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RE NEW ORLEANS REPORT OF SA DONALD J. MCGORTY, JANUARY

__TWENTYONE LAST. “
. ON JANUARY TWENTY FIVE LAST, DELLA MAE SMITH, MAID AT
CONCORDIA PARISH HOSPITAL RE INTERVIEVED AT LENGTH REGARDING

?. ALLEGED CONVERSATION SHE HAD WITH VICTIM CONFIDED IN HER fHAT

THE PEOPLE RESPONSIBLE WERE THE |

L

R

NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATION IN NEIGHBORHOOD OF VICTIN'S

CONSIDERED TO BE TOTALLY UNRELIABLE BY NEGRO PEOEE%E&

AREA. ACCORDING TO HOSPITAL RECORDS VICTIM ARRIVED AT HosPd F&B A

SH.OP HAS DISCLOSED THAT SMITH IS COMMONLY/KNOWN AS A WINO AND

;ﬁﬂggl
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AT ONE FORTY FIVE AM ON DECEMBER TEN, NINETEEN SIXTYF-OUR A NETmR e
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ON DECEMBER ELEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR, THE DAY THAT DELLA
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PAGE TWO
SMITH RELATES THAT VICTIM NAWED| |
AS THE INDIVIDUALS RESPONSIBLE, VICTIM HAD RECEIVED ONE FQURTH

GRAIN OF MOEEELEE AT THREE AM AND ANOTHER ONC FOURTH GRAIN OF
MORPHINE AT NINE AM AND WAS TAKEN TQ THE EMERGENCY ROOM OF THE

’ HOSPITAL TO HAVE A TRACHEOTOMY PéRFORMED IN ORDER THAT HE ‘

' COULD BREATHE FREELY. AFTER THE EMERGENCY OPERATION VICTIM WAS
UNABLE Tb CONVERSE WITH ﬁ.\JYONE AND WENT INTO A COMA ON SUNDAY
AND DIED ON MONDAY EVENING. DR. CHARLES HENRY COLVIN, JR.
ADVISED THAT VICTIM WAS CONSCIOUS MOST OF THE DAY DECEMBER TEN
AND DECEMBER ELEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY FOUR, BUT WAS UNABLE TO
TALK AFTER TRACHEOTOMY PERFORMED AND THAT HE, DR, COLVIN, HAD
GONE TO THE VICTIMS'S ROOM EITHER ON DECEMBER TEN OR DECEMBER
ELEVEN, TALKED TO THE VICTIM ALONE, AND INFORMED HIM THAT IF,
THE VICTIM, KNEW WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE THAT HE HAD BETTER MAKE

El
v IT KNOWN NOW SINCE HIS CHANCES FOR SURVIVAL WERE EXTREMELY
3 SLIM. VICTIM AT THAT TIME INDICATED TO DOCTOR THAT HE DID NOT

I

KNOW THE IDENTITY OF THE PERSONS RESPQONSIBLE FOR THE FIRE,

DR. COLVIN STATED THAT HE AGAIN INFORMED VICTIM THAT 1IF HE

END PAGE TWO
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SHOULD TELL SOMEONE, INDICATING TO

KNEW ANYTHING AT ALL HE ,
VICTIM THAT IT DID NOT NECESSARILY

COLVIN, BUT THAT COLVIN-WOULD CALL A

HAVE TO BE HINSELF, DR.
NYONE VICTIM DESIRED TO

CONVERSE WITH.
ON JANUARY TWE
~JanD THOMAS SIDNEY LOFTIN,

NTY FIVE LAST, FERRIDAY POLICE OFFICERS;.

— 1

WERE

—

INTERVIEWED AS POSSIBLE WITNESSES INASMUCH AS THEY WERE ON

DUTY IN FERRIDAY ON THE NIGHT OF DECEMBER NINE DASH TEN, NINETEEM

SIXTY FOUR, WHEN VICTIM'S SHOP WAS BURNED. BOTH STATE THAT g

THEY HAD PASSED VICTIM'S SHOP ON ROUTINE PATROL MITHIN AN
e —

HOUR PRIOR TO THE FIRE AND HAD SEEN NOTHING UNUSUAL. BOTH

STATE THAT THEY ARRIVED AT THE SCENE COF THE FIRE FROM APPROX-

IMATELY TEN BLOCKS WEST OF THE FIRE JUST SUBSEQUENT TO IT-S
START, AND NOTED VICTIM RUNNING OUT OF THE BURNING

BUILDING, PUT VICTIM IN POLICE CAR AND TOOK HIM TO CONCORDIA

PARISH HOSPITAL IN FERRIDAY, LOUISIANA. BOTH STATE THAT VICTIM

TOLD THEM THAT HE HAD HEARD A KOISE UPON GOING INTO THE
SHOP.  HE OBSERVED TWO WHITE MEN, WHOM HE DID NOT KNOW, POURING

END PAGE THREE
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KEROSENE OR GASOLINE AROUND THE SHOP. THE OTHER HAD A S)OT
GUN AND TOLD MORRIS TO GET BACK AFTER WHICH ONE OF THE
UNKNOWN WHITE MEN HAD APPARENTLY THROWN A MATCH OR SOMRTHING
PAG TO IGNITF THE FIRE. BOTH STATE IN VIEW OF VICTIM'S COMDITION
REL AT THIS POINT, THEY DID NOT QUESTION HIM FURTHER, BUT MERELY
PRE RUSHED HIM TO THE HOSPLTAL. BOTH OFFICERS STATE THEY WAD
THE OBSERVED HOTHING UNUSUAL OR SUSPICIOUS IN OR AROQUND THE AREA
I PRIOR TO THIS TIME,
[:: INTERVIEW OF FORMER GIRL FRIENDS, EX WIFE, AND CLUSE
SHt ASSOCIATES HAVE INDICATED THAT VICTIM APPAREMILY WELL LIKED
PAl BY BOTH NEGRO AND WHITE RESIDENCE OF FERRLIDAY. FORMER QIRL
"H. FRIENDS AND WIFE STATE THAT VICTIM ENGAGED IN ABNORMAL SEX
HA RELATIONS WITH NEGRC WOMEN BUT HAVE NOT KNOWN HIM TO BE IN-
#R VOLVED WITH ANY WHITE WOMEN N‘OR Do T'HESE PEOPLE KNOW OF ANY

FE ENEMIES OF VICTIM OR STATE THEY KNOW OF ANY CIVIL RIGHTS OR

In ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES ON THE PART OF VICTIM. '

oI ON JANUARY TUWENTY EIGHT LAST, ERLIE HAYES, SIX ONE ZERO

B CAROLINA AVENUE, FERRIDAY, LOUISIANA; A NEGRO SCHOOL TEACHER,
ADVISED THAT DELLA MAE SMITH, WHOM.HE HAD NEVER SEEN PREVIOUSLY,

El END PAGE FOUR.
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DIED, THAT SHE HAD

RELATED TO HINM THE DAY AFTEB:VICTIN
o D HAD TOLD
PREVIOUSLY BEEN INTERVIEWED BY SIX FBI AGENTS AN
THE# NOTHING. SMITH-RELATED TO HAYES T
- £ POL
IN HER IN HOSPITAL THAT HE HAD BEEN BURNED BY

[:::::::::::]AND FRANK "DELAY™ PAREN WHICH IS THE NAME, DEPUTY
SHERLFF FRANK DELAUGHTER IS KNOWN BY AMONS THE NEGRO PEOPLE END
PREVIOUSLY BUT WAS

SMITH STATED THAT SHE HAD SAID NOTHING
HAYES STATED THAT

HAT VICTIM HAD CONFIDED
ICE OFFICERS

PAREN,
“"HIGH NOW™ AND DIDN'T CARE.
HAD BEEN DRINKING AND MADE THIS STATEMENT IN THE PRESENCE OF

SMITH OBVIOUSLY

MR. AND MRS, SCOTT, A LOCAL GROCERY STORE OPERATOR OF

FERRIDAY. HAYES STATES SMITH APPARENTLY NOW RELATING ABOVE

INFORMATION TO NUMEROUS PERSONS OM STREET IN_EERRIDAY, HAYES

DISCOUNTERED ENTIRE STORY AS UNTRUE AND BELIEVES SMITH TOLD

IT WHILE INTOXICATED.
ON JANUARY TWENTY EIGHT LAST, TWQ NEGRO BOYS, AGES
e et — G

ELEVEN AND THIRTEEN, ADVISED THAT ON THE NIGHT OF THE FIRE

VICTIM ASKED THEM TO CLEAN THE CONCRETE FLOOR OF HIS SHOE
SHOP. BOTH STATED THAT THEY HaD MOPPED THIS FLOOR WITH

END PAGE FIVE
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APPROXIMATELY ONE NHALF (MLLBN OF CUAL OIL AFTER WHICH THEY
HAD HUNG THE O1L SOAKED MOP INSIDE THE REAR DOOR OF THE SHOL
RO STATRD THAT TIHIS JOB WAS COMPLETED BETWEEN NINE

SHar,
IN SEPARATE

AN TEN M OON DRECEMBEN NINE, NINETEEN SIXTY FOUR.
POOINTERVERWS naTiE BOYS STATEb THAT MORRIS HAD ACTED DIFFERENT
j AT NTUHT AND LOOKKD TO THEM LIKE SOMETHINGWAS GOING TO
NAPPEN.  WHEN QUESTIONED AS TO.WHAT THEY MEANT THE ELEVEN YEAR
010 BOY STATED MORRIS LOOKED LIKE ME WAS GOING TO GRY AND THE

IIRTEEN YEAR OLD BOY SATY MORRIS SEEMED "HAPPY ABOUT SOMETHING",

JANUARY TWENTY SEVEN LAUT, JUHNNY GRIFFIN, NEGRO MALE
W WORKKD FOR VICTIM AND QTAYED IN BUILDING AT REAR OF SHOP,
ADJAGENT TO SHOP, STATED KE HAD WORKED FOR VICTIM IN SHOE
A SUNGE NINETKEN FIFTY NINE, STATED HE LEFT THE JOB AROUND
FIaht P ON HN&NMREH TEN, NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR, AND RETI?ED TO
MR LUVING QUARTKRS.  GRIFFIN STATED VICTIM ALSO OPERATED
CLOTHING 8TORK IN SHOP AND HAD NUNKROUS ARTICLES OF CLOTHING
ON NAND,  STATED VICTIM HAD TWO FULL GALLON CANS OF CLEANING

FLAD, AT LEAST ONE GALLON CAN OF TURPENTINE AND EIGKT TO

BND PAGR 81X
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HE SHOP AT TIME OF THE FIRE.

TEM GALLONS OF RUBBER CEMENT 1H T
4a5 AWAKENED BY EXPLOSION AND HE IMMEDIATELY

GRIFFIN STATED HE
HE STATED HE FLED FROM THEZ COTTAGE

SA¥ SHOP ENGULFED IN FLAKES.
4D AFTER REACHING VACANT LOT SAW VICTI# AT BILLUPS FILLING

STATION, WHICH 1S LOCATED APPROKIMATELY ONE H&LF BLOCK FAROM

SHGCE SHOP, AHD BELIEVED THAT ATTENDART AT SERVICE STAT1O0H YAS

SPRAYINS WATER ON VICT1H4. GRIFFIN STATES HE THEN HEARD A MINOR

£XPLOSION BACK AT THE SHOP AND ASSUMED IT WAS CAUSED BY ONE OF

THE ASOVE CANS OF INFLAMEABLE FLUIDS.
0% JANUARY TWENTY FOUR LAST, JAMES J. SIMOLXE, OPZRATOR

OF ZILLUPS STATION APPROXIMATELY ONE HALF BLOCK FROM KORRIS®
DECEMBER NINz DASH

HE INFORMED THAT

SHOP INFORMED HE WAS CN DUTY ON KIGHT OF
TEN, NIHETEEN SIXTY FOUR WHEN FIRE OCCURRED.
THINSS HAD ZEEN RELATIVELY QUIET ON THAT EVEMING AND SHORTLY

GEFORE TWO AM DECEMBER TEN, MINETEEN SIXTY FOUR HE HAD HEARD
WHAT SOUNDED LIKE A PISTOL SHOT IN THE VICINITY OF MORRIS'

SHOE SHOP. ALKOST IMHEDIATELY AFTER THIS A CAR CAHE OUT OF THE
ALLZY HZXT TO MORRIS' SHOE SHGP AND TURNED LEFT HEADING TG4ARD

END PAGE SEVEN
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All persons interviewed were advised that this
investigation was being conducted at the request of Mr.
BURKE MARSHALL, Assistant Attorney General,
Department of Justice.

9\
Civil Rights :), %‘

The indices of the New Orleans Division reflect
that FRANK EDWARD DE LAUGHTER,

LT

¥
Deputy, Concordia Parish g-)‘;‘. \
Sheriff's Office, was one of e Civil Rights case, T:f‘”é ’
Bufile 44-25043, captioned %ﬁ Patrolman, Ferriday,s
Louisiana, Police Departmen TS .
VICTIM."”

ANNIE MILDRED -GARN

DE LAUGHTER was also a subject in case captioneqd,

(COVER PAGE)
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""ROY GEORGE BARLOYW, ET AL; CURTIS LEE HARRIS, ET AL - VICTIMS,"
as Bset out in report of SA GEORGE A.GUNTER dated August 7,
1962, and in case captioned, "IKE COWAN, aka., Junior, Deputy
Sheriff, Vidalia, Louisiana, ET AL; KENNETH MC INTYRE, ET AL -
VICTIMS,' as set out in report of SA WILLIS BENNETT, JR.,
dated July 13, 1964, Bufile 44-20164. :
Per Bureau request, a Civil Rights investigation will

be conducted in this matter.
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Rfforts to tdentify tall Negro associate

of MORRIS negative. NO informattion devel-

oped linkinyg IORR!S '5th Civl Rights move-

ment. 19) 4 ldvinnd that she had

talked s&k&u;ﬁﬁ‘g lfte? the fire at |
that

, were the ones who

set his place on Iiro and who held a gun

on him when the fire was raging. She

further advised that MORRIS told her that [,A

his fire was scot at the request o "RANK ",,/‘
UGHTER, Deputy Sheriff, Cqr 0w

ecause OY p&rsonal problems between

. ather ggg¥%§¥§§2§§§gg,advised that
the reason for - een MORRIS and
DE LAUGHTER was due to DE LAUGHTFR's wife
who he 1is separated from. On an occasion
prior to the fire, Mrs. DE LAUGHTER had
attempted to proposition MORRIS. MORRIS
told her that he would call her that
night and set up a.date. MORRIS never
called Mrs. DE LAUGHTER at which time she
got mad and wentAto her husband and told
him that FRANK MORRIS had made a pass at
her while she had been in his store.

», he observed a white Pontiac
police car travelling at a high rate of
speed headed toward Vidalia from Ferriday,
Louisiana. He advised that he was driving
on the Vidalia-Ferriday Highway returning
to Ferriday, La., from Natchez, Mississippi.

tal velither

Jations nor ecoelusione of the FYBL 1t s the propertiy of the FBI and e leaned
L cuatents are Bt W0 be dLiribeied culeldes your ageacy.
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E::::::]Stated he did not pay too much
attentian to this police car at this time.
He stated he continued down the . road
towards Ferriday;when he was about a mile
outside of the city, the same - police car
passed him travelling-at what he estimated
i £ ar . He noted
L , who he believed
JJand FNU LOFTIN, wére the
ones sitting in_the front seat of the car,
the third man sitting in the rear of the
car who was a White male in his 20's.
N s

- -
. .

-.P = . .

to be |

DETAILS: :
This is a preliminary investigation and is based
BURKE MARSHALL,

on a request of Assistant Attorney General,
United States Department of Justice.

Civil Rights Division,
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a Dote_Jdanuary 21, 18683 = _

EDNA BRGUN, 320 South Fourth Street, Ferriday,
Louisiana, furnished the rollowi.ng.

Mrs. BROWN advised that ‘Bhe im the formerxr wife’ ot
FRANK HORRIS. She stated that sbe had no idéea Of who Bet
the fire nor d:ld she haVe _any 1dea why :I.t was aet. )

’ &trs. BBWN stated that as tar 28 8he kneéew, E&BIS
wag dot involvéd in any civil rights aétivitiems. ~She further
stated that she .did not know any business associates of MGRRIS
and coiild not think of any one of HGRRIS's friends who fit
the’ description of -the tall, well dressed Negro from the
Shroveport,. Louisiana, ares. -

* ~She stated thnt she had been in businesis” v:lth HGRRIS
in some Téal estate holdings and as far as any other bns:lness
trinsactions Were conéerned, she: thought EORRIS was the sole
operator,

P ." -
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DELA MA MITH, 603 SouthIFo
Louls , was re-~1n rviewe
'THOMPSON and_ furnishe
ﬁbspital

urth.-.gtreat,, .. Eerxriday",

n the presence of Father AUGUST N
the following infa mation:
Sle advised she is employed at the, C
Ferriday, ILouisiana-
Beceﬂﬁé?iiﬁfmf§§3x
in to see FRANK MORRIS.

else present in thé room,
r

e, gpcordia*parishr
ur ing the evening hours on

after she had finished working,
close friend of hers ~for many years.

she- Went
She stited that MORRIS was a’ very
raging.

-

‘She asked MORRIS what’

had happeined and after she assured Lhim that there was no one_
he told “her that the
I»

were the ones who nad set -his

place on fire and who had héld a gun on bhim wheli the fire was’

trying it again because he had talked.

MORRIS also told her that the reason he did not tell
anyone élse who had set the fire was because he thought bhe
would get well and that he did not want these individuals

She furxrther 'advised that MORRIS told hexr that this
. fire was ‘set at the requést of FRANK DE LAUGHETER,
Parish Deputy Sheriff, because of some personal problenm
between them.

Concordia

"'Sho further advised that becauso shoe feared for hor
lifo as ‘'well as tho lives of her cbildron,
testify in court to the above information.

she would not

..-nr“'"'“"“ ’
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Japuary 249,

: .
Yather AUGUST OMIPSON, §it, Charlan_Caihulicoihbuiish,
Louismiann, f nibhrod tlm YoTfowing informntion: .
Ho statod that 1in nddition to the informatiam which.
SMITH had furnishod to the FBI conceoerning whaot ¥FRANK

she also told him, Fathorxr .

Forriduy,

DELA MAE
the following.

On an occasiou

the shoe -

MORRIS had told her in the hospital,

THOMPSON, L
She stated that the reason forﬂhe friction between

FRANK MORRIS and Deputy FRANK DE LAUGHTER was due to DE

who "he is separated £xrom.

DE LAUGHTER was at

LAUGHTER's wife,

sometime  prior to the fire, Mrs,

shop- of FRANK MQRRIS and after transacting some business and.
she tried to proposition MORRIS. MORRIS

DE, LAUGHTER that he would call her that night and
‘MORRIS, never called and Yecause of this,:

before leaving,
Mrs. DE LAUGHTER got mad and went to herlnsband and told” him

- . told Mrs.
set up a date.
that FRANK MORRIS bad made a pass at her while she had been

-

- in his store. N
is known to drink heavily and he did not know how much credence
: B \ ‘ . .

-

Father THOMPSON further advised that DELA MAE SMITH -

could be given to her story.
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Sed fusnitamsod ths f0l)lowing L. .smmil o
Be svianad that Al 25l § 4% A wu Dwcvmles AV, A0ea,
s waw drivicg oa tES YVIiSalia-Fusriday Mighevay, Fetrasi_g tw
tlostetaan, fram REatohes, lxut..\m B adslewd thLax
] ory
Fontiae police car travelliag at a very bigh sate ©Of o powd hugded
Hoe stated he digd not mee who

ol a white

Feowyiday,

afteyr driviag tvo Bilew vut of Vidallas,

townrd Yidalis fram Ferriday.

“ae driviug 1t and really did pot gay too much atteaticao,

thinking that they woere taking 8 prisocer to the couanty

continued down the road towerd Ferriday aud
the samo white

travelling at vhat he estioatuvd

Jail at Ytdalll.
wvhen he was n;ou; a mile ocutside of the caty,
Pontiac polico car passed him,
He noticed that the
who he believed to bé named (FPirst Namo unknown)

© front seat of

00 miles an bour.
and (Firat name unknown) LCFTIN, were the ones sittiog
n - the car. There was a third man in the
sitting in the back seat yham he did not rocognize.

He desc r'ibed this third man as being a white male. in his 20's
Loulisgiana,

car,
and wenring a Levi type cowboy Jjacket.
The distance between Vidalia and Yorriday,

s -

is approximately 12 miles.
~ Upon retutn:l.ng to City of Ferrtday, he noticed a
blaze,which hé thougbt emitted from WILL. HANKY'B place on
“he . renlized that
. Be proceeded
; L-AR-!
Thiq

Proceeding A little iurther.
side of the street.

Fourtb Street.

tbe fire was on the other

fruit tand 1is located ‘across the street fram, FBANK MORRIS'
he went out 1n the street

down. Fourth
Frait - stand

show shop.

After parking the car,;,
where ‘ho ‘met /two white mein who were standing*ncr S8 the
He. asked these men’ 'what had happened

'"”treet fram éhe fire,
and they told him thnt they had seen a colored individual
walk -out of the shob shop a11 -on- fire and apparently 1n.a

NO 157-3255

1/19/65 Ferriday, jdouisiana
— —ot — S . Flle#
SA DONAID J. MC Gom/mrk:.ggl ' 1/20/65
S Date dictated
nt :onlohu neither rocommonda'lon- nar ¢onr.lullom ol the FBI. It Is the property ol the FBI and is loanad lo your
enis are not 1o be disiributed ouvisido your agency.
<L ‘12
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state of shock. Theose two men then told[::::;::]thnt they
ran over to him attempting to put tho fire out and finanlly
took him up to the Billups Station which is located one
block north and poured sowo water on him in order to
adviscd that these men were not familiar to
one of the
in

NO 1857-3288/wmrk

however,
He ™

oxtinguish the fire.
him as far as nanes wore coancernéd,
individuale wns an ex-boyfriend of a beauty shop ownex
Ferriday. The. beauty shop owner is GPEL GRAVELL.
belioves that this.individual livea aid works in Natoches,
The othor man was complotely unfamiliar to him?
Ho described the first man a8 dboing & White male, approximately
curly, dark hair, who has

Mississippi.
8'6é", 148 pounds,

43 yeoars of age,
an aocne condition on.hiq 2aco.
advised that because he feared for his life,
estify in court to the above inf ormation.

he would

| I Y



P

- [N} &
Ot ‘Whe @ s Bl -RS wAN Y wdaRa ¥ ” Swpcowms
TA ety Sm AR e, e o Bl cat ' Am

e By O bumame

£ mars J W vy
Ioonessy 22, 10l
is>7 22es S # ey AB7.3311)

