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NO 442293

LEADS -
e

JACKSON

% AT NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI

_ -1- Interview Captain J. G. WISNER, Natchez
Police Department, concerning his interview of IONA PERRY
SEWARD relative to her assault by JOSEPH EDWARDS,

-2- Continue contacts with logical informants.

NEW ORLEANS

AT BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

Review records of the Vehicle Registration Section,
Department of Public Safety, to determine the present owner
of the 1964 white Oldsmobile, Model Eighty~Eight, four-door
town sedan, VIN 8441139590, removed from service &s a
Vidalia, Loauisiana, police car and sold either to Czpitol
Auto Auctions, Baton Rouge, or A, B. Post, Inc., Shreveport,
Louisianz. This vehicle had been titled in the name of the
Town of Vidalia although owned by McPhail Car Rentals,
Natchez, Mississippi. :

*AT DEER PARK, LOUISIANA

Interview GECRGE W. FENTON, refrigerator dealer,
currently residing near Jughead's Fish Camp, regarding his
putting 50 to 75 refrigerator cabinets in the river where
decaying flesh surfaced during the Fall of 1964 .
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NO 44-2293

On September 21, 1967,

advised SA
JOSEPH M. AVIGNONE that she did not want to make a state-
ment regarding things she could not prove. She stated
that she would only furnish the following information if
it were treated confidentially and if she would not be
disclosed as the source,

She stated that she was in Clayton, Louisizna,
shortly after JOE EDWARDS was missing. . At this time, she
heard two white men talking, one of whom somecne later said

wss a preacher, heard one white man say to the
alleged white preacher, 'J. P. don't know nothing about it.
A11 he heard, he heard from RAYMOND." advised that

"y, P." is a policeman in Clayton, Louisiana, and RAYMOND
ijs a Vidalia, Louisiana, policeman or city officer who lives

o

in Clayton.

further advised that in the same weel

"JOE was missing,” 'J. P.'" asked BOBBY MARTIN if JOE was
missing. BOBBY said "No" and laddeﬂ at this tims

"oone of us knew JOE was missing." said BOBBY
MARTIN is a Negro male who lives in Clayton on "the left
side of that back road next to the railroad track.' "ﬁfter
st became known that JOE EDWARDS was missing, 'J. P. came
back to MARTIN and said, "I told you JOE was missing.
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II. Investigation Concerning JOSEPH EDWARDS'
Abandoned Automobile and Reported White
Oldsmobile Observed at Scene of Abandonment
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Date 10/6/67

WADELL TURNER, Route 1, Box 166B, was contacted
and advised of the identities of the inte wiewing Agents.,
He provided the following information:

TURNER stated that he has been employed at the
Dixie Lanes Bowling Alley on the Vidalia--Ferriday Highway
from 1963 to the present working as a mechanic on the pin
spoters. His hours of work are from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

TURNER stated that he did not recall a Negro male
named JOSEPH EDWARDS who worked at the Shamrock Motel,
Vidalia, Louisiana, in July, 1964, TURNER stated that
EDWARDS never worked at the Dixie Lanes Bowling Alley because
TURNER and PETE MORALES were the only Negroes that TURNER
could recall as having worked there.

TUERER stated that he did recall seeing a few
years ago a white over green four-door Buick parked on the
side street near the bowling alley. TURNER stated that
he never examined the car and that he never saw anyone
around it. TURNER stated that he had heard that the owner
of the car had disappeared. TURNER could not recall the

source of the rumor and could not remember any other details
about the rumor, '
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FRANK DE LAUGHTER that he had observed a vehicle park

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
l‘,v'"'_"-_ _-""-‘H

4 ‘
Date Qctober 3, 1967

RAYMOND KEATHLEY, Clayton, Louisiana, adviged that
when he was Deputy Sheriff in Concordia Parish, Louisiana
he reported to other Deputies IKE CALLON, BILL OGDEN, and’
ed
the south side of the Vidalia - Ferriday Highway in thﬂun
vicinity of the bowling alley for a number of days and
believed that some inquiry should be made, |

DE LAUGHTER stated that the car belonged "to the
nigger who had smarted off to the girls at the Shamrock
Motel. We won't be bothered with that black smart SOB any
more, "

One of the deputies also commented at that time
that a8 white Oldsmobile or white Dodge had been reportedly
seen in the vielity of the abandoned car and it was indi-
cated that the white car was involved in the incident.

