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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 10/26/67 

HENRY SLIM MC GRAW, 408 5th _Street, phone 336 ... 5548, 
who is employed by the . Concordia River Return Company, was 
contacted at the railroad crossing on Louisiana Avenue, . 
Vidalia, Louisiana, and was advi$.ed of the identities of t he , 
interviewing Agents. He provided the following infor matio n: 

MC GRAW stated that he recently heard a rumor 
being discussed outside of Babe's Place, Louisiana Avenue, 
Vidalia, Louisiana, by a number of Negro persons whose names 
he could not recall • . MC GRAW stated that according to the 
rumor, JOSEPH EDWARDS, the Negro porter who disappeared 
fro m the Shamrock Motel, Vidalia, Louisiana, was arrested at 
a gas station in Vidalia, and taken to the Vidaliajail where 
EDWARDS was killed • . EDWARDS' body was then disposed of 
by GEORGE WEST of West Funeral Home, Natchez, Mississippi. MC 
GRbW could . iurnish no other details concerning the rumor. ,, 

New Orleans 44-2293 
10 /25 / 6 7 at _V_i_d_a_l_i_a_,,~L_o_u_i_s_i_a_n_.a ____ F ile # _J_a_c_k_s_o_n_4_4_-_6_5 ___ _ 

SAs WILLIAM B. WOOD and 
GEORGE F. BENZ __ /_G_F_B_:-=j_l_s__ ___ _ 10 /26 / 6 7 Dnte dictated _....:.,_ _...c,. _ _ _ _ _ 

1 h . ,_:~s -.A·,tne~ reco aendations nor conclusions of th e FBI. It is the property of th o FBI and is lo,ined to 
IS er~~· C',, ,.,.. - . a· b . I • -

y '· -: · d ·•s c-,-J.e::i.ts u:e cot to be 1stri cteu outsi d e your uge ncy 
G ii.g4;-:-,cy; !t a.1°l' h J- * • 
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Hair 
E es • 

Bild 
Characteristics 
· arital status 

Children 
• 

• 

• 

Social Security# 

• 
-
• • 

• 

. Occupation 
• 

• 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Black 
Brown , 

. FO I.A t AJ J f 6 , 
FOIA (b J ( 7 · 

' 

• 

Slender 
. 

• • • • • 
• 
• • • • 

• • • • • • 

Some upper teeth missing 
Single - cc,11,mon law ·wife ·-..... 

• 

• 

OGREE TAYLOR, aka Agree ··· ... 
• 

Ta lor . Cla ton Louisiana · 

33m58--3219 (Correct nu1ober 
under name JOE EDWARDS; 
433.-58-3217 -incorrect number 

-

• • , 
• • • 

·. used at Shamrock Motel, Vidalia.) 
:. Porter -

Sacial _Security, Alexandria, Louisiana, advised that 
an investigation conducted 8/10/66, for claim by EDWARDS' 
con1non law wife for benefits was denied because there:-was no 

• 

proof of his death. His Social Security r~cords apparently 
• 

have been inactive since July, 1964. 

The Identification Division and Baltimore are -requested 
to search files of the Identification Division and BA· C~4 J• 

. --, . 
respectively for any infor1 1tation concerning EDWARDS, p~rticularly ·, 
subsequent to his disappearanceo · 
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• 

• 

• -

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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44----2293 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• • 

• • • 

I Z a • • >u11. ,....r1t• •• • 

' 

AT tU\'fCHEZ.. MISSISSIPPI 
~._ -.,_ 7 , ~ --- -=• nea r •~ ft 5} 1Q r a,.,• c :at ,u ..... ..., ; : -: IA. 121 

• 

• 
• 

• • • 

--1- IntervieY1 RALEIGH JACKSOt.~ GLOVER concernin g 
hi s poss ible in v o 1 ve.me11t in th~ . disappe2rance of JOSEPH 

- . 

E 1 .. 1.DS, noting th a t an informant advised that Chief DUD 
SPI1: KS, Vi t~a lj .a, Louisiana,. Police DepartrJ.ent, c.on~acted 
GiilOVEP to take care of ~~I)~JAPJJS o The sar1}S source - advised 
t ha t V~R, KENNE~H_NO~HAN HEAD, and ~OMER T. HORTON 
ki ll ed EDW~~S and disposed of his bbdy. . ' 

• 

·•.102-
• 

Continue contacts with logical ·inform ants. 
• 

NEv7 ORLEANS • 
W d , ; :>, X.P C JC I ■ I? ¥ T'lKCM C .IM'D • 

• • • 

A ·r. _F Rfil::~-~ ~ cl ? ~PY 1~ J~I~;,~ 
. 

• 
• 

• 

Contact Deputy Sheriff BILL OGDEN,-Concordia 
Pari sh Sheriff's Office, conqerning information previously 

• repo :rted that OGDEN attempted to Bpprehend ED"t'1ARDS in 
con 11ection \\Tith a complaint of d_~sturbing the peace and 
EDv1P .. RDS' alleged escap2 · over the levee. · • 

• 
• 

• 
• • 

AT StrREVEPORT . ·LOUIS J.A NA 
a I ,. ,,, . - a I 1 J F :::- 1 I ,,,..l Pl ... S i --· ► \IUI a,.. .. _=-••· 

• 

. Will .re-interview JAMES GOSS, Louisiana Proba~ 
tion Officer, ·who made statements to IONA PERRY SEWARD of 

• 

. his intention to kill EDWJ\PJ)S because of his insult to her • 
• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 
• 
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NO 44--2293 

AT VIDA LIA, LOUIS I.ANA 

-1- Interview KENNETH NORM .. l\N HEAD concerning his 
alleged involvem e nt in the death of EDWARDS as stated in 
the above Natchez lead. 

-2- Interview HOMER T. HORTON for the same 
reason. 

A 11 the above leads are being coordinated with 
the investigation of Bureau Special WHARBOM at Natchez, 

Mississippi. 
i 

,, 
;; 
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• 

- The fpllowing investigation was conducte · a 
Nate 1.az, Mi~sissippi, on No\.·eraber 6, 1967, by SA .HE ~ ., 

. BRITTOt:i, . III, . and SA :MEP\.1~Il1AN D. DIVEti: . . ... 

• 

• 

• 

• 

-
• 

that no records were available pertaining t~ JOSEPH E r~A ~ ~
and upon reviev1 of EDWARDS' Social Security l.:Jumber, it ·a"' 

, 

established t _ rn was not issued in the State o_ 
• 

Mississippt. ____ -s~_ated that any claims for So ict :-
Security ,bene · its ma e by ··-ED~J.~RDS1 wife, ORGREE, TAYTJ'J~ -· 
who resid 'es in Clayton, Louisia ·na ., __ l•1ould have b-2en r.!2 . e 
through the Alexandria, Louisiana, Soo -i~l Security Of~_.-;ce. 
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November 
BR TTOt 

J 

. -• 

The fallowing investigation as co~Gu.~+-e~ __ c : 
6, 196 7, at Alexandria, Louisia B, b·- SA "qr,. ~~ -

III, and SA l-1ERRilLA D o DIVE!.' !c · -
• 

• 

a vise tat t e i es o· is or ice containe a ~ ·;e o - .,...:.le . 

JOE EDl11ARDS, Social Security 'lu.~er • , 3-5 .- .j2 
advised that a claim had been made for ~·oc · e_ -

:. ~----·. Security benefits on the account of JOE ED~.J~PJ)S 

• 

• 

· .. TAYLOR of Glayton, Louisiana, ED\~.ARDS' allege · ·c~ ~ "-'~--cli-
--,vif e. 11• 

• • 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

·._ The · file sh~1ed the follo-v,ing bac1egro~ 
• 

mat ion regarding EDi~ARDS: 
• • 

• 

• -
• 

• • 

Father 
Mother 

• 

• 

• 

• 

JOE ED~A~-S (deceE:e 
Bt... ICE 0 .. -;:.,f S 

• 

• 
• 

Wife 

Children 

-

New Orlea s, Lo_·~ a 1~ :c 

AGREE ~AYLO. - 1 egec 
• 
• • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 
• 

• 

• 
• • -

-

" 

advised that his file is Cv ~ 
L---------1! 

it appears that an investigation was =ade concer 
clajm for benefits by EDWARDS' alleged co~mon- ._a 
The file shows that on August 10, 1966, AGR~ 
advised that although the wage earner disappea e 
mysterious ci~cumsta~ces,- t~ere was no eviaence 
and her claim was being denied. 

• 

• 

• 

- --- -- - -
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• 

• . ' 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. He stated that although the file contained no 
actual statement that EDvJARDS' account was inactive from 
July, 1964, the l•1ording of the notations indicated that 

e apparently no activity subsequent to that date. 
/ further pointed out that such inactivity in sn 
. ~--~~ 

1..-·~ account id ·not necessarily in~icate that the individual 
.:·1· l'1as deceased inasmuch as he may have obta .ined another 

1:... Social Security Number· under a differe11t name and it Would 
' 

_/.... be impossible to associate the ne~1 number and name with 
• 

· _.: ·the old accot1nt. · 
• .. 

• • 

,. 

FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
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• • -s A· · .. · rn~ ·· , Shreve port, . Lou 1s 1.ana 

-

DIE 
.. l, 1967 

• 

Office: 

• 

• 

NEW ORLEANS 

• 
• 

• • Bureau File .. : 44-2606£~ 
• 

• 

JECTS· , 
J ~~ \ • RDS - VICTIM 

CI\ IL R .GHTS 

• 
• 

• • • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

· o. ri ;r. co ,~orkers of JOSEPH ED\JARDS ,idvised of his 
acti, 1 i;ies, including gambl •ing and affairs. Chief 

• 

• 

• 

J. T OBI SON, Natchez, Mississippi, Police Depart-
1112nt, made available missing persons report on EDv1ARDS 
dated July 21, 1964; later he inspected victi1n I s 
abandoned car bt1t sa1·1 no evidence of violence. JOl-lNNIE 
LEE SPINI{S, }1arshal, Toivn of Vidalia, Lot1isiana, advised 
that a white crippled girl told him of EDWARDS' att .empt 
to kiss l1er but declined to prosecute him. SPINI<S denies 
any involven:.el"lt or knov1ledge of ED~lARDS '· disappearance. 
Otl1.er law officials intervie~ved. ION.A PERRY SE\'1ARD 
fun1ished infqrn1ation concerning conversation t'7ith 
EDWARDS which may have made him believe that she would 
be receptive to his advances. She added that JA}iES 
GOSS shoued her a .45 caliber gun he bought to shoot 
EDWARDS. . 

- p - • 

• 

• 
• 

DETAILS: • 

• 

• 
• • 

• 
• 

• 

• • 

-

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• • 
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F ,o A1L UREAU OF I VE STIGATION • . 
• 

-• • • 

• October 25) 1967 Date 
• 

• 

I 

Kl TI· "fOL~S, 803 l"iagnolia Street, advised that 
h b, d been err•nl.oyed as ··a maid at the Shamrock Motel · . 

• 
,ur· .nr 1964. • 

• • 

• I • . . 

• 

ll _ 
• • 

She recalJ.ed JOSEPH ED~-JAPJ)S as a porter at the 
• 

·mot · l , for a very short time during that year • . Her cor1tact 
with ED\1AlillS ,,1as very limited as he would usually . arrive · • -· . 
just before or after she ended her 't~ork. She could _furnish 
no information concerning his activities, his ·friends, . nor 
any difficulties which he may have encountered. 

' 
, 

• 

• 

She stated she recalled \-vhen a s ·mall child droy1ne ·d 
in the pool at the Shamrocl< Motel during 1964 but she tvas 
of the opi~ion that a young Negro kitchen helper· yJas the one 
who removed the body from the pool. She had no information 

. concerning any association bet"tveen the dratmed infant's 
mother and JOSEPH EDtlARDS inasmuch i as ~1rs. HOLl'illS cleaned 

• 

the rooms on the other side of the motel. • 

After rumors reached her that ED"t,JARDS had disap
p,eared, she never saw him again nor did she lcnot4J tvhy· he 
had disappeared. She stated that she heard from unrecalled 
sources that ED:·JARDS v.ehicle ,vas found along the road some
where between Vidalia and Ferriday, Louisiana., She advised 
that she had no additional information concerning EDWARDS 
or his disappearance. 

• 

' • • 

• 
• 

• 

• • 
• 

, 

- . 
• 

10/24/67 at Vidalia, Louisiana 

• 

. .. 

. S GEOG~ F. B .Z 

• 

• 

. . JJ. ····-__ ?~ _4~~RI~ __ P · DI~E _______ MD_D __ /_b_l_l~-.. > .• ~.Da-te. ~di.(?.f3.!e.d.-- .. ! .. ~.(~~.L~~--··· __ , 
• · I ,. • • • w+ -~ ·••--

• 1 l i ~ 
,>·o. r 

0 ur: n con nin I c · ier recommcoclatio~s .0 .. conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI a..'1d is loaned to 
• , . it .. 1 cont ore no to be dtslrt tcd out~ ,de your a!!ency _ . · 

b - - • 
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On 

I 

I 
i 

I FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV-ESTIGATION 

' Date October 25, 1967 

LUCY MAE CLA IBON, 709 Magnolia Street, was 
contacted and advised of the identities of the inter
viewing Agents. She provided the following information: 

CLAIBON stated that in 1964, she was a maid at 
the Shamrock Mote 1, Vidalia, Louisiana. CLA IBON stated 
that she did not recall a Negro porter who worked there 
at the time named JOSEPH EDWARDS, slender build, brownish 
skin, in his -20 's. CLA IBON stated that as a maid, she · 
left the Shamrock at 2:00 p.m. · just as the porters were 
coming on duty and, thus, she had no reason to know the 
identities of the porters. 

GL~IBON stated that she did not hear of any 
incident wherein a Shamrock porter came into the kitchen 
and alleged that a guest had pulled a gun on him. CLA IBON 
stated that she had never heard of an incident at the 
Shamrock wherein a Negro porter had insulted a white 
female Shamrock employee. CLAIBON stated that she had 
never heard that a Negro porter at the Shamrock had dated 
a white girl. 

10/24/67 at Vidalia, Louisiana File# New Orleans 44-2293 
Jackson 44-65 

This d umc,nl contnin,;; nt'ithcr r~co:nmendnlio~s n_or conclusi_ons of the r,'81. It i:.- the property of the FBI and is lonned to 
you, 

0
;~ncy; it and its con~ents nrc n?l to be dt~lrobuted outside yo.ir agency . , 
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FEDERA L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date October 28, 1967 

BEATRICE LAMBERT, a waitress at the Albert 
Pick Hotel, was advised of the identities of the ,Special 
Agents and the nature of the contact •. 

She stated that she recalls JOSEPH EDWARDS as 
a foroer disrr~asher at the Albert Pick. She formed the 
opinion that EDWARDS i,rns "sort of a fresh boyl' but she 
has never knm ·m him to have insulted anyone nor to have 
been · involved with white girls. 

She advised th .at EDWARDS I position at ~he 
b lbert Pick Motel would have provided him with little, 
if any, opportunity to have met or associated ·with any 
white female employees or guests. 

. . 
~She advised that she had no information having 

any beari: :ng on EDWARDS' disappearance. 