UM FOWN BSUBJECTD (<4).
PRAN WIRRIS - VICTIN,

Peorriday, lLoulsiams ,
Decembgr 11U, 10064
~~~~~~ . RACIAL MATTERS - CIVIL RIGHTS
Efforts to identify tall Negro associate
of MORRISB negative. No information devel-
oped linking MORRISB with Civi Rights move-
DELA MAE BMITH advised that she had

ment.

talked to FRANK MORRIS afte
whigh time he told her that
iﬂ_—l;_—_lr—_—"—_—n;_"'], were ths ones Who
ge pIace on e and who held a gun
on him when the fire was raging. 8he
further advised that MORRIS8 told her that

this fire was set at the request of FRANK
Deputy Sheriff, Concordia

DE LAUGHTER,
Parish, because of personal problems between
Pather AUGUST THOMPSON advised that

them.

the reason for friction between MORRIS and

DE LAUGHTER was due to DE LAUGHTER's wife
On an occasion

who he 1is separated from.
prior to the fire, Mrs. DE LAUGHTER had
attempted to proposition MORRIS. MORRIS
told her that he would call her that
night and set up a‘date. MORRIS never
called Mrs. DE LAUGHTER at which time she
got mad and went. to her husband and told

him that FRANK MORRIS had made a pass at
her while she had been in his store.
advised that at about 1:45

KM on 12715734, he observed a white Pontiac
police car travelling at a high rate of
speed headed toward Vidalia from PFerriday,

He advised that he was driving

Louisiana.
on the Vidalia-Ferriday Highway returning
from Natchez, Mississippi.

La.,
It 5 the property of the ¥Bl and is loaned to ;0

to Ferriday,

yis document contains peitber recommendations nor conclusiocs of the FBIL
ita contenta are not to be distributed outaide your agency.

——
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I 'stntod he did not pay too much
a en aa to this police car at this time.
He stated he continued down the road
..towards Ferriday;when he was about a mile
outside of the city, the Same - police car
passed him travelling. at what he estimated
to be about 100 miles an hour He noted
‘'who he believed
" to be and FNU LOFTIN, wére the
ones si g€ An e £front seat of the car,
the third man sitting in the rear otf the
car who was a White male in his 20's.

. »?
PR .

L PI T . . o - ’p., - res P

- - .

- " " DETAILS:

: This i8 a preliminary investigation and is based
on a request of Assistant Attorney General, BURKE MARSHALL,
Civil Rights Division, Unitod S8tatese Department of Justice.
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prcr l FHOM DIRECTOR 1P
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ECA UNSUBS (TwO) DASH FRANK MORRIS DASH VICTIM, FERRIDAY,
1
couR LOUISIANA, DECEMBER TEN, SIXTYFOUR, CIVIL RIGHTS.
|
' pLAC REURTEL JANUARY TWENTY LAST,
DEPARTMENT REQUESTS YOU CONDUCT INVESTIGATION OF THIS
‘OF g MATTER AS POSSIBLE CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATION IN VIEW OF POSSIBLE
T W
T INVOLVEMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
cF
SHE; INSTITUTE IMMEDIATE THOROUGH INVESTIGATION. KEEP
s’ o ~
wA . BUREAU ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS AND SUREP PROMPTLY.
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E
BE END
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT }/ fl ;
Memorandum
)
T0 Mr. Belmonf(u!‘( pate. January 21, 1965 o
Tavel
1l - Mr. Belmont ?T*
FROM - A. Rosen f 1 - Mr. Rosen Holmes oo
. 1 - Mr. Malley Gan
‘ 7 1 - Mr. McGowan % -
1l - Mr. McDouough

SUBJECT: UNKNO SUBJECTS (2);

FRANK WORRIS - VICTIM
FERRIDAY, LOUISIANA

DECEMBER 10, 1964

CIVIL RIGHTS W‘j

Inz
//& The Civil Rights Division has requested that we conduct
investigation of this matter as a possible civil rights violation inasmuch

as information has been received that law enforcement officers may have
The investigation has been ordered and the field has

been involved.
been instructed to give this matter prompt and thorough attention and
keep the Bureau advised of developments.

BACKGROUND :
This case involves the burning of the store of Frank Morris,
a Negro, in Ferriday, Louisiana, on 12/10/64 by unidentified white men.
Morris later died of burns received in fire. We determined that Morris
was not involved in voter registration or civil rights activities and
ivisi We have been

results of inquiries forwarded Civil Rights Division,
closely following this matter through informants and sources to determine

if the Klan was responsible for this burning.

The New Orleans Office received information from sources of
unknown reliability that local law enforcement officers may have been
involved in this incident. This was referred to the Civil Rights

Division and it requested investigation of this matter as a possible

cilvil rights violation. -
5"1@ pec. 557 > /5_324/’«'7‘ ez A8

ACTION:
Investigation has been ordered. This will be_ - Ghmsebyi965
followed and results promptly furnished to:the Civil Rights Division.

r "‘"/ N
s
s /“‘ F=

g

CoPY T2 MR ToLsop

¢
EJM/pak (p”’
(6) /
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N5 /157-3255/
2

FRA!NK MORRIS DASH VICTIiH, FERRIDAY, LOUISIANA,
e re r’ﬁ”‘f’ﬂ' v RIGCHT S

, &
DECENBER TEN, NINETEEN SIXTYrGuR. R#’DASH C

'y A SOURCE, WHO WILL BE IDENTIFIED IN REPORT AND WHO HAS STATED
Y,
ég/bAUSE OF FEAR OF LIFE AND LIVES OF FAMILY, WAOULD NOT TESTIFY IN

COURT, ADVISED FRANK MORRIS, VICTIM, ON DEC. TEN LAST TOLD SOURCE

| WERE THE ONES WHO SET MOFS®

PLACE ON FIRE AND WHO HELD GUN ON MORRIS WHEN“FIRE,WAS RAGING,

ACCORDING TO SOURCE, THE FIRE WAS SET AT REQUEST ) TROIA L) 6
uo}-‘ FRANK DELAUGHTER, CONCORDIA PARISH DEPUTY SHERIFF. FOTALRYT -
IT wAS ALLEGED THAT THE FRICTION BETWEEN ORRIS AND DEPUTY
SHEFIFF DELAUGHTER WAS DUE TO DELAUGHTER'S WIFE AS IT-
wAS ALLEGED MRS. DELAUGHTER TOLD DELAUGHIEQ’ ANK =7
MOR'?IS HAD QUOTE MADE A PASS AT HER UNGUGTE WHILE SHB/ ===
BEEN—' IN MORRIS'S STORE. 5 JAN 25 6
EFHE ABOVE SOURCE IS KNOWN TO DRINK HEAVILY AND. —_—

FATHER AUGUSTUS THOMPSON, FERRIDAY, LA., STATED HE DID 09'/{‘ -~

END PAGE ONE | M ”’;n!ﬂ"'
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FYHURIDALC 1OLICEMRNL Aib A THlith MAW LK A PUGLLLE LAR
ON IHE VIDAILIA UDASM FrHKILAC MIGHWAT AT ABOUL ONE POURT (P LVY A W,
DEC. LEM Lt
THES COUKCE ALVISEL THAT OB THAT HLGHT HE WAL OnLERVYED
TWO MEN AT Tie SCREE OF F ERE WHO TOLD IHE HOURGE THES WAL .
ATTEMPTED TO PUT O "Ik FIRE OB VICTEM Abh TOOK VG TN
TO FLLLING STRTTON A POUKED WATRIC OW HIW TH OKbLKR To
EXTIWGUIGH b LRE . OME, OF CFHRCE THDIVIEDUALD , ACCOKLTHG 1O SOURCY,
WAS AM EX ;m—wr BOY FHIEND OF A BEAUTY SHOP OPERATOR 1B
FEHRT LAY MAMED OFEIL. GKRAVELL . SlanpmL

FRAHK EDWAKRD DELAUGHTER, DEPUTY, CONCORDLIA £ ARTER ’.34‘){
Crvse 1o prs
JAS ONE OF SUBJECTS LN &R CASE, HUFILE FOUH FOUR DACH TWO ¥LVF 7k
'OUR THKREE carTrOnNED] b PATROLWMAN, FEWRILAY, LA., PL,

TAL, MKS. AMNIE MILUKED GAHNLK, VICTIM. HE WAL ALCO BUBJECT T (

ND FACL 1WO
FOTRAE)
FOIMAYY T = (02
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Lu‘,ﬁ/ PAGE THREE
s CAPTIONED ROY GEORGE BARLOW; EXTAL, CURTIS LEE HARRIS, ETAL
GUNTER DATED

VICTINS AS SET OUT IN REPORT OF SA GEORGE A.

DASH
SEVEN, SIXTYTWO AND IN CASE CAPTIONED IKE COWAN, JR.,

; »d AUG.

e DEPUTY SHERIFF, VIDALIA, LA., ETAL, KENNETH ®C INTYRE ETAL,

’ VICTIMS, AS SET FORTH IN REPORT OF SA WILLIS BENNETT, JR. DATED
BUFILE FOUR FOUR DASH TWO ZERO ONE

JULY THIRTEEN, SIXTYFOUR,

gECA

cuF SIX FOUR.
E::: IT IS REQUESTED THE BUREAU DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH THE

g( . IREES Q (7~ #”IS
pL DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THEY DESIRE CR INVESTIGATION
BE CONDUCTED IN THIS MATTER.

oF END
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Date 13/19/08

1
GEORGE WILSON, owner and Ooperator, Radio Station
KFNVY, Feorriday, Louistiana, furnished the following:
ORR1IS had a weekly radio

He advised that FRANK M
program on his station which wae aired on Sunday mornings
WILSON described this program
no overtones of civil rights.
often

hbetween 6:00 AM to 7:30 AM.
a8 & religious one which had
lay religious records,
both white and colored.

He stated that MORRIS would P
dedicating them to his friends,
would often have a preacher on the program who

He, MORRIS,
would give a little . talk about God.
WILSON stated thdt he often listened to the pro-
whether it be civil

gram and never heard anything mentioned,
the Klan 'or anything bearing on the racial situation,

rights, .
on the program.
WILSON advised that MORRIS was well liked in the
He

community by both the white and colored population,
further described him as being a "white man's Negro."

WILSON could not think of any reason why this incident
directed against MORRIS had occurred. He stated he could unt
furnish any suspects.

6/64 ., Ferriday, La. File § NO 157-3255
INALD J. McGORTY /dus Dete dicteted /17/64 —
TP. 1 isthe propertiy of 1he ¥ B €8¢ s ;0080

the
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Date 12/19/64

Yo,

Father AUGUST THOMPSON, St. Charles Roman Catholic
furnished the following informa-—

1
Church, Ferriday, Louisiana,
He advised that upon checking further he has found
He stated
MORRIS was an officer.

tion.
that there is no NAACP group in the Ferxrriday area.
that about five years ago was the last time that organization

community since that time.
Father THOMPSON further advised that he had heard
talk about a finger which was found near MORRIS' ilding in
A MACK HENRYMOORE, who is _L7,

saw it on the grournd near the

was active in the town and at that time,

There has been no other civil rights groups active in the
‘"the afternoon following the fire.

a high school teacher in town,

building and later told him that it eventually had gotten into
the hands Of a Mrs. CATHERINE JOHNSON, who allegedly had buried
it. ‘

Father THOMPSON further stated that aiter giving deep
thought to the subject, the only reason he could think of for
the burning was the dedication of records MORRIS would make to
the white women on his radio program. He stated that it was
always done with taste, with no insinugations, however, there
are people who probably wouldn't like a Negro dedicating =2
record, even a religious one, to a white woman over the radic.

He ‘further advised that 1t has become very difficult
for him to obtainm any information about the burning from the

He stated that they all fear for thelr lives
they will be next.

Negro community.
are afraid 1f they give information,

¥ 137-3358

$its §
Oute dicsated 13/117/64
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2. RE2L O, DOCI&&?’ﬁ&%ﬁ@ﬂ: OF INVESTIGATION

Date

' 12/19/64
1 .

/S, cATHERI NE¥JOHNSON, operator of the_Junction Inn
on Fourth Street, Ferriday, Louisiana, furnished the foliowing:

JOHNSON advised that she knew nothing about what
had happened to FRANK MORRIS or about a finger which was
found in the area of the building the afternoon after the
fire. . : _

I However, eventually, she made available which

appeared to be the remains of a finger or a toe. She advised
that she was scared to death and did not want to get involved.

She would furnish no further information,
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1 Date 12/19/64

Father JOHN GAYER, St. Patrxricks Roman Catholic
Church, Fetriday, Louisiana, furnished the following
information '

He advised that an employee at the hospital, namely
DELLA MAE SMITH, had spoken to MORRIS before he died and he
had told her the names of the men who had set the fire. He
added that he did not know how much store should be put in’
this information because when SMITH had made the statement

she was drunk, and since that time she has told a few different

stories. L
Father GAYER also a sed that up until about a
week before the fire, a LYO AUL had a used cax lot right
next to MORRIS' shop. But, as of about a week before the
fire he moved all his cars off the lot and p¥t them in a
'different part of town.

Father GAYER advised that if any other information
he received was pertinent, he would make it available to the
FBI. . z



Py

-
o4 LR A
r MWIH, A1RA LA O, Doc 14‘;’34& HURERA) OF INVESTIGATION
- o

1 Dote 12/18/64

Father JOHN GAYER, St. Patricks Roman Catholic
Church, Ferriday,.Loulsiana, furnished the followiling
information: ’

He advised that an employee at the hospital, namely
DELA MAE SMITH, had spoken to MORRIS before he died and he
had told her the names of the men who had set the fire. He
added that he did not know how much store should be put in’.
this information because when SMITH had made the statement
she was drxrunk, and since that time she has told a few different _
gtories.

Father GAYER also a sed that up until about a
week before the fire, a LYO AUL had a used carxr lot right
next to MORRIS' shop. But, as of about a week before the
fire he moved all his cars off the lot and put them in a
‘different part of town.

Father GAYER advised that if any other information
he recelved was pertinent, he would make it available to the
FBI . . \
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Date 12/19/64

X
DELA MAE MITH, 603 South Fourth Street Ferriday,
Loulsiana, furni ed the fol’rowrn—_information

She advised that she is employed at the Concordia
Parish Hospital, Ferriday, Louisiana.- She stated that she
had visited MORRIS on a few occasions while he was there
but she had never spoken to him, other than to inquire about
how he was feeling.

She stated that MORRIS had not told her who had
set his place on fire,. She further stated she knew nothing
about this incident and could not furnish any suspectis or
other pertinment information.
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M OGMIY that v Seepe .t Lad teoei
the arvos murdor O FEANK MORRIS .
timii8 2ana Depury

- O Japuary 11, 1965, E. W. PHRAH1S,
Stute FVire Marshal Alexandria, loulrsiana, was furunilslhed the
results of the ¥bl Laboratory examinatlion Mr. PHARL1S ustated
that po susSpects had beeo.developed. - :
' LOUISIANA -
New .Orleans Chapter,

. -

AT NEW ORLEANS,

o ERNEST NATHAN MORIAL,"President,
Natiopal Association for the Advancement of Colored People
1964, that ¥

(NAACP) advised .SA MERRIMAN D.-DIVEN on December 23,
FRANK MORRI1S, theuvictimco! an arson andt‘murdeyxr at‘Ferrtday.
was to MORIAL's- recollection not connected with
RN

AR

Louisiana,
the NAACP or otherwise active 1n Civil Rights activities.
v..::.a-‘.
1964 CARLTON PECOT Executive B
205 North‘Claiborc

1' ‘on December 22,

:ecretary, Louipiana Advancement A58001ation,

advised SA° MERRIMAN D DIVEN, with” ‘regard to FRANK MORRI‘
Louisiana,,that .he was. .

\vénue,
tho‘was burped, to death.at Ferriday,
1ot personally acquainted with MORRIS and--had, no’ information
- PECOT recommended “that’ WILL' HAYNEY, who .operat
Louisianf

oncernxng -him’:
. bar under Hayney 5-,name’on -Main Street’ .in Ferr1day,
e contacted and. that "BAYNEY might be able to provide some

nformation regarding this matter.
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who has furnished reliable

A confidential source,
advised that EDDYIE MC DANIEL,
Univted Xlan of America,

haéd made the statement
Louisiana

information in the pasc,
eelf-admitted Grand Dragon ¢f the
Inc. (UKA)of Matchez, Mississippi,
that MNORMAL Al is the Exaulted Cyclops of Vidalia
3TSS wade the statement that

rou (4
J. L. "BUD" SPRINKX of the Police De ‘ment of Vidalia,
Louisiana is a klansmen, and that I HUDNALL is_secretary
_ge_awwﬁ_i&_—ﬂ nE’] Eiavern. Source does hot
‘now whether the klansmen are members of the UKA or the
original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (OKKKK) of Louisiana but
believes the above mentioned individuals are members of the UKA.

Source advised it was source's opinion klansmen were
responsible for the burning of FRANK MORRIS, that source had
talked to a number of people in Ferriday, louisiana,
whom described MORRIS as a fine,  reputable individual.

. Accoxrding to the source, JOE SANTANIO, who operates a
business locaFed acrxoss the street from the home of MORRIS
possibly has information regarding this matter but is afraid to

all of

v

talk.
Source further advised that a Negrd male, reportedly
ess associate of MORRIS,

from §hreveport, Louisiana and a busin
was with MORRIS when he died:

A characterization of the OKKKK (Louisiana) and UKA

is attached.

This document contains neither re-
. commendations nor conclusions of
the FBI. It is the property of the FEl
and is loaned to your agency; it and
its contents are not to be distribut-

ed outside your agency.

BN,

OSURE ‘
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UNSUBS (2); ) ' 1o8s Eager Moover, Dises
FRANK MORRIS - VISTIN

¥ %]

12-10-64

- 4 FB1 File N
samication requested by: Lan. Ne- < 187-3311
Examinats q a by: -100\ .

New Oxrleans

Examination requested: I“tter 1'2-15_‘4
! Chemical Apalyses - Fingerprint

] } Remarks:
0 ~
(¥

Specimen Q9 was broken whenm received in the
Laboratory.

A separate report was forwarded to you regarding
the fingerprint examination omn specimen Qll.

Specimens Ql through Qll are being returmned to

the New Orleans Office by Railway Express., The
evidence is being returned to the New Orleans Office
inasmuch as flammable liquids were recovered from many

of the specimens. B

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) /? W 5 '/v\

Reference:;

_‘ﬁD.
JANT = 1955

urog

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE >
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BORKIS - VICTIM e,

Porvidny, 1amn
13-10-64
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Dobris takeam from imside of buildiag
Debris takem from isside of buildimg

8011 sample
8011 sample

So0i1l samgle
Liquid ard soil sample

Portions of clothing
Debris from imside of building

Dobris from outside of building
Portions of materials removed from ocutside of building

823882¢ge

Q10
Qll ¥ive-gallon containerxr

Results of examinatiom:
Small quantities of flammable liquids were recovered
The flammable liquids

from specimens Ql through Q4 and Q8.
from Q1 through Q4 corresponded generally to a petroleum
mixture characteristic of kerosene or a light fuel oll.
The liquid from Q8 was found to be more volatile than the

other liquids and corresponded to a petroleum product
characteristic of a petroleum naphtha, such as "Varsol."
Yery Ema}ll quantities of oily like residues, too
limited for chemical classification, were recovered from
specimens Q5 and Ql0. A partially burned pocket watch
was also found in the Ql0 debris.
Approximately 1/6th of anounce of an oil having
& green coloration with properties of a motor oil
There were m

was recovered from the Qll can.
traces of petroleum products characteristic of the
flammable liquids from the above specimens found 4an
the Q11 container,

Page 1 (continued on next page)
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The only markings visible on the side
to be tho letters '""H D" overx

of spoecimen Qll appears
the words "MOTOR OIL,* the word "COMPANY™ along
the bottom area of the can and a small picture

of an oil derrick.
Thore weroe no tracos of accelerants found
on tho Q7 clothing and specimon Q6.
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JOHNNY GRIFFIN, 415 South 4th Street, Ferriday,
furnished the following inforsation:
GRIFFIN advisod that he is employed by FRANK. IORR!B

in Prank’s Shoe 3hop and has been for the past few years.

As part of his pay, he lives on the premises in a small house
Also living in this buillding is

a the r ear e shop. -
who is the 11 year old grandson of MORRIS.
ours of

GRIFFIN stated that during the
1964, he.was in his room with watching
television. At about 11:00. PM GRIFFIN turned out the lights

. and went to sleep. He advised that prior to going to sleep
he had neither heard nor seen anything suspicious. GRIFFIMN
stated ‘that he was awakened by a blast which shook his-little
house sometime during the early morning hours. He stated that

~&ben he looked out. the window he could see that the whole )

““shop.was on fire. By this time:jwas also .awake and they .
bo.bh ran out the door, jumped over a fence and ran away from
the flaming building. GRIFFIN stated that as they were climbing
‘the fence he.saw MORRIS run from his room, .located at the .rear
of the- shop, covered with fire -from head to toe.

pe ‘stated he could think of no suspects or reason
why anyone  would do this to MORRIS. He advised that. as far
as he knows, MORRIS was not threatened by. telephone, letter,
or personally prior to this indident. He further advised that
- FRANK.MORRIS was not active in the civil rights movement.
HORRIS ‘stated" GRIFFIN,. had not participated in any voter
‘registration drives, Negro demonstrations or other racial

matters .

Louisiana,

December 9,

GRIFFIN.also added that he did not see or hear any-
thing prior to the. explosion, nor did he see anyone oOr any
automobiles in the. vicinity after he had left his living quart
.He ¢could not furnish any suspects,

1

. L}

ot _Ferriday, Louisiana  File ¥ __NO 1573255 —

’ _12.41.0.46.4__
- SA's DONALD J. McGORTY and
"PAUL.R. LANCASTER/bap bore dicrared 1271576

I se Lhe propariy of the FBI end

IOIDS Bo TRO? 1O5 BBAS IS iuns LIt - 3RS mezans o he FPI.
canisate ars a5l 's de dleTiFuisd TvicMe 17 eqeney,

ls fdooemest CEB
¢ S{EBCT . 1 G We

. e




Nw

i i, 'J”-’va
4
- 20 e B B el Yo ¥ g . Il RPN
NW# : 34210 Docld:31396140
- sve i 4 s w0y DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
R Dote 12 /16 /64
l 415 South 4th- Street, Ferriqay,

furnished  the following information:
-He advised that he is. eleven years old and is cared

Louisiana,
FRANK MORRIS.’

for .by his grandfather,

.[:;;;::]stated that all he could remember was.a
loud noise which awided him during the evening hours of

10, 1964. Upon awaking he .saw that “the shop

Hb stated /that he and GRIFFIN ran from the

- Dedember 9 -

was on fire.

building, jumped over a/fence and ran away from the fire.
He: further advised ithat/.he had not seen any individuals’or

cars after he. awoke.

.L-“OIA(b) 6
FOIA(b) 7



-December 14,
in the fire at his shop on December 10,

L.
@
w\"(

tap
CALVIN advisod

H.
and PAUL R. LANCASTER that the

NO 10/ s2>n
1964, Dr. C,

On December 10,
. McGORTY
victim had received 3rd degree burns on his entire body and

Special Agoents DONALD J

that ho did not expect the victim to live more than 48 hours.

He advised that it was permissable to interview MORRIS,
MORRIS, was under heavy sedation and might not

he,
1964, W. H. HARP, Fireman and
advised S8Specizl

however,
be able to answer. questions.

On December 12, . . .
Police Radio Dispatcher, Ferriday, Louisiana,
Agent McGORTY that MORRIS was still '‘on the critical list at
the hospital and that no pertihent developments in the
investigation had occurred.

On- December 14, 1964, Chief WARREN, ?errxday,

advised Special Ageht McGORTY that the victim

FRANK MORRIS was still in critical condition at the hospital.

Louisiana,
He stated that the doctor still had no hopes for hs recovery.

WARREN also stated that no suspects or motive in this

matter Had been developed.
- During the evening hohrs of December 14, 1964
Chief of Police C., W..WARREN advised Special ‘Agent PAUL R.
FRANK MORRIS had died at 7:30
1964, as a recsult of the burns he hzd received
1964.

LANCASTER that the victim,
PM,
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FRANK MORRIS was interviewed at Room Number 101
Concordia Parish Hospital, Ferriday, Louisiana. At the: time
of the interview, 6:35 AM, MORRIS was in critical condition
and under heavy sedation. Also préeésent during the interview
"were R. W. WARREN,. Chief-of ‘Ferriday Police Department, ana
.W, H. HARP,. JR., of the" Ferriday Fire- Department.

- MORRIS stated that he did not know what happened.
He: advised that-he. was laying in bed and he heard soOmeone
. break the glass: out, after .they broke: the: glass ‘out he went
out into the shop.. When .he came into ‘the’ shop one of the men,
holding a shotgun, told him- to get: back.
MORRIS further stated that he did not recognize the
He

- He déscribed one of them as being ''real white".
advised ‘that he thought that he had -seen these mén before and
that they were from the Ferriday, I.ocuisiana, area. He also
thaught that these men worked in Natchez, Mississippi.

CL\».‘
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FRANK MORRIS,

Room Number (7101, Concordia Yarish
Hospital, Ferriday, Louisiana, was réintorviowed at 9:55 AM,
with the assistance of JOHNNY GRIFFIN an employee nnd long
time friend of MORRIS.
were R.

Also present during the interview
‘W. WARREN, Chief of Ferriday Police Department;
W. H. HARP, JR., Ferriday Police Department;

C. w, PHARIS
Deputy State Fire Marshal and NOLAND MONELLB Chief of
Ferriday Fire Department.

MORRIS advised that he did not know exactly who the
men were who started the fire in his shop.. He stated that the
. window the men broke was the One near the shine stand. After
the window was broken everything happened so fast he could
not remember what happened.

He stated that these men had bteen
in his shop before but he did not know exactly who them were.

When MORRIS saw the men,; one of them was putting
gas around the outside of the building. He did ot see them

put gas inside the building but thought they must have Ytecause
the fire started so fast.

HBe once again stated that he
‘believed the men worked in Natchez, Mississippi, but did not
know exactly which company. '

MORRIS advised that he believed the vehicle used
by these men was a car,

but could give no further- - descript-
ion. He advised that the car was

parked in the alley next
‘to the shop and was' headed toward

the street. He did not see
_in what direction they fled after starting the fire.
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FRANK MOCRRIS was reinterviewed in Room 101,
Concordia FParish Hospital Ferriday, Louisiana, at 10:L0 ANM.
Also present during this interviews was Dr CHARIES H
who advised MORRIS that he was 1n bad shape and

COLVIN,
should cooperate fully.
MORRIS once again stated that he did not know
exactly who the men were who set the fire 1in his shop.
He advised that the man who was pouring the gas wore khakil
pants. After the window broke, MORRIS stated he went to
thesdoor when he saw a man with a shotgun. This man told
"to get back in there nigger". He stated that
He advised that he diad

MORRIS |

the. shotgun was a single barrel.,

not get a good look at the car because he went rignv back
into the shop.

! After the fire started, he had to go from the
shop, through his sleeping quarterssin order to get out
£, the burning building. By the time he got out of the
‘building, the men had fled 1n the car., He did not see

which way they went.
‘ .- MORRIS further advised that, although ne only
saw the two men, he thought there was a third, who was
_the:driver of the car, but could not remember exactly ;
’because everything happened so fast.

He described these men as being 30 35 years old,
kind of .small, and the younger of the two men was the one
who poured the gas. The man holding the shotgun was bigger
He stated that he saw one of the men strika

than MORRIS.
the match ‘and throw it on the gasoline.

He could not furnish any other pcrtinent informati

or suspects.

Louis iana  Fie # NO 157-32

Dote dictoted 12/15/64

and W

Fe rrid.ay »

12/XQ/64 o

SA PAUL R. LANCASTER _/ser
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Catrioble
infommatton;
Yartrner CAYER stated that PRANK MORRIS
Lrhe local eraprter of the National Asscociavion
He further statrea
voter registration

8ecreta:y, of

for the Advancement of Colored Feople.
that there have been no demonstrations,
drives or other civil rights activity on the part of the

Negroes 1in the City of Perriday,
Father QGAYER further stated that many Negroes
but this

have been threatened and given a hard time,

incident 1involving the burning of MORRIS and his property
He could give

except possibly

had been the first violent act committed.

no reason why MORRIS had been singled out,

that in his business he dealt with both white and colored.
Father GAYER,

He advised that at present all the Negroes are
However, he,

afraid of rfurther violent acts. :
has personally requested the Mayor of Ferriday ‘to rigidly -
enforce the law and offer protection for both the ‘white
and Negro community. Father GAYER statéd that he did not
have any faith in the local police department and hoped
that by talking to .the Mayor, pressure could be put on
the department to insure that the individuals responsible
for.the fire could be brought to Jjustice.

Father GAYER advised that he is presently.contactl

if. anything of value was.

ediately notify the Federal Bureau

his sources of information and,

obtained, he would imm
of Investigation.

PSR

——- —————. - - —
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12/14 /64
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City of Perriday, PFerriday,

[

Date ___

WOODY DAVIS, Mayor,
Louisiana, furnished the following information:
Mayor DAVIS advised that he was shocked that such
a thing as the burning of MORRIS and his property could-have
occurred in Ferriday. He stated-that, as far as he knew,
the relationship between the white and Negro communityosdr-
that city was éeéxcellent. No problems have arisen which
resulted -in any public demonstrations of\grlves by either
group.
. DAVIS stated that he realized there are those .
who continually fight the problem, however, he neyver lmagined
that 1t would lead to such violence. He stated that he
could not give any names of persons who ‘might have been
involved 1in this 4ncident. He could not think of anyone
who would have condoned or committed such an act. -
. -~ \
He further stated that this matter would be
thoroughly investigated and- the individuals responsible

.

brought tc Justice,
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Roverend PFather AUGUST THOMPSON, St. Charle R» 3
Catholic Church, PFerriday, Louis iana, x‘ux'ninhed the rtllz‘v‘cu\‘l‘\u,
information: T

l’-
Father THOMPSON advised that he is the pastor of

the Negro Catholic Church in Ferriday. He further advised

that he 1s a member of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, as was the victim, FRANK

MORRIS. Father THOMPSON advised that in his capacity as-
a:'priest, and a Negro living in a2 Negro community, he rece1ved
many complaints from the *people about receiving threatening

bphone calls, having rocks. thrown at them and simlilar occurrences.
However, Father THOMPSON stated that as far as he knew,
MORRIS had not been threatened in any way.
 He could not think of any reason why MORRIS and
his.shoe shop.wére picked 'as the victims of this violence.
He described MORRIS as a business man who catered to both
white and Negro customers and appeared to be resp@cted by
the community. .

Father THOMPSON stated that in Che event he hears
ol any pertinﬂnt Anformation regarding this matter, he
would make 1t available to the PFederal Pureau of .Investi-
gation, as well as local authoritiles.
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T " Date Jﬁnﬂﬁ!‘y .2?’ 1965
DRLLA AR "m*!‘H 603 Joyth 4tk Street, Ferriday,.

. ..Lmzlaiana, uas advised of the identsity of the mterviemms
L a&,ents as bemg Special Agents of 'che FBI. .

al\iﬁ‘ﬂ advised that she knew FRANE metls ninoe Ny )
1951.. .She stated that she snd MORRIZ wore Just good R
friends and that wes the- eztent of thelr relatlonship. ' she S
added that ohe lived in the nelghborhood whers MORRIS had’
< his shog shop and that she would bring shoen into be re-
MW paired snd they esauld talk about various events iu the
S _Verrmw erea .

. Ehe connm.ed by saying that FEAHK'& [aordeyr was
a shoek to ber, and she felt very vad aboub it as FRANK
vas 1liked by everyone in the arga. 5LHhe advised that she’
hod been told by FRANK of one incident vhere he had an-. ©o
argument with someone in the Perriday area. She gtated T
that this srgusent tooik place aver three years &go.  IU -
was betwveen NORRIS and FRANK DR IAUCHTER, SMITH stated mab B
- it gesced that Mys. DE LAUGHIAR had ogmned 2 ohe store in the
Perriday area and bhad been doing woue business uwith PRANE - -
KORRIB. - Sho advised that #Mrs. DE LAGGHPER wonld LRy, '
suppites for FRANK HORRIS through hey contacts with whole- . °
s3lers and RORRIS would in icturn come and buy the suppnea
from Mys. DB IAUGHTER. Ch one occapion MHORRIS went %o - o - Lo
_ pay #Wrs, DE LAGGEZER for gsowe supplies sbe had bought for - -
. i andiirs. DE LAUORFER @tteunpled {o.proposition FRAMK . 7 ;
. . MORRIS. She-tickled the palm of dis band shich indicoted - -
T rrat she wduld like to have sexusl intersoupse with him. , -
g HORRIS toid Mrs, DB LAUGHPER that he did pot want any trouble
but gaid that he would ealld Frs. DE IAUJHIER ot a later <
, date, dut nover did.. SMITH sald that MOREIS had continued. & - %
© ) - by saying that. méveral weeis later FRANX DE TAUGHTER, who - B
| L. uas at that. time s policeman with the Ferriday Police S
Dopartuent came into FRANK BORRIS '6 shop and ‘eaid that his |
uife had recefved an obscene toléphone cnlld and that hie.
- wife identified the cailer -as FRANK MOBRIN,.  SMITH.esid - )
that: NOANLS: told her that Ne t0ld FRANK DB ‘LM‘JMI&R that -
* this Kaﬂ a ‘1o, and that he :ma g TAU&HTKR naa, an aregument RS

‘o -’-. '

. - " -~
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during wshich time DI IAUGHTER warned him that it had
better aot happen again. SNITH said that as &ir as ghe
knew that was the only &ifficulty that FRANK ever had
with ary white people,

She continued by saying that as far ot she
knew about HONRIS's tusiness affolrs, hle wmain source
of income tiag from his shoe repair shop. 3She advised
that his other interest was ghurch activitles., $ho
otated that YORRIS would make periodic trips out of
the Perriday area to do church work. 3he advised thesoe
trips would calke place anyaverage of onge or twice a
month and would be to places asuch as Hatchez, $ilecissippl,
or to Baton Rouge or Now Orleans in Loulsiana, she sald
that sho did not know of any other long distance trips
to big cities. She added that most of the trips werc
made in an o0ld car or truck which PRANK usually had
ground, She eaid that chs tellieved that thene trips
were financed from the money made fraon the oparation
of his shoe shop. She stated that REVEREND FRED WILLIAMS
was the pastor of FRARK MORRIS's chureh and he wight be
avle to furnish informmtion sbout FRANK'e church work.

SKITH continued by saying that as far ns friends
of FRANK's, there were many of them, in that she 4id not
inow of anyone that MORRIS had any trouble with and he
was liked by white and colured. Che sald that on Sunday
mornings MNORRIS had a radio broadeast for gbout one hour
during vhich MORRIS would aot as the announcer and would
dedicate oongs t0 varioun people (both white and
colored) im the Perriday arsu. The music that WORRIS
played was mainly opiritusl type songe, and he did nothing
or sald nothing on any of the programs that ghio heard
which ¢could be considered to be in poor tasto. BShe sd-
vised chat FRANK got @ gresi deal of enjoymont from these
radio programs and would ask uany of bis customerg how
they enjoyed hip program. OHITH stated that a boy by
the name of BUEBA who worked nesy FEANK FORRIS's store
wvould usually drive MOKRIS to the radio station end mizht
be able to furnish more informat;ion about the program.

SHITH stated that FOARIS had anothexr friend,
by tho pane of HUNTER who 12 an ordained minister of the
Baptist Church. E&he stated that she does not believe that
Pilret Name Unlmown HUNTRER has a church of his own but
that he in now enployad by one of the two papeor mills in
the Farridqy area. 3he stated that this would be either

Cor »
3?
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Mr. First Name Unknown CARTER's mill or Mr. First Name -
Unknown ROGERS mill. With regard to any girl friends -
that FRANK had she lknew of several in addition to EDNA
BROWN who was MORRIS's firsat wife and who still lives 1in
the Ferriday area. One was a girl aby the name of MADDIE
MAIDEN, who lives near the ALLEN family near St. Charles
Church. Another girl who 1s believed to be the last girl
that FRANK had before his death lived in Clayton. SMITH
sald that she does not know the girl's name or anything
about her only that FRANK had mentioned to her several
weoks before his death about his new lady friend in Clayton.
SMITH stated she belleved that the man who helped FRANK
in the shoe shop would be in a better position to know

as FRANK and the helper would have probably discussed
SMITH stated that one of MORRIS's

FRANK's girl friends.
old girl friends was named DOROTHY FREEMAN, but she has since

married a man whose last name is HUNDALL and left the
SMITH said that other than the difficulty

Ferriday area.

MORRIS had had with Mrs. DE LAUQHTER, she had never heard
of FRANK beinginvolved with white women., SMITH saild that
with regard to her relationship with MORRIS, she must
admit that MORRIS had tried several times to get her to
be his girifriend but that she refused mainly because
MORRIS was older than her. t ‘ ’

SMITH said that one other friend of MORRIS

that she forgot to mention was a white man by the name

of "PAUL" who operates the used car lot next to FRANK
SMITH said that PAUL and FRANK were very

MORRIS's shop.

good friends and would often go to one another's shop.
She saild that she never heard of the two of them making
trips together. SMITH 8ai1d THat Sh& 41d not IKGiow.of any
Jiisiness Tips Ofv ofbusiness partners that MORRIS might
have had or had made. .

SMITH said that with regard to the weeks prior
to FRANK's death, she had not heard anything which night
have any thing to do with MORRIS's murder. She stated

that with regard to the night of the fire she was at
home in bed when she was awakened by the sound of a

siren; she said that she thought to herself that there
was & bad acecldent and that she would probably be busy

the next day at the hospital. She advisedthat she 1is

maid at the local hospital, having been employed there
She said that after a while the

since Ju-ly 22"; 1961*-~
sound of the siren grew faint and she thought no more
of this until her house was brightened by reddish light.
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She sald that che got up and loocked out the window and
paw that 1t was a fire. She stated that she could not
tell if 1t waslORRIS's shop or the house next door to
his shop. 8he stated she got dressed and waent to the
fire and discovered that it was WORRIS's shop. She
added that when she got to the area of the fire there

. were many people there, She sald that no ane at the
fire soemed to know if MORRIS was still ‘in the house or
had gotten out. 8he added that she later learned that
MOBRIS had been taken to the hospital.

. ' BMI'TH advised that later on the same 4ay,
Thnraday. December the tenth, she reported to work at
the hospital. She advised that during the morning as