KEATHLEY stated that he drove a Sheriff's vehicle
which was a white 1964 Dodge and he felt concerned that they
mentioned a white Dodge in this connection as he had had a
csr similar to BILL OGDEN's Sheriff's vehicle and was fre-

quently accused of things in which OGDEN was apparently
involved,

KEATHLEY added that the Vidalia Police Department
had a2 white 1964 Oldsmobile which had two antennae on the
trunk. He stated that the Vidalia patrol car used a red
emergency dashboard light for some period,

KEATHLEY advised that he had no information con-
cerning a conversation between a preacher and another unknown
individual relstive to JOSEPH EDWARDS' disappearance,
KEATHLEY- advised, however, that the preacher may have been

by
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NO 44-2293

JERRY A, MEANS, 601 Virginia Street, Ferriday, Louisiana
who has been very sympathetic with the Negro causes in tﬂe
area. With regard to the person whose initials J, P, were
mentioned during the conversation as a law enforcement
officer, KEATHLEY was of the opinion that J. P, referred
to J. P. SCRUGGS, Town Marshal, Clayton, Louisiana.

KEATHLEY advised that he was acquainted with
JAMES GOSS, Louisiana Probation Officer, through their
respective interests in law enforcement. KEATHLEY advised
that GOSS was known to drive a late model Rambler and .
stayed at the Shamrock Motel on Thursday of each week,

On one occasion, he had a woman with him, whom
GOSS introduced as his wife. She was attractive, had
dark hair--but not a brunstte, and was sbout five feet
: six inches tall with a heavy build. '

KEATHLEY did mot know GOSS to be dating the
crippled registration clerk at the Shamrock Motel nor
PAULINE BROWN, 2 cleaning woman at the motel. C0SS was ;
known to be friendly with Deputy Sheriff FRANK DE LAUGHTER
and they used to go around to the various "joints'" together,

With regard to Chief of Police BUD SPINKRS, Vidalia,
Louisiana, Police Department, KEATHLEY did not know of any
close sssociates of SPINKS who did not have a good reputatiecn.
SPINKS was known to have used a camp owned by several men
from Shreveport, Louisizna, at NOWLAND SIMPSON's Red River
Camp,
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Date 10/6/67

CHARLES JORDAN, Business Manager, McPhail
Oldsmobile, Inc., Highway 61 North, advised that the record
of his office show that his 1964, model 88,vhite, four-door :
Town Sedan, Vehicle Identification Number 844M139590 was
transferred to McPhail Car Rentals, a subsidi
McPhail Oldsmobile, Inc. : ST

This vehicle was leased to the town of Vidalia
Louvisiana, for use as a police car. Delivery was EffEEt;d
about October 15, 1963, and this vehicle was traded during
October, 1964, for a 1965 model Oldsmobile. The repair
records for that vehicle are no longer available but if
a red emergency light was installed on top of that vehicle
the Town of Vidalia purchased the extra equipment and in ali
probability obtained the item from Penka Parts, Inc., Matchez.

. The records do not show what disposition was
made of the vehicle after its return from the Vidalia Police
Department, but the vehicle was known to have been sold
“wh?lesale" to either Captial Auto Auctions, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, or to A. B. POST, Shreveport, Louisiana, during
October or November, 1965.
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Mr. JORDAN stated that the most unusual detail
of this leasing arrangement is that the Town of Vidalia
obtains a Louisiana title for these vehicles in order to
avoid Mississippi taxes.
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FO-300 (Rev. 4-15-80)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.

