X v
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are accepted as members by a majority of the members of this

corporatién present and voting at a regular meeting,

ARTICLE VII. _"ROARD OF DIRECTORS"

¢ ]

i ihe affairs of this corporation shall be managed by,a

noard of i 3irectors consisting of five (5) members of this corpor-
ation troT the time of incorporation until ssid number is cnanged
by arn ‘~enhment to the article or by-laws of tnis corporation %nd v

b A

the folloming shall constitute' the first Board of Directors:

A

'-(
¥

1] ) ¢ M3

~ 1. ﬁércy Lee Bradford .P. 0. Box 95,, Jonesboro, s Louisiana
;2. é&rnest,Thomasl P, 0. Box 492, Jonesboro, Louiei%na
| 3. éharlie White ° P. 0. Box 733, Jdonesboro, Louisi?na
L. aosetta Jackson . éeneral Delié%ry, jtnesboro, Lougsiana
5. "ﬁlmo Ja;obs ;&~ ;. 0. Box 12&1 Joneeborot'Louisignaﬂ

5 4 S 3 5 " W
; !

. The qualification, term of orfice, manner of electiop,

compeqsation, powers and dutles of the dire;.:tor.s;,R the time and
pLece and manner:or calling, giving notice and off conducting directors
meetings and number of directors which shall constitute a quorum,’

snall be pLescribed by the ty-laws. L R i E
i ,": f“ s a ﬁ

ARTICLE VII. "POWER AND CAPACITY". .

¢

.
- ey

This corporation sbail’have the c&pacit& to act possessed

by natural*

person and shall have authority, to perform tnose acts
i
which are ?ecessary and! proper to accomplish the purposes expréssed

i

'or impliedyin tnese articles or that may be' incidental thaereto'jand

; #

ehall have all tHe power, authority and capgcity of a &onprofit
corporation as provided" ‘for by’Louisiana Retised Statutes of 1950,

Title 12.101 - 12 155 without %imiting saidapowers, this corporation
i 1 .
shall havetthe power and authority to receiVe, hold and administer
' i

property’in trust»as provided by law, to su? and be sued in tne;

corporate name, to make  and use a corporateleeal,ito hold, purcpase,
[ i

lease, mortrage,'pell and receive by donation or gtherwise, real,
) ' ) < s
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i ;
personil %nd mixed property, to borrow money, to issue, negotiate,

sell and ﬁledge evidences of indebtedness and to secure same by
pledges, deeds of trust or mortgage, of both the whole or any?part"
of the property of this corporation, and to receive,’ collect and

pay out money for the accomplishment of ivs corporate purposed

“’I U‘ . | (
j ARTICLE IX. "OFFICERS" : B
.’ i
§ ) The Boa"a of Directors shall ‘elect the following oificera“

A President who~ shall be chalrman of the Board of Directors, a Vice-

I3

Presidont,¥who shall be Vice-Cnainman of the Board of Directors, a

fi

. ] T 4 .3 . I: '
Secretary 'and a Treasurer. The board shall regulate ahd collect dues

; ‘ ’ * ¢ 1 1) 1
from all mombers according to its by-laws made for said purpose.
*
The Board of uinecco s may create new oifices and regulate tne' duties

i
oﬁ the oiglcers”as it nmay oeem aévisable. The first officersrare:
' i R " t ? ] i

! NAME " . 6FFICE ;

oL ?orcy Lee Bradford * b President |
i 2. &arnes% Thomas ’ ' Vice-President f
3, énarlie White ' ' selrevary !
li. ?oaetta Jackson ; :1 ;. Trgasure§ ' A

, 4 ! : .

“ ARTICLE X. -
' . : ] " 2

The Board of Directure shall havg the power %o make, amend

q
and replace by-lawe to govern tnis corporation provided they are in

al
i '

1

2 N f- S ped

accordancé with ?nd do not conflict with tnese aLticlef.
; #IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, said Incorporators have hereunto

¢ -
silgned their names at Monroe, :Louisiana, in the presence of

f Y : , .
Barbara L, Sharp  and Geraldine Williams » 1egal and competent,
¢ )

witnesses; and me, sald Notary Public, on this the Sty day of March, .

L]

in the Year of Qur Lord, One Thousand Nine‘Hundred and;Sixty-F@ve.
i f o, .
WITNESSES‘ 2 4
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‘\\_NOTARl PUBLIC "
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On March 24, 1965, HENRY COLLINS AMOS was contacted
and interviewed regardlng another matter at his office \
behind the Amos Gulf Service Station, Beach Springs Road,
Jonesboro, Louisiana., Amos voluntarily furnished information
that he is a member of Deacons of Defense and-Justice; Inc.
(DDJ), Jonesboro, which he described as a civic organization
dedicated to civic improvement in the Negro community and to
protection of the civil rights of persons ‘in the Negro "
community. Amos Stated that DDJ isg entirely non-violent,
but that some of thé members have firearms for self-defense
and for protection against persons, possibly connected
with the Ku Klux Klan, who might go to the Negro section of
town to engage in violence. -There was observed a double- -
barrel shotgun, a single~barrel shotgun, a .30 caliber )
rifle and a .22 caliber rifle all standing in the corner of

‘the office used by Amos and also used as headquarters of DDJ.

The .30 cdiber rifle was observed to .have the name Charlie
White taped on it. During the convérsation with Amos, it
was observed- that Elmo Jacobs walked into the office, and
Amos handed him a loaded .45 caliber revolver in a leather
holster from the desk drawer.

Amos stated that members of the DDJ do not engage-

-in armed patrols, but that the stories of their armed

patrols were .given out to discourage klansmen and persons -

of that kind from going into the Negro section to cause
trouble. He stated that there have been a-number of -
crosses burned in the Negro section within the last year

or two, and that one night in July, 1964, a motorcade of
about 30 cars with persons wearing hoods and white robes -

“drove through the Negro section of town, led by a’ pollce

car of the Jonesboro Police Department.

Amos took from his desk a copy of the charter
of DDJ, and he stated that the officers and members of
the Board of Directors of the organization are responsible,
civic-minded residents of Jonesboro., He stated that the.
organization has a very limited membershlp, although it
had made claim of a very large membership in order to be

.more effective in discouraging persons from entering the

Negro section for the ‘purpose ‘of cau31ng trouble.

[T v,:.*
Amos stated that he, Elmo Jacobs, Casetta Jacksony T
and Earnest: Thomas;, as representatlves of DDJ, had a meeting

with Mayor L. 0° Talt and Chief of Police Adr1an~G. Peevy,
1
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: .Jonesboro, Louisiana, on the morning of March 24, 1965, and
presented to them a.plan for civil 1mprovement of the Negro
section of Jonesboro,’ including a cleaq-up drive and a plan
for street" signs and house numbers throughout the Negro

' sectlon.

. Amos stated that DDJ definitely does not advocate
violence and that the use of firearms would be approved '
only for self-defense or for use to prevent klansmen or
organlzed groups from entering the Negro section to beat up
a resident of the area or to engage in acts of violence

4 .. against a resident of the _area. Amos stated that he felt

: . that leaders of DDJ would "be glad to furnish information to
the FBI about the DDJ* -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of theFBI. . It.is the property of the FBI and is loaned .

to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distrlbuted
outside your agency. !

12%
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The originals removed from this file and replaced with
duplicate copies of the original were accessioned to the
-National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) pursuant
to the JFK Records Collection Act of 1992, Provision of the
JFK Act allowed for certain information to be postponed from
public release until the year 2017; therefore, the pages have

NOT necessarily been released for public review in their
entirety. )

Under the JFK Act, originals to all material deemed
assassination records must be accesssioned to NARA regardless
of whether the material is open in full or released with
information postponed. Therefore, any documents or pages
from FBI files accessioned to NARA pursuant to the JFK Act
are no longer considered the possession of the FBI. The

duplicate pages have been inserted strictly for research
purposes.

The copies contained herein do not necessarily show
the most up-to-date classification.

To attain a copy of the-publicly released version of
any materials maintained in the JFK Collection at the NARA

facility in College Park, MD, you may contact the JFK Access
Staff, at 301/713-6620.

The following materials were removed from this file
and are maintained in the JFK Collection at NARA:

File & Serial Number JFK_Subject Identifier
{for NARA purposes)

[57-2466- 14 M/ML%_JML@@CW
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Mr. Earl H, Willlams
720 Fourth Street
West Des Moines, Iowa

= [

Dear Mr, Williams: s =

: S

Your leiter of June 16th has been received, L 2

and it was good to hear from you. Your best wisies and o3 j"’

the confidence in the work being handled by the Bureau — Z =

i expressed in your letter are also deeply appreciated. = =
) g

Thank you for forwarding the newspaper
clippings. Your observations are being made a maiter

of record.
Sincerely yours,
2 Ji Edgar Hoover
u 1% ] m—
- «“3

. qﬁ(’”’
RN

*.”* NO'LE: Correspondent is on the Special Correspondents’ List;. He EOD

- 3-19-34 and retired 11-30-58. His file is satisfactory. (67-32303)
. DCL/ufp . The'Deacons for Defense and Justice are su_bject czf_ Bufile 157-2466.

e \Aﬁg?

| MAILED 25
Aoy | o ALL INFORZIATI? cc:m!{g D - bl
D | NRRIE e IS UNCLASSIHED e

COMM.FBI

.‘ ’
Tol;on._.:___ VDATE Z /é - BYE%%M({V
Belnont mee—mee ' - ¥ *
]g:i;“ch--——-f Toaw o ,{‘b" ‘F g\? P’ i Iroatt o

"ﬂ ~ S gy
Felt

Iy .
e i [} ’; hiid —
Gale L - 5, : PR =2
Bosen léﬁ e LA
Sulltvan
Tavel

' B | 7, 1
) pLasiess - %“"“

Sandy mat. Roou( 1 reLeryes unir [
\ i

[oF.17.1 J—— ¢’ [
(o311 1. ' '

Contad




 DATEZ e Bo o~ 2

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

%
R
%

N
Q

(

- @ &

TRUE COPY

720 - 4th Street
West Des Moines, Iowa
June 16, 1965.

w

Enclosed are some clippings taken from the Des Moines
Sunday Register, Des Moines, Iowa, relating to thé*Deacons, an
organization headed up by one Ernest Thomas, Jonesboro, Louisiana.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

This organization seems to be patterned after all
similar groups such as Minutemen, KKK and similar groups which
parade under the guise of being a defensive organizations. It is a
Negro organization and purports to take the law into its own hand
rather than permit local, state and federal officials and courts to
handle this. Armed W1th high powered weapons, some of which have
great fire power, such groups unless kept under rigid surveillance
and control could lead to bloodshed and anarchy.

It is also surprising the apparent ease with which these
people obtained these weapons when they are denied to the average
citizen.

Some of my friends are deeply disturbed by this

for this letter.

organization-as well as other similar armed mobs. Hence the reason Y(/

I am not interested in what has been found out about
this group but only if it has come to your attention and is receiving
investigative attention.

Please be advised your support out this way is very
strong and unwavermg People still have the greatest- confidence in
the FBI and in these troublesome times prov1des an anchor fo which

. peopl?l?“ tie. P S 57— > %éé !

2{ Wishing you many rﬁ%re years of continued succes

b&’ Earl H. Williams
E}’ 3 X Agent 34-58
7 W XEROX . g@?,w,

JUL 7 1965

el _

%JQ Very truly yours, 1& {;
i 446 8 JUN 23 1955 {,
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: o = Doubt Law»' e
. ARMED Dlx E 4 The*Deacons .are cagsing con
‘ Jcern.; among” law,. enforcemen

uthorities .in Louisiana,. Th

: iorgamzahon vas. formed, Jarge®

: Ay out of ‘a behef {hat' Negroés
: : {could " not-" expect: impartial

1 {ireatment’ from . whrte lawmen

‘ aid that, if: they were: to "be|

defended agéinst.- church- burn-
ings, bombmgs Jpeatings, kiil-

§50 Chapters Now
In 3. States v _boro, La, the 32-yéu-old vices.
kD ,;president and:organizer of- the -
By Ro Reed . Deacons,.said Friday that the -
defend* Negroes against, . white ”MiSSis sm‘" andAlabama -
terrorism, is sﬁ?eadmg across “He declined’ to? : disclose - the
k- :numffer of ‘metnbefs: Outsiders

— ..

"

N

ez %

e o

ings and terrorism; -théy would

have to do.it- themselves: -
 Earnest: Thomas of Jones-~
X ©NewYorlemu Naws Service - organization had--50. to. '55;
BOGALUSA ‘LA—Am armed chapters in-various- stages ‘of
Ieague ~of: Negtoes,‘ formed to ‘organization’ _in- Lomsrana,,

gm0 s 2t

s ey GRS

e 6 n'siderablé orgamzational
work still-to-be done.. - ~ .

p Thomas said- the ,Deacons
could 'spread ‘fo: every+ ‘Soirthérn
state:.in -six_or' séven. months,
‘fthh hard work.”.. .
¢ VisHS' Members"

Thomas ‘visited " “tlie - beacons
in Bogalusa Errday in the wake

DEACONS—- (R B
i Contmued fageEtgh :
“ s M' R i é

o

{{the South: L Have " gyessed* from: 5,000 to
+f - The Deaconsf for Defense dnd 15,000,-he said, buf he would: nét
t Justlce, “born; slast sammer, in mdrcate thah elthex: fxguree was
5 northern Louisiana, has- crossed correct. - :

: jthe Mnss1ssrpp1 ‘River-fo. Mississ The: main strength 1sr

[N srppr and Alabama and plans Loulsxana. Thamcursxonsacross
§ to . maove..into * every Southern g the’ Mrssmsrppn .appear ‘o be
st staté LT L Ty , {tentative and- explorafory, with

e 4Th¢“‘Deacons have: -guns and
sthey“have« shmvn they ares

lling,rto use thent.: Twice: fn*
’Lou‘israna ‘they, ‘Have “opexied:
,jlre on, harassfng whités. € Y, o
: The orgamzahon .raises’ a
hard question; for : adv0cates of
noti-violénce.: Should, a’ " ¢ivil
rights* orgamzatxon commxited
fo.non-violence align’ ‘diself wi
the:. Déacons: and”’ accep?r i s
services; . a$ one orgamzatrl n
4has done, at least lacltly xf M £
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+ ARMED WiTH -
b RIFLES PlSTULS

' * oneof Washington Parish’s first

*¢5 dentally: “at ~Jonesborg

; weaﬁonsr “fo -effect; “frirther ¢

7- m hme gun. Most now‘use

W

. concem “thaf: the Deacons*may
bevpamted ‘as "aggressive, ar
trngger-happy“They ere‘orgaj-
- jzed - stmctly" Jfor,. defensey :and
:they “are highly< dxscxplme ¥

"“r,"r""" W -
LT L6 : ;

Des Momes Sunday Reg»sier
Juno 6 1985, T -, B‘G
General Sechon . -

DEACONS--- o

Continited from Page'Ohe'
of the murder of O’Neal Moore,

Negro deputy sherlffs. Many
Deacon chapters ‘are_in-towns
- that’ have CORE” staffers at
worky v UL

Rxchard Haley rof New!
_léans, the southern dlrectorfof
'the Congress of ‘Racial Equahty,
. said the:connection*hetween:the
. 4wo orgamzatmnsr ‘hégai;: acci

e
. CORE, discovered: that: its wol
ers were‘safer thh the Deacn ns
arolmdH 1z

..........