New Orleans 44-2293 
1o/25/67 at _N_a_t_c_h_e_z~, _M_i_s_s __ i_s_s_i-=-p-=-p_i ___ F ile # _J_a_c_k_s_o_n_4_4_-_6_S __ _ _ 

SA BREdT W. WARBERG 
SA l·iER...'ill~~N D. DIVEN MDD/blw 10/26/67 

b_· -~:.:.:...._:.=::..=.=:.:.::..------------=-----Date dictated - - ------ -

:... ~ - .::r: -._ <>-7.:1"- _,,. =t::i:1s- ·:!leit?ier .reco=c.:,!intio~s n_~r -conclusi _ans , of .tho P.01. ,, It i1<~t.hc i'pcopcrt)' ,of,th~131...t1nd · : ,i , ,,,t 

5 P.J;c::::y; .t ,u-.d i :s cont ents nre not to be d1strwuted outside your agency. 
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FEDE RAL BUR EAU OF INVESTI GA T!O:N 

., 
11/1/67 Date __________ _ 

ADDI E BINGHAM, Route 4, Box 366, llatchez, was 
contac t ed at he r place of employment, the Rendezvous 
Restaurant, 114 Main Street, Natchez, and was advised of 
the identi t ie s of the interviewing Agents. She provided 
the followin g i n f ormation: 

BINGHAM stated that a few years ago she was 
employed as a supervisor in the kitchen at the Albert Pick 
Motel , Natc hez, Mississippi. She stated t~t she recalled 
a regr o name d JOSEPH EDWARDS who worked in the kitchen .and 
who she · s ometi mes brought to work in her Volkswagen along 
with some ot her Negro kitchen help. 

BINGF.AM stated that EDWARDS had worked for Mr. 
SMITH at Swi;ft and Company, Canal Street, Natchez, and that 
SHITR ask ed.,, BINGHAM to give EDWARDS a job. She stated that 
EDWARDS ne-ver gave her any trouble at all. 

She stated that to the best of her recollection, 
EDNARDS never got caught in a room at the Albert Pick with 
a white female guest. She stated that she <lid not recall 
why EDWARDS quit working at the Albert Pick .. 

BINGHAM stated that EDWARDS left the Albert Pick 
and went to work at the Spamrock Motel, Vidalia, Louisiana. 
Shortly thereafter, EDWARDS disappeared. After EDWARDS 
disappeared, BINGHAM talked to SMITH about EDWARDS. SMITH 
told BINGHAM that EDWARDS had gotten smart ~ith a white girl 
at the Shamrock and that EDWARDS had not been seen since th9t 
ti me" 

BINGHAM stated that some of EDWARDS' fellow kitchen 
emplo yees at t he Albert Pick were DOROTHY BRIGGS, LOUISE CARTER, 
AU1A ll~RR IS, ADA TERRELL and DOROfHY GRIFFIN. 

10/ 30/ 67 at Natchez, Mississippi 

SA's GEORGE F. BENZ and 

New Orleans 44-2293 
File # Jackson 44-65 

"-1ERRIM."1N D. DIVEN/GFB/clm 10/31/67 
b~· ----=----------------- Dat e dijctated __ __ ____ ..,_ 

10 
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NO l~4-2293 

BINGHAM also stated that she recalled that 
EDWARDS wore a watch with a gold wristband. The watch 
was round, it had round blue stones for 12, 3, 6, and 
9 Porn., and rectangular red stones in between the blue 
stones. 
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On 

I 

' 

• ! CLINTON AUSTIN, 1111 Peach Street, Vidalia, 
Louisiana, was contacted at his place of employment, ' 
s,,,ift and Company, 413 South Canal, Natchez, Mississippi, 
and v1as advised of the identities of the interviewing 

· agents. He provided the follot11ing information: 

• 

• 

• 

years ago 
EDWAPJ>_S. 

\ I 

• 

• 

AUSTIN stated that he was 
at Swift and 'Company of a 

• 

a co-\vorl<er 
Negro named 

• 

a fet1 
JOSEPH 

• 

' AUSTIN stated that a Vj_dalia, Louisiana, mailman 
named .JACK MILLIGAN, 421 Myrtle Street, told AUSTIN a year 
or so after EDWARDS disappeared that a body had been found 
in the Mississippi River by unidentified persons, that it · 
was taken to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, by unidentified persons 
in an uniden.tj_f ied manner, who brought ' ttie body baclc to an 
unidentified '~~riff's place'' ~ere the still unidentified 
body was bUried. A marker was put on -the grave which read 
''Headless Joe''. 
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r DER AL BUR EAU OF INVESTIGA TIO-~ 

Date 11 1 67 

CLINTON AUSTIN, 1111 Peach Street, Vidalia, 
Lou· oiana, was contacted at his place of employment, 
Swift nnd Company, 413 South Canal, Natchez, Mississippi, 
and wa~ advi sed of the identities of the interviewing 
Aec:-nt s . nc provided the following information: 

AUSTIN stated that he was a co 0 worker afuw years 
ago at Swift and Company of · a Negro named JOSEPH EDWARDS. 

AUSTIN stated that EDWARDS also worked at .the 
Alb ~rt Pick Hotel, Natch2z, at Uie same time. AUSTIN stated 
thn t he was told by ED'?ARDS on c;me occasion that EDl{ARDS 
had been partic:i_pating in sexual activities in a back room 
at the Albert Pick for 25 cents with a Negro female employee 
of the Albert Pick who needed the money to make payments on 
her 1956 Che vrolet and who lived on Broadway Street, Natchez. 
EDWARDS als

1

0 told AUSTIN thnt other Negro kitchen help at 
' th e Albert Pick acte<l aa lookouts while EDWARDS and the Negro 

fern.ale conducted their activities in the back room. 

New Orleans 44-2293 
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FEDERAL BUR EAU OF _INVESTIGATI ON 
~; 

I 
I 
I 
I 

November 2, 196 7 Date _______ ____ _ 

VERNON E. St1ITH, Superintendent, Swift and 
Company, Natchez , Mississippi, who is a resident of 
104 McGreggor Way, Natchez, was apprised of the .. identities 
of the Special Agents and the nature of the contacto 

SMITH stated that JOSEPH EDWARDS had been 
employed as a stock worker by Swift and C(?mpany during 
late 1963 or early .1964. SMITH reiated that EDWARDS 
~as a good worker but was not dependable in that he 
failed to report for work on many occa _sions. On the 
las·t occasion, he related that·his son had broken his . leg 
and had to be taken to a specialist at a hospital in 
Monroe, Louisiana. SMITH sought proof of this claim anq 
found that EDWARDS had lied about the incident. EDWARDS 
was , there;,ore, dismissed from his job. SMITH stated that 
he recom.rne.rided EDWARDS, however, to Mrs. ADDIE BINGHAM, 
sup2rvisQ _r of the kitchen, Albert Pick Hot.el, ·Natchez. 

EDWARDS was known to be employed at the mote 1 
for at least several months but during that time, SMITH 
employed him occasionally for odd jobs at SMITH's resi
dence, then located at 419 Lynn Street, Vidalia, Louisiana. 

Subsequently, SMITH received an inquiry from 
JOSEPH EDWARDS' mother as to whether he had seen her son 
recently. He, thereafter, heard rumors to the effect that 
EDWARDS' vehicle was found and that he apparently met with 
foul play. As to the source of these rumors, SMITH identi
fi~d WILLIE KEYS, a Negro stock worker at Swift and Company, 
and CLIFTON AUSTIN, a white worker in the cooler at Swift · 
and Company. 

10/30/67 at Natchez, Mississippi 

SA GEORGE Fo BENZ 
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I Novemb er 3, 1967 
I 
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WILLIE H. KEYS, 623 Stiers Lane, Nr1tche z , 
Mississipp i, who is a receiving clerk at Swift and 
Company , 1a tchez, was apprised of the identities of 
the Special Agents and the nature of the contact. 

KEYS advised that he was acquainted with JOSEPH 
EDWARDS as a co-1•10rker at Swift and Company. · During that 
ti me, he found EDWARDS to be somewhat stupid and inclined 
to be prqmiscuous with girls of · the Negro race. 

KEYS stated that he is also a Negro although 
many people believe him to be a person of the white race 
but EDWARDS had never indicated to him that he was having 
affairs with girls of the white race. One of EDHARDS' 
girl friends was ANN.A FLEMING, who resided on Oak Street, 
Na!=chez, at'-ld was employed in the kitchen at the Albert 
Pick Notei. 

;, 

On one occasion, EDWARDS told the laborers at 
Swift and Company that he had relations with a Negress 
employee of the Albert Pick Motel in the wash room of the 
motel while one of his co-workers acted as a lookout. 
EDWARDS related that he paid this girl twenty-five cents 
and she was engaging in this activity in order to make 
payments on her 1956 Chevrolet. KEYS was unable to identify 
this girl other than descriping her as a heavy-set girl with 
several gold teeth. 

According to KEYS, EDWARDS was not known to have 
gotten into any difficulties over his affairs with Negro 
girls ancl he heard of no involvement on EDWARDS part with 
girls of the white rc:ce. Neither did he have any inf orm<J-

·tion indicating that EDWARDS was arranging prostitution 
dates through NELLIE JACKSON or anyone else. 

10/30/67 at Natchez, Mississippi 
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· · Mr. ROB •:] 1 M!\RTIN, G 
Loui ·ano, nftc _r be·ne <lvis ~d 

' 

' • 

neral DGliv r y, Clay on , 
of th ~ idcn it· . of t ~-

• 

• 

in ryic .';-1in Ag nt' , f urn ·i. · hcc1 th folloving in f or[n a tion: 
• • • , 

MAJ{'"l'IN c1clvised · tf:1at he ~,as a co11s in of JOS EPI1 
ED\VARDS a111 l1e1s knol-1n him since boyhood, how.ver, has not 
sen him for approximately three y ars. · M.~R~IN stat d 
tl at he knew EDWARDS, prior to his disappearance, was 
working in Vidalia, Louisiana, at the Shan1roclc Motel as 

• • a porter. 
• I 

' 

• 

Ml\RTIN stat d that EDWARDS, at th tim e o his 
disappearance, was married to ORGREE TAYLOR ~nr tha TAYL0 ... _ 11,.. 

had given birth to ti-10 children by ED\•TARDS v1hi e li v 'n g . n 
·a com.rnon 19\~ re lat io1isl1 ip. 

' • 

JI 

;; ~1'-\RTIN, ,vhen queried as to whe11 fir t 
- I ' . -

• P r J. 
EDT.>7ARDS evanescence, stated he had learned that 

• missing through neighborl1ood sources, however, l4as 
to recall precisely from whom . 

'~'7'\.~·!A ~ 

n b · 

MARTIN advised that SCRUGGS, who is the l oc al 
''lai-J, '' never made any, mention as to the vJhereabout'-' of 
EDlTARDS to hint at any time • 

• 

MARTIN advised -that ED\v.ARDS was a ''lady's n1an '' 
and whenever he had the opportunity to date a woman, he 
would do so with little reservation. MARTIN stated that 
EDivARDS frequently made mention of having several girl 

' 
friends, however, never ~entioned any names of girls 

0 

• 

• 

lvhom he ,vas dating, ~vhere they worked, or lvhether they 
were ~vhite or Negro. MARTIN advised that he i~as not 
kno,vl.edgeable of any 't•1hite females EDvlARDS might have had 
relations ,,1ith or made advances to1;vard anywhere in the 

-~1 i . . --~\,.,......;'i--d-a-1:-i,a --- Fe-r~r :i..-u·a y ,,ouis -"-1.a-t--1a , a re-a-:-.--------------· - ---
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MARTIN advised that .the only individual who may 
kno,-1 of ED\'7ARDS' personal activities outside of his 
innuediate family was DAVE CARTER, who used to -run a gambling 
shack in back of SMITI-l' s store. · 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _ -=.10=-,/~2=-L.:..!..~ /--=6...:..7 ___ _ 

Chief J. T. ROBINSON, Natchez Police Department, 
made avc:iilable a Hissing Persons Report Number 2827-C. This 
report shows that JOE EDWARDS then resided at 52 Oak Street, 
Natchez; was reported missing by his mother (no name stated) 
to Patrolman H. MARTIN at 10:30 .~.m. July 21, 1964. JOE_ 
EDWARDS was described as a Negro male, age 24, 5 1 6 11 'tatl, 
weighing 165 pounds. The report stated that he had been 
missing since July 12 and was last seen on that date. 

Chief ROBINSON stated that the case was handled 
as a rGutine Missing Persons case. A short time later, . he 
learned from either the FBI or anotper law enforcement agency 
that EDWARDS' car was found near the Plaza Club, Ferriday, 
Louisiana. ROBINSON stated that he examined EDWARDS' vehicle, 
an old Buic ,f', but saw no blood, broken glass, bullet holes, 
or other evidence of violence. The only thing out of the 
6rdinary was that a man's belt had been looped through the 
steering "tvheel ancl the driver's door handle. ROBINSON 
stated that he is not sure of the site where he inspected the 
car. It may have been at a service station in Ferriday or 
near the Plaza Club. ROBINSON stated that he is of the 
opinion that it was the latter place. No further investigation 
.was made in that EDWARDS' car was found Hell outside the 
jurisdiction of the Natchez Police Department and there was no 
evidence to indicate that any crime occurred in Natchez. 

Chief ROBINSON stated that he heard a rumor sometime 
around that period from unrecalled sources. According to 
this rumor, HUBERT RUSHING (a cab driver) and his wife 
resided at the Shamrock Hotel. EDWARDS was making prostitution 
dates for Mrs. RUSHING. EDHARDS was rumored to have been 
having relations with Mrs. RUSHING in a motel room at the 
time her infant child fell and drowned in the motel swimming 
pool. Chief ROBINSON stated that he did not believe the 

10/19/67 On _ __:. ___ _ RtNatchez, Mississippi 
New Orleans 44-2293 
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ru mor in that racial strife was prevalent at that time and 
he \vas of the opinion that members of the Klan type 
organization circulated the rumor to create additional h~tred 
and violence. 

Chief ROBINSON stated that HUBERT RUSHING was 
known to him as a person of questionable character. He 
reviewed the records of his office and advised that the 
records showed that HUBERT RUSHING, 77 Parker Street, Natchez, 
Mississippi, made application for a cab driver permit on 
September 11, 1957. RUSHING stated that he was in the 
U. S. t~rmy for four years and furnished the following references: 

W. H. HUDSON, 
MACK THO?-IAS , 
WEBB WHITEHEAD, and 
fRED BURGER (all of Natchez, Mississippi) 

' · RUSHING was described as 5 1 6 11
, weighing ll:.O pounds, 

black hair and brown eyes. He was born 1-f...ay 18, 1929, in 
Eddiston, Mississippi. The records also sh'9wed that on 
April 7, 1959, RUSHING was charged for Driv,ing While Intoxicated. 

Chief ROBINSON advised that he hes not seen RUSHING 
for sev~ral years, but believes that he may be reached through 
JAMES EDWARD RUSHING, Jr. who resided on Liberty Road, 
Natchez, Route 5, Box 331. 

ROBINSON sta~ed that he heard a rumor from 
unrecalled sources shortly after the disappearance of EDWARDS 
that an unknown girl working at the Bonanza Club claimed that 
ED FULLER had skinned a Negro alive and thr,ew him in the 
river. ROBINSON stated that he had no additional details 
concerning this rumor. 

ROBINSON advised that he had no information 
that any men from his department had interviewed a female 
employee of the Shamrock Hotel with Chief S:PINKS of Vidalia, 

,.-2.5 
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Louis io~~ ,_ ?'2-Z ,, (,;* -: -~"':-~~ tr&t if two men of his dep~rtment 
coc?era~e,. .:. _;- :,~:.. · :~ , -:1-';:J ~1ere ost likely Captain 
J. G. :~I:~ .... ~, a;-c ~::..:--z~3 ~ -/ .~.STROUD. · He explained that 
until rece~:: 7 Z? .,_ · 7': - ;;::; -:~ .... er :: mJght nor gave any cooperation 
to an 1 c.:-,e o. ::-:i:: .:-2 .. c:-<c::z ?:ilic~ Departmen t except WISNER and 
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On 

, .... 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF ·INVESTIGATION 

Da~ ·October 28, 1967 
i'~ 

MARIO HERNANDEZ, 708 North pearl Street, was 
contacted at the H & R Block Company, Tw6 Caddo Street, 
which he stated he operates under a franchis .e arrange
ment •. 

