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Investigation of JAMES BUFORD GOSS,
Louisiana Probation Officer who
Threatened JOSEPH EDWARDS
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

9/14/67Date

JAMES BUFORD GOSS was contacted at his office
located at 1403 Fairfield Avenue, Shreveport, Louisiana.
At the outset of the interview he was advised of the personal
and official identities of the Special Agents,
a copy of a statement of his constitutional rights and this
statement was read aloud to him by SA DIVEN.
waiver of rights section of this form.

0

He stated that he knew that the contacting Agents
were Special Agents of the FBI as soon as he saw them, and
indicated that he observed SA DIVEN in that capacity in some
prior unrecalled occasion. He stated that he was not
particularly expecting a contact by Special Agents of the FBI,
but in his line of work as a probation officer for the
State of Louisiana, contact by the FBI is an always present
possibility these days.

He voluntarily furnished information concerning what
he stated was his entire knowledge of JOSEPH EDWARDS and
related incidents.

He was furnished

He signed the

s

\

At the conclusion of this interview, he agreed
to sign a written statement incorporating this information.
Before the statement was completed for his reading and

- signature, he appeared with JACK KAPLAN, an attorney affiliated
with Abramson, Maroun, and Kaplan, 311 Sklar Building,
Shreveport, Louisiana, with telephone number 422-3248. GOSS
stated that he had engaged KAPLAN to represent him in view of
the serious nature of the investigation.

The complete statement was read aloud by SA DIVEN
as KAPLAN followed the written statement. GOSS indicated
desired changes which were immediately made. He initialed

New Orleans 44-2293
Jackson 44-2044
Jackson 44-65at Shreveport. Louisiana9/12/67 File #On

SAs MERRIMAN D. DIVEN and
PATRICK R. COONEY 9/13/67/HDD:jIs . Date dictated
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the corrections, added a paragraph in his own handwriting
stating that he had read the statement, and signed the
statement with the approval of his attorney.

*

This statement reads as follows:

%

$

*

"Shreveport, La.
"September 12, 1967

••

%

"I, James Buford\[6oss, make the following
free and voluntar^̂ tatement t° Patrick R. Cooney
and Merriman D. Diven, who have identified themselves
to me as Special Agents of the FBI. SA Diven
furnished a copy of a statement of my constitutional
rights and read this form aloud. I have executed
a waiver of these rights.

#

%

%

"I was born on June 24« 1920, in Vienna,
I reside with my wife, Kathryn Wolfe

Goss at 3236 Sarah_S.tr.e.e.t Bos.sa.-er̂ C-it̂ ._Louisiana.
I am employed as a Probation Officer # 1 at
Shreveport, Louisiana, by the Louisiana Department
of Public Welfare.

t
»

Louisiana.
I

4

%

*While I was working in the same capacity
beginning in March, 1964, in Tallulah, Louisiana,
I worked every Monday and Wednesday in the office.
On Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, I was out of
the .office.
over-night in either Catahoula Parish or Concordia
Parish.
the parishes at the following motels beginning with
the most preferred:

t

I was required to spend every Thursday

I usually preferred to stay in one of

V
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Shamrock Motel, Vidalia, La."1.»
ft

ft

•ft
ft

Patricia Motor Hotel, Ferriday, La."2.
>

ft
% %%

Catahoula Courts, Jonesville, La,"3.%

*
)

i

%

"I £pent every Thursday in one of the above
motels. I believe that the first time I stayed at
the Shamrock, I met a Negro porter, Joseph Edwards,
and I believe that it was his first night on the
job too. This would have been around March, 1964.
Edwards provided good service and was very friendly.
I attempted to get information from him as to the
location of persons I wanted to contact. He
exhibited a cooperative attitude, but never actually
gave me any information. I usually checked in
anywhere from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

%

*.

ft

i

l

"I never heard that Joseph Edwards everj£
arranged any dates for prostitutes. He never
solicited any dates for me.

$

Ityhile I was assigned to Tallulah, my wife
continued to live in Bossier City except for the
months of June, July, and August, 1964, when she.

lived with me and our son, Steve, (age 16 yrs. at

present) in an apartment at 409 N. Mulberry Street,
Tallulah. My daughter, Virginia Kay Tarbutton and
her husband reside at 1353 Mark Street, Bossier
City. Virginia is 26 years of age.

"However, while spending Thursdays at the
Shamrock Motel, I met a young girl, Iona Perry,
the registration clerk and telephone operator at

the motel. She was just about my daughter's age,
/

.
t
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but had to wear braces on each leg and use
crutches to get around. I was at first attracted
by her courage and her determination to work and
earn her own way. Later, this interest changed
to love and during my association with her from
the Spring of 1964 and thru May, 1965, I once
considered divorcing my wife and marrying Iona.
I gave her an engagement ring that she apparently
still has. Since May, 1965, I caw her a few time_
before the last time, June 24,
according to my records pertaining to probationer
Johnnie Goocher, I stopped by the Jefferson Davis
Hospital where Iona is employed and visited her.
I was transporting Goocher and went out of my way
to see how she was. Her mother and father were
also visiting her at the time.

"With regard to my association with Iona
during July 1964, I recall that upon checking in at
the motel, she started to cry. She refused to
explain the reason for this. I picked her up after
she got off from work, sometime between 9:00 p.m.
and 9:30 p.m. I was driving my 1962 'bluish *

Chevy II. After crossing the Mississippi River
Bridge, she told me that she had left her
switchboard and v?as passing through a back storage
room when Joe Edwards grabbed her arms and kissed
her on her lips. She said she screamed and he
ran out of the motel office. I do not remember
for sure, but I believe that the incident happened
earlier that night or the night before.

1967, which
/

l
<

I

/

"l believe that we stopped at the A & W for
some refreshments. I took her to her apartment
on Jefferson Street, Natchez, Mississippi, and
left about 10:00 to 10:30 p.m. en route to the

26'
/

Docld:59168577NW#:9008



NO 44-2293

I inquired of the registrationShamrock Motel,
clerk, either a man or young boy, about Joe Edwards'
whereabouts. I was told that Joe had already left

I was very mad at Edwards for histhe motel.
insult to Iona and If I would have found him that
night I would have beat him with my hands. I do
not believe as a law enforcement officer that I
would have killed him.

"I believe that I got a cup of coffee at
Jack's Restaurant at the Mobile Service Station.
I do not recall who, if anyone, was there; but I
suppose Jack was there., working. I did not
mention Edwards 1 insult to Iona, because Iona
was too embarrassed about the incident and did not
want it discussed.

"I returned to the motel room, most likely
the room straight down from the motel . office or
room # 33. I awoke at 7:30 a.m. and probably had
breakfast at the Shamrock. I was usually served
by a waitress whose husband had had some difficulties
with the law and who had resided in the jail
house in back of the Shell Service Station in
Ferriday.

"I went to the courthouse because of some
cases coming up. While at the Concordia Parish
Courthouse, I met Chief Bud Spinks, Vidalia
Police Department. I reported the incident
concerning Edwards and Iona to him. Spinks was
in his uniform at the time. Spinks said he
would look into it. Two Vidalia police officers
in civilian clothing, because they were in a
different jurisdiction, went to Iona's apartment
that day or the next day. I do not know if
Chief Spinks was one of these two officers or not.

!
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SIMCNTON stated that she was never contacted by
any police officers who were looking for PERRY and she
never heard that any police officers ever contacted PERRY
for any reason. * » A *i-

Mrs. SIMOOTON stated that she bad no other
recollections concerning PERRY during that period in
that she herself had a serious health problem in 1963 and
1964 and could not maintain her equilibrium.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

9/25/67 • *&?Date

iKATIE CARTER, 416 South Union Street , was contacted
and advised of the identities of the interviewing Agents.
She provided the following information:

CARTER stated that in 1964, she was working at
answering service for Mrs. SIMONTON, Jefferson Street ,
Natchez , Mississippi. CARTER stated that IONA PERRY also
lived on Jefferson Street with s roommate in an apartment
rented from Mrs. SIMONTON.

.-I

*-

an

CARTER stated that she had heard from SIMONTON
that some police officers had come one morning to visit
PERRY. CARTER stated that she did not know how SIMONTON
learned of this visit. CARTER stated that at the time
police officers came , she was up town and she did not
see the police officers.

% • .
i\4-
i

CARTER stated that according to SIMONTON, Vidalia
Chief of Police SPINKS and two Natchez police officers, one
of whom may have been Captain WISNER, paid the visit to
PERRY. SPINKS was the one who wanted to see PERRY and the
Natchez police officers only went along because SPINKS had
no jurisdiction in Natchez. The matter concerned something
that happened in Vidalia , Louisiana.

** \

CARTER stated that either the same day or the next
day, PEPJIY was visited by JAMES GOSS, her boyfriend from
Louisiana.

CARTER stated that shortly after the visit of the
police officers , PERRY left her job at the Shamrock Motel
in Vidalia , Louisiana .

New Orleans 44-2293
Jackson 44-659 / 23/67 a t Natchez , MississippiOn Fi l e #

SA ROBERT 0. DAVIS
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. CURVEY LANDRY, Director, Division of Probationaud Parolo, Welfare Division, State of Louisiana, advisedfollows concerning JAMES B, GOSS:

GOSS has been employed with the Louisiana State
Division of Probation and Parolo since August 21, 1961. HQ
was first employed as a welfare visitor out of the Shreveport
Louisiana, Office. He transferred to Tallulah, Louisiana to’
position of Probation Officer 1, on March 9, 1964. *

at that location until May 3, 1965,
to Hew Orleans, Louisiana,
Public Assistance Division.
1965, as Probation Officer 1.
on November 15, 1S65,
that date.

Mr
as

He remained
at which time ho transferred

as Welfare Case Supervisor in the ’

Ho returned to Tallulah, on June 14,
He transferred to Shreveport,

and has remained at that location since •

•r

m

GOSS has always driven his own car while on duty as
he was not assigned an automobile by tho department where he

was not issued a firearm,
K© is allowed to use

There is no record maintained

was employed. He furthermore,
emergency light, or siron for his car.
his own sidearm while on duty,
of the type or description of the sidearm.

r̂ -GCSS was formerly employed by the United States Atomic
Energy Commission as an administrative assistant from October,
1954, until December, 1955,
was assigned as Material Coordinator
Energy Commission,
September, 1955.

at Bossier City, Louisiana.
with the United States Atomic

Bossier City, in December, 1954, until

He - I

From October, 1958, until January, 1959, G03S operated
a service station at 2201 Benton Road, Bossier City, Louisiana.

He was employed with the United States Post Office in
Bossier City, from February, 1959, until September, 1959, at
which time he transferred to the Texarkana Terminal with the
United States Post Office (not further identified). He remained

i

9/11/67 HO 44-2293Baton Rouge, LouisianaOn File#

Dote dictated 9/1A*/67RA FARI, R ,by
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there until October, 1959, at v/hich time he moved back to
Shreveport, Louisiana, as Sub-distribution Clerk with the
United States Post Oflice. lie left the Post Office in August,1901, and became employed by the State of Louisiana, as previouslystated.

The personnel file relative to GOSS does not show
that any disciplinary action has been taken against GOSS while
employed by the State of Louisiana.

Periodic rating forms indicate GOSS to be a conscien-tious employee, although supervisor t s comment on last rating,
1966, fstated that GOSS should not let his personal life affect
his employment.

*

LANDRY advised that he does not know GOSS well. lie
recalled that GOSS talks with a low voice and seems to be very
easy going. He did not know GOSS’ feeling regarding the racial
situation.

GOSS is described as follow's:

Race White
Lorn June 24, 1920,

Vienna, Louisiana
Height 616’
Weight 250 pounds
Hair *..Brown
Eyes Blue
Marital status Married at time of

application with State.
KATHRYN EUGENIAV/ife:

WOLFE GOSS.
Ouachita Parish HighEducation

Monroe, Louisiana;School,
fReceived BAgraduate.