He hopes “to standardize

“sayings. Heé- favers: the, 30
cahber, Army carhme=and the:
“--38-caliber” plstof ‘Some “mem-7
_ bers. have~ automahc .carhiriest,
that-will fire'30 rounds-liké:a

.shiot ns,;l‘homas said.,r i X
Thomas -and"Haley ‘sharé. a

Thomas - said;s"* " EO T s §
"’; “*.One:"of: them mamn]obs. is. to e

-protect civil rights; workers and b «w

-yoluntee:

ingly exposes/ shimself* to: whnte

~violence:Wwhen*he' walks a-picket}:
. line.. But. when he goes : 46. bed

at night he is entitled:10 rest
Vithout: worry, ‘and: that’s where
the' Deacons come. m, Thomas
said, .
o3 Started in March ,

- With Pércy Lee- Bradford ‘of|..
Jonesboro as: president, the

: escort

partrclpatmg in’-civil
rlghts activities. A person know-}_ i

oneshoro’
e, ﬁ‘:ﬁ K Gheree
an’ ,ﬁ'érademthroug‘h a4

e homas -said,”
He sald the Klan rode through
(the stregt- throwing~ out[eaf-
lets w1th ‘a Jonesboro pohce

Klux ‘x’o

4

“We decuied ,thaf, if: the power
structure would do° that: for the

Ktan, then- we had® better do

; S szs 000 'AWARm Sl E
BbGALUSA,. LAL-(AR)=Gov.
John J. McKexthen, m a. tough

mood over racial troubles here;}

offered a $25,000 .cash reward

Saturday to.help “crack -the. am-"”

bush slaying;of a.Negro deputy

oy McKexthen ‘after meeting. with|

the rankmg mvesugators in-th
slaying' of Washmgton Parist
Deputy 0'Neal Moore; “met withjis

Deacons: were mcorporated in
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___________________________________ CLASS. T
REASON A FCIM 11,
. DATE
TO:. DIRECTOR, FBI (
FROM: . " SAC, DETROIT (157-768) ) )

'REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVEMENT

IS - RAM
(00: .

Mich, '

copies are being furnished New Orleans which' ‘has. an
apparent interest in view of mention of "The Deacons
for Defenge and Justice", whic¢h reportedly originated
in‘ the’ State of Louisiana.

The contents of the LHM have been made available to
‘.the Detroit Police Department and the- Michigan State

Police. -

since information contained .theréin.'could reasonably
result.-in the 1denti£i@&ﬁi®alfof informants of

CHICAGO)

Q) EACONS FoRDE Fense. ¢J/ s%c.,u

‘Re Detroit airtel with LHM to the Bureau, dated L
‘6/3/65 T s

Encloged for the, Bureau are nine ‘copies of an LHM
concerning captioned matter, -
being furnished G-2. and two copies of .the .LHM, -

being furnished U,S, Secret Servicé, both’ Detroit,
Two copies' are a2lgo being. furnished Chicago-

e e
el N Wb, \'

Z

One copy of the.-LHM 7

taec®

-
A‘é/ -
e
LY

gﬂ%

’-»

P4

The LHM is being classified comfideatdal -

BT /.4.2, ;

‘continuing value frab coggro se the. future -
effectivendss th - .g% o
i, ‘NOT RRCORDED - |, \pb =1
(3 * Bureau (En S%) (REFG JUN 22 1965]) . ¢l 2 |
- Chicago 2) . (RM) ’ -0
L. 2 hndd N@‘W 03?1 (EECo 2)—(“)-—- 4
2 0 4 - Detroit’” :
pEa g (1= 157-835  FWHC),
;-‘ (1 - 157-706 POSSIBEE RACIAL VIOLENC )
1~ . F3P/emo
(11 .
1 ( ) Jee-& & _cc LHEM ‘
o 808 RB. §
4985 PW

Special Agent in Charge
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CONH%NTIAL

imber one is |

| BSource number two is

.Source number three-isl

|Detroit

Police Department, G§>

ments.
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CONIDAENTIAL

' This matter is being followed closely by the Deétroit
Office and the Bureau will be advised of pertinent develop-
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) UNITED%ATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to B Dstroit, Michigan
File No. . June 10, 1965

Re: Revolutionary Action Movement
(RAM) ° . n — .

' Reference is made to Detroit memorandum dated
June 3, 1965, captioned as.above., - -

On June 7, 1965, socurce numbexr one, who has
furnished reliable information in’ the past, advised that
a meeting’'of the Fox and Wolf Hunt Club ™ (FWHC) was held
on,June 6, 1965, in a small office of Richard B, Henry,
located at $3341 Livernois, Detroit, Michigan. @9 (lij

Source identified the ‘following individuals ‘as
being among some of those in .attendance at this meeting:

¥

£
¥

Richard Henry,
Virgil Hobbs,

. . Charles Simmons,
Marshall Williams,

General Baker,

Valps Croséley,
Max | Hendersqn ’
- Gretta Bridges. @0 (“\ ..

Source advised that this meeting was ¢illed ~ |
to qrder by the FWHC ?residgnt ,. Richard B, Henry, and the @)%)

CLASS. & EXT. B T oS0
REASON - FCINZY, 1- .84. zzfﬁ
DATE OF REVIE é« /0 -&
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5 CONPIDIATIAL

Re: Revolutionary Action Hovement
g (RAM)

FWHC Treasurer, General B&k@r, gave his report on the
status of the c¢lub bank,sccount and he @@lle@ted the dues
for the month of June. (&)

A report was then given by Max Henderson on
the prospective purchase of shooting jackets and: jacket
arm patches and all present voted unanimously for the
purchase of the jackets and the p&ﬁ@hes.@%) ~

According to source number one, Richard Henry
showed those present & newspaper clipping which he
-stated he had taken from the Sunday edition of Jurme 6,
1965, of the"Detroit Free Press", a. newspaper-published
rdaily in Detroit. The article is c&pti@ned "Southern
Negroes Fo rmed League Against T@rr@rigts" and reads
a8 follows:

"Bogalusa, La. « An armed
leagun of Negroes, formed for defense
‘against white -terdorism, is spreading
-across the South,

"The Deacons for Defense and
Justice, born last summer in northern
Louisiana, has crossed the Migsissippi
River into Mississippi and Alabama
agd plan to ,jove into every Southern
s ate.

"The Deacons have guns and they
. have shown they are willing to use
them. : Twice in Douisiana they have
oponed fire on harassing whites,

"The organization raises a hard
. guestion for advocates of nonviolence.
'Shoufid a eivil rights organization
committed to nonviolence align it-
self with the Deacoms and accepi'its
services, as one organization has done,
at 1east tacitly if not by design? o~

: CONFMENTIAL
P 2 p— / A} R
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m@val@ti©mamy Action Meovement
. (RAMY

L)

"The Deacons are causing @@n@@rﬁ
arong law enforcenent &m&h@riﬁi@g
in Louisiana, -

)

s

s
o

"The organization was formed
1@rgely out of a belief that Negroes
could not ex«imp&rti&l treatment from
white lawmen and:that, i they were’
to be defended’ againgt ‘ehurch
burnings, bombings, beatings, '
killings hmve t@‘d@ it th@mselv@go
) "Ern@@t Thomas of® J@m@@b©r®, b
La,, 32, the vice pregident and full~
tine- organizer of the Deacons, ‘seid
that the @rg&nizati@n had 50 to 55
@hapters in' various stages of «
organization in L@uigi@n&, Migsisgippi
and Alabama. ‘ . .
"He declined to disclose the
number, of members. Omt@id@rs,have
guessed fron 5,000 to 15 000, he
said, but he. W©m1d not indicate that
either figure was correct: The"
nesmibership probably is mot large.

LA

"7The main strength is in
L@uisiam&, The incursions across
' the Mississippi: appear ﬁ@ ‘be t@nt&tive
&md expl®r&t©ry. <

" fhonss visited the Defybns. in
Bogaluse Friday in the wake of the
murder of 0'Neal Hoore, one of
' Washington Parigh’s £irst Negro
‘depmty sheriffso He was interviewed
- at the home of ‘Robert Hicks, & B@galusa
Negro-. leader whoze home has. becomé the-
~headguarters of th@ Bogalusa eivil -
rights movement, '

~ “CONEXDENTIAL
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Revolutionary Actior Movement
(RAM) ,

o

"Richard Haley of New Orleans,
- the  Southern Director of the Congress
. of Racial Equality, participated in
the -interview. CORE and, the
Deacons are on friendly terms, Many
Deacor chapters are in towns that
have " CORE staffers at work,

"Haley said the connection
between the two organizatiene began
accidentally at Jonésboro ‘when 'CORE™
digcovered that its workers were safer
with” the Deacons around.

§ : A

"Thomas said the ﬂe&eeﬁé were
armed with rifles and’ pist@ls. L

"'Everybﬁk owng his own, piece’,
he said, .The organization provides )
-ammunition, ‘which it buys in quantity
for savings.

"Them&s Hopes to standardize
,weapons to effect further savings.,
He favors the 30 = caliber’ ‘Army
carbine and the 38 -~ caliber pistcl
Some, members have -automatic carbines
that will fire 30. rounds 1ike g °
machinegun. ' Most now use sh@tguns,
Thomas - said

"Thomas and Haley share a ‘concern
that the Deacons may be, pdinted as' -
aggressive and trigger h&ppy. They .
were organized strictly for. defense
"and they are. highly disciplined
- Thomas saiq .

"OneaofwtheirfMain Jobs is to
protect civil rights workers and

-«4 @
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_Re: Revolutionary Aotion Yiov oment

(RAM)

"volunteers participating civil
rights activities. A person
knowiingly exposes himgelf. to white
violence when he walks a picket .
:1ine, But when at night he is”
entitled to rest without worry,:and
that's where. the Deacons come-in,
Thomas said :

' "With Percy Lee Bradford of, -
Jonegborg as. presidpnt, the Deacons--
were incorporated in"March as a non-
.profit corporation in Lou&@iana." "

According to source number one, Henry told
those present that they should think about possibly
going: to'Lonisiana and he mentioned it might be.a good
idea for two members of the FWHC to go to Louisiana |
to see what this group called "The Deaconsg" is all

‘about, (%)

. Henxry said he might try to telephonica;ly

. contact either Percy Lee Bradford, the President of,

"The Deacons' or Ernest Thomas,: Vice-President of "The
Deacons" %%5 , e .
‘ . Henxy - also suggested that the FWHC members
-should think about possibly having a rally in Detroit

.with the idea of raising funds in order to send: the- é%%) _

delegates to Louisiana to work along with "The Deaeong'

Source number .one advised that after the BWHC
meeting endedr the’ various members present proceeded to.
the. Hickory, Ridge Rifle Range located at 23 Mile Road" ‘and
Dequindre, outside of 'the immediate Detroit area, where
_they- engaged in target practice. é%}

On June 7, 1965 source number two and source
number. three, both of whom Jhave furnished reliable -dinfor-
mation in.the past, co®roborated’ the information furnished
-by source number one as sét out above con ning the

. meeting of the FWHC held on June 6, 1965,

v
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Re: Revolutionary Action Mbvement
(RAM)

ggource.number three also advisgéj%hat three of
the individuals in .attendance at this FWHC meeting,
namely General Baker, Charles’ Simmons and Marshall
Williams, are also’ local RAM members. .

A characterization of RAM is
contained in the appendix
Jhereto.

All unidentified sources utilized in
the appendix have furnished reliable
- information in the past. ' - | .
This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusion@ of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI). 1t is “the. property of the FBI and is loaned to
your .agency; it and its contents are not to be distri-
buted outside your agency.
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APPENDIX
- REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVEMENT (RAM)

-

On November 3, 1964, & source made available a decument
entitled, '"The Revolutionary Action Movement Manifesto', the '
document having been obtained by the source from an individual
known to be a member of RANM,

This document stated, in part, that RAM was officially
organized in the Winter of 1963 by AfrowAmericans who support
the revolutionary objectives of RQBERT ¥, WILLIAMS, now residing
in Cuba, and his concept of organized violence to achieve the.
liberation of the Afro-American people in the United States. .This
Manifesto reflected that RAM had oriented its program to one of
education and /political revolution and the organization of a.
"black™ political party with revolutionary objectives, having
recognized the need for a "'black revolution" that could and would
seize ,power., RAM philosophy is described in this document
as one of revolutionary hnationalism, that is, one involving
the struggles of the non~white races of the world sgainst
exploitation and enslavement by the white capitalist and
imperialist nations.

Regarding WILLIAMS, above, it should be noted that on
August 28, .1961, a Federal warrant was issued at Charlotte,
North Carolina, charging him with Unlawful Flight to Avoid
Prosecution for the Crime of Kidnapping. -Subsequent to the
issuance of this warrant, WILLIAMS fled the United States
to Cuba, where he now publishes a monthly newsletter
entitled 'The Crusader" from Havana,

On November 16, 1965, a second source advised that he
learned recently from a-RAM member that the organization was
begun in Detroit, Michigan, largely under the impetus of
.DON FREEMAN,- Cleveland, Ohio, described as the "Father" of
RAM and referred to as RAM's "Black Stalin'", FREEMAN now
serves as RAM Chazirman, with MAXWELL STANFCRD, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, serving RAM as -Field Chairman,. This second
source advised that there is no formal headquarters, ‘as such, ,
for RAM at present, but that headquarters are, in effect, with
FREEMAN since he plays a dominant role in the léadership
and directs the policies and activities of the organization,

BUNH/MNHM
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" 'This second 'source, in September, 1964, advised that
RAM "is. deédicated to the overthrow of thé capitalist system

in thé United States§, By vidlence if nécessary, and to its
replicémént by a socialistic ‘System oriéented toward the Chinese
Commiinist ihterpretatidn 6f Marxism-Leninism. RAM is entirely
non-whit€ “in "mémbership, clandestine in nature, and owes its
primary allegiance:to the "Bandung World", that is, the non-white
races of the wgrld, rather than to any national entity, as such.

To" date, according to the second source, in
Novériber, 1964, RAM has organized units and membership in several
of ‘the Targeér cities in the United States east of the Mississippi
River, “and”the organization is currently active, attempting to
recruit new members and expand its sphere of influence.
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(Priority)

DIRECTOR,

SAC, T.OS

. CIHERW
GELES (157-1104)(P)
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DEACONS XOR DEFEN.&:;E AND JUéTIpE

aka "The~Deacons;’

SIMS, Spokesm

CHARGE a8hass. & BXT. R

RACIAL 'MATTERS
00: ng Orleans

A

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight (8) copies of
a letterhead memorandum (LHM) setting out observations of
SA WILLIAM N, HEARD who viewed Los Angeles TV Channel 11,
Sunday night, 6/13/65 observing the "LOUIS LOMAX Show, "
* CHARLES SIMS from Bogalusa, Louisiana, who claiméd to be
| the spokesman for "The Deacons” was the-featured guest.
| Xerox copies of two newspaper articles appearing in the
S "Tos Angeles Times" dated 6/13 and 14/65 were made a part
of this THM. It is noted that one newspaper article reporte
that "The Deacons” had machine guns and other weapons in
their private arsenal. Three copies of the LHM are enclosed
: ‘ for New Orleans. Locally, copies of the LHM are being sent
| to Region IT, 115th INTC, Pasadena; Alcohol and Tobacco Tax
Unit, Los Angeles and Secret Service, Los Angeles.

r—

Moter Hotel, Room 216, 7212 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles.
- fz//
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‘For the information of New Orleans, it is being
noted that 8lso advised that prior to 3 p.m.,
6/14/65, SIMS telephoned for ROBERT YOUNG in Bogalusa,
Louisiana at telephone SOURE2~MU3L and SOURE5-6096
reaching YOUNG at the latter number and talking to him for

- 12 minutes. Also SIMS dialed stgtion to statéon to Bogalusa

to 50U~RE 5-6459 and talked for four minutes.&Z

It is being noted that subsequent to the appearance
of SIMS on the foregoing described TV program, anonymous
telephone protests were received at the Los Angeles Office

- complaining as to the aims and arms of SIMS and "The Deacons”

which indicated to them the formation of a "Negro KKK."
LEAD
LOS_ANGELES

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA., Will report the
departure of SIMS from Los Angeles.

b7D




UNI%.-;D STATES DEPARTMENT OF ]eTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Los Angeles, California
N June 15, 1965

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
also known as "The Deacons;"
CHARLES SIMS, Spokesman
RACIAL MATTERS

T fepEO )7 A

A Special Agent of the FBI yiewed the "Louis Lomax

TV Show," Channel 11, Los Angeles, Califernia, beginning 11 p.m.,
Sunday night, June 13, 1965. CharlesSims, the featured guest,
described himself as "The Man" in " Deacons" in Bogalusa,
Louisiana, saying he was 41 years old, a native of_Bogalusa,
Louisiana, had finished one year of high school, had serve@
“Your—years and five months in the U. S. Army attaining the rank
of Technical Sergeant. He had sold industrial insurance prior
to becoming associated with "The Deacons" and currently is

working as an underwriter for a builders! insurance group.

