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David L. Norman January 5, 1973
Assistent Attorney General
kst Bic e
Civil Rights Division IR £1h
Jeffrey R. Whieldon ' DJ 144-32M-9

Attorney
Criminal Section

Unknowm Subjects, Deputies, East
tBaton Rouge Parich Sherlff's, Office,
East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana:
Denver Allen Smith (Deceased), Leonard
Douglas Brown (Deceagsed) - Victims
Suamary Punishment

CIVIL RiGHTS

Sumnary of Evidence

On November 17, 1972, the Deputy Attorney General
requested the Federal Ruvassu nf Envestizstion to conduct
a full invesiigatim into the deaths oi the above-named
victims ducing a confrontaticn with law enforcement per-
sonnel on Hovember 16 at Southemm University in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana. As of this date some 1,408 vnages in
three reports dated December 1, 8 and 15, have been sub~
mitted to this Division and have been carefully read and
analyzed by this attorney and Research Analyst Marjorie L.
Jones. Another repoxt is expected sometime after the first
of the year.

The purpose of this memorandum is to set forth in
summary fashion the important backgroumd facts and all
evidence developed to date which may be pertinent to the
determination of who fired the fatal shot and why.

o
cc:. Records 2
Chrono
Murphy
0 'Connor
Whieldon
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PACKCROUED

In the early morning hours of November 16, 1972,
East Baton Rouge Parish deputies executed four arrest
warrants for leaders of Students United, a radical campus
organization wi had been the group wainly respongible

for the many weoks of demonstrations, boycotts and class
dibruptions at Southern Univarsity, Baton LHouge (SUBY).

This group, with the support of many students, had urged
the resignation of the President of SUSBR, Leon Hetterville
(black, age 66) and a "laundry 1izt" of other demands for
such things as student participation in mmiversity affairs,
improved facilitles, dirmissal of scme faculty members, ete,
Louisizna Stace Doard of Edugation officials agreed to the
merit of some demands but refused to accent any resignations,
including that of the President, under pressure.

¥

On Hovember 9, 1972, seven warrants had been issued
for the arresis of leaders of students inited. Two were
executed on lovember 9, but those studenis were later
released. Arrests of the other five were postponed after
an agreement by Students United to discontinue the dis-
turbances. However, they were not discontinued and a
decision was made by university sccurity officials on
November 13 to execute the remaining warrvents. Four of
the five were lecated and taken into custody,

After learning of the| arrests, several hundred
students assembled at the Administration Building at
approximately 7:30 a.m. 7The students were led by Ricky
Hill end Hathaaniel Howard, twe leaders of Students United.
At 9:00 a.m., several students were given permission to
enter and talk to Hetterville, who was in his office.
However, others pushed their! way past security guards and
entered. The students talked briefly to Netterville about
the arrested students. Hetterville indicated he was leaving
to attend a board meeting and he would find out why the
gtudents were arrested but w?uld not be coerced into

|
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arranging for their release. While getting into his

car iie was confronted by Howard and again asked about

‘the arrested students., He told loward he was going

to a Board meeting but would call the Sheriff to sce
what could be done., He them left, under a security
guard escort. Leaders Howard and Hill convinced the
students to vemain in the building until Netterville
Neturned. 1/ However, many giud: :
statement made over and over by
they were not there to take over

Meanwhile, at the request of President Netterville,
Mr. James Huntc, Director of Administrative Services, 2/
had called the Sheriff, informing him of the need for lew
enforcement personnel snd that Hetterville and a security
guard were being held hostage. At that time both had
barricaded themselves in a room because of the increasing
nurber of students who had entered the building. However,
they were not hostages., Tt should be noted that many
deputies weni Lo Che compus under the mistaken belief
that the security guard was still hostage. However, it

. appears that the Sheriff and others in charge were well

aware that there were no hostages being held.

In response to the above request for aid, Sheriff
Al Aniss of Fast Baton Rouge Pavich ordered his deputies
to Ryan Airport where they would assembie and move onto
the campus. Under a pre-arranged plan, 2z tactical squad
of the Louisiana State Police was also requested to come
to the campus,

1/ Although some students claim Netterville told them

to remain there until his veturn, this is denied by |
Netterville and other school ocificials present and ceems

highly unlikely.

2/ One of his responsibilitics is campus security.
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Upon the arrival of deputies at Ryan Alrport,
certaln orders ware given the men by Sheriff Amiss,
Major Fred Sliman and Chief Deputy Gene Rives. They
were told that the students had taken over the Admin-
igtration Duilding snd that a gecurity guard was being
held hostape. Aniss advigsed them that they would be
dealing with students and he did not want anyone injured
oy abused in sny way. He ?lso told Sliman that he wanted
tie black deputies integrated fmong the white deputies so
they would not be togzether in one group. Sliman handled
administrative detazils and instructions.

Slimen advised the Duresu that when he arrived at
the airpcr* he was informed that the Preszident had gotten
out of the building but a security guard was still inside,
He also aavifed that most of the men who reporied were
already assigned to squads in which they had been detailed
to the C&Myug on (ctober 31, 1972, There was uo confron-

tation at that time.
- t

Instructions issued by Sliman were only basic and

were similar to those issued on the several prior occasions

tiey had a'awnblan in anticipation of going onto the campus.
The instructions were that no rounds of live ammunition
were to be carried or loaded into the chombers of shotguns
or rifles except on orders of the squad leader, given
through Amiss, Rilves or Sliman; that there was to be no
firlng except on direct order of either Amiss, Rives or
Sliman; thot loading of tear gas was discretionary with
the men; that thdy were not to overrcact to sbuse and not
to do unygﬂinh ta hurt the students; that nightsticks were
not to be used unless absolutely necesgaxy for self defense
or to control students: and that no more thean twe .30
caliber carbines were to be carvied in any one squad. They
were also zdvised not to usge deadly force except to protect
themselves or angther deserving person.
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Host of the men had zummunition and tear gas in
their possession wiich had been issued to them on pre-
vious alerts and vhich they had not returned. One shot-
gun is the issue per two-man car and the ammmition
utilized is carricd by deputies as theilr needs require,
Some deputies had personally owvned shotguns as well.
Generally the deputies kept the loads that were already
in their chotguns, although some reloaded or rearranged
the ammunition. 3/ According to interviews, the deputies
in the suspect squads (2, 3 and &) who had shotguns
carried either all buckshot or all tear gas loads. No
one wno had just buckshot admits to firing his weapon.
A few deputies may have had tear gas and buckshot in
their weapons go that the gas would fire first, but
these deputies were not in the area from which the
fatal shot came.