10/6/67

R

Datle

J. M. "GuUs" WILLETT, Salesman, Loe Chevrolet
Company, Talluleh, Louisiena, was interviewed at the Loe
Chevrolet offices, WILLETT is acquainted with the identity
of SA BRADY, He was advised of the nature of the investiw
gation and furnished the following information:

After he was shown a photograph of JAMES B, GO0SS
WILLETT stated that the photograph appeared very similar té
the GOSS who wes formerly employed by the Department of
Probation and Parole in Tallulah, Louisiana, He stated that
the office is almost directly across from the Loe Chevrolet
Compsny and he hss seen GOSS entering the office on several
occasions in the past, sbout two years ago.

He advised that to the best of his knowledge, Loe
Chevrolet Company never sold GOSS a 1963 or 1964 white
Oldsmobile,

WILLETT provided the factory invoices for the Lee
Chevrolet Company for the years 1963 and 1964 which invoices
reflect all the vehicles purchased by the company during
those years., He ststed that in the folder would be several
Oldsmobile invoices and if the vehicle has a color code of -
CCA, it would be 2 white Oldsmobile, =

A review of these invoices provided the following ~
persons who purchased white Oldsmcbiles from 1963 to 1964
and the addresses of these persons were subsequently furanished N
by Mr. WILLETT: T

DALE P. HOOVER - - (S
st. Joseph, Loulsians .
1964 Oldsmobile Eighty~Eight sedan
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J. M., "GUS" WILLETT, Salesman, Loe Chevrolet
Company, Tallulah, Louisiana, was interviewed at the Loe
Chevrolet offices, WILLEIT is acquainted with the identity
of SA BRADY. He was advised of the nature of the investi-
gation and furnished the following information:

After he was shown a photograph of JAMES B, GOSS,
WILLETT stated that the photograph appeared very similar to
the GOSS who was formerly employed by the Department of
Probation and Parole in Tallulah, Louisiana, He stated that
the office is almost directly across from the Loe Chevrolet
Company and he has seen GOSS entering the office on several
occasions in the past, about two years ago.

He advised that to the best of his knowledge, Loe
Chevrolet Company never sold GOSS a 1963 or 1964 white
Oldsmobile,

WILLETT provided the factory invoices for the Lce
Chevrolet Company for the years 1963 and 1964 which invoices
reflect all the vehicles purchased by the company during
those years, He stated that in the folder would be several
Oldsmobile invoices and if the vehicle has a color code of
CCA, it would be 2 white 0Oldsmobile,

A review of these invoices provided the following
persons who purchased white Oldsmcbiles from 1963 to 1964

and the addresses of these persons were subsequently furnished
by Mr. WILLETT:

DALE P. HOOVER
St. Joseph, Loulsiana
1964 Oldsmobile Eighty-~Eight sedan

Oa__ 10/5/67 5 _ Tallulzh, Louisiana _ pjle 4 . NO 44-2293
by — SA JOHN D. ERADY /blw Date dictated —10/6/67
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V. Interviews of Persons Reportedly
Members of a Klan-type Organization

30
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£ “ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO Vi -

Date _September 29, 1957

THOR LEE TORGERSEN, 1405 Westwood Street,
immediately acknowledged the identity of the interviewing
Agent, reported that he understocd completely his rights,
and further stated that he had no objection whatsoever to

conversing with the interviewing Agent,

Concerning JOSEFH EDWARDS, a Negro bellhop at
the Shamrock Motel in Vidalia, Louisiana, who diszppeared
in 1964, TORGERSEN advised that he knew EDWARDS as a bellhop
at this motel. He advised, however, that he had no knowledge
whatsoever of EDWARDS' disappearance. He stated further
that he had never heard that any foul play had come to
EDWARDS and knew nothing concerning his disappearance.