Sims was observed to be a male, Negro, graying at the
temples, balding on the top of his head and a scar was noticed

in the middle of his chin. He appeared to be about 510" and
of medium build.

Sims stated that "The :Deacons" were organized about
six months ago and that now there are from 50 to 60 chapters in
three or four states. He declined to give the total numerical
membership. He claimed "The Deacons" were organized for the
purpose of protecting civil rights workers who could not obtain
protection from local law enf%rcement authorities.

Sims stated that "The Deacons" are armed and are buying
more arms with which to defend themselves. He admitted he is
aware that it is not legal for them to carry weapons, but that he
Wwould rather be caught with a weapon than without one in Bogalusa!

ALL INFORMATION
HEREL 10 UNCLAe«;ng,pgA' NED.

TR Felecse BY_SPigur/it

S ENCLOSURE
o /59406~ ¢
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DEACONS FOR DEFENSE, AND JUSTICE,
also known as "The Deacons;"
CHARLES SIMS, Spokesman

RACIAL MATTERS

H LS Y

He volced the opinibn that in the event of "trouble" that "blood
would be flowing down thé streets like water." He claimed he
could rally 100 armed men within fifteen minutes notice and had
done 50 previolisly. He claimed he had used his gun twice but did
not elaborhte.

Any suggestions made to this program while Sims was
being interviewed which favored "non-violence" were unacceptable
to Sims and to the audience who applauded Sims wildly with Lomax
commending Sims.

At the conclusion of the program, Lomax stated Sims
would spend the next few days in Los Angeles meeting with various
civil rights orgenizations.

Another source advised that on June 14, 1965, Sims
registered at the Sahran Motor Hotel, Room 216, 7212 Sunset
Boulevard, Los Angeles.

A newspaper article entitled "Ne%ro 'Deacons! Claim
They Have Machine Guns, Grenades for fWar'!', and dated June 13,
1965 appeared in the "Los Angeles Times," "Exclusive to The
Times from a Staff Writer, was copied and is a part of the
letterhead memorandum.

A second newspaper article entitled "Deacons Chief
Defends Aims on Visit to L.A." appeared in the "Los Angeles
Times" dated June 14, 1965 which was the results of an interview
with Sims by Times Staff Writer Paul Weeks, also was copied
and made a part of this letterhead memorandum.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 1is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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Ne gm "Deacons’
‘Machine Guns, Grenades for "War”

Excwlivo to The Times lrom
» Staff Writer

BOGALUSA La—At two

" secret meetmgs, both attend-

ed by representatives of the
Congress of Racial Equality,
the Deacons for Defense and
Justice claimed to have ma-
chine guns and grenades for
use in racial warfare.

The Los Angeles Times
learned that the Bogalusa
chapter of the armed Negro
vigilante group discussed
the use of those and other

© military-type wéapons at‘its

organizational meeting last
Feb. 21 and again at a meet-

* ing the following day.

The Deacons insist their
., purpose is only defensive.
.Howevel, at both I‘ebruary
meetmgs they talked of pre-
tm" whites from going
\Iegro residential’ areas

a mght SR
“They also proposed, mak—
. ing. sure LNegroes get fair

Ml K

‘#""1' !71

Claim

trials and having armed con-
frontations with policemen
when Negroes are arrested,

The rising militancy of the
Deacons and the expansmn
of the movement is a’mew
element in the civil’ rights
struggle which.federdl ahd
state officials.view- with in-
creasing concemr

In Bogalusa a veteran po-
lice officer said:

“"They are fhrting with
danger. The other night
there was a little commotion
and rumors of trouble in the
colored ~. commumty The
Deacons hOpped in their cars
and went zipping around the
streets.

"If they keep that up they
are bound to run mto trou-
ble." T

CORE + hae co operated
with' the, Deacons in ;civil] .
rights, work in Bogalusa ‘and

.

Ah-:;:

?'r M LT s p i *'Tw-lm

They Have |

of Deacons Was-organized in
Jonesboro last ‘summer, re:
portedly” with -the aid: of
CORE members, to protect
Negroes and civil rights
worker$ from armed racists.
Earnest . Thomas, 32, of
Jonesboro, an official and !
full-time organizer of the
Deacons, has told newsmen
that there are now 50 to 55
chapters- in Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi and Alabama. Fund-
raising units are being esta;
blished in San Franclsco,
New York and other large ¢i-}’
hes, he said. -
Thomas dnd another offi-} .
cial of the parent group, Fre-}
derick’ Douglas Kirkpatrick,
a high school-coach-in Jones-
boro, came to Bogalusa in{
|February:fo organize the lol
cal chapter, ..~ *‘f:2t
. With thgm-were\two.w ite}
GORE..workers—Steve il-]

Co—ry

Tt ——

ovean

T .n-ewx.. o

Jonesboro. The, secret order
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URVEYS DAMAGEL—Robert Hicks, vice presi
f Bogalusa Voters Leagu
pyrked in front of his h
info from passing auto, He

udent of Antioch College{in

io, and William Yates, 36,

of Boston, a former Correll
English professor.

 (Less than three weeks be-

fore the organizational meet-

ing, Miller and Yates report-

. - e -
| ]Jr, 19, of San Franciscos a
5
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Ent
e, surveys damage to kar-
which he said was fited ¥
returned gunfire, f

8 Wirephoto

¥It takes violent blac
ogmbat these violfent
vhites," he declared.). "It
takes non-violent whitesland
non-violent Negroes to® sit
down and bargain whenever
the thing s over—~and iron it

out. I ain't about to.

x

¥

ed they were shot at and bea-
ten by racists in Bogalusa,
On the night of April 7 Yates
was staying at the home of,
Deacon Robert Hicks when,
Hicks fired back at whites'
who shot at his home.)

Combat 'Inovitable' .

t the organizatfo a‘y
meeting, Kirkpatnick . dis!
cussed racial combat “las
thdugh 1t is inevitable, The
Times learned. o

"We're gonna be ready for
'em. We're gonna have to be
ready to survive.* .

About 15 persons attended
the organizational meeting
at a Negro union hall here
gﬁb;\l Zé.im They jnglgdpd
Lhanles Sims, an ex-cab driv-
er with a police record of as-
saults and concealed wea-
pops, who was elected chap-
ter] president; A. Z. Young,
wresident of the BogalusajCi-

"ic and Voters League, elfct-
ed’vice president, gnd

to.

Both Sims and Hicks re-
fussass32ll 2 Times Teporier
whether Bogalusa Deacons
are armed with ~ machine
guns and other military-type
weapons.

"You know better than to
ask me questions like that,"
said Sims. |

Hicks said, "You don't tell
Your opponents what you're
doing in any kind of con-
flict.”.

Powerful Weapons Urged i

Kirkpatrick warr 4 th-:
new Deacons against "the;
tendency to buy sometking,
cleap, like alittle ole .22-cali-
bér rifle." He said, "That's
no’ weapon—you need high-
powered rifles.”

"If you gonna use a pis-
tol,” he said, "use a .38, A
shotgun is good to have for
close-distance firing."

JDeacons standardized
'their weapons, he said, mak-
ing it practical to buy ammu-
nition by the case.
WIf you got only three or
fdur bullets,” he said,
"sou're out of the fight be-
fdre it starts. Keep plenty of
ammo at your house, in your
cai wherever you are. Be
rgady. I carry with me moss
ajk the time a hundre
rjunds."
omas interjected, “W.
contacts in Chicago and

have

youston for automatic weps
ppns—for ,50-caliber and .3
caliber.”
Someone asked, "Whats
that, machine guns?"
"Yeah—and we got gre-
‘nades -too,” Thomas said:
. ."We want to be ready if they
« want to be violent." )
Radio Communications

Thomas explained that
Deacons pay . $10 initiation
fees and $2 2 month dues to
their local chapters, which in
turn pay the parent organi-
gation $100, plus 10% ¢f
dues. In return, he said, te
parent group helps equip }

- ——

b

Robert Hicks, another No-
ters League official. -,

ical chapters with two-way.
radio equipment, . .. i.¢
& ]

¢

i

The same week

>

e Boga-
I chapter was *mgd,
otper Louisiana units were
being established in Baton
Rcuge, New Iberfa and Pla.

quemine,
Thomas told the Bo.
galisa group that Deacong

ch
,dio

ters have inter-city_ ra-
communications so they

cany caii™for reinforcementy
,ﬁ <case of emergencies.

I The use of walkie-talkies
for¢ patrol work “was de-
scri(bgd by Yates ana\Miller,
.[the CORE workers. s ~
Kirkpatrick said Deacons
wouid not "protect the man
who is in the wrong," but
would want to "check things
out and make sure he gets a
fair trial."

| "The whites will pester:
jyou," commented one Dea-;
qJcon, "but when they see the
hardware, they will take
cover."

400 Atfend Meeting

| TH& mass meeting the fol-
lowing day was attended by
about 400 persons. The
-|grounds around the union
hall were heavily patrolled
by Deacons. No newsmenL
were present. :

The formation of the Boga-
lusa chapter was announced
by Hicks, who said that
CORE had brought two offi-
cials of the Deacons from
#Jonesboro to organize the
unit,

Hicks said the Bogalusa
chapter would be *the same
as in Jonesboro. They got
{{radios, walkie-talkiés, gre-||
|nddes, gas bombs, M-1 rifles.
They set up a patrol system
for the Negro community."

With the Deacons patroll-
ing, Hicks said, *No white
petson will be allowed {in a
Negro drea at night—shles-
mel or anybody.” Thuide-
rous applause and chéers
greeted that remark.

e =
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« PlanBegular Patrols

R

e=llatos 16°9200, He said about

Hicks sald, "We're gonna
patrol, And, like policemen
who are running you down
and say, 'You speedin',’ then
we pull up to them and say,
'What's the matter,’ and the
pa'l'iceman say, 'He's speed-
in',

"And we say, 'We didn't
se¢ him speed,' and when
the policemen see we armed
just ,ligce they is—a white
man' just like anybody else
— they gonna let you go
when they see you gonna at-
tack them back.”

The total strength of the
Deacons is kept secret by, tha!
'organization, but outside es-|
timates have ranged from 5,
000 to 15,000,

. Hicks has estimated -the

75% of thém are veterans of
{the armied services and sev-
eral are experts in the use of
military weapons. *

Bogalusa Police Chief
Klaxton Knight says the
Deacons increase the danger
of racial explosion. -

*My men are watching
Jthem closely, he said. "If
Jone of them makes the

wrong move he's gonna get
hjs head blown off." )
Sims prepared Saturday to
leave for Los Angeles where
he will be interviewsd-cia

[-Telavision program..

number of Deacons here at
F_;—*—ﬁw

*I'd like to start a chapter
of the Deacons in Loz An-
geles,” he said. "Man, there's
police brutality and people

with that white supremacy
stuff everywhere."
But Hicks said he does ot

see any need for 3\.1-«05:‘-‘{31'
geles chapter.

*They got problems out
there just like everywhere
else,* Hicks said, "but no-
body's shooting at anybody

in Los Angeles."

-

e S
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Aims on Visit to.L.A."

.
Tl

. of Justice for Negro

| BY PAUL WEEKS = - . *

Times Statf Writer . "
He sat immaculate in ajg”

gray business suit, white

shirt and plain tie, sipping|i'x
black coffee-in a fashionable[k%5:" 5 .- %
hotel bar on the Sunmset(fr:* -~ .

Strip. It was mid-morning.

At 41, he is balding., His|#-
black face is set off with aj}./s%
trim mustache. He lit one[f%. - .
king-sized cigaret after an-|fe: "

other.

ith the others.”

nsurance man,

A
ing in Los Angeles.

, From Bogalusa

But he is Charles Sims,
resident of the Bogalusa
La.) chapter of the Deacons]
{f Defense.and Justice, which
eportedly has amassed ma-
chine guns and- grenades
nd rifles for any eventuali-
y in the séuthern racial con-
rontation.

: Use of Arms Necessary Because of Lack

' He called the bartender|is
"Carlyle" because that's)iv
what the few others present} .
Hled him. And the barten-{ ¥
called hini "Mr. Sims" as| £#7 2t
tlie bartender used "Mister"| g, % i

"Mr. Sims" is Charles Sims,{ &2
and he|&?y /7
ight have been any other} i

egro’ insurance man visit-{ 2. ¥

Deferids

in South, He Says . ," .

S

LSV I8

‘“’{f"fﬁ:;\ R
o

Charles Sims
— ...t Times pholo
.oy + Choico Taken™
"I would rather be caight;
in Bogalusa," he said, "with
concealed weapons than
without them,*
The Deacons' arms, he in-
sisted, are defensive—not re-

Once his ‘*reserve” with
strangers was broken, Sims
:miled easily and-admitted it
vas the first time he'd had a
ie on in three months.
YSometimes," ' he sald,
I've slept-with- my clothes
n for weeks at a time — and
ometimes I didn't even take
ny shoes off."

Noncommittal on the bit
bout the. heavy. artillery,
sims admitted the Deacons
-ear arms in violation of the
:s;tci\cor};ealgd \\vasg&x;:

TRA

- thorities are worried. The

Y knsan

taliatory — for he believes
southern law .enforcement
and justice for the Negro are
nonexistent.

But federal and state au-

Deacons, they say, are play-
ing with matches in a pow-
der magazine. Regardless of
his words, how can Sims or
his associdte leaders ward
off explosion when mob pas-
sion flares? .

"I know every man in the
Deacons in Bogalusa, It's a
small (pop. _5,000) town.
Neither<tiie Communists nor

' 6

- the FRI could get in. Ana

- ance of organizational disci-

know what was going to hap-

I'm “no Communist. __The!
members respect the“Ieader-
ship, That's good enough.” -

View Differs )
To the law, Sims' assur-

pline is a fraying thread. He
sees it as a steel chain one
minute—but then:

"One time the police went
into a picket line of our
people and they pulled up
young girls' dresses with
nightsticks and they, put
lighted cigarets on their
straw 'freedom' hats. I didn't

pen." i )
The Deacons' lcadership
promptly met at Sims' house.
"I took out my gun and
put it on the tablé. I told ev-
erybody, 'Put them down
there.! They put their guns]
down. We went down to that
picket line and we joined it.
There was no more trouble.”
While he side-stepped the
direct question as to whether
the Deacons have machine
,&uns and grenades, he said,
regarding how they could
Possibly be conceived to be
defensive:"
;*I saw all the blood and
combat I ever want to see in
the second World War. I saw

Inopgﬁ people killed, tod. I

on't want to see no indre

mbat if I can get around it.
%But if ever there is a 'line
coming at us with little or
big weapons, I want to be
ready." ' .
- But of more immediacy,
he said civil rights workers
—white or black—couldn't
enter Bogalusa without the
Deacons' armed: cover.
"We've protected more
whife men in Bogalusa ¢han
we ever proteoted colored."