Degree from Louisiana
LouisianaKuston,Tech •)

52
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

9/25/67Date

PETE MORALES , Star Route , Box 95, Ferriday,
Louisiana , resides northwest of the Dixie Lanes Bowling
Alley on the opposite side of the railroad tracks.

MORALES was advised of the identities of the
interviewing Agents and the nature of the contact ,
stated that he is currently working as a laborer for theJoseph Freund Contractors, Vidalia , Louisiana.

During 1964 , he was employed as a porter at theDixie Lanes Bowling Alley, Vidalia - Ferriday Highway.
He finished his work at the bowling alley at approxi-mately 6:00 p.m. and usually retired early.

He stated that JOSEPH EDWARDS was unknown to him
and EDWARDS was not known to be an employee of the Dixie
Lanes Bowling Alley. MORALES advised that he has no recol-lection of seeing a car with a flashing red light halt
another vehicle on the Vidalia - Ferriday Highway in the
proximity of the bowling alley. Neither does he have any
recollection of observing a white over green Buick which
had been abandoned in the same area during July, 1964.

He

—

MORALES stated that he is acquainted with JAMES
GOSS, Louisiana Probation Officer , as a result of being
on probation for non-support charges. v .

MORALES stated that GOSS usually drove a 1958
blue car with a \7hite top which was believed to be a Dodge
and a 1962 Chevy II which was white in color. He advised
that GOSS was never observed driving a 1963 or 1964 white
Oldsmobile , nor did he ever contact MORALES with a female
companion.

N

"v

New Orleans 44-2293
Jackson 44-659 / 20 /67 at Ferriday. LouisianaOn File tf
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adVised that WARDELL TURNER was known to

the bowling alley during 1964 and usually
TURNER resides on Dody

MORALES
re worked at
:ked from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
?d, Ferriday, and currently drives a school bus.
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MORALES advised that WARDELL TURNER was known tohave worked at the bowling alley during 1964 and usually
worked from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. TURNER resides on DodyRoad, Ferriday, and currently drives a school bus.
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%

9/ 25/67Date

Deputy Sheriff THOMAS N. SMITH, Madison Parish
Sheriff ’s Office , advised that he is personally acquainted
with JAMES GOSS as a Louisiana Probation Officer but because
of GOSS ’ personality, he had reservations concerning his
opinion of GOSS. He could cite no specific basis for his
evaluation of GOSS except that he observed GOSS in the
Holiday Capri Motel Lounge on a number of occasions drink-
ing; however , GOSS was never drunk.

*

SMITH stated that GOSS never gave him any reason
to believe that he was affiliated with any Klan-type
organization.

GOSS was known to drive a Volkswagen and a
Chevy II but was not known to own or operate a 1963 or
1964 Oldsmobile.

c •

« »

SMITH stated that the only white 1964 Oldsmobile
with whip antennae on the rear with no red dome light nor
police decals in the area around July 4, 1964, was one
owned by the Sheriff ’s Office and operated by the Sheriff .

. SMITH stated that no one except the Sheriff or SMITH ever
drove that vehicle. GOSS never had access to that vehicle .

SMITH stated ha had no knowledge of JOSEPH EDWAFJDS
nor any violation involving EDWARDS at Vidalia , Louisiana.

SMITH advised that DURWOOD WYLHIDE, Route Two,
Talullah, Louisiana , employed by the Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company, is a known member of a Klan-type organi-
zation. WYLHIDE had a white 1963 or 1964 Oldsmobile during
1964 but this vehicle did not have any short-wave radio
equipment or antenna.

5s-

New Orleans 44-2293
.Tackson 44-659 / 21/67 Talullah, Louisiana

SA JOHN D. BRADY
SA MERRIMAN D. DIVEN

On File #
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F E D E R A L B U R E A U O F I N V E S T I G A T I O N

9/ 26 /67D a t e <JACK HEAD , Supervisor , Juvenile Section, Probation
Division , Department of Public Welfare , Talullah, Louisiana ,
advised that GOSS spent approximately three days of each
week in Talullah , Louisiana , during the period that GOSS

employed as an Adult Probation Officer in the Talullah
He was known to have first lived in an efficiencywas

Office.
apartment and later a larger apartment on North Mulberry
Street , Talullah , both apartments believed to be owned by
Mrs. ROY DALE.

The only unusual activities which GOSS was known
to have attended were stag dinners sponsored occasionally
by the personnel of the Department of Welfare. According
to GOSS, he was reluctant to eat fish at these dinners
because he had to exist solely on fish during World War II
when he was separated from the rest of his unit on some
Pacific Island.

/

c

HEAD stated that while GOSS owned a variety of
automobiles , he was not known to have owned or operated a
1963 or 1964 Oldsmobile.

u \

? • *%

New Orleans 44-2293
Jackson 44-63

9/21/67 at Talullah, Louisiana

SA JOHN D . BRADY
SA KERRIMAN D . DIVEN

On File #
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9/ 26 /67Date

<VICTOR MATTHEWS , Juvenile Probation and Parole
Officer , Taiullah , Louisiana , advised that he was acquainted
with JAMES GOSS as a co-worker for approximately one and one-half years. He had formed the impression that GOSS
going and not prone to violence. He had no unfavorable
knowledge concerning GOSS and was much impressed with GOSS
activities with a scout troop in Bossier City , Louisiana .

was easy
I

MATTHEWS advised that GOSS had a number of cars
but was not known to have owned or operated a 1963 or 1964
white Oldsmobile.

( j

i
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9/ 26/67Date

<WILL STOTHART , Ten Caledonia Street , Tallulah,
Louisiana , was interviewed at the office of the Probation
and Parole , Tallulah, Louisiana , and he was advised of the
identity of the interviewing Agent as well as the nature
of the investigation. He voluntarily furnished the
following information:

%

He stated that he was acquainted with JAMES GOSS,
as he formerly worked with him at the Probation and Parole
Office in Tallulah and further that they had both worked
the same area , that is, Concordia and Catahoula Parishes ,
Louisiana .

He advised that almost immediately after he
started to work at the Probation and Parole Office , he
began to stay overnight with GOSS at Vidalia , Louisiana .
He stated that as he can best recall , he started his
employment in October of 1964.

He stated that he does not ever recall GOSS
talking about his knowledge of a Negro man being killed
in the area , although he does recall some person at an
unrecalled place , either the Shamrock Motel or the King
Hotel, saying something about a Negro man and a white
woman going together , but he did not pay any attention
to the exact nature of the remarks. He stated that he
could not ever remember about what month or time of day
these remarks were made , but he believed that he was with
GOSS when he heard the remarks. He stated that he has
stayed with GOSS on several occasions at the Shamrock Motel
in Vidalia , Louisiana , and they stayed at the motel on
Thursday nights as their work schedule called for them
to be out overnight on Thursday nights.

J;

New Orleans 44-22939 / 22 /67 at Tallulah, Louisiana File #On

9/25/67/blwby SA JOHN D . BRADY Date d ic ta ted
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He advised that the name JOE EDWARDS means
nothing to him and he does not recall GOSS ever mentioning
the name to him. He stated that he did not know that
GOSS was going with a girl who had been employed at the
Shamrock Motel as GOSS usually kept his personal affairs
to himself. i

STOTHART further advised that he does not recall
GOSS ever owning or having access to a 1963 or 1964 white
Oldsmobile. He stated that GOSS had several automobiles
but none such as a white Oldsmobile.

o

He stated that GOSS was the type of person who
did not get close to any of his associates and none of
the men at the office were very well acquainted with his
activities after working hours. He advised that he
certainly knew of no extra activities of GOSS while they
stayed together on Thursday nights at Vidal?\a, Louisiana.

* f

He further stated that he did not know GOSS to
be friendly with any of the law enforcement officers of
Concordia Parish and he never saw GOSS associate with
them after working hours. He stated that he did not know
GOSS to be friendly with Chief BUD SPINKS of the Vidalia
Police Department.

-C•••
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F E D E R A L B U R E A U O F I N V E S T I G A T I O N

9/ 26 /67Date

HOWARD S. WILLIAMS , Supervisor , Adult Probation
Office , Department of Public Welfare , Talullah, Division ,
advised that he was acquainted with JAMES GOSS while GOSS
was employed at that office as Probation Officer No. One.

WILLIAMS stated that GOSS never discussed his
personal life but it was generally known that he was having
some marital difficulties.

The most unusual thing about GOSS, according to
WILLIAMS, was his affinity for having numerous cars. During
the time he was associated with the Talullah Probation
Office, he had approximately six different vehicles but
none of them was a 1963 or 1964 white Oldsmobile.

GOSS was not known to belong to any Klan-type
organization; however , he was a member of an international
fraternal organization. '

WILLIAMS stated that the only unusual thing that
GOSS ever told him was that an FBI Agent had followed him
one night while working. He stated that he was making a
night call on a probationer and noticed a car following
him. After a while , he stopped and went back and talked
to the FBI Agent who indicated that they were interested
in cars operating in that area but the reason for their
interest was not stated.

WILLIAMS advised that JAMES GOSS worked under
his direction from early 1964 through early 1965 when
GOSS was transferred to a better position in New Orleans.
After a few months , GOSS , at his own request , was returned
to the Talullah Office and a short time later was transferred
to the Shreveport Office.

J

New Orleans 44-2293
Jackson 44-659 / 21/67 Talullah, Louisiana
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

9/ 26 /67Date

HOWARD S. WILLIAMS , Supervisor , Adult Probation
Office , Department of Public Welfare , Talullah, Division
advised that he was acquainted with JAMES GOSS while GOSS
was employed at that office as Probation Officer No. One.

WILLIAMS stated that GOSS never discussed his
personal life but it was generally known that he was having
some marital difficulties.

The most unusual thing about GOSS, according to
WILLIAMS, was his affinity for having numerous
the time he was associated with the Talullah Probation
Office, he had approximately six different vehicles but
none of them was a 1963 or 1964 white Oldsmobile.

cars. During

GOSS was not known to belong to any Klan-type
organization; however , he was a member of an international
fraternal organization.

WILLIAMS stated that the only unusual thing that
GOSS ever told him was that an FBI Agent had followed him
one night while working. He stated that he was making a
night call on a probationer and noticed a car following
him. After a while, he stopped and went back and talked
to the FBI Agent who indicated that they were interested
in cars operating in that area but the reason for their
interest was not stated.

WILLIAMS advised that JAMES GOSS worked under
his direction from early 1964 through early 1965 when
GOSS was transferred to a better position in New Orleans.
After a few months , GOSS , at his own request , was returned
to the Talullah Office and a short time later was transferred
to the Shreveport Office.

New Orleans 44-2293
Jackson 44-65Talullah, LouisianaOn Fi le tt —

SA JOHN D. BRADY
9/23/67SA MSRRIMAN D . DIVEN MDD /b iwby Date dictated
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i

WILLIAMS stated that neither his knowledge of
personal life nor his official duties gave him

character.
»GOSS

reason to question GOSS
any

f

WILLIAMS advised he recalls going to New Orleans
with GOSS and picking up a probation violator by the
of CHARLES H. BROWN *

for BROWN was held October 16, 1964.
LEOPOLDINE, was employed at the Shamrock Cafe,
showed that her mother was ULESTRA TRIBUS of Vienna, Austria.
Her father, KARL HEJKOL, was deceased. Mrs. BROWN had two
children and resided at 408 South Spruce Street, Vidalia,
Louisiana, as of December 14, 1964.

name
Records show that the first trial

BROWN’s wife,
Records

WILLIAMS stated that CHARLES BROWN was found
guilty of probation violation and non-support. He was
returned to jail and GOSS made several efforts to have
him removed to the Veterans Administration Hospital in
Biloxi, Mississippi, for acute alcoholism.

WILLIAMS advised that Mrs. DONNA THOMPSON,
Court Clerk, Vidalia, Louisiana, may be able to furnish
information concerning LEOPOLDINE BROWN.

