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INVESTIGATION OF JAMES BUFORD GOSS,

LOUISIANA PROBATION OFFICER : |
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INFORMATION RELATIVE TO A

' WHITE OLDSMOBILE SEEN AT

SITE WHERE EDWARDS'S CAR
WAS ABANDONED
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_ INVESTIGATION OF FLESH FOUND IN
| | RIVER AT DEER PARK, LOUISIANA
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INVESTIGATION
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street
A G 405 Westwood SC )
¥ o TORCERSEN, 1 | e
“iUH LH. :,r')mn,d ‘--l-'p'['_('lﬂ‘ntity Of the inter‘

litn:tmllm{_'lv ﬂi‘l{th!wl, iy e Objections
'I- ing Agent and adviged thi |
viewlng AR

what soevey Lo tollking to the Ag

TORCERSEN advised that dHang_ L;)égiugz Ec'n:t: gge
KOWARDS to bhe a Negro bellhop nnd 8cnexf\QGEﬁSENysta Py
:;hmm-«_wk Motel fn Vidalia, Lmlisiana. _L,. - t i ‘sham...
(hat he also knew that EDWARDS, while employed a -

vook Motel, was actively "hustling' girls for NELLIE JACKSON,

a Negro Natehez, Mississippil, madam,

He wtated forther that NELLIE JACKSON had placed
a "white" Negro in the Shamrock Motel employed ae g desk
clerk and that this person was also asctively engaged in
prostitution while at the Shamrock Motel. He stated that

this "white" Newro regsides clogse to the entrance of Intere
national Paper Company in Natehes,

TORGERSEN denied
JOE FDWARDSR disappearance
LEOm an unrecalled
i1 110 L8 )

My knowledpe whatsoever of the
alm‘ stated that he had only hesrd
source that EDWARDS had moved Chica
fomelime during the summer of 1984 . b A
In response to auses
valtreas at the oms . 0 Questions concep R s Y
;3\;:“ ;nt_ the Shamrock Motel during @ar?miga ¢rippled |
Ve r U that there was a Mrs, CROWR who uged f,'i” TORGERSEN




' during 1 :
sed that toeners 1. £lunky

d .
o be 8 Negro b‘?llhop aniana. TORGERSEN St&ted

TORGERSEN advi

L, W | " (& Sham

shamrock Motel 0 0 teniaRDs, while employed itLt‘.iE JACKSON,

e & tively ihustling' girls for NELLIL J& 3
¢

’ § ) 3
ok Farel, WAE SCLACE L i _
ecro Natchez, Mississippl, madari.
o

a e

. ne stated further that NELLIE JACKSON had ?latlzced
2 "white" Negro in the Shamrock Motel erftployed as & des
clerk and thet this person Was slso actively engaged 1in
prostitutidn while at the Shamrock Motel. He stated that
this "white Negro resides ciose to the entrance of Inter-
national Paper Company in Natchez.

i ony TORGERSEN denied any knowledge whatsoever of thne
JOE EDWARDS disappearance and stated that he had only heard

F et E :
ﬁom an unrecax}eq source that EDWARDS had moved tec Chicago
linois, sometime during the Summer of 1984 :

AR ain‘tgsgﬁg;ﬁogﬁ Ic‘t:'uestions concerning a crippled
winiced shilis ! lotel durmvgvhem]:iy 3964, TORGERSEN
vil0  11ve b‘Etwe.en
employed as a waitress
votel. He stated

Ve &8 wa ' 'R
vidalia end Ferrida s a Mrs, CROWR
during tha time

Vs Louisiana,
ot the Shamrock

PO S Rl TR
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FEDERAL 67
Date ____.9—/__8,[—///
vt N&tChEZg
TACKSON, 410 North Ranl:l{_in usit;z;s:’jnﬂ
- - ] X101 e =
r‘JEL‘L;-z dvised of the offJ:C;;t;; qature of the
: . 1 h N . ) ana = .
Mississ1PP if e SpEClal Agents 3 statement OL her

contact. She ¥ ;ch was also reé .
Conscitutional TighEs PG "ope did not.des e R
urnish any information

a warning O= 2
SPH EDWARDS ¢ .

JACKSON stated that she is cgrrgm‘:]’_y Elnder an
injuaction from the Gity of Natchez, MisslsSS1pPPis for 1l
operating a house of prostitution, She advised that she |
was not parsonally acquainted with JOSEPH EDWARDS and had
~aver received any telephone calls from him, nor had he i |
over contacted her to arrange for prostituticn dates for ‘

himself or anycne else.

PR T R I T P TS

Bt e d i iy =
- 3 = = "
Al = 4‘

g She advised that she learned from EDDIE (Last
gimijfffm)’ a resident of Natchez, and an elderly employze |
e ggglgizebof the Shamroc.k Motel, Vidalia, Louisiana; H
Cc &ppare;t een a -POfter in the motel who disaPOéared ' |
e Dredk FEASRE. L S :

wnity was interested in EDWARDS' digarcea: =
ilsappearance becsause

of the numerous £ i
e nurerous floggings that had taken place during 1964

| JACKSON
EDVARDS * disappgzrstated that she knew of no reason £

anyone, nor epc; ea-.n?ec He is not Rnown to h‘eaSOH fOr :
created 311 w-ici'lg ¢ in any activities which ave insulted i
prostitution Zztatter‘_ticn that Enwwnseme‘ Ne inform:
race, ¥He vates .for girls of .e'i't DS Was W




lNVESTlGAT|ON
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! FD-302 (Rev. "¢ 1
‘ : | aUREAU OF