Reviews Lifo
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D Being Investigated

"But let's go back. I took
what I wanted a long time.
My folks could of sent me to
any school I wanted. I didn't
‘wantthat. - -

"I got in the infaniry. I
imoved around. I saw things
I never thought about in Bo-

galusa..] wericio the,library
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and I studied. T went to NCO
schsorand came out a ser-
geant, - . '
"One day in the Army I
see a corporal who was.a po-
liceman in Bogalusa. He sees
me in integrated places and
all that, He was a die<hard.
He got out of the service
‘first. He sees me back in Bo-
galusa—me still in.uniform.
"First thing he says, 'Re-
member, you're not in the

Army mow.' I made up my|,

mind then not to be pushed
around."
Sims has had a gun from
that day to this. .
On Dec. 6, 1959, & woman

‘shot him and he almost died. '

"I told my mother they g tl
this woman in jail who shft

e, I told her I was goinggto
:hit that women, The only de-
, fénse she had against me
‘was a weapon. I said, 'If ]
die, don't you, prosecute. ;’
"And when.I got-well, the
district attorney says, 'You
iprosecute.! And I says, 'You
‘know I can't read or twrite.
‘Who going to sign?' (I write
better left-handed than he
wiite). oo
."I was confiried to bed for
40 days‘and-look up to the
top-of the house. You live
your life over like that, I
never took time out beforea to
sit down and listen to my.
own thoughts," . '

Recanciliation ‘:l'o!d :
Thé worhan who Shot himl

‘here might raise money for

Sthe Deacons and he hadn't

"is my girl right now,’and I
don't plan tfo swap her for
nobody." .. .

* Long after. the shooting,

the: Saturday night brawler]

"saw the police on TV drag-
ging a woman like she was a
piece of wood,” and shortiy!
hé was in the Bogalusa Civie:
and Voters League and' then
the Deacons.
¢ "The mayor invite CORE'
(Congress of Racial Equali
ty) in for a tesf of integration
in public places, They inte-
grate for the test~—they re-
Ject us after the test is over,"
ms’ ¢lbow, fascinated,
sat authorscommentata
douls_Lomax, who ¢

| '

Simi:&e to be dissectéd on
Lomax' Sunday ight.'TV
show.

Anticipates Inlerview

*He say on the phone he
going 1o take me apart with
questions," Sims laughed. *I
don't know then if he white
or’black—but the way he say
it, I trust him—and I don't
answer questions I don%
want to." .

One last question: Did
Sims want to organize a Déa-
cons chapter in Los Angeles?

He paused. He smiled.

"I ,hadn't thought about
it." He had thought coming

given much thought to whe-
ther his appearance: here
might arouse motre hatred
and-ferror than rmoney.
+ "You might have need for
,them here. I know Bogalusa.
I don't know Los Angeles."
(A day earlier, "Sims told
a Times reporter in Boga-
lusa he would like to start a

chapter in Los Angeles, add-
‘ing, "Man, ‘there's police biu<
Rality end people with tHat
jwhite supremacy stuff every-

+
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UNQED STATES DEPARTMENT OFQJSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.
New Orleans, Louisiana ()
L/’ /7"

June .24, 1965 '

- z!
_FDEACONS. FOR DEFENSE AKD JUSTICE
HOMEE, 10UXSIANA CHAPTER

‘ . On June.10, 1965, GEORGEYBUDD, Negro male of |
L 1, Louisiana, an individual active in Civil Rights

@biﬁiﬁ??’iﬁifhe Claiborne Parish, Louisiana area, indicated that
!a Chapter 'of the Deacons for Defense and Justice .had been formed
in Homer, Louisiana. DODD indicated.'that the organization, exclus-
ively composed of local.Negro males, had originally been formed by
Negroes. in Bogalusa and Joneshoro, Louisiana,.as.a self-protection
group. DODD contipued to explain that the. arganization was. active
in areas where Ciwzl Rights activity. had either actually or was
presumed to potentially precipitate violence against Negroes by
local white segregationists. o . :

b6
b7C

Mr. DODD said that the specific .purpose of the .group was
:t0: arm themselves .and to "meet force with force”. in:.such ipstances
‘ag -local white men employed force or "terror. tactics" against
Negroes. 'Mr., DODD.was emphatic in_stressing. that the organization
intended no aggressive or violent action .against any individual or
group; and that no member of the organization would employ any
type of force unless such action was initiated against him first.
e . . S
B Mr. DODD furnished a.list_of Negro' male, individials who
are qurrently members of the Homer, Louisiana Chapter .of the
organization and1hé‘§ﬁsitioqs‘fheyUObcnpyv.as followss,

Homer, Louisiana ' President
Holsey Stop, Lisbon, Lounisiana . Vice President
Homer, Louisiana Secretary
Homer, Louisiana Financial Secretary
Homer, Louisiana” Treasurer

> . Homer, Lowisiana - ~ Hember
EMER \ Homer, Louilsiana : Member
GRANI\ BANKS Homer, Louisiana ‘ Hember
NAPOLEONXGREEN' Homer, Louisiana Hemberx
OTHAﬁ\&gWI , Homer, Louisiana = Member
WILLIE Amgshggnnxs Homer, Louisiana ' Member

NNETT ’ Homer', Louisiana Menmber
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This document cnntainsmneither recammendaiions nor
conclusions .0f. the E.B.I. . It is_the. propertympﬁ the E.B.I and
'is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency. : .
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Qtuugfess of the United States
Thouse of Representaties
Washington, D.C.
June 30th = 1965
Congressional Liaison
Office .
Federal Bur. of Investi-
Sips gation

The attached communication
is sent for your consideration.
) Please investigate the statements °
é%oontained therein and forward I?xe
' the necessary information for re-
ply, returning the enclosed corre-

spondence with your answer.

Yours truly ,

James H, Morrison
2354 Rayburn Building
Wakhingta , D. C.
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PCLOSURE -




Rt

TRUE COPY
Varnado,. La.
June 23, 1965
\\
Urgent
Rep. Jimmy Morrison
Washington, D. C.
Dear Sir. 4
£ [

Urgently request you 3sk Justice Dept. to look into Matter
of "Deacons For Defense'' in Bogalusa,/one Charles Sims, reported to be
president. They are supposed to have Machine guns, and hand grenades.

I live seven miles from that arnsnal, in the hands of a bunch of idoitic
Negrds, and I want that investigated!

Would appreciate hearing from you immediately that your
are looking into this.

Sincerely yours

Dorothy S//\ﬁcNeese N\ e

g(';g(v“}’“}( /:(7/ 266 /9
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@ Honorable James H. Morrison

ovd mayborm uiding - ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED

Washington, D, C, 20515 RESR R URSLITS
DATEMBYM

My dear Congressman:

Sulliven .
Tavel ., : 5}:34
Tr::e: \g% %5
. Tele. Rqu/u D V
L

I received your communication of June 30th and the
enclosed letter from Miss Dorothy S, McNeese.

While I would like to be of assistance to your con~
stituent, information contained in our files must be maintained as
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of
Justice. She may be assured, however, that this Bureau is ever
aware of its responsibilities, and whenever a violation of a law
within our jurisdiction occurs, we will make every effort to con-
tinue to discharge our obligations with the highest degree of thor-
oughness and dispatch.

184
WY ONIOVIY¥-0,93Y
GJedbn & § W

I am returning Miss McNeese's letter with this
~ ¢communication,

£D B¢
hEaats Sincerely yours,

' Yl
JUL | G 1986 J. Edgar Hoover, //};Z'// y)@ @
fﬁemﬁ% sure |

1 - New Orleans - Enclosures (2)
@ NOTE: Our relations with Congressman Morrison have been generally cordial.

3

A prior communication from McNeese to this Bureau on 5/4/65 was not acknowl-
edged because of critical remarks regarding the FBI's work in the civil rights
Totsn —field. The New Orleans Office is conducting a current invesi;‘igatioharegarding

Belmont : .. . ‘Y R . ogece o . . .
Moks -h-:;Deacons for Defense and Justice to determine: its ‘activitiés and leadership. Itisa-
e, o0qc

 Casper ————Negro group formed in Louisiana with one Ernest Thomas as apparantly its spokes-

ol ——man. He has advised Negroes that they should arm themseélvds and form roving

Pt ————patrols which will assist Negt®es when Negroes are being arrested.
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{ (continued on next page) a/ | LG ~
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Honorable James H. Morrison

Fees and dues of the group are used to purchase ammunition, radio equipment
and literature. Thomas claims they have 50 chapters in four Southern states.
The organization was formed as a protective measure for Negroes who are not
suitably protected by local-law enforcement agencies. A Charles L. Sims
identified himself as head of this group.
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To:  SACs, New Orleans  (157-3280) (Enc, )
Birminghan (157-1446) (Enc.)
Charlotte - (157-.882) (Enc.)
Jackson (157-3465) (THe.)
Jacksonville (157-new) (Znc.)
Nobile (157-1017) (Enc.)
Savannah (157-731) (®nc.)
\0"‘“{“5 Director, FBI (157-2466) a1 |NFORMATION CONTAINED
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

Airtel

RACIAL MATTERS
OO:NEW CRLEANS

Moht e

CASPEL wameemmmeoancn.
Callahon
CONTAG simsmeae.
Felt mme e

Gole m

Tavel e

Troxte:-..._.___
- Tele, Room

HolMes ammae
Lcandy M

clains,

Belmont —antonatic weapons.

s:.z::@@}ju;_ TEL):

ReBunirtel to

// Bureau 3/26/65 and NOteletype 7/14/65.

" Enclosed for cach office is one copy of a "Wall Street
Journal' article dated 7/12/65, entitled "More Dixie Negroes
Buy Arms to Retaliate Against White Attacks."

For the information of Offices receiving this communica-
tion, the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc,, is a Negro organ-
_ization lncorporated under the laws of the State of Louisiana with
headquarters at Joneshoro, Louisiana, The Deacons has as one of
- its purposes, the arming of Negroes for protection against Klan
violence and recently has been active in racial demonstrations
in Bogalusa, Louigiana,
it hag received wide publicity., It has been reported in news
-articles, such as the enclosed, that the Deacons has 50 to 5
chapters in secveral States; it allegedly has 5,000 to 15,000
members and has acquired a large numbexr of weapons. Bureau in-*
vestigation to date has not substantiated apparent exaggerated
At early organizational meetings in Bogalusa, Louisiana,
in February, 1965,  Deacon leaders boasted that they had sources
olson - WRO could furnish Irge anounts ;of weapons and ammunition ineluding
It is necéssary, therefore, that we obtain
oawm_g_nomplete facts as _to the organization's actual strength

e »
7/19/65

1 - Mr. J. L Martin

DATE 7=/t BY.SP2 sele f

New Orleans dated 2/26/65. NOairtel to

In zddiiion to the enclosed articleg, .-

JUL19 1965

WAEDE | ,25f/4ﬁb;7 ) é;? 52?

COMM-FBI ‘ W
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Airtel to SAC, New Orleans

RE: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AWD JUSTICE
157-2466

ReNOairtel of 3/26/65, sets forth leads to interview
officers and leaders of the Deacons in an effort to obtain
details concerning membership, arms and activities. New Orleans
immediately conduct interviews of Deacons' officers with the
purposes of obtaining complete information regarding the organiza-
tion and discouraging illegal arming and illegal acts.

It is noted that the recipient offices, except New Orleans,
advised by teletypes 7/14-15/65, that the organization did not exist in
their territories, Nevertheless, all offices receiving this
communication will immediate}y conduct appropriate investigation to
determine if there are any Deacons' Chapters in their respective
Divisions. Promptly advise the Bureau of the existence of any
Deacons' Chapters or attempts to organize, Determine leadership,
strength of membership, activities, and arms acquired. Be
especially alert for any large supply of arms and their source.
Disseminate all pertinent information to Army Intelligence and
Secret Service, locally. Promptly submit letterhead memoranda
concerning developments.

New Orleans, as Office of origin, is instructed to
subnmit an investigative report within thirty days which should
include results of all investigation to date.

NOTE:

Memorandum, B umgardner to Sullivan, dated 7/14/65,
answered an inquiry of the Director as to the accuracy of the
"Wall Street Journal's" article, 7/12/65. This organization has
been under continuous investigation since January, 1965, and
regular :dissemination has been made to the Intelligence Community,
Secret Service, the Department and the Community Relations Service,
We are continuing to follow closely this investigation and believe
that further intensified investigation being directed by this
airtel is merited.
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Date: 7/12/65
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Transmit the following in

TO: — DIRECTOR, FBI ) / g
) ¢
/);/ FROM: @S\AC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3290) 3
3 7 SUBJECT: _DEACONS ND_J 6&,
RM

For information of the Bureau, RO ED, of the!
New York Times,, telephonically advised he was preparing a
magazine story for the New York Times Sunday Supplement
on the Deacons for Defense and Justice.

REED advised he had information from members of
- the Deacons for Defense and Justice that they had 50 or 55
4} s chapters either already in operation or being put in '4§§
: operation in Louisiana, and they were extendlng this into 3/ L
Alabama and Mississippi. &
REED stated he had talked to members of this
organization in Jonesboro, La., and this is where he got h
information, but in talking to other people, they advised
this organization was not as big as the members claimed 1t
to be, and he was going to Bogalusa, La., to try to verify
this.

He inquired as to whether the New Orleans Office
could give him any information and he was advised "no comment”.

/
A
G“'N\@- Bureau  (RM)
1 - Birmingham (Info) (RM)
1 - Jackson (Info) (RM)
1 - Mobile (Info) (RM) **k {
\

o\

2 - New Orleans

‘ggf//samé mw»
5 uu(u/z 35!365

‘X Approved: N~ Sent
Sp\L\;w_{l Agent in Charge
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TO V. C. Sulliva@ DATE: 7.15-65 ;Q%Sl{fn
. . 1 - DeLoach ‘ Teoner
FROM F. J. Baumgardner 1 - Rosen O felenon
& é%gl 1 - Sullivan ng
l - Bland 1 - Baumgardner
SUBJECT: QJEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED 1 7 Phillips

o
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RACIAL MATTERS

7&/\‘ Y ~
. ¥ fpf") \\01<J
The Director and Mr. Tolson have inquired as to the

accuracy of an article in the 7-12-65 issue of *'The Wall Street -
Journal® headed "More Dixie NegroesBuy Arms to Retaliate Agains

White Attacks." .The article (attached) primarily concerns the

Deacons of Defense and Justice which is an all-Negro secret

organization centered in Louisiana with headquarters at f:f;gbdfouiﬁyff
ik Sl

Background of Organization

. The Articles of Incorporation of the Deacons datéﬂ 3-5:65
in the State of Louisiana gave the purposes of the organizablonn'*
as including: to educate citizens, especially minority groups,. =
in the Constitution and laws of the United States; to teach—theﬁ
obligations of citizenship; and to teach the defense of prqgerty and
personal rights by "any and all honorable and legal neans,* At
early.ce organizational meetings, leaders discussed purposes as
being the acquisition/of weapons by Negroes in an effort to defend
themselves against Kdan violence and to provide protection noqégﬂﬂﬂh
provided by loca thorities, The Deacons Vice-President rand7z.: gﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂV
organizer, Earnest mas, also told Negroes“tHat™tHEy Should arm :¢te/

-and form roving patrols to assist any Negroes being arrested. The

Deacons have worked closely with James Farmer and his organization, )
the Congress of Racial Equality, and with the Bogalusa Voters

League, a local civil rights organlzatlon. The Deacons have been

active in the recent demonstrations in Bogalusa.. The Deacons have -
been the subject of a continuing Bureau investigation since g:j
January, 1965, and we have been regularly disseminating -information *
concerning this organization to the Department, military intelligence,
Secret Service and the Community Relations Service.

Analysis of Article

g;ﬁﬂ3 The. following is based upon information in Bureau files
udlng :a current check with the field, The article is generally
accurate in respect to the purposes of the organization, the

Fg;%..pdb AR A AR f?E(I'4/5_7"',_2_/éé= 9/2/3
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan
Re: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

factors which motivated its start, its close relationship with
other groups such as the Congress of Racial Equality and the
possession of firearms and walkie-talkie radio equipment by its
members, There are, however, a number of inaccuracies and
exaggerations in the article relating to the following: The
article reports claims by some Deacons leaders of having over

50 chapters including some in neighboring states, Bureau investi-
gation reveals chapters exist only in Jonesboro, Bogalusa and
Homer, Louisiana; none in neighboring states., Article reports
membership estimates as between 5,000 and 15,000, Bureau investi-
‘gation indicates this highly exaggerated and membership probably
no more than a few hundred.