He was advised of the · identities of the Specia 1 
Agents and . the nature of the contact. 

HERNANDEZ stated that he was born in Cuba and 
came to Natchez, Mississippj_, to attend school. He met 
and rna.rried a local girl and has remained here since that 
time. He returned to Cuba in 1959 for a short visit with 
his father who died three years ago in Cuba. 

HERNANDEZ was the former Chief Deputy Sheriff 
under Sheriff BILLY FERRELL. Upon the expiration of . 
FERRELL'$ . ''term in early 1964, HERNANDEZ continued with 
Sheriff JA~fES O. ANDERS until April 1, 1964, when he 
resigned following an accident with his patrol car. 
With the re-election of BILLY FERRELL as Sheriff, 
HERNANDEZ will return to the Sheriff's Office as Chief 
Deputy beginning January, 1968. 

HERNANDEZ stated that he was acquainted with 
MAMIE MARTIN, nee THAMES, who had been empl ·oyed at the 
Shamrock Mote 1 as a registration Clerk. Her .husband, 
MARSHALL MARTIN, during late 1963 and early 196l~, was 
serving a burglary sentence in jail at Parchman, Missis
sippi. Mrs. MARTIN has moved to Pineville, Louisiana, 
and her exact address can be obtained through Mrs. BOBBIE 
MULVIHILL, 615 South Camelia Street, Vidalia, Louisiana. 

During his association with MAMIE MARTIN, he 
observed ROBERTA WALKER, a.nother registration clerk at 
the Shamrock M~s-of the opinio~at he kne..,,\w--'l-----

New Orleans 44-2293 
10/25/67 at Natchez, Missi.s_s__ip_p~i~_File If. Jackson 44-6==5 ___ _ 
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her and brought HAROLD BOLLS, then Deputy Sheriff of Adams 
County, to view WALKER. BOLLS confirmed his suspicions 

II • f h"t II d that .WALKER was a Negress who was passing or ·w 1. e an 
was a prostitute. 

HERNANDEZ stated he did not know JOSEPH EDWARDS 
and had no . ·information concerning him. He had no informa
tion that EDWARDS. nor anyone else was arranging prostitution 
dates for WALKER but he suspected that she carried on her 
illicit relations through her employment at the motel. 

He heard from TOr1MIE JONES, who is known _to him 
as a member of a Klan~type group, that the Klan was a~are 
of WALKER's employment, her race, and her 8ctivities and 
that the Klan was going to take "appropriate action. 11 

HERNANDEZ" stated that in order to prevent a beating or 
.r 

murder, he told MIKE MCDONOUGH, the owner of the motel, 
that WALKER's employment represented a potentially explo
sive situation. WALKER's employment was terminated and no 
violence occurred. 

HERNANDEZ stated that Sheriff ANDERS, after 
taking office in Jan~ary, 1964, leased three white Olds
mobiles from McPhail Oldsmobile in Natchez, Mississippi. 
HERNANDEZ stated that he was furnished a white Oldsmobile, 
four-door Jet Star, that had a police two-way radio with 
a whip antenna on the left rear and an AM radio, a standard 

· radio receiver, which had the usual AM radio antenna on 

NN#:9008 

the right front. · 

In addttion to the bullet-shaped combination red 
light and siren on the top of the vehicle, he was of the 
opinion that it had a gold star on each side of the car. 

The other similarly equipped Oldsmobiles were 
used by Deputy Sheriff DAVID BLOUGH and Sheriff JAMES o 
ANDERS. After HERNANDEZ quit on April 1, 1964, his car• 
was repaired and used by Deputy Sheriff BOBBY ANDERS and 
Deputy Sheriff PETE HALEY. 
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HERNANDEZ advised that the only la~-J enforc m nt 
vehicle in use in this area at that time having two ra l' 
antenna on the rear was the Oldsmobile used by the Vidal' □ 
Police Department. HERNANDEZ further advised that there 
is a mutual dislike between him and Vidalia Police Chief 
BUD SPINKS. 

·! 
., 
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On 

FEDE ~AL BUREAU OF I ✓ ES IG 10.; 

Oa.e Oct ober 31, 196 7 

A . • CURLEE, Louisiana Depart~ent of Reven ue, 
was adv ·se d of t he identities of the intervie-:~ing Agents 
and the nat are of t he investigation. She furnished the 
follo; -,in g information: 

Mrs. CURLEE stated that she was ecployed by the 
Concordia Parish Sheriff's Office from August, 1959, to _ 
June, 1966. She stated that she recalls that several years 
ago, the exact time she does not recall, an autonobile was 
fond abandoned near the bowling alley between Vidalia a:1d 
Ferriday, Louisiana. She stated she re~~r:oers getting a 
license tag check on the car but does not recall to who~ 
the car was registered. 

She went on to say that she does rec:e:i!ber that 
the car had been in the possession of JOScPH D~ARDS, a 
Negro mate, employed at the Sham.rock 11ote 1, Vidalia, 
Louisiana. ~irs. CURLEE stated she heard that ED~A?J)S 
had made a pass at a white woman who was employed at the 
Shamrock Motel but continued that she never heard any
thin~ else about this rc.atter. 

She stated that she re~~mbers a Louisiana Proba
tion Officer by the name of GOSS who used. to corre into the 
Sheriff's Office frequently. She stated she never heard 
GOSS mention anything about the Clatter of JOSEPH ED't]ARDS 
and the white woman. She went on to say that GOSS was 
married and she was under · the impression that he would never 
step out on his wife. 

Mrs. CURLEE continued that after the disap?earance 
of JOSEPH EDWAPJ)S, ED1:·lAPJ)S' parents frequently ca::t.e into the 
Sheriff's Office to inquire if the Sheriff had any inforna
tion concerning the location of EDWARDS. She stated sl::e 

New Orleans 44-2293 
10/27/67 Vidalia, Louisiana J~ckso 44 65 at -------"---------File ~ "' n -

SA WILL~M B. WOOD 
SA BRENT W. W.ARBERG BHW/blw 10/30/67 by _ __::...::.:..-=.:..::....:.::__ _ _c_ ______________ Dale dictated---------

-· cX~.D&'J.ber .recll!lll!lend~ai!5~or .coadasi?'-"!5 · oi U:e .F BL .:lL is ~opertscsf .ti)-...;F_Bl ,acrl .is:.,i.oa.~~ 1D 
your al(cncy; il and ,ts contents are not lo be d:stnb1.1ed e>uts,dc ye,..: agency. -
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nev _er heard any of the Sheriff's deputi~s or anyone 
else make any mention of what happened to EDWARDS. 
She stated the only rumor she heard was that EDWARDS 
"flew the coop. 11 

· 

Mrs. CURLEE stated that during that time, 
the Vida _li_a Police Department drove Oldsmobiles, the 
color she does not recall. She stated she believed 
that the Vidalia Police Department vehicles had one 
antenna on each rear fender an~ had a red light 
mounted on the roof of the car. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE ST IGATION-

Date November 2, 196 7 

JOHNNIE LEE SPINKS, better known as BUD SPINKS, 
Marshal , Town of Vidalia , Louisiana, was contacted at his 
residence for information f rqm the files of his department 
pertaining to JOSEPH EDWARDS. 

SPINKS ad v ise d tha 't JOSEPH EDWARDS was unknown 
to him and he ha d no r ecords concerning · JOSEPH EDWARDS. 
He stated that he be li eves a telephone complaint ·from an 
irate unknown woman may have referred to EDWARDS in that 
this woman stated that eve r yone knew of an insult to a 
white fema l e emplo ye e of the Shamrock Motel by a Negro . 
male employee and she demanded to know why SPINKS did not 
do something ab out it. SPINKS explained tha ·t he made no 
r ec ord of this call -bu t did check into the matter and 
when the gi r 1 who ·was t he vie t im of this assault dee lined 
t o press c har ge s, he made no report of the matter. 

? SPINKS s tat ed that sometime after that incident, 
Pa trolman JOHNNIE CROSS reported that a Negro couple came 
to t he Vi dalia Police Station to repo~t the disappearance 
of th e ir son. This unkno wn couple stated that they would 
ob ta i n a photo gra ph of their - son and return to the police 
station with the photo graph and additional information. 
They d id not return and no report was made of the missing 
perso n . SPINKS expressed the opinion that this incident 
may have related to EDWARDS. 

SPINKS was advised that a possible violation of 
Federal law exists in connection with the disappearance 
of JOSEPH EDWARDS and, therefore, before interviewing 
him concerning his persona 1 knowledge of the matter as 
an individual, he must understand his Constitutional 
rights. SA DIVEN exhibited c1 form to SPINKS which set 
forth his Constitutional rights. SPINKS stated he was 
aware of h ie: rights and .dec..l..ine.d-to sign a wabzer oL 
these rights but agreed to orally discuss the matter. 

On 11 / 1/ 6 7 at. _ V_1._· d_a_ l_i _a-=-, _L_o_u_i_s_i_a_n_a __ _ _ Fi le # New Orleans 44-2 2 9 3 __ _c......___ Jackson 44-6S--
SA HENRY B. BRITTON, III 
SA MERRIMAN D. DIVEN lvIDD/blw 11/2/67 by -- ~~~~~::.:.:..: :..__=:~--=--------'--~ .:..:..._-- Dale dictated __ __.c___.c_ ____ _ 

Thu, d..r.,un.-nt cnntainl' neit.her r_ec~m1»en!'11l io~s nor_conclu. ~~o.ns of the f.'131. Jt is thc.pr p per .ly of the. FBLan .rl..i.s .loaned .lo 
your acency; i l ·ana its con 1cn l s are noL t o be 01s1rihulc n ollts1ae your agency. 
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SPI NKS vol un teere d t h at he d i d n ot ~o::• ~OS?~ 
EDWARDS bu t tha t he ass umed t hat EDW.A~ S wa s the ~-egro 
employe e a b o ut whom he recei v ed t he t e l ep h onic co~ ?~ci:.t 
from .an unkno wn woma n who severely criticizec h i :-- f or :-.o:: 
taking so me action in connectio n wi t h t he i ns • l t by t his 
indivi du a l on a white fe male e mplo yee of t he Sha=:: oc~ 
Mote l. · 

SPINKS stated that he made no officia l rec c::c 
of this comp la int inasmuch as he has fre q ue n t a ::io~y=: n.:s 
t e lep hone calls of this type and unless the c a ller =J~~::...s~e
his identity, he makes no record of t he call. S? r-:: - s::cce~, 
h◊1•1ever, that he went to the Sha mroc k Hotel a :id f ot.:r:.d t~.a~ 
the f emale employee was off duty. He obtaine d he r res:ce= e 
ad dr e s s f r:,om a ma le e mployee who operates t he i;ho esa :.e. 
div i sion .o·f the MC D0N0UGH businesses. 

;; 

SPINKS said that he was probably i n u:1i£ ::2 ~--e:: 
he went to Natchez, Mississippi, to intervie w the,fe::Ele 
employee. It is his opinion that he was 2cc o~p 2~i e d ~; 
Captain HISNER of the Natchez Police Dep2rt me:1t v7he n ::2 
interviewed this girl. He cannot recall whet her s=· ot~e = 
officers from either .the Vidalia or Natc hez Police De ?art 
ments \vere pre sent. 

The female employee, an attractive, yo ~g , wa~ce 
girl, name unrecalled, who was crippled fro m t he ,, ais t 
down from polio, told him that a Negro e mplo yee of t r"e 
motel attempted to kiss her. SPINKS wante<l to c h.sr ge · ,:..:: 
with assault or attempted rape but the girl r~f use d t o 
file a complaint. SPINKS stated that he was una bl e t o 
make an arrest and, therefore, made . no record of t he 
interview. He did nothing further concerning t he a l le
gation. 

SPINKS stated that he was not invol ve d i n E:-;;,R:) 
disappearance and,-in fact, did not kno w that D L':lD :: 
disappeared until several weeks ago when he hear d t at t' ,e 



l O 44-2293 

FBI was making an investigation into the matter. He also 
heard from a source he declined to identify that the FBI · 
had checked on the vehicle purchased by him from McPhail 
Oldsmobile, Natchez , Mississippi~ He described his 
personally owned vehicle as a beige Oldsmobile with a 
short antenna on the right rea1; which vehicle currently 
bears 1966-67 Louisiana License 42E046. 

With regard to the Vidalia patrol cars, one is 
annually leased by the Town of Vidalia from McPhail 
Oldsmobile. The police department is furnished with a . 
new Oldsmobile each year. They have been equipped . with 
two antennae, one ·on each side of the rear trunk. One 
of these radio antennae is for the Natchez police radio 
frequency Jnd for t he Louisiana police frequency, 39.5 
megacycle 9 ~ The car currently leased from McPhail 
Oldsmobite has two blue lights mounted on a bar on the 
top. Prior patrol cars had a red light mounted on top. 
He has had considerable mechanical trouble with these 
cars and found it necessary _to return them for repairs. 
In that event, McPhail Oldsmobile loans t~em other cars 
of varying colors but without any two-war radio equip
ment. 

SPINKS stated that he did not stop EDWARDS' 
vehicle at any time. None of his men have indicated 
that they had done so. He further stated that the patrol 
car is in use twenty-four hours a day and it has never 
been stolen or loaned. 

SPINKS stated that he was casually acqu_ainted 
with JAMES GOSS, a Louisiana Probation Officer, _.who worked 
in that area a few years ago. SPINKS advised he knew ·of. 

· no association between GOSS and the above mentioned 
crippled girl. · SPINKS emphatically denied that GOSS 
ever reported information to him concerning the assault 
on the crippled girl. 

#:9008 

He stated that he has numerous political enemies 
whom he declined to identify, who would do anything to ' 
discredit him. He said that they have apparently been 
.~preadiQ.,g false information about him. 
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He a_lso stated that he knows of individuals 
capable of illegal violent acts but he declined to 
identify them. 

SPINKS stated that he is recoved 0ng from an 
· infection in one of his ears. He could not use his hearing
aid _glasses - because of this infection and had to rely on 
hi.s single ear hearing aid in his left ear. He explained 
that he was having back trouble and was also deeply con
cern~d over the serious illnes~ and expected death of his 
brother, NffiMAN SPINKS. He stated that he did not desire 
to be re-contacted concerning this matter because of his 
personal problems. 

The following background informBtion and fi.~< 
physical! description was furnished by SPINKS: iJ.rtt"(~ 

Name JOHNNIE PINKS 
Sex Male 
Race White 
Date of Birth June 7 ,. ,1919 
Height 6 fee·t 2 inches .--1 ~! /J/v~ ST. 
Weight 216 pounds lc?tJk r' 
Bui'ld Heavy 0,0lff t/1' J..~ 
Hair Black and grey, snort: ~':I.L: 
Eyes Grey 
Complexion Fair 
Education 11th grade 
Military Service U.S. Army 

Military Service# 
Employment 
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April 8, 1941, to 
October 8, 1943; 
Honorable discharge 
34071907 
Marshal, Town of VidaliD, 
Louisiana; elected ~pril 4, 
1964; appointed during 1964 
with Vidalia Police Depart-' 
ment since 1952. 
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Marital Status 
Wife 
Children 
Father 

Organizations 

Automobile 

Residence 

Arrests 

Doc:Id:59168580 
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- Harried 
ETHEL SPINKS 
Three 
JOHN HARRISON SPINKS 
(Deceased 46 years ago) 
Dois not belong to any 
Klan-type organization 
1964 cream colored 
Oldsmobile, 1966-67 
Louisiana License 42E046 
1204 Plum Street 
Vidalia, Louisiana 
None 
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FE.DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI ON 

Captain J. G. WISNER, Natchez, Mississi ppi, 
Polic e Department , was contacted at the Natchez Cl Ly 
Jail and was advised of the identities of the inter 
viewing Agents. WISNER stated that he did recall inter
viewing a crippled girl named IONA PERRY, who wore brti c•n , 
in 1964 on Jefferson, Street, Natchez, Mis·sissippi. Tb£' 
interview took place during daylight hours while he woo 
acting in an official capacity. He stated that he drove 
his Natchez Police Department car to the .interview and 
that he was wearing his Natchez Police uniform at the tlmt~ 
of the interview. He could not recall whether he 1ao alon• 
or with someone when he interviewed PERRY. 