TORGERSEN volunteered that EDWARDS was "hustling"
girls for NELLIE JACKSON, a prominent Natchez, Mississippi,
madam, during early 1964. TORGERSEN stated further that
JACKSON also had 2 "white" Negro working at the Shamrock
Motel as a desk clerk in 1964 who was also engaged in
prostitution at this motel and was possibly working with
EDWARDS in this prostitution activity.

e
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pate 10/4/67

LESTER LEE WELLS was contacted at his residence
on the J. M. Jones Lumber Company, Government Fleet Road,
and was advised of the identities of the interviewing
Agents. He provided the following information:

WELLS stated that he is not and never has been
a member of any Klan organization, WELLS stated that he

has no knowledge of the identity or activities of any
Klan members.

WELLS stated that he did not know the Negro
porter at the Shamrock Motel, Vidalia, Louisiana, named
JOSEPH EDWARDS who disappeared in July, 1964, WELLS stated
that he has no knowledge and he has heard no rumors
concerning the facts of EDWARDS' disappearance.

New ﬂrleans_&é-iﬂﬂa
On 9/29/67 at Natchez, Mississippi File # Jackson 44-65
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Date 10/6/67

EDWARD RAY WILSOHN, S04 Morgan Avenue, was contacted
and advised of the iﬁentities of the interviewing Agents‘
He provided the following information:

WILSON stated that he has been employed as the
night clerk at the Shamrock Motel, Vidalia, Louisiana, from
October, 1957, to the present. His working hours are from
9:00 p.m. tn_? 00 a.m. seven days a week.

WILSON stated that he did not recall a Negro
parter named JOSEPH EDWARDS who was employed at the Shamrock

in July, 1964. WILSON stated that he recalled that ICNA PERRY

worked at the Shamrock for a short time in 1964, WILSON
stated he did not know if EDWARDS had ever insulted PERRY.

WILSON could not recall any other information concerninmg PERRY.

WILSON stated that he had no knowledge concerning
any prostitituion activities at the Shamrock. WILSON
stated that he did not kaow RED GLOVER, HOMER BUCK HORTON,
KENNETH NORMAN HEAD, or JAMES GOSS. WILSGH stated that he
did not know about any date that EDWARDS thought he was
going to have with a white girl,

On
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10/17/67

1 - Mr. Long

Airtel

SAC, New Orleans (44-22983)
Director, FBI (44-37106)

* %mms - VICTIN
RIGHTS

i

Rereps of SA Merriman D. Diven dated 9/29/67

i should expedite the leads set forth in
ports particularly the lead concerning
Chief Bud Spinks regarding his records of
ult of Iona Perry Seward. You should also
lead concerning the locating and interviewi
Jackson, former maid at Shamrock Motel,

should also give consideration to again

the Phoenix Office to locste and interview: ==
shing, It is to be noted that Mrs. Rushing

at the Shamrock Motel and was guite friendly
is, You should also give consideration to
nd interviewing one Mario Hernaridez, former .
eriff of Adams County, who allegedly drove an

white Oldsmobile.

You should continue to afford this matter

jus handling and take the necessary steps to :
7y complete all facets of investigative leads. ’Il
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Adrtel 1 - Mr. Long

To: SAC, New Orleans (44-2293)
From: Director, FBI (44-37106)

UHEUBE{%D
JOSEPH EDWARDS = VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS

Rereps of SA Merriman D. Diven dated 8/29/67
and 10/13/67, at New Orleans,

You should expedite the leads set forth in
referenced reports particularly the lead concerning
interview of Chief Bud Spinks regarding his records of
Fdwards' assault of Jona Perry Seward. You should also
expedite the lead concerning the locating and interviewin
of Cordellis Jackson, former maid at Shamrock Motel.