Article reports Deacons possess firearms and this generally
borne out by our investigation including actual observations by
Bureau Agents, In this connection, it should be noted that most
rural southerners possessfirearms?and that the carrying of rifles
and pistols in rural areas :is: commonplace by both whites and Negroes,

~ Such firearms and ammunition are readily available from local
% hardware, sporting goods stores, mail order houses and gun dealers,

LA

The carrying of firearms in Louisiana is permissible provided the
weapons are not concealed on thiggggson. A significant comment was
made by a Deacons member, ColliAsXAmos, who said that Deacons members
do not actually engage in armed patrols but that the story was
circulated concerning such patrols in order to discourage Klansmen
from causing trouble in Negro sections, Article reports that

Bureau Agents are monitoring walkie-talkie transmissions of the
Deacons., Although our New Orleans Office has equipment in Bogalusa
capable of monitoring the Deacons walkie-talkies, no monitoring has
been done of the Deacons,

Article reports a Deacons chapter in Varnado, seven miles
north of Bogalusa, to protect the widow of ".Qiieal Moore, a Negro
Deputy Sheriff slain June, 1965, Our investigation in the Varnado
area including interviews with the Moore widow has not established
that any protection is being undertaken by the Deacons and there
is no known chapter located there,

OBSERVATIONS:

Inasmuch as the Deacons were apparently organized Ior
defénsive” purposes as a retalation to Klan acts against Negroes,
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan
Re: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

it is not surprising that Deacons leaders would exaggerate its
strength for the purpose of discouraging violence against Negroes
and to help encourage increased membership. A striking illustration
of the exaggeration as to the number of chapters is the fact that
an article by Roy Reed appeared in the 6/6/65 issue of "The New
York Times" which quoted Deacons leader Thomas as saying. they had
50-~55 chapters in various stages of organization., On 7/12/65
Reed telephoned our New Orleans Office to advise that- he was
preparing another article, that he had reports of 50-55 chapters
and contradictory information that the Deacons is not as big as
claimed. He was given a '"'no comment” reply to his inquiry for
information concerning the Deacons, This surely illustrates the
uncertainty as to the actual facts notwithstanding newspaper
accounts,

RECOMMENDATION:

This is for your information., We will continue to
follow closely this investigation and keep you advised of pertinent
developments,
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Date: 7/15/65

(Type in plaintext or code)

¢ . ” " (Priority)

DATE OF REVIE

b6
¢ p7C

ReJNtel to Bureali, 7/14/65.

In the event any additional pertinent inforpati
is 'received concerning the Deacons for Defense and Justice,
the Bureau and [New Orleans will be immediately advised.

Bureau (Erl 1
New Orlea ncls. 2)

~ Jackson //
ﬁEH-ng 0 »?\0—7-3 /5 7- Zﬁléé__&gé/

K gsc sy’

7 &
/X i @ W. R 0 ’, 17 JUL 17 1965
& bt ¢ “ “ ‘c 'Z: ‘: E C,‘!’ N

4 Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of
34 LHM Two copies LHM furnished New Orleans Division. o
. O &
\ ,5 The confidential sources mentioned in enc],psad
?’118 are: f,c
§ 5 T
G N contacted 7/11/65. %
Npa “'2 , contacted 7/11/65. <
B <R “ | ], Mississippi
YAt Y 1, contacted 7/13/65. ‘
N Ay | contacted 7/13/65. }Zg{
Ty contacted 7/13/65.
o D contacted 7/13/65.
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. UNIZ&) STATES DEPARTMENT OF é"’TICE e 4

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Jackson, Mississippi ,
File No. July 15, 1965 ’

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTERS

Confidential sources who have furnished reliable infor-
mation in the past and who are familiar with the activities of
civil rights organizations in Jackson, Mississippi, have advised
that they know of no organizations of the '‘Deacons for Defense
and Justice'" in the State of Mississippi.

-On July 14, 1965, Charles Snodgrass (NA) Administrative

Assistant, Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol, who is in charge

of investigations, advised that he had recently made a specific
check concerning the possibilifigs of the "Deacons for Defense and
Justice' operating in Mississippi, and found no evidence that

-they were. He stated that he made a special effort to determine

if there might be any such organization in the Mississippi counties
neighboring Bogalusa, .Louisiana, but found no evidence that this
organization was operating in anyiof . gse counties.

On July 14 1965, Char S vers° Field Secretary,
National Associationfor the Advandement of Colored People,
Jackson, Mississigpl, advised in connection witha comment
attributed to him in an article in '"'The Wall Street Journal"
\of July 12, 1965, that ‘he had referféd to the Negroes in Missi331ppi
who were defending themselves from violence and it was these
individuals that he stated he ''was glad were around". He said
he knew of no groups of the "Deacons for Defense and Justice"
in existence in Mississ1pp1

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents are not to'be distributed outsiie your
agency. ' L

'ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATEMBY;Z%# . L
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FBI WASH DC
*‘ Tele. Room.
Miss Holmes.—_.
FBI SAVANNAH Miss Gandy
6352 PMEST URGENT 17/14/65 CJD =
~ TO/DIRECTOR,I
FROM SAVANNAH /157-7317/ i
}\\-/ = ‘
= /
Eacﬁhs FORSDEFENSE AND JUSTICE~- RACIAL MATTERS. ) /
REscE&TEL CALL THIS DATE, PERTAINING TO ARTICLE, WALL - : (
ST. &DURNAL;,JULY TWELVE LAST. {Aﬁﬂﬁé&é{
e}
SAVANNAH KNOWS OF NO ACTIVITY CAPTIONED ORGANIZATION IN
DIVISION.. EFFORTS BEING MADE TO DETERMINE IF IN EXISTENCE THIS
DIVISION. AM COPY CE FOR INFO.
END M l : .
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. Mr Tolson_
. U AR e Bz, Belmont___
& coulNiCamions secTion (@ oo Mohr———
JUL 151965,/ T é’“ﬁ""‘”'“-
F ] M Ca ahan..___
. TELETYRE Mr. Conrad...
FBI WASH DC . Mr. Galo___ |/
' osen
WC J} Tulliran.____,
ave
FBI NEW ORLS O
. Miss Ho)
AN ST URGENT 7-15-65 cus MLl INFORMATION CONTAINED Miss Gandy.——
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DIRECTOR DATE /- /t-5v BY 4

/ OM:  NEW ORLEANS (157-3290)
ﬂﬂngAcgNQ OF DEFENSE_AND JUSTICE, INC., AKA. DEACONSyFOR 7 Y£'\

DEFENSE AND JUSTICE. RACIAL MATTERS. * ’/ R
RE BU TEL-CALL JULY FOURTEEN SIXTYFIVE. - ﬁa 2y
I.  GENERAL SITUATION WITH RESPECT TO
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND. JUSTICE (DDJ)
Y NUMERICAL STRENGTH

ON JANUARY FIVE SIXTYFIVE CHARLES
JOSEPH FENTON, REPRESENTATIVE OF CONGRESS OF RACIAL
EQUALITY (CORE)>, ADVISED THAT AN ORGANIZATION KNOWN
AS THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE HAD

BEEN ORGANIZED AT JONESB;R\Z{6UISIANA. \’.\E—Q’)‘)’z, 7/ ST R ?\(@

__REVEREND FREDERICK D, XKIRK PATRICK, MEMBER

OF THE DDJ, JONESBORO, LA. ADVISED ON JANUARY FIVE SIXTYF;VE THAT
JUL 2% 1965

3 THERE WERE BETWEEN TWO HUNDRED FIFTY AND THREE HUNDRED

\ —

MEMBERS OF THE DDJ'S IN JACKSON PARISH, LOUISIANA. ON e ‘-d
MARCH ONE SIXTYFIVE CHIEF OF POLICE~CLAXTON KNIGHT ,BOGALUSA

PD, STATED ON THE NIGHT OF FEBRUARY 4WENTY§;GHT SIXTYFIVE

\\ nﬁ N

oo @M%ﬁ\;f 1
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END PAGE ONE36
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PAGE TWO
A MEETING OF THE DDJ'S HAD TAKEN PLACE IN BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA.
KNIGHT STATED THAT FOURTEEN NEGRQES ATTENDED THIS MEETING.

ON MARCH TEN SIXTYFIVE' ROYANNBURRIS AND JLA’/
CHARLES R J\SIMS, BOGALUSA, LA., ADVISED THAT THERE ARE FOURTEEN
MEMBERS OF THIS ORGANIZATION IN THE BOGALUSA BRANCH OF THE

DDJ . Oy

ON JANUARY TEN SIXTYFIVE GEORG /ODD,&PRESIDENT OF

HOMER, LOUISIANA CHAPTER OF THE DDJ ADVISED THAT THERE

o

WERE TWELVE MEMBERS OF THE DDJ INCLUDING HIMSELF IN
HOMER, LOUISIANA.

Be. MEMBERSHIP

Lt
ON JUNE THIRTEEN SIXTYFIVE, CHARLESJSIMS /Eég;

APPEARED ON THE LOUIS LOMAX TELEVISION SHOW, CHANNEL
END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

ELEVEN, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, STATED THERE ARE

FROM FIFTY TO SIXTY CHAPTERS OF THE DDJ'S IN THREE

OR FOUR STATES. |

AN ARTICLE APPEARING IN THE LOS ANGELES

TIMES ON JUNE THIRTEEN SIXTYFIVE WITH A DATELINE

OF BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA, STATED IN PART THAT EARNEST
/ TﬁEEﬁE'OF‘£ONESBORO, LOUISIANA, AN’OFFICIAL AND |

FULL-TIME ORGANIZER OF THE DEACONS, HAD TOLD

NEWSMEN THAT THERE ARE FIFTY TO FIFTYFIVE CHAPTERS

IN LOUISIANA, MISSISSIPPI AND ALABAMA. FUND RAISING
UNITS ARE BEING ESTABLISHED IN SAN FRANCISCO, NEW
YORK AND OTHER LARGE CIT;ES.

Ig/fgiHCONTINUATION OF THIS ARTICLE,
ROBé%;*&{FKS OF BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA ESTIMATED THE

NUMBER OF DEACONS IN THE BOGALUSA, LA. AREA AT BETWEEN ONE HUNDRED

END PAGE THREE
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PAGE FOUR
SEVENTYFIVE AND TWO HUNDRED MEMBERS.

THE ARTICLE FURTHER STATED THAT AT THE SAME TIME
OTHER LOUISIANA UNITS WERE BEING ESTABLISHED IN
BATON ROUGE, NEW IBERIA AND PLAQUEMINE. STATED
TOTAL STRENGTH OF THE DEACONS IS KEPT SECRET
BY THE ORGANIZATION BUT OUTSIDE ESTIMATES HAVE
RANGED FROM FIVE THOUSAND TO FIFTEEN THOUSAND
ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE.

C. CHAPTERS |

AT THE PRESENT TIME IN THE STATE OF
LOUISIANA THERE ARE THREE CHAPTERS KNOWN TO THE
NEW ORLEANS DIVISION. THESE CHAPTERS ARE LOCAFED
AT JONESBORO, BOGALUSA AND HOMER, LOUISIANA.

AS NOTED IN THE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
APPEARING IN THE LOS ANGELES TIMES DATED JUNE
END PAGE FOUR




- (] ¢

PAGE FIVE
THIRTEEN SIXTYFIVE, ADDITIONAL CHAPTERS WERE REPORTEDLY BEING
ESTABLISHED IN BATON ROUGE, NEW IBERIA AND PLAQUEMINE.

De ARMS

b7D

ON FEBRUARY TWENTYTWO SIXTYFIVE

s LOUISIANA

POLICE DEPARTMENT ADVISED THAT HE HAD LEARNED THAT
EARNEST THOMAS (DDJ) JONESBORO, LOUISIANA AT A
MEETING OF THE DDJ IN BOGALUSA HAD STATED THAT
NEGROES SHOULD BUY SUBSTANTIAL WEAPONS SUCH AS
THREE ZERO SIX CALIBER RIFLES. THOMAS SUGGESTED
THAT TWELVE OR SIXTEEN GUAGE SHOT GUNS WOULD ALSO
BE USEFUL.

THOMAS STATED THAT HIS GROUP HAD CONTACTS
IN CHICAGO AND HOUSTON FOR AUTOMATIC WEAPONS AND
MENTIONED PURCHASING A FIFTY AND THIRTY CALIBER
END PAGE FIVE




PAGE SIX
MACHINE GUN.,

ON MARCH TEN SIXTYFIVE ROYAN BURRIS,
MEMBER OF THE DDJ AT BOGALUSA, STATED IN AN ARTICLE
APPEARING IN THE LOS ANGELES TIMES THAT EARNEST
THOMAS OF JONESBORO, AN OFFICIAL AND FULL~-TIME
ORGANIZER OF THE DEACONS, STATED THAT THE DEACONS
HAVE MACHINE GUNS AND HAND GRENADES.

N!gAch TWENTYFOUR SIXTYFIVE HENRY
7 —
COLLINSVAMOS, A MEMBER OF THE DDJ AT JONESBORO,

LOUISIANA, ADVISED THAT SOME MEMBERS OF THE DDJ
HAVE FIREARMS FOR SELF-DEFENSE AND FOR PROTECTION
AGAINST PERSONS POSSIBLY CONNECTED WITH THE KU
KLUX KLAN. |

AMOS STATED THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE DDJ
DO NOT ACTUALLY ENGAGE IN ARMED PATROLS BUT THAT
END PAGE SIX




THE STORY CONCERNING THESE PATROLS WAS GIVEN OUT
TO DISCOURAGE KLANSMEN AND PERSONS OF THAT TYPE
FROM GOING INTO THE NEGRO SECTIONS CAUSING TROUBLE.
AGENTS OF THE NEW ORLEANS DIVISION HAVE
OBSERVED SIDEARMS, RIFLES AND SHOT GUNS, BUT NO MACHINE-
GUNS IN THE POSSESSION OF INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF
THE DDJ IN BOGALUSA AND JONESBORO, LOUISIANA.
E. SOURCES OF ARMS
INVESTIGATION BY BOTH THE CHICAGO AND
HOUSTON DIVESION OF THE FBI HAVE FAILED TO DETERMINE
ANY SOURCE FROM WHICH THE DDJ'S WERE SECURING
MACHINE GUNS OR AUTOMATIC WEAPONS.
THE THREE XNOWN CHAPTERS OF THE DDJ'S ARE LOCATED IN
RURAL AREAS IN THE STATE OF LOUISIANA. 1IN THESE VARIOQUS
END PAGE SEVEN




PAGE EIGHT
RURAL AREAS THE CARRYING OF RIFLES AND PISTOLS ARE
COMMONPLACE BY THE CITIZENRY, BOTH WHITE AND NEGRO.
FIREARMS SUCH AS RIFLES AND PISTOLS AND AMMUNITION ARE
READILY AVAILABLE FROM LOCAL HARDWARE, SPORTING GOOD
STORES, MAIL ORDER HOUSES, AND GUN DEALERS. THE CARRYING
OF FIREARMS IN THE STATE OF LOUISIANA IS PERMISSIBLE
PROVIDING THESE WEAPONS ARE NOT CONCEALED ON THE
PERSON.