WILLIAMS stated that the file shows th2t GOSS
corresponded with Mrs. CALTIE BROWN, Route. One, Evergreen,
Alabama, concerning the disposition of the case involving
CHARLES BROWN. GOSS showed in the file that he offered to
take BROWN to the Veterans Administration Hospital in
Biloxi, Mississippi, at GOSS * own expense.

WILLIAMS also recalled that GOSS related an
incident that he saw or was reported to him by Mrs. RICHARD
VAN MATRE of Winnsboro,
mation furnished by GOSS,
Vidalia,
VAN MATRE and transported to Winnsboro where the probationer

Louisiana. According to the infor-
a crippled employee of a motel in

Louisiana, was picked up by probationer RICHARD
t

(\
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confronted his wife with this girl. The girl became
hysterical over her involvment in this marital difficulty.WILLIAMS did not have any additional information concerning
this incident.V

WILLIAMS made available the following personnel
and official records concerning JAMES GOSS:

Expense Account Vouchers - April 1, 1964, through
November 10, 1965

Daily Travel Log - July 2, 1964, through
July 31, 1964

.. Mr. WILLIAMS stated that the Daily Travel Logsare destroyed after three years. All travel logs for
June, 1964, and prior thereto have been destroyed. He wasadvised that such records may be of interest at a laterdate and he was requested to preserve all GOSS 1 records.WILLIAMS stated that he would maintain these records for
at least one more year and if additional time is required,he would keep them longer if so instructed by the FBI.

66
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9/25/67Date :

LAMAR LOE, Owner and Operator of Lamar T. Loe ,
Talullsh, Louisiana , stated that his agency sells

Chevrolets , Oldsmobiles , and Pontlacs in Talulleh. His
Vicksburg , Mississippi, auto company also sells Buicks
and Cadillacs. LOE pointed out that the decals identify-
ing the automobile agency selling the vehicles were red in
color and glued to either the left side of the rear bumper
or the lower left side of the trunk. The decals of his
agencies show the name Lamar T. Loe , Inc., and either
Talullah, Louisiana , or Vicksburg, Mississippi, depending
on the location of the selling agency. LOE stated that
his agencies stopped using chrome metal agency identifi-
cation emblems around 1960.

Inc • y

He advised that his records concerning the sales
of 1963 and 1964 Oldsmobiles could not be checked on that date
in view of the fact that the instant date was the first public
showing of all new General Motors models and his office and
staff were extremely busy. He stated that making a search
of his files on that date wo,uld impose an extreme hardship
on his operation. LOE stated that he would have his
personnel start to search his records for this information
in a few days.

LOE stated from his recollection, he knew that
LLOYD H. PERKINS, Waterproof , Louisiana , purchased a 1964
white Oldsmobile but this vehicle had been wrecked sometime
since 1964.

New Orleans 44-2293
Jackson 44-63On 9 / 21/ 67

SA JOHN D. BRADY
SA MERRIHAN D. DIVEN

at Talullah , Louisiana Fi le #
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9/ 26/67Date

LLOYD H. PERKINS , Box 415 , Waterproof , Louisiana ,
telephone number 3982 , was interviewed at the Sheriff ’s
Office , Talullah , Louisiana.

PERKINS stated that during 1964, he owned a
Dynamic Oldsmobile Eighty-Eight , white in color , with a
single AM radio antenna on the right rear. He advised
that the antenna was the usual type mounted on pleasure

and he had no short-wave radio equipment.cars

PERKINS advised that JOSEPH EDWARDS was unknown
to him and he had no knowledge concerning any missing Negro
porter in the vicinity of Vidalia , Louisiana. PERKINS
stated that if an Oldsmobile were involved and the incident
occurred at Vidalia , Louisiana , it is his opinion Chief BUD
SPINKS , Vidalia Police Department , would have been involved
in the incident . PERKINS stated he believed SPINKS to be -
capable of any violence to a Negro.

PERKINS also suggested that H. T. "TATE” POOLE,
a former Vidalia Police Department Officer , around 1964
had a white Oldsmobile and has the propensity for violence .
In addition, POOLE is the arch enemy of Chief SPINKS and
may furnish information in the event SPINKS is involved .

PERKINS further advised that he himself was acquainted
with JAMES GOSS around the end of 1964 and early 1965. He
recalled that GOSS and he had attempted to assist J. M. FORMAN ,
a former Deputy Sheriff , who currently resides in Jonesville ,
Louisiana . At that time , FORMAN was attempting to obtain the
position that GOSS held at that time and was relinquishing
to obtain a supervisory position in New Orleans ,
advised that he did not know the degree of the association
between GOSS and FORMAN but he knew that GCSS had expended

PERKINS

f

New Orleans 44-2293
Jackson 44-659 / 21/67On at Talullah. Louisiana File U
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. In response to your Inquiry concerning alarge magnet In the price range of $38/ the Laboratoryhas determined there is available a magnet which weighs15 3/4 pounds and is capable of lifting 350 pounds.This magnet can be procured through Edmund ScientificCompany, Barrington, New Jersey, 08807. Their cataloguenumber is 85*152 and the magnet is priced at $33.60.i •

you should communicate with the Newark Divisionfor specific details concerning this magnet, and youshould thereafter submit your recommendations , to theBureau.
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, 2/ NOTE: In response to prior request, JN division wasSI authorized to spend up to $200 to hire ,scuba divers to searchI for skeletal remains of Joseph Edwards, a Negro missing sinceJ[ 7/12/64, who was reportedly murdered by Klansmen at the
instigation of police officer. Efforts by scuba diving team
were unproductive and JN advised 8/24/67 that no/tfiirtherefforts were being made in that regard. JN'.driquired of the
Lab as to magnet in approximate price, rarigeiof $38 being
sent directly to the Natchez Resident Agency. Lab furnished
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AIRMAIL
A I R T E L' mi ( P r ior i t y )V i anli DIRECTOR , FBI

ATTENTION:
TO:•» FBI

* —* *
:>FSAC, JACKSONF R

m W

*

' ^ /

SUBJECTS ;
’EDWARDS - VICTIMUNKN

* JOSE

*- «. * * C I V I L RIGHTS99

V

: Jackson airtel , 9/15/67;
Bureau teletype , 9/25/67 .Re31

*
I F o r the purpose of our investigation, a large

magnet of a type advertised in the New York Times , Sunday
edition, about six months ago, at a price of" about $38
would be more useful to us than a $150 a day diver with
,fPINGER. M We no longer have the publications available
which advertised this type of magnet nor are we aware of
the surplus houses that distribute this merchandise .

* • * •

If the laboratory has such a magnet or knows
where one can be secured for $38, it would be most useful
in our investigation at Deer Park Lake, Louisiana. Our *

interest in securing this magnet at this time lies in the
fact that the lake has reached a low level probably for
the year and our explorations would be easier at this time
than at any other time of year.

f «r* #

I
If the laboratory is able to do so, we would

appreciate having a magnet of this type being sent directly
'to „the Natchez Resident Agency, . Post Office Box 1126, ZMcOlof

^ctfatchezy Mississippi, 3912<£}(.]J~ : ^ *

m i . n / *
*\ -•' ^* Bureau * '» • . i

2 - Jackson 1' •
• i

^ jAa/biw . «

(5 ) { L• » \
<

Approved;

Special Agent in Charge
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_

URGENT 1 _ «1* c°nradMr % McDonough

»

TO: SAC, JACKSON fltCr 32.
%

DIRECTOR, FBI
UNSOBS; JOSEPH EDWARDS ^VIC ft*,

REURAIRTEL SEPTEMBER FIFTEEN LAST.'

%
ft«FROM:

%

P II ITHE LABORATORY HAS DETERMINED THERE 18 AVAt• • • *

DEVICE CALLED ?HB "PINGER" WHICH IS A RMA» T,
• ' ’ *-V- .•*«! .

SONAR UNIT DEVISED TO BE OPERATED BY A

t
1

iABU^A-t
I

BAUD-
SCUBA DIVER WHILE

UNDER WATER AND THAT THERE IS A COMPANY IN MORGitf CITYo5

MA;

J>;i :*
• *

*:
i

*»

•• c

I
f

** ’«

CALLED" OCEAN SYSTEMS, INCORPORATED, WHICH.WJLL£> - /I cv0

/>
*

PROVIDE A DIVER EQUIPPED WITH THIS AT ONE HUNDRED FIFTY
w - - •> <*. CL-

DOLLARS A DAYJ THE LABORATORY ALSO DBTERHIRED- THAT^THE

u.1 8.1 NAVY SALVAGE DIVISION IN WASHINGTON, D? C.% IS

EQUIPPED WITH THESE DEVICES

THIS IS FURNISHED

»

%

OS J

•4

X

IN RESPONSE TO YOUR INQUIRY
•*

mm nmiBEB-OTMis u* wmma> turn WESE

TOD SHODLB EOWISB COKPLETE josTinctno»
\* •

////% AND IN THE 1
4

-VV• w * • .

LINES
• » *

t
* • »

• * .J

AND INGLUDB YOUR RECOMMENDATIONS.wzm
I

B •
# A

A

t •
t %
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%vn I %
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BIMUNICATIONS SECTION:;
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Bishop
Casper
Callahan
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Rosen' —
Sullivan
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Teie . Room
-oi®es

i*, * *Il/> **-
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©

%

I
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N

*
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i
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»
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Ga*td>

Docld:59168578
• 9008



Jt ^o
_

«

m
f

*
*• ,'v •. •

:••

i
/

*

. In response to a prior request the JN Division
authorized to spend up to $200 to hire scuba divers

to search for skeletal remains of Joseph Edwards, a
Negro missing since 7/12/64, who was reportedly murdered
by Klansmen at the instigation of police officer. The
efforts by the scuba diving team were unproductive
and JN advised 8/24/67, that no further efforts were being
made in that regard. JN inquired of the Lab whether
other such searching devices were available*

Baker to Conrad 9/22/67*
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UNITED STATES GO\ JNMENT 7

Memorandum
Mre Com4W/

Tolson
BeLooch .
Mohr
Bishop __
Gasp^t

_
Gallahon
Conrad _
F*l\Gale
Boson#

_
TO

September 22, 1957DATE.

FROM A. J. er Troli^f
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

l

SUBJECT :
i

1
••

\

about the size of a refrigerator or steel barrel. Based on information furnishedto the Jackson Office, skeletal remains are in a

• *

»

\
l
1

/ 1
4 X

container of this description.
r-: . The Radio Engineering Section, through established contacts,C-fiasui

determined that there is available a device called the ’Tinger," which is"a small
hand-held sonar unit designed to be operated by a scuba diver while under water.
Further inquiry reveals that there is a company in Morgan City, Louisitha,^* -
Ocean Systems, Inc., which will provide a diver equipped with this at $150 a day.
It was also determined that the U. S. Navy Salvage Division is equipped^ith..^
these devices.. • > /

division and in
ro

^• The above type of equipment appears to be the most feasible approach
to this problem, and if the facts warrant further effort in this regard, assistance

by the U.ilS. Navy could be explored by the Liaison Section of tiie Domestic
Intelligence Division, or authority could be given the Jackson Office for

expenditure of funds to contract for this service

;
i

Captain W. F. Searle, Jr., is the officer in charge of this
his absence, Lt. Commander Howard S. Placchi can be contacted.1

an
°n 101 W- ^ 6^ <w - //

32.
*

ACTION: 15 Ui
)<of the

information and action by the Civil Rights Sectu
• mFor the

General Investigative Division. J4
1

3 SEP 29 19677

I

1 - Mr. Mohr
1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Silllivan
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Baker
1 - Mr. Stevens

cy (8)

i

1'

7*s? a *'E l .01
I A -I *

WGS:bw
\
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NEW ORLEANS
:
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IAT NEW ORLEANS. 10UISIANA.. Will continue attempts
I throughTThe persons- at telephoneto contact |

number [ L O t
I'J 1
\ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED J None . • I

\ACQUIT-
TALS
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I
I, t \

SEP>*8 1967IS 1
» t 2

NotationsRecord of Attached‘Reporti Di ssemination
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Copy fo: - V i s.’ Attorney, Shreveport, Louisiana1
%

t

Report of: SA JOSEPH M.; AV IGNORE °m«. NEW ORLEANSDate: SEPTEMBER 16, 1967A

Field Office File #: NO 44-2293 Bureau Fi le #:

\

Title: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;
JOSEPH EDWARDS - VICTIM

FOIA (b) ( 7 ) - ( D)

CIVIL RIGHTS

BERNICE CONNER, mother of JOSEPH EDWARDS, has
not received any further information from!