she 'was about her duties at the hospital she went to
FRANK MORRIS'a room to pick up the dirty linen. She
eald that when she was in the room she said to MORRIS,
what happened? Who did this to you?" SMITH stated
that MORRIS replied, "I ocaW two men, two white men.
X heard glass break. I got up and went to ths front
of my shop and the two white men were inside. One had
a shotgun, the other had a five-gallon gas can, One
held the ahotgun en me and the other poured liquid
from the gan on me, and sald 'I want you to see yourself die.
The man with the can Btruck a match and threw it, I
went on fire. The man with the shotgun ran as did the
other man. I ran to the Billups statlion and the service
man sprayed water on me. If he had not dene this I would
have burnt up." SMITH said that MORRIS had some
difficulty in telling this story and it took a little
while for him to get it all ocut. .She said that after
he finished this story she left the foom, as MORRIS| {FOIA(D) 6
appeared to be having difficulty breathing. " FOIA(L)T - (C)

SMITH stated that on the rollowingfday, ehe
went back to MORRIS's room and spoke to MORRIS .again.
She paid that she said to him I am not supe that if 1t
was me that I wouldn't tell someone who did thia to you.

She stated that MORRIS said "I thou
friends, but th weren"t;ithe were
" SH gtate hat

ey 40 this?" To which

MOF.RIS replied, "Theg'y were friends ‘of“BIG FRARK”

meaning FRANK DB LAUGHTER., SMITH stated that MORRIS
indicated that it had something to do with the o0ld
argument that he had with DE LAUGHTER over DE LAUGHTER's

wife. B,
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) OMITH ould Ui I8 wvuld that he thoupht
Lhint: Lhe one poliowomun wat related Lo NIG IPMANK."
SMITH vsuld that at thid Ppo: MORHIS made her promine

not to tell anyone what he had told hor, 8he ntuled
that MOHKIY indlonted to her Lhat he was goliny to live
und ho dld not want anything to huppen to him or hin
yrundson when he gotout of the hospitul. HMITH suid
thutl MORRIY wan convinced that ho wiup golng Lo live,
L. UMITH sald that was nll the conversution that nhe had
WV with MORHIS before he dled. JOMITH suld that she wawu
plnd Lo toll thio to someone, us 1t wans hothering her
Lo know this and not be uble to tell 1t Lo unyone.
;’ SMITH sntated thut during tho ocourso of hoth ot these ﬁ
\ /' oonveruvutions with MOHRIY, IFRANK appearcod to be huving
3 dirriculty breathing, but wun abhle to tulk, und did
apponr to know what he was usayling.

She sald that she had talked to Mru, HAWKINS,
First Nume Unknown, who 1s a4 nurse at tho hoaspital and /
thut HAWKINS had told her that FRANK was a very wstrong
individunal in that he had walked into the houmpital und

| did not have to he carried 1n, desplle his oondition,//’

‘ \
' L , SMITH sald thut a boy who works at the hosnpltal
| (by the nume of "4HIMM) Filrst Name Unknown, told her that
' hin futher who 1s & barber, had recoived a tolephone ocall
Lthe day ufter the f'ire at IFRANK's shop and the individual
i oalling sald, "Wo got FRANK, you are next." SMITH oaid
thut when the boy told her fhln he wan very ftrightened
and wsald thut he and his family had moved to a neighbor's
houne and that his futher stuyed in the house alone for
a f'ow dayus to vee what would happen,

SMITH ocontinued by wsayling that as far as she
knew MORRIS wau not connected with any Civil Rightso
wroup nor was he involved in any 1llegal activity. She
suld that other than the motive that MORRIS gave about

\ URAgK DK LAUQGHTER, she could not give any rewson f'or tho
murder,

SMITH oconoluded by uvaying she 1n afraid for her,
and her seven children and f'or this reuson would not teut%gy

(A4
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to the information she had furnished. She added that
she belleved that MORRIS might have told someone else
besldes her of the identities of the individuals who
set the flre, but that these people were afraid to tell,
SMITH could not give any reason for this bellef, nor
did she have any idea as to who else might know the

identities of the individuals.

The above information was furnished in the

presence of Pather AUGUST THOMPSON, a Catholic Priest
of 8t. Charles Roman Catholic Church, Ferriday, Loulslana.
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. DELLA MAE-SHITH, 603 South Fourth Street, was're-
i interviewed and furnished the following information'

-

The information she previously furnished was true.--
The first time she talked to FRANK ‘MORRIS was on the afternoon
of December 10, 1964, time not recalled. She reiterated

~ that on this occasion he did not mention the identities of
the persons he saw at his shop on the morning of December 10

1964- e i L RN \l‘a - .

On her second visit. to EQBBIS' room ‘on December 11
1964, which -was a Friday, she encouraged MORRIS ‘to "tell her g j
"who burned the shop. This was while she was’ changing Bimen = |
between 9 and 10 a.m, She recalls.she came to work at 8 a.m, .
. It wag_at this time that he: told her the two men responsible -

/ It was_also_at this time that he sald one of - .' ‘ v

“these policemen, I;: was relatéd to FRANK DE Lwcm'mn ,
former policeman and now a deputy sheriff, ~-._

- _She _related that to h rsonal knowledge G
- During the las “conversation. .

i oL

- ean
- -

with_MORRIS, he also remarked that the burning of the shop-

‘with DE- muomn's wife, .. -i..\_“. A " e
C SMITH was questioned concerning the condition of : B
ii - « MORRIS on Decemberil]; 1964, and she related that he could-talk : \\;J

distinctly but had some breathing difficulty. She was qqestioned
-whether this was prior to or subsequent. to the operation and .
she admitted she did not know he. had an operation other than.

_ . peing-taken_to the operating room to be-"cleaned up." ' She S
: further stated that he spoke distinctly through Saturday, RN gj
December 12,,1964. ‘ . - e JF

SMITH was questioned whether she had any conversation ’
with MORRIS after December 11, 1964, @nd she said she had - )

only ‘¢casual conversation withhim not pertaining to the ‘fire

- béecause she had received the answer to what she wanted to - R
know on December 11, 1964, and there. was no_ further need to - -,

-

© talk to him about the matter. . Co N

on_ 1/29/65 at_ F_e"rriday,‘houi'siana U e " 157-3255 .
.. ' 'SA'DONALD R, EELMONT and T S
P.:'bY, SA MCINNIS L' WAm /sab TR Da'e dlc!ofed 1/31/65 . s - ‘. .
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In addition to the above, she said MORRIS could in
addition to talking on December 12, 1964, drink juices without
very much difficulty. 8She said he did not respond very well
on Sunday, December 13, 1964,

_ She further related that she was told by LAURA SBCOTT
that the latter and her family, who live on Fifth Street, were
among the first persons to arrive at the scene of the fire

at HORRIS' shop and at that time saw MOBRIS lying on the
ground at the Billups Station and saw him taken to the hospital,

SMITH was questioned whether she had told anyone ~
other than the FBX that she had information regarding the
persons responsible for the burning of MORRIS' shop, She
stated that she had told no one of this but the FBI and
Father THOMPSON, 8She was confronted with the information
that she had told other persons and she said she does not know

who these persons might be.
She further related that she was the maid regularly

rning O he now tands they were

assigned to the ward where MORR e
reonally does not believ e
were the ones responsible for
r_Ji______jL___._£LﬁL.JLJl__JiJLiL____EQQQSF

g
s
.
o

FOIA(b)?7 - (C)
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DG LS A aureswe anld vas
SLOP~AUCRisE ©Ff PHINK BEI>S, T. sttond Lie st LAgLt al
the nosgpital 18 Ferridaey, after ne was Dursed Dl
stay6ed with sie faor fuusr mights, Thurmiay night through
Sunday nDilgnt, from 8.00 p.a., tu 8:00 a m., nusd un une
OF twe MOrDifngS who romMalied UAtill about 1V:I00 a.=.,
until someone® €156 would Ccoma¢ tu wtay with him. She
baed aot kpnowen FRANK MOSRIS prior to this tize.

During the time she attended bim he never
volunteered any information as to what had happened
to him or who had done it to him, and she never guestionead
him about it. There were a number of people who
visited him during the early evening on all the nghts
she stayed there, but she did not know any of them, . R
except FRANK's step-mother. She heard very little -
conversation on -those occasions and it consisted
mainly of the visitors asking if ‘he knew who they were.

He appeared to be conscious enough to recognize their

voices and would. indicate he "knew 'who they were.

: FRANK'S step-mother never made any remarks
to her to indicate FRANK had. told her who started the’
fire or that he’ might know ‘who started it. . - E
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arver the rfirst night she was

9:30 AM. RCHRRIS®

alvsm
nek SMILH.
O Friday corning,
on Qduty at tne frospiral, srhe left st about
step-mother arrived late explaining that she had had to
take care of her nusband._ The bed had not been changed
at the time she left. She remembered tnat bvefore she leftu
the doctor came 1in and looked at MORRIS.
He did not say anything, merely shaking his head and
When she came back on duty Frilday night, MORRIS
wWwhen she came on duty Saturday
After the tube

a «Silloim

that morning,
leaving.
had a tube in his throat.
night, he also had a tube in his bladder.
was 1in his throat, she never heard him carry on a conver- -
sation and he would merely say "OUh huh" to questions asked
of him. She recalled that on Thursday night and. Friday night
his breathing was fairly good, although after the- tuve N
wag .inserted-in his throat- she would* occasionally have to .
-suction the mucous from his mouth and from the tube dux-:l.ng .
the night- so he could breath better. ) . )
. . She recalled that on one night after she came

on duty, two police officers came in to visit MORRIS.
.She belleved thils was Thursday. night, the first _night she.
.was on duty and that 1t - wasaround 9:00 or 10300 ‘PM when’ they

She did not- know who they were, but ‘assumed ., they

'

came 1in.
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the other taller. She
She was 1in the

—

and wore guns. -One was about 5'7",
could not furnish any further desoription.
room when they entered, but she left while they talked to
Before she left the room she heard one of them
remember when we brought you in —----
feeling
she left the room,

33y,

It was at this point the officers looked at her and
The offiders remsined only a few minutes.

MORRIS.
"FRANK,
they wanted to tallk to FRANK in private,
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following 'rfortacion “Was fjrniazed oy

He advised that FRANK MORRIS and he have xnown one
another all of the latter's life. They nave had some soclal
life tcgether,.

MORRIS took one or two trips a year. He had
accompanied[____]to Houston in 1963 when the latter had

to go to Texas on business. On asion MORRIS stayed
py himself in the Ajapo Hotel. bellieves that the
purpose of most of the trips taken RRIS was to observe
how oth oe shops operate. MORRIS returned to Ferriday
with] L '

~

: E;;;;;:;saw MORRIS between 8 30 nd 0 .m. on

> the night o e f'ire when MORRIS came to store -

to buy groceries, [______]left Ferriday for Natchez via -
his home: 1mmediate1y after MORRIS left the store. o

_did not. observe anything that he considered*
--ynusual or susplcious around MORRIS' store the night of the
fire. ‘He recalled that MORRIS' red and white GMC. or Chevrolet
‘was parked on the vatant used car 1ot next to MORBIS' shoe )
shop during the rire.y N .

: At approximately 1 é.m., ﬁéﬂember 10 1964\[;;::::]
left Natchez enroute ‘to'Ferriday in his stake-body truc

When he -was approximatelX two miles out of Vidalla towards
Ferriday, driving 35 to 45 miles per hour, he noticed. a car
coming towards him from: the direction of Ferriday at a high-
rate of speed. As it passed him he noticed that it was a .
- white Pontiac. He continued to observe it through his side : P
mirror .after 1t passed him, knew that it wasn't
Deputy Sheriff’'s FRANK :DE LAUGHTER's car, but he observed
what appeared to be a red light on the top of the car. B

: . Shortly beforereached the end of the
four lane highway near Ferrida he saw headlights ‘coming
from behind him. At the timebwaswdriving at a . -

[E .

5/65 - .o Natchez, Miss.: cies  NO 157-3255
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Approximately five minutes elapsed from the time

spal
Lllceman sa% nol .
cbservead thnis car guing toward Vidalia and 1its
abvove point Oof oontaot.
reaohog Elo

returr. to thne
At -ggroxlmately 1:25 Oor 1:30 a.m.,
approached the Ferriday city limits. A8 he
last curve before Ferriday he noticed a red glow 1in the

His first thought was t 's place was
He parked his truck

There were two white men

He recognized one of these

aky .
on fire.
across rrom the used car lot.
standing in front of his father's store and near a late
model car not further described.
men as a past boy friend of OPEL GRAVELLE and a resident of
Natchez, He asked those men what had mppened and they replie
"Some o0ld nigger was walking out,of that bullding that
didn't seem to be in his right mind. They had to take him
to the Billups station to put him out." 1 -

the persons wh&

The identities of "they",
en _him to the Blllups station were not known to
had the impression that these two men had seen,
to the Billups station.
arrived at the scene, MORRIS' bulldix
other than the two whitewmmen
s statlon were in slgl

When i
ing. and: no one,
ndant..dat the Billgp
been an explosion of

was stilldsggnc
above, an e

It appeared to& that there ha
some kind before his arrival due to the fact that there was
broken window glass 1n the street some distance from the

t
go or be talten

bullding.
The next person to come into view was a Negro
woman who came out of the house adjacent to MORRIS' builldir

and ran across the street with what appeared to be clothes
Shortly thereafter other people started to leave thelr homs

67 &g
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MORRIS had not been living with any particular
?xrl at the time of his death. One of his forwer girl
riends was very gealoua of him bechAuse "young girls were
in his store. P FLEMING, whd used to shine ahoes 1in
MORRIS' shop, used to talk about different women that
MORRIS took into hig back room. He has had two or thee

The last one was MATTIE,
Another one was MARY, last name unknown.

lapgt name unknown,
g1irl named MINNIE.
'COIOred people in the area talked about one phase
of MORRIS relationship with white women that could “get
him into trouble. When white ladies drove up to his shoe
store, instead of taking the shoes through the car window,
he inserted his head into the window on the driver's side,
or entered the car on the passenger side and sat next to
ont seat while they diqcussed the needed shoe

women in the past 3 to 5 years.
In addition to his wives he had a sweetheart who was a young

them on the 7
repair.

. " When pretty white women came to his shop with
shoes to be repaired and were not in cars, WMORRIS covertly
stared at them and winked at

3t friend in the white community was |
does not know uhy they were such good

- MORRIS'
LxovD PAmL. Lo 2o
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It was rumored that MORRIS had borrowed money from
PAUL visited MORRIS’
MORRIS was permitted to borrow anﬁ°
two of them went to nroe,
MORRIS

Louisiana,
noted that MORRIS had relatives l1iving in Natchez.
L dded that he could not recall seelng any

as he approached Ferriday,

rriday without him recalling

rriends.
PAUL and vice versa.
Also,
The
frequently ostensibly to buy used cars.
MORRXYS also visited Natchez frequentiy. [ 1
54
ng rrom Ferridpy

but that 1t was very possible that one or more cars 4id

times per day.
car of PAUL's that he wanted.
drove some of those cars back to Ferriday for PAUL.

other car c
come from the direction of Fe

them.
FOIA (b)6
FOIA(b)7 - (C)
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RUTHIE SCOTT, Scott's Groecery,

louisiana, cdAvised as follows:

with FRANK MORRIS and attends
saw him at church

\n

ore.
5th Otreet, ¥erriday,
She was acqQquainted ;
She last
1964 . She wmas at her hame
would

the same church he attended.
on the first Sunday in December,
in the country on the night FRANK's shop burned down and
did not see 1t, She knows of no reason why anyone
want to do this or to do away with FRANK.
SHe recalled that one day shortly after FRANK
died, DELLA MAE SMITH, who works in the hospital in E‘errloay,
came 1into Scott's Sore and started talking about  FRANK's
death 1in the presence of her husband and herself and
Mr. ERLIE HAYES, a school teacher. This was in the afternoon
and they were fairly busy and other people were coming and’ .
going, but would not have heard DELIA MAE's conversation. ° =
Mra. SCOTT was busy waiting on. people and heard only portions
of her conversation. She thought DELLA MABE had been darinking.
She heard DELLA MAE say that she had bheen hearing rumors e
there were two or three mea who started the fire and that
one.held a8 gun while another poured gasoline and. lighted -
"She

the fire. Mrs. SCOTT. thought DELLA MAE told the-names of
the men, but she does not now.recall what they were.

. . recalled DELLA MAE said the men wexe 1oca1 .men.
cIWE L Mrs. SCOTT said she also heard DBLIA MAE remark
: that the Federal Bureau of Investigation had talked tc her”
about the fire and that she had either told them what she.
had heard or that_she was going to ‘tell them what she had
heard. ~ Mrs. SCOTT did not hear DELLA MAE say ‘where she :
heard. these  rumors. )

" mrs.
nELLA MAE SMITH and this was only the second or third time
DELLA MAE had been in the store as far as she knew,

e w%s?-aess——

SCOTT said she has had little contact with"

] .
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stroel frum SUBULD' whow sty .
VUa the wveLliyg of Uocembor 9- 10, 1tid,
bul Lu Bur QUESrtors at the rvar ©f ber Place Of busisoss wheo
sbw was aeakoued by sume type of vZplasiua. 3ne jJumpeod up
to run to tho Bront Of her eatablishment to louvk out, but
stumbled aud felil. After she recovered, she weunt to the
tront of the building end looked out the front window. She
or people go by but could s0e a fire
8ho diad not aee FRANK MORRIS and she did
A crowd ’
She observed nothing that
-Sha .

at LORREIS'

ard not BO€ any cars

sbhop.
not go outside of hor own place of business.
bogan gathering outsido the front of the shoe shop and the
rireo enginyd arrived on the scene.
would iudicate what or who might have caused the fire.
has heard nothing as to who m:.ght haveo been responsible torr

the fire.
She considerod FRANK uORRXS a good friend and
knows nothing in his background that would possibly have
motivated anyone to burn his ‘shop.-
She tms a daughter, BEATRICE JOHNSON presently
viaiting\ in Natchitoches; Louisiani. BEA’I“ICE. whe is
a friend of FRANEK MORRIS, 'was out of town at the time of - .
the fire. BHATRICE never dated MOBRIS to- her knowledge. L
B v Thé. day after the fire, come _ch:[ldren brought '
her what ‘appearad to be a portion of a human finger which °
they claimed they found pesr tho burned shop. She kept the -
finger and later turned ‘it over to an FEI Agont.. “She- claimed
not to recall the names of the children who hrought tha -0

£

She stated she has no’ additional 1nformation

““ringer to her.

—~—concer;ing~tbtsfmatter. K » -
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JUsd LEE, JA., ouner vf the Fi. & Fuc Btuce,
soutD 4ta Btrewtl, Furriday, LOulslane, wvas adviwed ot
the LABOtity ©Ff the laterviOwing Agesis. The rolluowing
L1aforaatioa was turaishoad by JOBN LES, JR.

e ddvised that he has known PRANK BROARIN all of
fhis lire, 1o that he was born and raitsed in Ferrtiday,
Louvistana. 6 etated tnsofar o8 he knew that UWORRIS was
wvell liked by the people of FERRIDAY, both white and Negro.
e added that 1f there was any one thxng that could be
said against HORRIS was that MORRIS "had a lot of girltricunds.”

LEE continued by saying that he had heard trom
the poople who frequent his store that many of the young
Negro girls who 1ive in the area were afrald to go into
MONRIS' store as he would be guite blunt in his conversution |
with them An regard to sex. In addition tO this, LEE informed
that MORRIS was also known to have- had sexual. relat:l.ons with
.Negro women in the bafk of his shop. _He stated that he haad
not heard of MORBIS being involved with any whito women. _But’
that it was not unusual for HMOBRRIS to come out of his- shop
and talk to white women customers who would drive:up in . .
front of his store. LEE said that MOBRIS would come out Of.
.the shop vhen a white customer would drive up and depending
on the direction in which the customer's car was facing would
either put his head in the driver's window, 'Or lean on the -
drivers side of- the car and talk, or if the car was facing
the other direction, MORRIS would open the passéngera side
of the car and got in and sit along side of the driver
presumably to discuas the repair of shoes.

y

-

~ LEE continued by saying that in a.dd:l.tion to the -
shoe shop, HMORRIS would also express an interest.in church’
worik, and had made many trips out of town, allegedly in
-furtharance of this church work. LEE stated that MORRIS
would average one or two trips a month for this church work
LEE added that many times after these trips HOBRRIS would
.tell him that he had gone to ‘a shoe shop in one of the ci.ti

. LT . \\ < -
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ae Aad viettead amd they did Or did 80t have hettler
eoquipment than he had. ILXE oaid that he knowus of two
spescific trips that HOARKIS made, One was to Houwton on

July 11,1882, and tho other wase to ¥indasor, Ontario, oo
MNovember ©, 1964. LEKE otated that the reason he knows of
the Houstan. Texas trip was that his fatber,JOHN LKE, 8SR.
aiod in Houston and FRANK MORRIS had told him that he had
soon his fathesr bofore he died.

In regord to the Windsor, Ontario trip ho, LEE,
received a poot oard from HORRIS, postmarked Windsor Ontaria,
on Novembor 9, 1864, the post card aald that HORRIS was
socing a 1ot of old friends and that be was having a good
time. LEE did not know of any frionds of MORERIS in Canada
and MORRIS never identified them. LEE said that MORRIS
would make these trips by train or would drive in his car
or truck. LEE ganid that hételieved that the tyrips were
financed by profits from MORBIS*s ahop, as MORRIS had no.
other socurce of incomeé that he knew of.

LEE stated that in addition to thoe trips MORRIF
also acted as an announcer on local.radio programs on Sunduay

LEE said that MORRIS would dedicate religious

mornings.

records to the various fri@nds .of his in Perriday , both
one ohjecting to these programs.. : .
LEE stsated that MORRIS bad told him on ome occasion

white and Negro, LEE stated that he did not hnow of any

that he considered himself to - be training tO becomo a
religicus prophet. LEE gaid that be did not discuss this
with MORRIS any further,.-but that MORRBIS hnd told LEE that
when he was young ho was wild but that he had growa a littloe
older and a little wiser,, ' i
LEE stated that ono of EBOBRYIB' good whito friends

was LLOYD PAUL;. who oparatéd the used car lot next to BORRIS
He':; LERE had heard that at one time PAUL loaned MORRX

Sbopo

—————— -
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sty ond latey BURRIY rcancd PADL evasy . LN mata
§Bat vas [he AsAtOatl uf hle Aaowlddge CcOCeruliag Bunzlbd
and VAUL s frieaduiiyp. LER aoted tThat as far as mbuoy
ves GO vrned NOUKIS conmeated 1@ Ala whea he revelvead
wotue otw GQuiiment forhis abhop, that B wvas Lruke. LEE
sdviesd that be bolleves that this ves apprexiastely three
aoStbs Pprior to v fire.

¥ith regard to any imadividual who expresasd any
opinion aw to the poesibility of vioclance in cannectiaon
with the Civil Bighte problem, KZIIE KRIAL, o white barber
had said that when any Civil Righte movement starts in tho
rorriday area, that apy of the “nigger troublemakeras"™ whoame
fdentity wose learn®d, would prohably be frightened into
loaving Ferriday and this would stop any Civil Rights movo-
ment. LEB anid that he did not give much thought to this
otatement at the time he heard it in that RIAL nnd a com-
panion of his (FNU) BATEMAN would come into LEE'e store om
many ocoasicons nad sit and drink boer.

LEE stated that with regard to the apparent
reluctance of tho majority of the Negro population to
discuss the killing of MORRIS, he wvas Oof the opinipn that
this was due to various supergstitions that the Nagro bas
regarding doatl: and violence, and thoy wore afraid that
somothing bad would happen to them if they became involved
in something which was pot aay of thoir business. - In additic
to their fear of bedily harm, they are also afraiad of losing
any benefits they might be receiving such as welfare checks.
LER advised that with regard to the evoning )

4, he closed his store

préceeding the fire, Pecember 9, 196 .
at about 10:60 PH, hé noticed notbing in tho area which was
He advised that during the early

vnugual or sasgpicious. :

morning hours of December 10, 1985, he was awakensd by a
loud banging an the dooxr of his residonce which i1s located
in the rear of the store.. He answered the door and was tol

by IKE HARTFORD that there was a fire across the street.

85
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LEE said he ran around to the front of his store and saw
that MORRIS®. s5tore was on fire. He ran back around to -his
nouse, hooked up a gardem hose, and came back to thé- street,
and proceedsd to wet down tho front of his own store. B
said that later on the fire éenginos came and that he did not
recall saything olse other than tho fact that MOEBRIS® ghop
was on fire ‘and: the: excitement which resulted.

LEE said that he does not have any idea as to who

might bave started the fire, nor why it was started.
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WUl lD' oiap DarLea, 8ftlcsr LELKITH A3 rece~-vod somo
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Le had heard thils atd dld il Bde wbBT he threat
Cutmisted ot .

LLAIR said that before he toovik the job, he had
consulted with the Mayor of Perriday about it, as he was
concerned over what he might be getting into, in view of
the circumstances under which BECKWITH had left He was
unable to determine whether the job had anything to do with

the threatening calls BECKEWITH had reportedly received.
BLAIR sBaid he did not know where BECKWITH was now living.

BLAIR said he did not know FRANK MORRIS-well,
had resided in Ferriday for 36 years -
BLAIR at -

He said he, BLAIR, T

and had never had any trouble with the law.
first stated he knew nothing about the fire or the
identity of the persons responsible for 1it. Subsequently,
he suggested that JOHN GRIFFIN, employee of FRANK MORRIS, -
be talked to, and also JAMES WHITE, a cousin of MORRISH
When asked what GRIFFIN would know, he said he had over-
heard a conversation between GRIFFIN and a man whom he .
about a week after -the fire, imn . . =

declined to identity,
which GRIFFIN said FRANK knew this was going to happen _
‘and who did it, and that FRANK had received a telephone’
call before. it happened. He stated GRIFFIN also tola .
the unidentifid man that FRANK had asked GRIFFIN to . ..
tay with him at the shop that mnight, but GRIFFIN had
refused. - BLAIR said he understood FRANK had been, prior -
to the night of the fire, staying. at Clayton, Louisiana,
a short distance from Ferriday,  at night. .BLAIR.cIaimed °
he did not_know why MORRIS spent the night of the fire .
in his shop or why GRIFFIN had refused to stay . with him.
He claimed he did not know who had made the alleged telephor

0
.
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call to MDRBIS or what was said. Upon further questioning,
BLAIR said he was not positive GRIFFIN was referring to
the night of the fire when he said HDBBIS asked him to
stay with him at the shop.

BLAIB said he ‘overheard the conversation between
.GRIFFIN and the unidentified man "down the street". He
refused to state Just where the convesation had taken
place, and again refused to identify the other party to
the conversation.
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El1HB HAYES, 610 Caivliua Avebnue, who 18 wvapluyod
sy B teacher, furmnished the following 1ATIOrmation:

On a Tuesday in December, exact date not recalled,
which was the day following the death of FRANK MORRIS, he
went to 8cott's Grocery Store at the corner of Carolina
Avenue and Sth Street, sometime after 5:00 PM. When he
walked into the store, DELLA MAE SMITH, a maid at Concordia
Hospital, was talking with Mr. and Mrs. SCOTT who operate
the store. The conversation was concerning the death of
MORRIS, and HAYES commented he certainly would like to know
who was responsible. At this point DELLA MAR SMITH said she
knew who burned the shop because MORRIS had confided in  her
while still alive at the hospital but had made her promise-
not to divulge the information. She further said she would
not mention it now, but that she was 'about high' and did not
care. HAYES noted she appeared to have been drinking.

SMITH stated she had been previously interviewed
by six FBI Agents about ‘the matter and had told them nothing,
but would now. tell them if she- was recontacted about. the .

--——matter. She then told how MORRIS had-told her that the )
ersons responsible werel |
[ Iand "de Law!, the name cOmmoﬁly
given to FRANK DE LAUGHTER, a Deputy with the local” Sheriff’
eDepartment. .

-~

~ “ o

. She did noﬁistate any reason why these persons
were alleged to have burned the shop.. She indicated. thé
FBI Agents had 1nterviewed her the day of MORRIS' death. o

o HAYES did not believe SMITH-and discounted her;
statements as untrue. Several days later. the Fire Chief
‘at Ferriday and two fire marshsls from Alexandria, Louisiana,
.came to 'see him and asked him about what SMITH had said.

‘'He repeated the above statement to them and assumed from .-

. conversation with these -men that SMITH was telling the' story -
all over town while she qu drinking.. He has since that .
time ‘heard from a number o0f souvces that she has been

-‘“—repeating tne *Ebove—stxrt’enrem—tu-‘anyone—she—meetsw the--
street '

- »* ° .
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voalag botlvesa a®a aml dumea ol alesd reaces . Anwt Der
ruos Yo that te ves an orffircila)l of the Nativaal ASsosSiat-
168 for tae Advapcement uf! Culured People (RAACP).
Ho i1s awvare that NMOHAIS had & readio program oa
Sunday BOorulngs asd has heard hias miuke dedications 0t religious
music to his friends, bLoth Negro smaa white. the harn hoard
dodications tu white couples, white males and white femalee.
Ho toels 1t 18 poseible that someone objected to this
R18 he ever knew was

practice.
The only girl friend of

MATTIE MAIDEN, an employee of Haney's bar.
GEORGE TAYLOR, who lives behind the fruit stand
on 4th Street, is alleged to have seen samething on the night
of the fire, but he does not know the details.
who was a student at the school

whore Hﬂ7£§ is a teacher, after the fire, related that when
he awoke the night of the fire, he heard MORRIS outside
T thought you were .my friends". He did

telling someone
not talk to?jfurthery but because of the above,
ows more than;, he told. .

believes he kn
He has no additgobal information regarding the

"FOIA(b) 6

FOIA(b)7 - (C)

matter.
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age 40, a resident ot

JOHNNY GRIFFIN, Nogro male,
furnished the following information
and has v

314 Norning Star Alley,
He has known FRANK MORRIS since about 1934

worked for him in his shoe repair shop on Fourth Street,
Ferriday, Louisiana, since 1959, His job was that of shoe
repairman. - = . N
In addition to the shoe repair business, MORRIS
also sold clothing., The north side of the building housed
the machinery for the shoe repairs and the south side was
used for the clothling business. MORRIS had considerable
wearing apparel on hand which he kept.on racks and\tables in
- ° the south side of the building. i
MOBRIS did a.good business on shoe repairs baving
His customers were both
He did a fairly

} the only shoe.shop in Ferriday.\
white~and Negro résidents of the community.:
cod business in the sale of clothing, particularly on
' Thursdays when the other dry good stores in Ferriday were
He ordered most of his clothing from businesses

and Monroe, Louisiana.

1.

" closed;

‘in Natchez, Mississippi,
There was no telephone located inside" the etore,

but they used a pay-telephone located on the ‘didowalk near S

the cornexr of the building. MORRIS would occasionally - - :

receive calls on this phoneé from customers, - MORRIS has. -~

never mentioned receiving -any threatening telephone calls

or threats through any other media, MORRIS seemed to be. .

He recalls no ‘ -

! well 1iked by both.whites and Negroes.
""telephone calls being received from anyone for several days

preceaing, the fire. )
On Wednesday, December 9, 1964,,HORRIS told

GBIFFIN ﬁe was going to make a trip on Thursday, December
10, 1964, but did not say whae he was going or how_ long .
This was not unusual since MORRIS made

he would be gone,
' occasional trips away from Ferriday to attend conventions
He “teoalls he,\in the past, went .

‘ and church fpnctions.
A . . ) A . -* . . . ’ . . .. )
On_._ '1/27/65 o _Ferriday, Louisiana . “Fie#_- ~NO 157-3255
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to Chicago, lllinols, Bhreveport and Monruve, Luuisiana, and
other cities not recalled, on such trips. When he made
such trips, he uerely told GRIFFIN he wab going out of town
and for GRIFFIN to run the shop.

HORRIS did not request GRIFFIN to stay in the shop
with bim on the night of Docember 9-10, 1964. MORRIS' living
quarters, located in the rear of the buildlng, contalned only
one bed. There was, however, a small co ho
puilding, GRIFFIN and MORRIS' grandson,
age 11, had been staying in a_small cottage located behin
the_sho MORRIS had raised[ ] who was commonly known
aSﬁ &39 mothexr has been living in Las Vegas,
Nevada, and MORRIS had raised the grandson. GRIFFIN had
been living in the cottage for the past three years.

MORRIS did not regularly live im the quarters at
the rear of the shop. (He had been living there however for
the month preceeding the fire. For several months he bad ~
lived with a girl friend, whose name he does not know, at
Clayton, Louisiana, The girl fiiend however had gone to

~ Chicago, Illinois, to see her daughter and for that reason,

MORRIS moved back to the 1iving quarters at the shop, The
girl friemd in Clayton is a seamstress and GRIFFIN met her
only one time, He does not know if MORRIS intemnded to go
to Chicago to see her on December 10, 1964.~:

On the evening of December 9, 1964, GRIFFIN left
the shop around 8:00 PM: and went to the coﬂage located at -
the rear of the building. At the time he left the shop,
FRANK ASHFORD, Negro, a friend of MORRIS, was still at the
shop with MORBIS Theré¢ were no others in the shop. He
watched television with[____ Jin the cottage
until about 10:30 PM and they went to bed, He was awakened
by a loud noise, apparently some sort of explosidn, and
some time thereafter, but exact time or approximation un-
known,
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Inmedlatoly upon avakening, he rvalised susething
vaB 00 {1irv av thu flames were reflected about the rvoa in

shich ho wm ing. He dashed for the cottage dour after
sooeing that who vas sleeping in another bedrooun,
had already le ©® cottage. As he departed through the

cottuge door, he could gee flames through the glass uppr
part of tho roar door leading into the shop, Hv did uot
soo MORRIS in t ut only sav fire as he fled past
the shop door, wa outside the cottage
when he got out and ho nndt::ff:fgicllmbed a fence and ran
into a vacant lot at the rear o e cottage and shop,

They stopped in the vacant lot, He could only
hear the fire crackling., The fire was not yet through the

roof of the shop., He observed no automobiles and did not
hear any,

Apparently MORRIS was already out of the shop
before GRIFFIN left the cottage. After he went over the
fence into the vacant lot, he though he saw MORRIS standing
near the Billups Service”Station on Fourth Street and the
night service attendant was putting water on MORRIS, He
saw a police car driveyito the service station at this time
and his impression is the police car came from a street
which CrossasSFourth Street and was proceding in an eéasterly
direction,

PN Y 4

“While he was smanding in the vacant lot, he heard
a minor explosion come from within the shop, He felt this
might have been some o the inflammable material MORRIS
kept in the shop., He explained that MORRIS had the following
such materials in the shop on hand at the time of the fire:

Two full gallons of cleaning fluid which he
bought at Williams Company, Natchez, Mississippi
One gallon of turpentine
Eight or Ten gallon cans of rubber cement
Some shoe dye and polish in rather large quantities

It was.his first though that the gas stove located
in MORRIS' 1living quarters in the shop, had exploded, He

117 i
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i additioen to the Led, & stuve

esplaiuol that wuanith hag,

and rofsiguratur o the rues.

Uhile ho wan sBtabldlug 1a the vavant lut watibhaing

the fire, bis sothar appoarcd and he wvant hums with her,

Soeotine thereaftar, he was contactod by the Chief uf Dulice

and askod tOo cumé tOo the howpital with him ou he could talk

to MOGARARIS 1o an ofort to g6t him to tell anything he knew \\

about who set the fire. Ho sald he went to the huspital \

with the chief and talked to MORRIS, MORRIS did not tell

bim who set the fire. This conversation with iMRR1S was

in the presence of FBI Agents and this weas the only time he

talked to MORRIS after the fire. While he feels MORRIS know
he cannot be sure of this, and has no

who st the fire,
personal knowledge as to who might have been responsible,
He feoels that becaused MORRIS responded reasonably well during

the conversation with him that MORRIS was mentally alert
and knew what he was talking about,
commonly known as "RICK", an

RICHARD KENNEDY,
formerly stayed in the shop and slept on
"RICK"” did the cleaning up around

This was some time

elderly Negro,
the cot mentioned above.
the shop and MORRIS in turn permitted him to sleep in the
MORRIS finally accused "RICK" of being lazy and
asked him to leave o the latter moved to a room at the

building.
rear of Haney's Bar on Fourth Street,
ago. .

GRIFFIN has on occasions when MORRIS was not in