FE DEK AL
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Date -

<cON, 416 North rankin Street, N?tchEZ,
NELLIE JACKSUYe o ¢he official and personag e
was & . ;  of the nature O
-he S ecial 3 tement of her
7 idenmfiessﬁs tt».;as fgrnished a c0P51’ S,fr:azt:liud to her
contact. 2 . hich was als B
s : hts whicC A . o gign
consthuglonalcﬁzgadvised that she did not .‘d?sége t j_nfgvmai:ion
by S DIVEN, she edvized LS, reed £o furnish any £AfeS
a warning of Iis™ p Qo
concerning'JOSEPh EDWARDS

- ] ~ cly under an
eon ctated that she is c?rrgnt._ : ‘
T ymof Nacchez, MisslssipPl, for
She advised that she

om the Cit
aise OFEUE OSEPH EDWARDS and had
nor had he

was not personally acquéd

never received any telep sl
ever contacted her CO arxa ¥
himself or anycne else.

+hat she learned from E .
£ Natchez, and an elderly employze
iisiana;

injunction % 3

ati a h : |
i inted with J
hone calls from him,

nge for prostitutic

She advised

Namz Unknown), @ resident O ; : ’ ;
o Shamrock Motel, Vidalia, Lou

or former employee of t ‘
| that EDWARDS had been a poxter in the motel who dicappeared
| ‘without apparent reason. She advised ttat thea Negro

comnunity was interested in EDUARDS ' disappearance because
of the nurerous floggings that had taken place during 1964.

= JACKSON stated that she knew of no reascn for

FDWARDS' disappearance. He is not known to have insulted

anyone, nor engaged in any activities which might have

created 311 will or given vent td violence. Ne information

has come to her attenticn that EDWARDS was arranging
rostitution dates for girls of either the wnite or Hegro

He was not known to have dated any white girls himself,

race.,

: : New Orleans 44-22%
0n /666 Natchez, Mississippi. Fie ¢ Jackson 144»62} it

E

S4z MERRTMAN D, DIVEHN and
GECRGE F, BENZ /¥DD:ils

by /¢
Date dictated - 8/7/67 s

This document contains nej
i mern 2115 ﬂesf.ller I"eCO[nm‘s-‘d. e
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NO 44-2293
JIN 44-65

was acquainted with

a3 white man who had once
She visited Mrs. RUSHING when they
Apartments. Mrs. RUSHING told

her that she had stayed at the shamrock Motel a short time'
before. Mrs. RUSHING stated that her child. drowned at the
Shamrock Motel swimming pool and JOSEPH EDWARDS attempted €O

save him,. but slipped and FDWARDS would have drowned if

Mrs. RUSHING had not helped him. Mrs. RUSHING further -

advised JACKSON that she went tO school with Negroes and did
erior or discriminated against.

not believe Negroes were inf _
Mrs. RUSHING is believed to have held EDWARDS in high

regard for his life saving attempt.

ed that she

JACKSON stat
. RUSHING,

Name Unknown)

Mr. (First
ighbor.

been a former neE
resided in the River Oaks

- Mrs. RUSHING further advised JACKSCN that the

incident occurred while they were on the patio of the
motel and either she or her husband went to get some soft
drinks. Each one thought the other was watching the baby.
The unattended child was not noticed in the pool in time €O
save him. JACKSON stated that My. RUSHING worked in the oil
:;;Eéds. His wife is not known to have had any cdates with

¥ men, nor was EDWARD now ints E
i o, M g ‘forsh];;?{ n to have been intimate with

: I
The RUSHINGS ret : s o

which accordingutgi'iig}’ég;l'l:?i:coic{ Eh?lr SELENES Y
b ity Ok TR ection was Arxrizona or

O gﬁg:igi;t;t?ge?ntggg sl;e wil_l make inquiries in
-~ | s e O Oort to determi - e |
parsons ha o s rmine whether any
Py mayagzvknowledge OL EDWARDS activities and ass;c?.z% s

| e some bearing on his disappearance. §n




Date ._9/8[67 e

| ‘ 18 October Street, was interviewed
WILLIgeggI;I;At d was advised of the
;ztho ia FORD provided the
formation:

at the Natch
jdentities ©
following in

FORD state

for five years at the

d that he worked
b was to do odd

ShamrockiMotel,‘Vidalia, Louisiana. His jo
jobs such as transport linen and maids from Nat

to the Shamrecck.

alled a Negro porter named

FORD stated that he rec .
Shamrock in June and July of

JOSEPH EDWARDS who worked at the
d that he recalled that EDVARDS was

1964. FORD state
continually late for work.

. FORD advised that one day a Shamrock maid named
CORDELLTA: JACKSON (presently living in Vidalia, Louisiana)
hat was supposedly unoccupied.

tried to go into a room ti
Since it was locked from the inside, JACKSON went to the

main ?ffice to get a key. JACKSON returned and found EDVARDS
slecping in the room. FORD stated that he had never heard

of any rumor that EDWARDS had been sent to clean a room

znd that EDWARDS found. two persons in this supposedly -

unoccupied room.,

FORD advised that EDWARDS had tcld FORD that

ggljiijgi’hgd ofter.x gotEen $5 from white men staying at the
Stréetwﬁainghonmg NELLIE JACKSON, a procurer on Rankin
- chez, Mississippi, who would send over Negxo

chez, Misszissippi,

prostitutes in a cab to the Shamrock. FORD advised that these

i , |
52:*: :ggédszot accept less than $10. FORD stated that ther
reet mext to the Shamrock that could be used E‘Ye

thes ' '
e girls to enter and leave unnoticed. FORD advised

on _9/5/ 67 ot natchez, Mississippi

_ e’nt cor ‘ ’ - |

Shs GEORGE F. BENZ o
by MERRIMAN ﬁD, DIVEN i

our agency: it and its conten nelusions of the &
oL Lo be disiributed outside y e,