BECAUSE OF THE ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE
MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE DDJ'S IT IS BELIEVED
THAT WITHOUT OUTSIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT THAT PURCHASING
OF WEAPONS ON A LARGE SCALE COULD NOT BE ACCOMPLISHED

BY THE DDJ'S. \
4
II. HENRYJMUSTIN ALLEGED MEMBER IEL\?ﬁ/

L

[l
THE DDJ'S
END PAGE EIGHT



PAGE NINE
INVESTIGATION TO DATE IN THE BOGALUSA AREA HAS
NOT ESTABLISHED AUSTIN®'S MEMBERSHIP IN THE DDJ'S.
IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT THAT AUSTIN IS A STATE
DEFENDENT INVOLVING THE ASSAULT OF ALTON CROWE.
NO INTERVIEW HAS BEEN CONDUCTED OF AUSTIN.
I1I. JONESBORO CHAPTER OF DDJ'S
THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION FILED MARCH NINE
SIXTYFIVE WITH THE LOUISIANA SECRETARY OF STATE SHOW
THE CORPORATE DOMICILE OF DDJ AS JONESBORO, LOUISIANA.
IV, ALLEGED MONITORING OF THE WALKIE-
END PAGE NINE




PAGE TEN
TALKIES OF THE DDJ BY FBI,
THE NEW ORLEANS DIVISION HAS EQUIPMENT
IN BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA CAPABLE OF MONITORING THE

WALKIE TALKIES OF THE DDJ, KLAN AND CITIZENS BAND RADIOS,

HOWEVER, NO MONITORING HAS BEEN DONE OF THE DDJ.

v. ALLEGED PROTECTION OF THE WIDOW OF

0'NEAL MOORE

INVESTIGATION IN THE VARNADO AREA WHERE
0'NEAL MOORE RESIDED AS WELL INTERVIEWS OF O°'NEAL
MOORE'S WIFE HAS NOT ESTABLISHED THAT ANY PROTECTION
II1S BEING UNDERTAKEN BY THE DDJ'S IN THE VARNADO,
LOUISIANA AREA. 1IN ADDITION THERE IS NO KNOWN
UNIT OF THE DDJ'S LOCATED IN VARNADO, LOUISIANA.
END PAGE TEN.




PAGE ELEVEN

@ BASED ON THE FACTS AVAILABLE BY INVESTIGATION

TO DATE THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE OF JUSTICE WHICH
ORIQINATED IN JONESBORO, LOUISIANA THIS YEAR, HAS
ATTRACTED A CERTAIN ELEMENT OF THE NEGRO RACE BUT

THE CLAIMS BY NUMEROUS ORGANIZERS THAT THERE ARE
BETVEEN FIVE TO FIFTEEN THOUSAND APPEARED TO BE
GROSSLY EXAGGERATED. AS RACIAL DEMONSTRATIONS,
MARCHES AND ACTIVITIES CONTINUE TO INCREASE
THROUGHOUT THE STATE OF LOUISIANA, IT CAN BE
ANTICIPATED THAT THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS WILL INCREASE.
IT CAN READILY BE SEEN FROM INFORMATION DEVELOPED
THAT THE CHAPTERS ARE GENERALLY FORMED WHENEVER THERE
IS ANY SORT OF RACIAL ACTIVITY OR DEMONSTRATION IN THE
PARTICULAR LOCALS, AND WITH THE INCREASE IN PARADES
AND DEMONSTRATIONS BY THE NEGROES IN VARIOUS CITIES
END PAGE ELEVEN




PAGE TWELVE

THROUGHOUT THE STATE OF LOUISIANA THE ORGANIZERS
WILL UNDOUBTEDLY ENDEAVOR TO ESTABLISH CHAPTERS
IN THESE PARTICULAR CITIES. AS INFORMATION -
IS DEVELOPED THE BUREAU WILL BE PROMPTLY ADVISED.
END,
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R ECLASSIFICATION AUTHDRITY DERIVED FROM. o T be ' |

THI RUTLMATIC DECLASSIRICATION GULLE : b7C
DATE ng-31i-701s BY:
/s Mr, Toluon
e 3 Mz, Belmont_
: FEDERAL BURER F lessnGAnun . { Mr. Mohr..
Mr. DeLoach_._
FBI WASH DC COMMUNICATIONS SELTION I\NAH galsper
r, lah
JULL 5 1965 My, Callahan—

FBI BIRMGHAM TEL E

PM CST URGENT 7-14-65 WCR

(
’ To’ DIRECTOR ALL TN
HEREIN I8!
FROM BIRMINGHAM /157-1446/ 2P  EXCEFT WHERE SHOWN

OIHERWISE

QIACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, RM. 00 NEW ORLEANS.

OTHER THAN FURNISHED BY NEV ORLEANS.
IN ACCORDANCE WITH REFERENCED COMNUNICATION BIRMINGHA
connucrzo FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION ON JULY FOURTEENTH INSTANT.\b‘
J anp marcus Jons, DETECTIVE, B @f[ rl
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA POLICE DEPARTMENT, WHO SPECIALIZES IN RACIAL [
MATTERS, WERE CONTACTED CONCERNING INSTANT MATTER. INFORMANT AND 570
DETECTIVE JONES ADVISED THEY COULD FURNISH NO INFORMATION CONCERNING

—

ANY ACTIVITY OF THIS GROUP IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION NOR THE IDENTITY
OF ANY BIRMINGHAM DIVISION MEMBERS OF THE GROUP. INFORMANT AND
DETECTIVE JONES ARE COGNIZANT OF AND FOLLOW ACTIVITIES OF MOST
'RACIAL aROUPS ‘TN BIRNINGHAM DIVISION. BIRMINGHAM WILL FOLLOW

MATTER AND FURNISH ANY NEW INFORMATION DEVEI‘.ORED. 60/&57 C?/éé 92)7




PAGE TVO

CONCERNING ARTICLE JULY TWELVE LAST ISSUE OF WALL STREET
JOURNAL, BY FRED L. ZIMMERMAN, JOURNAL WRITER, CAPTIONED "RACE
AND VIOLENCE", BIRMINGHAM NOTES MAJOR PORTION DEALS WITH RACIAL
SITUATION IN LOUISIANA. BIRMINGHAM NOT AWARE OF ACTUAL RACIAL
SITUATION IN STATES OTHER THAN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION. RACIAL
SITUATION IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISIQN APPEARS TO BE CALM WITH VARIOUS
GROUPS, NEGRO AND WHITE, ATTEMPTING TO SEARCH FOR SOLUTIONS TO
RACIAL PROBLEMS THAT WILL BE SATISFACTORY TO ALL CONCERNED.

BIRMINGHAM HAS NO KNOWLEDGE THAT NEGROES IN BIRMINGHAM
DIVISION PLAN TO RESORT TO VIOLENT TACTICS OR FOLLOW AN "EYE FOR AN
EYE" THEORY. BIRMINGHAM IS OF OPINION THAT MOST INDIVIDUALS AND
GROUPS IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION DESIRE TO AVOID ALL RACIAL VIOLENCE
AND ARE EARNESTLY SEEKING A PEACEFUL ANSWER TO RACE PROBLEMS
!RATHER THAN THE FORMING OF “ARMED ORGANIZATIONS"™ AS MENTIONED
IN ARTICLE.,

COPY BEING FORWARDED TO NEW ORLEANS AIRMAIL REGISTERED.

END
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FBI VWASH DC

¢ DIRECTOR

FROM : JACKSON (157-3465)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
U, S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

JUL 151965
TELETYEE

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE /7-/¢ - BY

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE. RM.

RENOTELEPHONE CALL TO JACKSON JULY FOURTEEN,
SIXTYFIVE CONCERNING ARTICLE IN JULY TWELVE NINETEEN
SIXTYFIVE, ISSUE OF "THE WALL STREET JOURNAL™ CONCERNING

CAPTIONED ORGANIZATION,

THE .JACKSON DIVISION HAS RECEIVED NO INFORMATION
TO INDICATE THAT THERE IS ANY CHAPTER OR MEMBER OF THE
DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE IN MISS. INFORMANTS AND
SOURCES WITHIN CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS IN JACKSON, MISS.,
CONTACTED ON JULY ELEVEN SIXTYFIVE RELATIVE TO CAPTIONED
ORGANIZATION STATED THEY KNEW OF NO SUCH ORGANIZATION IN

THE STATE OF MISS.

ON, JULY FOURTEEN SIXTYFIVE CHARLES SNODGRASS (NA)

ADMINISTRATIVE. ASSISTANT MHSP IN CHARGE OF‘}NVESTIGATION

ADVISEDTHAT  HE''HAD RECENTLY MADE A SPECIFIC CHECK CONCERNENG mee,
2 JuL 29 1985

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO

THE POSSIBILITIES OF CAPTIONED ORGANIZATION OPERATING

IN MISS., AND FOUND NO EVIDENCE THAT THEY WERE. HE STATED
THAT HE MADE A SPECIFIC EFFORT TO DETERMINE IF THERE MIGHT
-BE ANY SUCH ORGANIZATION IN THE COUNTIES NEIGHBORING
"BOGALUSA, LA ., BUT FOUND NO EVIDENCE THAT THIS ORGANIZATION

WAS IN ANY OF THESE COUNTIES.
CHARLES EVERS ADVISED ON JULY FOURTEEN INSTANT CONCERNING
THE ABOVE ARTICLE THAT THE WALL STREET JOURNAL REPORTER ONLY
RECORDED A PART OF HIS CONVERSATION VITH EVERS. EVERS STATED HE
HAD REFERRED TO THE NEGROES IN MISSISSIPPI WHO WERE DEFENDING
THEMSELVES FROM VIOLENCE, THESE INDIVIDUALS EVERS STATED HE
VAS GLAD THEY WERE AROUND. STATED HE KNEW OF NO CAPTIONED GROUPS
IN EXISTENCE IN MISSISSIPPI.
AIR MAIL COPY TO NEW ORLEANS.
END
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o 0 ' Mr. Mohr
FBI WASH DC - . DoL.oach—
1 3 Y. CABPOr e
P DELATMENT OF JUSHOE | Callahan—
CuMMUNICATIONS SECTION Mr. g;:md—-—
FBI CHARLT JUL 14196 Mr, Gslo——
/- My, e ——
ﬂ)os ‘ TELETYPE \N‘ P pullivan =
* " FBI CHARLT " Mz, Trotter——
n Mizs Holmesaemes
* pu/ URGENT 7-14-65 pxr ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED N et
TO: . / DIRECTOR, FBI HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ‘ —

T ’ DATE_Z-/¢ ~s» BY_&4

FROM: CHARLOTTE (157-882)

/ﬁ | /b W
DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, RACIAL MATTER. EG Ms ﬁ :
RE NEV ORLEANS TELEPHONE CALL TODAY PERTAINING TO M'X
ARTICAL, THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, MONDAY JULY TWELVE LAST. f!f ,
PAGE ONE, ABOVE ISSUE, WALL STREET JOURNAL, CONTAINS : '

d

.
£

STATEMENT DEACONS HAVE FORMED GROUPS IN SEVERAL TOWNS.IN. f}"
'S.C. AND IN TWO g%ns IN WESTERN N.C. . (// /
DURHAM MORNING HERALD, DAILY NEWSPAPER, DURHAM, N.C., \/[Qf
IN JULY ONE LAST ISSUE REPORTED ON NATIONAL CONVENTION CORE
WHICH TOOK PLACE DURHAM, N.C., JULY ONE THROUGH FIVE LAST.
ARTICLE REPORTED THAT JAMES FARMER, NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF

. CORE, HAD STATED HE WOULD NOT CONDEMN THE DEACONS ORGANIZATION

DESCRIBED AS A MOVEMENT WHICH HAS RECENTLY BEEN ORGANIZED : 7& - 4
ReS 5 9 > Yok 27
| IN THE DEEP SOUTH. DEACONS, ACCORDING TO ARTICLE, ARE ARMED

VIGILANTE GROUPS SET UP TO PROTECT -NEGBQX\\E){:QHBORHOODS AGATNST mwcnen —

L
WHITE MILITANTS AND INADEQUATE‘\IE'AUT\EQFORCEMENT. S JUL 29 1985
oo T
END PAGE ONE ¢>\O v WET — —
-~ ‘,‘,?‘ ;*8»
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PAGE THREE
JULY TWELVE LAST CAPTIONED "NATIONAL CONVENTION OF CORE,
DURHAM, N.C., JULY ONE-FIVE, NINETEENSIXTYFIVE, RACIAL
MATTERS." S

COPY TO SAVANNAH AIR‘MAIL.
CIZXX e

CORR PAGE ONE .LLNE 5 WORD 5 SHD. BE TOWNS

CORR PAGE TWO LINE 1 WOREXXOXXWORD 5 SHD. BE DURHAM
WA, ..JPHM
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PAGE TWO

CE 157-882

JULY THREE LAST ISSUE Dghuam MORNING HEARLD CONTAINS
ARTICLE SHOWING ERNEST THOMAS OF MISS., A CHARTER MEMBER OF
‘DEACONS, APPEARED BEFORE CORE CONVENTION AND BLASTED KKK
AND REDNECK TECHNIQUES. HE DECLARED PERIOD OF NEGRO NON-
VIOLENCE IS OVER. THOMAS CHARGED WHITE MEN HAVE GIVEN NEGRO
NEW LAWS AND PRIVILEGES BUT NEGROES HAVE BEEN BEATEN WHEN
THEY TRIED TO USE THEM. HE SAID WE MUST HAVE THE DEACONS
TO LET THE KLAN KNOW THAT NEGROES AS A WHOLE ARE NOT NON-
VIOLENT. ARTICLE SHOWS THAT CORE DIRECTOR JAMES FARMER
VOICED HIS SUPPORT OF DEACONS. ALSO, DR. LONNIE X, BLACK
MUSLIM MINISTER OF WASHINGTON, ALSO SUPPORTED DEACONS.

NO ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE DURING CORE CONVENTION OR INFORMATION
RECEIVED AS TO ANY CHAPTERS OF CAPTIONED ORGINIZATION WITH
CHARLOTTE TERRITORYAND NO INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM INFORMANTS
OR SOURCES THAT SUCH CHAPTERS OR UNITS EXIST.

LOGICAL SOURCES AND INFORMANTS BEING CONTACTED IN EFFORT
TO DETERMINE IF ANY UNITS OF THIS ORGANIZATION DO EXIST
WITHIN CHARLOTTE DIVISION.

INFORMATION CONCERNINGCORE CONVENTION, INCLUDING FORE-
GOING INFORMATION RE DEACONS SUBMITTED IN LHM BY CHARLOTTE
END PAGE TVO
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, FIDLAL BUSRSD LF THVESTICATION
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JACKSONVILLE HAS NO INFO IN INDICES CONCERNING FORMATION

0

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, RACIAL MATTERS.

RECALL FROM ASAC SYLVESTER FROM NEW ORLEANS TODAY.

OF ANY OF CAPTIONED GROUPS IN NORTHERN FLORIDA. INFORMANTs_g/

HAVE NOT INDICATED ANY SUCH ACTION BEING TAKEN,
JACKSONVILLE WILL BE ALERT FOR SUCH GROUPS AND WILL o,

ADVISE THE BUREAU IMMEDIATELY IF ANY SUCH ACTIVITY IS rvwﬂj) ‘% / .

STARTED. . |

AIRMAIL COPY TO NEW ORLEANS,
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7,7 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION )
£ DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE .
.commumcmows SECTION & Y
- JUL- T4 1965 - Mr. MohYee——
’ Mr. Deloachee—
e TELETYRE ﬁ(/ e e
Mr. Conrad
Mr Felt—
N . Gale
: R
20 947 Pl CST URGENT T7/714/65 ng‘ ’ M gﬁ!;—a—-;y
. Tavel
TO/DIRECTOR AND NEW "ORLEANS Mﬁ T?ther
Tele, Room e
oM MOBILE /157= 1017/ Miss HolmeSa
Miss Gandy

Y 3 T

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, RH.

3

g, RE< PHONE CALL FROM ASAC SYLVESTER, NEW ORLEANS

TObgng s REFERENCE ARTICLE IN WALL STREET JOURNAL JULY TWLEVE
LASI)CAP‘{&IONED " RACE AND VIOLENCE",

5" "THOBLLE HAS DEVELOPED NO INFORWATION TO REFLECT THAT g /
. )Y CHAPTER INSTANT ORGANIZATION IN EXISTENCE WOBILE DIVISION .
'AGENTS HAVE.BEEN .INSTRUCTED TO REMAIN ALERT FOR INFO INDICATIN
FORMATION SUCH GROUPS . INFORMANTS AND SOURCES ARE BIENG
LIKEVISE ALERTED AND iF ANY POSITIVE INFO RECEIVED, BUREAU
AND NEV: ORLEANS WILL BE PROMPTLY NOTIFIED.
END B
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010=107
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES G(éRN'MENT

Memorandum
DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) DATE: 8/2/65
SAC, JACKSONVILLE (157-1074) (RUC) - | =
@ * !
Seacons oF DEFENSE Anp Justice ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED.
RACIAL MATTERS HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
: R
DATE_7-/¢-5 BY

Re Bureau airtel to New Orleans, Etal, dated
7/19/65.