THE CONFRONTATION

Aftoy ascembling, the deputies and astate policae
proceeded in a convoy to the SUBR campus. The state
police armored vehicle known as “'Big Dertha" led the
column., After entering the campus the column met
Mr. Hunt who had a few words with Chief Rives. They
then proceeded to a position on College Avenue directly
in front of the Administration Building. (See Diagram
#1). The men dismounted from their vehicles and formed
in their respective squads.

At this time (approximately 10:30 a.m.) Sheriff
Anmiss, utilizing the public address system in "Big Bertha,"
made an ennounceunsnt to the crowd of 200-300 students
gathered in froant of the Administyration Buillding that they

3/ 1t should be noted here that a few deputies who
vere interviewed stated that an oxdasr was given not to
carry live ammunition in the shotguns. However, there

is no other indication that such order was ever given.
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had five minutes to disperse and thet if they did
not do so there was a possibility that they would
be arrested. The majority of those in front of the
Adninistration Building began to disperse at this
time. A countdown of the time was then glven each
minute over the public address system. At the end,
however, a group of pexhaps 100 $:Ldentﬂ remained.
students in that group of 10J or so statle that Howard,
Hill or another leader Herget ilarris tcld them to stay
and not leave. This was alsc heard by some of the state
police who had moved up next to the steps.

At the expiration of the five minutes Amiss
left "Big Bertha" and walked out to where three of
his squads (Squads 2, 3 and &) had assembled on the
lawvn in front of the Administration Building steps.
Meanwhile, the tactical unit of state police that was
present had gone to the northeast cornexr of the building
backed up by the Sheriff's riot squad (S5quad 1). (See
Diagram #1). Amiss stepped in front of his gquads and
again made an announcement that the students disperse
and vacate the building., 4/

It was at this time also that Captain Rudolph
Ratcliff began to converse with the students on the
steps and told them to disperse, Prior to this, the
state police tactical squad had cleared the steps of
the Academic Building on its way up to the corner of
the Administration Building. (See Diagram #1).

Ratcliff claims to have been subjected to profane
language and insults during this effort. It became obvious
to him that the students would not cooperate so he turned

4/ There were a large number of students in the building
at this tice as well. A few of them came out at the time
of the confrontation, the remainder came out afterwards.
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- to his men stating it may be necessary to use gas.
Apparently this ciatement was misinterpreted by
Lieutenant Crow as an order to gas, for Crow ordered
his men to put on masks and simultancously rolled a
gas canister intc the demonstrators. A student wearing
a8 helmet liner (either Herget Harrxis or Ricky Hill)
threw it back over the hesds of the state police whera
i exploded in mid-air, coverjng the Tactical Unit with
gas. {(See Photograph #1).

' Immediately after Crow rolled the first cenister

he pulled the pin on a second and tossed it inte the
students. The gecond one went oif simultanecusly with

the first, which had been thrown back., He then threw a
third, wvhich the same individual ezszin picked up but as

he started to throw it, it went off. Crow advised that

by the time he threw the third canister most of the stu-
dents had begun to run south from the steps.

Most of the mesbers of the Tactical Unit and
Squad 1 of deputics were unable to further participate
in gascing and did not observe any npertinent events.
Many there were overcome or could not see uaxiil the gas
cleared. They then saw the two students down on the
sidewalk. Most could not get their masks on in time
to avold being overcome. Then they found the masks to
be full of gas.

It should be noted that it had been decided
amongst Chief Rives, Major Sliman, Captain Ratcliff

and Major Thomas Bradley that if tear gas had to be
used it would be the LSP Tactical Unit and Squad 1,

as the wind was coming from the north,

At this pouint, gas shells were launched by the
state police from "Big Bertha.' The first shot epparently
hit the top of the facade of Adwinistration Building and
bounced out over the heads of the deputies in the skirmish
line in front of the steps. (See Photograph #3).

e
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At thils time gas was fired or thrown im the
direction of the students at the front of the Admine-
istration Building from numerous scurces. A gas gun
owned by the 0H?Yifn‘o uffice was fired several tinmes,
shots were fired from "Big Berths," and several deputies
in Squads 2, 3 and 4 ”r“xt firinz tear gas cartridges

©

from their shotguns and throwlns canlsters. It was

Lduring this coniuszon and gaBsinz that Denver Smith

and Leonard Brown were shot and killed by one round of
Nusber Four buckshot.

During this time, deputies in Squads 2, 3 and &
werae orderved to fall back some and put masks on. Most
did not have the oppertunity to do so nrisr to their
masits £illing with gas. Some depuiles who were overe
come by the gas ran back towards College Drive., (Sece
Photographs ¥4 and #5). Other deputies stayed in the
area of the palm tree, which appears in the diagrams
and photogranhs,

Some, for example Deputy Robert Potts, remained
well to the front of most of the deputies in Squads 2, 3
and 4, Lt. Carr, who was in chaxrge of Squad 2 ardcred
his men to lock and load., Several chen fired gas,
according to personal interviews. Most of the deputies
in Squad 2, however, moved at this time north, away
fron the palm tree.