L regarding a mhite
preacher . from Clayton, Louisiana, vho allegedly
had some information regarding the fate of

i
i

JOE EDWARDS.;
.

•. * - P -
%

IS loFBI andot the
the propertyIt isof the FBI *
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9/16/67Date.

it
• •

«... ...Louisiana ,

CONKER advised that she is th© mother ofJOSEPH EDWARDS.1 . She stated that she ms the person whohad been .contacted by the FBI in Natchez , Bississippi
about two weeks ago.V v $

» .*•

FOIA(b)(1) ( D )...
••• :

: * »

IV‘.'

\ who cc
persons at telephone number I
received any further information regarding a whit©
preacher from Clayton, Louisiana , who allegedly had some
information Indicating that something terrible had
happened to JOB BDW4BDS *)

i . . .« . ..
**

* CONNER stated that she had givenl
telephone number of the FBI Office in New u
had told her to contact this office if she obtained any
additional informations

••4

the
and she had not%3
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Date:transmit 9/15/67the following in
( Type in plaintextVia% AIRTEL ' or code )

AIRMAIL
( P riori ty )9

IP J|
A

0 : DIRECTOR, FBI
%

SAC, JACKSON (44-65)

A« ATTENIION:* FBI LABORATORYROM:
9

UNSUB\s TJOSEPH rSD
VICTIM

IN

WARDS, aka -9*

' Q CR
00: NEW ORLEANS

if

dated 8/ lSJ/fU^Rnriat0 ?ure®u from Inspector JOSEPH— «*iSS3
\

A..SULLIVAN
and

at New Orleans.
h On 8/24/67, scuba divers encountered deep silt andnon-metallic snag& in the area of the protewhich delayed thesearch and exhausted their air supply. They advised that the" 35 foot depth of the water and muddy conditions cut thevisibility at the bottom of the river to zero.

\

30IIBL.
* 9 // MILTON BOOTH, Commercial fisherman operating in thearea of the search, advised on 9/14/67, that the depth of thewater at the time of the search*

t y
*

f
1 was approximately 30 feet. He
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lDate: 9 / 15/ 67 i
i %Transmit the following in I
l( T y p e i n p l a i n t e x t o r c o d e )

IAIRTEL ‘

AIRMAIL i
( P r i o r i t y )

l 4
1J

J

* 0: DIRECTOR, FBI ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORYjP"'*'

*4fcL

ROM: SAC, JACKSON (44-65)
\

UNSUB;
JOSEPH
VICTIM

AWARDS, aka
f

CR
00: NEW ORLEANSH

2
%

Re airtel to Bureau from Inspector JOSEPH A..SULLIVAN
dated 8/19/67; Bureau airtel to Jackson dated 8/ 23/ 67; and
report of SA MERRIMAN D. DIVEN dated 9/1/67 at New Orleans.

»

\
iidd, conditions cut tin

the bottom of the river to zero.

MILTON BOOTH, Commercial fisherman of the
of the search, advised °\9/14/f * Ornately 30 feet. -of the search was approximatery

\

visibility at
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water at the time\
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IDate: 9/15/67 iTransmit the following in I
I

( T y p e i n p l a i n t e x t o r c o d e ) \

AIRTEL '

AIRMAIL l
I( P r i o r i t y )
I--J

0: DIRECTOR, FBI ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY
*ROM: SAC, JACKSON (44-65)

UNSUB;
JOSEPHEDWARDS, aka
VICTIM
CR
00: NEW ORLEANS

Re airtel to Bureau from Inspector JOSEPH A., SULLIVAN
dated 8/19/67; Bureau airtel to Jackson dated 8/ 23/67; and
report of SA MERRIMAN D. DIVEN dated 9/1/67 at New Orleans.

On 8/24/67, scuba divers encountered deep silt and
non-metallie snag& in t;he area of the probe which delayed the

They advised that thesearch and exhausted their air supply.
30 - 35 foot depth of the water and muddy conditions cut the
visibility at the bottom of the river to zero.

MILTON BOOTH, Commercial fisherman operating in the

area of the search, advised on 9/14/67, that the depth of the

water at the time of the search was approximately 30 feet. 13He

. £ V2'3/ - Bureau A

2293) (Info) . T
•-» • i L ** ’ 4 #

• New Orleans (44*
2 - Jackson
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JN 44-65

lHiiigS”
The scuba diving team that assisted, in prior

explorations on the river bottom suggested that the searchfor a metal container could be enormously accelerated by
employing a large magnet which would affix itself to metal
objects on the river bottom, and that diving would only be
necessary in those spots where the magnet attached itself to
objects on the bottom. Magnets of this type are advertised
in surplus stores from time to time according to the divers.

i

It appears possible that the FBI Laboratory has
had prior experience with searches requiring the use of
magnet detectors which could be suspended from ropes to work
a river bottom or similar water-filled areas. The Laboratory

is requested to furnish such a device to the Natchez Resident
Agency of the Jackson Division if one is available for use in

further searching for the container we are seeking. Securing

this device will permit a maximum study of the area we are
minimum expenditure of Agents time.interested in with a

% •

2



JN 44-65

stated that the water level at the river has receded about

fu foot depth
1aiounr^S%7!nU|aseron0prtiorfinfPorr^̂ nely

furnished by BOOTH, suspected skeletal retrainings
refrigerator cabinet or a steel barrel.

are in a

The scuba diving team that assisted, in prior
explorations on the river bottom suggested that the search
for a metal container could be enormously accelerated by
employing a large magnet which would affix itself to metal
objects on the river bottom, and that diving would only be
necessary in those spots where the magnet attached itself t<

Magnets of this type are advertisedobjects on the bottom.
in surplus stores from time to time according to the divers

It appears possible that the FBI Laboratory has

had prior experience with searches requiring the use of

magnet detectors which could be suspended from ropes to wo

a river bottom or similar water-filled areas• The Laborat

is requested to furnish such a device to the Natchez Resic

Agency of the Jackson Division if One is available for us<

further searching for the container we are seeking,

this device will permit a maximum study of the area we ar

minimum expenditure of Agents time.
Secu:

interested in with a

• -• %

2
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, i nr the river has receded about

stated that che annual low point of .aPPro*^ely

five feet and wil
Q /28/67 . Based on prior informati

dePB00TH°U
8us?fetId skeletal remainings are in a

cabinet or a steel barrel.II ft v 4
17 foot i

furnished by
refrigerator

a 4

1
«3

_ ,h a diving team that assisted in prior
6

the river bottom suggested that the search
could be enormously accelerated by

which would affix itself to metal
explorations
for a metal container

on

^lVc!rS»“e£cco«. .„4 that diving would «1, b.
necessary in those spots where the magnet attached itself to

Magnets of this type are advertised
objects on the bottom,

in surplus stores from time to time according to the divers •

It appears possible that the FBI Laboratory has
had prior experience with searches requiring the use of
magnet detectors which could be suspended from ropes to work

The Laboratory
is requested to furnish such a device to the Natchez Resident
Agency of the Jackson Division if one is available for
further searching for the container

a river bottom or similar water-filled areas .
use in

, . , , , we ere seeking ,
this device will permit a maximum study of the area
interested in with a minimum expenditure of

Securing
we are

Agents ' time .
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EOF CASKTITLE kKcrs;339©»,*,j<*#*»roS - vtu
aka I

IRIGHTSCIVIL Ii

I
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Report ot
REFEREjSS^uL-4 , -r~ o.
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ALEADS: *
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V

JACKSON O
tC-Kl

4

AT NATCHEZ,, MISS.
1„ Contact Chief of

Departments concerning the
contacted IONA SEWARD nee PLftRY *

J

:t>‘

Pclics
Officer whoT R O B I N S O N, Natchez

the - Natchez Poll
Police J #

identity of
m q

T
I },

>v> w

ii

/ iJ Yes O NoCase hca heron: Pendlog over one year [ | Yes | | No; Pending prosecution over six months I
t

I SPECIAL AGENT
I N C HARGEAPPROVED **- DO NOT W R I T E I N SPACES DELCWHD

T ^ jfrejeCOPiFTS MAUli:

<0- ,2n>* :
r»T7170Bureau

USA, Shreveport, Louisiana
3 - Jackson (2 - 44-65)

(1 - 44-2044)'

New Orleans (44-2293)
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N0 44-22S3
logical informants.with»

contsccsContinue2.
%

NEW ORLEANS
LA.AT SHRLVSPP.Sl I

\

the Louisiana
concerningi u-i 11 interview JANES Bo GOSo of

'°f PrwithilONASsSIprSe PERRY!and possible

EDWARDS * disappearance.
Department

^
his association
invoIvement in

t

AT TALDL1AH. 1A.
4 Motors for identity of

Will contact Lowe
1964 white Oldsmobile with tv?o whip

rear of the vehicle.
1.

person having about a
antennae and a Lowe Motors sticker on the

AT VIDALIA. LA. »

I

1. Will interview MIKE MC DONOUGR, owner of
Shamrock Motel, re the employment and termination
IONA SEWARD nee PERRY

i

of
and EDWARDS * association with her.

2. Interview Chief of Police Jc
FraTAcr."hg his interview of IONA SEWARD i

*

EDrtArDo attempt to kiss her.
L. "BUD" SPINKS

in reference to

N

4

*2

COVER PAGE

B m
\ i

h-

!NW#:9008
1
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44-2293NO Bookkeeper.\Aboard

n formed switchfa . TTTTSY BROWNE? ^
3. contact w- (LNU), a
identity ^ DIANt v

Motel, f°r x

opetetor• her
disapPearanceinterview’ EDWARDS'DIANE

/ After identifying
4. Atce involvement
her possible mvoi

"badger game .
in

* concerning r
a decoy in aas

th!handIsland'coordinated with the Bureau

" from Natchez, Miss *

All
will be

Lei "WHARBCJM
b Division,

Sped
> i

ADMINISTRATIVE
_:*

of the
being made atcontacted during the course-

advised that the inquiry was
of JOHN DOAR, AAG, CRD, USDJ*

All persons
were Linvestigation

the specific request*
w

The investigative period of the instant report

overlaps the period of the referenced report in that some
not available at the time of the

i A k\

of the FD~302:s were
preparation of the instant report.%

4. This case had not been formally presented to the
USA at Shreveport, Louisiana, for his opinion as to the
prosecutive merits since the investigation is being coordinated
with the WHARBOM investigation and the instant investigation,

has not been developed to the extent desired before
such presentation to the USA.

making
FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

I
.

Former,. , . on September 7, 1967.

in'*both w
at SU 2Cm2 aurln6 1964, a young girl, crippled

Street Fa^ctr^es'L.feo.ac^osa the street from '307 Jefferson
’ l d"cll-2» Mississippi, and was employed in some

*# *

Nf
m

COVER PAGE

*
»

C

NW#:9008 Docld:59168578
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, <1 00-- 0£ the Shamrock Motel , Vidalia,
!" ‘fadvise/that the girl told many people in t

2 had been propositioned by a
the Shamrock Motelo

capacity m
HeLouisiana «

abcv« neighborhood that she
who also worked at

young Negro boy
advised that he did no^

, thinking the girl,
this story to create sympatny

story atbelieve the girl s
Source badly crippled, was, who v;as
the time for herselfo
telling c

two of threesource advised that seme
The former

£jfter hearing the above story from the girl, he

the Negro boy who worked at the motel hadmonths
heard that He assumedfound abandoned.disappeared and his auto

the Vidalia, Louisiana Sheriff 's Office orwas
that someone in
Vidalia Police Department "got hold of the boy".