You should alsoc give consideration to again
requesting the Phoenix Office to locsate and interview:- =¥
one Mrs., Rushing, It is to be noted that Mrs, Rushing
was 8 guest at the Shamrock Motel and was guite friendly
with Edwards, You should also give consideration to
locating and interviewing one Mario Hernsridez, former . ..
deputy sheriff of Adams County, who allegedly drove an

unmerked white Oldsmobile,

vou should continue to afford this matter

expeditious handling and take the necessary steps to =
thoroughly complete all facets of investigative leads. '
-seoel= 1
e 13 FLo2koe=
(4) MAILED 19 B
CA- | ugin o wst REC-14 e OCT 191967,
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NO 44-2293

*AT VIDALIA, LOUISIANA

«1l= Interview Chief BUD SPINKS regarding his
records of EDWARDS' assault of IONA PERRY SEWARD and his
knowledge and possible involvement in EDWARDS' disappearance.

=2« Locate-and interview CORDELLIA JACKSON, former
 maid at Shamrock Motel, concerning finding EDWARDS in a :
motel room. ~

#A11 leads indicated by an asterisk will be
coordinated with the investigation of Bureau special
"WHARBOM" at Natchez, Mississippi.

ADMINISTRATIVE:

All persnns‘cunta:ted during the course of this
investigation were advised thzt the inquiry was being made
at the specific request of JOHN DOAR, Assistant Attorney
General, Civil Rights Division, U. S. Department of Justice.

The investigative period of the instant report
overlaps the period of the referenced report in‘that some
of the FD-302's were not available at the time of the
preparation of referenced report.

COVER PAGE
c

o — e ———— - ]

NW#: 9008 ocId: 59168577




NO 44-2293
EAS/blw
1

The following investigation was conducted by
Sg ERNEST A. SERENA in Natchez, Mississippi, on September 7
1967 :

: Reverend HENRY RUSSELL, 907 North Pine Street
advised that he was unfamiliar with either the names
JOSEPH EDWARDS or (first name unknown) BLANTON. He said
that he did not recall whether or not he had seen (FNU)
BLANTON on the televised civil rights hearings from Jackson,
Mississippi, in February of 1965 but that Mr. WEST, who
operates West Funeral Home, Natchez, had testified at those
hearings and he might be able to further identify (FNU)
BLANTON,

GEORGE F. WEST, 411 North Pine Street, advised
that he knew no one by the names of JOSEPH EDWARDS or
(FNU) BLANTON. He said that he had testified at the civil
rights hearings in Jackson in 1964 but he did not recall
anyone who had been beaten and given castor oil, who had
2lso testified. The only man who testified whose name
resembled BLANTON was WILEY A. BRANTON, an attorney from
Pine Bluff, Arkansas. WEST advised that he was certain
that BRANTON had not been involved in any beatings that
- took place in Natchez.

WEST advised that a review of the proceedings ?f
the 1965 Civil Rights hearings indicated that the following
people from Adams County, Mississippi, had testified:

BRUCE LLOYD PAYNE
LEONARD RUSSELL
ARCHIE C. CURTIS
ALFRED WHITLEY
EDWIN D. WOLF,
JOHN G. NASSER
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NO 44-2293
2

GEORGE F., WEST

Referend WILLY SCOTT

JAMES ODELL ANDERS g
JAMES THEODORE ROBINSON

ARCHIE CURTIS, 106 East Franklin Avenue, advised
that he did not know anyone by the name of JOSEPH EDWARDS
or (FNU) BLANTON who had been victims of Klan violence in
1964. He said that he vaguely recalls having been informed
of the incident involving a boy from the Shamrock Motel
but is not familiar with any of the details.

CURTIS advised that DAVID FLEMING, 17 Bishop
Street, was a commercial painter who might be able to
identify (FNU) BLANTON,

DAVID FLEMING, North Pine and Purnell Streets,
advised that he was a painter by trade, specializing in
remodeling antebellum homes in the Natchez area. He said
that for this reason, he works with a small, steady crew
eand is not acquainted with many of the transient painters
who come into the srea. He sazid that he did not know a
painter by the name of BLANTON.