WISNER stated that someone had asked him to 
interview PERRY. He stated that he could not recall the 

I 

identity of the person(s) who asked him to interv-iew PERRY. 
WISNER s~ated he could not recall the subject matter th at 
was discussed during the interview. He stated that he 
could recall no other details concerning the interview. 

--~-- ------------- ----- -----

New Orleans 44-2293 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVEST IGATION 

Date November 6, 1967 

Captain J. G0 WISNER, Natchez, Mississippi~ 
Police Department , was re-c ont acted. WISNER was advised 
that BUD SPINKS, Chief of Police, Vidalia, Louisiana, 
Police Department , had t o ld the Agents that he had gone 
with · Captain WISNER to see IONA PERRY in Natchez, Missis
sippi, a few years ag o. WIS NER advised that he could not 
dispute the word of SPI NKS nor could he dispute . the word 
of IONA PERRY if thes e individuals had stated that he and 
SPINKS conta c ted PERRY together. He stated, however, that 
he could not re call anyone being with him when he contacted 
PERRY. 

WISNER st a ted he probably would -not have recalled 
contacting PERRY had it not been for the fact that she was 
crippled and he recalled so mething about the braces · that 
she wore on her legs. WIS NER also stated that about seven
teen yea)s a go, he wor ked for a member of the Board of 
Supervisors i n Je f fer s on County and he knew PERRY1 s parents 
quite well . He po in ted out that when he worked for this super
visor , he di d not kn ow IOi'J.A ~nd he did not · know her until he 
hc1d c onta cted her on th i s particular occasion a few years 
ago. 

WISNER was asked if he had recalled any informaa 
ti on a bo ut going to see PERRY and if he had recalled -who 
had r eq ue sted him to contact PERRY. He stated he could 
not recall the reason he had contacted PERRY, what conver
s at ion he had with PERRY, or who had requested that he 
cont act her. 

WISNER pointed out that he was not trying to . hide 
anything but that he could not recall anything about his 
contact with PERRY. He ~tated he had thought of contacting 
BUD SPI NKS since he was first contacted by the Agents of 
the FBI but he thought b~r_of it ~ecaus_e__i_f____t_hg_ Jigents"'--__ _ 

New Orleans ~-4 ... 2293 
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saw him talking to SPINKS, they would think he and SPINKS 
might be trying to conceal something. Consequently, he 
did not contact SPINKS and has no plans to do so regarding 
this matter. 

WISNER stated he did not think he would recall 
any information about his contact with PERRY; however, the 
Agents were welcome to contact him at any tixr.-e they so . 
desired regarding this matter. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUR EA U OF INVE STI GATI ON 

Da~ November 7, 1967 

. . Patrolman JOHNNIE CROSS, 1212 Plum Street, 
Vidali.a, Louisiana, after bein~ advised of the identities 
of the_intervie~ing Agents, voluntarily furnished the 
follmnng information: 

CROSS stated he became employed with the Vidalia 
Police Department in August of 1963 as a radio dispatcher 
working the 12:00 Midnight to 8:00 a.m. shift which was 
continued through September of 1964 at which time Officer 
GEORGE TREt-ITEL died. CROSS was then assigned as a patrolman 
working the patrol car. 

CROSS advised that in 1964, the only car used 
by the police depart ment was a 1964 white Oldsmobile with 
two whip antennae mounted on the rear fenders and a· red 

I 
beacon light mounted on the roof of the car. 

J 
· CROSS stated, when queried regarding the disap-

pearance of JOSEPH EDWARDS, he la1ew nothing about the 
incident until he heard through the grapevine that the 
FBI was investigating the case. CROSS advised that during 
July of 1964, when EDWARDS was allegedly killed, he was 
probably dispatcher, however, was unable to recall any 
radio transmissions which indicated any cars being stopped 
by the police department which may have been driven by 
EDWARDS. 

CROSS advised that the only information which may 
be of assistance was that sometime along July or August of 
1964 a Negro couple, description unrecalled, came into the 
station making inquiry about placing a missing persons 
notice. CROSS stated that because no identifying data 
was given by the c?up~e which he could ~urnish to Alexandria, 
Louisiana, for a missing persons bulletin, they shortly 

New Orleans 44-2293 , 
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thereafter departed and did . not return. CROSS advised tha.t 
he did not record their names and was unable .to provide any 
add it iona l inforrP-a tion as to whom they were or whether they 
were even making inquiry directed specifically . toward 
JOSEPH EDWARDS. 

l 
I 

\ CROSS advised that to the best of his recollection, 
the only r.1en who IP..ay have been ,on dut_y at the time of 
EDWARDS' _disappearance were GEORGE TRENTEL (deceased), 
ALLAN CROSS, TATE POOLE,. HEfu'fAN GREEN, ALFRED HOLLAND, 
JOHN HE!\TRY, or Chief of Police J. L. "BUD11 SPINKS. 
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Da~ November 6, 1967 
I 

i 
On the evening of November 2, 1967, IONA PERRY 

SEWARD telephonica lly contacted SA GEORGE F. BENZ of the 
FBI at his residence and m~de inquiry as to the status c£ 
the investigation in the case of JOSEPH EDWARDS. 

She was personally contacted .by Special .Agents 
on November 3, 1967, at which time she advised that she 

' .recalled a c onver sation between EDWARDS and herself that, 
no doubt, led EDWARDS to believe that she . would be recep"." 
ttve to his advances. In this regard, she related a verbal 
exchange concerning a gift which EDWARDS said was from a 
girl and he indicated that he had dated white . girls. When 
she registered som~ surprise over his remark, he ' inquired as 
to whether she would e_ver go out with a Negro. She told the 
Specia 1 Agents that she would never go ·out with a Negro but 
she did not want to tell EDWARDS this so she remarked that 
she did not know. 

J 

With regard to her contact and interview by 
police officers follm 1in g the incident . when EDWARDS tried 
to kiss her, she recalled only two officers present but 
stated there may have been three. She is reasonably certain 
that one of them was Chief BUD SPINKS of the Vidc:J lia Police 
Department and the other was believed to be Captain WISNER 
of the Natchez, Minsissippi, Police Department. SF.WARD 
was shown a photograph of Sergeant WILLIE STROUD of the 
Natchez Police Department. She said he ·did not look 
familiar to her and she expressed doubts as to .the exis
tence of a third officer present at the interview. 

She reiterated that she was awakened from her 
sleep by their contact at _her residence in Natchez. Chief 
SPINKS advised her that a law ·official, no name st'ated, 
had advised them of an incident at the Shamrock Mete 1 · and 
they wanted ta know what bapp..e.ned. She related to them the 

On 11/2-3/67 
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attempt by EDWARDS to kiss her. She told them she did not 
want to start a lot of ·trouble over the .incident and would 
not press charges ·. SPINKS told her, "It's always ·good to 
report these things.-" She has no recollection at this tirr,a 
that anything was said indicating that they would take care 
of EDT;JARDS o · 

1 SEWARD stated that the police arrived at her 
apartmznt on a Tuesday or a Thursday. She stated that she 
knows this because GOSS came ·back to Vidalia the 'same dcJy 
that she was contacted by the police. GOSS denied that he 
had told the police of EDWARDS' assalt. He stated that the 
police found out about it: because of EDWARDS' bragging. 

, I 

Sometime after GOSS had told her that she would 
not see ~WARDS around any more, he purchased a .45 caliber 
pistol and upon showing it to her, stated that h~ bought 
the gun for EDWARDS. She interpreted this to irrean that 
he would shoot EDWARDS with the gun. 

She was with GOSS when they stopped at a shoe 
repair shop on the rigpt side of the street upon eutering 
Ferriday from Vidalia • . This is the same shoe shop where 
the man was burned when his shop was destroyed by fire. 
GOSS obtained a leather shoulder holster for this gun 
at this shop. b ~ 

· SEWAf,~exhibited a .45 caliber cartr5.dge given 
. to her by ~$ , . ~-• She refused to furnish this cartridge 
but it was noted _that the base of the bullet had the marking 
"WCCp3." 

Frequently, GOSS would say something about killing 
EDWARDS J then when she ·would caution him about hi.s remarks, 
he would state that she should know him better thun that. 
Later, however, he would make a statement which seemed to 
contradict his prior remark by stnting, "I told you what I 
was going to do." 
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· Once, v1hile discussing his remarks concerning 
EDl•lARDs, SEWARD mentioned the possibility of his getting · 
into ~ great deal of trouble and GOSS. re1narked th.at they 
would haw to find the body first. _ 

• . 
• • 

GOSS once spoke about marrying .S.El;-']ARD but -added 

• 

that he was in such a ''mess'' he did not · ~1an.t to get · her · · 
involved. She inquired as to the nature of his difficulties. 
After he declined to state his troubles, she asked him . 
v1hether he was in the Ku Klux Klan. He told her tnat he 

• · wa~ not in -the Klan. She told him to - get ou -t of the ''mess" 
but all he \•1ould state v1as that he could not. · · 

• 

by anyone 
since she 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• • • 

• • • 

• 

Mrs. SE"t-JARD stated that she has not · been contacted 
c .9ncer11ing the EDl.,ARDS investigation by the FB f. • 

was last interviewedo · 

• 

• 

' 

• 

• • 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

' 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • • 

• • 

. -

• 

• 

• 

• 
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FE-DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO~ ' 

Date October 25, 1967 

Reverend MACK KNAPP, Star Route, Vidalia, Louisiana, 
was contacted in the tm •m of Vidalia and advised of the 
identities of the Specia 1 Agents and the nature of the inves
tigat i on. 

Reverend KNAPP stated · he heard a rumor from an 
unrecalled source about four or five years .ago that "they" 
had found some bodies in a refrigerator at Deer Park, 
Louisiana. According to the rumor, this refrigerator was 
submerged in the old river and the victims were believed 
to be ferna le informants. KNAPP emphatically stated that . 
he could not recall the person who told him this rumor nor 
did he kno-~ the identities of the persons reported to - have 
found the bodies. He presumed that the FBI had found the 
bodies. 

"·He stated that he was last at Jughead 's Landing, 
Deer Park: Louisiana, about four or five years ago. He 
drove down there for an unrecalled purpose~ did not get 
out of the car, and left after turning arot -.md in front of 
Jughead's establishment. At no time, past or present, has. 
he ever witnessed any bodies in a refrigerator cabinet being 
removed from the river. 

Reverend K...~APP stated that neither JOSEPH EDWARDS 
nor any other Negro porters at the Shamrock Motel is known 
to him. 

l0/Z4/67 at Vidalia, Louisiana File tf New Orleans 44-2293 On -~!.I-~~-=--- _.:...:=-=~'----'-~------- Jackson 44-65 
SA GEORGE F. BENZ 

_ _§!L,!MIU!!!'!~~~~D~ • ....:D~IV;..:...;;E~N ____ MD_D-'---/b_h_,1 __ 03 te dictated __ 10_/_2_5_/_6_7 ___ _ 

rr I dllioaa nor conclusions of the FDI. It is the property or the .F.llJ nnd .is.lruu1cd If\ 
llilf"U,'m ihli&r'il>Greci' o1ns1ut: )'Oar l•G<'Ilcy, • 
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F DER/...L BUREAU OF INVESTIG ATION~--

i 
I 

I 
' j 

GEORGE F . WEST \ •1as 

at 409 orth Pine Street and 
of the interviewing Agents . 
informati on : 

Date _ O_c_t_o_b_e_r_2_7_,_ 1_9_6_7_ 

contacted at his funeral ho z 
was advised of the identit ies 
He provided the following 

WEST stated he had never heard a rumor that 
JOSEPH EDHARDS, the legro porter who disappeared from the 
Shamrock Mote l, Vidalia, Louisiana, was arrested at a gas 

' station in Vidalia and taken to the Vidalia Jail where 
EtWARDS was killed and that EDWARDS' body was then disposed 
of by GEORGE \.!EST of West's Fu~era 1 Home, Natchez, Missis
sippi. 

WEST stated t ha t the ru~or has no basis in fact 
and that he nor his employees ever he~ped dispose of t he 
body of JOSEPH EDWARDS. 

?wEST stated that when EDWARDS disappeared a 
few years ago, EDWARDS' mother, BERNICE CONNERS, called 
WEST and asked WEST for assistance. WEST stated that he 
gave CONNERS the number of the FBI in Jackson, Mississippi> 
and told CO TI-lERS to ca 11 the FBI. 

WEST stated that the rumor may have been started 
by a rival funeral parlor. 

l0/ 2S/67 at Natchez, Mississippi 
New Orleans 44-22~3 

File# Jackson 44-65 

SA WILLIAM B. WOOD 

-
-~~G!BEO~R~GE=-.;F~•....;B=Ei=~z"---___ G_FB~/_b:-h:-"----Date dictated lO / 2 6 / 6 7 

-.· L eo11&•i• -ither re~•i~s ~ conclu.._i_ons or the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ard is I 
• .. ,a .doc-11,!'it-tlliif"l\a c:c,lia! nt'tf •c-.ot"to'W'a-.strib11teJ",ro1.-a ,ae :70ur-agency. 
,_. ... ncy; 

----..__:_._., ___ _ 

8580 
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FBI 

Da te: 10/30/67 

I 
I 
I 
10 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

ll •in rn --------- - ----- - - --- ----11 
I 

AIRTEL 

.(Type in plaintext or c~de) 

AIRMAIL 
I 
I 

(P riorit y ) I 
--- - --- - ____ ______________ ______ ___ _ ____ ___ _ _ _ _ L _____ _ _ 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI · (44-26064) 

• SAC, J~CKSON (44-65) (P) 

UNSUBS f JOSE✓~ARDS, AKA . - -

VICTIM 
C.R 
(00: NEW ORLEANS) 

Re J~ckson airtels to Bureau, 9/15 and 10/18/67, Bureau 
airtel to Jackson, 10/25/67, and report of SA MERRIMAN D. DIVEN,, 
10/ 27/67, at New Orleans. 

Referenced Bureau airtel requested ·clarification of 
an eJtpenditure of $33.60 plus incidental costs for purchase of 
a ~gnet to be used to locate .a metal container in the river at 
Deer Park, Louisiana. The term "incidental costs" was used to 
cover po~sible packaging c~arges ·and an unknc;,wn amount of shipping 
charges for the magnet fr~ Edmund Scientific Company, Barrington, 
New J~rsey, to Natchez, Mississippi. It is assumed that these 
charges will be ~ominal. nA 'J. l I £ I .11 / I l _ ...::) ~ 

. ~ -l ~ REC-59 1 .,,,,,,-_ &;? !/ <7 '7 V)'-'"'> 
Referenced Bureau airtel a so inquire as to the rumor 

that GEORGE W·: FENTOO put 50 to 75 refrigerator cabinets ie. the 
river where the decaying flesh surfaced. Efforts to contact 
FENTOO at his vacation camp have been . made so that in the event 
the rumor is ' true, he could -point out the places where he disposed 
of the cabinets. He has been unavailable for contact to date. 
However, as pointed out in re Jackson airtel dated 9/15/67, the 

__ .. __,, 
(/J - Bureau . ~ -.,,.,_. 

1 - New Orleans (Info) (44-229 ~- NOV, 1 .7 
2 - Jackson _,..__... _ . .. ___. 
MDD/clm. ........ tA~-, ·. -:! ~ _.,.;,,,i,.--

(6) __,:.r-~ ·;~ 

• • 
54~0¥2~~ -Hr=-:j~~ 

r-1~ 

NWl:9008 Docid:59168580 

J 



I) 
G'~ I 

0 

t , 
0 .. 

ai I 

. ' . 