The former source advised that the crippled girl
thereafter married the youngest son of GEORGE SEWELL (phonetic ) ,
former operator of George 's Boat Camp on Deer Park Lake,

He could not furnish the firstLouisiana. name of the girl 's
husband nor any name for the girl, and does not know where
they could be locatedc

COVER PAGE
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STATES
FEDERAL LUNITED

LOUIS XANA
USA, SHREVEPORT

tERRD'iAW D.
^

OIVEN

: NO 44-2293

UNKNOV7N SUBJECTS ;
JOSEPH EDWARDS -
VICTIM

: CIVIL RIGHTS

s 1 -Copy »•»
NEW ORLEANSOffice:

Report of: SA *
Pole: September I D

File #:Bureau

Id Office FileF i e

Title:

Cliciroder:

JSTEPHENSON advised that at approximately
•during July 1964, he observed a white car

1964 Oldsmobile with a flashing red light on
stop Buick later ascertained to be victim 's car.

1

‘ Ferriday, Louisiana, for several weeks.
1964 Oldsmobile May 26 , 1964.

Synopsis: ICENNETK P*
midnight
to be a

believed
dash

* o

Buick
remained at’ scene near _

R 0 J 0 GLOVER purchased white
Deputy Sheriff BILL OGDEN received report of abandoned vehicle
and had car towed in without conducting any search of the
vehicle. OGDEN reported that sheriff and deputies searched
surface of water where- fisherman reported suspected flesh in
water near Deer Park,. Louisiana; nothing was found. PvOBERT
TAYLOR advised that victim told him on last occasion seen*that ha was then going to date a white girl from the ShamrockMotel. EDWARDS reportedly had been arranging prostitutiondates at the Shamrock Motel. IONA SEWARD nee PERRY, acripple and former employee of Shamrock Motel.co->,A„ J K E,„ EWAM.S tri.i to kisE her. H. told JAKES

Kenagemem. was made. Pol ice ^kiss attempt and
" ~

SSWARD

r
i Ml t

advised that

mg,
or motel

contacted her
no kn^cSrgefS3^^^6 “Signed statement of IONA

for details of
ken care of .

gainst EDWARDS,
SEWARD

said
testify.did she nor

set cut *

-p«

DETAILS
v£ur

;

a0

OCUn;enl Ccr‘lol"s• r ai3«Rcy ; It t,nd lls
neither

contents recommendare r;ct to b*
a:io*

C' r - -» rr l .
c q e n c y . H is the property of the FBI and lc loaued to

I#:9008 Docld: _
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NO 44-2293

I

OF COi'ITEMTSTABLE

Pages
'i

I

I INVESTIGATION CONCERNING JOSEPH EDWARD.J
ABANDONED AUTOMOBILE

V

2 ** 16 p>
*

; •*

f

INVESTIGATION CONCERNING JOSEPH EDWARDS
ACTIVITIES AT
VIDALIA, LOUISIANA .

II 0

THE SHAMROCK MOTEL,
*. . 17 - 3?fSW** O •o •

\

*

£r

JOSEPH EDWARDS 5 ATTEMPT TO KISS A WHITE
FEMALE CO-WORKER AT THE SHAMROCK MOTEL

TTT.L i o *

= 44*. . 38
%

/

%

1

I
*

*
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BUREAU•» * P E D E R A L
Aagjgs,t:_3JLy 1967..Date

_ n-F f -i r i a l Bank of Jena ,
o n m S T E P S°«s s t.uph, NO. 992-2020,

R X 50 Jena , Louis ian3,
5300 advised that he v?as

tei.phone »«• « «000^ ^
,l U y M.r

formerly a partner in 0
^ actlve in thc mnageunant of

Ferriday , Louisi. cn . _ ^\ec\ t h a t one night m Ja^y ,
the bowling a l l e y a . a ] ley and went to BLACKIE

olok J ni„lSte5 Mrt »f the bowling aUey on

Ferriday highv;ay .

This night
the Vidal ia -DRANE

p

home around midnight , give or take
- Ferr iday

his Valiant
, bel ieved

LOn his way , . .
s headed west on the \ idal ia

slow to moderate ra te o x. speed in
He was passed by a la te model white car

1964 Oldsmobile , which had two l imber
An old model Buick, two-tone in color ,

\ -
au hour , he wa
Highway at a
automobile 0

j

to be a
the trunk' d e c k .
bel ieved to be beige over green but predominately green ,
was in front of him.

antennae on

£

STEPHENSON said that this Buick may have passed
him too, or perhaps i t had been in front of him al l the t ime.
This white car overtook the Buick and with
l ight on the dashboard ,
cf the road at
bowling al ley.

a f lashing red
forced the Buick to stop on the sidea point east of the leading to thecross-over

STEPHENSON stated
not iced that the whit

male in tne driverwas open and one or two mendriver 's door of the Buick.Ox the Buick but he dida Negro. This male

that as he passed the stopped
Lie car was in front withs ^eat . The r ight frontwere s tanding near theHe noted only

not not ice whetherwas wearing

vehicles , he
a large white
door \

one occupant
or not he wasa green sport shir t .

‘

> possibly

8 / 29 /67 Jena New Orleans 44«

File n ___Jackson 44-65
a t I.o uixsisna 2293

SA GEORGE F. BENZ
D J\

l ’ S *>cument contain* neither r *ur Bgency; lt and iu Cr r' -Dale dictated
It is the

-8/30 /67commendationsure *> t to he diScontents ncr
orih. FBI . Property of the FRIagency. and is loaned to

3
5008 Docld:59168578



44-2293NO
the Buick

?ed stating that
several days ,

moved to the
The car

STEPHENSON then continu

remained along the side of the road for

Then he noticed that the vehicle had been

road alongside the bowling alley parking lot ,

for an even longer period of time and

one or two of the tires became deflated , He believes

he saw the car parked at the Gulf station in Ferriday

after that. He stated that he later learned that this

med by JOSEPH EDVJAE.DS , a Negro. EDWARDS

of the bowling alley and was oth

nained thererer

erwise
Cuick was ov,

not an employeewas 1
unknown to STEPHENSON.

stated that with regard to the V7hite
good enough lock

Re stated
K DE LAUGHTER and Sheriff

STEPHENSON
in the white car , he did not get a

of them if seen again.men m
at them to ' recognize any
that he knows Deputy Sheriff FRANK
NOAH CROSS and he is certain that none of the men observed

either DE LAUGHTER or CROSS. He
on that occasion were
advised that Chief BUD SPINKS and Officer JOHN HENRY are r

>

unknown to him.
At the conclusion of the interview, STEPHENSON

remarked that he hoped that his furnishing this information
dees not get him involved in any retaliation by any Klan-type organization.

<
G
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r
v

L K
5
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ligation was conducted by
Louisiana:

V*•* dinvestThe* foilOV' iPi :T

RICnAlO K /WTZ at Baton Rouge, i

MTDY LSJEVNE , Louisiana Motor
advised that no Louisiana license plates

on issued in the eight hundred
record under license

o1937 ,On August 30 }

Division,
the year 1964 have b„

llo advised there would bo no

A.W-
Vehicle
£oi
series,
aushers

thousand
•?f>oOl?*0 £$3«

tn*:0 r * OUti;.4**'JtC' iCi or

ix vr ady.t.sou ^
r̂ .o due to the State

plates would not be able to
he did not have

holiday. 1953 Louisianabe checked until Augaccess to this information.
i•

license
£l£ ust 31,1367 ,

1

;
.

c
#

'i

co
o

X.

O
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44= 22.93
RKB/ jls
NO

1 Department
9 +

m~Y BORWNING, Hotor VJ^JgheJVthe following

State of Louisiana , - * 1963 Louisiana license
’ regarding RICHARD K. BUTZ:

1963 Plymouth
1337168087,

This vehicle'

I

of Revenue
information
numbers on Augu

, OO?»A28 was issued £ox a
IU vehicle Identification Numoer

sed ’ TAYLOR, Jena, Louisiana.
title number 3268149.

I

Valiant
Reverend A 0 G

is titled under

i

to

a 1954 Ford Mercury,
Number 54SL80343M, to

Pointe Ala Hache
3268345.

issued forNumber 892~4S2 was
,j Vehicle identification

E, General Delivery
titled under title number

four-c»oor
ESPY ENCALABE
This vehicle is

s Louisiana.

K

\
\

o
"V

i

f

y

7

I
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VESTIGA'N01'5
OF INAS -V )
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pEpER^1 Date•*

sion,
i OZDiviYelviĉ

^ til3
^ V* 11 ^ Jy@*5 A*-**

Hotor n.r^ieBless
tho ^

iciioT/imi
; '5*^rS^i OX u’ld̂ r

i'ilOB >

f tliocn at
i tLtOA *°£Snu®.

,isted per*00*’
Strvte

£CU3^G£.!.
taonvpePar , . .„

the *01«*,,
and titles. QLOVSRX

J,OUisl5«Fia »
Vi*.A’vCUv’C'y

GF-OVSS,

vebiej.© Fa,7 se?

A.c3“^reicsaots2
Ur viiA X A V, iV-- _
S*''* - ,.--^,1 H2,«

^ --c’.vCV’ v £ *r t u, l i c e n s eLou mii«- *
r. - ePost «WAtv

i) 5

Sambor S44*roisor'n'&£.!•*1 nd«rr *r, a.-I'Cdli
3Katdies
oi*

on Llissî
9.48-f* :Lane

flee Bo:i1964?

pc$fc
1D64,

*#•)

* * c; t
/ ; - v--** 3*V '!.»

r̂ <3‘uxicil2 >
28 »

•< 1'Gv ^2.21
sipp*^title i

V2S4-SS 555 Louisiana $. * ^ *5 -4 •>V /

GL0VJ2H,TEc Xsf 0 1̂00161>l«i •r */ iSole Xd̂ tmc-ation
Acquired August <** »

Sms&ox*
-» * * - * * a08vO s OTEfP't •

n* l*'lies1904-65 Louisiana
1903 Lottisi 10005f/B.

•
_
f'.T

_
-* X 4 \*Nif X V5.r-?- •-4**u t

licence
555 LouiBiaa?- *

TWwr-J’VfTSFV*jV a J+*’*3* Jfr-iTP c*> e»a
•* rsO 4ir.<V^ Convertible;

7 Or^ r\%\ »
; lC3.tiOia

ji. «... *•* '•*“

Iford /> * r.*.CDoCin1
X i -*-«>*w^VehicXe

Acouireo
CB5r3 6 B30 >

20' August
1 i^L06 '-65 L^axsiasa

xsxana. 1ic <
3. — "

* V^“•i>5(vvisn~9 / * 51-X5G3 Loui o

KOSiAK KEH52SPS
Louisiana;Vidalia,Street,Locustn r*oW<4K.iar^i.TH1559 ^ord * icu;>>c!DOx *,

Uotor EUiiOor CDIi51G03-55 *—• ;•*1<«1 » *a «;•*!* * .•‘v^ £ - S -s *
•
) “2^A dt < JL UU^Ut.'LA U «* V ^VA/ /w

1864-05 Lcuisiaua lieenso
1863 Louisiana license

x;
G2L0S0:

/!• *02M a/ ci
A r* A.»> . *1*>.»