He sazid that he did not have 2ny specific knowledge
concerning any painters who had been in trouble with the
Klan but that sbout three months ago, he had heard some of
the men he works with discussing the fact that a painter
had gotten into trouble with the Klan and had to leave town.
He said that he could not recall who had been discussing this
incident but advised that he would "ask around" and notify
the FBI if he discovered anything.

FLEMING advised that 2 former partner of his,
FRANCIS RAWLINS, Nine' Railroad Alley, was also a painter.
He said that RAWLINS ran a large crew of painters ?nd
specialized in production work. He said that any itinerant
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gA DANIEL P, MC LAUGHLIN and SA EARL E. BOYD
contacted the following individuals on September 19, 1967.
These individuals stated their files failed to reflect
JOSEPH EDWARDS ever being registered with their respective

boards:

GEORGE A. EYRICH, JR.
Local Board No. One
Natchez, Mississippi

Mrs. MYRTLE FINLEY, Clerk
Local Board No, 14
Catahoula Parish
Harrisonburg, Louisiana
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I, Investigation Concerning JOSEPH EDWARDS' -_
Activities at the Shamrock Motel, :
Vidalia, Louisiana : _ =
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

y

Date S€Ptember ‘11, 1967

Mrs. CAROL WESTBROOK, Apartment 15, St. Franc | s
Manor, 508 West LaGrange Street, was intarviéwad 1nriﬂ:1= %
presence of ber husbanrd RICHARD WESTBROOK at their mutual
request. She orally related the following information:

. She worked at the Shamrock Motel, Vidalia,
Louisiana, ina about 196)% and again in the late Fall of 1263,
and early Winter of 1964. She did not work after the early
Winter months of 1964 in Vidalia. When she worked at that
location, Mrs, (FNU) PRICE was the manager of the motel and
FRANCES CUPIT was a waitress. The latter is erippled.
y

She dces not recall ever hearing the name
JOSEPH EDWARDRS or Jos Edwards as being associated with the
.Shamrock Motel and does not recall the names of any Negro :
male employees of the Shamrock. She specifically does not
recall any employce fitting the description of EDWARDS.
She was never approached by a Negro male employee, of the
Shamrock or slsewhere, in an offensive or insulting manuer.,
She never heard anything that indicated FRANCES CUPIT or .
any other female employee of the Shamrock was contacted by a .
Negro in this manner. She recalls FRANCES CUPIT was
married at the time she was there and nesver heard anything
that indicated FRANCES CUPIT was dating a Natchez,
Mississippi, police officer or any other officer. She,
WESTBROOK, did not date a policeman while in that area and
she knows of no other female employee at the Shamrock

dating a police officer.

f
!
-

During the time she was employed at the Shamrock,
she heard nothing that indicated any Negro had been lured
anyplace in the belief he was going to have a date with a
white girl. She heard of no plans to lure ary Negro,
including EDWARDS, at a future dazte or any such person
having been lured tc any designated area prior to that time.
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Date .S€ptember 11, 1967

Ly
o

Mrs. CAROL WESTBROOK, Apartwent 15, St, Francig  *
Manor, 508 West LaGrange Street, was interviewed in the E
presence of ber husbard RICHARD WESTBROOK at their mutual
request. She orally related the following information:

- She worked at tha Shamrock Motel, Vidalia, :
Louisiana, in about 196} and again in the late Fall of 1263,
and early Winter of 1964. She did not work after the early ;
Winter months of 1964 in Vidalia. When she worked at that S g
location, Mrs. (FNU) PRICE was the manager of the motel and :
FRANCES CUPIT was a waitress, The latter is crippled. -
. 5