--
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
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FEDERAL auREAU OF INVES

Date 9/8/ _6__.7 L ——————

' - ‘nterviewed
tober gtreet, was 1n
goirs g advised of the

. - iacee ASBOCY and was i

identities 0

. . & '0n:
following informatl

for five years &t the
» » : 2 . dd

i i siana. H1S job was tO do ©
mrock Motel, vidalia, Loui LR R P
%ﬁf:uch as t;anspm‘t linen and maids from Natchez, Miss1ss81DPly
TOLS -

to the Shamrecck.

¢ he worked

rORD stated that he recalled a Negro porter named
ghamrock in June and July of

JOSEPH EDWARDS who worked at the
1964&. FORD stated that he recalled that ED‘E-JARDS_was

continually late for work.
that one day a Shamrock maid named

CORDELLTA: JACKSON (presently living in Vidalia,_Louis;i.ana) |
tried to go into a room that was supposedly unoccupied.
Since it was locked from the inside, JACKSON went to the
~ain office to get a key. JACKSON returned and fcound EDVARDS

sleeping in the room. FORD staited that he had nevex heaxd
of any rumor that EDWARDS had been sent tO clean &8 room
=nd that EDJARDS found. two persons in this supposedly -

unoccupied room,

FbRD advised

FORD advised that EDWARDS had tcld FORD that
EDY .RDS‘ had often gotten $5 from whit=s men staying at the
§hamro<:x: by phoning NELLIE JACKSON, a procurer on Rankin
btree"c, Natchez, Mississippi, who would send over Negxo
p;:gtltutes inba cab to the Shamrock. FORD advised 't;hat these
ga;,.z t:;gld 201. accept less than $1C. FORD stated that there
e i street next to the Shamrock that cculd be used by
thece girlis to enter and leave unnoticed. FORD advised

On .__Lg 5__/...6_2 at N,atChg_z{_: Mi-SSiSSiEPi ‘ File # Jackson 44-65
_File 58

New Orleans 44=2293

—

SAs GEORGE F, BENZ and

by MERRIMAN D, DIVEN _ /GFB:ils

9/6/67

i dﬁcum } )
This sment contains neither recom nendations nor conclusion f th
your agency: il and its contents are not to £ :lu 1ons of the ["BI

Date dictated

TIirr s ‘ . W
distributed outside vour agency
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t, was interviewed

WILLIE FORD, 12 gizibizdsgizeadvised of the
s mad dentk ¢ v < “ :
at the Natchez I\eb]..dcfeltvj.zwing Age[‘.tSo FOP\D prov:l.ded the

jdentities ©

following informatiomn.

ed for five years at the
His job was tTO
ds from Natchez, Mis

¢ he work

Louisianae.
and mal

FORD stated tha
1 vidalia,
ort linen

Shamrock Mote- sissippi,
jobs such as transp

to the Shamrcck. |

FORD stated that he recalled a Negro porter named
JOSEPH EDWARDS whoO worked at the shamrock in June and July of
196%. FORD stated that he recalled that EDWARDS was
continually late for work.

FORD sdvised that one day a Shamrock maid named

CORDELLIA: JACKSON (presently living in Vidalia,_Louisiana) |
com that was supposedly unoccupnied.

tried to go into a
Since it was locked from the inside, JACKSON went to the

—ain office to get a key. JACKSON returned and focund EDVARDS
sleeping in the room. FORD staied that he had neverx heard

of any rumor that EDWARDS had been sent CO clean a2 room

-nd that EDWARDS found two persons in this supposedly -

unoccunied room,

] FORD advised that EDWARDS had tcld FORD that
EDV .?\DS‘ had O‘ftel:l gotten $5 from white men staying at the
g:izzzfcxmbypﬁnonlng N?LL':'.LE .E;’ACKSON,_ a procurer on Rankin
prooE;EuriEv‘ez’ M:Lssa.ssmp:.,‘who_would send over Negxo
gir:l:.s wo;i; rllgtaazzzptoé? igamrgc{g, FORD advised that these
§ : s than . FORD stated that the
t;:nz S;?—i street next to the Shamrock that could be used liice

ce giris to enter and leave unnoticed. FORD advised -

on 9/5/67 ot natchez, Mississippi - il Jackson 44-65
—File # | &

New Orleans 442293

| ———

SAs GEORGE F, BENZ and

mﬁMERRIMAN D, DIVEHN i J/GFB:31ls

9/6/67
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NO 44-2293
JIN 44-065
L€ hout the
| 1 ivit avparcntly was carrlcd on wit
it s WS 08 A t of the motel management.

knowledge and consen '
+hat the last time he saw EDWARDS

- f ggm; Ez‘é;f’:dEDL\IARDS' disappearance. EDWARDS

1ut : ngORf) at that time that EDWARDS was going to leave
;??ﬁg at the shamrock and get & job at tihe'Pl?-zatglub

on the Vidalié--Ferriday‘ Highway (prese:}t‘y ;t; S Bozlin
Apostolic 1ife Tabernacle next to the Dixie Lanes .g

Alley).
2D advised that MIKE MC DONOUGH, one of the
el $50 in order fox EDWARDS

Shamrock owners, loaned EDWARDS o :
to purchase a car for EDWARDS to use tO drive to work.