6 ... 

a 

JN 44-65 

river was expected to be at a season low around 9/28/67. 
At the present time, the river .. has increased in depth and 
with increases in rainfall along the entire Mississippi . 
River, the depth will no doubt continue to increase. Therefore, 
it is imperative that diving operations take place as soon as 
possible. The possibility ,of additional refrigerator cabinets, 
if true, will no doubt add to the amE>Unt of work, but ~he 
search is one that must nece~sarily be done to locate the 
corpus delicti. · 

Jackson will await the advice of the Bureau before 
taking any stepl · to purchase the magnet. 

J • 

J 

2 -
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I 
OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

NEW ORL'}:~A~S NEW ORLEANS 
11TLE Of CASE __ ___,__~;...:...:,._--=-.::;=:::..:...=..:.=-----

UNKNOW9Jo.5lIBJECTS; 
JOSµ,rtl'f'DWARDS Aka 
Jo~d wards - VICTIM 

/ 

... 

DATE I INVESTIGA1 "1VE PERIOD 

10/27/67 I 10/3/67 · - 10/24/67 · _ 
REPORT M.f,DE BY I TYPED BY 

SA MERRIMAN D. DIVEN . · blw 
CHARACTER Of CASE 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

REFERENCES: 
J ·, 

Case hus bee:: : 

APPROVED 

COPIES MACE. 

2 

.Report of SA MERRIMAN·D. DIVEN d3ted 10/13/67 
at New Orleans; 
·Report of SA JACK C. POLLOCK dated 10/16/67 
at Phoenix; 
B·ureau airtel to New Orlean _s dated 10/17/67; 
Ja~kson airtel to the Bureau dated 10/18/67; 
Ne~,, Orleans airtel to the . Bureau dated 10/19/67. 
; 

- p -

SPECIAL AGENT 
INCl-iARGE 

' -
. DO NOT w~rtE IN SPACES BELOW 

m~'. 
.. ft_,,·'·.~ 

tf'J 

' I 

' 

Bureau 
~ -r -~~6c¼ ---~=-=---

USA, Shrevepor~, Louisiana 
Jackson ·(2 - 44-65) 

(1.. - 44-20l~4) 
New Orleans (44-2293) 

----'1 ' 
16 NOV!11967 

/ 

O!,uemlnat lon Record of Attocheci Report Notations 

Aqenc:y 

Req,.u.,st Rcci. 

L 
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JACKSON 
• • 

• 

• • 

• 

• 
• 

.. 1- Contact the references which appear on tl1e · 
driver's license application of HUBERT RUSl-lING to determine 
his present whereabo .uts for interview. Upon intervj _ew, 
determi.ne information concerning JOSEPH EDv-lARDS' hustling 
activities a·nd possible relations with RUSHING's wife. 

• 

• ,. 

-2- Interview MARIO S. HERNANDEZ, 708 North Pearl. 
Street, former Adams County Deputy Sheriff who dated MAMIE . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

· THAMES, a ·part-time registration clerk at the Shamrock Mo~el, 

• 

• 

for lmm~!edge of victim's reported assault on IONA PERRY 
SE\a1ARD and any conspiracy resulting. · 

• • • 

• 

• 
• • 

NE\i ORLEANS 
• 

• • 
• AT DEER PAIµ(, LOUISIANA 

I a & • c a a a - a • ■ 1 a 1 -_ • & • • 
• 

• 

-1- Await results of Jackson airtel concerning 
Bl1reau approva 1 to purchase a large magnet for use in 

• 

divi.ng operations in area ,~here victim's skeletal remains are 
believed located in submerged refrigerator cabinet. 

. -2- If equipment purchase ·is approved, arrange 
for divers to probe suspect area. 

• • 

• 

AT VIDALIA,, LOUIS I.ANA 
A & 7 I • 2 F • 

• 

• 

• 

-1- Interview KATIE HOLMES, 803 North M2gnolia 
Street, concerning her knowledge of the victim as a co-worker. 

• • 

• 
• • 

• 
• 

• 

• 
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HO 44-2293 

,.....___ 
. \ 
·, . ..I 

-2- Continue efforts to locate MAMIE THJ-.11.E:;, 
f or merly of 310 South Spruce Street, and a former part
tim e registration clerk of reported questio nable 
character, to determine her knowledge of a conspir~cy 
and her possible ·involvment as a decoy in compr omising 
the victim. 

-3'- Interview MACK KNAPP, Vidalia Junior High 
School bus driver, concerning the clai m t ha t he had sEen 
one ·or more bodies in an icebox removed f ro m the vicini:y 
of Deer Park, Louisiana. 

All the above leads will be coordina t ed with t .~ 
investigation of Bureau Special WHARBOM whi ch is in 
progress ~t Natchez, Mississippi. 

:; 

INFORMANTS: 

COVER PAGE 

C 
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NO 44- ·2293 
JN 44-65 
JAW/blw 
l' 

/ FO IA ( b ) ( 7 ) 
,// .. ··,, 

·-..... 
: : 
.. / 

' 

( D) 

·•-. 

--.... 
•··•······ 

··-.... 

I /1 I I furnished the following 
information to SA JAl1ES A. / WOOTEN on October 22, 196 7: 

/ r 
: I 

..-----.!"~as to~d the following story some two 
or three wee ·ks ago by DOXLE SPELL, a farmer, who resides 
just below Deer · Park, Lo~isiana; 

' 

SPELL stated ~e was told this story by MACK KNAPP 
and SPELL could not vou ,ch for the accuracy of the informa
tion except that KNAPP/is a minister of the Pentecosta1 

. Church and t .s considered to be truthful. 

~KNAPP told $PELL that he was an eye · witness to 
an icebox being raise 1d from the water near Jughead 's 
Place south of Vidalia, Louisiana,' sometime ago. According 

. to KNAPP, there was 1one or more bodies in the icebox. 
KNAPP did not state /what authorities were involved in 
raising the icebox· / 

~---~fdoe~ not want his identity revealed in 
the event DOYLE SPELL or KA§P is contacted. 

MACK KNAPP can be reached through the Vidalia 
Junior High School where he drives a school bus eDch day _. 

NW#:9008 
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NO 44-2293 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

All persons contacted during the course of 
this investigation were advised that the inquiry was 
being made at the specific request of JOHN DOAR, 
Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, 
U.S. Department of Justice. · 

. The investigative period of the instant report 
overlaps the period of the referenced report in that some 
FD-302 1s were not available at the time of preparation of 
referenced report. 

Onfy one Agent conducted some ~f the interviews 
set forth i9asmuch as another Agent was not immediately 
available and this ' investigation required expeditious 
handling. 
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Copy to : 

Report of: 

Dote: 

UNI ; STATE S D PARTMEN I' OJ· ·1(' t'W I 
, ,.-ED RAL UR •AU OF INV! -n ,/\II ii , ,I 

1 - United Sta te s Att or ney, Shr v ·por.c, 11,,uJ . f 111r1 

SA MERRIMAN D. DIVEN 
October 27, 1967 

o1, ic , NNW OJ< r:1•,I· 1 ff1 

Field Office File #: 44-2293 llvroa 11 I I I t 

Title: 

Charo cl er: 

Synopsis: 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
JOSEPH EDWARDS - VICTIM 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

LILLI.AN LEE advised that two weeks pr ior -t o KDv71}1~f1<;' 
disappearance, he stated he was havi ng an affo1.r.w1th 8 

white giF"l. Reverend JULI.AN T. MASSEY stat ·d f)(.:y) lt y 
Sheriff :BILL OGDEN-related an unsucce ssfu l at:tcmpt t o 
arrest EDWARDS. MILTON BOOTH advi se d Deput y Gh~r iff B!LL 
OGDEN indicated concern over scuba di.v:tne opw:st:f .cm~ at 
Deer Park, Louisi 9na. Deputy Sher iff FRAN~ !>E 1.AtJGH'l'ER 
denied statement indicating he had knowledge o.f E.fJWM<.03' 
disappearance. Chief J. T. ROBINSON, Na tc he z, 11issfs .. 
sippi, Police Department, related ru mor t hbt v ictlm was 
intimate with Mrs. HUBERT RUSHING. IONA PERR.Y S.I:!:WAPJ) 
advised that she believed GOSS may have l i ed when he 
stated his intentions to kill JOSEPH EDWARDS. 

- p -

DETAILS: 

This docume n t contains neither recommendation s nor co n r.tu., l ona o f tho F'!:H. It ls t k,; pn_,.erty o f th" r8l on,<J Is J<>0n,s,j ; .:, 
your agency; 1t and us contents are not to be d1 s trib u t od ou t sld~ y our OCiJf'H\r:'Y ~ S 

1--- -- -- - - --- --- --- - - ·-· --
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; 
• 
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}; J f ltVf"TI A 10~ . /.L bU-R l , . - • 

• 
• 

• 

• • 
• • 

• •• 
• • 3 7 1 

• 

Dul~ 
• 

• 

• LILL .IA L 1 , 727 M~n on J> nc . , K . · r, ou 
advis ·ed that sh kn w JOL'l1,l?I! EIJv/\RT)S "~.c · .- y attend 
school .together as chj , dr -n. Mi J~EE a lv~ hat · -e 
was cnvare of the fact that 'ED1~JAI: DS had dis a pp ar~d i · e 

-
sunrmer of 1964 and had not b en sen -inc • • 

' 

. · .LEE stated that ~,he doe ~not · r _ c·all EDiv.ARDS e ·er -
having been present an~1hcrc ahoy.~ ' the time of his disap -ar-

_ ance at the home of her ·father, _JAMl~s LEE, Clayton, · Lo is · a a, 
for s,...1pper. ,!. · 

f - • • 

LEE stated that at the time of EDWARDS' disa ,p
. pearance, she was back in Kenner, Louisiana. 

• 

• LEE stated that she ·knew that EDWARDS worke at 
the Shamroc l~ Motel 
that she has /never · 

J• 

employees. ~ 

in . Vidalia, Louisiana, but she stated 
been there ~nor does she know 

t ) 
• • ' .. 

• .. __ -~ .. ,... I <fl ; 

an)r of t e 
• 

• 

t ,i . 

She stated that about t \~?cO 'tveeks prior to ED .. __, . 
disappearance, EDWAPJ)S mentioned to : her tt1at . he was t1a • 
an affair with a white girl4 She recalled him laughi 
abou ·t the fact that the girl v1as supposedly so fine a 
person. At this time, ED\·1ARDS also told her that someo e 

-

had caught him v1ith this "1hite girl i ·n a motel room i atc._e:: 
Mississippi. She stated that he was la ,ughing abo1:t the =a-- er 
and did not seem worried; however, she advised her reacti~ .-n 
to his statements were anything but humor. 

• 

She stated that she thought that at the time 
had been caught in the motel room in Natchez, which s e 
thought might be the Holiday Inn, and that ED't11Y.ARDS wa 
working at this Natchez motel. She stated that it is e 
impression that one of the owners or members of the mana~-----

--- a-tr:nis motel had - caught him. · · · . 

On 

• -· 

10/12/67 Kenner, Louisiana . 
· ·. at -------------File # 

SA t·1ILLIAM F • KUSCH and 

NO 44-2293 
JN 44-65 

----------- -
. SA CHRISTOPF_ER MAZZELLA :cmp /blw 

by -~~~=-:.:=-=...:=-=- .::.;__------------....L._--=---- Date di c tatcd 10/13/ 
--- ---- --

This docum c~ cont~ins neither rBC _!,'"'1 mend Jtions _or cone} us i_ons of the FBI. It is the prop rty of the F Bl -.ln i 
your agenc,·~ 1t and 1 contents are t to be d, tr1buted outstde your agency. -
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.. 
• 
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• 
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• 

• 

She stated that when EDWARDS came up missing 
· about two weeks later, this incident that EPWARDS had 

related to her pertaining to the white girl was the 
first thing that came to her mind. 

• 
• 

• • 

· She stated she did not know nor did EDWARDS 
. explain exactly what the relationship was with the white 

girl when EDWARDS referred to ''having an affair.'' She 
did say that she got the impression that · when someone 
had ''caught 11 him in a mote 1 room that he meant by t ·his 

I 

that rcere ly EDi~ARDS and the girl were both present in 
the same room. · 

• 

· Sl;ie also advised that she felt . that having been 
caught with: EDifARDS, the white gir 1 might have explained 
ED\'7ARDS' presence by implying that he has pushed his inten
tions on her. 

• 

• 

• 

• She stated that she has heard of Vidalia, Louisiana, 
Police Chief SPINKS, but that the names KENNETH NORMAN HEAD, 
RED GLOVER, BUCK HORTON or IONA PERRY meant nothing to her. 
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• Date _1_0---=../_l_l..:.__/_6 7 ____ . _ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

On 

I 

• · r • 

CORDELLIA JACKSON t\las contacted - at her place of 
employme~t in the kitchen of the Eola Hotel and was advised 

· of the identity of the interviewing Agent. · She provided 
the following information: . 

• 

• JACKSON stated that although she t-Jas not certain, 
she believed that in July of 1964, she was employed as a 
maid at the Shamrock Motel, Vidalia, Louisiana. ·Her hours 
of employment were .from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. She · stated 
.that one day she heard .a group of her fe llo~,1 employees 
discussing that -a Negro porter from _ the Shamrock had dis
appeared · and that his car had been found abandoned on the 

. highway. -
• 

• 

JACKSON stated that she could not recall the 
• 

identities of persons participating in the discussion. 
She stated that she did not recall ever seeing EDWARDS 
and ·she cotild not recall ever - seeing the Negro porter who 
was missing and she could not describe him. JACKSON stated 

• that she could not recall any other information concerning 
the missing Negro. . 

• 

• • • 
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\ • 
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TH . S H.<\!1 ES, General }fanager, Albert Pick ~fotel, 
Natcl1ez, fis is ippi, was advised of the identities _ of the 
Sp cial A0 nts and the nature of the contact. 

• 
• 

RAINES stated that he did not recall 
as an emplo ee of that motel. He ~d not heard 
JOSEPH EDiVARDS, nor has he received any reports 
any involvement of Negrdes ~ith any white guest 
of tl1e mote 1. - · 

• 

JOSEPH ED~½RDS 
of 

-. concerning 
or employees 

• 

HAINES stated that his bookkeeper, DARRELL STRATTON, 
located employment reco1·ds concerning JOSEPH ED~-lARDS and he 
directed STRATTON to make available all employee records of interest to the FBI. · 

• 

I 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• • • 
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O··ctober 18 1 67 Date ____ ___ _ 

• 

AU1A HA'RRIS, 62l Stiers -LBne, Natchez, Missis
. "ppi, wa co :ntacted at her place of employrr~nt, the 
Alber p·ck Mote , and was advised of the identities 
of th interviewing Agents. She provided the following · 
information: · 

• 

• 

HARRIS state ·d she was employed as a cook at the 
• 

Albert Pick in 1964. She stated she recalled that at 
that time, a .Negro named JOSEPH. EDvlARDS worked from ·2:00 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m. in the kitchen and that EDWARDS also 
took food orders to the rooms. - . 

• 

mouth, 
HARRIS 

HAPJtIS describ ·ed EDlt]AP'1lS as in his 20 1 s, wide 
medium brown skin, with his teeth wide apart. 