She doces not recall ever hearing the name
JOSEPH EDWARDS or Joe Edwards as being associated with the S
Shamrock Motel and does not recall the names of any Negro .
male employees of the Shamrock. She specifically does not
recall any employce fitting the description of EDWARDS,
‘She was never approached by a Negro male employee, of the
Shamrock or slsewhere, in an offensive or insulting manuer,
She never heard anything that indicated FRANCES CUPIT or
any other female employee of the Shamrock was contacted by a
Negro in this manner. She recalls FRANCES CUPIT was
married at the time she was there and never heard anything
that indicated FRANCES CUPIT was dating a Natchez,
Mississippi, police officer or any other officer. §She,
WESTBROOK, did not date a policeman while in that area and
she knows of no other female employee at the Shamrock
dating a police officer,. :

i .! " = -U«H “hﬁf
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During the time she was employed at the Shamrock,
she heard nothing that indicated any Negro had been lured
anyplace in the belief he was going to have a date with a
white girl. Sha heard of no plans to lure any Negro,
including EDWARDS, at a future dzte or any such person
baving been lured tc any designated area prior to that time.
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No Negro made any advinces whatsoever toward her
at any time while she was in the Yidalia area and she has no
information that such advances were made to any other
female at the Shamrock, including CUPIT. '

She recalls that sometime unrecalled, but believed
to be after she moved from the Vidalia area, she dropped a
butane gas tank on her foot which injured her toe. This
caused her to hop around for a fairly long while; however,
to her recollection, this was after she left Vidalia and
she can recall no other time she bad an injury to her foot,
toe, or otherwise which caused her to limp. '

: She is presently married to RICHARD WESTBROOE and
she works as an evening bartendér at the Bamboo Club, 3
Highway 14, Lake Charles, Louisiana. She worked at the
Shamrock as CAROL POWELL, as this was prior to her marriage
to WESTBROOK. "

Mrs. WESTBROOK concluded by stating ske has no
knowledge of an incident involving EDWARDS and in fact she
has not heard anything concerning a possible violent
incident involving a Negro male employee of the Shamrock.
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Sometime later, she observed GLOVER at the Cross-
rosds Store located at 275 Lower Woodville Road, Natchez,
Mississippi. This was about two months after FRANK MORRIS
a Negro shoemaker, was burned to death in a fire at Ferrida;,
Louisisna. GLOVER, drunk at the time, stated, "I hated to
burn the son of 8 b==== up, but I had to do it."

She had entered the store to make a purchase and
observed in the company of GLOVER the following:

-1- SAM BIANKER (phonetic) - Then proprietor of
the store snd now the operator of the Standard Service
Station at Canal Street and the Bridge Bypass.

-2- A white male with sandy hair who drives a
1957 or 1958 green and ivory Ford with the antenna in the
center of the roof and who is employed at an electric shop
next to the A & P Foed Store in Natchez, [

-3- A white male who drives a cream and green
1956 Oldsmobile. He is tall and slender with blond hair
and blue eyes, :

The above-mentioned white male with the green and
ivory Ford once came to the Shamrock Motel and demanded to
know who had hired her. He was generally abusive and added
that he knew where she lived, He followed her from the
motel on et least two occaslons.

When shown a photograph of JAMES B. GOSS, she
stated that he looked like the big man from Shreveport,
Louisiana, who registered at the Shamrock Mctel while she
worked there. He became angry when she casually attempted
| tc observe and record his license number. He then tore up |
his registration card. He was driving a dark car of unrecalled
make and model.

]
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DONALD HOLLAND - WALKER stated that she knows
DONALD HOLLAND to be a friend of JOHN MC PHAIL, the owner
of McPhail Oldsmobile Company in Natchez, '

WARREN G. WILSON - WALKER stated that WILSON is
3 realtor who at one time, at her request, put a "For Sale"
sign on her property. WILSON later came back and took
the sign down without explanation..