DEAD AND INJIMED STUDENTS

smith and Brown, according to television films

viewed by the Bureau and this attorney, were agbout the

last students to run gouth from the steps of the bullding,
They were running side by side when pellet" from apparently
one round of Number & buckshot struck each in the head,
fclling them to the sidewalk. (Sce Diagrams #1 and #2).
Brown died instantly, wiile Smith died twenty minutes after
being received at the hospital. The fatal shots to each
were pellets that traversed the brain, causing massive
hemorrhaging.
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Neither Brown nor Smith were known to have been
actively involved in the campus disturbances and boy-
cotts. Doth were lnown to be quiet, average students.
Prior to running f{rom the area of the steps it is be-
lieved that Smith may have been seated on the ground.
Erown had last been seen by a fellow student going into
the building as the gas began.

t -
Two other students were allegedly wounded at
different times and locations following the shooting

of Gmith and Brown. Leonard Jackson and James Jackson

(no relation) were appareantly hit by tear gas cartridges,
Leonard Jackson was near the NRJTC Building northwest of
the Administration Puilding when hit by a shot probably
fired by Lt. Crow (LSP) to disperse students., James
Jackson was allegedly hit near College Drive but it is-not
known by what object or who fired. Neither was seriously
injured. It should be noted that a large number of gas
ghells were fived after the confrontacion se wall, ta
disperse groups of students. Since neicher of the Jacksens
was seriously injured and it is not believed that such
incidents constitute proszecutable violations of a federal
statute, no further refevence to them will be made.

THE EVIDENCE

The Federal Zureau of Investigation has interviewed
hundreds of persons and enalyzed f£ilms and photographs in
an attempt to pinpoint the scurce of the shot which killed
Swmith and Brown. In general it can be said that there has
been no-speciiic information developed which identifies
the person who fired the fatal shot, No deputies in Scquad
1 and no state police officers in the Tactical Unit could
provide any specific information on a possible subject.
None of them even saw the victims go down,

The deputies in Squads 2, 3 and 4 could also
provide no concrete information on a specific subject
who might have shot the victims, Some did indicate
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they saw the victims go down and may have heard a

sharper report at that time. At best, however, all

they could say wae the direction down the line from

which it misht have come. Mo one admits observing

any deputy f£iring what might have been the fatal shot.

nor having any subsequent knowledge of possible suspects.,
¥ Other witnesses, includiag students, faculty

members, job recruiters and additional law enforcement

personnel, provide only ganuaﬁl information without

specific identification of a subject, 35/

Parcful analysis by the Bureau, however, has
limited the suspects to the few deputies who were in
the area of the palm tree at the time of the shooting., 6/

We shall now go into some detail concerning the
narrowing of suspects by the Bureau., Diagram #2 repre-
sents Live approriuale scene at tha time of the shooting,
Pirst, the Bureau has located the estcimated position of
vietime when they were hit by pellets. This has been
done throuch analysis of films of the victims falling
and a re-creation of that scene by agents and the original

photographer. (See Photograph #8).

5/ Note that one student and two recruiters claim that
a deputy with serzeant stripes fired a shot just as the
students went down. This will be discussed further, infra,

6/ HNote that victims were hit with #4 buckshot, a standard
1oad of EIRPSO, and from a direction vhere only deputies in
Squads 2, 3 and 4 could have been standing. Also, in view
of the evidence that no shots were fired at that time at the
front of the bullding except by those deputies, we are able
to conclude that one of those deputies (many of whom admit
firing, but only tear gas) fired the f£atal shot.
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The Bureau also discoverad three ispressions
on the cast side of the Adninistration Building at
the southeast corner. Althiough it could aot he deter-
mined that such impressions were made by shotgun pellets,
tracings of lead were found, consistent with the compo-
sition of buckshot pelliets. They are also consistent
with marks that could have been produced by spherical
projectiles, such as buckshot, 7The snalysis is that the
impressions appear to have been produced by projectiles
traveling approximately parallel to the ground and on ar
angle from a point north of the imnact area. The mininum
angle north of the impact area at wiich these projectiles
could have been traveling, due to the presence of a shrub
with no markings thereon, was found to be approximately
three degrees, (See Diagram #3).

Two other lmpressions were found in this general
area, but it was not possible to dotermine what eould
have produced thase impyecsions. They were not produced

by projectiles (zaveling at the sanw velociiy as the oiher
three,

It was then determined by Burcau analysis (Sece
Photograph #6) that the only angle where the heads of
the two agents simulating the positions of ¢nmith and
Brown fell within the area previcusly desiznated as the
impact area on the east wall of the Administration
Building was that located in a line approximating the
direction of the large palm tree directly east of the
Administration Building,

This narrows the possible angle of fire to
gsomewhere within the shaded area sppearing on Diagram
#3 minus the 3° minimwm angle shovm by the dotted linss.
If the exact position of the heads of the victims at the
time they were struck could be established, a very precise
line of firxe could be determined. Ilowever, since victims
were running at the time, causing minor head movement, no
positive determination can be made., In the £ilms it appears

R - —
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as if victin Brown was faced approximately straight
ahesad or due south and that victim Suith was turned
slightly towards the Administration Building at the
time each was struck, The angle of entry on Brown
was determined by the patholozist te be either on a
perpendicular to the side of his head (tnat is, a

line running east to west) oy within 10 degreecs on
dither side thevreof. %he patiis ¢f the pellets in
the head of victim Swmith are on a line approzimately
45 degrees from a perpendicular (ecast to west) to the
gide of his head.

of course, a slight change in the direction
each viectim's hend was facing at the time he was struck
could considerably alter ithe total angle in which the
origin of the shot must have been located. It could
not vary much beyoad the richt hand edge of the shaded

area shown in Diagram #3 or the impact area would no
Tanmane £al] Idm a 119\.& Jif-h thua trfn{"{ﬂa' hoads

G s gy e

This then was the approach and method of analysis
used by the Bureau to aid ian determining sn identifiable
subject. 7/ While this wes underway, the Bureau also
analyzed photographs, including those attached hereto, =zs
well as two sequences of teolevision £ilm, one showing the
students with the victims being hit and the other showing
the deputies, Both were baing photographed f£rom south to
north. Through careful coordination of the films and
pilctures and by overlapping persons or events, a good
reconstruction of the scene was possible., Those who
analyzed the films (several £ield agents, the televisicn
photographers, the exhibits man and the ballistics man)

7/ it should be noted that althoush the reports to date
do not veflect the preciss reasoning, it has been con-
tinually indicated that evidence of only cne live shot
at this location exists., This i3 presumably in view of
the close prozimity of the victims, the fact that they
each appeared to have been struck at the same moment and
the total number of pellets vrecovered or accounted for
{(approzinately 20 out of the 27 which are contained in a
#4 buckshot cartyidge).
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wvere able to follow rovements of many of the deputies
in the pertinent areas. 8/ Some with shotguns were
seen to go cut of the relevant areas. Others remained
there and oiten theily interview descriptions were
inconsistent with their cinematic activities. This
was brought out to some of them in second interviews,
but generally the attitude was "well, that is how I
remenber it.” Qeccasionally some additional activities
Fre admitted to but none whick indicate cullt, Ale
tiwugh it bas been determined that the motion pictures
show some deputies at the time of the siwoting, those
near the pal:m tree are not visible or are cut off st
the right adze of the film. The photegraghs do not
capture the precise moment of the shooting. (Photo-
graph #4 13 just before and Vhotograph #5 is just after).