town, slept in the building rather than the cottage, but this
was not frequent.

The following persons were probably MORRIS'

closest friends:

JAMES WHITE
LEO GRAHAM, a barber ‘
FRANK ASHFORD, employee at Lancaster's Service Station
These persoxs'a.re all Negroes and frequently came by
Also on occasions, ANDEREW SLAINE,

MORRIS' shop to chatwith him,

e
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Qogt . teootbanml +§ Decseonulh Ploeotl. v vld v vw® V) ascd (ald,

Ne had o gli1) frreont nane! BINNIR BRANRINVARNE and
an: L83 naned BATIIE SALIMR, Lutl dies kol balleve he dated
the latter 0 a iy (ine,

WOMMRIY van gsnl pnatuied and )elled and vwaved
atl anyvwne passinyg Ly the alwp iy the stieent, Thies (e iaded
hie white cuntuaer @, butl he han never haavd anyone vaotee
any whijectiuon to this habit, I hamw never heatd of MORNKIN
beting tuvolved with white women and nuvne ever valled
Mim at the shup with the excveption of custuomer s wvho powst tnes

valled alivut shives left at the ahup,

MORNIN dtd some rrtuking, however, he Jdtd not use
alcohol exvassnively, e would drtnkh anything and wsually
bought no wmare than a pint of whtehey at the ttuwe, Hao umad
no Yar( toular birand, URIFPIN hame never kinouwun of MORNIN
having any large guantity of whishoy on hand anmnd had ao
Anowledge of the half pinte of whimkey found tn MORRINY
quartoras aftor the fire, lo has no (nfuarmation that would
tndioate MORRIN wum ougaging or had over ongaged ia melliay
nlooholio bovernyges or Jdope,

tiv rovalls no inocidontes whare MORRIN huad trouble
with anyona, eithar whito oxr Nogro, o hanm listoned to tha
Sunday morning radio broadoamt MORRIN put on and never
hoard anything on it he folt somoconie could construe an
objaoctionabille,

He has heard that a Nogro named "BRIGITT DOY' leot't

town becausuo of allaged tolephone threatin about the time
of the fire, but only heard thia am a (runor from an un-
roucalled mource, Ho doen not know the nature of the thraat
or whore "BRIGHT BOY" is allegoed to have gone, Thwro
vas also some talk that GRAHAM, a Newro barbex in Ferriday,
also reqeived mome moxrt of telephona throat about that
oriod of time. Ho doem not, however, know anything of the

dotalls of the alleyod threat,

\
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L!_Mﬂﬁb.. @ne to Nevada to live with
3% sother since .

Ho has no additional information in thise matter;
has nOo suspects and knows of no motives.

v
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Frang y: \ i
[ou123are ues .0:1‘::;'“{} i 1a S SEuth tan Strwen, perricay,
agenti. Flnlag gy VP two 1dentitios of tiw Lntesrviusdg !
as & 8NDO ashing b, atod tnat te wan oo layed by PRLLK Ml :
e got Off Tooa r.;: and uoreea in the suup e2sh cvon after x
alop fRam about i on J8YMT whloyment and woulé workk in Ahe
all 489 00 Saturdmua 2oP O Tiow ar Liu0 pom.  He would wobk ‘

Fdays end hed teen vorking in tho ehoy for \

about five yeays
the night of thu fire in

) R PLEMINO advised that on
bol!:vea ;:'-’!;e?e oRE® to ¢he shap at about 5:00 p.m. and

re area of t t between 7100 ena $:00 p.n., HHe remained in
od &o1 mtgo 8hoD on Fourth fitrcet talking to frivues
gg"o orr%gw 2o@e of the”jointn“ and went home nbout

m-; on that P-5. PLENIKR stated trat while he was in tho
3.&%& sz&:zmeht were not Aany cuptomers in the ohop. - - |, .. .

- he shop N left the ehop $0 get some wino and tho only perucnn
in €he 3hop besides MORRIL ond FLEMING sers too small boys, ,
uho were Oleoning and o1ling the floor. PLBRIRG stated ho .- |
d4d ot now the namss of theco Logs. They were auceplng

. £locr yith “coal oil

tc olean the Ploop.

-
=

L o TLBINO\ stated “that whsn he left the Bhop HUARIS -
and the 5uo young hoys wera the only.onss 4n- tho- Dhop, o
BORRIG® grasSstm [ —  — Jepo s the resy shaol watening
television. PLENIED stated thot HORNIS dlocussed thingo , _
wlth hlm and he Believes that 18 BOARIS had vescived any ~ L L
- threat fron anyane NORRIS would have told him., e siated RIS
RORIIS 614 oot mentlon any threst op problen ond sgemed Yo p
~Be hin normal geif when ho, FLEMIHG, iefe She -B8%eFe v T L
. T ; ) A oo
JHORALS was stayiog in s roca to She yesyr of the
shop and-%:sd deon ﬁtmgg thera ot night for & wseelk L .
priow te- the five. Ho sdeized thab RORRLS usually hed & - .
- Cwomsn friend” he stayed with at night and Bad bsen golag, . .- o
“te Clayton, Loulsians and stsying with a wosen these,  He .
bedlsved ihis woman went to wisit relatives -cub of state end -
thisz was the roasen MONRIZ woo otaying obf the shop. He - v
advised that ¥IRRIS had several different Hegve ~wonen ‘

\
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Friends S0 Lo Limp Bof 52 kis & -ewlriye . svar hed

on offalr +ith @ VRiIGe vuwwr. Fm edrisey 1wl Mawnld wald

onre ond gui Lihwir snses oo Sre svoa-t wiwll ned Bave Lo ocomg
s 088led e bl Rever Gl MCUNLI gobt imys

° v
GA*® Lho SNiTE Bliwm Susl- eTe Sirt BePelte, gv o2l 4o timiF
SNO SAY WILL sEg walte umen «od C14 met ynew uf eng Lreuble

luto Sae otn/p.
18 aod Lad «ith ANy SUSCEOF wFf BRYyEDS .

VIARINO stoted thet SORATLS fres Siwe to tise would
80 (9T Sf owa te hesr e pal group sing ond tiat ho weab
howd 80 trips slone, MOLRIS hed s redic prasras om Suadny
rorniny and he worid glve ssvértisoments (Cr asne of Lhe \
locn) £oninesacs and wosld scsetimes receivo lettars with
8 centribtution Trum some of tho pooplemioes busilicad ne '
talked about. HCANIS wculd use Lhis mocey to pay for the .
r0dio time. VLTAIND said that ro iisteaad to the radio
Prorae of HORHIS and hed rover heard SHHMXS 8ay snything
an ths rromran %0 offend anyoase.

adviocd that SOARI3 was a good friend of 1LGYD
2 & noxt to RORRILL!

o

PAJL and tbat PAUL crerated tfic used car 1o
ehce shop. PAUL would et FORRIS cae o cor frow tine
tize and HOMMIS vorld raocmsend tbot gpecple buy card Iraa

PATL. Ii2 stated that fir. PADL waz f¥iendly to all the
people that moried@ An tao ehsc shop and nevor said or cid

Ring to hurt or offend gayone moriing i $he ahop.
ESBRRIS went se Honrce, Loolaiana
BOERTS to

to

anyé
ge agvima thet BUL
together once; PAUL to pielk v A uced capr and :
attend o gospel sing and to drive one of the cars hack o
aot epgaged in —
boon actine

PIPRING stated Shebh HOSRIE seo
i Zetivity apd HCERIE had sever

any 3%

any 04vil rights activity.

. PIERINS stated be did pot tmov of the £irs ond
iojury to QOREI3 until the corping after the fire. XHe -
gtated he Gid nst know hos She fire started and hei nob
heard any talk op to the cause of the Ciwe, FLEMIEG atated
ho O34 208 Rnen of say one, Bhite of negre, timt HOERIS A
troule with and 412 not kptw of anyyeastn why any ¥ve
would Pays FRANK er hia beadnmass.
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Mre. CYEa moas1S, U6 Fesdraws bMuvest.
BLawlenippl, aevisesd s Zelleme!:

Yo ¢ PRANE RORRLI. U= st
cay " A= the ::.r‘:‘:::vo-( Ate ebev sho:;on“' byteer
motlficd Of tne fire by HUEA DROYS, FRANLE ‘D @R-VIZO-. saylng
o losbused bowr Batwwon 0:00 and 0:J0 AN that = pitol,
FMANY ‘s plasc oed oxplodod and that FRANK wvas C0
padly burned. NDAA coid shs xd already beSD
ths bespital.

rorriddy¥,

Ers. MAITIS od at the hoapital in
sazetine botwoesa £:G0 :?a":o :00 AR. Trere “205230:;2“&“‘" ad
with hia in Gis roox when she voat in, buf “"“’”.rontu i
tkoly idontitics., FRANX wes cozscious But © satd
groat p3in. Ynuen she askod him what bD © She anxod
“Thoy throwed gnpolips op mo nnd 60t GO afl;‘c-‘d 2o )
iz S8 bo could 1dcaiify who Jid 1T, act Le eaehtm'hﬂ ol
thct tRay voro tve white cen. Ihe only otbeR CHC N e X
tint she could recall wss tho comark, X atdati 2R )
szd & vaite aprsoy.® . T -
o She resasined wita FRARE st tho BooR #‘s’;gw:a"i nm;a .
2irvt day, @hich was Thursdey. 335'*h93’hizaﬂ'&gg§§1$ -
SABTUA’ PARNZS to stey with bim at ight. BEO. oiiog'azy -

ay suag - Al R -
' 4 but wes swollen and was - . '

covscinu, anE N
sy, GnOARY, and -
. . _

; returned t6 stay witd hsm on FEi
day. FRASE wis Laizly oalm by taem bus W
mmable io carsy ea & convepsstion. Ho wls
apponred fo know hor, hut did nof tdlk musb.
- slse steyed vith him ourlig tho doy on Saturd -
. gonsay, and MARTHA BARSSS stoyed with him sgals FeAday, o
- Zzétnminy, ond Sundny Bights, and she onae ek aEain - o
night Buk e dnd died by theés. S dled sbout 7130 FH, nnd .
#ro. MORRIS wes With hinm &% the fime. Be did mot exy awy= oo
thing %o hor ot thoe ond, and ho had apporently been im o ST
o oh Svodsy sad Fondays S - SR
: | Sre. HORDEIY ssated thoy had macthe? womes, ERESIE
| BEAEEING, 8 prooticnl nurse, stay ¢ith TROEK on Friday, frew
- Wooh unfil ¥:Io VM, . _ - - —
Con__ASRBLES Natohew, Mispiosippi  ri.# BQ 157-320B -
| &8p DONSLD R. BELYUGEP/BOpP . Dawdicond A/28/65
. w .hor éonclus.ons o::-n..re( W 1 thetpraperty of the "5'j°“‘?'" loared to e “"'"f'
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36 Woodlawn BStreeot

Mr BULLIVAN NORRIS,
advised he 18 the father or FRANK MORRIS
is FRANK'sS step-mother,

Mimsiesippi
said he visited FRANK three times in the hospital aftor
FRANK was burned, but FRANK was never able to talk to him.
However, his wife, ETHEL MORRIS8, who
visited FRANK every day in the hosepital, and she informed
hirm FRANK had. told her the people who started the fire wore
who threw samething on him that exploded,
that he then ran to a filling station where twvo white mon
He stated his wife informed him that

[

‘two white men,
put out the flames.
FRANK said he did not know who the men were who burned him.
Mr. MORRIS advised that his son, FRANK MORRIS,
was born in Vidalia, Louisiana, but.he does not kmnow his |
FRANK'Ss mother, CHARLOTTRE JAMES MORRIS8, died
and FRANK thereafter

birthdate.
when FRANK was about three years old,
lived a large part of his growing yea.rs with his. paternal’”
grandmother and her husband, ELLEN MOODY and NATHAN MOODY,
This grandmother died about three years ago.
and Mr. MORRIS sub-

in Vidalia. °

FRANK attended Bloomfield High ‘School,

sequently taught him the shoe repair business, which has '

been Mr. MOBRIS' occupation until he has had to give up the’

active business due to his age. He estimated that prior

_ 40 years. . . - - s

’ ‘Mr. MORRIS stated FRANK had never been in'any

kind of trouble to. his knowledge, that he was well liked

had never participated in any civil rights movements, and
he had no idea why anyone would want to hurt him.

to his death, FRANK had been 1n the shoe business for almost _
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sumry s .;,.N‘,': sdaiciue, 4y
U 823 avsay ant DY Catinried with
vith Lis bug :::‘:..:-. LBUIN ¢o nove abuoranl rolatione
iviation: wvaty otpar’ S TUMNS that Do had bees Dauing Boch abucrael
9r wosen both duoricg thety marrisge ard
DB ohe aimcuspud shis with hia,

t to Buck activity.

aftor thoiy diverce .,
40 d1a o ades
thnt onc <ot the wonmes that ROUNIS
0o 1ives acxt to Hayes

Hre.
bad Boea aau.um"’"’ -tatodm at on
g;;.wzgz.m Staicd obo A1d not hoow whot the onact relntion- o
J Bra. BROWN 914 not hacy of an major invelvement B
that NORRIS hoa eith vhito woxen,. hczavzr, ho wam tho type - - . L
mot _,;!oraan I8d, 1f an cpportunity for an nffndr with 4 chite .
Shoulrosented 1teel, Lo would thko advarntage of 3t S
without. thinking abont the consequesces. :
o . X2 1847 op 1948, e, WORRIS was srromted by the
Sdoeal polica gor inselting t&é‘;:whzt’e,é.mo of the Billugs -
Zns Diatiocn oswner. Hrs. BROVE did oot hnow what this Anoult
connlated of But ne woe Nopt im dail 15 Vidalia, Louinteoa, .
For two ¢F three weeks. . o was thon rolcsmed om the cemdition o
2f tomk wntil told by the lowal police that .l
Ghe pltaked cho did not yucw any fgstm?x R

‘that 5o stay sut of
e oouid cong badk,
gutease.

dotails or the $Fiaal _ |
aai. BOWRGE, F&W Sueeansd, g’;g}é Sve. BEﬁ'zm m
- File# fl&?#@zﬁ?st .
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a ) IT-I855% gn)
1m IUGR3, BRIRIS aae © ne stclophone
U Ty e § L
e s < obOan 3 -
= s cstion him about
to it, thant
hod a witnoEs,
oas
=5

to th white wire or
o3 NORRIS.
smpcdiately callod MCIRIS to hor hoase to Qu
uudcagr that TROre waa“notlltéﬂ‘
I T T e < apd 14 B iemaneran thg 12
polled a o . ogoa:gfmer znittod oox

’ There hao not begn othoyr known trouble botwoon
%g“"l ;EGQ.RIS or bot&uenﬂnnﬂ otner Hegroos to Hrs. BROWH'a

- _ HORRISE w Bl af toso an trips pmrtla‘u’
follow gaspol Gi!gg:a, ngpg::i‘? "';g; rongcon unlmows to Nrd..

- BRUIH. ¥hern kig trips wpmmx.xﬁcted @Atk goopel Singors no )
often wopt with o JOHASKIR AR cbG, the wophew of HAYTIE BAIDEA.
Ia Nay or Juns, 1984, he vont to Atlantn, Georgla. In

. Scptombser, 1864, he weant to Detroit, Hichigan ond to Conadn.,
Ho had alxo pone to Hew Orleanz, St. Louis end doumton, &t
varions times. Hrs. ZROWN stated that absud too wealks
bofore fbo fire;-he was-gsohodulcd 0. go- 0 ChiCRED,s. Aot AR
'am 80, She did act hoow why this Srip was cancelled. HxS.

guaw, did wet xnow how he financed these tyips, but daldinot
?3 ere thst ho conld hovo affarded it baxzed caly oo tis Ancoso
Tom his sheo stove, sithough bhe hnew of nodther somree of
arod and wns the snpouncer of &
icited

ipecone that EDGRERIS hed.
BORRIS 2loo sponscrod
5 &t the Iogsl radio station, ROTaVor, par¥iy
' wns defrayed by donations soal
substantial omesnt of
s=all poiicien

radio pyogram
by hin fron bBosintssos which he advortlised on the ©
e also kad

the cost of ti
Hrs. BALEN isformed that HURRIS had a
iosuronce oa bis buildisg, plus a sunbor of @
on hie own lifo. His aung, 50w ¢octazed, and his grandson,
wore 250 3two beomeficiaries of theso policics.
2avings accouats in two local daniks,zidrhis grzndson's oamo.
Zrg. BROTH otated ahe did not inov the total axoont of insurance .
ger the amount ia the bank,

130
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Hrs. BROYE orzed Thore w38 indigation
that B2 was @Wn:nfﬁz nn-a:d neLore ggﬁ fFizge. On the
day bafexrd tho fixre ho bad purchised & vsed pick ©p
truck, belicved to be rrom the Iatexastionnl Earvesiosr
Conpnoy for which be gave thowm o check Sor $80.0D or

.. B758.00. Thls counpany recleimed the truck after his
Tdeath and roturned the check.

Hrz. BROYE otated that DURRIY ¢loso. sssoziation
with LLOYD PAUL, a white man, was very asusual for thie
aren, She oxplained that she talked O HOSRIS abowt This

. and asked him to stoy swny TrosPRyL. HIS answor was
’%yga have to do it to mabe it”. PATL cnd BORRIE wont
.. Boows to @Iyn. BROFH., 'zﬁmy thoy retyrnad the samd
day or the noxt day..
Hrs, PROSN had discussed EORRISY death with

.
many of the locsl Begroem. Hewever, 59 o0¢ has beep ableo

€3> provide o yeasan for it.

e

,-
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Bre. AGHES S00TY, Clajytun, Loulslana, wveu advisoed
of the j1dentitice of the Anterviowing agents. Bhoe advined
that ahe lived with FLANK MORRIS in &8 commOO~lav mArriuge
relationship from NMay 1864 to November 1984. She know
MORRIS8 for eabout 10 to 33 years and last sav BORRIS on \
November 2, 1864. Om that date she left for Chi
Illinois, to stay with her daughter and did Dot retnrn to
Clayton, louistana, until about January 10, 19865.

About one week beforeo the fire at MORRIS® shop
she telephoned BORRIB and he stated that he might coue to
Chtcago to _=ee her. She advised that no definite plans were
made regarding his ‘ccaoming to Chicago, and she did not know
4. of theo fire and his deatheuntll a friend vrote her about

the incident and then she‘read someth:lng in the hewspapers

about the incident. 5hé Stated thét she had not ‘Heard

anyth:.ng about the matter .since her return to (:].aytcn as |
noné orthe x;eop].e séesmed to want to discuss the matter.

She advigéd tht from ~July 1964 until she Xeft for
Chicago,, NOARIS and his ‘grapdson would come to: her home. -
everyn:lght ‘when heconpletéd hie work and thoy would sleep
at her. place nnd ﬂxen return m P@rriday in the mnn.ng O

_',.,:"' sn' Gvised ;hat ahd did not know ‘any ©f the pedple.
m amcmted with a:lther white or- Eegro a8 ahe

' ‘x ".speedy mokéd for mmus at tne ehop
&e stnted ‘ahe did not know- "Speedy"bby any other na’me
and‘ does not know wln-e "Speedy" :livas .
" soqr-r adviaed that ‘she did t have .any 1n£omt‘lon
as to. tbe reason MORRIS'S shop burned. &he atated she did’
not know of auyono he was' haxi.ng any problems with or
mad at m.

+3/372/68°'— Clayton, jouisions — —— Fle#___ 0 _157.3255
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‘S8A’s ELNER B.  LITCHI'IELD and
————GILLIAR} QUACKERBBEH—-- - Pab  Dote dicared .. 3/30/€S
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L 1L 1 re. rirday,

adrtned that she had auown FRARNE MUOKALS siluadve

apd bad lived witn him 1o & CULIOD-lay BANFlagw Tor

torniuated thin COoumon=law LArslayo

whop ovwnod and \

« -
Pr_era, . @

Lam. Ao ldCa,
1941, ;
about five clre. Thoy
1n the summer of 1964, She wont to the ashoeo
operated by SORBIS one day and _oun that MORR1IS was 1in the
rear of the shop with a 'oman,[::::§:1 last name unknown.
She and MORRIS had words and MORRIS called the police. Thao
police came and told them that gince they were living in a common-
law status the best thing for them to do was to split up and
HORRIS moved his beolongings

' advised that MORRIS had a girl friend at
Clayton, Louisiana, whom he went to see during tbe time that
he was living with her. This girl fxiend, A )
was not known toE_t__t_&L however, advised N
S5 California prior to the death .
of MORRIS and she did not know if AGNES had returned to CLAYTON.

vnknown, -
that she had heard AGNES wen
She never mentioned to MORRIS that she knew of AGNES as MQRRIS

to leave each other aloneﬂ
from her home.
last name

was paying some of her bills.
Fadvised that- MORRIS, during the time they-
lived togeTher never had-intertourse with her, but would bite
her -and hit her savagely with his .fists, and engaged in un- -,
‘'natural gex acts. She- advised that even though .he caused her
pain at- these times, she stayed with him as she’ did not have
any relatives _or anyone elge to assist her. L.
During the t:Lme that: and MORRIS were residing
-who had a used caxr lot next
MORRIS

a- white man, -
o where they were going or wha't.

togethér,'
went tothe shop

- thér, Mr. PAUL,
to MORRIS' shop would come by the house to get MORRIS.
stated that Mr. PAUL would
often go-into the shoe shop and that PAUL and MORRIS seemed to

'never explained to

they wereigoing to do.

be close. On the occasion when she,
there with MORRIS, Mr. PAUL came to the shop

and offered to take her home-and. told her -to leave and to

and found

leave MORRIS alone. _
‘ lndvised that to_ her knowledge HORRIS ha.d
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never done ‘or said anything to offend anyone, white or
She stated that none of the Negroes in the community

nave talked to hex regarding the death of- ‘MORRIS and no one
hat they have any 1nformation xegarding his

3
e fire she was. in hex room at

Négro.

has 1nd1cated to her
room is located behind

vﬂdesth.
This,
pulildings on - Fourt Street and the shoe shop 18 not.. vi-ible
stated that on the night of +the fire,
She dia

grandson came to her door and told her that MORRIS
had been burneéd in the fire and wanted to know if he could
She let him in and put him to bed.
She though he had
The grandson did not -v

from this room.

MORRIS'
not realize how bad MORRIS had been burned.
~ovpurnéd his hands and the . grandson would not tell her anything

stay with her.
except that he wanted to stay with her.
tell hexr anythingceabout the fire except that bhis grandfathexr

had béen burned.

rd
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HLho oilatod she had buoon FRANK MORRIO® gird

fricid apd nilatrfuss off and oo since A9hH7 bhie statod | v
theisr last asscwiatiuvad edbded 10 the summer or fall of

1961, Miss vtated that MORHIS® other wives 1o

comnon law were (last pame unknown), MARY (lawut
name unknown), and the most recent was a woman in Clayton,
did not know.

louisiana, whom she,
Miss stated to the best of her knowledge

MORRIS was not involved in any civil rights movement nor
She stated she

was he engaged in any illegal activity.
believed that MORRIS gquite often purchased half pints of

whisky in half case lots to give to his friends and to
drink in the shop. | AR . '

-

Miss [ ]stated about two years ago éhzhzzard‘

the source of which she could not recall

rumors,
MORRIS had called the police station to get a° policeman to

come and help*him with some problem that he, MORRIS, was

having with his grandson.
thit he had called for a certaim policeman,

told that this .policeman was not there MORRIS allegedly
said "thank you” and Bung . up.
the following day a Ferriday police officer came to MORRIS®
shop and asked MORRIS why he had hung up in the lady.s face.
She stated that a discussion between the police officer and
‘MORRIS followed in which MORRIS denied he had hung up on- -

She stated that allegedly-

and the police officer allegedly pulled a gun on

" anyone;
. MPﬂng . R,

s s

She stated MORRIS had never. d1scussed this

incident with her, and she was.not in the shop when the:

incident was supposed to have happened,
if she ever heard the name of the officer involved~she»haa.

forgotten but did not believe .she had ever heard ‘the name.

. D,

'

1 |
1/26/65 o' . Ferriday, Lav— -36 —FileF NO - 157-3355

She stated .that- the rumor related
and ‘'upon being -

She stated that -
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She stated she did not have any information
regarding the fire at MORRIS' shop and had not hearad
;:y talk as to what the cause of the fire might have

en, K

. In regard to her relationship with MORRIS, Miss

stated that she had never lived with MORRIS 1n a
common-law relationship, as such, but that they had
engaged in unnatural sex relations at the desires of
MORRIS. She stated that they had never engaged in a
normal sex relationship.
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SAEE LUON JSIENLGS, (e P, vas apggr lsed i She
sowat Bty OF the lsterviseiag Aguate asd Puraisned the Suileowirg
smpfovant fo®

« B> had Lasws FRANK NORRTS eiuee JUDE., was is almuat
dmily coatact with Aimw and wan & close frivad. th d2d aot
ove MOYRID Do vveh of gthe fire Gus ¢o the fmet that Be,

JUASSOR, sad in & diffeyeut hoapital as & result of &D
antomobile accideat.

SBORRIS 940 oot Dave any se¢rious prebless knowa to
JUIKSOR. If he Bad, JORESOR was confidont that MORR1S womld
bave told Ais about then,

HORNIS wam active in church work. Bs sas an ushor
a» his ovn Bmptiot church and 314 some work for tho Catholics
also 1ip Forridny.

In 193D or 1660, HORRIS bad beon finvolved io & bus
sccidont, Bo collected somn Ansurance @oooy as & result of

The lsst wonan in EORRIS® 1ifo wvas o wOmENN, JAED
onkoown, w0 iived fo n, Louisinan, Ghe had gono to
Chicago Just before tho fire. KOARIS went to ClAPLOR ©VSTY
night to stay with tbis wvozen., Two othey vonen, RKoowd only
as EAFYTIE and NINBIR, had dbeen pant girl 2riends of HORRIR®,
Bo wag Deowver iovolved with white OB, .

. BURRIS vont on out-of-towm trips epproximately
sovoR to-oight tines per yoar. Onece o yeay ho went to &
Baptist conveation.,  Thin past year be also wont to. Batroit
and Chicago to buy second bond ehoes to have shipped to his
shop 18 Ferriday. JOUEB0B hnew nothing aore about those

_trips othor than IFORRIS sosmetines ftraveled by Srain,

A JULESQE d12¢ not bolieve that BORRIS wos involved An
any illegsl activity. Ho spocifieally Gonied that NONRIS was

1/25/63 " Jonosville, Louisiana EO 187-3253
a File #
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—— e e Date dictated _ . S —

ivmenl (ORIC- N ne ther re . vrmmendclivrg nor coneluniong of
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""“‘,--‘.. LEP WRY Sk Buviloguiag., anrows les us Swkulng
Plod

‘-'.'.‘ preople tv altouwd <harch Seorvicoess, usput luoasd abuse of

4
::.: :.dtmu-ﬂ -

ooenm lonally be caro tate wommin® Stwp while JOUNION was 21
utnicdo to talk. Occanionalldy.
povL allowsd BOTRIO to borrow ooo of PAUL's used caro t0 OB

Ohon MOMNMIG woan und at his womn im C1 n, ho
stayod 40 tho DOk room of him ekop. ayton,

BOTRIB® grandson woo ' he
fgoct that tho grandgon toald nog ngubymnmmtomhiz dmmmto -t
SOTRIS xontloxed to JOMNSOMN that ho tas going to call the
polico thut bis grautdgon otratghtoned. cut, JOENSON doos
a0t ROw lh: Ovor did this nor does JOUNSOB know Of his
own p:;-:om aow of - policoman.or othor white man- -
ova; AnaJ comgmto KORRIE® shop to talk to Atm abouot this
loa . mm. 2over sav o policenasn or o vhito man “pull
o gun :wrm s At ono timo o golowrcd vozan, pesSibly
MAER 'anmch n:am u:kuown. also known ag "W.Bi", oskod J
nwﬂ: ovont. JORNSON, in turn, repeated the story
tavolving goneonsy pulling o gun on NORRLS, to HORRIS. Ta
laughed and said “people sure carry anything don‘t thoy."™

JOUESOR had also heard ungpecified people talk on

tho Gtreat about tho *
ocourrad about .ono m&wlm" iocident that bad allogedly

4 Legro san, .aamod n .
A ey SSTIS antil Yun or thros mewits Gao: He aw .
this mon rovod out. ot, bolfeved to bo over rent paymoent, and

N c——
-
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resulted

o 187-3285
2
- Thore aro rusors in the ciNeprol comauuity
Ferriday about SORRIS® doath. Gome bolieve that it
fron bis 20lding civil rishts reotings. JOHKSOH Xnows for
cortain t2at bo was rot. Another rumor waS that GONRIS wan
“taRiny up too such tims with white prople™ in o busivoss
sers®. Adctually, SHOIRIS alvays tonk care of bis vhite
customors £irst. Eo vont out to tho streot to pick up and
deliver their shoes so that they wonld pot have to leave
their cars and como into bis &HOpP. TN :
A L N ’
JOIESR d14d wot koow shy MOORIS broko op with ©
EATFIE. Io had stoyod with hor two or three years, shich . /
vas longer than bo stayed with any other weman, HINIE w&s
his girl friopd up to tho tiso of his doath. She vas hin
“wecond™ girl fr - :
/.Jom‘m rever obsorved afivo-galloa can in RORRIB®

shop. J
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M. JARRS UMITJS fursishad mti:x\x‘;‘:‘t‘tx
astion after beotm, adviped uf the sdsn o A~
1otervieving Jgents: -
&5 nnd FOAKK QRIS hed grown 9P togather

considorcd thoasclves good frionds. _
© bo Bice %o white .

~ ORRIS wen of his way t
poople nng'dspgndedtuguﬁ: tnoa for o subsmr’ Zi‘iix”ﬁio.
of his busilness. Uith pefcrence to bis roatdes in
ROBAIS wes divorced Sros WiBA BENH who ntil at least -
Yerriday, Loutsisns. In secent tieed, ?;,:1 as MATTLS, ’
fivo zouths ago, a girl keoga tO WHITE 'Y Tons of ot
asd who works Zor TILlL HANKY, vap tho w B;i‘; dact SIEE -
HORRIS. This roiastionship endod dus ve LB L89% L. &
MURBIS comsidered nexito be jeoslons. HOEDL ans :
1lving with MATTIE wntll ke endod tLo rodztionshiy .-
and moved back $o the ilviag srez in hils ﬁ"?"* ey :
Enev of no other woson, white o colorad dn BOBRIS™

. YHITE scdvisag that he wes hosw on tha nigbdt ]
of the fire a2nd dig not heowr aBout it Ualtli the moxt ,
sorning. He vieited BOBRIE fregquently in tho houpliilal |
hotfarg gho latter died. - HBOHMRIS claised that he. did ROTREES
8ot oy who ths wep wore who cassod the five, but .
ves fint thair ifdeatitlias wera Rnown R0 |

 HHEITR Belle .
Thore zre rusows wound Forridoy, hat they .

ROBRISG.
Fefuzal ef JORRIZ to idoutity these non wWas dua s -
HORRIS's Zoay for Lthe dide of hig groedecn. BREITE - -
could not furnisha the namos of the courewed of tuds | -
ruaa‘r‘w*:alt $he porechs who Had repeated k. -

MOREXS .otated that JONK GRIFPIN wund o
of po,Baid that troy wero with NMUBRIS on the morning -
: il x&rst 43y in tho hospital and MORRLS =89 the oot

biark, "I dido't think thoy wero going to Ao any- . -

’

thing to wa. :
o lr::gda 9. 1 thought ald 9hits mun wers ny -
/23788 o OTRSre, onttiana R T T
94 3=E3 u. soappyup 4 13740235 — -
ulm QUACKINIUSU/dec 1/25/63
e B ) £oa'e 1 (v seey
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WRITE hagd oo explunation oFf opluion a8 to tho
oignificenco ©of tus above rouurk. There have nut toan
ony rceoeat SCrious incidants that croated friction
potroon HOGRIS and tho whito coumuniiy. WERITE ctated
that b a1d boar that lagt suvomor MOFEIS had callad
¢ebo local poltco oand pelexl thoxz to chastime Lin pgrand-—-

oy otiying aut iate. Ao o foliow up 9 this roqueat
a lounl pollcoann, pot furthor idemtifisi, wont toO
SURBIS' Ghop, Eome fort of argument followsd and the
officar pulled o gun oa MORBIS. HARRIS(YH JOINIWI, o
poacod i & church in Jonecsvililio, louisionn, BaE
supposed o havo beern pResent do the sihcp whon thits
incioont soousrod.

FRHITE informed that he ooe surs that HORES
xpew ali of tho lowal police officers by pane and
wonlid bo ablo to idongify thoea by sight. YAITHE
stoted that fhare was & ruRoxr anong tho oNegrod people
that golitcs CEfiCers wore Iuwwlved in the hurbing
of BUIRISG® ahop, but ov one apparcnitly had anythliog
go book up this rumsy,

Fith roferenco o the bursing, HORRIS oxplainoed
to SERITE, duelug ono of hiw visits oo the hospitad,
costihe hed honrd gless wreak sfter ghich Do rasbed
ipte sis &8hop frcom the living aren. BRITE whs net
sare but had the impression that RORERIS plsced the
rosn #iblo nep inside tho shop. HORELS spscifiecally

Ho did say

Jdontod that olther sunm had a shotgan.
that there was gasvline an tho flowr sosd that thore

gere flanes all over aftm ovo of the ass waved his
hopd wr tlwrow somnthing.

RN
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ViYL adviecd thnt tiarv woro LAy vieltlud s
and that Hoviresd LUIGKT SMITU faon

to tao Luspital

Claytan, loulsiana, stayed with HIhdils the fireot Jay
at the Lospital. Mo had a uurso whoisc labt LU0 VAD
BASFIZS Otdy With ala overy night. thuing tho day,
9OR3IL° stop-wmother, LTURL. RERIS, otayod withbbhin

1in tbo hospital. VHAITE stated that ho nevor got tho
impreacion that nny of tho visitors waro junt atwespting
to dstoraino tf BORNIS hod unascd tho persons resapunsiblao
far tzo barniag,but bulieved they were all acrely

concerfned with BORBI3*s condition.
HORRIS' closest fricnds included CATHBRIAS
JOHRSGE, bar dauygily, THOESAS HART and WILLIR MAKEY,
all colared padple living in Ferryiday. dmo LAOVD
PAUL, & white mnn in the urped ¢ar business in Ferriday,
was alsoc a closs friead of RBUBRIS.
vith refarenced to o “Siloger” found Ao, tho

alley zest o the burned Qpop, WIITE oaplsined that this
was the shio and Lingernail freou dne of HGRRIS' fisgews.

¥EITE purposely exasised HOKRIS® bands alter hesring
about the finger and discldésed that the skin and Riegey-
Bo coulid nny recnild

pail valb wissing fron owe finger.

tho ozxsot Xidgee,
" Ip spite of this clvse seisticnskip, VAITS

gid pot believe that BORRIS would confide in him with
referenes to any pavsonnl percblen, nor wenld THITE
necessorily know abeul any poosibleo afiair BURRID
nay #iave had with o whtte woman. ERITE did reeadld
that many years ago, gossibly in the early 1240s,
- HOARIS hzd o cioze relatisnship with the ouuer o operalar,
anazo npot recalliced, of the Billeps Statien, up the
straot fros bis shop and ¢the white wife of this man.

1143
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ViYY advical Thol Ciaru WEsro Cany vislies s
v tuy Lunplla, ekd (L.t Luvereud L. OLULT IWITU £ 0e
Claytun, l~uilsiana, ot .ol with B HiD the first day
at €EO Lospltal. liv Lud & LUFSO BLULC lantl LU ¥AD
PrNES 0tdy WAED Liu overy might. dusrios the Jday,
WIRLLIL® otop-wother, STAZL MXuIS, utayod withblo
1n toe bLonpital. FARITH utatekl thst Lo never got tho
lopgresEion that aoy of thHo visitors varo Joot attocpting
tuv dstosraano 17 DUIARIS hod wusncd tho persons roapunsiblo

faor tiao burnlayg,dut bulieved thLey wero all acsoly
coacerned wvitd HOLRI3'sa condition.
MURIIS’ closost fricnds included CATILRING

JOHR SR, her » THG3AS NAlX? and VILLIBR RAXEY,
all cuvlored pagpleo living in Feryiday. Ono LILOYD
PAUL, & vhito maan fn the uced car business in Forrliday,
was alsd b closse fricnd of BOLLBIS.

Yith refaezenced to a “Kinger” found 1o tho chi

&

alley mCxt tO the burned shop, THITE cxplained that
gas tha skip and fingerneil from one of HERRIZ® fiagers.

FRITE parposcly exazined HOERIS® bhands aiter hearing
about tho finger and discloszed that the skin and Zimgoyr-—
nail vas wissing Lron ono finger. Ho could nst recalld
the ozact Riager, |

- Ip spite ef this cluse seinticnship, WRITE

4id not believe that SZNRRLS would copfide ixn kin with
referenen to any pavsonal prodblew, nor weuld THITE ’
pecozoorily ¥new abaeui any pousibleo mffair HGRRIB

aay have had with a whito woman. YHITE did reealld

that mapy years agu, poszibly in $he early 1940m,

HBORRIS had o clioze relaticnsbip with the owser o operaler,
agme not recalled, of the Biilleps Statien, up the

atreot fros bis shop and the white wife of this =so.
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THaIo ware rusars at that tiome that BORRIS was
having an affair with thiv woman. He stated that this
mAd and his wife dopartcd Purriday nany yoars ago aad
WLUITE, did not bolievo thoro was anything to this

ho,
ruxor.

NOQRRIS used to take trips out of town and out
of Stato ark oftan as twice o yasr. At lsast ouco ho
vant to Now Yark City. MORRIS told YRITE thaot whon
o arrived ftn thoso out of tovn places he went to the
diggest zhoe repair shop in town, locked for new ideas
in shoo repairing and at timgs, brought ideas dback to
Forriday to put into oparatian in his own sahoe shop.

FHITE stated he could think of absolutely no
o stated shat
VHITE

raason anyouae wouldwmnt to hara RORRIS. t
MORRIS was bot ilnvolvixl in any 1llegal activity.
inforood tiit e was in MORRIS' shop wmost every day and
by this, does not tidpk it possible that NORRIS could

bave bean doing anything illogal unless ho, UHITR,
knew of i1t and ho knew of pothing alang this lino.

WHITE vas shoun a fivo gallon ¢an which was
located in the ruins of tho £iro of BORRIS' shop.
shop many ticcs but

WHITE stated ho hnd-boeon in MORRIS®
bod nover socn a f£iveo gallon can ar container of any

kind.
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s amo AE Hroasld' Sbwg aleeawt sesu)y .
e Ban sovew Lewrd oI sap &3 Cfsa oo RURAID bae
Bad with amyuu, WBILS wr Buysre. W0 Ass FLoard his
TOdIO pruagram aod Jwais GO0t e hos anyouo «ould Rave Leua
cffundbd Ly anyiuing EURSED oald Om L% .

W0 last snw’ nma the suvok ond BOGrfarse tho 1iro
.: ":"n:m :ol-vn the aight @f tho firo and 413 oot h-:“;
! B BOXL day. No d not go to tiw baspito
to viplit BORNIS. o a ¢

O AAC usver hoard that MORRIS was involved with
any wazen, and had a0 roason to sucpuct he has had any

e haoc not heord

trosble in comnroctico vwith whito womon.

that RORRIS recoivod any sort of throat boforo the fira.
OUDMALY doeo not havo o tolophanc, bBut thero ta

a phono in his cemo lorated ic hin mothor s houso, located

next door. Koithor ho cor his sothor have rocelved any

thrcats, telophoatic or otborwine., EBEe heard 80rnCore say that

PRAKR GBABAH", the barber. recoived a telephono thrent aftor

fire. HO might have boon told. thio by 120 GRAHAU,.

FRAER'S Gom, but 16 oot cotain. K5 also hoard & rgmor that o,

as do&ammnwmmot
He aloo hazrd - -

tie
BUDZALL, hed raceived o threzas..
gog ata.rtea ard £t 4is abmolutely untrud.
sexathing abouat o young Eogrc who warkad at the funerzl
ke leaving towa because he bhad rooeived a threstening
. pachat coll. #s doos rot believe the lzntter roeor oither
e bocause this man was fran out of town and had likewise not
been favolved in any racial. antters or troubleo to his Imowledge.
Iz fomls ho might have left tm Juat BecRUnso m TCmOTS gat - .
Be has nevexr benrd anything that would i.adicate HORII8
3 b.aa no LE2orem~—
v en T& po&sz-

" otarted. .
' mw aa.zlin,g e.}:ything ille"al in bis shop.
: LAvo B =39, B>/ Td+3
Ew tmm mb pmibla mtives a:;yene wcmld bzwe na.d $or .
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A/70/700

Rovaromd AINVRKDEIICK WILLIAMBH, Dld Carolian
advianed ho 1w pustor of the
and in also pumtor

Avanue, Furridny, loulsiann,
Baptist Churoh, Yerriday,

: . loulnminnn,

o wam not

Meroy Uoat
of Ht., Matthows llaptiat Churoh in Now Orloans
Ho nponde half of oaoh month at onoh church,
In Forriday ¢ tho time FIANK MORRIB® shoo mhop was burnad
having loft town tho dny bofosre tho firoe, and ha dl‘(l not
roturn until aftor FHANK MOIRRIS diad.

Mlo ntatod ho han boon panstor of tho Moroy tiont

throo yoarw andg for two yomrs boforo o

Baptint Church for
heo waw affilintod with that churoch undor the parntorship
. of hiuw fathor, VFIUANK MOIRIN wam g mombor of that churocoh,
holding tho portitlion of pantor's chiof ushor, und wum n . ,
Ifaitthful attondant at tho church. Rov. WILLIAMU connidoerod ' w
bhim to bo n vaory fino porson and uptantod ho vns tho typo:of ) P

porson whom vverybody lovod and who triod to do hiwm bout
Y

nt whatovar ho was doinu. .
Rov. WILLIAMS ututmd that nlthough ho had boun
P connoctod with that church only fivé yoarn, ho hams known
VRANK MONRIY foxr many yoarn. Ho wow unnblo to think of
‘., any motive anyono would havoe for burning down MORHIG®: ‘o ,
phoo mhop and mtatod ho knew of nothing in MORRIB® pant or ", ' .
hie recent aotivitios thut would cnuwso romontmont by, .,
anyono againwmt ponrris8. To tho bowt of hiw knowledyge, | | .
MORILIN got along woll with law onforcomont officorus and I
had béon in no trouble with tho law. Ho has no knowlodge
that MOHH;B waa ovor a mombor of any orguniwuntion othor
than tho ochurch, nnd ho ham nover known MORRIH to bho, nctivo
in tho promotion of intogration in tho communlty.

, Rov, WILLIAMS mtatod ho hnd rocoivod no informntion
from momborn of hin congrogation or anyono olue that anyono
had noon tho firo bninu utartod at MORRIS' shoo shop or

thut thoy knew tho' idontitly of tho porsons who had started

| ‘to
.
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know until the following morning that FRANK MDBRIS had been

M., PETH H, TURNEH, JR,, 514 South Scventh Straot
rerriauy, lwulslans, sae auvised Uf the 1duoutitios Oof thuo
toterviewing agents, TURNER 2dviscd he had known FRARNX
MORRIS Tor about 25 or 30 years aud during sl)l this tiwe
he has never kpown anyone who had a grudge against MORRIS,

v

TUBNER tound that MORRIS was well liked by the Negroes
He did not know anything about

and whites 1in the community,
MORRIS' business affairs except that MORRIS had the only shoe
repair shop in Ferriday and had both white and Negro custoners,
He did pnot know anything regarding the private, personnl
1ife of MORRIS and thought that he was a very religious mon.

TURNER advised that MORRIS had a radio program
on the local radio station each Sunday morning and would
dedicate songs to all persons regardless of race and would

TURNER advised- .. - - e

put in plugs for local business concerns,
that he never heard MORRIS make any statement on this program -
MORRIS was always polite and humble

that could offend anyone;

to all women and would go out to the cars to get. shoes and