. 

stated that EDvARDS walked l-7i-tl1 a stiagger. 
• l 

• -
• I 

HARRIS stated that when ED ~ARDS tvorked · a.t the • 

Albe..,...t Pick, EDWARDS also had a job at Harold Miller's 
• 

Wholesale Grocers. HARRIS stated that ED\vARDS had indi .. 

• 

cated that he was going to leave the Albert Pick and get 
a job at the Shamrock 1otel, Vidalia, Louisiana, in order 
to m.eke more money .. . 

HARRIS stated ,that shortly after EDt-lARDS left the 
Albert Pick to work at the Shamrock, she heard rumors that 
EDWARDS' car had been fou.T1d in Louisiana with a tire shot 
out but that EDWARDS had disappeared. HARRIS stated she 
had heard that ED,IARDS' disappearance was related to an 
incident which . occurred at the Shamrock Motel when a 
waitress dropped sornethi g and ED1 ~RDS picked it up. 
HARRIS stated that EDY7APJ)S allegedly brushed against the 
white waitress' leg as he assisted the waitress and that 
the incident was in so~ way . related to EDi;~TARDS' disap
pearance. H.AP~IS could not identify the source of this 

I 

• • 
' 

- - -:1:n ~or ~ · ,__i:o · and cettld not -ideatify the waitress invol\"ed 
in th·s incident. 
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HARRIS stated that she had no information that 
EDtVARDS had been dating a white girl or that EDWARDS had 

. been foood in a room at the Albert Pick with a white girl 
by any of the motel staff. 
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WALTER GOOD 1A , Star Route, Ferriday, Loui 
advised that he is employed as a handyman at the S ,a,-"'"' 
Motel, Vidalia, _ Louisiana. 

-• 

· He stated that during 1964, he was emplo~ed b . 
the }!C DO OUGHS of Vidalia and that during July o~ that 
year, he was painting houses for them under an arra ge ,ment 
that he ,,1as paid B t the rate o~ $100 per house • 

• 

The day a£ter JOSEPH EDWARDS, a porter at the 
Shamroc~ Motel, had failed to appear for work at the motel, 
1'11.KE MC DONOUGH came to him and asked 'tvhether he \\lould be 
interest ,ed in working by the hour a-t the motel doing vario 
repair jobs. GOODr·iA __ stated that this arrangement ,~ss 
satisfactory to him in that he had guaranteed income at 
the motel an~ then v1orked on his contract jobs for · the 
}1C DONOUGRS .~ 

,. 
• ✓ 

• 

He stated that J·OSEPH ED1..J'ARDS v1as tinkno,-..TU to hi , 
except through rumors that he had heard from unrecalled 
sources that ED .. '1ARDS had been a porter at the motel and had 
disappeared ~ithout apparent · notice. GOOD1'·1AN advised that 
he did not assume any of ED1v1ARDS I responsibilities at the 
Shamrock Motel but a Negro youth ~1as hired to take ED ·ARDS' 
job. This youth is unknown to GOOD:MAN except that he is 
tbe fat brother of SANDY, who is currently employed · at 
MC DONOUGH's Liquor Store. 

-

s 

GOODMAN a:lvised that he did not observe a crippled 
registration clerk at the motel at any time. He advised 
that he was not acquainted with LORA RUSHING, a guest of the 
motel, and he had no knowledge of any prostitution activities 
being carried on at the motel. Hm-1ever, while repairing 
television sets and doing other work in the mote 1 rooms . , 

-

-

• 

• 

-. 

Star Route, New Orleans 44-2293 
Jackson 44-65 

-

-

• 
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numerous male guests have asked him to make such arrange
ments. GOODMAN stated that when he advised them that he 
had no knowledge concerning such activities; · they indicate d 
that he was not keeping up with the activities around the 
mote 1. · -

• 

DMAN stated that he had never heard any dis-• 

cussion concerning EDWARDS' abandoned car and has no other 
lcnowledge concerning EDWARDS or related activities at the 

• motel. 
• 
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IKE MILLIGAN, Vidalia, Louisiana, Fire Chief, 
s contacted at his residence, 1223 Peach Street,.and was 

· advised of the identities of the interviewi~ Agents. He 
provided the f ollo,q _ing information: 

' • 

MILLIGAN stated that he kne\~J the FBI would 
contact him about the Negro porter from the Shamrock 
fut 1, Vidalia, Louisiana, who disappeared a few jears 

ago because MILLIGAN had heard a rumor that the FBI had 
found the Negro's body in the river and that Vidalia 
Chief of Police BUD SPINKS ,vas a suspect in the killing.· 
Re stated that the source of the rumor ,-1as LLOYD PERKINS, 
Louisiana Deputy Fire r.-rarshal. . 

MILLIGAN stated that after hearing the rumor, . 
he checked wi,th EDITH RICHARDSON VANCE, the Vid_alic:i Tov1n 
Clerk, and VA.NCE informed MILLIGAN that SPINKS ,vorked the 
7:00 a.m. t~ 3:00 p.m. shift in 1964. The other shifts 

' were from 3:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. and from 11:00 p.m. to 
7:00 a.m. 

MILLIGAN stated that he did not kno,.7 the name of 
the Negro who disappeared and he did not · kno,v the Negro's 
description. . 

MILLIGAN stated he believed t~at in 1964, the 
Vidalia police car was a white Oldsmobile with two radio 
antennae in the rear. He stated that it had a red beacon 
light on the roof. He also stated that the Vidalia Police 
Departrr.~nt had a portable magnetic base red light in 1964 
which could be placed on the dashboard of a car. 

• 

. • 

• 

• 

• 
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. : _N.O, 44-2293 

MILLIGA stated that t he :ily pers ,·: o 
asked him about the disappearance f t he .r 0 r was 
.AUSTIN, 1111 Peach Street, Vidal:a (33'-7__ a 
place of employment, Swift and Com?any, ~~atchez, ~fiss iss i pi. 

MILLIG-~N stated that the close ass ciates f 
SPINKS in 1964 were H:::RBERT CRO CH, a fare-er from .! nterey, 
Louisiana; R. P. CARTER, who runs a grocery store on Pine 
Street outside of Natchez; and ROY B RL :~, 4il7 Walnut 
Street (336-5151). 

MILLIGAN stated he did not know J. dES GOSS or 
HOMER T. "BUCK" HORTON. He stated he kne,\1 that KENNETH 
NORM.AN HE.AD was a friend of SPINKS. ITLLIGA1' stated that 
he had never observed SPINKS and RED GLO\'ER together and 
he did not know the nature of their association. He stat d, 
however, he had heard that RED GLOVER was a member of a 
Klan-type organization. 
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HENIY TATE POOLE, 408 Do~~ood Road, Vidalia, 
Loui 1 an , t 1 phone No. 336-5019, was contacted at his 
pl . e of bt1 ·n ss, the Sand,.,ich Shop, Ferriday, Louisiana, 
anl wa advi · d of the identities of the Special Agents and 

I t natur of th r contact. 
-

· POOLE advised that he had been a member of the 
Vid li~ Police Department but l\Yas not a member of the 
depar ment during July, 1964. At that time, he was 
employed by the Lewis Supermarket in Vidalia and heard . 
nothi11. concerning the disappearance of JOSEPH ED141.ARDS, 
who v1as unkno,;,,n to POOLE. 

POOLE advised that he mostly drove an old blue 
.Chevrolet, ~, former Sheriff's Office vehicle, while he 

. 
• 

• 

• 

was on duty ,,with the Vidalia Police Department. The depar
ment also ~leased a white Oldsmobile sedan fro ,m McPhail Motors, 
Natchez, Mississippi, each year. 

_ On 011e occasion, while making the chaP.ge-over to 
the ne\.Jer Oldsmobile, he not iced an emergency light at 
McPhail's which had been removed from a t~v truck. MC P1-L~IL 
a-g·reed to sel .l this light at a lo\~ price and obtain a red 
plastic dome to replace . the yellow dome. This revolving 
red light was purchased and used for several years before 

• 

obtaining the present blue emergency light mounted on a bar. 

All the Oldsmobiles have been equipped with two 
rear mounted antennae and a wire mesh divider installed 
behind the front seat. 

• 

POOLE advised that the department has a red 
revolving emergency light unit which is used on the dash 

• 

of any vehicle but he has no recollection that the Oldsmobiles 

• 

• 
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used this small light for any period instead of the top 
mounted emergency light. 

On several occasions, McPhail Motors would 
furnish the department with a white Oldsmobile sedan 
while the regular patrol car was in the repair shop. 
This temporary vehicle, however, never had any radio 
equipment or antennae installed for the use of the police. 
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On 

J ERAL BUREAU OF VESTIGAT( 
' _,, 

October 23, 1967 Da~_::_ _____ _:. ___ _ 

HENRY TATE POOLE, 408 Dogwood Road, Vidalia, 
Louisiana, was recontacted at the Sandwich Shop, Ferriday, 
Louisiana. He stated that he had not recalled any infor
mation concerning JOSEPH EDWARDS since he was last contacte ·d 
nor had he developed any · information concerning the circum
stances of EDWARDS' disappearance. 

POOLE stated that several days _ago, he had 
contacted officials at the City Hall, Vidalia, in an 
effcrt to ascertain - the exact period of his employment 
as a Vidalia Police Officer. He determined that his 
employment began during December, 1962, and ended during 
April, 1964, when he was dismissed by Chief BUD SPINKS. 
He explained that ina 9much as EDWARDS was reportedly 
missing during July, 1964, h~ would have had no official 
connection with the Vidalia Police Department, and, there
fore; would' have had no opportunity to have any knowledge 
of the inliden t • 

10/19/67 at Ferriday, Louisiana 
New Orleans 44-2293 

File# Jackson 44-65 

SA MERRIMAN D. DIVEN /blw . 10/20/67 
by ---==----------------------Date dictated--- --------
This docume".t cont~ins neither recornmendatio~s n_or conclu si_ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; 1t and its contents ere not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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·On 

~ 

F, ~RAL BUREAU OF VESTIGA TIO \ 
\ 

Date 10/"J..2/67 

. . HERMAN GREEN, Law Enforce ment Officer, Wild Life and 
Fisheries Commiss ion , State of Louisiana, was advised of the 
identities of t he i nterv i ·ewing Agents and of the official 
nature of t he co ntact. 

He stated that he had been employed as a Vidalia, 
Louis i ana Police Officer fro m approximately Hay, 1962, 
un ti l May, 19~4 . He left the Police Department · ·about two 
mont hs be f ore start.ing his present job on July 13, 1964. · 

GREEN stated that he did not know JOE EDWARDS and · 
ha d hea rd nothing about his insult to a white female 
emplo yee of the Shamrock Motel, nor his disappearance, until 
the sub ject was brought up recently in connection with the 
FBI i nvestigation of the matter. 

-Her recalls that the Vidalia Police Department 
leased a new Olds mobile Sedan from McPhail Moto~s, Natchez, 
Mississippi, each year. He advised that the patrol car was 
al ways white in color, unmarked by letters or police decals, 
and had two antennae on the trunk, one for the Natchez 
Police Department and the other for the Louisiana Police. 
When he first started with the Department, the Oldsmobile 
had an emergency light mounted on top of the vehicle that 
was torpedo in shape with a red light to the front and 
rear and a siren in the middle. The last Oldsmobile patrol 
car that he used had a large red revolving light mounted 
in the center on the top of the vehicle. He has no recollection 
that the patrol car was used _at any time before the . 
installation of the emergency light. However, Chief BUD 
SPINKS had a small revolving r~d light which he .transferred 
fro m one car to another. No one usually knew where this 
li ght was as so meti me it was in his personal car and at 
ot her ti mes in his jeep. 

New Orleans l~4-2293 
10/10 / 67 ~ Vidalia, Louisiana F ile # _ J_a_c_k_s_o_n_ 4_4_-_6_5 ___ _ 

SAs BR.ENI' W., WAREERG and . 
by _E!M~ERR~~Il:::.1A~N~D~.'.....-:D:...:I=--V_EN __ _...c/_MD_ D_:~J'--l_s ______ Da te d ic talcd 10/11/67 

. t •n. ne ither recommend ations nor conclusions of the F'BI. It is th e propert y of the FBI and is loaned to 
Th,s docu mer:tlcond~t 1 

_ "contents are not to b!! dist r ibuted outside your ogency . 
your agency ; 1 an 1 " . 
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Until this year the patrol cars had never displayed . 
ny license plates. They .currently have a Louisiana license 

with the word ·Public in addition to a group of ·_numbers. 
• 

GREEN volunteered that he ~.;as not a member of any 
Kl an type organizatio ,n, but based on the statements made 
by some individuals and their · general reputation, , he did 
beli eve that the following close friends or associates of 
Chief BUD SPINKS are members cf such an organ .ization: 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

Dr. lvILLIA?-1 T • 
doctor and the 
of Vidalia; 

• 

• 
• .. 

POLK, a practicing medical 
current coroner for the Tm,1n 

• 

• 

R. ~. ''BOB'' PIPER, operat:or of the Texaco · 
• 

Ser.vice Station in \'ida J.ia and ·~urrent ly · 
Justice of the Peace for the Town of Vidalia; 
PIPER' s i'1ife is employed by Dr. POLK. . 

• 

• 

• 
• • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

''BUCK'' HORTON, Lynn Street, Vid ,alia 7 J.,ouisiana; 
• 

CALVIN tIBEKS, 301 Hickory Street, Vidalia, 
Louisiana; and \ 

• 

JOEL FREEMAN who resides in the second 
·the left on Lee Avenue, Vidalia • 

• • 

• 

. 

house on 
• 

. GREEN stated that JOEL F'REEMAN is possibly no 
longer friendly \ilith SPINKS in that FREE~1AN is running for 
a position of Justice of the Peace against BOB PIPER. · 

' 

• 

• • 

-

• 

• 
• 

• • 
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' -• • ... . . • , 
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• Date __ 19.::.._i_/_1~2 /L.-6__;:_7 ___ _ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

J~ P. SCRUGGS, Town Marshal, C~ayton, Louisiana, 
was advised of the perso~a1 · and official identities of 
the interviewing Agents. · 

• 
• 

• 

· SCRUGGS stated that he did not remember the name 
JOSEPH EDWARDS. When JOSEPH EDWARDS was identified as the 

• 

Negr _o male \~hose corrm1on~la~-1 wife ,'las ORGREE TAYLOR, the _ 
deaf-mute who.resided in Clayton, · scRUGGS advised that he 
recalled . JOE ED1'1ARDS as an individual he had once arrested · 
for carrjing a concealed weapon, · a four barrel .22 caliber 
pistol. . SCRUGGS stated that ED\"1ARDS and another Negro had 
gotten into an argument over this deaf girl. He advised that 
he did not recall the date of this incident. He stated 
that EDWARDS was generally ''a pretty good boy'' and that was 
t _he only tro ·~p le he had had with him. · • -

• 

ft 

SCRUGGS stated that he had no knowledge 
EDWARDS' activities at the Shamrock Motel nor any 
of his dis~ppearance • 

of 
kno~vledge 

• 

. 

SCR .. UGGS stated that his police car during July, 
• 

• 

1964, was a white and blue Ford which had been made available 
to the Town of Clayton, Louisiana, after the unit had been 
used several years by th~ Concordia Parish _ Sheriff's Office • 

• • 

• 

SCRUGGS stated that he has no recoll .ec~ion of 
any conversation concerning :E1,1'1ARDS about the time of his 
disappearance,and he had no idea as to the identity of any 
white preacher who would have any ·knowleqge of EDWARDS' 
disappearance. . 