WALTER REED = REED frequently came into the Sham~
rock Motel alonme. Several months ago, he tried to sell
insurance to her at her residence. He was then driving a
white Chevrolet and later passed her residence driving 3
Cheyrolet stationwagon.
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Date _ 9/19/67

) ROBERTA CARLOS WALKER, 11 Oak Lane, Cloverdale,
telephonically contacted SA BENZ at 442-4706 and provided
the following information:

WALKER stated that L. L. WELLS who lives and works
at the J. M. Jones Lumber Company, Inc., Government Fleet
Road, told WALKER that the Negro porter named JOSEPH EDWARDS
who worked at the Shamrock Motel, Vidalia, Louisiana, and had
disappesred a few years ago was killed by a dozen men.
WALKER stated that WELLS would not elaborate any further
on his statement.

New Orleans 44-2293

I
oo 9/16/67 ot Natchez, Mississippi File 4 Jackson 44-65
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LAURA CROW, 1662 Azalea Drive, was contacted and
was advised of the identities of the interviewing Agents,
She provided the following information:

She stated that she has been employed as a waitress
at the Shamrock Motel, Vidalia, Louisiana, for many years,
CROW stated that sometime in the past, she had her tires
slashed on her car while she was working at the Shamrock.

CROW stated that her husband reported this
incident to the police and the police picked up a subject
who said that he slashed her tires by mistake thinking that
| her car belonged to someone else, CROW could not recall to
| which police department this matter was reported,

| CROW stated that she had no knowledge or informa-
| tion concerning the disappearance of JOSEPH EDWARDS,

New Orleans 44-2203
On__9/22/67 . _Vidalia, Louisiana File 4 Jackson 44-2044

SA IMAN D. DIVEN Jackson 44-65

by _ SAGEORGE F, BENZ GFB/blw: pate dictated 9/23/67
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Date __9{25 f_'ﬁ ?__

B —

CLABE EDWARDS, Box 53, the brother of JOSEPH
EDWARDS, was contacted and advised of the identities of
the interviewing Agents., He provided the fnlinwing
information,

EDWARDS stated that when his brother worked at
the Shamrock Motel in Vidalia, Louisiana, his brother
borrowed $100 from his boss at the Shamrock in order to
purchase a car. One day EDWARDS was waiting for his
brother at the Shamrock and his brother pointed to s msn
end said, "That's my bossman," and his brother indicated
that his boss had given him the money with which to buy
a8 car,

EDWARDS described the man to whom ﬁis brother
pointed as being sort of bald-headed.

EDWARDS stated that his brother had told him that
it was his practice to drive some girls thatr worked at the
Shamrock back to Natchez, Mississippi, every evening after
they finished working,

EDWARDS stasted that his brother had told him that
the following incident occurred at the Shamrock Motel in
early June, 1964:

His brother was at his duty station at the Sham-
rock desk, A lady registered at the motel called the desk
and asked for "something" to be brought to her room. His
brother took that "something" to the woman's room znd upon
reaching the door, was told to enter. When his brother
entered the room, the woman was naked and on the bed. His
brother turned zround a2nd left and took that "something"
with him, .

On
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His brother then passed a white man who was going
to the same room who did not notice his brother. After
his brother was proceeding back to the desk with that
"something!' the white man came out of the woman's room and
stared at his brother. His brother proceeded to the desk
and never returned with that '"something" that the woman
had requested and shortly thereafter, went off duty.

EDWARDS stated that at the time his brother
disappeared, his brother was dating a Negro woman named
LILLIAN LEE and that LEE supposedly saw his brother on or
about the night his brother disappeared. EDWARDS stated
that LEE presently lives in New Orleans, Louisiana, and
that LEE's father is JIM LEE, who drives a school bus in
Ferridsy, Louisiana.

EDWARDS stated that a WILLIE (last name unknown),
who presently lives across the railroad tracks from the
Handy Stop on the road to Ferriday, Louisiana, inquired
about his brother's whereabouts after his brother had
disappeared. EDWARDS told WILLIE that his brothexr was
still missing. During the course of their conversation,
WILLIE (last name unknown) indicated that he and EDWARDS'
brother had worked together at the bowling alley just
before EDWARDS' brother disappeared.
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