Through such analysis ¢f the photographs, and
gsometimes with the help of the deputy in identifying
hiaself and others, the Buresu has identiflied all
denuiies sopoaring in the skicwish line in Photograph
#1. Their movements vere followed in subsequent photoe
graphs and on film. As stated sbove, scme possible
suspects go cut of the pictures and therefore their
position at the time cf the shooting is unknowm., 9/

8/ This attorney has seen the f£ilms once and the technique
has been carcfully explained but he has not yet observed
them for purposes of such an analysis., Therefore, the
conclusions concerning each deputy's location are those

of the Bureau.

" 9/ Interviews have been highly unsuccessful in locating
deputies with any precision at the time of the shooting
apparently becsuse of the confusion, breaking of ranks
and inability {or unwillingness) to recall,
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Nine deputies wera determined to be suspects
by the Bureau, wainly because of ﬁ eir location and
movenents in the moments just before and just after
the ghooting. {(Sea F*nf"“"ﬂﬁh ;; and Diagrems #2 or
#3). It should be emphasized, however, that most of
fhese determinations with velation to identicy and
locaticn at pertinent times are werely a matter of
educated guesswork., OF course tho only sus;
those carrying shotguns., The suipascts vary as to
what they say their activities were during itiie con=
frontation and a2s to what thelr shwotgun load was and
whether they fired, Some admit to firing gas but
state with certainty that that is all they had in
their weapon. Some who say they had only gas, deny
firing. Those who had only buckshot of course deny
firing also. 10/ It should be noted that most deputies
in Squads 2, 3 and 4 had little or ne previcus riot
training.

in a&fltion to the six nomes which appear in
Diagrams #2 end #3, vho are placed within the area 3

from which the shot came, three other suspecis were
established, 7They are Deputies Jarreau and Caffarel
and Lt. Carr, all of Scqu: Slthough they do not
appear in ygatozravha at “he tine of the shooting as
identifiable, they all were apvhxbntly relatively near
the palm according to interviews. As a matter of fact,

T

;Q/ Since mistake is a possibility in this case 1t

ould be noted here that thers arve varjous ways. this
eauld have happened hore. The deputy may truly have
fozgottea how his weapon was lozded or not actually
have known since it wos in many cases loaded from other
occasions., OF course, in intervicws they all indicate
certainty, e may also think he knew his load but
honestly mistook the live round ior a Lear 2as cartridge.
Apparently tlhic resemblance is striking ilevertheless no
ona admits to this possibility.
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of course, they may be the two deputies in front of the
paln who are, to date, unidentifiable, In addition Carr
admits to two and Caffarel admits to three gss shots
towards the arca of the Admimistration Building. Of
course both are certain they only had gas chells in their
weapons, 11/ Jarreau had double-ocught end number four
buck in his gun, admits chamberinz one or the other but
¢enle; f;rinu. He also placeg himself behind the palm
after he had scen victims lying on the walk. He denies
seeing them fall.

All nine suspects were asked to submit voluntarily
to a polygraph examination. Four {(Jarreau, Ryals, Caffarel
end Johnegon, wiwo ig black) did so and the results de not
ghow them to have been deceptive. Deputy Cambre refused
nastily, accoxding to the Bureau, and Carr, Potts and Story
also refused. As of this writing Deputy ¥all is consulting
with his attorney in efforts to decide whether to submit to
the examination. This Division hae nat vot vacajwvad snw
wiltten repovt of these resulis or any inlormation as to
the questions asked. Of course, i1i the guilty party does
not know he did it then no deception would apparently be
shown,

According to Bureau experts, however, there is a
very noticeable difference in the amount of recoil when
discharging a round of buckshot as opposed to a tear gas
cartridge. Of course, it can bz ergued that in such con-
fusion or panic, one might not realize the difference or
might not recall it later. Then, too, several of these
deputies had never fired tear gas cartridzes and may not
have known what a difference there was, If the live round
was not fired inteationally it is still hard to believe
that knowledge of or by the guilty party does not exist
with each deputy recalling each shot that was made, the

11/ A recent conference between Sheriff Amiss and U.S.
Attorney Gonzales pointed up that Carr had 'pangs of remorse’
in that he believes he fired a third shot from the hip (he
only admitted to two in interviews). He believes it was ga
however, and dees not recall the students falling with relstion
to his ghots. Carr is in the process of preparing sa additional
statement through his attormey. e had siready refused a poly-
graph examination,

a
|
34,
S
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direction fired and possibly sceing students fall at
that moment and with the great amount of soul-searching
that has undoubtedly been done, Again, of course, there
is no way to prove this fact.

It should be mentioned that the movie £1lm which
was shot did not have a sound track. However, a co-veporter
of one of the cameramen did tape record sume of the incident,
4. ove point during the noisesand confusion, the words I
got him, I got him" are distinctly heard, Cameraman Baptiste
cannot idencify it as himself or his partner. No other
identification, even by sheriff's personnsl, has been made
to date.