FORD was told by LILLIAN WINN, another employee of the

Shamrock (presently living on OC
working at the Smoke Shop on Main Stre:

FDUARDS ! ear was found abandoned near the vicinity of the
Z MC DONOUGH and BILLY FLETCHER went up to

Plaza Club, MIK
the Plaza Club to see if they could collect the money.

| FORD advised that he does not know if EDWARDS
ever insulted any of the Shamrock waitresses, if EDWARDS

ever nade any advances toward any of the waitresses at the

Shamrock or any other white girls, cr if any of the

waitresses at the Shamrock ever dated a Natchez police officer.

ot CFORD advised that_ he does know Detective FRANK
RICEARD of the Natchez Police Department, and that he saw

RIC%(ARD 1n one of the Shamrock room, about a2 week before
EDVARDS disappeared, at 4:00 p.m. |

" A
— ——
- ey

DocId: 59168578

+ober Street in Natchez.and
=t, Natchez), that after
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- [NVESTIGATION

AL RUREAU O
D-a.te 9/8167.

i FD-302 (Rev. 4.15-64)

AN S FEDER

| had pondered the

SHED SMITH advised that hel dere
events and conversations concerning JOSEPH EDWARDS since
he was last contacted by special Agents of the FBI. SMITH
stated that he could recall no pertinent nor significant in-

formation of value tO the FBL.
ard to his former recollecticn of

entered a room of the

with reg
y two persons, he could

d mistakenly
cccupied b

| However,
s rumor that EDWARDS ha
Shamrock Motel which was

recall only the following:
ttention at Robert's Bar

This rumor came TC his a
Someone in thig crowded

in Ferriday about two years ago.
f EDWARDS' disappearance into the

| bar brcught the subject ©
conversation. Somsone unreczlled stated the rumor &as

‘ mentioned sbove. He could not recall who stated this rumor
However, the group in the immediate area

nor whc was there.
no doubt included SHEP KENNEY and First Name Unknown BAKER,

a blind man,

R a1 P —
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FD 302 {Rev. 4

1564} :
epeRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date 9/6/67

.

at the Shamrock Barberx
the identities of the

LL, barber
ided the following

NE THORNH I |
e and advised of

Shop, was contacted 1.4
inteéviewing\Agents. THORNHILL prov
information: |

was working at the

. tL & |
N sl 1964, He stated that he had no
information concerning prostutition activ_ities at the
Shamrock at that time. stated that he does not
recall a Negro porter by the name of JOSEFPH EDWARDS who .wo.rkec‘:
at the. Shamrock. He stated that he did not know if any of
the waitresses had been insultad by a Negro employee of the
.5t he did not know if any of
lice officer in

Shamrock in 1964. Me stated ti
that the only knowledge he had of a

the waitresses had been dating a Natchez po

1954. THOREHILL,stated
Negro dating a white eirl occurred a few years ago at the Maple
Courts Motel just off the highway from the Shamrock.

4 SR ! ; Lo i i
] B Y B
Pl o en taeard = TR e o A
L Tl e --.:‘."'.- —q.‘v e 1] 1-71:"-!} tl"_'l thd
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Fi‘?-&é".’ (Rev. 4-1 5-64)

*

-

: FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

‘Qe September 35, 1967

D

th Oak Street,

N, JR.y Twe lve NOIX
f the identities of the inter-

ROBERT COCHRA
he following information.

was contacted and advised o3 &

viewing Agents. GDCHRAN_prOV1ded £

COCHRAN stated that 4 few years ago, he owned a

as station in vidalia, Louisiana. 'He employed at
Negro male named ROBERT CARTER, five
build, Social Sepurity‘Number

stocky .
e somewhere in Ferriday, Louisiana.

Mobilie g
the gas station a
feet seven inches,
437-24-1897, residenc
COCHRAN stated that one night CARTER was arrssted

at the Maple Courts Motel, Vidslia, Louisiana, in the room
of 2 white girl named BARBARA CUPIT. COCHRAN stated that
s station after this incident.

CARTER never worked at the gas
COCHRAN stated that he hac heard rumors that CARTER moved

away to California.

&

.
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F‘i?i-‘!&@ (Rev. 4-]&-6';) - ; | .
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date _S€

ptember 5, 1967

ROBERT COCHRAN, JR.y Twe lve North Oak Street,
was contacted and advised of the identities of the inter-

viewing Agents. COCHRAN provlded the following 1n?*'.ormation.

COCHRAN stated that a few years ago, he owned a
Mobiie gas station 1in Vidalia, Louisiana. He enployed at
the gas station a Negro male named ROBERT CARTER, five
feet seven inches, stocky build, Social Security Nu-_-;_'fer
437-24-13897, residence somewhere in Ferrxday, Loulsiana.

-

COCHRAN stated that one night CARTER was arw “s’te’d
at the Maple Courts Motel, Vidslia, Louiﬂlana, in the room
of 2 white girl named BARBARA CUPIT. COCHRAN stated th
CARTER never worked at the gas station as'f-ffter ttu.s i
COCHRAN stated that he had heard rumors that cgg,}_%: i o b
away to Californisa. SRRy e

"
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Date ;__Q.LMW - S

| : ' > ¢ t and
| sas contacted at 105 Love Stree
wﬁ:n::ities of the interviewing Agents.

ing information:

LILLIAN

| vised of the
was advis ‘i follow '
| | sorki 8 g ¢ ik at the
dvised that she was working as a cooOk 4
et ?.n vidalia, Louisiana, July, 1964, She
¢ 11 if a Negro porter by the

Shamrock Motel P A
hat she could nbe 2 A
ot e e 45 working there during that time.

ame of JOSEPH EDWARDS W e i
ghe stated that her hours were from 6:00 a.m. tO 2:00_ paMo
and that she would have been leaving work just as EDVARDS

was arriving at work.