to take shoes as he, MORRIS did not like for the women-to =

have to come into his shop as some men were usually sitting

around in the shop and these men would sometimes talk "ugly.“
TURNER advised that he is a member of the volun-<-‘>- -

shoe shop he. did not arrive until the fire truck was at the
TURRER 7

teer fire department and on the night.of the fire at MORRIS':

scene and many people had gathered at the fire. Tt

stated he did not seeo or hear anything that- night as to who
He did .not.

or what might have started the fire in- the shop.

. 'burned o
o TURNER™ advised he did not know what cleaning agent
MORRIS used in the shop but stated that MORRIS probably used
He thought pro-

Varsol or could have possibly used naptha,
bably MORRIS had Varsol,and Varsol can be‘purchased 1n
1 Ferriday at the Magnolia 0il:Company. . . .
TURNEB stated that he’ did not know-of any WhiX%L .-
P

v

people who were friends of" MDRRIS except LIOYD PAUL/

M_a:_mumm_mmsm___m#_m_mmzﬁ "
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operated a8 used car lot next to the shoe shop of MDBRIS and
would visit in the shop.

" TURNER advised that -he had heard of an incident

where FRANK MORRIS had s edly made a telephome call to
the wife of Mr. lﬁ" and -%jlanegecuy wont to the
shop of MORRIS and pu gun o RRIS. TURNER bad no

personal knowledge of this incident and advised that it was
some '"gossip” he had heard and did not recall from whom he
had heard this, MORRIS never mentioned the incident to him,
and he never asked MORRIS anything about the incident.

TURNER advised that he had never received any
threats and had heard that '"GRAHAM at the barber shop on
Front Street had received a call after the fire." He did
not have any information regarding the call and stated the
fact that GRAHAM had recaived the call was common knowledge

throughout the town,

//W?J'

- -J’_:’«f’;l'
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v that the woman MORBIS was living with created a scene by

[
(Y ]
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Mr. L1OYD PAUL, Bux 816, Perriday, Loulsiana, was
sdvised ot the ideLtities of the 1utorvxeuiug agents, lie
sadvmed he had knowo FRAAMK MORRIS ftor 30 to 25 jcare and
vas & good friend of MORRIS', PAUL advised that he had a
used Cur lot wext to the shoe shop that MORRIS operated and
would g0 1ntww MORRIS' ebop several times during the day whon
nis, PAUL's, business was slack and would talk with MORRIS.

PAUL advised that he and MORRIS would go out of

town together on occasion. When he, PAUL, had some cars to

pick up to bring to Ferriday for sale he would ask MORRIS

to go along and drive one of the cars for him and if MORRIS

was not busy bhe would go, These trips were usually to Monroe, .

louisiana. PAUL stated that in about May, 1964, he went to

Atlanta, Georgia, on,a business trip and MORRIS drove to

Atlanta with him, MORRIS returned on an airpliane and PAUL"

stated he did not know where MORRIS stayed while in Atlanta,

nor did he know whom MORRIS contacted while in Atlanta.: - PAUL .
-~ advised that MORRIS would on occasion ask to use one of the . .|

cars that PAUL had on his used car lot and PAUL stated he. :

would let MORRIS™ use a car as he considered “MORRIS_h his friead. -

- ' T

He advised that MORRIS would ride to Natchez, -

Mississippi, with him and he would leave MORRIS in the Negro ; -

section of Natchez and usually would have an understanding
-~ ~he_was to pick MORRIS up a couple or three hours later. -
He stated._ he did not know of any_ friends, male or female,

-

- =

.~ that MORRIS "had-in. Natchez, Mississippi. PAUL stated that -

on these trips he -and™ MORRIS took there was never any- time that
"there were any white women in the car with them nor was there
ever a time that any Negro women were in the car- with them.

4 —_——

a "Negro woman friend". in Ferriday but ‘did not know of any '
problemns that he might have had -with any.of these women.,
PAUL stated that the only timé ‘he-ever knew of anything
happening resembling a problem was on one‘occasion one of - .-
the women whom’MORRIS was living with came "t6 the shop and .

- supposedly - found MORRIS with another Negro woman. PAUL stated

~- .. DAUL stated that he knew that MORRIS usually had .

i .
~
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went over to the shop ana
He stated

)~" e

.shouting at -MORRIS and he, PAUL,
asked herth.leave and to stay away from the shop,
the reason--he did this was because he did not want any
problems or incidents at shoe sbhop as his business was next

to the shoe shop. .
PAUL advised that MORRIS was courteous and nice
to everyone and to his knowledge was never. involved in any
PAUL advised that on his trips

incident with a white woman,
any’ interest in a white woman and never made any offhanad

or’ off color’ remarks about a whito womgan .
RAUL ‘advised that MQRRIS never. said anything to""‘

with MORRIS .and when' talking to MORRIS, MORRIB’%‘ never expressed
him that would indicate he had any problems or differences

. . wARd: anyone.
engaged in any illegal activity and that he and MORRIS were

- PAUL advised that to his knowledge MORRIS was not
not in any business deals together. S
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ead 1 .te. clEewmel 1. JL3 RO,

Tiaal FRAME WORAL: fuad jurslabel mallo ad-
- the time oOf

Tiree yealz o, Lo
;T cucrerrcilala and for

AFNT,
M al.lied
vortiot g til-e 0P & je-tod ar
-ts ceatte., FIT al.owt . he Fear w nhAaC 6}
a, s~ Ilnatel; tihe la3sl Iw. jyears MORRIS rad a one hour program
fr.a ° a.r. o Tix a.2. on Sundays. This program was
rellg:s48 in nature and incladeld gospel sliging, prayers, and
taluss 1y ;oro¢:4 c.arected with religion. His guests incladed
e ninister of Iis church and vaious gospel singers. The
proagraz S08t MURRIS 375 per month. WILSON stated 1T s
212f1o.1t tOo lmagine how this program could possidbly offend
ayom He dicd dedicate songs to various local citictens
irclidirg white women. Such dedications were always friendly
an? ron-offensive. WIISON never heard any talk amorng the
Lhite commacnity thet would indicate somecrie had taken offense
a: anything said on this -prograc. MCRRIS had received mall,
ciowledge, ncne-of it was -threatening or
““‘\
urces .

to wIlSON's i
uaﬁtm

but,
disparaging.
YILSCN had heard r.ocors several
t* MORRIS hsd teen active in Civil Rlbhts \\o“&" -~

oA
Tl

tnat -
2

not known, o
wILSCN .‘:ad rot heszrd thils ruxor in the last six =cnths.
Another rubwr heard in the white comanity 1is
t r.ibh" of tre re scme urnikown whilte man had taken
his chiid's shoes to MCRRIS's shop to be repaired. MNCRRIS
another man, both were described as_ "a -
3 “take the @ -

on tke

was allegedly ait-

1ittle loaded,” and he, MCRRIS, .didn't mant to

shoes. - - * ot - )
WILSON observed that KORRIS drank intoxicarts Tut-

ne;HILSON, had pever seen MCRRIS intoxdicated. . . .

CRRIS was not Enown-to.have been in trouble witn

it was not urncom—on t5 see MORRIS talking-

: In facs,
to different policemen who -had stopped by his shop.:

tre lavw.
hzdé béen in XORRIS!s shoe shop which he

WILSON h

he ~

-

.i"'fuﬂ
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described as a f:lre trap," and he was of the opinion that
if a fire started the bullding would burn very fast. . The
‘belief of the white community is that the flre was an
accident, but 1f 1t was discovered that someonestarted it
intentionally, he should be caught and punished.

WILSON does not know of any problems between the
whites and Negroes in the community.

WILSON had no information concerning the trips that
MORRIS had taken on occasion to bther cities, his affalrs with

women, Or any phase of ‘his-personal life.
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i L] ‘tl. larwe | Alliaivy, Burraday, loulmland, vas
deLTIty L f tle Litersiauing Agout . fhe fuol-
Tur.isaticoad Ly LOVE:
ftur ¥ RANK

afeidel . f Ri.e
lvwling AOf. . Faatioun

va o
that hoe waw tThe attuoruney
rated the unly &hoe rupalr shop iu

LAOVE advived
MUOKRLIS ebho ‘Ol‘uerly uja
Forsriday, Louilsiuna LWVE continued b |

. y swayia that he had
known MORKIS from 1lv48 to the time of his dclfh 1in Docoember
1o 1904,

LOVE stated legal A
affairs which coneisted of routine businoss transactions. \
LOVE advised that to the best of his knowledge MORRIS had
nevor boon 1in any difficulty with any police agencies. LOVE
added that he had handled one transaction for MORRIS in-

He stated that this transaction was back
MORRIS stated that .
to do with back . e

N ~

that he handled all ot MORRIS®

The suit had
business trans-
actions were concerned he knew of no instance where MORRIS Yoo R
engaged in anything but ethical business transactiomns. LOVE R
stated that he knew very little as far as MORRIS' personal . - .-
LOVE stated - '\

life was concerned as they had no social contact.
that as far as he knew, MORRIS had no business partners nor.

BHOWN, MORRIS' formor wife.
paymont of the divorce settleoment.

volving a law suit,.

in 1948, possibly in tho fall of the year.

the suit was against MORRIS and had been started by EDNA
LOVE advised that as far as MORRIS'

. shoe shop. LOVE noted that MORRIS would appedr.on a local
radio station on Sunday morning on spiritual type program
where he (MORRIS) would dedicate religious recordings to the

various residents of Ferriday, both white and colored., LOVE

stated that there had never been any legal problems as 8 . )

result of MORRIS' participation in these programs. - LOVE.
added .that he “had never heard any of the residents of Ferriday

object to the program as it appeared to have been done in good
IOVE stated that as far as he knew- MORRIS. had many

was he engaged in any venture other than the operation-of the

taste.

g
EEERNIEN
~ e
-

friends in the white community in Ferriday as -he was always
most respectful in his dealings with the white customers .who _
d that he did not believe: -

frequented the shoe shoép. LOVE note
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that BURKIS wsas involved La auy «ivil righte avveneat ae
he Dollioves that MONRIS would Lave Jiscuswed aqu) such
tnvolvescat with im ae to aay poesible legal probleas
ehich could arive,

LOVE continued b) saying that he hnows LIOYD
PAUL, a® tho oporator of a umsed car lot on South FYourth
Streot in Ferviday, Louisiana, As far aw bLusincoes trans-
acvtions that might have bLeen made betweon PAUL aud NMURRIS,
he vas nOt awarue of any, LUOVE utatod that ho has hoard
that the used car lot run by PAUL is not a very luorative
operation and thorafore doubtu gf PAUL was iun any position
to lend MORRIS monuvy, but tho ponsibility oxiats that MORRIS
might have loanod PAUL money, although this was never montioned
to him by MORRIS,

1LOVE statoed that with rogard to any trips MORRIS
might havo taken, MORRIS nover discussod thom with him,
LOVE said that tho only timo ho had hoard of thomo tripa
wan from a friend of his who told him that an attorney in
Natohos, Mimsmiasippi, wam acting on MORRIS' bohalf in a law
suit agaiunmt the Ajapo Hotel in llouston, Toxas, LOVE stated
that the suit wan instituted by MORRIS for an injury that he
rocoived whileoa guost at the hotel in November of 1863, LOVR
statod that he belisves the suit was sottlod and that he does .
not have any further detalls concerning this suit,

LOVE advinod that CLEMENTINE MORRIS, daughter of
FRANE MORRIS, wawm the sole hoir to NORRIS' ostate. LOVE .
ndvised that MORRIS remides at 713 West Orange Avenue, Lan
Vegas, Navada, LOVE noted that MORRIS was an illogitimate
child, therefore, his paronts were ineligible to inhorit his
estate under state law. LOVK sntated that an approximation
of tho condition of MORRIS' catate would be as follows:

: $33,083 -~ total asmots of which $17,000 was in
proporty and &16,998 in olaims against insurance companios,
Against this ostate thoro is a tigure of lesas than $10,000
indobtodness, The figure of $10,000 rvepresonts an ostimate
of thoe money owod to the various suppliors with whom MORRIS
did business, In addition to the suppliors theru wore soveral
firms who had 8o0ld machinery to MORRIS, who might possibly
havo additional paymonts which are duo thom., After the ro-
duction of the ostimatod $10,000, CLEMKENTINE MORRIS would




[T L YL T

|
. s
z
senWbled MPIublastialy FDP SR 1OYE asted tast ‘asrs
iomsrees e liciem AR the mame oF
S5 andenn .

bl
e wes PRANME WDk’
ShYINg TRAat Le NuLew vl B

GuUnild Dave guttew 1Lty tLat
. LOVE agviged that
and he has hot re-

IOVE osusatiased b
legal #ituscCiue that NMUKS)
ae woul® BOL BAiVe discuused with LOVE
e uwe rsovdives all of MORKRIB® mail,
veived any courrespondence wbich would 1ndicate MOMKLS'
invulveacot in any joatogration moveaent,

LOVE advisedad thnt he does not know Of any
fudividual froms Shreveport, Louisiana, who would have any
tnterest in MORRIS' shop or its fixturcs, LOVE advised
that in going through the personal effects of MORRISB which
survived the fire he has found nothing which would. indicateo
MORRIS being in any sought of fipaancial difficulty. LOVE
noted that he did find one piece of correspondence between
MORRIS and the Payscott Landis Machine Company, 8707 River-
view Boulevard, St, Louis, Missouri, which indicated that
MORRIS might have purchased some machinery and might possibly
still owe some money on the machinery, LOVE advised that he
was in the process of trying to ascertain the status of this
account,

LOVE stated that he had been MORRIS' attorney
since 1948. He continued by saying that during this time
there was only one period which MORRIS was in any sort of
financial difficulty, This was from 1948-52, the reason for
the difficulty being that MORRIS' business was not doing a
volume business due to the fact that the entire area was .
undergoing a transition snd money was 'tight,m"

LOVE advised that the property he had previously
shop was

mentioned was the tract of land on which HMORRIS®
located. LOVE added that he .believes that the title to this
land is free and clear of any liens, but he was going to

check and insure that this was correct.
LOVE concluded by saying that he was at a complete

Ioss to explain why anyone would want to burn MORRIS out if
this is what actually happened, He stated that he, as
MORRIS' attorney, could provide no apparent reason for anyone

doing this to his former client.
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C. ¥, PHARIS, louilsiana State Iwputy Pire Marshal
furnished the following inforasmtioan:
bhe was called by

He advised that Jorriday Fire
: » 1964, i

Chief BOIELIE at adbout 4:00 A, K,, on Doceamber 10
concerning the fire which bad occurred at FRANE NORRIS'®
Shoe Shop, NOUELILE told bim that a terrible thing had
occurred and inasmuch a® he did not get along too well
with the Fire Marshal assigred to the area, he wanted hin,
PHARIB, to do the investigation, PHARIS advised him that it
would have to be OX'd by his supervisor, PHARIS stated that
about ten minutes later he received a call from his supervisor,
JOHNBON, who told him to proceed to Ferriday and conduct
the necessary i.nvest:lgstion. PHARIS then proceeded to Jones-—
ville and picked up W) AT EERDRICKS, also a Deputy State Fire
of the fire at about 7: OO ATHD
BOUBLLE - adv!sod PHARIS that the alarm was called in
lbcember 10 1964. mm:mx ‘also told

at about 1:45 AYREI,
PHARIS that he had heard that tbe ‘victim had stated that two
or three white men had set the fire, one of the men al],egedly

held & shotgun on HORBIS whilo the fire was being sets.
" PHARIS 8tated that :lTﬂM_gnn\ﬂl Agents,
he interviewed .JOHNNY GRIFPIN, and the
victim, FRANK MORRIST: He then made an -examination of the
debris and secured some samples which he requested be examined
by the FBI Laboratory, Further investigation revealed that
the fire originated 'in the interior of the shop; however, ‘a :
determinition as to a particular location within the shop
could not be made due to: the extensive damage to the entire
The estimated value of the building was $8,000,

and the estimatéd valué of the contents and machinery in the
The vidtim had the following insurance:

Nr,
Harshal, and then proceeded to krriday, arriving at the scene

structure;

shop was $12,000,
$6,500 on the building and $5,000 on the contents,
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isvrat igation PUARIS wtated he
night

o 127-3383
Br stated that SIMOLXE was the
SI1MOLXE advigsed
\

Dur lig subseqQquent
BOLXE

epole to JANRS 8 -
attendant at the Billupe BService Btation.
PHEARIS that bhe had Dot @een nor heard the fire until the police
car drove up, at wvhich time be wotiond the fire and the victim
running toward the eervice atation, BHowevey, he told Pharis
that about ten minutes prior to the time he moticed thoe fire, \
he Ssaw a black sedan car pull out of the alley noxt to MORRIS® \
shoe shop and head toward the Vidalia area at a high rate of

speed,

PHARIS went on to state that JUNIOR HARP, who i8 a
fireman in Perriday, gave him the names of two 1ndivtduala
who were suppose to be in the Eu Klux Klan, These individuals
were [EWEY CLARK and RAY WILLIAMS, PHARIS also stated that
IEVEY CLARK, who resides somewhere bétweeon Ferriday and Vidalia,
was seen by Ferriday City Policeman ENIGHT or MC XKNIGHET, at
the scene of the fire while it was being fought during the
early morning hours, PHARIS also learned, from 'JOHNNY GRIFFIN,
that the victim had only one visitor on the night prior to the
fire, This individual was FRANK ASHFORD, who operatés a service
station in Ferriday; ASHFORD is a Negro and-‘allegedly was in
MORRIS' shop for five or ten minutes somewhere _between 8:00 P.M,

and 9:00 P M:
. The following 1nformation was obtained ‘by PHARIS
from EARLY HAYES on January 7, 1966:

HAYBS is a teacher in the Negro h:l.gh school in
Ferriday, . HAYES advised him that FRANK MORRIS® cousin, IELA
MAE SMITH, told him that MORRIS had told her that three white
men -and one ‘Negro. had set the fire, _ ated that MORRIS.
said that. two of the white men, were and = LABGEI‘E'R.

the ti SMTITH. gave him
HAYES alao stated that he

BAYES further advised PHARIS that at
thig information, she was drunk,
has heard *street talk™ that MORRIS used to ‘set up dates for
PHARIS stated that BAYES inferred
HAYES

men and women at his place,
that these dates were for both white and Ne roes.
‘Negro male, 17
high school, telling

FO1A(D) 6
FOIA(L]7 - (C)

iy na

further advised PHARIS that a
years old, had talked to other boys at the
them that bis uncle had seen or heard MORRIS arguing with two

163 -
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white men in front of' his shop on the night & the fire.
There was allegedly a Negro who; was acting as a lodk—out

foxr these two white men, v
PHARIB advised that he hﬂ not apoken to LLOYD
PAUL, who runs the used car lot next to MORRIS' shop.
Bowever, he added that the business is partly. owned by one
CHARLES HUFFMAN, ' whom PHARIS desoribed as & "bad egg."
PHARIS stated, that HUFFMAN was also: the part owner of a
that recently burned. down in the City of

bar-dance hnll
He

Ferriday.
PHARIS further stated. thnt his department's efforts

to locate JOHNNY BECKW!TH hnvo boon negattvo to date.

bas learned that BECEWITH is supposed to be presontly living

somowhere in Jonésboro, Louieiann

1604
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Mayor L, b, DAVIE, Forriday City Hall, furnished
the following 1atormatiuan:

About two yours gz \ i camv (O hiw
oftice and coaplatned that of the Yerri-
day Fire Department had come to his shop aud pulled a gun
on him while they were engaged in an argument, MNayor DAVIS
intervieved all parties involved and determined that MORRIS
had called the Ferriday Police Department to talk to some
officer. Mrs, answverod the telephone as customary
when there is8 no one in the office. MORRIS was a little
abusive when told there was no officer there, and Mrs,
in turn got mad and said something she should not have sald
to MORBIS. The upshot of the entire matter was that both
MORRIS and Mrs, were ''off base" on the matter, Mrs,

then related the matter to her husband who got mad and

went to MORRIS' shop armed with his revolver., Mayor DAVIS.
talked to all of them, and they all apologized to one
apother. After this incident, and MORRIS have been

on good terms. X R

He hae pever heard of any incident involving .
FRANK DELAUGHTER and MORRIS. He pOI?&nd._m_thMBfN'K S
DELAUGHTER tormerly ‘had the job that has' = .~
at this timé, and DELAUGHTER's wife handled the incoming .~ -
telephone calls as: Mrs, does at the present time. . . . -
This was prior to October 62, because DELAUGHTER left . A
the departmel t: that time. He 1s confident someone has ..
confused the 1nc1dent vith DELAUGHTER.  As far as he

knows, DELAUGHTER was always .on good terms with MORRIS., To -
his knowledge, DELAUGHTER is not related to any policeman N

) presently on the force, either by blood or: marriage. -

Y

—

N The — Ferriday

Police Department werel ‘ [and;THOMAS LOFTON, .. =)
These are the two officers '

e

J‘

* He talked to MORRIS one time at”tbe hospital and

: this was sometime on the morning of December 10, 1965. He

] l67 -
2/1/65 .o Ferriday, La. _ t__fue®# NO 1573255 __ .
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felt he knew MORRIS well enocugh that the latter would
confide in him if he knew the identities of persons
responsible for the fire. MOBRIS told him he had seen
two white men at the shop but did not know them. He
believes MORRIS did not know who they were because as
previously stated feels MORRIS would have told him,

He has no additional information concerning

the matter.



from anyone that‘MORRIS was connected with any" 111ega1 activity.

. - .
PEDECA. BLBEAL OF WNLVESTIOATION
PYEVITEY

1
Deputy S8her1 tt FRANXK Dk LAUGHTER, Vidalia, louisiana,
was advised of the identities of the lntorvlo\ving agonte.
X0 make
advised by SA x.x'murxnu)

He wan advised by SA LITCHFIELD that he did not have
a statement and that any statoment he did make could be used
He was

against him in a court of law.
of bis right to consult ansttorney or anyone else prior to
making o statement. No threats or promises were mado to him -
to get him’ to make a statement. ! -

DE LAUGHTER advised that he had known FRANK MORRIS .
since 1957 when he, DE LAUBHTER, moved to Ferriday, louisiana,
and had done business with BDRRIS since that time up until

.DE LAUGHTER stated that neitbher he nor

his wife LULA MAE bhad ever had any trouble with MORRIS and
He stated that his wife was formerly

the death of MORRIS,
tbat MORRIS had never said anything to his wife that was
but did not have any

ingulting or insinuating.
employed in a shoe store in’ Ferriday,
buginess dealings with MORRIS except for getting some of the

family shoes repaired.,
et

He stated that he had -never’ received ‘any complaints

T
——

from. nnyone\about MORRIS and had not. received d_any information .

DE LAUGHTER stated that on the night of the fire
after the fire he was told by the Sheriff to go to FERRIDAY.
and to MORRIS' shop. He stated that he went there.and.

but did not conduct any 1nveetigation.
He stayed 1n*the~v1cin1ty of the shop for about ten or.
He stated that . .
He stated oos T

\\, -2

Trarrived._ about 3:00 a.m.
fifteen minutes and went to “"the-hospital.
he went into the hospital and talked to~MORRIS,
MORRIS did not ‘indicate to him who burned his shop. - He. :8aid .

_ that MORRIS stated that two mon were outsidé Just before
the fire and he, MORRIS, saw them through the window. He .- ;
‘stated that MORRIS did not say who the men were and only C - .
stated that he saw the two men outside the shop;®* )

DE. LAUGHTER stated he did not press MORRIB with . -

ques tions as ho believed MORRIS was in great pain from the

v a

2/1/65 ,, Vidalia, Louisiana file® 137-3283%
SA ELMER B, LITCHFIELD and
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DE 1LAUGHTER stated he

was not able

purns he had suffered,
to get any descriptive data regarding the men that MORRIS
thought he saw and did not have any idea as to whom they

might be.

DE LAUGHTER stated that he bas not heard any talk

apong the Negroes or the white people ns to who or what might
He advised that he had not conducted

have caused the fire.
any investigation regarding the fire as the fire was in the
city of Ferriday and the Ferriday Police were handling the

investigation,

pepartment was related to him,

He advised that no member of the Ferriday Police
He stated that he did recommend

for a position with the Police Department.

DE LAUGHTER stated that he did not have much contact with.
the Ferriday Policemen as he worked in the Parish and the police

handled investigations in the City of Ferriday.

The following 1s a description of DE LAUGHTER from

L) // z .
mxzfgg LAUGHTER A Ka 724~ K
White - T o

interview and observation:

Name
Race
Sex .
- Beoight -
~ Weight
Build
Halr
Age
Occupation
Employment

Law

Male : LA
6' 4 —

250 pounds ) —
Heavy -~ - B E¥ehox, /972 — /9 XS
Brown (reddish)

40 to 42. . ’

Deputy Sheriff
Concordia Parish Sheriff's Office
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hucuide ol the Puritde, Puliouv Dupartecut soveal
LAt FRARE BB LD sas arrosted Ou Auguat 10, lud/ on & oharge
of figttlug aud dibturtiug tle posce. He rocuivod a $00 fine
aud 13 du) Jatl soptencoe. Ho vus relosased un August 25, 1947.

Hecords of the Ferriday Fire Departmont reveal that
wrs. ¥ H. HARP made ap entry op the book at 1:15 AN, December 10,
Jyvé, & cAll was recejved that there was & firo at FRANK MORRIS'
shov shop {n Perriday.

HARP recalls that somoope called the dopartment and
he answered the call in his living quarters where he aund
srs. HARP were sleeping. The callor, whose identity he does ,
pot know, reported the fire, HARP began dressing and told .- -
Mrs. HARP to call the fire chief and members of the Ferridayrr
Fire Department., Tho other members are volunteer firemen. .~
After he dressed-he’ proceoded to the sceme of the fire. He . "7
cstimates he arrived at the scene about 1:25 AM, at which . .
time the building was entirely-ablaze, but the walls were
still standing. The front window had. blown out, presumably -
due to the heat, into the street. A number of persons had | L
gathered in the street in front of the building by this" time. ool

After the fire had been put. out, which pt:? estimated
ag about one:hour. later he went with the fire chief to see -
FRANK MORRIS who had: been taken_to Concordia Hospital Algso- ' .
present was the District Attorney “and they~were_told by C
MORRIS that two or possibly three whito men had poured-gas--.
oline around the building and get it afire after he had been.
ordered back into the building by- ome of the men who held a
shotgun on Jhin,  He did not name the mén and claimed he-did .

~-...not know who they were. After hearing this information the - -

- District Attorney decided to call the FBI 1nto the matter.

He has no* "suspects in thls matter.'-As for motives,
he knows that MORRIS had a radio program on Sunday mornings ~ ..

- -and dedicated Spiritual music to his friends, both ‘white and

.On__mwm—eenm%_mmhaa;_;_m#mzss R
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Negro. He did not find this objectionable, but pomsibly
pomeop® olse might have thought it disrespuvctful. Iuv addition,
for the past three or four yoars it has boon rumorod that
MORRIS engagos in upnatural soxual actg with his girl friendm.
Ho has no &dditional information as to who tho women might bLe
or circumstances. Also for the past throe or four yoars tho
police department has been roecoiving information that MORRIB
has been engaging in ''bootlegging' whiskeoy and selling

Tho police departmont has nover
developed any positive information in this respect, but belleves

bvarbituate type narcotics.
that MORRIB was actually “bootlogging' bocause the half pints
of whipkey recovered at the shop after the fire were individually

wrapped 1n newspaper.
MORRIS was a stendy drinker and most of the timeé,
at times MORRIS would drink
o of bhocoming a problem. As

' 1 ‘rﬂfv&,r

it was not noticeable, however

a little hoavier and was capab

an example inm sbout 1981 or 1962 the Police Department had

arrested a girl friend of MORRIS, whose name HARP could not
on a theft charge. MORRIS came to tho city jail,

and wanted to mee the woman. HARP was
MORRIS was not

recall,
obviously drinking,
It was necessary

on duty and told him it was not during visiting hours and
satigfied with this explanation and attempted to force himself

explained to him when he could see her.
‘past HARP to get into the prigoner area. ’

that HARP pick up & night stick and threaten to use it hefore
MORRIS agreed to comply with the visiting rules.
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Ti.et MMALD had noun sIlangleng
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Lot Lollove 1t 1o LFuo.
math oson though .

Liam. w
e -d®A B iaWwl Dwuiis Vlu lle elfe.t
Jeloe ®.'% wi:to wuewae fus LiantD Rl L
e e ifle LT usgrmtlcn o Sl ALY Jows
o oajlaiued SLat FILL 18 ALOwL un & ladioo
Basslcd 843 LAS & Tamilly, anad FALUL has a0 proulon gottiuyg
oumob PALL woultya tnorefore, unoevd nNnU hoelp fram MORRIS 1un
SARlLyg BFTADgOn®LLIL With wOmOL . He feels that rumor probably
startod becauge PAUL operates the uased car lot adjacent to
the shoe shop aAnd PAUL was & good triend of MURRIS'. He knows
that PAUL went over to the shop from time to tiwe presumably
ht have sparked the rumorx . At one time
th the wife of the ex-chief of police at
took hox away from the
iater he bought

PAUL got 1involved w
louisiana,

to chat and this -1§

viidaltia, and in fact,

chief. PAUL was formerly very successfulL_nnd mdde a lot of

money as owner of the Dodge Agency in town. &

the Chevrolet Agency and began drinking heavily and running
around. This resulted in him filing bankxuptcy proceedings
and he has gone downhill sipce that time.

In his investigation of the mattex, he learned
that MORRIS madea loan from the Concorxdia Bank and Trust
Company a few days before the fire, but does not know that
.this hasg .any significancé. He had bought an old txuck f£rom
Delta Truck and Tractor Company a feéw days before. ~the £irxe,

<“§alking a down payment with a check for $75. A:tter the fire,
the Delta company returnéd the: check to the attorney handling
the estate and took back the truck. " _ )

MORRIS had the only shoe repair shop in tawu and-

probably had more whité customers than Negroes. He appeared
to be reasonab.’l.y prosperxrous.

He has developed no addit:l.onal information regarding
thig mater. He described MORRIS as a. Negro male, early

50's, 5' 11", 160 pounds, black hair, brown eyes:.
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v - L, l9cd, amd swmicllire aXtcr mianighkt fie got . 0 ¢ bed
4+ 8d wvept o lfle Latlc  m. Artar B toturnod to et at
, e recelved & telephone call Irar M.
Fire IDnopartaent who advised hisn P RANK
vas on tire,. He 1rmmediulcel
Upon arrival the entirce inside
into

vwas S°1.] avare
JLUNIOK HARP at fhe
MinalB’' ooy on 4th Srrovot
JresSed and went to the raire
of the building wes blazing

He foelt at the timoe and still foels

but the vwalls had pot collupsed
other than the tront window
that bLad built up inside the building caused the front window

which had been blown out
the heat

tuve street.
taken to the hospital

to blow out.
FRANK MORRIS a)

and JOHNNY GRIFFIN and

the area. There was a crowd Ol persons <

in front of the shop watching the fire. .

The fire was burning with intense heat andad dur%ng

the roof and walls collapsed. . ' ° .

had already left
vxhich had accumulnted ;
: e *”T‘V - \\"__,‘:‘

the fighting of the fire,
Chief MOUELLE was almost hit by the front wall when it
fell. After the fire was out he went to the Concordin -
—Hospital to see MORRIS. -He estimates this was about an' hour
or more after the fire had started. MORRIS related to him"
that. someone pointed-a. gun at him and told hin to get back

He said the
He could not understhnd~everything MORRIS.- e
e N

into.the shop or he would blow  -off his head.
but understood him .tosay at one time there‘were

fire then started.
was saying,
3 two white men and another time there were three white men.
HBe never described them but mentioned he thought they. worked"
at the paper mill or: tire plant in Natchez, Mississippi.
One of the first things MORRIS said was to ask Chietf MOUELLE
as burned and whe ther JOHNNY GRIPFIN ..
MORRIS never .- S

~

how
got out alright.

and’ i
mentioned anytning a%out'a car.. : s
: Je_again_mlkg_d_m_l_l__MORRIS around s oo or _9:00 &M, | .- \
' F’;.;#.No‘_'157-3255 - o
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Ho Joubis TtTast MOBLLS Alce
(e 1aterviews A8 ne repaateda the same tharn

o &afy oY
aml! over apd doubts TAAYT he was caapletely
would on occastons drink
when he
{c-

L]
v &2
He knows MNORRIB
wtd 1t 1n his oOopinton that MORRIS was drunk
6.icop and Ssariehow the fire accidentally ariginated.
had been badly bu:
why "CaAnIS

feels that MORRIS awoke after the fire was burning aay :

et
st

apd by the time he could get out,
He does not know, however, if this 1is the case,
wvas not overcome by emoke and fumes to the extent ot
suffocating and dying inside the building. He discoicrea
the suitcase containing half pints of whiskey which were
individually wrapped in plteces of newspaper which makos him
believe MORRIS might have been doing some *'bootlegging’ on
the side. 1In addition, he noticed 2 or 3 empty halt pint
whiskey bottles on the floor of MORRIS' living quartcrs.
The latter i1s one reason why he suspects MORRIS wasi drinking
the night of the fire.
He feels the fire started in MORRIS’'’ living
quarters because that area was badly burned. He was unabloe
to determine the origin of the fire, however, through his
He could not detect a gas or kerosene smell

investigation.
in the building during his investigation.

shop located in someone else's building and that building
He does not rec¢all the detalls of this fire

also burned. Y
and does not know agwgpproximate date.
_wﬂAbdﬁ%ﬂfwo or three weeks before the fire on
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Shoe Shop and

he 1nspoected MORRI1IS'®
Be noticod that MORRIS
about the floor an

Docemaber 10 1964,
puitlding was up to standards.
a pumber of exteosion cords lying
plugged in several of his 8hoe repasxr machines to t
cords. He told MORRIS the cords might get overlondeu Lo
do away with them and get a safer arrangement instal «u. He
does not know whether MORRIS corrected this or not.
MORRIS was the type person who knew everyoune and
Y t oth
individuantil, but

Lo

would yell a greeting to anyone he knew on the stro: t
Ho was sort of a "mouthy"

no one paid any attention to this as he was not disrespect-—
He had the radio program on Suunduayr

Nogro and white.
ful in this respeoct.
and Chief MOUELLE has heard him dedicate religious music
his friemds, both Negro and white. Chief MOUELL.l. never
heard anything he would consider ob_)ectiona.ble or in poox

taste on the program.
With respect to the five gallon can found inside
he recalls that MORRIS recently bought an olad

the building,
truck and feels he might have had the can for gas or oil

for this truck. i
' Be has heard that MORRIS had several Negro girl
friends, but does not know their names and knows of no trouble
He has

MORRIS might have had in connection with women.
pnever heard of MORRIS making any advances toward white
+

women. ;
" The Firefnepartment is composed of volunteers
ith the exception/ of Chief MOUELLE and JUNIOR BARP
he recalls that a white man

iefhm, _
drove by, stopped, and attempted to
nearly fell into the fire

He was drunk,
in the way so they ran him off.
the fire, he has heard a rumor from un-

that a cook in Haney's bar was alleged to

named
direct traffic.
drive by on the street just aftex the

and was getting
Since

recalled source
have seen a car
explosion.
Also, ERLIE HAYES, Negro school teacher, told him
S 17T S

o ——— s . e i
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that DELLA MAE SMITH, Negro maid at the hospital, had infor-
mation as to who burmed the shop, but he discounted the

story because SMITH is a common drunk and cannot be considered
reliable. ' i

He has developed no additional information and has
no suspects in this matter. -
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FRANK MOFRRIS _pened a cavingos 8. Ul s
ahls> or

w125 that bank 1in tfre juaames of PHANK o0 sh
on Iwceater 31, 103 with a deposit of
o a0 the letet Jepasit into this sccount i Decaite
oh . 20 nis accuunt hés nc
attoxne\

s 1n tne amount of
name of
The laz 3 .
) estate since wh 5} ’
has the legal bux'naoe ot

"Lnnzs' giandson,
total amount in the account is $871.
MORRIS has also malnr.amed a checkling acc

at the bank formany years, however, he apparently .
rew checks since he conducted most of his business
His balance in the checking . . .

transactions 1in cash.
seldom exceeded $500. oo,

It was general practice for MORRIS to makc
rrequent signature loans from tr2 bank, which he wiuld ¢ ay
by making deposits almost dally toward payment of Llc¢ loan.
These payments were generally in cash and MORRIS \oulq Rad e
them through the night depository at -the bank. Au :ooun
as MORRIS would pay off the loan, he would 1mmediahcly A ke
another one. He regularly paild off these loans-and created
no problems for the bank. He was considered a good credlu
He made signature loans on the following dates tov

. risk.
indicated amounts:
December 8, 1964 L $500.00._ .
November 23, 1964 . .- -500.00 v .
November 9, 1964 " . B500.00 . = :
. October 26, 1964 © 500.00 - B
wetmin - . October- 15, 1964 S 500,00 .. - .- i e
g - September 30, 1964 - 500.00..° - RN
- ] September 16, 1964 _500,00- - L L
v » ' ', ) —~ EE ‘4‘
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the balance in his checking account covered the balance

August 25, 1964
August 12, 1364
July 27, 196
July 14, 1964
July 2, 1964
June 12, 1964
May 20, 1964

May 4, 1964
April 6, 1964
Mareh 19, 1964
March 3, 1964
February 11, 1964
January 15, 1964

December 31, 1963

September 20, 1963
June 28, 1963”

-

: N

\._

500. 00
500, 00
500. 00

500.00

250,00
500.00
300.00

e et e s st < WP

/

MORRIS presently owes no money on the loans, since

of the loan,
) The above information is available only through
issuance of a subpoena duces tecum to K.E, BLAYLOCK, Vice-

President and Manager of the Concordia Bank and Trust

Company, Ferriday, Louisiana.

; a

8
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‘K. E. BLAYLOCK Vice President and Manager, .
Concordia’ Bapk and Trust Company, Main Street, furnished | '
the following information. " ) ooy

Hb knew FRANK MORRIS for a number of years and
knows he was considered as a good credit risk in the . .