• 

I 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• New Orleans 44-2293 
. 10/10/67 ~i Clayton, Louisiana 

On _ __:...._-------~ File # _J_a_c_ks __ o_n_4_4_-_6_5 _______ _ 

SAs BRENT W. WARBERG and 
by· _:_:M~E~R~R~l:::M::.:P,.::.N:..__=D:.....:•:,___;_D......:..I_V_E_N ___ /_MD_. _D_:-=-j_l_s ______ Date dictated _..-.;_l_O_/_l_l.....;../_6_7;._• --

Th . d t contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the rBI. It is the propertv of the FBI and ii;; loa""ed t 
lS ocumen . . b d' t "b d ·a . . - ~ •l your agenc}'; it and its contents are not to · e · ts r1 ute outs 1 e your agency. . 
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• 
• Dat e 

October · 17, 1967 · 

• 

• 

• 

On 

• 
• 

. Reverend JULIAN T. ~1ASSEY, Levins Subdivi~ion, 
Route ,One, Box 64-C, Ferri~ay, _ Louisiana, tel~phone _number , · 
757-3846, was contacted at his part-time employment, Howards 

• 

• 

Barber Shop, .. Vidalia, LouisiBna. He was apprised ·of ~he .. 
,personal and official identities pf the Special Age·nts and 
the nature of the contact. • 

• • 

· Reverend MASSEY stated that he is and has been a 
• 

close friend ·of BILL OGDEN, Deputy . Sheriff, Concordia 
Parish, Louisiana. OGDEN has made a habit of telling him 
of interest -ing cases and ev~nts h.ap.pening during t .he course 
of his duties. . 

• 

• 

• 

MASSEY recalled that three or four days after the 
incident occurred, BILL _OGDEN told hiµ1 that he was working · 

• 

the 4:00 p.m~ to 12:00 Midnight shift l~hen he rece •ived a · 
comp la int about 11: 00 p. m. th .at JOSEPH EDWARDS,· a Negro ma le, 
was creating a disturbance at Haney's Big House ·, Ferriday, 

• 

Louisiana. OGDEN related to MASSEY that ED\vARDS left the 
establishment before he arrived and travelled ·toT;1ard Ferriday • 
OGDEN over-took ED"tl~RDS on the Vidalia - Ferriday Highway 
and stopped EDWARDS' car. Before he cou _ld appre~end EDliA~S, 
however, EDvlARDS jumped out of his car and ran over the levee. 

• 

Reverend M.ASSEY stated th.at it is his recollection -
that ·Deputy Sheriff FRANK DE LAUGHTER was 1t1iti"1 OGDEN and 
DE. LAUGHTER almost ca .ught ED\'7.~RDS. Reverend MASSEY stated 
that he knows of no other details concerning the incident 
except th .at OGDEN told him EDWARDS' car was stiJ.l in the same 
place where they had stopped it. MASSEY passed the area about 
one week later but did not obs ,erve EDtfARDS' car. 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

' 

10/13/67 at Vidalia, Louisiana 

SA GEORGE Fa BENZ 

New Orleans 44-2293 
File# JackSOil 44-65 

SA Z.1E:RRIK"N Do DIVEN · MDD/blw 10/1 -6/67 
by --------.....------------- Date dictated ----~----- -
This do un1ent contnins neither rccon1mendat10': n_or conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
Your ogenc~~ it nnd its cont nts a.re no lo he dtstr1buted outside your agenc)·. 
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NO 44 -22 93 

He added that he · is under the impression that 
OGDEN either considered or actually obtained bloodhounds 
from the Richland Parish Sheriff's Office at .Rayville, 
Louisiana. To the best of his knowledge, however, OGDEN 
never succeeded in locating EDWARDS. 

MASSEY stated that OGDEN currently drives a 
Chrysler patrol car but at the time of the incident, he 
was believed to have had a gray Plymouth. 

MASSEY stated that he later heard from HEZZIE 
RYLES, a barber at Ferriday, Louisiana, and a- resident of 
Cowan Subdivision, Ferriday, that EDWARDS had insulted a 
female employee of the Shamrock Motel in Vid~lia, Louisiana. 
~!ASSEY advised that he could not re~all the det2ils of the 
rumor. 

•J 

Reverend MASSEY stated that he is not now and 
never has been a member of any Klan~type or.ganization. 
He identified a photograph of RALEIGH JACKSO!! GLOVER 
as a person with the reputation of being a ~mber of a Klan
type organization and who has a propensity toward violence. 
He stated that he had never heard GLOVER's name· linked with 
the name of JOSEPH EDWARDS. 

· 24 

I NW#:9008 oocid:59168580 



• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• • • 

• . • ' .- • • • • 
• 

• 
• LJ 0 INVE f IGA TIONl ,..r:. D L BURE. 

• 

• 

• • 
' • 

•• 

( • 
• • 

' 
• 

• 

• • • 
• • • • • • • 

•• • 

' 
• l)ate October 17, 1967 

• • • • 
• • 

• 
• 

• 

BILL HANEY, operator of H~ney's Big House, 
Ferriday, Louisiana, was· advised of the persona 1 and 
official identities of tl1e Specia 1 Agents. HANEY 
stated that JOSEPH EDWARDS is unknown to lhtim except • • 
that he has heard rumors in the Negro community concern
ing EDWARDS' disappearance and apparent murder, but he 
had no personal kno,...,ledge of the matter nor could he 

• recall the sources of the rumors • 
• 

HANEY stated that he definitely idid not call 
the police to stop a disturbance at his club involving -
EDWARDS who reportedly left before the police arrived. 
He stated that if such an event had occurr ·ed in 'his 
absence, his employees would have advised him of the 
fact. • 

' 

,, 
• 

• , 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• • 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

New Orleans 44-2293 On __ 1_0_/_1_3_/_6_7_ at _ F_e_r_Lr_id_ay_. _,_· L_mr_ou_i_s_i,_a_n_a ______ File # Jackson 44-65 
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• 

MILTON ODIE BOOI'H, a commercial fisher,an, stated 
that cbout three days after he assisted the FBI in a scuba 
diving operation at Deer Park, Louisiana, on August 24, 1967, 

. he stopped at the Bonan ·za Club, Ferriday, Louisiana. He 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

was hailed by Deputy Sheriff BILL OGDEN, Concordia Parish, 
who inquired as to \vhat BOOTH ,vas doing at Deer Par~ several 

• 

days prior thereto . 
• 

• 

BOOTH stated tha .t he advised OGDEN that a go~er .- ... ent . -
agency had rented his boats for what they said was _a 
diving operation to obtain mud samples. 

~ 

-• 

OGDEN inquired as to the location of the diving 
operation at Deer Park. BOarH told him tl1at - it \-7as just 
off Stoney Point, which was a considerable distance from the 
actual diving site. 

• 

. I 
' 

• 
• 

You had 
-OGDEN told BO,OTH, 'That 

J . 
me '"orried for a 't'1hile. '' 

far north is all ·rig- t. 

BOCTrI-1 stated no other comments were made, b · .. t 
OODEN seemed generally concerned about the divi~g operatioL 
which indicated to BOCYIH that OGDEN l\1as personally inv:)l,. ed 
in s·ome act and the evidence of that set is located 0:1 the • 
bottom of the river. ' 

• • 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

New Orleans ~•-2~~3 

• 

On 10/20/67 Harrisonburg, Louisiana Jackson 44- 5 
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SAs GEORGE 1'.,. BENZ and · 
MERRil1AN D. DIVEN /MDD:jls 10/23/ ~7 
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)ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATr-

Da~ --=l:...:.0_!_/ -=12~/:_:6::.__:_7 ____ _ 

Deputy S.heriff FRANK DE UUGHTER, Concordia Parish, 
Lou'siana , was contacted as he was having his outboard motor 

pa·red i n Fe rriday, Louisiana. It is to be noted that 
DE I.AUGHTER can be reached over the 39.5 me-gacycle radio by 
using the ca ll letters C07. He was apprised of the person 
and offi c ia l identities of the interviewing Agents. He was 
inf ormed of his constitutional rights as stated on a form 
captio ned, "Your Rights". He declined to sign a waiver of 
his righ ts, b·ut indicated a willingness to be interviewed. 
At the outset he was advised that the inquiry would be 
l imi t ed to a matter about which .De had been contacted about 
bef ore . · 

DE lAUGlITER advised that he did not know JOSEPH 
EDWARDS, had no information about EDWARDS' activities, nor 
no knowledge .' of EDWARDS' disappearance. Re stated that he 
r eca lled cl-}ecking on an old white and green :Buick parked in 
t he vicini t y of Dixie Lanes, Ferriday, Louisiana. At that 
time the car was parked on the side road next to the bowling 
a lley. He advised that he had no recollection that · the car 
had previously been parked opposite the bowling alley 
he ading west. 

DE LAUGHTER stated that in response to 10-28 
(radio inquiry as to the registered owner of a vehicle), he 
f ound that the vehicle was registered to a G:RAVE:hTBURG of 
New Orleans who was in some way affiliated w:ith a law 
enforcement agency, possibly the Louisiana State Police. 

DE LAUGHTER denied any recollectioo of a statement 
made by him that he had stated the car belonged to ' that 
"nigger" who insulted the girl at the Shamrock Notel and he 
would not be bothering anybody any more. DE LAUGHI'ER 

10/10/67 __ at Ferriday, Louisiana 

SAs BRENT W. WARBERG and 

Bew Orleans 44 -2293 
F ile ;: Jackso n 44-65 

MERRIMAN D. DIVEN /MDD:j ls 10/ 11 /6 ~, 
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27 

NWl:9008 Docid:59168580 

\ 
\ 
t· 
r 
V 

t :, . i 

l 
T 
I 

t 
! 
l 
t 
l -.- ,. 
f 
t 

t 
! 
f 
l 
l-

r 
f 
.L 
f ,· 
! 
i 

f 

i 
I 
~ 
f 
t 
i 

• 
' f 
i 

i 



-------------:--=---- ===~ ----=--·-·-=== = :-=:=::=:::::::-::::;::::::::::::=====:::=:::;;:;~~ ~ 

. 
• . ' . ' 

NO t,4-2 293 

r,..._, 
I 

'- . · 

inquired as to the identity of the person who told the 
FBI of this statement in that if he knew the identity of 
th is per s on it might help him to recall the incident. 
When advised that the identity of this person would not be 
disclosed, DE LAUGHTER stated he definitely could not recall 
the statement nor any informc,1tion regarding the content of .. 
this statement. 

He advised that during July, 1964, he operated a 
cream colored ·Pontiac Sheriff's patrol car which rad only 
one antenna on the rear. He stated that he had no personal 
car. 

·/ 

:; 
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FD-302 (Re v. ◄ -15-6 ◄) . .-

.,~ -")ERAL BUREAU OF 11/ESTIGAT/,--. 

D te October 10, 1967 a _..:..,:....:.....:._:__---=-----

Chief of Police J. T. ROBIHSON, Natchez, Missis
sippi, on October 3, 1967, advi s ed t hat to the best of 
his recollection, at so me ti me in Late 1963 or early 196~, 
·an officer of the Vidalia, Louisiana, Pp lice Department 
was called to the Maple Courts 11ote1 in Vidalia by occu
pants of a cabin at the motel who told him that they saw 
a Negro breaking into the adjacent cabin. 

Officer GREEN of the Vidalia Police Department 
entered the next door cabin, fo und a Negro man, (first 
name unknown) CARTER, sitting on the side of a bed occupied 
by a married white woman who operated an ice cream stand 
on one corner of a street in Vidalia and the Negro CARTER 
worked at a gas station across the street. 

ROBINSON advised that to the best of his recol
lection, the white woman was from Sicily Island, Louisiana; 
her husband was employed as a . guard at Armstrong Tire and 
Rubber Company, quit his job, and took his wife back to 
Sicily Island, Louisiana. 

ROBINSON advised that both the white woman and 
the · Negro men were arrested and placed in the Vic.la lia City 
Jail by Officer GREEN. · He stated the worn.ants husband got 
her out of jail that night but the Negro remained in jail 
for a few days and then mysteriously disappeared therefrom. 

ROBINSON advised that it is his understanding 
there are no records available at the Vidalia City Jail 
that would show the incarceration or release of the Negro 
CARTER. 

ROBINSON emphasized that he does not know what 
happened to the Negro CARTER but has heard rumors to the 
effect that he was killed. 

On __ l_0--'/'--3-'/_6_7 __ at __ N_a_t_c_h_e_z_,~Mi_._s_s_i_s_s_i__.p__.p_i __ f'i le # Jacks on 44_ 2 044 

SA THOMPSON BERRY WEBB 
by _ _:S=:A:.:........:R-=E==E:..:S:....:I:..::E~L=._T_U_IM_O_N_S ____ R_LT--=--/b_l_w ___ 0a te dictated 10 / 6 / 6 7 

---~-- - - --
This docurne~l conl~ins neither rccomrnendaLio~s nor concl u;;i_ons of th e FBI. It i s th e property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; 1t and its contents _are not to be d1str1buted outs ide your agency. 
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--- --- --------- -- - --- ----....-----------.-:---:.=:::=:==::;;:==:;::=:::::::;===ii.-
F"D-302 (Rev, 4- 15 - 64) ~· . -

r ·- ':)ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT! P-·1
• 

Date __ 1::.:0:....!./...=2:..::3.!../ -=...6.:...7 __ _ 

JOEL FREEMAN, 103 Lee Avenue, Vidalia, Louisiana, 
was contacted at his residence and advised of the identities 
of the interviewing Agents and the nature of the contact. 

FREEMAN stated that he is on the Auxiliary Police 
·Force in the town of Vidalia and is currently a candidate 
for Justice of the Peace of that town. 

FREEMAN advised that JOE EDWARDS is unknown to 
him and he has no information concerning EDWARDS' disappearance. 

. :, 

onl0/19/67 ~ Vidalia, Louisiana 
New Orleans 44-2293 

File tt Jacks on 44-65 

SAs GEORGE F. BENZ and 
by MERRIMAN D. DIVEN /MDD:j ls Date dictated _l_0_/_2_3_/_6_7 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommend11lio'!s n_or conclusi_ons of the FBI. It is the properly or tho FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be d1slrabuted outside your agency. 
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On 

( ··,ERAL BUR EAU OF INVESTIGA T I,' - , 
\ 

Dato _ 1_0..:.../_l -"3 /_.;6_7 ___ _ 

VICTOR D. CANTERBURY is a Special Agent of the 
Fede ra l Bureau of Investigation and is pres ently assigned 
to the Kansas City Division. Mr. CANTERBURY advis ed he 
was for merly employed as a state probation officer for the 
Sta te of Louisiana from August, 1959, to September, 1965. 
During this period of time, he was the manager of the 
Tallulah District Probation Office in the State of Louisiana. 
He advised th _is office is composed of eight parishes. Alon:g 
with being in charge of this office, he was also assigned ~ 
ca ses i n Madison, Tens .as, and East Carroll Parishes. ·Mr. 
CANTERBURY recalled that while he held the managerial 
position of this office, JAMES B~ GOSS was assigned as a 
probation officer and was assigned the parishes of Concordia 
and Catahoula. 