WINN advised that she did not kncw if MIKE
¥C DONOUGH loaned $50 to LDWARDS so that EDWARDS could
outchase a car. WINN stated that she could not recall ever
telling WILLIE FORD that atter EDWARDS ° car was found near
the Plaza’ Club, that MIKE MG DONOUGH znd BILLY FLETCHER il
went up to the Plaza Club in order to find EDWARDS and collect !

cn the 1oan. - |
)

- WINN stated that she does not know if any of the
Shemrock waitresses were ever insulted by a Negro employee
2t the Shamrock or if any of the Negrc employees at the
Shzmrock ever made advances toward any Of the Shamrock

wvaitresses or any other white girls.

i -
ST ——
PR —— -
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et ¢ INVESTIGATION

oo BIBIEY s

1etration Clerk, Shamrock
| DUNLAP, Regls .
oo E%qudet St;:eet:, vidalia, Loulsiana, was
Motel, residence - ts and of the

- aerities of the gpecial Agen
apprised of the identitles ot

2 tated that she wa
¢ the contact. during June and July, 1964,

registration + the motel as a porcer.

h OSEPH EDWARDS was &0 - : g :

;ii?*} gUNTAP stated that she works from 2:00 p.m. €O 10.0(? P e
Dur;.ng J;-le'and Julys 1964, VERNA pPCWELL, now Of Bude, Miss=~
issippi, was the morning t:LC:n E}erl'-; at the r.??_te..]:é

The night recistration clerk was PAY WILSON, now emplOoyec

b3 s k n the Mcrganiowi Sub=Divis1lOn,

by Holsum Bakery, and residing 1 -
I\I?atchez, Mississippi, with telephone aumbeyr &445=9779.

registra

Miss DUNLAP stated that she recalls JOSEPH ED"}}'ARD‘S
as a quiet and polite Negro porter who did what he was told.
us was never disrespectful €O her, nor has she ever heard of
any incident where he insulted any other employees OF other
persons in the motel., She stated that she doubted that he
would have insultad anyone because of his quict mannal.

. Miss DUNLAP stated that she had some recollection
of an incident where EDWARDS was found asleep in one of the
motel guest rooms. However, she stated that this was not
cnusual for porters to slip away and take a nap. She stated
that they are paid a very minimum salary and the bulk of
thoir income is obtained through tips from the guest of the
motel. She further stated that EDWARDS, as was the practice
a1t that time, had a pass key Lo all of the rooms and as
the porters frequently did at that time, would place the
- gue§t in a room different to which they were originall |
registered because the originai room may have b-..—.:n‘ u-.-:)"r@.- d
or for other reasons. They would fail to advise Eﬁe A
registration clerk of this change. As a result, éas ey

happfned frequently with other porters, she received a

on . 9/5/67 _ a .Vidalia, Louisiana File # ﬁzwckgzieizs 6§I#m2293
12 ¢ ‘ ' -

Shs MERRIMAN D. DIVEN e
_ o and
by __GEORGE F, BENZ /MDD $iis
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NO 44-2293
IN 44=65

wnlled person advising her that
telephone call froxg :nrgg;e:géisengly thinking the room RO s
g gnte';ge complainant was not particularly angry over
2 ur'xocc.:upig .but had called her toO make sure that he was

R d to that rocCin.

properly registere |
ted that the motel has a l:.otal a oo
ane A her understanding that the

b . 1 it was _ _ |
yooms for rental and od by JOANN CROSS, W3

.soistration records are retain e
regis per for a period of three years. Miss

| hamrock's Bookkee , : _ .
2 IS)UNLAP stated that she would have Miss CROSS search the
| ~ecords for all the registered guesgsof the motel for

July 11 and 12, 1964.
M;'.ss DUNLAP stated that she knows of no Vidalia

Pclice Officers who were dating any of the waltresses O
other female employees at the Shamrock Motel and Restauraut.

With regard to CAROL POWELL, a formexr waitress,
Miss DUNLAP stated that CAROL was obtaining a divorce
during 1964 and may have dated some unknown person. She
advised that FRANCES CUPIT was CAROL POWELL's best friend
and was also in the process of obtaining.-a divorce. The
oniy person CUPIT was known to be dating was NORMAN LONG .

a service repairman at the motel.

T — a
R e —

Sﬁe fucther advised that she had no knowledze
thatiﬂWARDi gt-med a vehicle, nor did she know of hz’.sg
possible indebtedness to the owner of the Shamrock Motel for
the purchase of a vehicle. | P SRaREock: Mobads fun




| 3

FDJ;:: (Rev. 4-15-84)

S FEDERAL BUR

- JELL was contacted at the
CHARLES RICHARD P? advised of the identity of the

Concord Trailer Park’ane W= o Jiged the following information:

interviewing Agent.
‘married CAROL MURPHY on

POWELL st§ted thatheand sl i i 15 | ‘
children by this marriage,

ated that after he divorced

man who worked for the Pepsi Cola

ried
1wy in Jackson }11351551;)91. Then MURPHY mariy ie
g;—.g&ig WESTBROO‘(., MURPHY 's present address is Mrs. RICHARD
WESTBROOK, 16 Francis Manor, 508 West LaGrange Street,

lLake Charles, Louisiana, ohone 477-1262.