Evidence throuch intervicws pointing to possible
suspects has also been developed, Nons has been particu-
larly helpful. A black student named Hillard and two job
recruiters (probably black) identify a sergeant as one

who fired several times towards wvhere the students were

o~ - - - L .
ceen falling. Hillard says cach time ho fired he put the

expended cartridpe in his pocket, Hillard followed him

around as did a faculty member and he was identified as

Ticey (Tycer). (A sergeant in charge of Squad 1), It

was also discovered that he only had a carbine. HNeverthe-

less Hillard and the recruiters all say the sergeant they

saw was in the avrea of Squads 2, 3 and 4, not where Squad

1 was located. Further they all see shotgun shells being
ejected. The only possible suspect who is a sergeant and

had a shotgun is Ryals, but his also had a launcher attached

and one of the recruiters claimed the one being fired did

not. Ryals denles firing anything. This attorney recalls '
some othter officer or deputy indicating that someone was
wearing a shirt with sexgeant's stripes even thoush he was
not one, Efforts will be nade to determine who this night
have been,
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Some of the black deputies present that day have
indicated in interviews that they have discussed the
matter at great lengfh. A few were wuch more candid
than most white deputies., All vhite deputies deny any
knowledze of who might have done it or having heard
information one way or the other. Cne black deputy
stated that he heard the focus of the investigation had
farrowed to a deputy who iz permally assigned to the
Narcotics Divisicn and owns his own shotgun, This
description fits only one deputy, Robert Watts.

Evidence has developed that VWatts advised that
he had no buckshot, leaving it all at the sirport, and
had only two rounds of tear gas in hils weapon which he
fired on orders of Lt. O'Connor (Squad #4) after the
students were down. Watts, however, ls identified by
a black deputy named Crawiord who srvived after the
shooting as being a deputy who handed him a shotgun to
hold saving 1t had twe vounds af gas and two of buckshot,

p [ S8.5.363 G S e 4w Lk BN wVess  Lidm

1014 eawir
Watts was apparently trying te frece his hands to throw
canisters witich he carried. Efforts to re-interview
Watts and confront him with the inconsistency will be
nade if such investigation does not appear in the next
report. '

Azain, with reference to these suspects and the
nine listcd above, no concrote evidence has yot been
developed., Further, at this point in the investigation,
identification of a subject does noi appear lilely. It
is also not known what Carr's re-interview may show, what
Watts may say concerning the inconsizstency, or what specific
results the polygraph exazninations wmay show., Analysls of
the files will continue in zn effort to point up inconsis-
tencies or any leads which could develop a subject,

LOCAL ACTION

The investigation by the state commission headed
by the Attorney General turned up gimilar results to those
of the Federal Dureau of investigation. That commission
has indicated that it narrowved the suspects to gbout six
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who were located in one area., It is uwnknown at this
stage in the iuvestigation whether this wes a totally
independent finding and whether it was baced on the same
or different evidence. o contacts by thies Division
with the Attoruney Ceneral of Louisiana heve yet been
made. Also, actording to reports of a fow weeks ago,
the newly elected Parigh Prosecuting Attorney has agxeed
€0 present evidence to & grand jury sometimz after he

is sworn in.

RECOMENDATICNS

Until the £final renorts ave completed no def initive
recommendations can be made., HNor can any additional re-
quests for investigation be initiacted until all reports
are in. It 1s not known by the Dureau Civil Rights Desk

man what the remaining iavestigative reports will contaln,

It oan nvahnb]v ha'nafa1v vnié hewoevay  that

further nacroeing of suspects through ana.ysis of physical
evidence or interviews ig highly ualikely. This attormey,
however, does intend to analyze the films and photographs
with the guldance of those who have made thie determinstions
to date. Hopeifully such analysis will provide us with the
certainty the Bureau has of the recults of itsg analyais to
date and perhaps turn up same sdditional fscts not yet noted.

It would be this attorney's recommendation that
if the state does proceed with its grand jury, that this
Department should offer its files for examination and
provide- all assistance pessible. The sta?o appears to
have acted In good faith throughout its investigation of
this matter and, assuming they continue to do so, we should
willingly offer informstion we have gathored., If a subject
can be identified, clearly a state prosecution would be the
more appropriate vehicle since proving inteant herein withe-
out clear evidence would be an insurmountable obstacle,
The state has open such prosecutive alternatives as negligent
homicide, manslaughter, asgault with a deadly wespon, etc.
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If the state does not intend to proceed In good
faith or dces not do so, then an investigative federal
grand jury way be apprepriate. It would pemmit us to
take the testimony of 211 deputiecs under oath, confront
them with incensistencies, carefully analyze films and
photographs with their assistance, make efforts to identify
percons in f£ilms and photographs and the veoice on the tape
Yecording, ond confronl possible subjects with lie detector
test results, if they cshould prove of any value, Further,
of course, thiere is the value implicit In a federal grand
jury inquiry of allaying the doubts and fears and resolving
the unanswered questions in the minds of many Awmericans.
Perhaps even a report in the Chicago tradition which would
condamm the deployment of such peorly trained officers in
a confrontation situation should be considered.
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FROM:

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
WASHINGTORN

1/8/73

Dave Norman

Bill O'Connor

Attached is the interim long form_detail
summary on Baton Rouge. I think the analysis is
good, but the recommendations are premature in
view of the pending FBI reports.

I'1l obtain and forward a further
analysis when FBI reports are complete.
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Senator Alan Cranston
Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Semator Cranston:

This is in vtommmp-dn«cmlum
a letter from m::’l- Reese, City Manager, Davis,
California, concernjag the federal investigation into
the deaths of two students at Southern University.
Please excuse my delay in responding.

This matter is currently under investigation by

the Federal Bureau of Iavestigation. Upon completion
of that investigation the matter will receive our care-
ful consideration and such action will be takea as the

circumstances warrant.

Mwnbm”tmnlmumum
thhutw.l.hnldpohtmtmtmdhzto

investigative report.

Sincerely,

cc:uéis J. STANLEY POTTINGER

CHrono Assistant Attorney Gemeral
Hubbard Ci=<L Rights Division

Whiel
i, g
~cres, Unit
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‘é:closﬁre from: Howard L. Reese

3
Wlnifed Dlafes Henatle

1 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510
q 7 ZB?ﬂ &
QEVLGFRQGM January 18, 1973
“ML»M
or0
To: Department of Justice '
Congressional Liaison 410 =

Washington, D. C. 2

City MAnager
City of Davis
226 F Street
Davis, California 95616

Re: May we have a copy of the report for this gentleman?

I forward the attached for your consideration.