On 7/16/65, SPIVER GORDON, CORE Field Secretary
for Florida, | ] Tallahassee, Fla., was b6
contacted by SAs ROBERT W, CLARK and V., LLOYD WARNKEN b7C

concerning investigation on another matter. During the
conversation, GORDON was asked if he was familiar with
captioned group, and he replied that he was. He stated

that captioned group has on occasion in the past worked
with CORE, They are a group of normally local businessmen
who participate in picket lines and protest marches in a
non-violent manner. If violence breaks out, this group
combats violence with violence. They will attack local
white residences just as hate groups and klans will N
attack Negro residences. He added that they have most
noticeably been active in Louisiana and that he has been
contacted by a representative of the group who was inquiring
to determine if they were needed in the North Florida area.
GORDON related that he told them they were not needed at
this time in North Florida and to the best of his knowledge,
there are no such groups active in the state of Fla.

! On the dates indicated the following persons were
contacted by SA V. LLOYD WARNKEN and advised they had no
information concerning the existence of a group of captioned
organization being in existence in the Florida area:

On 7/23/65, Mr. DALE TROY, Investigator, State
Attorney's Office, Tallahassee, Fla.;

On 7/27/65, Chief of Police R. D. EDWARDS,

Quincy, Fla.; o\ —
a W57 2l &3

On 7/27/65, Sheriff ATHO/EDWARDS, Gadsden County, ;%59’
Quincy, Fla. v  e—— e =,

.
-

~ New Orleans =

\ —-—-.___.Msnluz:;‘

-

%%‘)v jekgﬁ%lg{ U.S. Savings Bonds Regu/arf),/;\ on the Payroll Savings Plan & i
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JK 157-1074

On the contact, all of the above persons :
advised that should they obtain any information concerning
captioned organization they would immediately notify the
FBI. '

On 7/26/65, SPIVER GORDON, CORE Field Secretary,
Tallahassee, Fla., contacted SA V. LLOYD WARNKEN concerning
another matter and during the course of this contact
advised that there had been quite a bit of talk recently
concerning the organization of a group of the Deacons of
Defense and Justice possibly in Jefferson and Madison
Counties in North Florida. He stated, however, that he
was discouraging the organization of this group adding
that he did not feel they were needed and would serve no
useful purpose in North Florida at this time. He stated
that to the best of his knowledge there is no such group
currently operating in the state of Fla., and no formative
steps being taken in an attempt to organize such a group.

In view of the fact there appears to be no such
group currently active in the North Florida area, this
matter is being considered RUC and should any information
come to the attention of the Jacksonville Office concerning
this group it will immediately be made knownto the Bureau
and New Orleans.
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)

-

FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3290)

- -

"CHANGED"
(DDEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., aka
ODeacons for Defense and Justice, Inc.* ‘

organization as determined through investigation
' Jonesboro, Loui’siana o

%«

é%k ,‘ Title changed to reflect. correct name-of

N

) ’ “

/{ "Enclosed for San Francisco are two: photostatic
copies of the Articles of Incorporation of the Deacons of

Defense and Justice, Igilfziﬁ!ﬁig ok P b6

gl‘ . N - - . - b'7C

I —r= 7 = - I b7D

| ], on 8/3/65, advised that ERNEST. THOMAS

I |, -present Vice Presidentaof A
Deacons of Defense and Justice; is’ currently ‘in _San: ir )
Francisco and can be reached until" 8/6/65 through area 2
code [ ] telephone number]| [ No. address~ava11ab1e.

s PO

(31 Bureau - e T
-~ Birmingham Lo ‘9@-10Z~»

2-,Char10tte e -

2- Jackson

2~ Jacksonville

2- Miami

2--San Francisco (Enc.-z) ‘

2~ Savannah R

2- New °rleaﬂﬂ_L|NF0RMAnom CD*‘!TAINED ?"’ AUG«“?@:SSS
Riens  HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIE

(19) @QATE %E%Y

l 5 3 Almptz‘%d‘%anrinlpAnnm in CGharae~-reen Sent

:‘W"am«
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NO 157-3290/sms

‘ “For the information of Saii Franciséo' [ | farther
stated that THOMAS assumed Vice Présidency of the Deacons
ofr Defense and Justice Wwhen the application for charter
was initiated as[__ | employed by the school béard,
Jonesboro, Louisiana, and consideration was given to the
prospect of his, losing his job, THOMAS was to be
figurehead only but assumed more power than originally
anticipated, ~THOMAS, who [ ___ | brands a radical person,
began making public statements to the effect that the
Deacons of Defense and Justice advocate the use of violence-
and that they have sources for automatic weapons in Houston,
Texas, and Chicago, Illinois,

According to ] the Deacons of Defense and
Justice of Jonesboro is entirely a Negro organization with
branches in Bogalusa and Houma, Louisiana. Their efforts
have "beeh directed toward peaceful activity in the area of

‘civic improévement to gain recognition, and they advocate

violence as a defensive measure. only.

further. stated that THOMAS is to be removed
from the Vice Presidency and the Board ‘'of Directors at the
next election of the Deacons og Defense gnd Jus@ice.

Mr, M, M, BOONE, Pérsonnel Manager, Continental
Can Company, Jonésboro, on 8/3/65, made available the
following descriptive data of ERNEST THOMAS which he

-

readily indicated was five years old. ....

b7D

b7D

b7D

bé
b7C

Name ERNESTJ/THOMAS
Race Negro

Sex Male
Date of Birth | L,

Place of Birth Jonesboro, Louisiana é?AL',Gl

Height 5'TI"

Weight 197 pounds Tl

Eyes Brown
Hair Black
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- NO 157-3290/sms

Relatives . Wife - EVE u/frﬁoms,

my, A mr S Father = W. T ZPHOMAS,
~——" Mother - DONI HOMAS A&ﬁ%/

Residence

— , Louisiana
L telephone number S
Social Security # | |

Military Service U, S. Air Force,
' 12/29/54, to 1/6/59°
‘Employment Continental Can Company
7/18/60,~ 11/10/60, laborer;
International Harvester
1/5/53 - 12/6/54, Western
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois

LEADS

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION
AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

1) Through telephone number [:::::::]locate
ERNEST THOMAS and interview him in an effort to determine
in detail the objections of the Deacons of Defense and
Justice, Inc. and how these objéctions are to be obtained,
with particular emphasis on public use of firearms, potential
for violence, any subversive and/or outside influence and
_whether patrol and guards have been utilized and under what
conditions,

2) Develop all information concerning the
allegation of THOMAS that this group has contact in
Chicago and Houston for the acquisition of automatic
weapons,

3) Determine THOMAS' activities in the San
Francisco area and identify any groups or organizations
with which he is affiliated
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NO 157-3290/snms
4) Determiné THOMAS' itinerary and approximate
date of return to Jomesboro, Louisiana, . ‘ |
o 5) " Attempt. to determine through interview THOMAS'
source of income,
B It should be noted by San Francisco that the Bureau
by airtel dated 2/26/65, has instructed that throiigh
interviews of all members of the Deacons of Defense and
Justice, Inc, that efforts should be made to develop sources
relative to the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc., and be
alert to discourage ilszal_anminz}énd illegal acts by this
group, The identity' of should not be disclosed
to THOMAS and hdis impending dismissal as ;
should not be discussed,

(’w,
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SAC, Los Angeles (157-1184) ,EONHM“AL 8/17/65

Director, FBI (157-2466%9£252029 1 - Mr, Trainor

O DEC’L?JZIFIED BYSP) AGJEWD. i - inlf-. LBI;r l'l::;.nmurphy
Dmggs OF DEFENSE %L

AND JUSTXCE. CLASS. & E 5// ez,
RACIAL MATTERS REASON - FOUM 11
DATE OF REAASW ,7;@(
///ﬁ/ ReLAlet and letterhead memoxrandum (LHI) 8/5/65,
e
fir

copies to Atlanta, captioned "Cominfil, -SNCC"; and Los Apgeles
airtel and LHY 6/15/65 captioned "Deacons for Defense and
Justice," copies to New Orleans., Enclosed for the information
7& New Orleans is one copy of referenced letter and LHM, 8/5/65.

Reairtel sets forth information that Charles Sins
£ the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Bogalusa, Louisiana, was
in Los Angeles in June, 1965, and appeared on the Louis Lomax
television program on 6/13/65. News articles concerning the
Deacons appeared in the "Los Angeles Times" of 6/13/65, The
Deacons is an all-Negro organization formed for the claimed
purpose of self~protection against Klan violence, Its members
are encouraged to carry arms, and during recent demonstrations
inlngalusa, Louisiana, Deacons were observed carrying walkie-
talkies.,

Los Angeles letter and LHM of 8/15/65 sets forth
information from a source that "...a member of the Los Angeles
Local-Socialist Workers Party (LAL-SWP)..., stated that James
Garrett had told him that the Student Non-Violent Coordinating
Commitiee (SNCC) is outfitting a secret Negro army under the ,é:
guise of self-defense," According to the source, donations to
SNCC are possibly being used to purghase walkie-~talkies and
weapons for the Negro organization. 5

MAILED, 6
AUG 1 61965
GOMM.FBI

The reference in relet to the “secret Negro army"
formed for “seli-defense™ may be an allusion to the Deacons,
Accordingly, Los Angeles should promptly direct its investigative
efforts to verifying the accuracy of the information furnished
by its source relative to possible SNCC or SWP backing theGé}zé)

semmi———1 = Atlanta é
pow————1 ~ New Orleans (157-3290) (Enclosures - 2)

T Vpm— /75 ‘7-— 2 ‘/é & — (3/

. Callahon seeeees

Fond JLM; bﬂ IPRRATICT CONTAL
——— (8) t CUNCLASSIFIED
)””E H ??W | 19 AUG 16 1965
COMBOENTIAL
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Letter to SAC, Los Angeles
Re: DEACONS OF DEFENSE
AND JUSTICE

157-2466 “ QQN}MLN LAk

Deacons, Identify the sources of any donations the purposes of
which may be the procurement of weapons and walkie-talkies for
the. Deaconts, In view of Sims®! visit to Los Angeles, it should
be resolved as to whether he contacted SNCC or SWP personnel
or solicited their assistance., Furnish any information to

the Bureau undexr the above caption in a form suitgble for
disseminatlon with copies to New Orleans, origin.???@xg
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FBI
Date: 8/9/65

Transmit the following in

, (Type in plaintext or code)

Via ATRTEIL ATRMATI,
(Priority)
____________________ e e o 1 e e e o e o 7t o 2o 2 . . o 2t o’ e e e s e . . mn. e N . . e s s e e A
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (/3’7&2»%4)
| A
‘ FROM: SAC, SALANTONIO (157-NEW) (P)
I RE: THE-COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS
AN RACIAL MATTERS _ _j%%,...
@ poacons Fok OoFewse and JusTiv v

In thé August 8, 1965, issue of the San Antonio
Light, daily, San Antonio, Texas, newspaper an article
appeared stating that MARK KLEIN, a Cornell University
student is responsible for the formation of captioned grop
in Austin, Texas, the purpose of which is to aid the "Deacons A
for Defense and Justice." KLEIN described the "Deacons" as t
|
3

'an armed Negro self-defense group." Information also developed
that KLEIN also is known in the Baltimore area.

Information developed by SA GEORGE W. H. CARLSON
at Austin reflects KLEIN plans to remain in Austin until
November 1965.

I\

7
A

LEADS| | INFORAATION CONTAINED

ALBANY HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 1
DATE7-/2-8 BYSL get/ *}

AT ALBANY, NEW YORK

MARK KLEIN for background information. Also .advise San_
Antonio Division any information of value regarding subject

available in files of Albany Division. //7 ~ o’};y/ é,«-—— 33\5 1

Will check records at Cornell University regarding “

3 J- Bureau REC- 54 "+ / ~ — —
C;;[ Albany ﬁﬁ)
2 - Baltimore D 2
3 - San Antonio §157-NEW) MCT'45 14 AUG 11 1965
(1 - 157-310
Jgdc / 3b ﬂ o
(10) J AN . tj“*’l‘; B \%‘I( tM :’Z w022
&g et
A piFir e
'&""’ (ﬁ} Sent e t“",f_.'.’ M  Per - N -

5 ?Pﬁ"eé 1 9 1@6? MAgent in Charge A Y .




SA 157-NBW

BALTIMORE
AT BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

Will advise San Antonio any information available
regarding the background of KLEIN,

) ) -
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SAC, San Antonio R : 75 1771 T
1l - Mr. Martin

pizacter, FBY (TEE® - ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED

v e I HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED
RACIAL HaTTERG - oorr  DATE g 47-8 BY QM

ReBAairtel B/5/65 cantioned »The Committer to Aild
thoe Deacons,™ with copicy to Albany and Baltimore; Buairtel
| to Now Orleans 7/18/45. :

! Encloged for Hew Orloang is ¢ Xerox copy of roforenced
San Antonio asriol. -

Enclozed for San Antonio, DBaltimore and Albany is a
Xerox copy of roforonced Bureaw airtel 7/19/85 aond o Xarox
copy oFf o “¥all Strect Jéurnal' article 7/12/65 coucerning
cantionod organization,

San Antonio should proaptly subnit letterhead - <
nenorandon (LEM), with copien to Now Orleans, rogarding attespfs
to forn o committea to nid ibe Degcons of Defenss and Justice
in Austin, Tesas, ns sot Lorth in roairtel 8/9/65. Local
disgenination should he mede to Secret Sorvice and the military
intolligonco. -

Upon rocoipt of background data concerning Mark Elein
and farther information regavyding atteapts to organiza the
Deacons ip fustin, Texonm, Sag Antonic should consider intore
viowing Kiein. A goarch of Durenu indices will be nade upon
roceipt of identifying data on Mark Kleiun.

Eoclosures (2) EX-10p

i - - R - "
ﬂ Nt Ow U/ 1Y 66-3 @
2 =~ Now Orlenns {(157-3290) - Enclogurs “

NOTE:
SorE o 23D UG 16 1965

San Antonio has furnished inforniaﬁqn»concer&i;ng
i attenmpts, by Mark Klein of Cornell University, to organ‘i‘i’e
\Beloot ——— @ Chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Jutice in Austin,

)} SO x el o &
SeLoach —_— Texas. G SR
Tasper '
. jellehen amean

ot e o The Deacons is an all-Negro organization formed
in Louisiana as protection against Klan vidlence. Leads are
osen— . Outstanding at Baltimore and Albany to check Klein's background.

i LR deh A yaLeRs |
dehm— e *—~ | nve131ses g %’7’;{/

Holmes cememm 7 10)
‘Gand)%m 71 oM TELETYPE UNiT ) -
U 9 965 CONM-FE
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August 13, 1065
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i MHEF
Honorable John Stennis -\ e

United States Senate ALL INFORMATION CONTAINER %=
Washington, D. C. 20510 {Egeln IS NCLASSIFIED(KD P

My dear Senator: DATE.’Z_LZ_&.BYJLD@Q#_Z_

I received your letter of August 11th
enclosing a communication from State Representative

Sutton Marks concerning the“Oeacons for Defense and =
Justice, 2
.1 H
While I certainly would like to be of =

sexvice to Mr. Marks, information contained in the T 2 =]
files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 1 &
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice.3
He may be assured, howsver, that the ¥BI is ever aware
of its responsihnmes in the internal security and civil
rights fields, and whenever a violation of a law within
our jurisdiction occurs, we will make every effort to
continue to discharge our obligations with the highest .
degree of thoroughness, dispatch and objectivity. -

gg‘ W s € ¢l I

In response to your request, I am rei:mmlnD |
the material you forwarded.