community. 1In tramsactions he has had with MORRIS, a .
signature loan was all that was necessary. MORRIS banked - -
with this bank and . to his kuowledge did not do business )
" with any other banks. . -

MDRRIS operated the only shoe repair shop in town
therefore had a number of whlte‘vcustOmers. To the best ot
his knowledge MORRIS was well regarded by the white residents
of the community and he has’ never heard of any differenccs K
he had with anyone.

Ho has never heard of MORRIS being involved in -
-.racial mattars or anything of a controversial nature. - Heo - .
“recalls that MORRIS had the Sunday radio program, but never -
heard anyone.voice any dissatisfaction concerning JORRIS' .-

~——

- dedication of songs to. his white customers. . ‘-f~;
. He has no information @5 to how MORRIS' shop . -  °
burned down or who might have beeén responsible. e - ) ‘
/29/68 ..ot . Fearriday, Louisiana C tw®  ND 157.23258

. R : -
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exposed to any extreme heat.
area there were many cans which it 1is believed that. they
In addition, there. were numerous’

‘noted, however,
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Yie left fruut wall was 731 uew
(he leofl fruouat wall res \
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the rignt corter ot
lutaect The lert nioe Pall weo BU% demolishod -
priacipel portion ! the damage occurring at th.
wall ucar the .orper of the lotft tromnt wall, ¥
rec? shilea had previously sheltered MORRIS' sho -
troyod. The roof over the portion of FRANXK MOF. ug \
guarters shich were to the right rear of his sl aaged \
to a great extoeut by the fire but it remained -he B \
house 1n which JOHMNNY GRIPFIN lived which is 1 : ; \
to the rear of the store wase damaged and scor: B S

eite

remained intact,

e e - .

The roof of this dwelling
The interior of the shop was complet. C

A cloon Ll
that L

with approximately eight inches of rubble.
nade of several portions of the floor, and it rev..lcd
the floor was composed primarily of concrete, It 13 to Le R
that an area of less than three fcct from . e T
the lett side wall window was covered by a linoleum type ” .

covering. .
' In the center of the shoe shop were -located . "~ ™ . ..
numerous’ palrs of shoe heels which had not-  been damaged . A ‘
nor were there any indications that these heels had been
Throughout the entire floor.
contained ‘shoe polish, -
cans of the one gallon variety Which appeared to have con-
ta:ned a glue-like substance. e -,_
: The area in which FRANK MORRIS lived wae located .
The" interior- of these living

to the.right rear of the shop.
quarters bore evidence' of having been exposed to- fire.

B

- . ..
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.
- RN - -
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mattress on MORRIS'*

: bed was
dresser in MORRIS' 1 as not burned,

iving quarters was c

)

However, the
ompletely burned,
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The folluwing is 8 Jdescription of the ioterior
«f PEANK MORKNIS' shop as obtained through interview of
MHHNNY GRIFFIN who was employed by MORRIS in the shop up
until the time that 1t was destroyed by fire. .
GRIFFIN advised that walking in the front doo:
of MORRIS' shoe shop on the left hand side was a shoe " ..
shine stand which was placed directly agninst the front ;
shop was -

window., Continuing on to the rear of MORRIS'
four machines.

the left corner was a combination bath and storage roomn
Returning to the front portion of MORRIS' shop and con-
tiouing to the rear there were located approximately ten ti ’
display counters which were stocked with numerous dry goods. . ..

located a work area which was composed of a ‘counter and
Toward the rear of the shop located in
GRIFFIN noted that the front of the shop was made entirely
of concrete with the work area around the machines protected
by linoleum and plywood. GRIFFIN ‘stated that the floor was
painted red and was in good condition. GRIFFIN statecd that
the walls of the shop were faced with numerous display cases
which contained men, women and children’s shoes. In addition
these cases contained cowboy boots and similar wearing apparel.
: Continuing on to the rear portion of the  shop where~
FRANK MORRIS lived GRIFFIN stated that MORRIS had a bed which -
was directly betwéen the two windows in the living quarters, a

refrigerator and several dressers.
S GBIFFIN noted that there was a partition directly
in front of the.door used by MORRIS to enter the shop.which
meant that it was necessary upon' emerging from MORRIS' living
quarters to make a left hand.turn followed by 'a sharp right .
hand turn 1n ‘order to- see the interior of the shoe Bhop. ‘

L

187 o
ies _NO 157-3252 .

1/31/65



. . , . '
Nwih 34210 D°?1d13%396%ﬁ&nm;my ~

g \_J‘I " . o
' o T SR S 2R e s, TR HOP-- _ L e e e £ D e e T ST T SIS . - =
N Ty AT ’ S:HOP:: OFFRANK:-MORR IS =

_FERRIDAY _LOUIS AN e : : S —

Tl ~
Ll
o
(33)
M A
C
3 o~
7?:‘
3
"h

. i J: \ ' ’ , Tl 1 ;
] | : | GriFFiis ' | _KWJQQQAL_“_“;
’r’“%*"'- N ]‘ * HOS N D =
" I!.'.r. _. - : .;‘ "

i Y

W

I Ihdex - YT rLAeE Gl Fean|h | Mo r ;g
TN Shepl | L
ji-& Shoe repair]|ul I - | 0 | N I A
maghines | T & I ! R =T
- l!.S 1la . Y ) . - - |- \
|77 cheetana 1] w0
r c?unﬁers .
‘(‘

L 17-19 Chairs L 1 S{ Ll VN

! ; -’K l : ' .
20 Mor?is's_bed ; _ . i ‘n‘ —

o

2] Ref%igerator

: ‘ ; 3 - 3 L
%2-23 Pressers - . ] '

! ‘~ :
| :
|

] Ly 2 ST I 4] 1 :

f : | | . i I

o . o o 15 ! it i g

. i ]

-‘!'“
e

iy
i

1
" -
. oL
\
’ I
“‘;," :
—

g
e_
C
Jul
#
-1
;i
T l\
n

?)t‘(-‘,,;u(:u':_

P L S ! RER
s..\'}‘ ~ ET VRTINS <
t

; i?ﬁ?V£$‘ E
T

AT T = =

| ! 1

i

=
o0
1




NO 157-3235/bab

On January 25, 1965 THOMAS SIDNEY LOFTIN, Feniday,
Police Officer, advised SBA‘'s DONALD J. McGORTY and DONALD
BELMONT that he had located a suitcase in the bedroom in
FRANK MORRIS' shop after the fire and it had contained 14
half pint bottles of bourban. ILOFTIN ‘advised that this
bourbon was being retained by the Ferriday Police Depart-
ment. -

On this same date SA DONALD J. MCGORTY examined the
suitcase found by Officer THOMAS SIDNEY LOFTIN at Ferriday
Police Department and dtermined that it contained 14 half
pint bottles of bourBbon individually wrapped in newspaper.
The suitcase was slightly scortched but not badly burned.
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J. ARMSTRONG, Manager, Qeaiity Oi1l and Tire,
Louisiana, advised that ini1ty

Mr, .
Highway 15, Wisner,
0il is the distributor for Skelley 011l Products in

1 arca.
He advised that  the main office for the Quality 0il Company SN
Y

Inc,,
Louisiana.
-
Louisiana,.

is at Winnsboro,
frOm the burned shoe shop of FRANK MORRIS at Ferriday,®
advised that it was the same type can used by SKELLEY 0il.

He checked -

‘Mr. ARMSTRONG after viewing a five- gallon can taken
He advised that that type of can was used for heavy grease '

and he had not had any 0il in cans of thdt type.

the stock on hand din the warehouse and stated théere was some
light duty o0il in cans of that type. He advised that he had

not sold any-heavy duty oil from the Wisner branch of the -
company in a can of that type. - RS
Mr. ABMSTRONG stated that oil and grease-in containers‘
of the five gallon type was purchased mostly by farmers for- | .-

-

use in tractors and farm machinery.
. The cans in the warehouse of Quality 0il were checked
to the numbers on the can taken from the shop of 'FRANK MORRIS.

and no cans were found with manufacture date numbers cofresponding
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Date. 3/3/853

ARMSTRONG, Manager, Quality Oil and Tire,
Wisner, louisiana, advised that Quality

Inc., Highway 15,
01il is the distributor for Skelley Oil Products in that area.
He advised that the main office for the Quality Oil Company .

is at Winnsboro, Louisiana. .
\

° “Mr. ARMSTRONG after viewing a five gallon can taken ]
from the burned shoe shop of FRANK MORRIS at Ferriday,® Loui:. iana,.
advised that it was the same type can used by SKELLEY 0Oil,

He advised that that type of can was used for heavy grease
He checked

and he had not had any o0il in cans of that type.
the stock on band ‘in the warehouse and stated there was som¢
He advised that he had

light duty o0il in cans of that type.
not sold any heavy duty oll from the Wisner branch of the

Mr, J.

.o
)

company in a can of that type.
' Mrx. ARMSTRONG stated that oil and grease-in contaln(rs_
five gallon type was purchased mostly by farmers for -

of thé
use 1in tractors and farm machinery. -’ )
. The cans in the warehouse of Quality 0il were chogked
cans were found with manufacture date numbers coxredpondiqg
o 4 R _\

and no
to the numbers on the can -taken from the shop.of ?RANK MORRKIS

I ~a

/65 ", _ .Wisner, m“;‘fianﬁ_.‘ ‘Filew.___ 157-3255 -

ELMER B. LITCHFIELD and . E o .

WILLIA_M QU&EKBNBU_S? !—B_ab ‘ :_Date dictated . 2/ 1/65 L

mlom- .nonlho' recommendotions aor concive.ons of 0. R It @ e p!.pon' ol me Bl and »e‘-ud D gmet Oooh;'

0re nol 10 be distr.buted outside your Bgency . ) .
, 12 | o
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-
Goneral Delivery,, Jonesboro. S
in care of BOOKER ANDERSON, Gin

Louisiana.

ouigiana, on

Brea. CHARLOTTE BETHELRY,

Louisiana, telephone 4683,

Quarters, was advised of the identities of’interviewing

Agents. 8he stated that she is the mther of JOHN EDWARD .

BECEWITH, vho formerly resided at rerr:lday, She

stated that her son visited her at Jonesboro.

Jaousry 17,-1965, ‘and at that time he. told her. he had

received telephone calls .at :Ferriday 'aoon after the -Nogro:

man was - burned in hte shop. at Ferriday*around December 10,
yiat once

1965 and that he: wis' told be was to leave: ‘Ferrida;

Bre. BBTBELBY stated~that her ‘son

told: hexr that he: left Ferriday 1mmediate1y -after, receiving
.8he stated that she did not know,

or he would be next.
the telephone calla.
-where be_ was until he ‘arrived in anesboro on¢January 17,
1965, .fhe stated that hé left Jonédboro the ‘same day he
arr:lved ‘there to return to the Jone Star Funeral -Bone,
Iias 10, “Taxns, whére he had been
ter heé léft Perriday: Nrs.

3626 - Spring Avenue,
.employed sihce shortlyJ_
BETHELEY -atated that heér @on had- t9ld her that he had
‘been a: close friend of FBAQK“HDRBIS, ‘who had dled .£from
nonis:lana, -Around: Décenbér 10,
5 her 'son made o

burns recéived at rerr
Mre
méntion of Knowing anything regarding thé -circumstances

1965, but nccording to-
6f the burning of MDRRIS'-shop or knowiiig who. might’ have

been rasponsible for the - burning o the shop.

/

/8/65 _o_Jenesboro, louisians ., 5O 137-3253
A's EARL 0OX and
—-PAOL H. CONRAD /bab Dae dittsred 2/7/65
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AiAAN, NANRSYIXE \ s
ASHYVARL . PRANN h IO 10
BARNED, MARTHA Xl(‘,"‘n 1480-14aw, °
HRATEMAN, (EANU) 0: a7, 136
NACKWITH, JOHN KDwARD B!
“Hutta” CHr1ght Loy

37, 84, 119, log, )

.
BEARD, WILLIE §g°-3§°‘
BLA1Y, EDWARD o
BLAYLOCK, K. E. T8
BROWN, EDXNA 2

20, S8, 123, 126 127,
COLLINS, ETE;:] \
COETON, JUNIOR D)

COLVIN, DR. CHARLES HENRY

24-2¢ .6, 27, 28
CONEYSGEORGIA A. é%' é%' 10031 K .
DAVIS. CHARLES 132 \
DAVIS, W. L. 167-168 \

DE LAUGHTER, FRANK,

"Big Frank" "Frank Delaw' 36, 39, 40, 42, 53, 66,

78, 97, 163, 169-170
Hn;LAﬂﬁBIEB¢_M£§;_%§ANK 642 169 -

FLEMING, FRANK N 68, 75, 121-122, 123 .
FREEMAN, DOROTHY 38

GRAHAM, LEO RN 146 ‘
GRAHAM, SADIE ' RN 103-104,, 105 B
GRAHAM, WILLIE RN 89, 103, 105, 118, 119
GRAVELLE, OPEL - N ;

67, 194; 196

GRIFFIN, ELIZA A 102

GUICE, JOHN
HALCOMB, ROY S.

67. '89-90, 103,.-141

| I-fANEX. witl 1

HART, THOMAS J. - -

FOIA(b)®6
202 FOQIA(D)YT - (C)
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LANKRENCY, DAVIS 99 '
LEEK, JOHN UR. H)-86

LOFTIN, THOMAS SIDAEY 50, 51, 53, 53, 55 L‘,

164, 167 189
lms_'x._uam_l ‘

MILIKEN, JEAN

MORR1S, CLEMENTINE 21, 159 )

MORRIS, ETHEL . 45, 126-127, 128

MORRIS, SULLIVAN 21, 128

MOUELLE, NOLAND 8, 9, 10, 64, 16 ./3-178

PAUL, LLOYD | 38 69, 85, 89, 122. 123,
. | - 131 134, 135, 1io. 131,

- i : 154—155, 159, 16, 1.1

PHARIS, C. W, T : 162-164 . _

PRAETER, JANAS : i 130, 147

PUTMAM, JAMES D, _ : i 29

RIAL, EZZIE . i g 85

ROLLINS, BESSIE : E i

_ROOSEVELT, JAMES v
L 1. R E SI

SCOTT, AGNES : 1133-134

SCOTT, BERNICE N Ky i ii8l

SCOTT, EMANUEL Y i 78-79, 97

SCOTT, LAURA N, Y1 ii 43, 81

SCOTT, RUTHIE Y i i 80, 97

SIMOLKE, JAMES J. b v i 70-72, 163

SLAINE, ANDREW % 1 il 118, 145

SMITH, DELLA MAE ~ iy i i 29, 30, 31, 46, 36-43,

: ) S~y L i l78, 79, 80, 97, 163, 178

SMITH, ROBERT -
L | %

03 FOIA(D)6
FOIA(b)7 - (C)
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aRIVFXN:
! victim?
GRIVFIN:
victin:
/ GRBFFIN:
' ! vectim:
' | caxpErH:

/ viotim:
/ CRYVFIE:
/
I
| CRIFFIN:
Victim:
GRIPPIR:

Victin:

GBIFFIN:

1D S ™ILAD
i/ Day
on 1IN

recerdtod
it with the viotim.

™me follows are
¢t 1s gwb’,hs"".“l%-n CATS. Q.

"'ary dﬁ,tlculc :0‘ graat doal of thw victim'm amsv.rxu are
mmtmmm“"m‘ t?nd-mxtum farth bolaow o8
Perriday This i Epecial Agsnt PAUL R. LANCASTIA at tho
196: 4 eEpital. Time 4@ 0:S56 AN on Thursday, Decsenbor 10,
1908 ¢ 1o Aro sbout to go {ato tho ospital Room of WRANK

in 301 and dis friond JOHNHY GOIFFIN vho 18
g04ng to try to talk with FRANK,

FRENZ thin i JOIQIY.

I (unintolitgibie)
A1l rignt

(Untntelragidle queseion about] |

DI Bo got burmed? oAl -

s b, Y dide’t got Lureed.
Can you tdsatify who thoy voo, FRARE?

- I doa’t Roow cxact sho they was. Bxh I den't
Anowy exmctly vho Ldoy wao. i

s they & car thare?

oh huh wAlto cor whoa X beard thoy thoy hit o

. viotim:
sindow Inockod the window out wos whon § woko
: . . QD
don't Anoy oznotly who it vas in tho car outside.

int gindow vas $1¢9
Tigre wo vl ot.
Iy tho aMne stacd?

& Huh
Uon you in tho placo or ia the bogkx?

5

(cy

b §



> ,.;.:a..,&u't-o
»

'“l-tbm.

vaw s s’
anayvis? e 15 tn heck.
raciars! Veeh 1t Parts, it burts ne.
anLYTIN! Teu don’t Emoov?
m"’ fan ) § dm" m.
aRIFFIN: You over see thesn beforo?
victis: 1 1E=31e8 50, -——- go faot I couldn't =
cuIFYFH} You couldn’a sco who thay w<u?
yictin? Bo s=d {(croars)
wﬂlﬂ:, mmmmmetotellm.
victim: :‘g Just po work (nn.urtel.n.ssblo) everything burnt
GRIFPIN: Yaah overything ‘sau-n: up.
victims ;23 m.rzts Do
WIH e want to £ind oun 't
aar mwncsp ’ zmmwas,m Yhy don
_ Yietims - E 3 ean’e toil ypou X m’t/éggtiy olio.
Timt g mmywmmgmngmmlmm

cax¥¥iB;
Thing is o tolx an.
2 Enow. It mmeto.

veotime _
You don’t want ¢o tell.
{groan)

GRIFFIN:
Viotin: % don'’t hnow expetly who it wos.
CRIFPIN: Dp you Enow who A4 1¢7

/




o L00-Bbd unp
»

$ Sumt Sotantly & amv to-auald MAe <ol wed
follave ama.) —ve-—— (wmArtwliigiBie)

ALYV s, Bud
. 3 dam's

Tacinm! Juwt tad® carw of youswelf sac thy Loy
Sany ebethor L il) geot il ar oot. (uniuead)dpgidlic) ma

ebasw §°‘m ba.
Do you ad°t 1o e Wad stapo.

asiyYviy)
Vietim: Rechca? (graan) You get{  Jout tuowe
dién’'s you?

oniryvis: Toah sho 444,
Burnod thooe troes ood overythicg.

1 gote cold (Doumds l1ikxo kill goota)

victim: Tos Pordner
gmnwuausbxo) fresh gown.
Wo varrlied atout 1it. %o vont to find out vho At

GRIYYER:
is. You won®t toll us.
I can’t Qo it.

[ TARY W

I don®’t aexmctly knou.

Victin:

GRIFFIN: why you can®t do 1t¥?

Victim: I don’t know oxpotly who it was. X hnd to run
Se0 I came cut thare con pat o shotgun on me

real fest.
told oo to got Lack in thorvo.
Vell you oust mvo sow them 22 hio told you to gat

GBIFFIR::
back in there.

Victin Uh Bubd. ' ’

GRIFFIR: Didn't you? Eoh? - -

victim h R, \ 7 /

CRIFFIN: Toll vhy don®t you toll us sho it s,

Victim: (Unintellieiblc) I don't oractly kuos.

4
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- JoP- -2t b . mp

JIFTEE.
vietim:
ans FrIN:
vactim}
LANCASTEL
oRiIyYEY:
msfmr
GRIFFEI:

NGLAHD BOUZLLE
(Ch&et Soerriday

' mm)

victim?
BEODELLE!
vactins -
yictim:
FPOVEILB3
Yiotis:

B yom vwar Aev thew: tefure?

Uh b, 1 e @o.
a3 thoy ovar beocn 1a the shop?
b 8ah. 1 20 ~———— sure aon‘t \

8o a1aé say thnt be
Ro d10 say that thoy had boon in ths mhop beafore. \

Eut ho just won®t tell vho 4t was.

22 won’t toll who Lt vES.
I'm trying to £ind cut comothing paw, 9O ATO
trying to get this thipp straightoned out. Whero
<o those foll: come L£ren? :

I don't Rnov whove thoy come from iv. ROURLALE,

Yo dm:'t Encw whore thoy e from?
Bo wir, I ¢om't Enoy axaoetiy.
Bo they 1ive in Ferriday?

T Zmngino thoy do.

¥ou imngins thoy Jdo?
Tho 6ld felles tho ono gut thore patting gascliaa

Factin:
‘on tie Buslicding, yes giv.

EOURLLE:
Victia:

¥on caw him put it orocand the buliding?

Yes

- mwmes = em—- s s -




Wm 1D T-3258 May

ey - Y B Coil did thHhoy put any oo the immide?
Thay nust have came oo out 1 don’t fuw
he 14 it =0 Quick. . t out
Well, sooothing olse 3 want to ask you, wherw

UBLL%1
wo de thay wark
I don’t kaow vhero thoy work at.

viotim:
bow

v 'mj.-)h
POURLLE? Thay work in the paper milil?
o victis: I shink 30, bat ¥ don't know.
v pOURLLEBS Gr 4o they work at Youogs over in Matches?
Sgams Yos, X . ' a
2 victin fant. » sasn't axpotly otraight 12 ¥ was X coal
! MDUELLES | You hnd to move font?
Tgictim? Yoo, whnot I moan ¥ would o gotten s doow.
KOUSLLE? _%lzmmhmefmmﬁmmmm
until -~ mdi.dyeagetmm%haﬂ?
yvictine % don’t hnow, .
> the gas must o doeen airesdy in thore
Alre=dy in vhere?

Airaady in. ‘
dnd you dm't Eoow whothey tney vork for Jomm
m»mvaue oy -ovar at tho tho popor nill do you FRAGK?

Yoak

MOURLLE? Yhero do they weak?
victim: I don't know sir.
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¥e vant to try to fiod out oho thin im to cleam:

this mess ap.
X dan't koo oxactly who At ess.

victim:
[=2) SOURLLBx Bwve you spen them bofore?
Vi viotim: Loohn liko I Bave. ¥ 4idn’t dnve a chanco to
talk with them. I Bnd to movo foat. !
LANCASTER: PRAME ¥*m wivh tho FIX, QF O75s 38 LAKCASTER ‘
B Victis Yes aix
v _:MSE&-‘!: S28 it o car or pickuypy tyuck that you saw?
¥ Victim: X think it woe cax in the allay - sitin §n the
. ' . ®31sy in tho alley.
ILABCASTER: ¥as 4t pointed out temard tio strost?
victinr e, Mntea oot tavard strwt unintelilixgidblo) .
LARCARTTER it wan
ESUELLE? vhich vay did thuy go whon thoy 1oft thero?
Victtms £ don’t bkoow
LABCRSTIRG. myonxmerwhenthmmmuunmw
shoo Shap? Avyo they custoears? DIt you cver repaly tholr
shoes?
Dr. COLVIH: hie i Doctar COLVIN. I aoact you to undergtand
thnt yon arc in foal bad cocditian.
victims Yoo sir. ’
m., COLVIN: And 3 want you to do sonething ¢ holp mo. X
oant you to copoparate with thoso mon, ¢O Qll you can to Molp
thenm find oot vhio burnod your pleco down ond who burnsd
you, UL1l you ¢do that for no?
Victim: Yee yoo. Al) right.

Doctar 1 dan't knov ocxrotly vho the men sas ane
Aad oo XiXaki pants apd bho tan gas out erd vhen 2
got up to see ko hit tho window bo did. Hp hit tho window

mmmummwt:’mvnuobommsm
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7

oindow pancs oyt | come ocut ukesr ho 1d
s sbhotgun to0ld o pot hack x:‘om‘;:;;:.'m ) -
POUrLLE? ¥ag thaat bBofare ho Sot —— otruch the watch?
Ouat hove boen. Bust Mavo been Juwnt like

victins
sty UNAM ~——eeeee J00X8 14K0 ~—— X osh {sounduulibo
oint you doinogz in thare) put yoursolf Ao thoro whon that

thirg caughe,
You don't EBnve ony i1den who it wus?

HOUELLE:
| viettn? Sk Ho &ir X on’t got no idea.
EDUELLE: 7 You can't evon give us any Adem at &ll?

/ victim: o eir.
! LANCABTEE: Eave youn over scon them boforo TRARKY?
i yigtims3 i I oan't may who 4t wes ¥ probably seen thes
, : befmg : ,Jm,mmn-swnmxmtmmﬁm
‘ houwse, smo had a time god 0312 . .
/ e éam., i A > goiting ayzoll out CRUSH RAR L 3
: . . g Ly o, .
LARCAGTER | Pid yoyagtico Af it wos & siugle o dowble barrel
victisii® Tos 4% wes singlo barvol..

LASCASTER 3 D3t the men hove hats on?
. B you remonbor whet kind of car thoy wore driviag?
fo sir T enro don's. This folloy you EKuow I
got to

Fictin? ' ‘
¢ouldn’t got through the door to look over time 1
the door this fellow ko had shotpun in =y faco and told

and no to got bhck 4n,
Which vindow did thoy hroak,, Did they break €ho

LANCASTER ¢
o0 DRCAYr your nechino?
Victim: Yoo ano rigbt in front ny oechino.

11
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LARCASTER b Eab.

Geore they faside your shop?

vietim: So oir thoy wereo’at ftuside tho ehop.
LANCASTER M4 you so0 them pouring thw gmuoliae?
Vietim:s Teahk,
LARCADTIN Thoy wore pouring it throtgh the windoo?
o sy, oo of tho folloos this fellawes arcund

viotim:
tho cutmido pouriw it along tho oido.
8o didn’t pour At fumide yowr shap?

LANCASTEN:
vVictimt No sivr, they must hoveo pourod 4t before I got
thore to tho froant.

MABECABTER 1 X soo

victint Thoy nust hove pouredit in oo kind of aay
boftare X got thoro in tho front.

LANCASITER ¢ Aud hoz did you como out, did you cuao cut tihot
24ttle mllay why where tho gat.ie?

victing - Yon.

LANCASTER s You hnd to opon youxr guto €O coms mtn‘?

viotim: ¥eo Yoo .'

LAKCASWER: And when you cane out was tho car thore ar had
thoy drivon sway. '

Thoy hnd driven off.

Vietim: ' .
um'cmmms Did you sop vhich way they drove?
Victim: o e4r suro Gidn't.
o LARCASTREI tou aroe suro it's a onxr?
j -
. 18




vaosim Yum ey 3 Saw it v it a omr.
LANCACTTER And taore wure O meny
VIO cawse tua‘t.llo' cn-:{:'om "'“,"“ aBeut 3 of the.
LASCRASTER s Thesre wan a follor on the othew Bside teo.
ku-tdm eho x: Boro's wbhat 3 fBoan, nuwst havo bean nan thot
LANCASTE] 3 Gx fun,
Qoxo thono mon ovar in your shop boforo?
v
e AT g L
LARCABTER 1 3 varterntang,
Viotim: Y3 aip,
mmstg;? Bov 01d waore thoy do you thing, wero thoy young
Vicotim:

Y5 sir, botwoon about 30 and 38,

LARCASTIN ¢ Vora they boovy or emaiiy
Viotims Rinds emaal,
. mmmsm: Bothtof them 2nall .
“Viotims Yes o

1z sbout oy siro. o of then ho was Ginda
ub young thoro he ind grey hair with hhont.

Just 1ike khaki trousers..
Yom air, Yoo sir.

LANDABTER ¢
Viotin:
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Yhat Rind af abhire asa you notice?

M'
Bo 8ixr X ebo Asan‘e.

viatim!
LANCASTER "bthamehomummr
”atﬂ‘ 8o oAr,
usmsfﬁ?:‘ mg oithor of thom hove o fissh light to shino
w“mz &. ne 81!'.
LABCASTER? Eas aob of thoa old ar vore thzy both younn?
victim: Both of then wao hindn yuoug.
LABCASTTR 3 Yarc thoy oo big us you or wors thay emaller mea?
victim? . Theo one vith tho gun wos biggor than na.

LARCASTEA. TR biggast one?
viotim?: Yes'. X m gonna got to ¢ho door o0
stood by tho door he told mo togt ek in thoro. 3 Juss

LARCASTER £ Got back in you littlo soon?
Ho sir in the shop.. |

victim:
LANCASTER? Gh, Do told you 1o get bumck 4n the shop.
Victim: e Yos,

BAICASYER ¢ Vhore ¢ho firo exe?

vietio: Ves, |
LADASTER OCh, you didn't go back into your Lodrods?
Viotim: I irid to go Back An bedroon to get out.

14
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LANCABTSR ; l.oo-nnmop)aaova-o-ttuu\en.
s o1y, yoo. Bo sir. g» struck thoe MAtCh «a-

Mmh&noh’mmmtcn?

LANCASTER:
Tes oy,

vicetin il
LASCASTER : Fhon be throag 14 inpide?
victim? ¥en iy,

’ Thoank you FRARX,
uﬂ&*:;p? Arzthing olss thge ¥Oou San toll mo that might

sacsins Ko air that's o33,
I coa't to11 np, Calvin X anp can®t. Eow thoy do
ma Lwrey Dr. Coivin == I #n't ind a chaces to

vmm-“ in
&o mm‘
pp., COLVIS: ¥ou vould toli me wouldn®t you?
3, ¥'¢ tell you teo but X

victin? ' L. TS g6ir, 1Y toild :
vie Just den't kmeﬁzctly e It wos,.

. ¥. WABRED Thiz i Be. BOB. Go ahesd & & to them wnd
fz”,?g of don’t weorry, g R Taks
Policos :




N PR a3 RWRD B

o > 1
o 13 I=JASSamp
F-3
LABCRE'TER 0 FRANNE did yem rocagalse thuse wea?
TALS {5 ingortast ads did Fou FeoGsalie LhamY
vicsim? E» #ir I didn’:s seccgmise. 1 Gsuldn’l recagninae
= SAALR go ahsod
asr sy mcn I Bt ISP TN B S .\
viotim: It G‘alrtaht Dr. POD anly thiog I just dido’t '\
gaRaEHs Eanh?
yictims I Just coaldn’t rcocznize thoe.
GARRLH: Juat couldn®t rocognino thos ot 0ll.
gictim:q Ho eir.
ASTER ¢ Could
/ um‘c.l o o1d? yonu give eny Jdoccripfien, TRANX, ware thoy
| vaiotim: yoong mon.
/ WARREN Bah? >
/ yaotim: . working. Cne of thom kipda whito real
GARB ST B was whot?
GARBER ¥ns poal whitco?
vietim? Wo.
WARRE S Could you el 12 he hed blond baire, binck hadr,
redtgm, or sm&tﬂm or 424 gou have timo €0 860 91l of
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RARRIESE FRARX?
LASCASTIR: ADparently ocut now.
FARBEY FRAME can you bear Nr. DOBY?
victim: Tes aeir,
FARREY? 3 ever £een
o Dogarer 4o you tihdnk thkat you 5Had trose
Yictim: X think so.
VARREY: ¥ou think you hovo coen them baloro?
viotin; Tes.
WARSKN: Do you tiMaR thoy oro from hore?
Fictims ¥ss str. I think thoy Lfros horo.
#ARREH: Do you thioh thoy aro froa bure in town?
victim: Yes.
gARRES: ¥hare €O you thisk thoy sight work hore FRANER
It work at Jolm Hamaville oF

T think thov might
in Eatohes.

victimsr th 2

ma@’ Bub,
Vietips . In Matches, Moaicsipnt, o sceething ik et.
GARREYS Tho Eaticmal Food? |
victin: (Tninto111g1010)
WASREN? Natcham, Masiscippi?

: 00 you thing: tint they worked over at Kotchea,
Victin: Tead very much.
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vARK M 3 Hunr
Victix Yead (vary voak)
Do you Enov 1f 1t vas o doubhle barrol oF Bingle

[
LABCAST R :
tarvrel shotgun, FRANZ?
! yictims (Groan)
! LAMCASTER: Did they havo hats on? Can you tell oe bow
they wore dressed?
£ay be had 8 shot about 40 mniuutes REe

!

!
Had a shot ot 4:25

/ Femalo:
LANCAETER: Ie that a pain kKiller?
Fepalo: Oh b,
WARREHs HBow lenz do you thiunk that might last?

Taat concluded &% interviow with FRANK HCARIE,
8&9?1911@@32&%1&&183}&3 m:&sinao&mlﬁl.of
the Ferriday Roapital, Fervrsiday, louisisan.

Tais intervior took plsco at approximately S:138
&Ho on Decunbor 3.6, 1064, Iresent wozo Special Agond PAUL
R. LARCASTER and DOZALD J. ExGORTY of tho ¥BI and Chief of
Polico, what is you full pomo Chiof, R. ¥W. mm. o1 the
Forriday Polico Dopartecut, and . W. H. EARP, of tho

Farsiday Fire Departacnt.

Fennlo:d
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' salaps end HOERTH woxld id LbSuvn ccme snd buy tho
on gne cecopiem NIRRID wond o |

be

YS

FEDERAL BUREAU OF 'NVESTIGATION

PRSI 4 3)‘. 65‘
DULLA MAE SMITH, =03 Soath ath Sroreet, Mure!
La&l:iuns v adviced of the idensity of the intervie
2zontu 35 belns Special sgsnis of the FAY.
SMITH advised that che xney POANK MOIMIS
L

sShe stated tiar ahe ard MNCRRI3 were Just L0

1952,
friceds and that was Vuo sxtant of thelr -elatiops
thg ceizhborhcod whare MOR

adided thas Ghe lived :in
she world bring shocs into

i1is shot shop and what
paLreu and they Eculd talk about various events in

PN

Ferriday area.
She contmaed Ly s3yiag that PRANX o ou:
a shock $o her, and che feit very bad sbout it 3K o
was- li¥ker by evoryonie in the area. she sdvised t ’
s24d been Told Ly FRANX of oma fucsident ubhers et
arguagnt with someone in the Perriday area. She ool
that Lkiz srgument ook place opver threa yesrsc o) .. IL
Hes botween FORRIS and-FRANK DE IAUSHTER. 851!““’ Ll ..
it seeced that #rs. DR IAVOEIER hod opened a al. ! SR ;% t?'t-‘, .
7,;.'.«"! URART )

%rrzdaf args and -had heen doing same bHusiznons
She advised that Mrg. DR TAUDHMIER would

HoRAIG.
suppliies for FHAHK YOPRIZ through her coniacts ui.i whela- - .
suppllen. - .

fyon ¥re. DE RAUGETHR,
pay Hre, DE KAUGHPER fop ssuwo supplies eobs hed bought for

Cpim andiiva. DE IANGHPER alfensted Lo propositicn FRANE o
Zhe ticwled the 3:&1:* of his pand shich lndicsted .

ECREI8.
that she would 1ike to have sexusl intercourse with hiwm.
BORRIE 0¥ %re. 5B LAUGETITR shat e 4&1d not zant any ‘””"%‘10
At 288 thav ‘be would gall Wrs. 0DF IAUCHPER st s later. - L
‘date, bt never &4, SMISH maid thet MORRIS bud continued
vy saging thav several wesks loter PRANK TR IAUSEEER, ¥ho '
wes ot thst timg & poliseman with the Ferriday Police: -
‘Papartumsnt came into PEANL MORRIS's shep and ssid thad his
wifie nad reietved an obpoene- taiepzm,m ¢all apd That- z;*s -
SEITH s2ia - .

pyifo identified the cailer as FRANZ MURRIE..
that EOBEIS 5014 her that ke iold FRARE DB IAW that - - .

thic was a ile, and taat. ho and D2 mm::ﬁ lnf‘ an :m,umezt

’

o at s= N = . File# .
WS 7, St n i 575855 .
WOLS WC GUIRNESS, JR: G T S
Mm VLY. B, : Date,dic'ioyedj_._,lag[ﬁg__’__‘_‘__—
ont. (on1Gini: neither retommendolions nor (ondunani.o'-'ha- FBY-1t 33 .lho,-?roperiv. el-!hc;FEl-'?nd s |oon.¢d 10 .you!

. . ..‘\. ‘A.‘)nl" .',.' . . _" : t .

ntents are nol 1o be deusiribuled oviside yOur ogency. ‘2 -/ ix 6
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L SR
1.0 h e wtI. ce (M LA HRMIYN e el T L.t
cetlle. - ey . € asge M sl - ad . sz ¢ .©
srEM Llen. WMo Tl e oLy ST TL 0Ll lent PRANE e tom )
11 aly e’lle ,eL}.c.
e LTI LEl Ly Bajyyti ok “latl abn fa =t t'.e
. eu aloat H-h}‘.,. & Lopli€zs wilalrs, l.is talilt. ©. .e
oI Lo mad Ipom rils ofile Teopaty il nte ROV IneQd
'La- r.io crirer dr.erezt whe Ll llo BAOTiNItles. e
MORRI. wCw..id take jertodlic Trips catv oI
MOre. She adviscad The
CTwice a

TC Q0 cClo.ren

stated *ha:
N.averdze ot once o1

tre Ferriday area
trips would taxke place a:

wonth and would bte 0 places su:n ar Natchex, Missilas
or to Baton Rouge or hew Orleans in Louisiana, she sa
that she did not imow of any other long distance triy

to big cities. She added that most of the Lrips were
made in an old car or truck which FRANK usually had

around. She sald that she believed that these trips
were financed from the money made from the operation
of his shoe shop. She stated that REVEREND FRED W1l
was the pastor of FRANK MORRIS's church and he migh'
able to furnish information about FRANK's church wc

SMITH continued by saying that as far a
of FRANK's, there were many of them, in that she &
kmow of anyone ‘that MORRIS had any trouble with &.
was liked by white and colored. She said that on. = ..
mornings MORRIS had a radio broadcast for about ¢ .. ...up

X 14

during which MORRIS would act as the announcer an.
dedicate songs to various people (both white and
The muslic that MOKKIS

comored) in the Perriday area.

played was malnly spiritual type songs, and he did nothing

or sald nothing on any of the programs that she heard
She ad-

which could be considered to be in poor taste.
vised that FRANK got a great deal of enjoyment 'from these

radio programs and would ask many of hls customers how
SMITH stated that a boy by

they enjoyed his program.

the name of BUBBA who worked near FRANK MORRIS's store
would usually drive MORRIS to the radio station and might
be able to furnish more information about the program,

SMITH stated that MORRIS had another friend
by the name of HUNTER who i1s an ordained minister of, the
Baptist Church, She stated that she does not believe that
Flrst Name Unknown HUNTER has a church of his own but
that he 18 now employed by one of the two paper milis 1in
the Perriday area. She stated that thils would be elther

f}i
Co
N




.
T RS
t L YR 2

. Firetl Banm B o LITIP 2 6.1 oF Ar Y .rst Kamw

U anver. WaLXD . at.i Bll] reeard (v ey L7« friels
ttat FIUKL fad 'e shwew of severel L 83i1° .. 1o DA
HOME vho ®a8 NOBNLS ‘e fire: wife ard wnc otiil llives 1in
the YPorri@a) ares. (e wer 8 piFr)] o) thw tHase vf mAlLIM
RADDNCE, %o lives rear the ALIEE faclly weer St. marlos
Cruroh. Another girl who 1 telicveld tu te the lasy gir)
that PRANK had defore his death lived in Clajtan.. 3SNITH
eoald thatl ahe does Not oW the girl's nase Or atything
about her coly taat VFHANK had sentianed 10 her severel

veokn Defore hie death about his nev lady friend in Clayton.

S9ITH stoted she believed that the san who helped FRANK
in the shoe 8shop would Ve in a Letter g:au.xon t0 Wiow

uo FPRAINK and the helper would have probably discusvoed
FRANK's girl friends. SNMITH etated that one of MORRIS's
old girl fricndo was namsed DOROTHY FRHEMAN, but she hns sls
married a aan whose last nume 18 HUNDALL and left the
Foerriday area. SMITH said that other than the difficulty
MORRIS had had with Mran. DE LAUGHTER, nohe had naver heard
of VIRANK Loing involved with white wowen. SMITH caid that
with rogard to her rolationship with MORRIS, she wmusnt
adnit that MORRIS had triocd several times to get her to
bo hio girlfriend but that she refused mainly beocauso
MORR1IS wano older than her.

SMITH said that one other friend of MORRIS
that sha forgot to mention was & white man by the name
of "PAUL" who operates the used car lot next to FRANK
MORRIS'o shop. SMITH scaid that PAUL and FRANK were very
goaod friends and would often go to one another's shop. -
She said that she never heard.of. the two of them making
tripa.togethor.. SMITH #aid EThat..ohe BidHot (KHOW B any.
Busiiless TIIPBE O olbusiness partners that MORRIS might
have had or had made. : _ :

SMITH said that with regard to the weeks prior
to FRANK's death, she had not heard anything which might
have any thing to 4o with MORRIS's murder. She stated
that with regard to thae night of the fire shae was at
home in ded when sho was awalkened by the sound of a
siren; she sald that she thought to herself that thereo
was a bad acocident and that she would probably be busy
the next day at the hospital. Shoe advisedthat she is
wald at the local hospital, having been employed there
since July 24, 1964., sShe said that after a while the
aound of the siren grouw faint and she thought no more
of this until her house was brightened by reddish light.

¥y o
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Sho sall LAt e o0l wp eid Juoaed oLt Lhe ®indow and
s 12.al 1L sans & fipe iy olatold *latl she ccald rot
tell 1f U waCLECLELEIS 9 alc) UF e loudo neat door to
rie str.p Sno stlated shis got dressed &d wenlt 1O tho
rfive ent discoverel that 1t wan NORAL: ‘s alop. 3hu
3disd tlatl when eho got to tho area of tha fire tharo
were anr)y people there. She said that o une at tne
fire sconed to know 1f MORRIS sas still in the houso or
tind gortten out. She added that she later loarnod that
MORRIS rad beon takxen Yo the hospital,

SMIYH adviced that later on the naao day,
Thursday, December thse tsuth, she reported to work at
the hospital. She adviscd that during the cormning as
she wos about her duties at the hospital ahe weant to
FRABX MORRIS's room to pick up the d4irty linen. She
sa1d that when she was in the room she saild to FKCRRIS,
“What happened? ®ho did this to you?" SMITH stated
that MORRIS replicd, "I saf? two wen, two whito men.
I heard glass Lreak, Y got up and went to the front
of @y srop and the two uhite men vere inside. One haed
a shotgun, the other had a five-gallon gas can. Cne
held the shotgun on me and tho other poured liquid

. from the gon on me, and said 'l want you to see yourself

The =an with the can struck a match and threw 1¢, X

rent on fire. The man with the chotgun ran as did the
other man. I ran to the Billups station and the serviec
nan sprayed water on me. If he had not done this I would
have durnt up.” SHMITH smid that MORKRIS had some
difficulty in telling this story and it took a little

while for him to get it all ocut, She said that after

he finished this story she left the foom, ag MORRIS
appeared to be having difficul&y breathing.

33T stated that on the following day, she
went back to MORRIS'S room and apoie to MORRIS again.
She said that she said to him I am not sure that if it .
was me that I wouldn't tell someone who did this to you.
She stated that MORRIS said "I tnought thay were %y
friends, but they weren®t;.the mem
F SMITH stated that

Yy ey do thia?” To which

MOKRIS mplic&, "‘rhey were friends of “BIG FRARK®
meaning PEANK DR LAUGHTER SHITH stated that MORRIS

wife R
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SHTE suid 1. said 1tel e (hughl
Pl Do 066 policomr ob reialel Lov I8 Mrubr '

SMITH sald that st thie polnl MXNL msde Mer proclies
Ot 10 W.l Anywae vist Mo had 10,8 tiwr Lla tlaled
that NORMIS indicsted 1o her LRhat De o goliag 10 iive
and ho 013 not ment anything Lo Rappen to hia or his
grandson vhem he gotout of the hospital., LHNITH ssid
that VONR1S wep convirecod thet be mas pulng to live.
CRITH 381d that wes all the con.ereatfiun that ohe had
with NORRIS before ne died. LIOYH sald that ahe was
glad to tell this to soaeons, s it was Dotherin, her
to o« this and not te able to toll it to anyone.
SKITU stated that during the course of toth of these
conversations with MURRIS, FHALK sppeared to dbe haviny
difficulty breatidng, Lut was adle to talk, and did
appcar to know what he was saying.

She aaid that ghe had talked tc Nrs. HAWKINS,
pPirst Naoe Unimoxn, xho 18 a8 nurse at the hospital and
that BAYKINS had told hap that PHANX was a very stirong
individual ic that ho had walked irto the hospital and
did not have to be carried in, despite his condition.

SRITH said that a boy who worko at the hospital
by the naze of "CRIMN; Firot Haze Unknown, told hepr that
his father vho 18 & tarbor, had received a telephore call
the day after the fire at FRANK's shop and the individual
celling aald, "We got FRANK, you ere next,” SMITH said
that khen the boy told her thic he was very frightened
and sald that he and hic family had moved to a neighbor’'s
house and that his father stayed in the house alone for
a few days to see what would happen.

: SKITH eontinuved by saying that as far as she
inew PORRIS was not ceonnzcted with any Civil Rights
group nor was he involved in any illegal activity. She
said that other than the motive that HORRIS gave about
m:gz DL IAUQHTER, she could not give any regson for the
murder,

SHITR coneluded by saying she is afraid for her
sod her seven children and for this reason would not testify
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She added that
who

to the informmtion she had fumiashod.

obe telieved that MORRIS oight have told aomaecno elve
besides her of the identities of the individuals

set tho fire, but that these poople were afraid to tell,

SMITH could not give any reasou for this belief, nor
did ohe have any 1idea as to xho else might know the

identities of the 1individuals.
The above information was furmished in the

preaence of Father AUGUST THOMPSON, §. Catholic Priest
of St. Charles Roman Catholic Church, Perriday, louisiana.
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Dl a =N SEIvYe
y o OU3 Boutd Juurth dtseut,
interviewed wad fursimiod the fulloviag ingosmationa:;
umm‘u\- abko previocusly furnishud s Lrue
che talked to Frank WORRIE was On he ALLErnoon
+ 1864, timo mot recallod. B8ho i1citerntod _
bo did nut mention the tdontitiosn ol
5oV at ais 8bop on the sorning of December 1V,

On hor gecond vistit to HORRIS® rooa on Docembory 1,
soo bumbich was o ¥riday, she cncourngod DORRIS to toll bor
::;;:n 9 m:?lgmp' B vas vhtlo she wan cChaugliag Izingn

a.n. & K at Q.o

It vas at this ¢ tmnllae:m caro work 8
at this tixs that hoe snid ono of
wes related to FHRAMK DB LAUGHTE o

2,7 3575) w cm.
former policeman and Goo o deputy sherify, _
Sho related t ; onal k:mvlanso! j\ - -
During the 1os nvorsation -

he buraing of tho shop o

HOHRIS had previcunly anmun_tqge_?: R

' : i » Do algo renarked that €
- was because of tho trouble
- wvith DE IAUCHTBR's wife., _
‘ | BMITH ves qmaeiunoa concersing the condition of e