Mr·! CANTERBURY was not familiar with · all the cases 
assigned to ' the Tallulah District Office, but from time to 

- ,F 

ti me, different probation officers assigned to thi"s office 
would mention certain instances that took place in their 
area to him. He does recall an instance relating to IONA 
PERRY, although he did not actually recall the name. Mr. 
CANTERBURY also remembered the name ,of the probation case 
regarding CHARLES H. BROWN but did not remember the wife 
of a probationer working at the Shamrock Restaurant in 
Vidalia, Louisiana. The· only relationship he knew that 
existed between Mr. GOSS and Mrs. BROWN was in connection , 
with Mt GOSS' work as Mrs. BROWN' s husband was on probation 
for nonsupport. In nonsupport cases, there is a tremendous 
amount of contacts with each party in trying to work out a 
satisfactory solution. · 

Mr. CANTERBURY knew of no specific instances of 
ML. GOSS' extra-marital activities. CANTERBURY was of the 
opinion though that Mr. GOSS did date other women while 

10/12/67 at Kansas City, Missouri 
Kansas City 44-728 

File# New Orleans 44-2293 

by - ~SA::.:.......:J~A:.:.:ME:.=::S:.-=-R:..,:•~GRA_HA_M_.._, _J_R_._._ak __ ___,_/_b_l_w Date dictated 10/12/67 
Tbia doc:unaent co ntains ne ither recomraendatio~s n_or conclusi _ons or the FBI. It is the property or the FRI and i.- loaned 
Y0\11" acency; it and it s contenls are not to ba d1str1b1&ed outside your agency. · to 

32 

NWl:9008 Docld:59168580 

f 
l 
t 
l· 

{· 
1 ., 
t' 
t 
i: 
i 
i 

i 
I 
~ 

••' f 

;, 

: 



' •, , 

KC 44-728 
NO 44-2293 
2 

married , since GOSS implied to him that he did d~te other 
women, but no names were ever specifically mentioned nor 
specific instances. CANTERBURY was also aware that GOSS 
and his wife were having marital difficulties since GOSS~ 
on many occasions, mentioned his wife was forever nagging 
him. GOSS did, on two occasions, show him pictures of 
women he was ·dating but again, CANTERBURY could not recall 
any specific names. 

According to CANTERBURY,' while GOSS was working 
in the probation office at Tallulah, Louisiana, he traded 
for several different automobiles. He did not remember 

- exactly how many but was of the opinion that while he was 
employed in 4he probation office, GOSS owned approximately 
four or five · different cars. He recalled specifically 
that he owned at one time a Mercedes which he traded for 
in Monroe, Louisiana. He recalled that the other cars 
were either traded or purchased at a car lot in Jonesville, 
Louisiana. This car lot was located on a Jena Road, within 
the city limits of Jonesville, but other than the fact it 
was . on the west side of town, he did not recall the name 
of the car agency. He also recalled that . GOSS also owned 
a 1960 yellow Ford and also recalled his owning a two-tone 
early 1950 Pontiac. He never though recalled his owning or 
driving an Oldsmobile. 

CANTERBURY continued by saying he actually never 
recalled GOSS ma~ing any specific statements regarding any 
connection or association with IONA PERRY nor any state
ments regarding KENNETH NORMAN HEAD. He did recall GOSS 
had a probationer by the name of RICHARD VANMATRE, whose 
wife lived in Winnsboro, Louisiana. He continued by saying 
GOSS always seemed to get himself enmeshed in the problems 
of the wife of Probationer MATRE but CANTERBURY concluded 
by saying he never recalled any report which.indicated GOSS 
was trying to do anything other than actually help the party. 
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Unlike the first time she saw him, he was poorly dres ·sed 
and looked very agitated ·and nervous. 

Mrs. PERRY did .not notice the color or make of 
vehicle used by GOSS on either of the above occasions. At 
no tioe did GOSS or IONA mention the name JOSEPH EDWPRDS, 
a Negro porter, or any difficulties she may have had 
at the Shamrock Motel, or any murder plot . 

.,. 
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On 

b 

U E U OF V ESTIGAT/ --,_ 

Date _:__l=..:0:2./--=l:.::..9.!.-/ 6::...:7:__ __ _ 

EWARD was contacted at her residence, 
p se to a telephone call from 
p ci a l Agents re-contact her concerning 

f urnished by her. -

ntact with Mrs. SEWARD, she advised 
th ught to her last contact by these 

,\ • 11( •·. all the statements made by her were 
l 1 1w . h 1: \' ,_ '\ " unt d her cone lusion that JAMES GOSS had 
, l I h ,, \ 1 l t it olved in the murder of JOSEPH EDWARDS. 

time of the interview she was of the 
involved in the incident, but 

, tioned her conclusion mainly because 

Ill ( ' Id i 

Mn . 
\ \I I I h l~ 1~ s i.11 
I t I :: I ' (l I\ t I . l w • 
in ! 1\1 'lll"l l h ·r 

h that he may have lied about his 

ted that she has had no contact 
phoned him the Sunday following her 

ial A ents of the FBI, nor had anyone 
in. She reiterated that her 
t tements made by GOSS that he t·muld 

nnd no change of this information is 
r conclusion based on these statements 

Shr stntvd that in regard to her telephone call to 
c:o: ,;, 1,h1.• .hlvis •d that she merely called to tell him that 

lll did tWl m .. l · d·1t to compromise EDWARDS and if GOSS 
hrnl m 1<h: su h nr m nts with some girl, he had better 
g<•t it ~tr,i ht ut and leave her out of his statement. 
Hl1 ll•ni ~, m in m nt ond told her that he had already 
bl 'll 'l"'11L ·1 ~t d b FBI and stated his innocence. 

ln cklit n, Hrs. SEWARD advised that she recalled 
thul t1J llowi1i • EDHARD ' one and only attempt ta kiss hPr, 

New Orleans 44-2 2 " 
10/16/ 7 ,1 Na h z, Ni siss~i ___ File # Jackson 44-65 

A G RGE F, BENZ and 
ME R HAN D. Dl EN /MDD:j_l_s ____ Datc dictated _l_O_/_l_7_/_5_7 ___ _ 

n r c n ·lu . i<Jn of the FBI. Il is the property of lhe FBI and is l°'"ae .i 
t r lblll d uls1dc ·our 11gency. 

36 

NWl:9008 Doa:td: 9118580 



h, 1h1,,1r1H It, t, II nf ld1 a"' ulL. EDWARDS stated 
1 II i 1,, \· 1 111 l I h.iv,, t < I ',lV, wn if she did. He explained 

, ., ·· 1 I Ill', It I) •1 de LI f and dumb Negro girl and 
,, 1 It Id h l\l111 with lh' r ult that he was almost 
l,111. lit I ,rt h •r •xp I n d that he had to leave 
.11 th, /\ 11 rt PI t I( Mo 1 because things got too 
h III t l11,i ,, Mt". EWARD asked him if his Albert 

\lil, 1 d I I I Iv I I ty wa, Lh r • ult of a shortage of 
l·'.I \~AHi :· l 1 ti h •r it.: c-lid not involve money and 

It h:td R()in thin g to do with a white girl at 
th,· 111 t, 1 . ::1 t t 1 I h ·m that just because he was familiar 
,. 111 .111111\J, 1 whit· gli-1, boulcJ not have gotten smart 
, , I Ii 11,,i. ' ' Ii· 1.\ 11l • 1 th □ c,h had never given EDWARDS any 
, 11 •1•1 11 .tf,\ 111 •11 , b11t hrt{l d him civilly during her · 
, 1 , l I nn t , 1 t · w 1 h him. 

Mn,. ~11-:\·JJ\lU> n<lvii:.cd that she never knew EDWARDS 
11w 11 1 <·:11· :incl tbC' r alls that he had stated a number 

o I t i 111 " :, c 111 • l II I nrt n bout hitcbhiking. She ernphat ica lly 
d1 I\ I 1•11 h:ivi ng clat I EDHJ\RDS or making a date with him for 
t lw p111'p •it• or umpromls ing him. 

With n .•eur.<l to GOSS, she stated that GOSS told her 
111,111 :itori<'ll which she suspected were untrue. For example, 
IH• :: I ,It •d l li.:1t h • op rated a car lot. He told her he sold 
1·c 11 ri;t tl<'. H• m;uioted the FBI in breaking a case involving 
LIH' :i;tlc' ( f clrup,o col1o:1"goof balls". These "goof balls" 
hi1d no c ffc•c-t on him he ascerted. 

Jl• worked under cover in New Orleans using an 
nll 1:.1 HILL .JOHNSON, and was assisted by a girl named 
YVONNE l~RL Nam• Unknown. According to GOSS, the people 
in New Or 1 t ins think that he is dead inasmuch as he made 
Jt Jnnk thnt way by abandoning his car. He claimed he 
,witch d cnr~ frequently so he could not be readily 
<IC'nl i icd by his vehicle. 
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,; h • E, 1 pc c Lf'd GO,Jf-' w,10 marri ~d • . She attempted 
t t l Incl n ot b uL hj rn Lhro 1eh J>ICIU\RD VAN MATRE whom GOSS 
, ntd h t ·d > I r it · I ·1 l y rm o r ult of non-support charges 
I}', 1 It !i t VAN MA'fl IL Sh<'! nclvi s <l that she went out . with. 

VAN MATP I•, on nc• o cn '-1 lo n tu vir., it VAN MATRE 's mother in 
W 01 , L u1., .I ·mo, an<l wh · l(~ they were there, they 
oh :t , rv l VAN MAT! Ji:' n w:tfc ,1 · th another man. 

Sh . xhib t d a poet card from GOSS post marked 
.1\lly %1, 966, i.n Al llcnc, Texas, requesting her to write · 
t 1> hl111 rid t •lliuz her that he was a "D. J." for Station 
KC LI, Llhe ·v po r t.:, on week e nds. Mrs. SEWARD stated that 
·dH • h i:J h ·ird h m on the radio. She advised that she is 
it [ l L vvry fontl of GOSS dccpite his lies about his marital 

t L it n_. nn<1 the .act tho t she is now married herself. 

Sh ctotcd that her mother informed her of a 
c·onl.1c:L by ..,pccial Agents of the FBI and her mother had 
l }lcl /\ •c·nts of her vlsit with GOSS to her parents' residence. 
Mt·!: • . ~EW/\IU) otot cl that she recalls that the date of this 
vJnJt w:w October 22, 1964. She advised that she recalled 
thi.J doLu bccnu~c it was her father's birthrlay and she 

<•ell 1 Jc-·d the year 1.96!~ ·tnasmuch as she had been employed 
ut thr . Shnmrock Motel during that year . 

. 38 



On 

( ERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIGAH ~, \, 

l Date October 16, 196 7 

RICHARD VANMATRE, 7145 Airline Highway Metairie 
Loui~i~na, was interviewed at 3301 North Causeway

1

Boulevard: 
Metai~ie, ~nd furnished the following information: 

VAN MATRE identified the girl who was with him on 
the occasion when he drove by his former residence in Winns
boro, Louisia~a, as IONA PERRY, a crippled girl who worked 
at the Shamrock Mote 1 in Vidalia, Louisiana, at that time. 
VANMATRE stated that he only went out with the girl about 
three times and this was because he felt sorry for her. 
VANMATRE denied having any interests in PERRY for reasons 
of sex. 

He stated that the last he knew, IONA PERRY worked 
at the Jefferson Davis Hospital in Natchez, Mississippi. 
This, he stated, would be around the end of 1964. 

✓ 

VANMATRE volunteered the information that one 
JAMES GOSS, a Louisiana Probation Officer, also dated the 
crippled girl, IONA PERRY. 

VANMATRE stated there was no special reason why 
he drove by his wife's house with the PERRY girl, but stated 
he just happened to pass ·there with her when he saw his wife 
with another man, whereupon he parked to observe and just 
got seen. 

VANMATRE stated that he has heard of BUD SPINKS, 
Vidalia Louisiana, Chief of Police, but denied ever having 
heard of KENNETH HEAD, RALEIGH JACKSON. 11

RED
11 

GLOVER, • or ROHER 
THOMAS "BUCK11 HORTON. In addition, VAN MATRE adviseo he had 
never heard of a Negro male named JOSEPH EDWARDS. 

10/13/67 at Metairie, Louisiana ___ Fiie # New Orleans 44-2293 

SA ALBERT B. MILLER and 
by __ · ~S~A~W~I~L~L:=:IA~M~F~. ~KU~S:..:C:.::H:!.../.:.:..W~FK~: mr:.==..:h:.::....__...:.../_b_lw_ Date dictated __ l_O /;_1_6--'-/_6_7 __ _ 
Th ' . •th con·mendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned lo 

1s documcn.t cont~1ns ne• er re • , be d' tributed outside your agency. : 
Your agency; 1t and its contents are. not •0 15 , 
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r-o::~0?0 (Ro~. 4-1 ~•6 4) 

f.r--.~ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIP ' 'I. 
! 

Date _..:::....10~/-=1:..:...9.:..../ -=-67:_ ___ _ 

Mrs. ROY DALE, Highway 1162, Rural Tallula h , 
Loui sian a , was contacted at her residence and was ad v is ed 
of th e identity of the interviewing Agent, and she f ur nished 
t he f ollowing information: 

She advised that she recognized the photo graph of 
JAMES B. GOSS as he was previously one of her tena nts at 
l~09 North Mulberry Street in Tallulah, Louisia na . She 
advised that GOSS was first living in the little c ottage 
to the rear of the apartment house and then moved into an 
apartment in the apartment house. Mrs. DALE advised that 
her reco r ds show that GOSS beg.an his occupancy i n April of 
1964, and she can find . receipts for rent up to September of 
1964. 

-I 
Mr:,s. DALE further advised that she r ecalls that GOSS 

at one time had his wife and family living wit h him in th e 
apartment house, but this was for a s~ort period of tim e 
and just prior to his transfer. 

She stated that GOSS never gave her any trouble 
and was an ideal tenant, and she had not recei ve d any 
complaints about his personal activities while in t he 
apartment. She stated that there are no tenan t s living i n 
the area at the present time who were there when GOSS was 
a tenant as the turnover in the apartments are ver y_ r apid. 

Mrs. DALE further advised that GOSS wa s employed 
in an office at the Department of Welfare in Ta ll u l ah , 
Louisiana, and was transferred in his job; howeve r, he and 
his family were from around Shreveport, Louisian a . 

New Orle a ns 44- 2293 
On_ l_0_/_1_3_/_6_7_ ~ Tallulah, Louisiana F' i le # _ _ J_a_c_k_s_o_n_4_4_-_6_S __ _ 

by . SA JOHN D. BRADY /j ls 
<.i 

Date dict ated __ lO-'-/ _l 6_..:_/ _6_7 ___ _ 

Thi a documenl contain !' neilher n ,rommendatio~s n_or conclusi _ons of the FDI. It is the property of th e FR I nnd 1s to.,n~J to 
your &&ency; it a.nd it a contents 11te not lo be d1str1buted outside your agency. , 
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FC.-'.3 02~ (R ;v . ,;-15 -6q 

t 

Date - 10/ ':J 67 

BEN GOSS, Owner, Operator of th e Big G W t~~ 
Shop ., High way 61, North, _was advised of t he , identitl(;:" <., . 
t he Specia 1 Agents, and the nature of the c ontact. GO:: . .,, 
st a te d that he had - been the owner of the ni ght club call~r! 
t he Plaza Club which was located , ).eft to th e Dixie La~ , a 
bowli ng alley on the Vidalia--Ferrida ·y Highway . 

· GOSS advised that he leased the pr emises to 
numerous unidentified persons, and he had no r ec ollection 
as to who . operated the club during July, 1964. He atl~Ji.cec 
t hat he was seldom there. He did not obser ve any 1eri~ e~ 
pa r ked for an extended period in the vicinity of the eli.10 
nor did he observe or hear of any unusual acti vi t i~s ir: tr.e; 
area. He further advised that JOSEPH EDWARDS is uolr.nc;·,.-"'n. 
to him. 

· I 
# 

Gpss stated that JAMES GOSS, a Loui s i ana Prob~t ; ~~ 
Officer, is . not related to him and is unknown to hie!.. 

New Or l ea c_s ~ - ~:;:; 

I I N t h M1• ss1.· ssippi ___ _ Fi' le # Jack s on 44 - 55 :- 10 5 6 7 at -=..:=a-=-=-c~e_z,L, ----~ - _ __ 

SAs MERRlMAN D. DIVEN and 
y -GEORGE F • BENZ /MOD :jl.s 10/6/6 

Dat e dic ta ted -- - ------

-,. document cont a ins nei ther recommendations nor conclusi _ons of the rBI. It is the property of the Fil 
Ytlllr agen.::r, it and its contents ~e not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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