Your report, in duplicate, along with the return of the enclosure
will be appreciated. ‘
f

Sincerely,

| A/«M |

13n Cranston

Please address envelope to: ::-‘-iél ‘f’ v 3% - S
Senator Alm%s'ton & ; My&a’" 2 %&M 7;
Senate Office Building | -

|
1
Washington, D.C. 20510 ??E JAN 22 1973 \
Att: Martha Weisz/lh | j ;; |

*CIV. RIGHTS DIV._
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T Rinited Batos Berats

) 'i's WASHINGTON, D.C. 20810

i 2731
Jid dﬂ -:AUS"HEE _
UE??{{HQGH January 18, 1973

D ‘-.‘0 'l '\

- To: Department of Justice
Congressional Liaison 410

Washington, D. C.

‘éiclosure from:

Howard L. Reese

City MAnager

City of Davis

226 F Street

Davis, California 95616

Re: May we have a copy of the report for this gentleman?

I forward the attached for your consideration.

Your report, in duplicate, along with the return of the enclosure
will be appreciated. T

Sincerely,

Please address envelope to: 7?:§£zi 2 23 '—;'_;;
Senator Alan Cranston ‘S'T v‘ﬂ‘?;ff i f:i?f”?”‘iz‘i 4
Senate Office Building '

Washington, D.C. 20510 Q?i JAN 22 1972
Att: Martha Weisz/lh ‘ f

_CIV. RIGHTS

owv.
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LTY OF DAVIS

226 F Street  Davis, California 95616
(916) 756-3740
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_ 7 = Pecember 27, 1972

The Honorable Alan Cranston
2102 Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Cranston:

Recently, the Davis City Council considered the incident which
occurred in Louisiana involving the shooting death of two
students. By unanimous action, the Davis City Council respect-
fully requests that Congress call for a full and complete in-
vestigation of this incident. The Davis City Council also
respectfully requests that, following the investigation, a full
and complete disclosure of all of the facts be made available
to the public.

Respectfully,

e g

’;,rfa‘}\'\;\f”z'\-'u‘l\ r i /j;), L

HOWARD L. REESE
City Manager

HLR:ny
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Jemuary 19th, 1973 4
Dear Mr., Norfsen: Greetings and best wishes. _r

Thenk you very mich for your very encouraging letter amd
enclosure of the 16th, Instant relative to the investigation
into the deaths of two young men at Southern University in“ .
Baton Rouge, Iouisiene on November 16th, 1972, I shall giwe_
yours the broadest circulation possible because the matter
is of great interest to our commmnity. T4y

Thenk you very mich. .
Very trly yours, = >

QWM

Ve i
Kieran James Maurietta, Universal
Chairmen, Universal Youth Defense
Association, Inc.; etc. -

OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT 3
Lt . =,
GETI

¢
‘5-\ y
LY

/ ;"P;

Civ. RIGHTS DIV.

e —— |

FOIA
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Kieran James Maurietta' S
Continental Apt. No. 13
795 Bellflower Blyd.

Long Beach, Calif. 908 15

VIA AIR MAIZTL, please

David L, Norman, Esq.,

".4

i
¢4 S.L*Dr;tage ()U

Assistent Attomey General, Civil Rights Division

Department of Justice
VWeshington, D.C. 20530

FOIA # 50904

( Adr Medl )

(URTS 16300) Docld: 7
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Form No. AD-71A
(Rev, 6-10~71)

NOTICE

PLEASE
DO NOT REMOVE THIS SLIP FROM
THE ATTACHED CORRESPONDENCE
SINCE IT IS A PERMANENT PART OF

THE RECORD.

OFFICE OF RECORDS
OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT x
/%thpl/ld&?‘ﬂ.%

Civ. RIGHTS DIV,
T———— |
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0-6 (Rev. 8-15-72) \

%

[] The Attorney General

[ The Solicitor General

(] The Deputy Attdrfiey General ]
= Assistant Attorney General

[ ] Director, Bureau of Prisons
[ ] The Pardon Attorney
[ ] Chairman, Parole Board

; Director
Fderal Bureau of Investigation

From

TRECEIVED 2.

gy 22

7 0F JUSTICE
DEF \AIL ROOM
OROM

[ ) Assistant Attorney General for Administration
[ Immigration and Naturalization Service
[] Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs

[]Law Enforcement Assistance A

dministration

[ Director, Office of Budget and Accounts
[ Director, Office of Administrative Services

[ Director, Office of Personnel and Tr

aining

[ @eneral Litigation Section, Civil Division
Office of Records Operations and Management

Att.: [ Antitmast Div.  [_] ivil Div.
Internal Security Div.

[ ] Criminal Div.

[ ] Civil Rights Div.

[ ] Community Relations Service

(] A. No further action will be taken in th

request from you.

[]B. Please advise what further investigation,

For your information, 1 am_enclosing a co‘mmux‘xic
nternational organization visa.

C.
| - of a diplomatic or i
L E{D For your information.
CE.

Please note change in caption of this case.

mrormiure Yo msinlain pespme—gesm T

cc: [_| Attorney General [ | Deputy Attorney General [%ivil Rights Div.
[] Civil Div.
i Internal Security Div.

[ Antitrust Div.
[ Criminal Div.

Enc.
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In Reply, Please Refer to
File. Na.

B %

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE /_ 25

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

New Orleans, Louisiana
January 23, 1973

INT. SEC. DIV,

_--Chief, AU 3

—~-Analysis
—--Evaluation ~ 5 'v%

___Shdkial e
. . Universi
A--Registratiafhat . c13
~ without
—--Criminal approxin
and regi
_--Appeal/Cidpproxim

DEMONSTRATION OF BLACK STUDENTS
SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY, NEW ORLEANS,
LOUISIANA, NOVEMBER 1, 1972

Dr. Asa Sims, Dean of Academic Affairs, Southern

ty, New Orleans (SUNO), advised on January 23, 1973
sses on the SUNO campus resumed on January 22, 1973
student disruption or boycott. He advised

ately 1,500 students were now attending classes
stration would continue through January 26, 1973 with
ately 400 additional students expected to enroll

by that
——-Security

E@@m_m -

time.

* Dr. Sims advised approximately 2,700 students attended

the SUNO campus the previous semester and of that number
approximately 300 were dropped trom the rolls ror one semester

for failure to maintain proper academic average. Among these
was Wanda Butler, an active participant in the November, 1972
campus disorder.