Sincerel urs
Ldggr yIgoovex’:

. - €E¥iﬁi R
@.3 B b e hi et

MAILED 7

1 Ayﬂ%%légg%

15 _cotntis v

"l 1 - Jackson - Enclosurés” (@)
(see note next page)
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Honorable J opn Stennis

NOTE: Senator Stennis is on the Special Correspondents' List.
Marks is not identifiable in Bufiles. The New Orleans Office is
conducting a current investigation regarding Deacons for Defense
and Justice to determine its activities and leadership. Itisa
Negro group formed in Louisiana with one Ernest Thomas as
apparently its spokesman. He has advised Negroes that they
should arm themselves and form roving patrols which will assist
Negroes when being arrested. Fees and dues of the group are
used to purchase ammunition, radio equipment and literature.
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~  RICHARD B, RUSSELL, GAs CHAIRMAN
ri\,JouN STENNIS, MISS. LEVERETT SALTONIYALL, MASS. N
 'HARRY FuOOD BYRD, VA, MARGARET CHA \TH, MAINE
STUART SYMINGTON, MO. J. GLENN BEALL
HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH. BARRY GOLOWATRRIZ.

N, IR, 'NC CLIFFORD P. CASE; N.J. /’D’lcni{eb $£a£95 ,%eu“{e

STROM THURMOND S.C
CLAIR ENGLE, CALIF.
HOWARD W, CANNON, NEV.
ROBERT C. BYRD, W, VA.
STEPHEN M. YOUNG, OHI1O
DANIEL K. INCUYE, HAWAIIL

'COMMITTEE ON ARMED 'SERVICES

HARRY L. WINGATE, JR., CHIEF CLERK

: %f (
¥V

%f\

August 11, 1965

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Hoover:
It will be greatly appreciated if you
will give your careful study and attention
to the enclosed and let me have a full report

in duplicate.

Kindly return the enclosure with your

reply.
S1ncerely urs,
John Stennis
United States Senator
JS:b

Letter and enclosure of

961 3T 50y &

Enclosure REC 1 ,57_ ,2%(0 37

Honorable Sutton Marks

Jackson, Mississippi 9(105 5 AUGL_41985




COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:
MANUFACTURES, CHAIRMAN
APPROPRIATIONS ~
BANKS AND BANKING

iy ey
SUTTON MARKS \{ﬁ&‘mm

MINDS COUNTY R M e MILITARY AFFAIRS
. PR LN e, W
SACKEON, MigsissiPPI e MISSISSIPPI L~ L Prnsiong AND Sosial WetrAnt
’ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES )
JACKSON .
: WASHINGTON OFpicp -

August 2, 1965

)R

. .
. .
. .
. . .
BRI R .

" Honorable John Stennis - oL
Senator, State of Mississippi - . - .
Senate Office Building .

Washington, D. C. .
Dear Senator Stennis: .

During the past several weeks in many national publications
an organization known as the Deacons for Defense and Justice has
received quite a bit of publicity. In both a recent issue of LIFE -

' Magazine and NEWSWEEK, there have been references to the use

of automatic weapons, grenades and mortars. I believe that suach . " . '
weapons in the hands of ordinary citizens without a proper licensing
. of the individual and the weapon is illegal. My question to you is: .
X can you find out from the FBI if they are aware of these statements . PR P
and if all of this has been checked out to the letter of the law? A

»

You have certainly been getting good publicity in these parts ™ . - P
‘and I think that the whole nation is most appreciative of your fine o
efforts, The next time you are home we certainly hope that we Cent
will have the opportunity of visiting with you. : ‘ ST

With kindest pérsonal regards, I am

’ - A-f» LR -
Sutton’;éarks ST e
- . — e g e S ‘\'\a e mmeat wAr® Ry Ee e - ”"2‘.
S sMipw* - . CL L ZwFeried !
) X o ' )
' X , 4, = »
¥ i ot ¥ *
' /8 Fme R Y (it — 1
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Y b 21 July 1965'y A
RKeaeons ot Detense And Jpsic
In connection: with another matter, a source of this office t ked %\

%0 Mr. Jey Richard KENNEDY at his residence, New York City, on 13 July
1965. (Various topics were covered during the interview and have ‘béen @

-

 reported under separats memoranda.) Following are Mr. KENNEDY's_ comment
(not verbatim) concerning James FARMER of CORE which Mr. XENNEDY indicated

should be forverded in Part ©6 The President, In this connectlon, 1t should
pETotEtet U Bouree ede 1t specifically clear to Mr. KENNEDY that he
DR SN had no access to the White House, or any chamnel to the White House, but
¢ | that he would report Mr. KENNEDY's comments in his usugl chaunel into his
e 0k own particuler office within the Agency. L : A8

. Mc. KENNEDY pointed out thet Jemes FARMER, who is head of CORE, ie

! the number one target of the Msoist Communists and that by target Mr.
e KENEDY specifically meant thet FARMER elther had to be assassinated or : Al
"engulfed" and teken over by the Peking-line Commumists. Mr. KENNEDY stafed SN A
that this was covious since FARMER is the only known non~violence edvocate /ﬁ(f LN &
who is an outstanding enti-Communist and the foremost negro leader who ﬁ ? .
) &

background and 1s probebly controlled by Peking-line Communists); A. Phillip F&?ﬁ’g
RENDOLPH 1s out of the United States,and is very imactive; Herry BELAFONIE, \/‘\«@{,

\ of course, iz a Communist and undoubtedly Peking controlled; and Vhitney W; '
YOUNG and Roy VILKINS have no popular grasg-roots type of folloving.

commends & petionsl following. Mr. KENNEDY stated Mortin Luther KING has ’
already shown his hand by attacking the Administration and advocating a €
\ pull~-out in Vietnam (KENNEDY insists that KING is compromised by his moral

I

Mr. KENNEDY stated thet the effort to "get" FARMER was cbvious in
the recent CORE convention at Durhem, North Carolina, where: efforts were ‘
made to remove FARMER as head of CORE and where the convention had adopted- N
an enti-Administration "pull-out of Vietnem" line. Nr. KENNEDY stated obe

oAz

viously this was Peking-line inspired and the remerkeble gbout-face that ’ %
FARMER forced on the convention not only showed FARMER's control end “\“ -
courage, but very clearly targeted him to the Pekingwline Communists. Mr. )/ﬂ
KENNEDY pointed out it must be remembered thet while the convention wes 3 [H#5 }
going on, Mertin Luther KING issued a public statement denouncing U. S. ) o

by

policy and advoceting pulling out of -Vietnam. '/ (5’
&

: - 22 o
Further, Mr. KENNEDY comme&b’e&‘fthag‘-%mm* 2

vhite women, hed celled Mr. KENNEDY f£rom Dﬁg and tHAt e KENNEDY had, O
in eddition to offering edvice, offere%?fg(\ kgto SirAllatroho® tines Mr. - &
KENNEDY commented he cannot state the gxact effect his talk with Mrs,
FARMER had (which is apparently unknown to James FARMER); but-it-vwas- ob=-
vious thet FARMER's' reversing the CORE convention stend followed in the weke ik o
4
[
g %w

N
\
N

3
e

of this telephone call, Further, according to Mr. KENNEDY, FARMER, immed
ately upon arriving in New York from Durham, called Mr. 1

KENNEDY , <5<
, g(@)g S, | . NOT RECORSEE—

T ' {4: 9 ‘ P | Jﬂb |
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Subsequently, according to Mr. KENNEDY, he has talked with FARMER
both before his trip to Bogalusa, Louisiena, and after his return. Mr.
KENNEDY stated that he hed asked FARMER sbout the situation in louisiana
and FARMER hed explained his views in the following wmenner which is the basis

_ for the KENNEDY recommendetion of passing the information to the White House,
. FARMER stated that his problem in Bogelusa and also in other places in the
.. -\ South is the fact that the poor negro families, most of whom reside in
v isolated areas of country surrounding the towns, are subject to terror and
intimidation by bends of white extremists who threaten and actuelly commit
R bodily herm on these negro people. Furthermore, these people have no means
of tramsportation end to try to get them to come into town to reglster as
voters, facing the difficulties of Intimidation and lack of transportation,
i¥’ a major problem. According to FARMER, ‘there has been no help for these
N people until the advent of the so~called Deacons and that the Deacons have
. offered assistance and more importently physical protection.- FARMER stated
.\ that vhen these people turned to him and asked "What can we do?", FARMER
"\_ hed no real answer. According to Mr. KENNEDY, he asked FARMER vhy didn't
N, he appeal to the President personally since FARMER does have access to the
. * White House, and FARMER stated that he could not do this now, Mr. KENNEDY
. asked him why he coald not and FARMER expleined that if he publicly appealed
- to the President after foreing the CORE convention to reverse its stand on
™ Vietnsm, it would look like e "deal" and that he, FARMER, could be dise
S eredited beceuse 6f this. Mr, KENNEDY esked FARMER what type of appeal
“ o ' ghould be mede to the White House and FARMER, in substance, replied that
~";4f the Whitg House were to send in either federal troops or federal marshals
to pro’cjgi{:;xe negro voters then he, FARMER, could handle the Deacons. Mr.

© Y ErnestKTHOMAS and "Val'¥STMS. FARMER stated, of course, he knew both of
“.these :lndividuals and vhen asked by Mr. KENNEDY ebout how many Deacons there
were, FARMER stated that all told they had estimated ebout 10,000. Mr.
- KENNEDY then said how could you handle the Deacons assuming that you had
federal troops or marshals to help. According to Mr, -KENNEDY, FARMER stated
——'that he would tell the Deacons and their leaders to "cool it" and "they
would cool it." Mr, KENNEDY insisted that FARMER s extremely positive on
this point. -

o

i N ICEINNEQEI sked FARMER if /he knew the leadership of the Deacons and named

According to Mr. XKENNEDY, FARMER is somevwhat naive politically end
although Mr. KENNEDY has tried to explain to him the Maolst tactics, FARMER
-does not as yet fully comprehend them. Mr. KENNEDY stated it 3is perfectly
obvious that behind _the.Deaconswis.a. gtrong orgenization force of hard —
core Peking-line Communigts...Mc. KENNEDY further stated thet the Commmnists
are provoking violence and also quite obviously they are provoking violence
in an area where CORE is active. Also it was clearly appsrent that they
worked sgainst FARMER at the national CORE convention et Durham, North
Carolina. .




" core Communists behind the Deacons exposed and vulnerable,

Mr. mmr stated that there is a facade of legitimate, harassed
negroes who are honestly trying to protect other negroes (and themselves)
by defending them by physical meens and thet these negroes are being duped
and pushed into violence by the Communists. They, of course, do not under=
stand this., M. KENNEDY further said that FARMER, himself, does not
directly understand although he mey have learned a rude lesson at the
Durhem, North Carolina, convention where he was nearly kicked out of his
leadership. In addition, Mr. KENNEDY stated that if the negroes got federal
support and FARMER stopped the Deacons movement, this would leave the hard

Vr. KENNEDY stated that it is his intention to meet with FARMER as
soon as possible and go over sgain with him the matter of the Deacons and
the left-wing political maneuvers behind the Deacons.

e
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Transmit the following in

FBI

Date: 8/17/65

(Type in plaintext or code)

Vi AIRTEL
1a
(Priority)
________________________________________________ § P
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ' uf"y “
FROM: SAE3 BALTIMORE (157-New) . {, p
£
SUBJECT: THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS ‘\%‘
RM
[m 0 Re SA airtel, dated 8/9/65,
/ { Baltimore indices are negative on MARK KLEIN. ‘
&
» h L,:\ 1’:,/}7
(;F- Bureau
- San Antonio
1 - Baltimore
MEG:ers
(6)
ALL IMFORMATICIICONTANGED
HEREIM IS UiiCLASSIFIED
DATE - 1258 BY_Sps seld )y |
‘ v
R 5. ~ 7
= R 1570466 - 3
. ?Z@ 14 AUG 18,1965,
. il S . e
; "‘ ks
& 208 k9§ A3 L D
WL | o
BRro, : e Sent M  Per
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FHI BUTCMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE b7C
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FBI

ToNEpEERE [,
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[Type i plaintext o BBUI I R wr e fonz ey MR
AIRTEL BIREIN IS UNGy A

Transmit the following in

—..——-—,——--—r——_-—‘—-a-—-—.—-.‘.——u——---—.—-.--—-—.—-—-—-,—-.—*-p_—.—_-—.—.‘._.;_‘—--——
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70 : DIRECTOR, FBI CLASS. & EXT. B

FROM{{%&;&C, DETROIT (157-new) by OF REVIEW
P A JV
APPEARANCE OF ROBERT HICKS,
VICE-PRESIDENT, BOGALUSA (LA.)
. “DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND..JUSTICE
SPONSORED BY *GROUP ON ADVANCED
| LEADERSHIP (GOAL), 8/22/65,
DETROIT, MICH.
- RACIAL MATTERS

] Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a letterhead
A memorandum. Two copies of the LHM are being furnished
4 the New Orleans Office. /
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One copy of LHM being furnished G-2 and two copies bei
furnished U.S. Secret Service, both Detroit, Mich.
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This matter will be followed and further letterhead
memoranda submitted after appearance of HICKS.
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DE 157-new

Detroit PD and the Michigan State Police are aware of
the contents in the LHM.

The LHM is being classified "Comftdential® inasmuch as
information furnished by sources could reasonably result
in the identification of confidential informants of
continuing value and compromise effectiveness thereof.
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In Reply, Please Refer to Detroit, Michigan - o
File No. August 12, 1965

Re: Appearance of Robert Hicks,
Vice~President, Bogalusa (Louisiana)
Deacons’ for Defense and Justice
Sponsored by Group on Advanced
Leadership (GOAL), August 22, 1965,

Detroit, Michigan /
' [én August 11, 1965, source #1, who his furnighed
reliable Information in the past, advised Jthat Robert i
%Kgicks, Vice-President of the Bogalusa_ (Iouisiana) Deacon§
or—Defense_and_Justice, will speak at Detroit, Michigan,

on Sunday, August 22, 1965, at a freedom dinner sponsored
by GOAL. According to this source, the Deacons for Defense
and Justice is a rifle club which was recently organized
“in the Bogalusa, Louisiana, .area, the membership of which

N is composed entirely of Negroes and the purpose of which
is to protect civil rights workers in that area.

[éource #1 advisq_]that the purpose of the affairzgg(
is to raise funds and to honor Mr. Hicks, the funds raised
allegedly to be utilized by Mr. Hicks and the Bogalusa
Voters League in connection with their activities in
Louisiana.

The GOAL was filed as a non-profit
corporation with the -Michigan Corporation .
and Securities Commission on April 19,

1962, with Certificate Number 112493.

The purpose or purposes for which the
corporation was formed are as follows:

SATION CONTAINED 1.
I3\UNCLASSIFIED:

To promote the educational, social

and economic interests of “the total

. community.

Al 2, To purchase, own, hold, rent, lease,
Ty mortgage, sell, convey and otherwise

Z - wlawfully acquire .hold and dispose

;1 ; oI real and personal property or any”

52 QS interest therein, as may be necessary

“Oor convenient to carry into effect

the objects of this corporation.
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Re: Appearance of Robert Hicks,
Sponsored by GOAL, 8/22/65

3. To solicit, sell or give memberships.

4, To solieit and/or receive donations

and giftsv/

RICHARD BULLOC(QRY President,. was shown
as the first Resident’Agent. The corporation,
at the time of incorporation,/owned no real
vestate but claimed to have $1,000.00 in cash,

|
ﬂ}) ugust 11, 1965, source #2, who has furnished
reliable inf £tion in the,past advised that 'in March,
1965, Richag ‘Henry stated that /because of financial
difficulties the GOAL office was being closed. Source

- further advised that GOAL is not functioning as an

organization at this time and that Richard Henry is

. merely utilizing the name of»GOALAin*order to indicate

that the freedom dinner is\Béing sponsored by a local
CiVi%fééffts organization when, in fact, such is not' the
caseo 3U N
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This document contains neither recommendations

nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the

FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed-ocutside your agency.