HORRIS on Decenbepiiy. 1964, nnd she related thnt he conuld talk <y
distinctly but had como Lrenthing.difficulty. Bhe was Questionsd
wiather this was prior to or subsequont to . the operation and -
she adnitied she did zot Ruow he had an operaticn other than™ -
fnrmmtgétak?mtg %"’afmgm rcom to bo “cleaned ups” 8he .. - L wé
. wer gtal t 2o spoko distinctly through Baturday, -
December 12, 10984, A ad o

jeestioned whethor she bad any .eﬁhvema-tipn’
1884, ond she said ske had - |

.  SHITH was g
with HORRIS after Pecegnhor 11, ] o
only casupl conversativn wvithiim not pertaining t the dire |

angwor to what sbo vanted to . - .

ol A < 3

had re?elved the
" > ) % £} ,

'___Date dictoted __3/33/88. - .

. [ .
- 84 DONALD B, BRLZIONT and

— SA NCINBIS L. WADD - /sgh- =
document contains neithei recommaendoliontznor conclusions lof the, FBIzit is<the propecty ol the FBl*ond . i3 looned to yous, ogencys
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d.ts contents gre.not ta.be distebuled outside your .agency
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1o addition to the above, sbo caild HEORRIS conld in
&ffémnﬁxgm on Docenbor 12, 1984, drink juices withaut:
Bue <0 « Bhe spnid he did ot respond very W

on Sunday, Dscembor 13, 1864,

Sho further related that she vas told by LAGRA SCOTT
; Shat tbo latter snd hor family, who live oo FLfth Streot, were .
- among tho firat persons to arrive at the acese of the fAre PE L,
at SOARIS' ohop and at that tins saw HORRIS iying on the
gmund at the Hillups Statios and sav him toksn to tho hospital.

SUITE was quostioned vhother cho hod told ARyoRe -
othor than tho FRI that sho hagd Anformation regarding the
porsons regponsible for the burning of BEORBIS' ghop. She )
stated that sho bad ¢old oo one of this tut tho BBI and .
Father THONTSON. Sbho wag confronted with the information
that sho had told other persons ond she said sba does not know
vho thesoe permons oight be,

She furthor rolated that she uss the mnid regularly
mw to the whare %0 3 g 2 ) Sba aanid aks
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‘sation and he would werely osy "Ub huh" to questions asked © -
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Irs. MAKTHA BARNES, #4 College Nill, Motclics,
niesipaippl, furnisted tha rollou1n5 edditional information;

aring the four aighte she sttendied FRANK MORRIS
at tho hospital in Yerridey, aftor he wao burned, the bed
wns nover cranged while she was on duty. Apporently the
bed waa changed after shoe left in the morning. She remsmbered
seoing & Nepgro miid in tho Lospital corridor and in the
doorwdy to HORRIS' room occasionslly in the wmorningd, bafore
ghe left, tut cho nover eaw this waid inside the room.
She described this maid ae short, in her 30's and wearing
a uniforn which she believed was blue denim, She did not
gggustho m214'c pams and did not roccsnize tre name DELLA

on Friday mmrnins, arter the first nignt ehe.waa-
on duty at the hospital, sho left at abocut 9130 AN. MORRIS®
step-mother arrived late, exploining thet oshie had had to , :
take care of her husbend. The bed bad not been chenged -
at the tirpe she left, She remembored that bofore she left -
that morning, the doctor came in and looked et HOKRIS. .
Ee 816 mot say anything, mercly shaking his head and -
leaving.- ¥hetn she came back on duty Pridasy night, MORRIS .
had a tube ia his threat. .¥hen she come on duty Saturday .
night, ho aleo had a tube in hio dbladder. After the tube ' '
-was in his threat, sbe never heard him carry on & conver- -, '

v

of him; B8he recalled that on Thuraﬂay night ang Fridny nighb
nis breathing was fairly good, aithough after the tube © .
wag insexrted in hia throst she wonld coccasionally have to
suction the mucous from his mouth and from the cube during ,

- the night so he could dbreath becter.

She recalled that on cnn night arter ube came
onh duty, two police officexrs came in to visit KMORRIS, .
She bo 1eved this was Thursday anight, the first night she
¥as on duty and that it wasaround 9300 or 10:00 PY when they
came in, - She 44d not lnow who they were, but sosumed they

——~wurs—ivc8t‘ierriday otftcefs" "’hDy—uarw—uressed—tn—untruraS“';'
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and wvore .guns, GCno was aboud 547", the other tallor. She
could not furnish sny further depoription. S8he was in the
room when they entered, but ohs loft while they telked to
HORRIS. Befare she left the room ghe heard one of them
£ay, “TRAHE, remomber uhen ws bIought you in -~ . ¥
It wa2 at this point tho officers loocked At Ler and, feeling
they wonted to taik to FRANX in private, ste left the room.
The ofiiceérs remained anly & few miputes,

JR
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Yesriapy, laulalans,

3
mu_ crfficar,
ralios partmant, as rfollowms:
99 *28 oa patrol cduty witd Orticar YINNY LOFTIN
oo the aight FRANX MOLNS® sboo shop vao buried. Ho wan
vorkiog the ©:00 p.a. to ¢:00 a.n. sghirt. Ho firat
otperved tho fire whom thoy reachod the iutarpection of
telasare anc €th Stroet as thoy approacted the interscetion
going cast ob Doelasore. Tutg interncction is sovernl blocks
goath of BORKIS' shop on 4th Street. Thay imnsdietoly drove
soyth an dth Strcocot to the shop, where be noticed glans OB
¢be streot ip front of the building sand floxes insido the
puilding. Bo did not choerve pnyone in the vicinmity of
tho butlding ot that tize. They continuned about o hol¥
plochk portih on 4th Strgeot to tho Gillups otetion
go they could call the fire depariment. t cut -
of the cav to sale tho cnll, dut stopped when be.B87
FRAHZ FORRLS running acresp tho enpty lot vLetwoen his
gtore gnd the sorvice staticn, coziog townrd the patrol
CAY . - R LT
: HOARIY wam aimocst uaked, and whgt 1ittle clothisg
o5 sas on fire. Ris hatr sas eplge on fire when - o
firgt oaw him. IOFFIN Lod also got gut of the oar -
apd reached SBORALE first, and wns tepring off the tuxsing -
rexaing of BOBRIS' clothing, which appesred to consist a
only of the top - bond of hie uadershirt and the waistband
o2 his shorte, . ‘ o e
. BORRIS told thon thatv twe white men had goured
gasolive dn ko oliop snd hed throwa regs on the grsolline, |
and that. ¢no of 1he men Hpad a ghotgun. Lo teld then he Sid
=0t Bpow the sen, dad be did nok 2urnioh way desgription

cf then. He Jid uot go inio sny mors dotail sboot mhiet
. EEppened, and they dis not havo an tunity to auostion
haic forther about 4t, as tkoy imwodinteoly put diw e tho
. patyol éar and fook Lim to tho hospitel. - DBefore lepving |
- tho sorvice statien, called to tho service station’

attondant ard told o ¢ceil the fire degartoont. ' - ,
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l;:ontcd bo cnd LOPFIN Lad pasnod by tho ghoo
L to 50 ainutes bofore tho firo ond hnd otzervod
nooae 14 tho vieintity of tha ahop at that time. Thoy did
00t obzorve &ny percons on foot or in antomobdbile lcaving tho
vicinity of tho abnp ap thoy approachod the firec. io notod
that izcodintoly prior to arriving at tho fire, they hed
beon potrolling tho area of town voot of 4th Streot sand

of tho fire
q £1led in

therofory any porsons fliéeing tho vielinit
would a0t bavoe boon ocen: 4y thom Af theoy
agother dirgction,, .

. [Iatoteo bo nad po booviedgo as to tho 1dentity
of tho too @on vho burnod the abop, and ho counld offer no :
suggentions ap 10 wvhy fhey <id St. o know of no incidonts
is ubich NDRRIS wa involved that would bo likaly to caune
apyono 0 Fasirt to such an gct. fio eold ko Bnd hoard
rumors thai KOURIS bad boen conpocted with tho HALCP at
oo tiwe. IHo muid ho hnd never honrd of HONRIE baing
Anvelved with any vhito wopon, oor had ho bhuavd any
rumory that he aight beve beon hnodliing dopoe.

gmember secing anyono _
the vicinity of

' ?t}}?, i B dicd not
othor thaon the service station attendunt in
the fire or tho porvice otatn when thoy arrived at the
goene. No d1d not notice any Regroes stonding by Joo's
Frait Bgene evhon ho got cut of tho patrol cari hovover,
heo anid biv anttention wng directsd townrd cnlling tho
£iro tuent and to PRANE ROARIS, after ho sow,him,

#nd bo could uot otato thero vero mo proplc in that location,
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Ferriday , 1<uisl

~Molice Ortteer,
Tas taforaod af thc idontity oY the

police Lupartz=cat,
intervieving AQOnts. Boe was inforuvd by EA LELMONT that he
oas Lot rcquirced to waso apy statesent, thaot he might cossult

en attormey LOfOoroc oabiag o statemcat, and that any statoment
ho 5ado could bO vscd 2gainst hia LR & court of lavw..
Ho forco or thrests vere mrde to induce him tO nAkC & Statc-
moat. L furnished tho following information freoly and
volontarily. B :
., The informetion ho hrd previocusly furaished about
whoro he' and TIREY LOVPIN were just prier to observing the
fire st FLANK HORREB' shee ghop was LncHrrect., 0o hed not
told exuctly what they had boen doing bocaule they hnd =
friopd in tholr patrold car with then, which thoy were net:
suppesed to 4o and ho felt they yopld ot 4o trouble it he
had told this. -He stated fie had folt this weuld oot have - .
sgsisted the investigetion of the £iré anybow, but #hat wos . <7
tant it wos knowm, b mavld willipgiy fuysish the full dotedlls..
b2 stated he hoped this would not be made huoen. to the (hled :
LOATIN wewe.

of Folice and the. Moyens, . ‘
. ndvised that prior to the Zire he cod’ _
T _Dh s 0Ol ¢ & 3= IS myorrsmos A4 AN Al & iﬂn‘& .. .
d}r’mé, DR
this ‘was zt .
3 { tﬁsms‘ -

: : A2 Ais way fres GOTE.. He eoctimated :
abmt 1:00 A1, Shortly thoreatter, dwve girig thoy Roow caud
st of the Idunge of the King fetel, iscated st thaot interaec
Troy got In g 1igbt gracg _dark greon 1881 Chowrcist.. & - i

and LOPFIN, with 46 the back seet of the pateal |
car, follosed thoe glris Gut the hiphway is the direstion of ~
Yidalin, with LOSTIN drivicg. Thoey 3oot sight of the - ' . ;o
girls' car, and while attompiing to locate their car, IAFFIS.
drove tho potrol car south o2 the Vidalin Highway pest the -
Bidway Loungs. Hot soeisg the gizls® car, they torosd around
and beaded Back tovsrd Ferviday. Beforo arriving in town thsy ,
torned sronnd again and drove some distaace back toward L
Vidalis;, 9till looking for the girls® ompr. Aftér a showt ¢ - -
tlme, thoy déclidod they hnd lost the car, =o thoy agais
tursed around and peturned to Foreiday. .- . - e

 Btrocts,
up dn bis oax,
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As they resctied the iotorcecticn ©Of Imlaware and
caxiug 1080 Ferniday, thoy caw the firo, aud Lhoy
‘M £irc amd on to tho Billups
as ho hnd previounly

ath Srvoes,
thes praccodod to tho acend of
Survice Utagion to cull the firo @@purtsant,
mentionod. Stated the infarmation he had provicasly
4 fran this puint an was corrout, oxcoapt
ons with thoo and 7odo in the frout
O nftor

wben thoy todk FRIARK MORAII to tho
aloso roturncd with the
They lator droppod ory

aocopital.

they loft 1

sovorol blocks fyran tho polico otation on tholr roforn to
tpo otatica, po tho Chiof would not €90 ho had boun riding

with thcm,
otatod b folt NMOAIS was in his right mind
tho tvoe vhito mon who oot fir0o ¢to Win
y .

wnon ho tﬁ\ aboat

ochap. Thic information vas furnished by WOARLIS ohon tho

fAret picked bhinw up /' and corouto to tho haspital. MORRIS told

theas that two whito ron vnre An hie shop, ono pouring Zasoline

and throving rags.  Whes ROARIS stuok his hoad out thoy

thyow @ 'gun on him and tald him to got hic bond back Anside.
snld BORRIS did uot go 1nto fusther dotail, bLut ho

;Etmmd from this that the two wen woxo inside tho shop
oed that MORRIS hm/l boan in his yoom dAu back of tho vhap..
Fm’mwa 1o is mot rolatod in ony way to VRANK
on LAUGITER, Doputy for tho Congordit Parinh fhoriff'c O2fice
at vidalia, Louis fonn. [le atated ho veed to bo quito
frxlendly with UE LAUGDYER, but o 1oy epsociatod with bhin
and hus little rognrd for him. | odvigoed ho had

EX dizsrreenaat betucan FRANE HOBRIS and

nover heard of o
Doputy FRABE DE
advined thnt on the night of tho fire ho

iressed in thoir usunl uniforus, whito shirt
e etated that ho ad LOYTIN had nothiny

ard LOFTIN woro

and bluo troumdrs.

to do wvith sotitiang tho firo, prd bo pointed cut that it would
hardly bo 1likely that LORRIB wonld coxo to them and got in thoir
patrol car right after the firc 12 he tough they bad sot tho
firo. Ho wag uandlo 10 suggest anyono who night be involved

o ptarting tho fixo.
oxphatically deniod thnt ho was involved in

; ;;o burning of FRANK LORRIS® shoo ahop.

59
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TRONAS IIDEXY LOFTIN, polive offtoer, Farriaay,
ocioiam, Police Dupartmont, cdvised as follows:
8c vas on patrol duty vith Officer ‘
on the night FRAEK SMOKIIS was buraed. Re hed nty
ﬁum como

at 8:00 p.aa. 8Aa wOTrxed until 4:00 8.8., aud
on daty &t 0100 p.s. and sorxed until ¢:08 8.®.
2 and tho 1:00 p. B. to 8300

gltornates lelweso thng ghif
p.-n, shirt,
8o asa[____ Jtirst motived tho fire ot about

;40 s.m. on the coraing of the fire. o vas not cortelm
of tho time ard eould oply give mn approxisation. Waen :
they firotl odserved tho firo they wTere at tho latorssction )
of 4trh Street arnd Dolaovere titreot, hanving just patrolled | -,
along HMissicsippi Bircet to 10th Street, then to Dolaware
Stxeet to 4th Btroct. At that interseoction, LOFTIM, wio
vag driving the patiol onr, asv the fire ascvaral Hlocks

- He iscedistoly”

acrth of the Lotersection on 4th Strees.
drove to tho scope, pulling up in front of FRANK's sbop,
He paaced there mongatarily,; bul did’ _
35ld his to grive -

ghich was gblaxze.

fol okgosve anyone ip tho aresn,

on €1 the BDillups gervico station Jrst porth of the shoe!

ghop so thoy covld call the fire departmont. o aovted g ‘

that-the radio dilspateher goes off duty 2t 103100 H.a. and LT

it was therefore rot possible 2o potify the fire deparxtment ;- 7

[_____lget T

B Be,hgé ' V. i o

by yadiv. )

Tron srrivisg 2 tho sevyida otetion, |
out of tho ¢ar and asked the siation asttontiant i
called the fire gegariasat, and the stiendant £314 no.
LOFTIR then got ocut of the gar, asd ga 5¢ 4id 5o be .o
obperyed & gronmy ef Begrees otandikg across the street 3
iz freat of Joe's Pruit Btand. e estimatsd there.weras - o

_-ptout eighit %o ton ef fbem, Pul he glonced at fthemonly . .
briefly and 436 ot pemsuber =kd any of theon @ro. Immediately
aiter Giis ho sov FRAVK BOSRIS runsing acvems the eopty ot . -
Poivess hlo shoo shop apd tho Billups scrrvice statiom, | T
it was bis rpecollection . - 7

" coming toward the patrol car. 4
thnt ong of the Negrees in the group acrosz $B0 streot

. _File# KOL8TH285
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b |
reamried THOU (HAIC WS Lomcoms On f1rv, ARd 1t wvas tRow bo
cpv BOARIS Conluy towerd the patirol car.

HERIS coe practically naked, with only pwrtons

of bis uacdernhirt aboulder sti:ap end tie waisthand of bis
skorts rexiinaiufg, excopt for cuveral swuamll garticles of
clotixing stuck to hip . Thoso pleceas of ciothing wero
burning cnd hin Patr wns burning, and LOYTIN ran to im
and otoppod Lio just as bLe renched tho streot near the patol
car, and ho tore off the burning pilescs of cbthing frua
=2oanl1s’ body. EOXANIS appmm to o brdly burced all over

his &ody, end in touchinz his ckio LOFYIN obmervod it waa

hord &nRd erustod.

PDRRIS told LOPTIN ond| !nmt. two whito men
zad btecn in bis shop, that one was rouring korosono fron
& ean in the shop and that ho then threo a Tag on the
peronene, while the other man hold & pusp shotgun. EIGRIB
told thexs be told tho wnn to gtop pouring Roroscns, wWherespon
tho s eith the shotgun t0ld him £o got back inside or ho
vould blow Lis heoad oxf. IORRIS mlso reoarkod that thoare
ay bave been a third man in £ cmrr outside. LOFTIN ssked
his 12 the wen Lond poured kerosene on hino and heo sald mO.
IOFTIA acsked him wh6 the pen wore -aud -ho sid be did =ot
&uow pned that it ke did know ho wonld tell him,

- LOEPIR m%m 2OZRIS inGo patrol car and
drove o -the Ferriday tl.
EORRIS did mot: selabozxate further as to chat had bazrs:e:ned.
1OTTIR aoted they woure concerned with the immedinte
of goiting him t0 the' ital and thorefore Aid mt
goastior bin furtker what had Gceurred, and the
resarke enée by HORRIS vero not explored further. EOERIS
414 nwot fedicate whiore he mao when he discovened the med
in his shop, and he ¢i¢ oot Lurnishepny descriptisn ol
thow. Then ke vomardod that there aay hove beoen o thlrd
zan in & ear owtsido, bhe <id not soy thaot Lo sav the =on

oxr the <ar, wﬁﬁm&amzmym@mam;mnme
ehon he $irst obtserved tm, %&e assamhsmanttm

_aem imsilde the 81:99
when they srrived at tho mmtal,l'___::\ma

BORRIS insido; rersining oaly somo 30 to 4D soconds,
Quring wh.tch time LOFZFIN ohllcd tho Vidslia Pollce Doparinent
and asked notify the firo de;;artmat josFerriday.
10FTIN aud then drove back to the fire. By this
ek wms- thmandannmaswofpeoplebsd

tize the &
mtbmfod, mxucmg veluntear firezcn, ¥
56
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LOFTIN statod that ohen thoy had firot approsched
tho DeCGo 0f tho fire, firo was coming out of the windown
of tho sbop. Bo had oo recollection of sceing DLFOAO
snlking or running away 2yon tho scene, oF of apy car
ariv oway froa or in the vicieity of tbo shop as he
had first spproanched 1t. Ho estisatced thoy had
chop ¢n potreol pot msore than aun bour bSofare
cae the fire, amd ho had ohserved no onc loitoring

they
aroubd tho shoe shop at that timo.
1OFTIH stated EOESA1S hnd pot told thew how g‘:’e

2155 wvno sinrtod after tho mon poured the keroseme.
dig oot rocall olasrvinz a korosene can~in the tulilding
or vicizity of tho Budlding. Do gtated tast sfter tke fire
=03 put out, a caso af 14 pintas of vhiskey, esch pint

individunlly wrepped in vowepaper, was found in the shop.
his whisikoy wvem being retainod at the polico station.

LOPIIN staled the area coverod by the police
patrol s restrictsd to the city liwits of Ferridey, and
thoy did 0ot poatrol os far ap thoe reoidontial dovelopmaat
located outsicdn Ferridpy botweea timt city and vidalida.

- LAOFTIH statod bo could Gdank of Bo YOASOR WY

this was done to HONRIS. o wns pot sware of cuy troullo
Patvecn HORNIS and aayosno @loo, elther white or <olpwed.
Bo did not hnow of BORBIS participating in eny pro-inte-

gration activitics..
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THAS SIDREY LOFTIN, 2ls0 kaown as Tiuny lLoitin,
police Orficor, Farriday, Louieiona, $olico Departwest,
w2s iaforaed of tho idontity of tho imterviewing Axents. Ho
vae tofariwd by SA BrIMOHIT that Lic did sot have tO gnswer any
Quesitions, that he might consult a lagyor bofore making any
zipd of sStatcmest, and that any otatezment ke nade could be
vsed agatnst bim in a court of lav. NoO force aor throris wre
nade to ioduce him to make a statcoont. Ho fursished tho
folloaing ipformation voluntarily and of his own reo will:

- . o otated the information b rey

furnished as to when and whoere Le and S
werc when thoy snw tho ghoe shop of M § on fdre - o0
and what transpircd efter that wag correct. Bowover, tho - .
information he previously furnighod aboot whore -they had BoSR - .
Jest prior to svoticing the fire was ipcorrect, and ho bad -
Zailed to advic®w thae ves s third person with thom, He statod

tho following was ®int had actusily transpircd bofors tho firs:

. Zome tims hofope thoy sSaw the fire, he and
were parkod at the intorsoction of Louisians and 4th Stx eot,
& major intersction in Ferriday where they gxequently pzd. .
tian patrod

to ohsorye traffic. Phey wore An o white 1985 Fon
who arives

car. Lo B
s Eruch jor Rolegunm Dakery, camo by in his 1861 Ted Chovrolst -
Ippala, on bhis way hows Fros work. stopped t5 tall _
@ith them, as he frequently docs. Uulke Bo wes tslbizg to them, - -0
twd glrle they knew came out Of the Xing Hotol Lovnge, .
iocated ot that intexsestion,’ Ooc was KSTHER (Last Hams . ..
Poknown) aud who ot one timc siayed at the Kieg Hotel, sud
the other was SARA BRIYE, of Jopeayille, iovisiapa. The - .
giris got in & cor by Shemeoives asd drove ia-the dirsetien” - -

AN
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d@ccidcd to ece wherv po ris eere .
amd Mlbunh.cxacututu?mw cu:u:::
e Che Viarlias figh ioasing for thoe girles®
car. MIFOIN o= @riviung tho patmrfn cer. Thoey gol as fur
. lacatod abaut four miles socuth Of

Surriday o0 tho Vidalis . Yhey hud pasaosd tho girls
ad tho ®way Gut there, and they then tarued arocund and Arowo
ack tcEard Forriday, ecailn lookipns tO 8560 Yhore tho girls
hod gans. They last track of tho girls, SO they turmed
arountl azails ond gent south on the Vidalis Highway 28 far
as Blackioc'a Lounge, shich §3 a miloc ar 80 past the dway
Losngo. Thoy otill Aid not mec tho girloc® car, 80 they ‘
turned sroucd and drove hagk to Ferriday. \

Upoa rcaching the Antosecsction aef 4th Stroot pnd
Dolawvaro cu the odgo of town, they ahserved the firo ahead
of then Go 4th Street. LOPFFIN ot first thought it was tho
Billups SGrv:!.co Station, bt as they got closor ho sav 1t wms
YRAHE EORRIS® shoo shop. A5 thoy passed tho ghcee shup, HOFTIN
poticod glaas 1n the street An Zront of tho shop and obhsoerved
that the 24re pppoared to ho upraing throughout tho

intericr of the ahop.
infaroaticn ke had proviewsly
roached the

10pTIN stated tho
AT hetoe thoo-
a1l the firc dspartzment was

furpished os to what tya
Blllups Sorvice Station o
carroct, ezcept thot[ — — — ~ —  —  |swmained with tham
and got into the fyont Eent ol £EGy pot PRANK KMORRRS in
tae back seat. [ accompaniced them 20 the hospital
and then oreod with them to the fire,. Tiih rogpeck o

rpation furnished then by FRANE EOARIS, he stinted

2 told then ibis as they sere enroute to the bhosplital.
wapieg wp apd down

t2e informa

gﬁ 5224 that glzhough MORRIS was sort of 3

wken ho reached the car after coming out f

<f his chap, B9 cexplained shout being cold, he tal o

raticnally and sppearcd to Mmow shnt hoe whs sgying. BS atated
. he conld not recall the exact words BEORRIS usad,

taat al
-he got mm that =isn BOMRIS snld he gaw the o
men 1o hig shop, KORRIS hnd coms ont fyon bis liviog gquartexs

8t the rear of tho shop sand dad surpriscd thos, ami after he
oteerved (aepan posrdng hordsene and told him to atop, the otiere
zan podnted a shotgun ot him and. told him ¢to get hack in, probably
meaning ¢0 got_back in his ldving guarters. . 0 .
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LAFTIN stotead ae a0t icad NURRIS ens bloedi.y an

biy arws acd feot fras the Lurus. U® aaid ho did ot
potice VDELDer a particn @f Guo of his fimgors uvas wiseing.
esre vearing thoir sregular

LOYTIN statod ne m
palice uniforus Gn tho night ., Which consiatcd
of white ahirts ang blue trousars. LOFTIN vap not
hat that aight, ao b0 coldans woare 1t. Eo tbwbtwn
fhiad his hat in tho car but vae amot vearing it.
LOTIN adviged he nnd jJporo not invalved
in tho buraoing, s2sd ho had no inforcation a3 to tho idontity
of ¢ on0 who did 4¢. fo statcd the raason ho
aond | had not provicuely furnishod corrcct information
abavt whoro thoy vare just before the £iro wae that thoy
kaow thcy would got in trouhlo with tho Chiof of Pelico and
Ekncon thoy had saxeounce riding with
follcuing tho two girls, o stated

- She ¥ayor Af At becaro
thom and thnt thoy vere
had lcst track af tho girls before thoy
thoy did not nar whore tho girls had gane,
<4

fansxuch ¢5 thoy
roturned to togm,

thoy mag: havo gone to visit o DOy LSTHER
ing with vho lives on the Uississippi EBiver

but e susproted
noticed tho time when thoy

hnd Boon runn
rosne Vidalia,
LOFTIN stated ho bed not
rirat octoorved the fire, but ho had provicusly shought it was
aftor 2:00 4%. Ho statod ay bost he could receall, sbout 15
botwoen thoe timo they laft the
dnd 4th Stroot Foallcdnz . ths twoe

$0 20 minutes tr
" dntorsoction of Looistana
they returasd to toum and obwcerved tho fivo.
tetion of observing any cnteaadiles

girls and the time
fic advised ho had no racoll 1% -
oaving the vicinity of tho Fise s thoy approachod 4t on thelsr
| 414 2ot roturn to the
£irst took hin

way boek into gomn, :
. LOFTIN mtated ho and|

boapidal to sco or tallkr to BURRTS Sfter thoy

thore.  LOFFIN 2tLCRILy donicd that Ro was involved in any

Ry with tho i of BORBIS® shoo ghop. )

| Tho following dsscriptian of LOPTIN was obtatncd

Shrough chocrvation and interview:




h.,.,'.—34210

-~

4
NO 157-3255/gml

Race
Sex
’ Age
" ‘Date of birth

[N

,Height

‘Height

Eyes

Hair

Complexi on
Build

HMarital status
OCcupation

DocId :21396151

White
Male

24

June 28, 1640
ﬁattiesburg, Mississippi
5.8!'

177

Blue

Reddish blond

Ruddy

Medium

Married

Patrolman, employed since

October 15, 1964
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aha 3"y Truck drivoer

1
—
lﬂu‘j fwuniahsd th fol-

and ruoicanl oYf
jooiluss inforanticoa:

1084, aftar Do
oun and sawvw

On the aight of Decambar 5-=10,
parked An
th were oo duty

ned caaploted bis
LLFT1N anad
their patrol cor acar ol .
end in thoir usuol anifornms conaisting of whito shirt,
black tie and bluo tryoussrs. 4s ho frocgueatly doos, ho
in0 tho bock ©cat of tho patrol car and bogan tnlking
e cstimntes this was cowotims butucen 123130

, v - got
! @ith thea.
s.m. 8vd 1 n.o., Docember 10, 1964. Scuetins thoreafter
tovo girls, ESTRER, lnost oomo unkeowvn, and SARDA DARITT como
heisr enr
Lornin -

cut ©f the loungo at tho Xing's Hotol, got into t
At this point

o agd ownxd Videlia, louidiana.
and ided to £ollou shem to sco whore ithoy vers
I going, BO ¢ out tho Vidalinm highuay. OSouwd 41stanco
: out LOFPIN, vho was driving ths patrol car, doccided to
. pess the girls and nfter doing so thoy loat sight of thodr - N
- hondiights. IAFTIP turncd tho patrol car arcumd ot the ©. ¢
Hidopy Lonnge co the Vidalia highwoy and precseded back - - - -
toward Forridoy io sm effort to ngain locate thoir car. R
- Before thoy reachod the Forriday ity limits, thoy decided -
thoy had again missed tho girlo eo again turned around
and sravelod at a high rate of speod back in L o
of Vidolin. This time they drove to Blachie’s Louuge befera -
thoy decided o quit looking for the girls. LOFFIZ agala - °
turned tho car arcund srd drove at & high vate of spesd -
back towprd Forriday. He bad slowed the patrol eay dosn
and o8 they reachod the iutorssction of Delaware dvemua at -
Fourth Stroct, thoy nll czv @ 2ire shoed. Fros tho angle thoy
wore approaching, it appanred tho Billups -Servicoe Staticn on
Fourth Strest vss oa f£irve, but as they got nearer, ey Sav
‘4t wao FRANK MOBRX3® ghoo skop. ’ o
Fhoy pulled up in front and otopped wonoatarily.
. - . } R . . . ~

" - ) . . - N % , ‘.. . “ ..' ) . .
Filas. . HRO 167-3235 _

“1
<

Porriday, In,
‘ 2/1/66

! .

2 On. B/MBE
.- 94 DONALD R, BELSONT S
ey :

*_Dote dictoted _
LYY n.-al'uln o . youl

SA EC INNIS L. WARD
o (ot the, k8L o
L. ! '

-

.
"
. by
o . - .
“Ihis Jocument onlgins sinedher tec o mmendahont-nor concturany of 'he FBI it »n° the propetly

Hana '\ contenn gre nol1o be dislrbuted outsade your Dgenty
.
.
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Duriog this tise he sisarved to froat uvindov of the
sbop nd DlOPD Gut 12to tho siroct and firo peemad to
txnb:;n;.g :11 ovart;hoaixlnerscr of tho shp. Asa m;
pa orards o inps Sorvice Staticon to cald
tho firo dJdorartaont, bo obssrvod n oar trotting and
ctumbliag toUusrd tho scrvice statica. This man wne about
ten yoarde Zzom tho tuilding mad crossing theo
vacant car lot Dituatod botwoon HORBIS® shop and the
porvico &tatlom. The san appoared to ba on fixre snd
smoll plecos of cozeothing afiro werse dropping off hiw
oato the ground. Uaethar this was particles of clothing
or Furniog ZTleasd and sX3in, he Cocs not Xnow,

By tbho timo thoy zoachad the ssxrvice statiocs,
on fire had raesched the station, and LOFTIH oud
rad O him and sasistod hin inte the bock zeat ot

1 cav. o, tnd oved up the f£xoald

tko potrol car. Dodore. gotting in the oaw, ROEUS

geat
zocossary for anycus to.ond oo ong 4id put

_Ho loohed at the man o
_The sight of bis in this

FRANE MOSRIS. 9 :
with shin deagling from Ads body,

did oot loek ot hiw again, |
Taoy progceded toward the hnspital and wa roule
Tas saying “Oh, I4 prayiog. e siso
omo white won pouving something but 44 not
|was too upsst over the incicant to
8¢ w0 spid. He did opy somothing about tuo

fora® and tals

HORRYE v
Sometaing adoutk

ot2.

Do
of
vas 207t Of Jumping ap and down. Ho wag oo longex Wuralag
and 1% ey nok m ] .
' aaﬂ renlized it was
5 gongition, Llesdieg

B CORQGIEIOn, >
[ ]sick and he

aaying
Af$cr renching the tal,
ing the hospd .I:_I‘ ] o

Afscr
EDRRIS into tha cumorgexncy roon aod 3
cd o popbor ol Persoas

then drove buck to tomm and dropped

went £o the fire at which tico he o
wero at thoe scesuo by this timo, and tho £2ire doportoeat was

Y

fightiag 220 fire.
dmong those whon be sav at tho five was|

eployeo at tho papesr m1ll, sho was drunk ned atterpting to
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¢t in tho firo fighting. Fire WOURILE mnﬁ\mmm ;-
i® e whito malg,

STE e b ron, Sl in TR e e
bowut & o - 114 ro3 ? 4
Ao and has baiding blond batr. °ly 33 yoara ©
o doces wot rocall socing anyone oa tho atreot

at the tizo thoy firvat discovercd the £ime and saw RORRLIS
yroaaing t© $ho BAIVico station. Eo also did RO GO {07
car ing tovard Videlin, Louisiann, oS thay word G-
turning to Forridny Just prior to assping tho 2iro.

s34d ho uns wearing his txuchk driver's

gpiforn gt tho tioo of above inoldent vwhich conwists of
white sdArt and Blue trouzors.,
‘ Jis & wnite snle, age 29, 60T, 245
poands, black erew cut bdair, groy oyes and ruddy complexion.

Ho does not kuow who os rosponsible for the £iro
and bag av further information coscosolng thoe fLirs.

L)
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hhy A9l

I eToary

was advin

follouing inforcation wes t.zmxuhed by
Ile advised that FRAYX MORRIS and he late ¥Noumn one

another all of the latter‘s 1ife. They have hmd sona socoial

1ifc together. -
Kk one or tuo trips a year. I't had
to Houston in 1953 when the latter had
asion MORRIS estayed

ccompanteduw

to go to Texas on business. On

by bhimaelf in the AjJapo Hotel, &belleven that the

purprose of post of the trips taken by MORRIS was to obaerve
8snops orerate. HORRIS returned to lYerriday

how
with L
. gaau FORRIS between 8:30 9130 pem. on
the 1 51 MORRIS came to abore ’
loft Ferridsy Lor Natchez v:.a .

“the night of

to buy groceries.,

his hame .1u_nnea:.abe v enr- MOHRIS left tha ‘store.
that he cansidered

[ ]aia not observe anythlns

tznusaal or susplcious around MORRIS' store the night of the R
fire. e ‘recalled that HORRIS' red and wnito GMO or Chevrolet .
was parked on the vacant: useﬂ car lot next to B‘EORRX»‘ shoe st

shop during the fire. ot
At appmxiazately 1 a. m., Bécember 10, 19611, o
1eft Bzatehez enroute to- Perriday in his stake-body trou C
¥nen he was approximately two miles cub of Vidalia towards : 4
Ferxriday, driving 35 to 5 miles per hour;,; he noticed acar ., <« .
coming. towards him from the directicn of Ferriday av.a high -
rate of speed.. As 1t passed him be noticed that it was. o
.-uhite Ponbtlac, He continuved to observe 1t through his side .
mirror after it passed him,. Knew that: it wasn't -
FRANK ‘DE LAUG 's car, but he observed Tl

Deputy Sheriff's
what appeared to be a rga 1ight on the top of the ear.

. S S . T ’ ‘
. Natehes, Migs. - L fle*  _§o3ysposey .t

15,/65 L —at—
snwmmsncoummssm and . ;“-(;”d S
ate diclate ,___l_%___.

3A ﬁmmm - /o ﬂ':
nent centa.ns redher -.commmdehom Aot concius.ons of the FRL.Io. the® property ol.the FBI and looned 10-your cge
anteats are Aot 10 be d.s'ibuled aulsnde your ogency .. - ot R T N R R S IR
' v e P . * . . N . . .
R \V 6 . . ’
. . . ) ) ~ L.
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2
spoed of %3 tu 35 Blles jer Do r. Thia &P Passed s R
Alneet 1Eesdlstely Clorvatier tamd 1o aluve uf “<xawsn vl l'w
g <f the Peay . W G (BF® conivyg TYvyw
an end s wadlights 1ii.mirated
hey cau.l~3e-l that 1t uas tie shite

[ ma-a

tne oppoailte direct

the oide of the car. ’ .

Fontiae veed dy the Farridey A < T aisd it

there were three occu o, [ !lﬁﬂ Arixioe

oo tn Che passenger side and an unknoun unite a w na

s blue levi jJacket was sitting on the back 5e-$u"t;'1'—_ﬂ
» other

wap vcaring his rolice officer's uniform >ut

policeman was not.
Approximately five nminutes clapscd frum the time
obaorved this car going toward Vidalia and ite

return to the above point of contact.
At approximately 1125 or 1:30 a.a., %

approached the Ferriday city limits. As he reac he i

last ourve before Ferriday he noticed a red glou &n '.ha

His £4irst thought was pat WILL BANEY's plg

sky.
on‘qﬂ.re. He parlr.ed his truck
across b g : T
standing _ and near e late
: A BY deSc G Hs Tenognized one of these
men as a past bay rrienn of om GRAVELIE and e resident of
pened and they repliecd

Natchez. Ho asked thoce meén what had
"Some old nigger mas walking out of tha buntung that
dj.dn't. seem to be in hig: right wing. ‘Ehay had to take him

to the Billups atation t.o put him out.”

" The idenutiaa of "they” » tho persons wno bad
token fo tho Billups statlion were not known to

‘'had the impression that these tuo men had ceéen
0. go or be taken to the Billups station.

Nhen mlveﬂ at the scene, KORRIS! bunﬂing
vgs still o ng no 6ng; other than the two whitesmen -
abova, and the it ot thz Billups station were. in sigm:.

that theére had boen an explosion of

' It gppeared to
some kind béfore his arrivel due to the fact that there was
brolen window glaas m the street some distance from ths

building.

The next person to come into viexe was a Regro
woman who ¢ame oot of the house adjacent to MORRIS! 'm.vnding
and ran ecreoss tho-street with what appeared to be clothea,
Shortly tbemafter other people started to leave their homes,
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AV lhle ol ,.uo aahe p~ilce war, s rilad atove,
came 1519 viee [rum 1w o tuen olile secll ' oI Pesvidey.
It pellet acr<ias t'w olreet Lixblsg ¢ Upflls frvs tle
Parviay-YVidmils tlsitway. The arlver, res
to U blllupe gas station u'd cede o ui;ﬁi.- ul;.

After the arrival of the palice car, thy rire
truck appeared. JNILH HARP was driving the fire truck amd
14 416 not sees L0 de 1in & hurry slthough it cay Mave used
1t siven and red light.

A fighting the fire for adbout five minutes
with both and tho other police officer helping with the

n the of the dullding rell out. At no timg while
&uaa present was there an explosion.

has no knowledge as to why the fire was
started or by o .

MORRIS had not been living with any partiocular
girl at the time of his death. One of his former girl
friends was very Jjealous of him because "young girls were
in his store. FPRARK PLENING, who used to shine shoss 1in
MORRIS' shop, used to talk about 4ifferent women that
MORRIS took into his back room, He has had two or thee
vomen in the past 3 to 5 years. The last one was MATTIB,
last name unitnoun. Another one was MARY, last name unknown.
In addition to his wives he had a swestheart who was & young
girl namod HINNIE, - , :

Colored people in tﬁe area talked about ong phase
of MORRIS' relationsbip with white women that could "get
him into troudble.” uWhen white ladied Grove up to his shoe
store, instead of taking the shoes through the car window,
he inserted his head:into the window on the Griver's aide,
or entered the car on the passénger side and sat next to
them on the font seat while they discussed the needed shoe
repair,

Yhen pretty white women came to his shop with
. shoes to b repaired and wern n cars, MORRIS covertly
gtared at them and winked at

_ __MORRIS? Et Men;d in the white communibty was
LLOYD PAUL; does not know why thoy were such good

el SRR
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friends. It was rumored t:hatb MOBRIS had borrowed woney from
PAUL and vé.ac; versa. nl;gg; xgisu;ea mom‘l?e;i :hogo two to three
times per . Also IS was permitt o borrow

car of PAUL's that he wanted. The two of them went to Wonroe,
Louisiana, freguently ostensibly to buy used cars. HMORRIS
drove socme of those cars back to Ferriday for PAUL.

' IS also visited Hatchez frequently. 1

' HORR
noted that MORRIS had relatives living in Ratchesz.
[T aagea that he could not recall seeing any
from Perrifsay as he approached Ferriég%v.
ars

ethey car coming
but that it was very possidle: that one or morae €
come fyom the direction of Ferriday without him recalling

them,
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JAMN: J. DINOLAN, 110 Gaape Street, RiJgocreost |
evologuout, furailuvhed the following totor-.&xou: \

o in cmpluyoed fram 0:00 Y to 6:U0 AM at the
B llyw (uw Station locatod approximately 1/3 block from
PONRIS ‘e shoo uhop. BIBOULKE hed boen on Ccuty by himsolf on
the ovoniug of Ducaabor 9, 1004, ohen the firo occurrod.

Ouo tho night of Docomber © - 10, 1984, 1t wns very
qutet. Imouvdiately bofore tho fire no ono was ohserved an
theo atroot, n condition narmnl for that timoe of night. B
At no tine, prior to tho tire, did any pols.ce officer : N
appoar at tho utation. . - R

At, or shartly bofore 3:00 AN, December 16. 1884,

SIMQLER hoard an oxploaion that gsounded 1ike a pistol shot,:

faven the vioinity of MORMIS' shoo shop. Almost immediataly

aftar this cxplasion n csr came out of the alley next to

NORRIS® Shoe Shop, turned left on South 4th Street ard headed
tovarde Vidalia - Natchex. The csr vas going very faost but -
SIMULKE did not honr the tires squehl This car was dark in
aolar, possibly biack, ond wos-a sedon. ‘»IMLKE could not - -,
furaiod any furthor description of xt. . o

Homants aftor the oar 1oft, MRIB came runns.ns .
tovury tho gag statian fram tho dirccotion of his shop. BES
was pot "on fire" at any time dut SINGLER could soe-when
ADRRYIS apprcsahod tho gas station that Lo had been badly -
bhurnod.. RIS wan totally noked excopt for the meck -
pamd sud catst band of Ais undm'wcmr. .

At almost the samR0 meAnt tb.at ECIRIS nrrived nt
the gas station twvo Ferriday City Policemen drove into the
statian. Thoy cane fruas thy oppesite direction from EOERIS' .
shop. Opo of them wag tall and always woars a lmt. The ~
other vas short and nover «care n hat. .

Ro coc also was presont at this nocpent and no ono
threv vater < MORRIS. Tho latter's only vords npol:en to the
o0 pal ivaren pee "iako wo bhaeo™. -

15483 ' Koretiday, Louisiana e 1O 18T-3253
Sd's TIDNAS )X GUIENESS, JR., axi
mmm Los N,du‘qbd 1m/53

- e Ao~y gy W - g

* e e tw e S



'.Ql'

LY

" 137-3235/hap

1Y

The two policearen loaXkod gemnnaxy stunnod .
Beithar policern oaoid anything. Ono of them apensd the
door to tho back of their cardiand GNIRIS enterod their car of
his own powar.

SIEGLER asked tho policcson 1f they know tho
telephons numnbor of tho Fire Depariment. Tho tall one
tgrmodintely rocvited this nombor.

SIMULXE moted that IOREIS was blee:um profesoly