—.r*.7-*i—y .^o/31/67 ot
£>axori no\u5- e LouaBxana •I w» *w •>hO 4

r\ f;7 'r.^v v'<••-* i» «vi v- k.%* X>.'.jw-f j < TilvTV •o 'Vlt»r o •-* , i r-A Ci» / •-> / ,^r>-O/ •«/ •--* f v •
by

Dote dictated
Thiv document contoin% neither
ii end its contents ore not to be distr;b!ie7'

o
"^d?r'IUl,0r’S ^ “ " * hC Pro^r‘y of » he FEI ond is ,ooned *° y°ur
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WO 44-3214
f*

Vicialia, Louisiana;
#

SS02137317; a 4 .
0 Cessnasrcial CroctI fc

Hatcho£ » M:LssiGS£PP~ J

^ amount of §232.58.

Street ,iso panny
* ' four-door,

tion N tccx
^

7 16

EE&D
1950 Cadillac ,
Vehicle "v

vired SeP - f^Corporation,
,«*..*.L* oepteiaber 1 « A ^

number
G5 Louisiana 1iconise

K o N

t> r 1064, nans
t Franhlin/»ca

in theF

Title
1964- 40E813.

hOKTON1TE0S3AS "BOCK;«£2ran
s Vidalia, Louisiana;Street

pickup truck;, 1 Dan&ridgo
•('.nr-L/ -.1

HOLIES To BOSTON
1949 Chevrolet ,
Motor number GEA21394.2;
Seria1 numbsr 3CPC7303:
Acquired used October 9 , 1964, Lano City Bank
Trust Company , 490 Franklin Street ,
October 10, 1964, in the amount of @1,
Title number M3393268;
1933 Louisiana license

one-La1i

and
dated* . 4' ?A r?Xw *-£ LKsŜ * y

rs /*»t/ tf ;v'*xO c

39-310 -
/idiuilll BOSTON, 413 Lynn Street , Vidalia, Louisiana,

Idsmebile, four-door;
Identification Niaafeop

1931 03
Vehicle
Acquired used, January 10. 1983,
?-y; Street, Vidalia, Loui:1034=55 Louisiana license 63S317:icuo Louisiana license 839033-SpVf - .«*». «* ».s&.«,1<: -v i n e Fora, four-door;Vehicle Identification In -

August 11,
i^^ Lou1sianaled Louisiana l -; c-

rn- O'* 7 -:;- «c •^ i* bJ JL v> tl.
from ^OBBY L » THOMPSON,m .•

- O *-l r*v *-d.c#-JL •

v AoajLxa, Louisiana;
umber B2AT134473: \2059:

license C=*’322318;
liso 49.1-408

V *>r* * S^YIW ci
4 -> 4 W,v.

V 7 Spiles
isf - Ol^nobhev^iolo 2dent :
»'-quired

-U L

< > 1Vf* ^ Pi1VJ3,-or.r~d.oor.. \ r% .* ^ F
^VAOJJ

Vidaliat i. T ,Ai’j 4 r.-•F 3JLlama;:« j * •fin
« usabe:c 8347?0132297*W 'V.#- ^J 5

f V
jp ua 7>o COmiTlOr*r* •?'« 1 r,. P o s t Office BOH Q ~6dlt

OMI>OR *'^ ^ f Il/ n-i,

uov/ ?cBi»,n r “f^t«atoor 3 ,Olcsaobiie,
* r^sicEippi

J Q A: fJ. \$ itchoa T1 1 — * *s. « •.iuaount o *
Jl* i

J
i L J.

dated' o - ••%
V ^ ^ «Uf i.0> #n ii»v.n.-. -., ? •.j.. %!b°*

^.. * i;JJ , T -7 c
X j Z i f r,,.c . — * vj ;J*°u^iana i, ' ,

r » p-
the1964-

39^650

9
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44-3214:jB?fi0

Title Number

3
The foiled 2g

f Viĉ lia4veiilclesthe town or
the belowto

All of
Public License Humbgrg

VIMVehicleHake of

1939 Chevrolet,
four-door ,
blade and white

23026376249DS9AI46G19

19002506250- SS4171719- 1BVC12S4BIB1948 Chevrolet
truck

1959 Chevrolet
3/4 ton truck

C11

Anr» n?.

3E593I24732 6251

3049918F1CJD130405 62521931 Ford
\ ton truck

F25JE21G078 6253 28672671952 Ford

10^9 ?rrr]iC'vA
ti c•% *\
A’ Cli'J

F5GCK271567 C254 3049919

1356 International 591950 / » o. p- /-x
3131717

1951 Chevrolet
truck AJC2J181825 6255 r9262256 c
1353 lateruat
1959 I

ional S328104SE OO 3224773
international B1C2S348AA^ »f •m 6237 2409134 c1953 Int

Quay truck
ernational 213030 G259 2757498

1954 Ford
Falccjj n U1620S3 None listedivauchero

None listed.

10
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0 F , NVESTIGATlON- 1 J
rP.302 (?•*' 4

BUREAUFEDERAL
9/8/67Da tc

McPhail Motors ,
apprised

S J0U®S7BUSa?chezfSiKissippi, was
:: 12

*
9 Agents and of uhe

°£ “SfS*Ah. following information
THOMAS
Office BoPost

of the identities
of the contact.

the files of his office.nature
from

„ j-t-pd Mav 26, 1964, showed that
A sales contract d a. . li£

y
purchased a 1964

Ro Jo GLOVER of Lee Avenue, Holiday Sedan, with .
W-f 0USSS1i5S fh£ car had a solid white

Srior”dVbln.intake*. JOUEDAH further advised that the

Vidalia Police Department is currently ooca^ning their
patrol cars from McPhail Motors on a lease basis.

<

consulting with other personnel of this office, he ascertained
that the Vidalia Police Department also obtained Olciomooiles
from the© under a lease agreement during 1964. He advised
that all of their vehicles were white in color and are

After

currently displaying blue emergency lights mounted on a
bar across the top of the vehicle. He stated that it was
his recollection that the 1964 Oidsmobiles formerly used
by the Vicalxa Police Department had a red top mounted

He advised that he is reasonably certain
an additional char

l of this

emergency light ,
of this feature in that there was
for the installation and removal.

madaocs

equipment ,

ra

c

On .9/1/67 at -SatchgE
^GSORGS p. BENZ

New Orleans 44»JMis îssirmi 2293SAs
and

JiDD • UaThis d
Vour Date dictated Jj/6/67

lL is the
e Fra.

' ur ager»cy. Property of the FBI i.*3 1o; />aed toUw#: 9008 Docld ; 59168578



'INVESTIGATION.15 - 6 -0FD-302 (R * v - *
OFBUREAUFEDERAL

September 6 , 1967
Date

Bor 50, Jena > Louisiana ,
’ nra

’
cted by Special Agents

latSheCincident of JOSEPH EDWARDS

the Vidalia - Ferriday Highway .
additional informacion

KENNETH P. STEPHENSON

concerning this even..

I

ered

he had no

dvised that a check of the 1963 Lours iaua

records the last year that LouisianatSTScIise plates , showed 892-482 was
registered to ESPY ENCALADE ,
la Hache , Louisiana .

He was a
vehicle registration
used ail numbers in
issued for a
General Delivery, Pcshte a

1954 Mercury

unknownadvised that ESPY ENCALADE was
the Vidalia ’ -STEPHENSON

to him and - the vehicle observed by him cn
definitely not a 1954 Mercury.Ferriday Highway was

STEPHENSON was further advised that the 1S63
Louisiana License Number 892-428 was issued for
Plymouth Valiant registered to Reverend A . G. TAYLOR of
Jena , Louisiana .

1963a

STEPHENSON stated that he was acquainted withReverend TAiLOR but he had no recollectionwould record Reverend TAYLOR * s licenseof paper in his wallet ,
number has
EDWARDS * vehicle t

as to why he
number on a oiece

A.

apparently this
ent involving

He advised thatrelationship to the incideno

nSTEPHENSON ^which had the flashing
vehicle to pull
almost 1

Oldsmobile ,

stated that he i

.....
possibly a Model 9s!

f r
ne is

was a 1964in f a c t ,
W

9/1/6 7On
at -JLo_n 3

BEKZ
New Orleans
Jackson 44-65

Louisiana 44-2293•SA GEORGE FcSA MERft X V̂N
Fi le Xb:,

KQD/O? LV;‘̂s documentyour “*"cy; u ITZZt'T Oate dictated
is t’ne

97.57JL1nor exclusions of th Ui•strsbuteci
Property of the PBI arid ils loaned lo129008 Docld ; 59168578

*9 ’¥» % tkk¥ *\



- I 5-6 «» )
FD-302 fHev. < INVESTIGA flONOFB U R E A UF E D E R A L

1967September 6 ,Date

Mr. CECIL BATTY , Proprietor of Batty 's Gulf

Service Station Located on Fourth Street and Louisiana

Avenue , Ferriday , advised that he had no recollection

of having towed JOSEPH EDWARDS ' Buick from the vicinity

of the Dixie Lanes Bowling Alley.
BATTY advised that wreckers of the Purvis Motor

towed vehicles to his service station
vehicles to the Purvis Motor Company.Company have never

and he never tows any

BATTY stated he was sorry he could not furnish
information regarding the incident but he had no

or his
He further advised he would nave no records

ich would pertain to any towing matters during the ye*r
1964 . •* °

any
recollection whatsoever regarding JOSEPH EDWARDS
vehicle.
wh 1

i

/•>

(

1

C]
>

2/1/67Or.
E?_fridsat '.y , Louisi New f

File rut Jacks
SA Orleans 44on 44-65

GEORGE f .SA MERRIMAfl D. PI
ana *"•2293BENZ .yy

VENThis
your d°cun»ont

*Seucy; jt ®DZbiwcontains neither roco’.nmcndatiand its contents ore not to V>e Date diet.
It is the

ons nor conclusionsdistributed outside
9/5/67

e FRj

a ted _
of til

•vour
o FBI .

•VTency. property of th13 and KSW#:9008 leone•c. c' to r*\Dodd:59l6857»



IMVESTIOATION- lb-64 )

P'D -302 (*»•* • 4 OFBURFAU
J: t-' p 'H R A L

9/8/67Date _

Concordia Parish
’ residence on Dody

of the identities
of the contact •

riff BILL OGDEN
tacted at nrs .

He was apprised
official nature

SheDeputy
Sheriff *s Office
Ro'id Ferriday:

of the Special Agents

, was con- WUi,iS'o£ the o:

JOSEPH am«BS , the missing porter

"ith„.7Sot.t «-.2^p“‘fnf,£ ££«*
having met “"̂ .“hliriad'drcwned. He ediiised that his
Motel where a youn^ . -dent was rather vague and he may
recollection -

q£ the drowning or two days after *e
have mat n>WfDS the y

office did not investigate

fh^ncfdJ s?nce1t happened in Vidalia, which city has

department and personnel for such investigations,
did not wish to get involved with

ffom the S namE

a police
and furthermore he . -
Chief BUD SFINKS nor his personnel inasmuch as tne^e is

friction .betwen their respective departments •

OGDEN stated that in regard to EDWARDS * abandoned
vehicles he recalls that some unknown person reported the
continued presence of the vehicle in the vicinity of the
bowling alley on the Vidalia—Ferriday Highway. OGDEN stated
that he did not

r

investigate the presence of the car, but
merely dispatched CECIL BEATTY, operator of the Gulf Service •

Scation in Ferriday, to tow the vehicle,
was unable to locate the abandoned
subsequently located the
bowling alley. Mo record
the abandoned car and OGDEN madeHe unoerstands that Purvis Motorv ^nicie

However, BEATTY
car on his first trip and

car on a side road near the
was made of thiss complaint concern!mg

no search of the 4vehicle.
Company later claimed the

On --9/5/67 — at -Derridav New Orleans 44-2293
File f t Jackson 44-65

LouisianaSAs MERRBIAN D
by ^ aud

»SBSBttS!s
: jIs

Dale dictated -9 / 6/67
is the

recommendations im

Property of the FBI•'gency. anc^ is loaned < o14
W# : 9008 Docld:^9168578



NO 44-2293
JN 44-65

only been in the
i he knows or

on either in the
1964.