Dr. Sims advised that Judge S. Sanford Levy, Civil

District Court, New Orleans, issued a permanent injunction
on January 22, 1973, forbidding any student at SUNO to disrupt

classes

unlawfully occupy buildings, misuse of facilities or

equipment and in general preventing the normal operation of
-the university.

student

Although this restraining order encompassed the entire
body, it specifically listed 23 students that were

active in the SUNO campus disruption during November, 1972.
Dr. Sims stated he could not recall all the names listed on
the restraining order.

Dr. Sims stated that he anticipated no further disruption

or violence of any type as SUNO was now operating as normal.

This document contains neither recommer]
~ of the FBI. It is the property of the
"Tagency; 1t and AdLf
agency gy |

your

bua 8

contents are not to
licated within your |agency.

Y,
" Hj

.
w~
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National Board
of the

Young Women's
Christian
Association

of the U.S.A.

600 Lexington Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022
212/753-4700

Cable: Emissarius, N.Y

President

Mrs. Robert W. Claytor
Vice President

Mrs. Herbert P. Catlin
Vice President at Large

Mrs. William H. Genne

Vice President, Chairman
Central Region
Mrs. Fred W. Adams

Vice President, Chairman
Eastern Region
Mrs. Henrv B. Leader

Vice President, Chairman
Southern Region

Mrs. Oze Horton
Vice President. Chairman
Western Region

Mrs. George L. Thomas

Vice President. Ex-Officio

Miss Jovee Bailey
Secretary

Mrs. Clarke B. Dowling
Treasurer

Mrs. Abdella J. Campbell
Assistant Treasurer

Mrs. John W. O’'Nan
Executive Director

Miss Edith M. Lerrigo

February 2, 1973 .

PR = ? nsTICE
M

Mr. David L. Norman
Assistant Attorney General
Ccivil Rights Division
Department of Justice
Weshington, D.C. 20530

Dear Mr, Norman:

Mrs. Claytor, President of the National Board YWCA, has asked
me to thank you for responding to our letter of December 8th,
concerning the death of two students at Southern University.

We appreciated receiving the copy of the Department of Justice
statement on the investigation Dby the FBI. We are glad to
know that the investigation is under way, and trust that the
findings will be given prompt attention and action which will
lessen the chance of similar confrontations with tragic
results in the future.

Most sincerely yours,

,;:)ﬂ, Wt
Jean M. Whittet

Director
Public Policy Center

I /eq

FEB 6 3
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National Board, YWCA
600 Lexington Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022

CNg
IMPERATIVE:
ELIMINATE

Mr. David L. Norman
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division
Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20530
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M ex States Bepartment of Justice

ADDRESS REPLY TO

i Mok Ao UNITED STATES ATTORNEY “ "Htl
AND REFER TO INITIALS MIDDLE DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA i
DMG:crb BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70801 FilR }J

AR S 4 2l PH ’?3 o U 23 .:u: s
February 28, ]97aEPr<\ e DEPT.0F yys+

- o U7 -:‘JS? 4 l“i :" > 3 X b
OROM R

Mr. J. Stanley Pottinger
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division
Department of Justice
Room 1232, TODD Building
Washington, D. C. 20530

Re: Southern University Incident,
November 11, 1972

Dear Mr. Pottinger:

We have received an official request from the
District Attorney of the 19th Judicial District, Mr. Ossie
Brown, requesting generally that we make available our
files relative to the unfortunate deaths of two students
at Southern University on November 16. A copy of that re-
quest is attached hereto. .

As a result of this incident, a great deal of
publicity and conspicuous effort was made by the FBI and
a thorough and extensive investigation was had. Many
agents were in town, hundreds of interviews were conducted
and, whether we like it or not, the local news media gave
a lot of exposure to the fact that the FBIl was making such
an extensive investigation. Additionally, the press has
made many statements and speculations, almost all of which
have been erroneous, about the results of the investigation /\-)
and the contents of the FBl files, It is obvious to the
ordinary citizen that the Justice Department expended a a [l/
great deal of money in attempting to make a thorough find- J
ing of fact with regard to this incident. in view of this
expense and in view of the erroneous publicity about what
the files contain, | think it would undermine the confi-
dence of the people in this area in the sincerity of the
Justice Department probe to, in effect,bury and restrict
the results of that investigation to the confines of the )¢ ¢—72M - g
Department of Justice. Therefore, | recommend that these
files be made available to the State grand jury for their
use in what | believe to be a legitimate and sincere
state inquiry into the matter.
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cc

Mr. J. Stanley Pottinger
Page 2
February 28, 1973

Both the State Attorney General, Mr. William
Guste, and the District Attorney, Mr. Ossie Brown, are
personally presenting evidence to the State grand jury
and | believe the realities of the situation would insure
that this grand jury will be fairly conducted in accord-
ance with the highest principles of the administration of
justice. | am a personal acquaintance of the foreman of
this grand jury; | know him to be an honorable man and
have confidence in his ability to insure that an impartial
and thorough inquiry will be had. For this reason also, |
recommend that these files be made available to the State
authorities.

Very truly yours,

M. GONZALES

DOUGL
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

Enc]osu7z

District Attorney

19th Judicial District

Parish of East Baton Rouge
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821

Attorney General
State of Louisiana
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Mr. S. M. Kadair

Foreman, State Grand Jury
1450 Kenmore Street

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808
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b Aok EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH RECEIVED
Vg OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY . o Kl
1 | e Fea2l 10 o573
Ossiz BROWN i@afmagnm; iﬁmmm 233 ST, FERQINAND STREET

OISTRICT ATTORNEY UNITED 57/ Tl reuepHoNi (s0a) 348-8621

RIDDLE UISTRICT OF
February 20, 1973 - LOUISIANA

Honorable Douglas Gonzales
United States Attorney
Federal Building

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Re: Southern University Probe
Dear Mr. Gonzales:

The East Baton Rouge Parish Grand Jury is preparing to investigate the Southern
University incident which occurred on November 16, 1972, in {ts entirety.

Our investigation is to encompass events prior to the deaths which occurred,
the deaths and the subsequent events.