196‘. ‘He state
CHARLOTTE and SUSAN.
: MURPHY, she re-married a

- POWELL advised that he did not know if any Negro
| employvee at the Shamrock Motel, Vidalia, Louisiana, had ever
Fe insulted FRANCES CUPIT, CARGCL MURPHY PGWELL, Or any other | .
waitress at the Shamoc‘f in 1964. PCOWELL advised that he :
did not know if CAROL MURPHY POWELL or FRA\lCES CUPIT had: : i
been dating & Natchez police officer in 1964. PGYWELL could not
identify any of CAROL MURPHY POWELL 's boyfriends in 1963 - 64.
POJELL stated that he did not know JOHN HENRY oxr RALEIGH
JACXSON "RED" GLOVER. .POWELL stated that he knew NOEMAN HEAD
because HEAD had formerly run a DX Service Station in Vidalia.'
POWELL advised tha:t HEAD knew CAROL MURPYY POWEIL inasmuch
as HEAD "'always hung around the Shamrock'.

Ry —" -
S iy

PCWELL stated that Attorney FRANK WnLDEN of
Ea tchez could identify two of CAROL MIRPHY POWELL's beyfriends.
1hcf.sn two boyfaends brought assault charges against POWELL
prior to POWELL's divorce from CAROL MURPHY POWELL., POWELL
had gone to visit his children, C‘IA‘?.LO’PTE and SUSAN wheo were
staying with the:.r mother, CAROL J P I..L at a hguge thet

-——-w;.h...__t_________a___
L]
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NO 44-2293
JN 44-065

POWELL had rented from Mrs. MC JUNKIN on the‘_levee outside of
vidalia. As POWELL entered the houseé, an unidentified male
told POWELL to stay away from the house. POWELL ignored him.
when POWELL later left the housé, there were two unidentified
males sitting in & Chevrolet Ranchero parked a block from the
house. One of then fired a shot at POWELL. POWELL then
‘began firing at the two persons with a .410 shotgun. The
hero then drove away and later brought
PGWELL obtained Attorney

two persons 1in the Ranc _
assault charges against POWELL. ‘
ersons who had been in

WALDEN to represent him, but the two p
the Ranchero later dropped their charges.

V
4
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TION .
ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA
FED

Da.te ol 9/5/67

. ted at 402 Myrtle
N IEWMAN was contac
dWALTEng?s\EgNoIEEtLe identities of the interviewing
Street and was .

Agents. NEWMAN provided the following information:

-hat he filed a complain; on
EWMAN stated that Sy . E ‘
November 9N 11964, in Louisiana against (31~LAl’!.LE'.S-'(;I I;O‘gELI;tfol
Disturbincr’the Peace, Assault 'and Battery, an roperty
Damage begause of the following circumstances:

NEWMAN had gone to see one of I.u'.s trucks _.that wis.
hauling mud on Highway 15 below the Harris Plantatlon, | l:i..
noticed CAROL POWELL on the side of the road. He stoppe .
and discovered that she was having car troublef I}e 9.‘{5fere.:d
to give POWELL a ride to the Lewis Grocery Store in Vldalia
where she was going to buy groceries, He drove CAROL POWELL
back to where CAROL POWELL was living on Highway 15.
When they arrived at the CAROL POWELL residence,
| CAROL POWELL's husband saw them in the car together and
CHARLES POWELL came after NEWMAN with a chain and broke the
windshield of NEWMAN's car. -

N

NEWMAN stated that he drove awvay,

| In order to get
back to his truck, NEWMMAN had to drive by where the chain

incident had taken place. NEWMAN took an employee named -
BILL WARD with him. On the way back tc NEWMAN's truck,
CHARLES POWELL passed by in his red truck and began shooting,
WARD returned the shot with his revolver,

“As a:result of thege cirt:umstances, NEWMAN stated
that he filed a com

e oo pc]iaint against the husband., The husband
@5 never extradited from Mississippi., The husband later
;sked NEWMAN to dron the charges. NEWMAN refused to do so,
owever, the husband never bothered NEWMAN again, and NEWMAN

——
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rD-308 {Rev. §-15-64)

cEDERAL BUREAU QF

9/5/67 o

Date

tacted outside the barber shop

¢ (S was c¢on : .
it Sﬁﬁggisand was advised of the identities of ;
. rovided the following information:

-1 L H ‘OCI"\'
at the Shamt e

the interviewing Agentse. |
| ted that he is 86 years old, He
s much of his time hanging around the

that he had no knowledge of any

SCHUCKS advised
» d the Shamrock. He stated that

orostitution activities arouil ’
he did not know: if any waltress at the Shamroc}c had been :
snsulted by a Negro employee :n 1964. He stated that he did
- waitresses at the Shamrock had been

not know if any of the
dating a Natchez police officer.

SCHUCKS advised that a cripple did work as a
waitress at: the Shamrock at cne time, but he could not
recall hersname. He also stated that at one time a
waitress named CAROL POWELL had a bad toe nail and was

limping around for a short time.

SCHUCKS sta
advised that he spend
Shamrock.