t -ted that he has
1 '

fev7 occasions ,
being carried

or during

anaOGDEN s
Restaurant

rcial pros
on a

titution
tel at I I

Shamrock
no comtne
restaurant or mo this time

of Harrisonburg, Loal^aJ^k Tj0uisiana, OGDEN stated that he
the Old River near Deer i . ,

found some substance.in
recalls that one of the matter to the
the water nea^gfr,^office. ‘ In some way this report was
Harrisonburg Sheriffs Conc0rdia Parish Sheriff 's
Office! OGS stated that he is not one of the big wheels in

the sheriff 's office and does not know how or to whom this .
tn“ S ' knowledge of the incidentmade ; and he had no

told to get the sheriff ’s boat and told toreport was
until he was
accompany' the sheriff and Deputy IKE COWAN to investigate
the incident. Sven before arriving at the lake* ha had
concluded from his personal knowledge that the operator of
an establishment known as Jugheads Restaurant was runn?lng a
sausage bus in
was taking deer meat ,

It was further known to him that JUDHEAD
which he was apparently poaching 0 and

mixing this meat with pork which not only made the
better tasting, but also more profitable.

n o ow o o e

sausage

dUCHEAD was then faced with the disposal of the..ni.estine, head, and unwanted deer oartc TTTWOV. Kdisposed of in the water of Old Rive- - * P*rently
opinion that the flesh P-LT it wa& OGDEN 's
of discarded deer meat taken^Uegally

1 163117 p3rt3
O j •

After
had. only one drag line ^anT’.Dear Park > he
for submerged objects -h

ln °rder t0
no attempt to W "h y rieeded two.
did not see =? * any subffl^meat. any rloatir

stated that
ettectivaly probe

Therefore
ged objects ,

which

they

they
Furthermore

appeared to be
lr-g material

15
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No 44-2293
JN 44-63 been in the

he knows of
either in the

1964 .
OGDEN stated t at

* occasions , and
Shamrock Restaurant on * beiog carried on

no commercial pros 1
this time or during

restaurant or mocel

Blt„ «8ari ».«£££
of Harrisonburg, ’k Louisiana, OGDEN stated that he
the Old River near Doer _ » found soma substance.in
recalls that one of the; °DJrted the matter to the
the water near Deer Ia.k « . this report was
Harrisonburg Sherirftso0fri.e,

e Gonccrdia Parish sheriff 's
Office OGDEN stated that he is not one of the big wheels m
the sheriff 's office and does not know how or to whom this .

report was made; and he had no knowledge of the incident
until he was told to get the sheriff ' s boat and told to

sheriff and Deputy IKE COWAN to investigate
before arriving at the lake * ha had

accompany the s
the incident. Even
concluded from his personal knowledge that the operator of
an establishment known as Jugheads Restaurant was running a

It was .further known tc him that JUDHEADsausage business.
V7£s taking deer meat , which he was apparently poaching * and
mixing this meat with pork which not only made the sausage
better tasting, but also more profitable *

^ c
.

, 1®;AD was then faced v;ith foe disposal of the
of la

Of discarded deepest tS^illepal^11 realVparts (

ciy.
, After arriving

°n^y °ne drag linesubmerged
sc Deer Park,

and in order
thev

had he stated that
effectively probe

Therefore ,
ged objects.

^ which

the*yfor toobjects ,
attempt to loo

n°t see
y needed two.

nr,r 2?te ar*y submersty rloatir
made no they

Furthermore,
appeared to be

they did
lng materialmeat.



0 w
ft

jN 44-65
NO

their search of the area, they

boat tied to the bank111 that after
t hydro jet propelled

that night a severe storm
The next day

making any

advisedHe went through
they recovered

further
18 f°0 u

left their
of the river.

and sr
Later

nnk their boat ,

left the area
the matter

withoutthe area
their boat a
investigation into z

and

i

f

r

*

s*

5
.
O

«

0

16
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NO 44-2293

i

*

II. INVESTIGATION.CONCERNING« i
/

JOSEPH EDWARDS 1 ACTIVITIES AT
THE SHAMROCK MOTEL„
VIDALIA, LOUISIANA.
*ir 1 » N»no in* j- IM 11 — • i —mm

•»i

r
>

i»

<
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^*

r*. MIT IINVESTIGA4 - I 5*6 -I > OFrb-302 (R <* v . URCAUFEDERAL B
9 / 1/3 7Date

tacted~ con
g Agents .was

4th Street
interviewin520 South

r*TAYLOR,identities
following

of the
information:ROBERT

and informed o£
g

TAYLOR provided
the

of ORGREEthe father .
wife of

5 *10",advised that he is

had been the common
TAYLOR described L_

skin , in his 20's.
- lawTAYLOR

" TAYLOR who
EDWARDS . ~

160 -EDWARDS as
"AGREE

K»» * he saw EDWARDS was
had stopped and

4th StreetTAYLOR advised the last time

He stated that EDWARDS
beers at the bar at 526 South

in 1964 for the MC DONOUGH 's
Ferridav *

thein July, 1964.
had two Jax

TAYLOR had run in

Vidalia .
v?ho own

that
Shamrock in

two beers alone .
EDWARDS drank

EDWARDS’ car
net drunk at the time.TAYLOR advised that

TAYLOR and EDWARDS walked out to

TAYLOR stated that EDWARDS was
stated that the following dialogue took place:

at 10:30 p.m.
TAYLOR

in"Daddy , l ’m sEDWARDS to TAYLOR ,
high cotton".

\

TAYLOR to EDWARDS, "Tell me about i t".
EDWARDS to TAYLOR, "l ' m going to the Shamrock

motel to pick me up a white girlu.
t

TAYLOR stated that he told EDWARDS to stay away
from white girls. TAYLOR stated that EDWARDS would notagree to do this . That was the last t ime TAYLOR saw EDWARDS .

On 8/ 30 / 67
SAs GEORGE F
MERRIHAN D.

New Orleans 44-22.93
..
_Filc V Jackson 44-65

Ferriday ,
. BENZ and
DIVEN

Louisiana
by /GSB: jIs
This document contains neither recommendation* , •
you, .*««»•; il mi iu contents ore not to be d,sinb«ca o^'iT °f ‘h°

Date dictated ^ -t / h /
PRl. It is the r-rag.- f.y r roperty of Ihe FBI and is loanedvour

’' j

18 YS
** *

W#:9008 Docld:
cTn591685T8 . i



*

44-2293
iced EDWARDS '

Lanes Bowling
sual about this

tinued

NO 4

i noti _
e Dixie
nctKng unu

, TAYLOR
* tlater

•oad fromor two thA day
ked across -

Alley. TAYLOR noted c
.
h^ whpn

^Tt^eTordumber of days , TAYLOR stopped and

inspected it TAYLOR stated that he observed a necktie

hanging from the mirror . TAYLOR stated that he saw a

of blood under the steering wheel. TAYLOR indicated

of the spot by making a circle with his right thumb

and right index finger. This circle made by TAYLOR appeared

little larger than a silver dollar.

the t was the Buick conBuick p?r

little

spot
the size

A

to be a
» stated that he did not observe any belt in

the insoection , TAYLOR learned that

Gulf Station in Ferriday. theTAYLOR
Subsequent to

had been towed to a
tthe car.

car
if EDWARDS hadTAYLOR advised that he had no idea

any missing teeth. TAYLOR could not recall the description
of any jewelry that EDWARDS wore. TAYLOR did not know of any
white preachers who had known EDWARDS or his family .

-3

3̂
£

TAYLOR advised that the only thing he knew about
the police cars in the Vidalia--Ferriday area in 1964 was

4

that people use to wonder why the Vidalia Police Department had
Olasmobiies while the Ferriday Police Department had Fords
when in fact Ferriday was much larger than Vidalia at that time.

'

19
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INVESTIGATION- 1 5 - ^ 4 ^ft>lf 02 fp®v - 4 O FBURFaU:pERALFt , 19_67Septetnber__Z
Date

tv70od Street:,
of the inter-

objections
1405 Wes

* identity
t he had noT»0H

“ •̂ rimmediately a
viewing Agent
whatsoever

and totaIkingto 1964 , he knew JOE
" at the. t h a t during

and "general 'flunky
TORGERSEN stated

employed at the Sham-
for NELLIE JACKSON,

TORGERSEN advis.
, <, Weero bellhop

r° bG 3 Sidalia , Louisiana .
that EDWARDS , whi

"hustling -
L , madam.

EDWARDS to

Shamrock Motel i

he also knew
m

that
rock Motel , was
a Negro Natchez

actively
Mississippi

JACKSON had placed
2 deskstated further that NELLIE

in the Shamrock Motel employed as _
also actively engaged m

He stated that

He
a "white" Negro
clerk and that this person was

uhis
1
"white"NegrJ6r1sides close to the entrance of Inter-

national Paper Company in Natchez .
%

T0R6ERSEN denied any knowledge whatsoever of the
and stated that he had only heard

source that EDWARDS had moved to Chicago,
sometime during the Summer of 1964.

JOE EDWARDS disappearance
from an unrecalled
Illinois, C

In response to questions concerning a crippled
ess at the Shamrock Motel during early 1964 , TORGERSENadvised that there was a Mrs . CROWS who lived between

dm-inUrl ^errtday: Louisiana , employed as a waitress
CRCWF had cHooef t"e

, Sharafock Mote I. He stated that Mrs .CRG..E had slipped and hurt her back and was compelled to„ ,a blace wmle working as a waitress
he kiew'of

02 earM - L964 \ T0RGERSEN advisedno relationship between EDWARDS

waitr

cocwear
ihe Shamrock

however , that
and Mrs .

at
D

CROWE.
5kNew Orleans

Jackson 44-65
File # Jackson 157-405

44-2293On 9 /6 / 67 at Natchez > %^^fLijsippi
by — _ SA_ _FgA_NK_ 3.

a g ĉ T n e i l h c rêncy; lL contents

liATTS i \plwThis dyour
'Date dictated

Property of the FBI

9 / 7 / 67r«cotr,meiVdM|io n"~ «0 no ons of the FBI . It iyour is the*genev\ a,1 (J is loaned to20

*W#:9008 Docld:59168578
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^TIGATIONINVE^OF• I

R£AU• ' ; w-«7i

rô o,^4 * •

• «r

BU EFlOOA T I V E P

FEDEFAL , N VESTIGI _ 30/684/1DATE T Y P E D 0^
5/3/68O f» io|N

Zrr <“ ar
orL£ANS cstM A D E B Y I

p £poRTNEWof'C* DIVENrif jc

SA MEKRIMAJLR
CHARACTER OF CASE

mr. ro* ORLEANS f T

TITLE 0TCA5Esg«Ss& cCRjoe

i

MERKIMAN D. DIVEN, 4/5/68. 5/68 <

^Orleans and Burfflu letter , «/
FERBNCB:

of SA\

Mrtel to New

- Cr-
anMTNISTRATlVEj There

has been conducted .
has not identified n£ . V

closed subject
i investigation

Investigation
victim.

MV logical
ou t s t and in g l eads.

inrated the missing1 additional information
Case being ,,.