A formal committee was constituted by Attorney General William Guste which made
certain purported findings. A black peoples committee of inquiry informally
established, made an investigation in findings of its own.

I know that the United States Government made a thorough investigation of the
happenings at Southern University. I have requested both of the other agencies

to make available to me their reports and findings. I would be deeply apprecia-
tive if the United States Government could make available any information and
reports which would be helpful in our investigation by the East Baton Rouge Parish
Grand Jury. If this can be done, will you please accept this as a formal request
for copies of such reports or memoranda and supporting evidence, photographs and
so forth.

Any suggestions which you would Tike to offer in the conduct of this investigation
would be appreciated and is invited.

Thanking you for your usual cooperation and with warmest regards, I remain
Very truly yours,

OSSIE BROWN
District Attorney

0B/bg
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T. 3/9/73

Acting Director 1 2 MAR 1973
Federal Bureau of Investigation

JSP:KWO'C: jbb
J. Stanley Pottinger DJ 144-32M-9
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

Unknown Subjects, Deputies, East

Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff's Office,

East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana;

Denver Allen Smith (Deceased),

Leonard Douglas Brown (Deceased) - Victims
Summary Punishment

CIVIL RIGHTS

On March 9, 1973, this Division received the
enclosed request and recommendation from United
States Attorney Douglas Gonzales, regarding the
proposed availability of the FBI reports on SUBR to
the state grand jury. Assuming that appropriate
procedural safeguards are established, I would be
inclined to permit the state prosecutor and grand
jury to have access to this material, in order to
provide it with the best opportunity for discharging
its law enforcement function in the light of all avail-
able knowledge of this matter, Before this matter is
resolved, however, 1 should like the benefit of the
Bureau's view on the proposed disclosure, I under-
stand that the matter is urgently before the state
grand jury, so our prompt response is sought by the
United States Attorney.

cc: —Records
Chrono
USA, Baton Rouge, Louisiana
0'Connor
Murphy
Gardner
Whieldon
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ADDRESA REPLY TO

e e e e UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
AND REFER TO INTTIALS MIDDLE DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA
DMG:crb BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70801

February 28, 1973

Mr. J. Stanley Pottinger
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division
Department of Justice
Room 1232, TODD Building
Washington, D. C. 20530

Re: Southern University Incident,
November 11, 1972

Dear Mr. Pottinger:

We have received an official request from the
District Attorney of the 19th Judicial District, Mr. Ossie
Brown, requesting generally that we make available our
files relative to the unfortunate deaths of two students
at Southern University on November 16. A copy of that re-
quest is attached hereto.

As a result of this incident, a great deal of
publicity and conspicuous effort was made by the FBI and
a thorough and extensive investigation was had. Many
agents were in town, hundreds of interviews were conducted
and, whether we like it or not, the local news media gave
a lot of exposure to the fact that the FBI was making such
an extensive investigation. Additionally, the press has
made many statements and speculations, almost all of which
have been erroneous, about the results of the investigation
and the contents of the FBIl files, It is obvious to the
ordinary citizen that the Justice Department expended a
great deal of money in attempting to make a thorough find=
ing of fact with regard to this incident. In view of this
expense and in view of the erroneous publicity about what
the files contain, | think it would undermine the confi-
dence of the people in this area in the sincerity of the
Justice Department probe to, in effect,bury and restrict
the results of that investigation to the confines of the
Department of Justice. Therefore, | recommend that these
files be made available to the State grand jury for their
use in what | believe to be a legitimate and sincere
state inquiry into the matter.

1
el
i

= - — e e e e St e R — —
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cc

Mr. J. Stanley Pottinger
Page 2
February 28, 1973

Both the State Attorney General, Mr. William
Guste, and the District Attorney, Mr. Ossie Brown, are
personally presenting evidence to the State grand jury
and | believe the realities of the situation would insure

that this grand jury will be fairly conducted in accord-
ance with the highest principles of the administration of
justice. | am a personal acquaintance of the foreman of

this grand jury; | know him to be an honorable man and
have confidence in his ability to insure that an impartial
and thorough inquiry will be had. For this reason also, |
recommend that these files be made available to the State
authorities.

Very truly yours,

/ﬂm‘ﬁ?{fz‘
M. GONZALLES

DOUGL
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

Enclosure

District Attorney

19th Judicial District
Parish of East Baton Rouge
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821

Attorney General
State of Louisiana
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Mr. S. M. Kadair

Foreman, State Grand Jury
1450 Kenmore Street

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808
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700 Nineteently Judivial District ¢
‘3».‘ EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH RECEIVED
e OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNFFEB “ N~ AY ’{j
s> - {u Ud nil
OssiE BROWN ciﬁﬁtm%m, gﬂmmﬁa . ,. 233 ST, FERDINAND STREET
DISTRICT ATTORNEY URITED 57/ 7 reLepHo NG (s04) 248-8621
MIDOLE OI1STRICT OF
February 20, 1973 LOUISTANA

Honorable Douglas Gonzales
United States Attorney
Federal Building

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Re: Southern University Probe
Dear Mr. Gonzales:

The East Baton Rouge Parish Grand Jury is preparing to investigate the Southern
University incident which occurred on November 16, 1972, in its entirety.

Our investigation is to encompass events prior to the deaths which occurred,
the deaths and the subsequent events.

A formal committee was constituted by Attorney General William Guste which made
certain purported findings. A black peoples committee of inquiry informally
established, made an investigation in findings of its own.

I know that the United States Government made a thorough investigation of the
happenings at Southern University. I have requested both of the other agencies

to make available to me their reports and findings. I would be deeply apprecia-
tive if the United States Government could make available any information and
reports which would be helpful in our investigation by the East Baton Rouge Parish
Grand Jury. If this can be done, will you please accept this as a formal request
for copies of such reports or memoranda and supporting evidence, photographs and
so forth.

Any suggestions which you would 1ike to offer in the conduct of this investigation
would be appreciated and is invited.

Thanking you for your usual cooperation and with warmest regards, I remain
Very truly yours,

OSSIE BROWN
District Attorney
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Mr. Robert A. Murphy, Chief
Criminal Section

Civil Rights Division

Room 1038, TODD Building
Washington, D. C. 20530
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