SCHUCKS advised that he knew CAROL POWELL very

well, SCHUCKS advised that several years ago (he could not
recall the date) he was walking into the Shamrock Coffee
§h0p anq saw CAROL POWELL. PGHELL was crying. SCHUCKS was
informed that POWELL's husband had just begtenher up and had
SCHUCKRS felt compassion for tﬁe'girl
g?d ljougnt a car - for her for $200, A ‘platonic relationship

osbomedband eveqtually cost SCHUCKS $7,000. Some of tue -
rdrazney went for the purchase of another car (a Corvair), a
31‘88-52?5:?{:002.6? tra:':.ler, payment of $300 medical bill,
; > T . n > . &
s ol ity 1,000 bank deposit in an account for
$600 10as *Zvi-mon?y on hand should SCHUCKS pass away, a

oan, and numerous  othe: e hi t

Bt Poseini g ous tqer expenditures which SCHUCKS

taken her car away,

44-2293
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° IIT, JOSEPH EDWARDS' ATTEMPT
| TO KISS A WHITE FEMALE CO-WORKE
| AT THE SHAMROCK MOZEL,
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i INVESTIGATION

FEDERAL BUREAU OF

) :»l.i,é s 9/ ]zl/ _67ﬁ R e

7 17 Walnut Street, was adyised of
B 31 identities of the Special Agents

offici

sonal and
the per ¢ the contact.

and of the nature O
SEWARD advised that she is the former IONA PERRY.

Mrs. ;
She is now married to MARION SEWARD.

She stated that prior ©O her present employment,
she was employed as the PBX operator at the St.lamrock Ifiote-l,‘ g
Vidalia, Louisiana. She served in that capacity for approximately
ending her employment around the second

two months or more, _
She stated that her employmasnt at the

week of July, 1964.
Shanrock was terminated at the request of MIKE MC DONOUGH,

Giner and Manager of the motel, bscause it was his opinion

that the jcb was too strenuous for her impaired physical

cendition.. Mrs. SEWARD advised that she has been wearing

leg braces and using crutches since she was eleven years cld. ‘

Sthe stated that she hzd intentions of quiting her job at the
Shamrock Motel prior to being terminated. This desire of hers
.r )

to leave the Shamrock was in part due tc an incident that
occurred about two weeks before being terminated. On that
Occasion she had left the switchboard and was proceeding

towards the restroom, when she encountered JOSEPH EDWARDS,

'a‘.Ne’.gro porter at the motel. SEWARD stated that,EDWARDS
_ kinda  got fresh. He grabbed me and tried £o kiss me and I
let him know I didn't go for this.'" EDWARDS pleaded with
SEWARD not to mentioa this incident to any'one and he attempted
Lo assure her that it would not happen again, : o |

T

e Shf adylsec.l that no oz:xe witnessed the incident and

. 1; tno ;Lfoliectlo11 of mentioning the incident to anyone

-~ f:) ao JUDY FQRD, whom she described ag her roommate gt
Lime cf the incident, SEWARD advised that Miss FORD is

; New.Orl_ ve Llia 2
on__9/8/67 o NatChezaLMlsSissiE;i Filo # Jacksonezz,s,eéa 6293
| > F - o

SAs GEGEGE F. BEN?Z and
by . MERRTMAN D, DIVEW /GFB:ils D
s -Date dictated

This document contains nei

either recommendat;

your M £ g . ciiions nor conclusi ' | 15 the of an oane
fagency; it and its contents are not io be distributed ?L:tliztsyoo‘;:-h:gl?m‘ ' 18 the property of the FBI and Vi Jomiit
N (1 enc).r‘ : 7 | ) . e -I

9/8/67
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NO 44-2293 |
IN 44-05 :
me Unknown) PIGGOTT (phonetic)

now married to (First Nag in Yazoo City, Mississippi.

and is currently residin
id not report the incident to the

w enforcement agency, she was

contacted about the incident several days later by two or

ine officers. SEWARD stated that one of the
s +m of the Natchez Pclice

officers was wearing the unifo : . :
Department and may have resided in Woodville or Wilkinson
ted that the other officer or

County at one time. She sta :
officers were from the Vidalia Police Department.

Although she dq
motel management or any 1&

SEWARD was shown a photograph of the Vidalia Police
Department in.1964 which included left to right: JOHN HENRY,
ALFRED HOLIAND, GEORGE TUNDLE, J. L, SPINKS, JOHNNY CRCSS,
ALLEN CROSS, and Mr. WILSON. After looking at the photograph,
she pointed to the perscn in the center of the photograph - '

end said, "I sorta say it was SPINKS'.

- The officers inquired as to EDWARDS' improper
gdvances and advised her that EDWARDS would be taken care of.
She dozs not know if any charges were lcdged against EDWARDS
she has never been called to testify against EDWARDS

&
concerning the incident. She further stated that she had
zars of no information indicating that EDWARDS had disappzared.

: : SEWARD further advised that she knew ¢f no

i c111-:»5_.:,&... aEEIVJ_tlES that EDWARDS may have been involved in

an fexcep‘. for thciz incident that she related above, ED‘.JARI’)S

gﬁ;‘ :ﬁsegrziipguf‘}es i a satisfactory manner. She stated that
_ ha =€ 1l courteously and had never given him anv
reason to approach her in an improper m..a.mi-e? SRR iy

SEWARD stated that she was unmafriefl at the t’i;me.,
At the time.

officers. L
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TIGATION

1de
and was advised of the 1
She provided the following S

- - b

‘ 5
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE

Da.i:e _9/12/67

contacted at 417 Walnut Street
ntities of the interviewing Agents.

IONA SEWARD was
igned statement and additional

infOrmation:

"Natchez, Miss.
"9/9/67

"I, Iona Seward, make the following free and
veluntary statement to Merriman D. Diven and George
F. Benz who have identified themselves as Special

Agents of the FBI.