^received by this office.are no
subjects nor
to re-open .if any

O f this report are being furnished to the
of this report

file and WHARBOM forCopies
Office for the instant caseJackson

information purposes only.
ACCOMPLISH MEN TS CLAIMED NONE NACQUIT-

TALS
C A S E H A S B E E N:

R E C O V E R I E SS A V I N G SF I N E SF U G.A U T O.C O N V I C
P E N D I N G O V E R O N E Y E A R | ( Y E S | 1 N O
P E N D I N G P R O S E C U T I O N

O V E R S I X M O N T H S Y E S | |N O

S P E C I^V L T A G E N T
A R G E

A P P R O V E D DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW . i

C O P I E S M A D E;

ij<]-\ J.U • i

<2/ - Bureau f j/V- 2-6 069
'l - USA , Shreveport
2 - Jackson (1 - 44-65)

(1 - 44-2044)
2 “ New Orleans (44-2293)

i

M-JJsns MAY ^ 1968
I

Disseminotion Record of Attached ReportAgency
Request

How fwd

I
% 0

By

ILL- \1 ' l
* '

Nw#: 9008 Docld:59168579
•«

y%

i 4I



I

OF JUSTICETMENT
OF INVEDCPAR

REAU 1
STIGATION

<C

, LouisianaShreveport
S. Attorney

. DIVEN
1 - ORLEANS

*6*
NSW

Copy cYSA «f D

May .File #*R,porf Oh
Palt:

Bureau

44-2293NOFile *'Field Office SUBJECTS, MEDWARDS - VICliUNKNOWN
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DETAILS :
u of - Investigation Laboratory,

broken knifeThe Federal Bureau
Washington, D. C., conducted an examination of a
which was recovered on March 11, 1968, by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation from the river bottom at Deer park , Louisiana #

The area where this knife was found was pointed out by MILTON
BOOTHE, a Harrisonburg, Louisiana, commercial fisherman,
the place where decaying flesh was found by him during 1965 #

\

as

The results of the FBI Laboratory examination i
is as follows:

Examination of specimen Q1 disclosed a stampedon the left side of the knife bladeThe marking appears to be thename or a

marking ’’-tsman"
the fractured edge ,
portion of a trade’’Sportsman.”

at
lattercompany name , possiblyA company which utilizes the ,T... . Cutlery Company ,Utica, New York #

is the Utica Sportsman1’ labelNoyes and Wheeler Streets ,
There were nomight identify the

markingswhich present on the Q1owner of the knife . specimen
No blood, tissue,specimen Ql, hair or fiber was found on

documerit contain#your a9*ncy • "either recommendatloare not to be
Qnd it# content# ns nor conclusion#distributed of the FBI . H le theoutside your property of theagency. FBI and Is loaned to»»*: 9008 <r u . s. ci
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>111 persons contacted during the course of thisinvestigation were advised that the inquiry was being:
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ADMINISTRATIVE:
The following

WOOD:
investigation was conducted

by SA WILLIAM B. »»

»

On March 28, 1968, Mr.H. J. MEYER, Assistant
postmaster, Vicksburg, Mississippi, advised that he was
unable to locate an address for A, P. SPEARMAN.
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patrolman JOHN HENRY , Vidalia,
Police,

advised that Town Marshal BUD SPINKS o f f e r e d

position as Patrolman to NORMAN HEAD, but

SPINKS never told HENRY any incriminating

information . Results of investigation

white Oldsmobiles of type seen stoppin&

victim' s vehicle set out. KENNETH R.

STEPHENS, who witnessed stopping incident

recontacted .
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI . It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to
your agency ; It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency .
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Depar tinent ,

and th©vidali-a Police W
oY patrolffla°» special Agen^sJOm fifties of the SP

contact *

1

advised
o f thewas

nature following information:
HENHY volunteered t

. ,j4.jor to August 22, 1964,
He had been jf î^rfuê department, at the Shamr

with the polic P loung© for

”be°JeJ a bartender. He S^had worked the prior two
approximately four s Tobacco Company at Natchez,
weeks for the Oorr-Wiliiams _ _

these short employments
Mississippi - ^BYOSP1 hlg iong_time empl^er ^resulted from the decis serve Negroes.
close his restaurant ;rather^han

^^ offered a job as
while employed At the r t £ marshal, BUD SPINKS.

«.de more mo.., at th.
restaurant .

He

HENRY stated that while he was employed at the
Shamrock Lounge, he sought to obtain the position as
pairoistj^n. previously offered by SPINKS. However, SPINKS
told him that he had offered the job to NORMAN HEAD, but if
HEAP did not take the job, HENRY could have it. HENRY
explained that HEAD was on the auxiliary police force,
but decided not to take a full-time paid police position..At the same time, B. J. "BED' GLOVER was on the list as

rf»Jifaiia*
auxlliary policemaQ> although he formally

group that°thavept *he. title because SPINKS told thegroup that they must show restraint even when abused by a
I

concerning JOSEra^lWARDS^a^M
1964, HENRY heard nothing

"ho allegedirSitLN!gr°4
porter the Shamrock^ the motel, Following ?rlppled female employee

3/ 29/68
WILLIAM
NARIMAN

On
^
_Vidali i^uisiaa.SA naB. WOOD and

HIVEN
Fi le H N0_ 44-2293SAby D. MDD-kbzdoc urhent

COr)tents
contains -5-i f ond its neither ,

0,0 not to b e d i 4/ 2/68recom »nendotj

'*tribi,t <j
. .. Dotr ® <hctoted
Pr®P*rty of th

°n* nor conclUs ;
outside

5,ons of the FBI.
°9ency. * •* th*your

•FBI an<j :'• *oan*d to your °90ncyt
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fir&% knowledge of the incident also. 1was hisinvestigation

stated that he doubted that SPINKS would
seif-incriminating informationHENRY

have told him about any
because they had a fist fight prior to that time and -

tried unsuccessfully to fire HENRY.
•

mSPINKS

HENRY recalled that at the time he entered on
duty with the police department the patrol car was a white
1964 Oldsmobile with a large red emergency
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He formerly owned a 1963 Oldsmobile 98 .
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on June 25, 1964, from ibê Loo Motor ea*p*v&Ah Tallulkh,
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have ever driven this car* Be further advised that at no
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, Transylvania, Louisiana,• •

. THORNTON, JR.
Hrs . J . 0
follows:advised as

her husband was employed as a Deputy
ish he had operated a whiteI/hile

Sheriff for East Carroll Pari
1964 Oldsinobile as his official car.

had at least one large whip —

red flashing light on the dashboard.
This car

1963 or » antenna mounted on the rear
and her husband kept a

* Iher knowledge, the car was not his personal
property, hut belonged to the East Carroll Parish Sheriffs
> A^ a I

*
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FD-302 4-15-6* ) INVESTIGATION*. .
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4/5/68Date.

i

\

i « •

TO was located at the residence
advised of the identity of the

contact THORNTON stated
l

. THORNTON,
After being

the nature
J , O

of theof his father .
Special Agent

follows:
and

••

Oldsmobile and the only
Motors was a 1956 whiteHe has never owned an

Purchased from hoe
automobile he p
and blue Buick ,

sheriff in Hast Carrollformerly a deputy
1964 white Oldsmobile which had

the rear and a red emergency
He was

Parish and operated a
only one tfhip antenna
light mounted on top of the car ,

* • • «

on/

y

THORNTON then stated that he still had a civil
He stated that hisrights case pending against him *

Attorney,: JACK WYLY , Lake Providence, Louisiana, had
advised him not to discuss any details . dealing with his
former employment as a deputy sheriff .

• •„

At the same time, as he made this statement,he was joined by his father, J. Q. THORNTON, SR.
\

°"—- ŝ/ea_0, • •

•' by
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i
r n TUORNTON, SB., after being apprised of the

Znecia1 Agentand the nature of the contact,
Sped - • 1964 whlt0 i)yoamic 88, four-1963.

identity of the ( _
stated that he purchased a

door sedan, from hoe Motors around December,
• • • •

Mr. TBOBNTON stated that his son, JUNIOR, has
purchased m Oldsmobile from Loe Motors.nor anyone else.

• * A • * • • * r * * * * % * • • *• •never
He pointed out his Oldsmobile and the fact that

the vehicle, bearing current Louisiana License 85F4S4, had
a regular AM radio antenna on the right..rear. The vehicle
had rectangular taillights and a red Loe Motor decal on the
bumper .
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patr0sJ^eIore ha^only one whip antenna.
These^^J^^TpSibLed any Oldsmobile .

f°ar°L6elMotors°io Tallulah. All the vehicles hadgsherifl
emblem ed the front doors and red emergency lights on top
of each uiiit .

1

as
in them

from a dealer in

£
GILBERT recalled J. 0. THORNTON, JR. # as a

farmer deputy sheriff who l e f t his department in 1965 p,
THORNTON drove one of thea f t e r teu years Service.

Oldsmobiles during 1964, and was also believed toMhave
personally owned a white Oldsmobile at that time.^ However

THORNTON ' S personally owned car did not have any short
9

wave radio equipment nor whip antennae. \
\
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N. '

;••

i
nar.R p. BQOVEB, a housewife, advised that her

bllsband purchased the 1964 white Oldsnebiie, Dynamic 88 Seda,
to to Ke Motors, Tallulah. She advised that she
drove the vehicle most of tii.ni© flQu tll.6 C8T h<is novor
been used by anyone other her husband *

»

She exhibited the vehicle which by her description
and by observation was a 1964 Oldsmobile Eighty-eight, whifb
in color, with a red Loe Motor decal in the center of the T

rear bumper. The vehicle had only one short antenna near
the trunk. The vehicle had rectangular tallights.
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advised
beBEBWOOD WILBIDB

white Oldsmobileof

WELBORN WILHIHE, son
father DO longer has tn©

from Loe Motors.% •
•

•

advised that .

had no whip
tenna.

1 *as a
only *obi10

i oite®0

ten°a®
tbi0 andhis an

Be further

1964 Bynamic 88 which
conventional radio and an

1
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irshal, State Of Ixmlsiana,
Special Agent and theFire Mar

of the2
LLOYD PEEKINS

was advised of the identity

nature of the contact.
- - ’

. . . I a

9

1963 white,
1963,PEHKINS stated October,

• Eightvehicle’during July' 1966'
•t

/«

four-door ,
and wrecked the

• • •.*.<2 as• •r%

He

stated that he never loaned the vehicl^ to

anyone and never used the vehicle to halt the vehicle of

JOSEPH EDWARDS. He stated that EDWARDS was unknown to
fSZSLJnJ; but he is acquainted with all of the law
enforcement officers in Concordia Parish. He stated that
most of them are of poor character and reputation and in his
opinion, had knowledge of the disappearance of HUWAHDS or
participated in the crime. PERKINS was unable to furnish
any basis for his conclusion, except that the general
reputations of the Concordia Parish law officers indicated
them to be capable and inclined toward a crime against a
Negro.

He
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1
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Office Box 1085 , Natchez,
identity of the Special

1
PETER JOHN NOSSER, Post

Mississippi, was apprised of the

Agent and the nature of the contact .
• •* • ••

/
t

jlunteered information that he purchased a
two-door, sport coupe, medium blue in

1963. This car was used only by
He explained that he divorced

the purchase of the automobile

•-

Be vo
1964 Oldsmobile 98,
color , during October
his wife CAROLYN W. NOSSER.

wife at that time and 4

part of the agreement .his
for her was t

NOSSER advised that he definitely was not
using the Oldsmobile on July 12, 1964 * He stated that
he knew of nô reason for the Vidalia Police Department
to make an inquiry about the license registered to that
vehicle. '

i
J

He stated that he is not a member of aby Klantype organization and has never been affiliated withsuch group . any

*
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nni fcted and remi°^e of the contact.=ys»s?"* **•””r

1

““irS“ .̂'Kliove \
r vldf!ŝ iic»“"Jsl«!*Lsr»i«b ».ut.

the^ormer police car to
°^*p the Buick owned by JOSEPH

Oldsmobile he observ
^ that he recalled seeing the

BDSAROS. STEPHENS stated
^

th
^

t

^ foilowing the incident
Vidalia Police far, a

gtoPped and abandoned ,
when EMAMDS ^r,nclasionPat that time that the white

JH'JL?f incident »«t identical
to the Vidalia Police car .

• • » • *

V

At the present time, he said he cannot recall
whether^the Oldsmobile taillights were rectangular <p square.
He recalls with certainty that the vehicle had twfychig^antennae mounted in the vicinity of thie rdar-'icirnfendeSl̂ ^He feels confident that the red revolving light was on the

dashboard and not on the roof . He said he cannot be
certain that his prior thoughts on the existence ofa LOG Motor emblem on the rear were accurate.

He said
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