',_,'i am married to Marion Seward and reside at

47 Walnut Street, Natchez, Miss. I was born
Nov. 13, 1941, Wilkinson County, Miss. I am
currently employed as a PBX operator at the Jefferson

Davis Hospital, Natchez, Miss. I am a high school
graduate and I bave completed one year of business

school,

"In May or June, 1964, I started employmant
a@s a PBX operator and desk clerk at the Shamrock
Motel, Vidalia, La. A short time later, a Negro
named Joseph Edwards started his employtnent at
the motel as a porter. As part of my duties, I
gave Edwards instructions in a business=1ike manper.

"One éfternoon I left m { |
.. y switchboard and wa
ggwocegding to the restroom. T encountered 'Josepg
~cwaras. As I passed by him, he put his arm around

Gn —-ﬂﬂé] at

EORGE F, BENZ and
by MERRIMAN D, DIVEN _ /gpy

A

¢
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| ittempted to
| d on m shoulder. He a '
:f ‘;i:,z giscgznups, I)::ut 1 turned my head gnd :is
liss touched my cheek. I pulled away and let him
k gw that I did not gO for that. He said he was
sgrry He asked me not tO tell anyone about it. |
He said he would not do it again.
"I told my roommate, Judy Ford Pigott. I may
have told my landlady also. Also I told James GOss
Officer who stayed at the

who was a La. Probation ' L5
Shamrock almost every Thursday. James is 66,
250 1lbs., blond-grey hair, and often wore glasses.

James denied ever being a member of any klan type
organization. James usually carried a gin with him.
,,.,.";A day or two after I told James about the
ircident,” two or three men came one morning To my
apartment at 300 Jefferson St., Natchez, Miss. One
| of the men was a Natchez Police Officer in his
uniform:" He was young and I later learned he was
from Wilkinson County. A second man was a La.
police officer. I don't remember if he was in his
police uniform. I think his name is Spinks. There
may have been another person with them. If there
was another person with them, I do not know if he

was a police officer. I did not see what kind of
car they were driving.

~ "Someone (I don't know who) had told them
what Edwards had done. They wanted to know what
happened. I told them and they left.

"Perhaﬁs a week later I was works
s don | ater 1 was still working at
the Shamrock. One day as I had just begun working |
at 2:00 p.m., the desk clerk named Diame. whe T L

PR "lﬂ!’!‘!‘- +
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relieving at the Stvitchb-oérd, asked Edwards to come

‘ .1d do a chore for her.
” that Edwards could . ‘
v;i;l;nl;:;-egowhy she did this because she could have

told him instead of going out there to show him what

to do.

"A week or so later, Mike M;:Donough told me
that Clara Dunlop wanted to come back and that the
work may have been COO hard for me.

A short time after the police had questioned
me at my apt., James Goads told me that the FBI
would probably question me. I asked him why. He

> never ?xplained to me why the FBI would do this.
"{ have never given Edwards the idea that I
was éoing to date him. No one has ever asked me

to give Edwards the impression that I wanted to
date him.

I do not know Red Glover, Buck Hortcn,
or Norman Head.

"I-have read the above statement and I have
initialed each correction. I now voluntarily sign
the above statement because it is true and correct.

"/s/ Iona Seward
"Witnessed:

"SA George F. Benz, Natchez,-9/ 9/67

 "SA Merriman D. Diven, New Orleans, La. 9/9/67"

S S S T ——_—
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Rp provided the following

t into the signed statement
ork and there was

this information into

In addition, SEWA

* - Ll
information which was not Po o
inasmuch as SEWARD had to §&

. - e
insufficient time CO incorporat

the signed statement.
that she had withheld the
information .that she had told JAMES‘ GOSS thé.lt EDWARDS
had tried to kiss her because GOSS.was married who.f:n 3
SEWARD was dating him. SEWARD advised that sl:xe dl(.i not
vnow that GOSS was married when she began dating him.

SEWARD advised that GOSS was working out of Ta]..l.ulah,‘
Louisiana, at the time GOSS was dating SEWARD in ;1.964.

SEWARD advised

SEWARD advised that she did not know if the |
name of the Natchez Police Officer who came to her apartment
after the:EDVARDS' incident was (First Name Unknown) GLENIS.

SEWARD acdvised that a short time after SEWARD
had informed GOSS of what EDWARDS had done, SEWARD asked
GOSS if GOSS had. reported it to the police. GO3S replied
that he had not done so, but that SEWARD's failure to
Yepert it had caused EDWARDS to brag sbout it and that is
how the police found out about it. SEWARD stated that
SEWARD told COSS that SEWARD did not want G2SS to make
any trouble. GOSS replied that the line will be so long
that GOSS would not be able to get a shot at EDWARDS.
SEWARD continued to date GOSS after that, At no time did
GOSS ever indicate that he had done anything to EDWARDS
nor ha_d anyone else done anything to EDWARDCS?.

She advised that she stopped going with GOSS

when she found out that he was not single as he claimed.

SEWARD advised that she did not know that EDWARDS

‘:331gt;;(]i. t::%sliing. SEVARD stated that EDWARDS had once
a er that he could do better financially in

New Orleans and that EDL : 1 s
o Sy WARDS was thinking about leaving the

'Ed
-

-
.
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T0: |
From:

9/16/87

l - Mr. Long

Director, FBI

SAC, New Orleans (44-2293) A u/ T

UNSUBS; i
CIVIL RIGHTS

Rerep of SA Merriman D. Diven dated 9/1/67,

8t New Orleans.

‘report,
manner,

~ Surep investigation subsequent to referenced
Handle all outstanding leads in a most o -
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