el left trackse of blood ovarywhero he stoppod. The police—
men miGS oo oZfart to protnct tho intoricr of their cax frem
dlocd stains indicAting to SIELIXRE that thoir only ¢oncern

vas to taoke BUARIB to the hoapital.
At no time, przm-tothedcpaﬂmoftbepolm

cardidmcnaelseapmr view.
with refa*eace to the shaeemp, SIHOLER stoted
matitmvex?hrlghtimide*miitm:‘emaw
light on', <hen Zire coso out cnly through the reof and
pot tho windoys. Homenis aftar tho police left theroe was
mmmmmm BIBVTLER ohoerved that ho had
Randlcd dynmamits in s youth snd this éxplosion souxied
11k twO pounds of dynumito going off.

SIBOIER colisd tho Fire Wﬁt mmber given to
his by ‘the policamen bnt there was no snSwer. [2 then ealled
the oporator and askéd hey to éontact the Firo Depurtment.
@Pmﬂmteiy 10 ar 15 sinutes latex- tk3 Firo Dapartzmt

arrived,.
mmv&n tm&&mmxdayanddenot
heve any cnemies koovn to SIZCLER. Hp wap not kpovn to

mwMtbmmtemmm&mmtmsim
wlmwmmomtedth&medwlotmtormm

Bhos Shop. SIBOLKEB did rocently oveorhenr the ovner or
of a local Eegro rostaursnt talk about o vhite wan
in o VA Bxspital, boliovad to bo in AlaxanAdrie, lLodisiana.

nageyr
Cazoents podo by thds individunl indicatcd to SIHOLKE that
thisc viite nan hed tauzht FORRIS tho shoos dDusipess and

BORR1IS was sending him poney and oignrottes overy voeok
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: SINOIER has l1ived in Farriday sinco October, 19Ga.

mmmm‘dto;o&ntmmmum:xandhmm
hoerd of any KEXK activity in tho arca. SINOLXKE explainod
taat ho 10 o Catholic and could not thorefore be approached
by EHEX gmemberw.

After tho tvo policomon hid taken ZOBRRXS to the
bospital they returnod to the gus station fer the purpose of
cleanicg out their car. NKoither at tils time anor at any time
-. ginco did nnyono fFrox the Forriday palicao departmont
quostion hin about Ais kaovledge of the fire.
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13, Narningstar Alley, Forriday,
Ang

ago
Loussianz, w39 advised of the idcntitios of the interw
He advisnd that he and his Ixother
on the evening of Deccmber P, 1964, worked In the shoe shop |
ns the floor. They R
k and tinlshed - L

Agonts .,
of FRANKE BGIIRIS svoeeopinzg and cle
"started thie work soue tine afteor
asane timo betveen 9:00 and 16:00 P
t his nhrother, [:;{T%; swept the .
(T coal oil. .
d $.25 worth of conl cdl at. Rovgevelti's

e adv
floor and that he, popped the 21
Bo stated that he pur
Be. stated that he earried this oll

Store on 8th Street.
in a éan that was in MORRIS' shop and the can held about ane
. He stated that he put about ome helf of the conrl

otl in a . pan and used thiz; ammnt in wmopping tho .floor.
for 2!0321& £0r about two weehs Ffor about ono or two hours
asch evening cleaniog the shop. U stated this was. the
anly time they had used coal OiY eleamlng the floor. . -,
| He advised that while hé and his Drothex.were in..
the shop on that aight, a0 one crme- ;nto the shop, aor did *

v

HOEXHB reeeiva suy. belephone calls,
statod that he did not ‘wrecall seeing a large
>4

other timo,
when asked about this

oil or gas%aan in the shop on that night or at an

Be stated that on the nighthbe ecud his brothsr
wore cleaning the shop "Mr. Horrig looked 1ike somothing
was going to happen®. Estated
"He secmed hnppy about samethiag®.

kY

.
e ——— T —— o -

— - — M ———— ———

/23/88 .  Rerriday, Loujsiann
. mame & 2 voresealiiiii .

atated that B and his brothex- had warked

r
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EEET‘TF‘;:I Ago 13, Horaiogstor Alley, was o~

contacted sQo¥a a five gallom can found ia the rulps
of a.firo at Frank Morris® Shoe Shop. He adviged that ke
could not recall seeing: thie can or one similar to this ~

in PXORRIS

""shoe shop at.ony time tmsofar as he could recall.

- ~ -

_ FOIA(b)6 _ . |
FOIA(b)7 - (C) ' L o ' i
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Doie
Foerriday,
.

age 11, Morningside Alley,
Loulsiana, was adv of the 1den:1ttcs ©of the interviowing
ts, He advised that about two weeks befora the fire
t_tbo shoc shop OF FRANK HORRIS he and his brother, [ ]
started woridng for MORRIS for nbout. two hours cach
night cleaning up the shop. Ee advised that on the evening
-of Deconmber.9, 1964, tho evening before the fire . in tho shop
he and his brothor began cleanirg the shop some time betwean
aight and nipo PM. RO stated that FRANE FLEHING, the shoe .
‘sblm boy; was still at the shop when they started. ' -
He. advised that there was no one <lse xn the- snop
other than MORRIS and no one else came 1nto the shop while
FLEMING leit the shop prior to- . -
HORRXS told them

they wore thero &leaning.:
. tho time they finished cleanisg the shop.
that they should sweep tho fioor aud then clean the floor with
cozl oil. He advised that had to go tO Noosevelt's .
grocery and get soke oll) as there was pono ot the shop Ho. o
stated (that he thought zot about-2 gallen of ofl. L
poured tho o1l into a pan ood then used 4 mop and noppe -
uzed about hali
& Ropping was ﬁ.nished

S

floor with the 011, Ho thought that
0f the o1l in wmoppinz thc floor. whon .
the mop was hupg inthe shop near the rear wall. Ho advized thia
vus: thei anly time tb.ey cleaned the floor w:u:b coal oil. - <
. [Istated that.on that night he thought umt
FRM&I !E&%RIS "looked funry 1like bhe was golng to cry® He
- atated "&lx'. ﬂorris didn't tal:x much, Xike he usua.lly did"
advised txmt ne axd bhis brothexr loit the ) .
shop at about 10:00 PM and that while they vere in the shop . | -
HUORRIS did mention to him '

vl

BORRIB did not do any drinking.
thot he was tired and d4id not aay anything ah(mt oxpect;mg
anycae to visit him. .
He stated tint ke ‘did not ever rocall aee&ng a large
Ho statod that when he and

011 or, gasoline can in tho shop.
bis brother left the sbhop he did not see any cars parked ia tho
alley next to tho shop nor did ho recall seeing any ano in the

arca of tho shop.
om. A/28/68 ,  Forriday, Louisiana Ciew 1573255
‘ . SA BLABR B, LITCHEFIELD & ‘
by a‘ UILLIA' QWNBUSHISQI ["a'e Bithreg MJSNI
“."'.""“""N“'“"* e Rer .. € 4 LI ciat s ) te tE N ma, apeiny oy a ty, Cg e . o al Vi 6 e
. .75 .
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- ' L , Age 1, Ecxrn.tn@tar Alley; wna
. recontacted and shown a five gallon can thnt had Boen fo’nmi
in tho ruins of tha-fire at FRANE BORRIS' Ghoé Shop. He
advised that he bhad pover seen a can like thnt as large .
as that in tha shoe B}mp at any %time vhile in the shop. -
N ' . FoIA(p)e . -
. : FOIA(b)7 - (C) .
~ - '. ‘.
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JUni LLE, Jik., osner uf the Pic & Pac Htose,
Houth 4th Htroes, Verriday, Louisiana, vas advisod of
tho 1dontity Oof tho intorviowving agunts. The following
iofornaotion woo furnished Ly JUOHN LBN, JR.
o advisod that be haoc hnowun FRANK MOURIHS all of
his l1ife, 1n that ho vnu born and ratwod in Vorriday,
louiniann, lis statod insofar ao he knew that UOMARIO was
woll lihed Dy tho pooplo of VERAIDAY, both wvhite nnd Megro.
Ho nddod thnt 1€ thore wpno nny ano thing that could bo
said agatinst UORRIS woo that HORRIB "hnd o lot of girlfrionds.”
LEE continued by usaying that ho had heard from
tho pooplce who frequent hip store that many of the young
Nogro Vzrln who livo in the area wore afraid to go into
otoro am ho would bo qguito blunt in hin convorsition
In addition to this, LEE informed

HONRIXS

with them in rogord to oex.

thnt MORRIS wne aleo known to havo had ooxual relations with

Negro women in the bank:of his ahop.. -Bo etatod that ho had’'

not heard of HORRID bcina involvod vwith any whito women. But

thnt it vos not unusunl for HORRIES to comeo out of his shop -

and tolk to white womon cuptcaers who would drive up in R

front of /hin store. IPE paid that HUOLRIS vould coae ocut 02 PR

tho mmp mlwu o white customor would drive up and <depending <

on tho direction in which the customer's car was facing would.

oither put his heand in tho driver's window, or lean on’the

drivers aido ©f tho car. and tallk, or 1f tho ¢ar vae tocing - . .‘“.4 sl

tho ‘othor direction, 'MORRIS would open tho passengers .6ido e
v -

of the car and get in and sit nlong side of the drtver

preaumnbly to dlncusa tho repa:r o2 ehocs.
‘LEE continuea by saying that 1n addition to the

ahoc éhop. MORBIZ would also exXpross nn lntareat in- church
work, .and had mado-finny trips out of town, allegodly in.
LEE stated that HORR1S

furthoranco of this church work.
yould averago one or two trips a month for this church vwork.
LBE added that many times nftor thoso tripa RORRIS would

;611 him that ho had gono to a shoe shop in one of the citles

~ o

-
A
<

g .
!/65 - ot Porriday, lLouisiano tie® . RO 157-3235
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THONAS MCGUINNEES, JR.
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he had visited and they did or 414 Dot bave uotter
LEE anid that he knows of two

oquipoent than bo hnd.

spocific tripe that MORLIB mado, one was to livuston on
July 11,1902, and the other vaa to ¥inasor, Ontario, un
Noveober B, 1964. LB gtated that thoe rosson ho knows of

the foustad: Toxus trip was that his fathor ,JOiN LER, Sn.

dicod 10 Houston snd FRARK WORRIS had told hia that ho und

seoen his fothor bofore ho died.

In rogard to tho Windpoor, Ontario trip ho, LEB,
recetvod o post card from HORQIO, postonrked Uindsor Cntarle,
on Novamber 9, 1964, tho post card gaid that LHORRIS was
sooing a lot of 0ld friends and that ho wvas having a good
tiao. LEE did not knovw of any fricnds of NWOARIS in Cuanadn
and HOBRIS nover idontified thom. LEE said that MORAID
would mnke these'trips by train or would drive in his car
ar truck. LER soid that hotpliicvod that the trips wero
financed by profits from HORRIS's ahop, as MORRIS had no
otnor sOUrcH or inaome that he lmw of.

wn stated that in adcnuon to the trips HORRIS
also acted as nn announccer on locnl radio prograss on Sunday

LEBE .snid that NORRIS would dedicato ‘religlous

mornings.
records to the various iripnds of his in Ferriday , both
white and Nogro. LER statod that he did not know of any

Cas ‘

one objecung to thessd prograns..
LERE gtatod that MNORRIS had £01d him on one ocoasion

that ke considered himsclf to' do trnininu to becomo a
roligious prophet, LEE enid that he did not discuss this
with HMORRIS any further, but that HORBIS had told. LEE that
.whan he was young he was wild but that ho had grown o little
older nnd n little wisor..

LER stated that ano of HORRIE' good whito friends
was LLOYD PAUL, who operated the used car lot next to BORRIS®

LER hnd hoard that at one tine PAUL loaned HOERIS

shop. Bow,
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discuss the killing of NORRIS, he was of the opinipn that

720 187-328%/ub
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soney and lotor BORRIE loaned PAUL monoy
that wns the exteat of his knovledgo canceruing NOERRLS
end PAUL’e fricndohip. LEE noted that as fer as mousy
was concosrnod HOURIS comented to him whon he recoived
sozo now equipment forhis shop, that he was hroke. LEB

ndvizsed thnt he believes that this was approxiastely tureo

msonths prior to ti firo.
LW¥ith regord to any individunl 9vho axprecszod any

-
opinion' as to the possibility of violonco in connection
with tho Civil Rights problem, EZZIK AIAL, o white barber
bod said- that when nny Civil Rights movoment etarts in tho
Forriday area, that any of tho "nigger troublemnlors” whoso

identity was lenrned, sould proktably Lo frightoned into
leaving Farriday and this would stop any Civil Rights vovo-
LEE satd that he did mot give much thought to this

mont,
gtatcement at the time he heard it An that RIAL and o can~
panion of his (FNU) BATEMAN would como into LEB'es store on
many occasions ood sit and drink beoxr.

LEE stated thnt with regard to tho apparent
reluctance of tho majority of the Begro population to

this mne due to various gpupoystitrions that the Negro has

rogarding doath and violence, ond they wore afraild that
gomething had would happaen to thom 4f they hecane involvod

4n gomething which was not any of theiy bhusiness. In addition
to thefr.feaxr of bedily harm; they are also sfroid of losing
any bonefits thoy might be receiving sveh as wolfare chiocka,

LEE advised that with rogaegd to the evening
precocding the fire, Decenber 9, 1554, he closed hias store
at about 10:00 PM, he noticed nothing in the arca vhich was

Be advized that during the early

.

imuaua.l or suspicious.
worning hours of Decembsy 10, 1963, he was awnhened by a

loud danging on the door of his vosidonce vhich is located
in the rear of the store., ES ansvered the door ond wes tola
by IKE HDARTFGRD that thera was a fire ncross the strest.
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LEE sald be ran arcund to the front of his storc and sav
that UORRIZ” slore was an five. He ran back arcund to his
house, hooked up a garden hase, and oame back to the sitreet,
and proceécded to wet down tbe front of his own store. Be
said that later-on the fire eaginas came and that _h_e'ﬂdid Bnot
recall anything olse othor than the fact that RORRIB® sdop
was on fire and the excitement which resultsd. ,
LEBE paid that ho does not have eny ides as 1o who

oight have started the firo, nor why it wes staried.
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Br. TEOMAS J. HART, 402 South 6th Strect, Ferriday,
touisiosna, furnished the following information:

He has khnown FRARK MORRBIS for over tventy—-five
years and considered EORRIE one of his best 'friends. Ho N
daid not BRnov any reason for anyone to haro FOARIS or burn '
bis business and has not heard any talk os to why somneoso
did this. Although he wae 8 good friend of HORRIS he 4Aid |

not know any thing of EORRIS' business affairs nor diad he
know of any problems that MORRXS nay have hsd with nnyone.

Abkout tuoo weeks after- the fire HART was 1n the
yord at bis homa and a vhite male in o 1962 rord Gnlaxie,
black, stopped and asked hin 1f he wore FRANE MORRIS's .
brother. HART told hia that he was not but had teen a -, _
good friend of EORRIS. The white rzle told HART that it .
was & shame that someone did MORRIS -like they did snd | - -
asked BART AF he Enev vhy somsone woald do such a thing.- ’

- . HART told the man that he dia not know vho 4id it nor aia
he know why theoy ¢id it. HARYT described this men an A .
whito male, about 23 yeairs old, 5°10%, 165 pounds, mearing s
khaki calered ¢Iothing. HART believed ke had seen this ' &
persoa bofore in Forriday but did not kuoe sho this person
might be. -HART digd rot koow why this wan asked hiw &2 - .. .
he were HORRIS' brother or for what reason this ‘person S
tbought Le was a rslauvo of mRRIS. : R o,
HANT did. not bhave nny kaowledge oL any threuts
He, stated that be had

to anyone in the Negro. community.
no: information regnrdlng any Civil B&ghts mvemsnt 1n the ‘

.

rerriday area., - - »

v —-3£37/85- o' Ferridey,; Loutstoma— ' '** §O-157-8255 — -
Dote d.c ¢ Um/ﬁs

'BA's ELIER B. LITQUFIELD ood
. NILLIAM QUACKENBUER . /bad .

Lo et Lomte s e W g emmgrBat .o el ar v e 't
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BDAXD laALth, eaplo)em, Alcharduc-Sias Puaneral
aas, 4th Bireet, Furrvrica), lowuislane, savised e ban
osried (hOre SlLce B3hOut tie aldile of ecealer, 1964,
taing tke placs ¢f JONME EDRAKD BE.XCITE, vbhe bad quit
BiS jJob and mad left town. Mo enid he undere tood
EECEVITE hdd left town vithina sesvearal dsjys after FRAMX
KIS’ abop burusd, crlter HECXEITH had reccived aces
threstosiag telephouo calls. e 41d ot recal)l wiwe
be had hesard this and d1d ot LoV whut lhe threat
coOn®18ted oOf.

HAJIR aaid that before he took the job, ue had
consultod with the Mayor of Perriday sbout it, es he wms
concerned ovar rhat he migrht Lo getting into, in viow of
tho circuantances tnder which BECIVITH kad left. He was
unable to detersine vhother the job had anything to do with
the threatening calls BECKVWITH had reportedly roceived.
PBLAIR naid ho did rot know vherc BECXYITH was 2ovw liviog.

B1LAIR said he d"d not know FRANK MOLRIB woll,
He s8aid he, BLAIR, k3ad rwided in ¥Forriday for 36 yoars
and had ccover had sny trouble with ths law.  BLAIR at
first stated he knew rothing about the Zire or the
idcntity of tho persons responsible for it. ESubzequently,
he mugpested that JOHO GRIFFIM, employee of FRAKE BORRISG,
beo talked to, apd nleo JAUEB WHITE, a cousin of MOHRIBTI
Yhen aszed what GRIFVIH would knowz, he acid ko had over-
heard 2 converslion boteveen CRIVFID and a man-vaoa he
declined to 1dentity, about.n week after the fire, in .
niica GRIPFIN saild FRAZK kuoevw this wmas goling to happea
and who did '1t, and that FRARK had recelived a telephone.
call before it -happened. Ho stated GRIFFIH aleo told
the unidentifix] man that PHAYE had asked GRIFPIN to - .
‘stay with him ot tho shop that night, tut GRIFFIY had ..
refused. PLAIN mald he understood FRABX had been, prior - ¢
to the nizht of tho fire, staying at mym, iosulsiaras, .. _
& short distance from Perriday, at night. EBlAIR claimed
he 444 not knov why DOEB1S spust the aight of the fire -
iz his elop or why GRIVPIH -had rofused to stay vith hins.
Ee claized he did pot know wio hnd -ade the alleg;i telepl'zom

- -

n 3 /28B/65 o ___Emiday,_mxzm___m.t_m.lﬁz_ﬁzﬂﬁ
SA's JAURE !. m and

-_—  -DONALD B. BRIXO¥T W ... _ ./hah Dote d° doted _mlﬁﬂ__——
PGP IR e LONYD Gt e e @ g ndONCAL ~er :mlvm—n o e FEV i 4 ve P cnu, ot .-. Fln 5»‘ s ivoned WBryOu” -

@ s donients 0 AL 00 887 C. 00 NSO FOU GQGENCY - . e - Lt - ) : .
. ’ . .
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Upon furthar gquestioning,

onll to NORRIS or what uns snid.
BLAXIR saild he was mot positive GRIFFIN was roferring to
the night of the fire when he said HORRIS asked him to
stay with him at the shop.
DLAIR said ho overheard the conversation botwesn
Bo

GHIPFIN and tho. unidentificd man "down the stroet™.
refused to state just vhore the convauation had tabkon
place, and agoin rofused .to idontify tho othor parly to

the conversation.
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ERILIE HAYES, 010 Carcvliua Avonud, o#ho 1o aaploycd
&b & toncdor, furnished the followin® i1nforwmatiou:

Gn a Tucsday 1in December, exact date not recalled,
which vas tho day folloving tho death of FRANK KORRI8, bhe
went to Ecott's Grocery Btare at the coraer of Carolina
Avonue and Sth Stroeet, scmotine after 5:00 PE. When ho
wnlked into the store, DELLA MAE BXITH, s maid st Concardia
Hospital, was talking with Er. and MHra. BCOTT who oporate
thc Etoro. The conversation vae concernipng the Jdeath of
HCRAIS, and HAYES coomsented he certasinly would like to know >
who was responniblo. At this point DEKILA MAS SMITH satd she ' -
knew who burned tho shop becauseo EORRIS had confided in hexr
whilo gtill alive at the bospital but had nade her promiso
not to divulge the infermation., S8ho further said she would
not mention it now, but that sche was ‘“about high" and did rot

care. EAYES anoted she appeared to mve been drinking.

, ° SMITH stated sho hnd been proviously 1ntewiewed .
by ei=x ¥Bl Agents ocbout the. mattor ond had teold thom nothing,
-but ‘weuld now tell thon i1f she was recontactod about the . -

matter. _Sho then 2o1d bow MORRIS bad told hor that the. ’ .
. persons responsible were officer| J‘ -
&W&MM"G@@ , The pane cormoniy p
given. to DE LAUGHTER, & Doputy wii‘.h txm locnl Bherifi’ 's
Deparinment.. . ~ . -

- She dia ngt fstaw any repson wny thﬂse pcremns
. were ailegad to_have buransed the shop. She iundicated the
- FBEX Agonts had intﬁrviewea hein the day of 533818’ Qeath,

: - BAYES id not beliove EMITH :msi disconnteﬁ oy
L statments as antruc. Several days later the. Fire Chief
at Ferriday shd two fire marshals from Alexnndrin, vl.onieiaxm,
cone to see him and asked him sbout what S8MITH bhad said, .

He repented the cbove mtotement to then and assumed frém. B
conversation with these men that SHITH was telling the story .

‘all over town wiile she ¥as drinking. Beoe hos Bince that

timn heard from a8 number of soupcis that sho has beea © -

T reposti ng_ﬂﬁ“ﬁﬁé' s‘ﬁifeme‘n% o anyona sne meefﬁ on tne
~street, ) . o .o .
‘ ) , - R . . . . - ) \._ __: - . . -~ 1
.s - ot - L. File #: . . .
— 1738705~ Ferridiay, Louisians ner m T
8A"s” DONALD R, . BELEHONT and - - . L RV
MCISNIS L. WARD/bSD . ° . . . ° Gore icioted 1/31/65
ocum'ent containg nc"h'l '.(omm.ndehonl nor :onclut ons of. '0\. FBI IO is the /| plop‘rly ahlh. F-Bl and -Is locn.d to your ugam
s'contents ore nol 10 be'distribuled oulsde, voul ”.r Tite gt e e e Y e - “ e v e
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Al OO Ooccaslioew vhea hu etoppuad Dy the Nagro Catholico
EGERARIS was pot Catholic, but stoppocd

By ves acgualsted witl FRANKE SPURLIIN, haviag Dot
by occasiomally to chat with Father TLHMPON. B 3td Dot go

Chusch 1 Yorriday.
vy the bospital to &6ce him after ho was burmed.

Regardiog the firoe, ho uas avnkonod by what
sppeared to bo an explasion the night of thas fire,
10, 1¢684. B loukod ount of thoe window of his hazse and sow
flasas eagainst tho sky tosard town. Iid did not got up and
the poxt day he bheard ECRRIS' ghop hnd burned
vVarious runors fran unknown origin have circulated
since the fire. Omne runcr wns that MORRIS had doon intor-
veping betweon men and woaen of mixed races. Another
ruacr wio that ho wns an officinl of theo Rational Assooint-
ion for tho Advanconont of Colared Poople (WAACP).

Be is awanre that MORRIS hed a vodio pr
Sunday mornings ond has hoard him cake dedicoations of religtoms
pnusic to his friemds, both Bogro and white. Bo has heard
dedications to white couplea » Whito males and white femnles.
Eo foels it is poessiblo that scnmeone objectoed to this

Doccabor

przu:tzca.
The cnly girl friend of mgx he ever knew was

HATTIB MAIDEN, an empxoyee of Bhnay's
. GECRGE TAYLOR, who lives behind tho frudt stend
on 4tk Streot, is alleged to have seen sumsthing on tho night

of the fire, but he doos not knov the details.
who was a atuﬁent at the school

whore EBYLS iz & tencher,; aftor the firo, related that vhen
he awoke ths night of tha fire, ho heard mmam outaide
Be 414

thought you were my Lriends®™.
Zfurther but becnuse of tho above,

telliong
not talk to
rolieves ho knows mara»than hn told.

Ho hes no ndditional infcrmﬁtton regarding the
matter. ' ‘

. FOIA(b) 6
FOIA(b)7 - (C)
pee 98 '
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DAVIB LAWRINCE, residing in tho firot home towarde
Zfouth 4th Stroet, in the alley along sSide of FRANK KORHIS's
shoo Shop, furnishod tho followving information:
In tho early morniag of Deccmbor 10 1984, he lm.d -
boen watching telovision untll he hnd gone to bed nt
Pe stated ho did not recall hearing

any ©Aré or peoplo in the alloy while he was watching

" approximntely  1:30 AM,
Bo hed Just started to drop oif to sleep whon
Iz junmped out 02 bted and ran to

alley and to tho wacant car lot locited amcross the alley.
- LAVRERCR could dhserve

PESON ..
house in tho area.
LAVBENCE notice any c¢are ox persons in the area under .
suspiczoas eirewmstances or conditi.ons that msght arouse

television.
bo heard 2 loud explasion.
his kitchen window which facos South 4%th Street snd froam
which ha could seoc FRANE MORRIS' Shoo Shop. He observed

- fe thon ran to his Lf£roat door.

the shoo shop in flames.

From this position he saw o man como ool of the back door
of HOnRIg' S8hoo Shop. This man was on fire both im the

upper. and lower porticns of his Dody. The flues were aesliy
distingnishablé 88 he ran frem tho shos S8hop Kcross, the )

This mon vas yelling "Oh, Ohy Oh, ™
¢his man Tunning to the ¢ar 1ot and dm.-ing the eatixe ti.me'
. N

the flames ©n his bady wETO visible.
At m tzme prior to o ﬁuring the tine tmt BAYIB

stocd 4n the door did he gee or hesr .a cusr or nny oSther-

Bo did not observe aay lights. 6n in any: other
At ‘no time price to this ipcident Adta o

bis éwrdosity.
. " . A ) .‘

-
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JUNIOR COT4ON, 1013 Louisiana Avenue, furmishod
the following intomatwn.
Ee is employed as an attendant at the Coast Bervics
Ferriday, louisinna, and works

“~ Station, South Founrth Btreot,
from iz in the evenxng to six in tho morning.
He had worked the above hours on December 9-10, 1964.
He advised that his station 1is located about tww blocks tm '
i ' MORRIS* shoe shop bowards Vidnlia. ) )
T Qn that particular evening,-bo did not heay nny -
esplosions nor was be aware that HORRIS' shop was om f£iro
‘until he was told about i1t by o Negro, nome unknown, whom he . ) .
believes i5 ‘omployed as a watchoan at o local sawmddd, -~ -, 2 o
Ho did not ceé anything unusual that evening and o

-t

-

" could mot recall seeing or hearing & car drive past his sexvice
station at a high rate of gpeed. Howvever, he noted thnt
‘ho usually reads when ho-does not have customers and Qoes . -

- not pay too much-attention to act:.v:tias on th!e ou‘bside. ’

COTTON did recall that at scnetine przor ‘o learning
about the fire he observed o white car enter South I:butth ..
Street from the side street ncross from the Coast Service :

He_ did not kaow

Btation-and procecd tovwards- downtown Ferriday.
It procecded at 2 mml rate

1f thig car was a pol:lce car.

of speed.
. COTTON advised that no one vas with him at the
station and he did pot recall seeing anyone else on. the

street during theo early morning hours. -

.
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on ansary 29, 1965, the rollowing peyveons, ald
residents in trs Ferriday ares near the soe® af Lthe fire
at FIANK RCRRIS® shoo sl.op, 8dvised SA RLRIV », LYL,CHYIRLD
#nd SA WILLIANM QUACKEREBUSH that they 414 not ses ar hear
anything or cnyant on the night the fire occurred. None
of trese people Lnd any Anformation relative to FRANX
MORRIS or to possible suspects in this caue

MARY LAWRENCE, 813 Soutk 3rd Street
PREERAH HASKRINOTCN, 1 Georgin Avenue
GRACE HMULLEM, 419 South 4th Street
LETTY DIXON, 300 Socuth 3rd Street
CORA WREY, 412 South 2nd Strecet

JI¥1 BROWN, apartzent bullding in alley next
to show shop, Apartment 13

MAHIR SHITH, 313 Gecrgis Avenue

ToM DEMERY, 313 Georgia Avenue

Mr, and-firs: SAN JOHNSON;” 311" Georgia Avenus
OTADYS ENOTEN, 307 Georgia Avenus

ARYLE DORIS RAY, 305 Georgia Avenue

MARTIN SHITH; 305 Georgia Avenue

110
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FLEMIZO advised that on the night of the fire in
the ahwe shiop he came to the shop at about 5:00 p.a. and
pelicves he left betueen 7:00 and U100 p.m. Ho remaincd in
the area of the shop on Fourth Street talking to frisnhds
and going int® scne of the"joints” and went home about
8:30 or 9:00 z.m. PLIMIING atated that while he was in the
shop on that night there were not any customers in tihe sohop.
JOWVNY GRIFFIN left the shop to get some wine and the only porasons
in the vhop besides MQRRIS and FLEMING were two small boys,
who were oleaning and oiling the floor. FLERING stated ho

They were pueeping )

did not know the names of theseo boys. "
the dirt and trash up and mopping the floor with “coal 011

the only ones in the shop,
was “in the rear shack wotehing |

and the two you
MORRIS' grandson.
FLEMING stated that FORRIS dAiscussed things
with him and .he believes that 1if HMORRIS had rece%:?dtéﬁyd
astate

to clean tho floorx.
PLEMING stated that when he left the shop' MORRIS _

television.
threat from .anyone MORRIS would hsve told him,
NORRIS did not meéntion any.threat or problem and seenmef ‘to
.. be hin normal gelf when he, FLEMINO 1eft tho%ahop. . .
i ' . MGRRIS was staying in his roonm to the rear of". the
shop and had been stayingithere a8t night for a week or twd
prdor to the . gire. He advised that MORRIS usually had a
'woman £riend” he stayed with at night and had been going .
to Clayten, - Louisiana and staying with s woman there. He ~
beliéved this woman went to. visit relatives out of state and.
this- was the reason MORRIS was ataying at the ahop. JRe - ..
dvised that MORRIS had Beveral dlfferent Negro 'women et
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ar. affALF Glll & wiltle suwur, Ho sGvised tratl ROKNIY woola
rg.;— trow WiA%le bal. CuBtlVvox Mt 6Pt service, gu -ul tu lhelr
cars &3 get Uixclr shoes 30 the vOotw uould not have Lo Gowe
11,00 tle BROp. e 2cated e had wevir seen BORuild get 1uto
tre car itk any uhite waman and Jid rot XNOoW of any trovuble
parRls red nad with any custoer or aryaone.

FPLENING stated that HCRRIS from time to tiwme would
go out of town to hear a gospel up sing and that ho went
on these trips alone. MCRRIS had a radio program on 3unday
morming and he would give advértioements for scme of the
local buoinesses and would sometimes receive letters wWith
a contridbution from aome of tne peoplewhose business he
talkcd about. HMORRIS would use this woney to pay for theo
radio time. FLEMING said that he listened to the radlo
pro m of MORRIS and had never hoeard MORRIS 84y anything
on %he progran to offend anyone.

He advised that MORRIS was a goaa friend of LLOYD
PAUL and that PAUL operated the used car 1ot next to MORRIS®
shoe shop. PAUL would let MORRIS usel a car from time %o
time and NORRIS tould recomnend that people dbuy cars from
PAUL. He stated that Mr. PAUL was friendly to all the
people that worked in the shoe shop and never said or a4
anything to hurt or offend anyoné working in the shop.
Be advised that HUL and NMORRIS went to Monroe, Loulslana
togéther once; PAUL to pick up a used car and MORRIS to
attend a gospel sing and. to drive one of the cars back to

_»-:gva ,‘.\r .

.‘

FLERING stated that EOHRIS was nhot cngaged in
any 1llégal sotivity and MOBRIS had nevér been active in
any civil rights act.:!.vity.

Emma stated he dia not. knicw of the fire and
injury to FMORRIS until the morning after the fire. He
stated he did not know how the fire atarted and had not
heard ahy talk as to the dause of the fire. PLEMING stated
he did not kndw of any one, whité or negro; that MORRIS had
trouble with and 4did not know of anyxeason why any one
would barm FRANK ‘or his dusiness.
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RICEAFrLD AXBIIELY, (. atumdily shhulsts &t
spe [T, ® 3veldelt ol 5w swasr «f mimy‘'c Pivon,
i sMisteed tlhe fillowirng infuraeticn:

e 148 Ouwn PriAaRE BubRID for sany ycvaru and
ror &8 period of 3 or & ycare l11vod 10 MURRIS' choo repair

Daring th.c pericd of time he lived

aop cn 4th Street, .

in the abop, Lo K€t the premisgs cleuned up and KORK1S
peremittcd Rim to eleep on a cot 4in the tullding. Ne wwvaed
cut oF the ahop and Into his preaent living quartess several

scnths ago, date unknown.
He sluays know MORRIS as & fair man with hip
both Nepro and white, and knows of no problomb

custaomcrs,
he rhad with any of then.
#fORARIS wap friendly with 8 white man namsd.-PAUL
who operates the uscd car lot next ‘door to the shoe shop.
PAUL would came over to the shop and drink whiskey with
Be knows no aseociation other than 8 drinking aeatuon
They would sometimes leave tho shop togother,
Ho presumed -

HORRBD
tut he does not know where they tsere going.
He lmows no'ch:ng of mnms

occasicnnlly.
these were busineas mattors.
deing mVolvea with PAUL and women.

" HORRIS on occasions drank & lot of - whiekey and .
while he would get druni, he has nsveér known-him to pass
out.  He does ‘not Unow-how muich whiskey . MORRIS keprt on hanﬂ
and never know bim to sell whiskey or dope. , .
"HCRRIS had Beveral girl fvsenﬁs,, names not: recaneﬁ

other than EDNA BROWN and scomeone named "ARTIE". or “ARCRIEY,
He never knew: MORRIS to get involved with any white women

and has not heard anything that would indicate he ever
made any advances touard any women or. viaa versa.
the time he worked clean.tng out the ahop,

- . puring
_ "MORRIS also emM‘ad FRANK FLEMING and JOHRNY GRIFFIN as
1727755—' e IIIEV_"'I 3 I t5 - File# ___ W%— 16 .."~ -
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shoe ropairmon.

He knows of nothing that would have motivated
~ anyone to burn MCORRIS' shop. The latter was not engaged
in any racial aoctivity. )

FCRRIS occasionnlly went out of town in connection
with charch matteng but he imows nothing of theee trips.
NORRIS also had a local radio program dealing with religion.
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She 1o tho stepmother of FRANK BOIIR1S.
in thoe firoe at hAls 6hoo sLop, =bo
FRARK's ax-wifeo. EONA
saying

asy FHANX smaw» burosed
pnotisfted of the Iire by EDRA MOWY,
tolophonad her between 8:00 and G:00 Al that nuarning,
FRANK's place had exploded and that FRANK wos in the hoapital
KDNA said ehe hnd already been to €600 him at

badly burned.
the hospital.

Mrs. MORRIS arrived at the hospital in Forriday,
sanctine betweoen 8:00 and 10:00 AM. There were two mon
with hin 1in Ais roam vhen she wont in, but sho did not Know
tbhoir tdontities. FRANK was conscious but apparently in
great pain. Yhon she asked hiw what. happened he said, :

“They throved gnsolino on me and sot mwo afire.” &hs asked .*- . -
him 1f he could identify who did it, and ho said no, but Lo
that thoy were twvo white men. The only othor t!\ing he said -
that she could recall was the renanrk, _"x didn}; think X -
hnd a white enemy.™ e

Sho remained with FRANK at tho hnspital all that
first day. which was Thureday, and they. hired a .

tirs. HOMRI\ T

MARTHA BARNES to stay with bhin at night.
returned to stay. with him on FPriday and. she remained 81l
vag fairly.-calm by then .but was swollen and waa
Be was conscious), ‘and .
Mre. NORRIY

e afned- L A

\

day. FRANK

" upable to carry on a conver'at:lcn.
. appeared to Enow. her, but did not talk nmuch.’
also stayed with him durisy the day on Satm:day, Sunday,. and
Honday, and MARTHA BARNES stayed with hip agdin Friday,
Saturday, and Sunddy aights, and sho came back again. rﬁonﬁay
night but he had died by then. F2 died about 7:30 PM, aund
Brs. MORRIS wos with hin at the time. Be did pot say axwu
thing to her at the end, and he hnd appmntly bean ina
cma an Samc!ay and Izkmday. . . .

: ¥rs., HORRIS stated they had another womnn, BBSSIB
BDLIJHS, a practical nurse, stay with FRANK on Friday. fram.

.
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M¥r=. NORRIS statod she and her husband had not
sad freguent contact with FRANKE lately, and they maw him
&he krew little obout his

anly about ance every two months..
agagciates. She gaid she knov &f no reason why anyono
wounld want to do this té hin, ond ddded sho bad no Know-

iedge that hé had ever been ant:lve in any ceivil rights
movemonts or, that he had ever been iuvolved in any controversy
or any. act:.v:lty that night couse trtct:.on with the white

papulation.

She remarked that she hod been informed by EDNA
EROWR;. FRARR's ex~wife, that aftér nm ¢eath EIRA bogan
lmving 811 his mail forwarded to her, EDNA. MNrs. MORBIS
could not undorstand why sho did tm.a as sho is marrieﬁ L )
asother man. _In addition, she gaid the: dector st tho hospitsl
hid cut FRARK's rifng 0Zf his finger and had given it to
hor, Frs. BORRIS, dut EDHA csme to hex hme and took

posscesaion of Ait.
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Br. SWLIVAR !2!{81318, 36 Wcodm\vn Stroot, ﬁatehez,
Anss&saiﬁxu advised he ic the Zathor of FRABXK mm ]
salid he visited FRAFK threo times in the haspital afier
FRARX wvas. boraed, but FRANK wAs never able e telkr to him.
gowever, hie wife, KTARL. XORRIS, who is FRANK's step-mothor,
wisited FRANK ‘evory doy in the hospital, and she informed
‘him FRANE had told her the pecple who stavted the fire were
two white men, who tiwew somothing on bhim that oxpleded,
thgt ho then ram to ¢ £111ling station whero tio white men
put out the fismes, He stated hAls wife informoed hkim that

saidhadid notknwwho tho mon were who burned him.
W, BORRIS advised thnt -his mon; . FRANE MORRIS, .

was porn in Vi&alia, Louisisna, but he dogs not know his
birthdato. FRANK's ‘mothexr, CHARLOTIE JAMES MCORRIS, died .

when FRANE vns about throe years old, and FRANR thereafter

lived a lorge part of his growing yea.re: with his paternnl
grandoother and her husband, BILBN ROODY and RATHAR BOODY,

in Vidalia. This grandmother died about threo yoars ago.

FRARK attondod Dloomfield Righ Bchool, aAnd &r. BEORRIS sub— .
saquently taught him the shoe ropair business, which has .

‘been KHr. $BIRERIS' occupaticn until.bo has had to give up the
agoe. Ho oatimated that prior

osctive business due to lhis
to his desth, FRANK bnd been Ain tho shoo busisoss for almost

40 ycars. .

Mr. BOLRIG stntod FRANK hnd nover beon in any
kind of trouble to him knowledgo, that he was well 1likod
bad oever participated in any civil richts movaments, and
o had no idea vhy anyone would want to hurt him.
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Bro RLEY Mo D 52U oIl 40L D ocel, wdidecd
et ol snd PWANE LURAIS wure sorrlcd Jp Julv sud dvwaood
tn JYd8 ar 1), rur aL agatibllity. ey contiawed (U
bo Cluse frionds sfter he atvouve up tu (DO Line Of bl

Jouth.

Gho wtated PORRIS ahowed sigus oOf abbormulity
in bis poerammality thst prucptod BROWN to recummend to
him that he 866 u peychiatrist, For example, she stated
pe, HURRIB, vould become zoody and uso physical violepce
on thoso clasest to him, [le struck bher on a nusbor of
occasions, His treatvent or other fanily members was

th¢ saxe.

In addition, it appeared to Ers. BROWN that

HORRIB could not bo satisfied with normal sexual intercourse.
He had nover asked Rra. BROWN to have abaormal relations

with hip but sbe heard rumors that he had been having such abaos
relations with other women both during their marriage end
-after tholr divorce. Whon she discussed this with hinm,
he did not deny it, oor did he admit to such activity.

Hrs. BROWN stated that one of the women that HOBRIS

had been dating was a PAULING HAYES, who lives next to Hayes -
Cafe. 3Sho stated she did not knmv what the exact relation~ ¢

shipwas _ ‘ . . . -

BRG%W dasd not knew af any ma,jor mvolvement
that HORBIS had with vhite women, hovever, be was the type
of person who, if an opportunity for an affair with a. white L

' woman presented itself, he would tako advantage of 1t R
without thinking about the conaequemea '

In 1047 or 1948, be, HORRIS, was arrested by the
local police for insultmg tne white wife o7 the Billups
gas station owner. Hrg, BROWN did not know what this iosult .’
consisted of but he was kept in jail in Vidalia, Louisiana; -

- for tvo or three weeks. He was then releascd. cn the condition
- that he stay out. of town until told by the local police that .
-he could come back, She. stated she did not know any other L

datails or the final outcome, . :

A HAL NONROE, Row deceased, told Mrs. BRDthm
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imadiately callod MORKIS 10 bar bume to quostion hia adbout
11, BuRlIB told hor that therv vas ootbhing to it, that
- _Jvas crazy and tuhut he, WOEk1S, had a vunana
to the tolophono call and thmt he waus not ia tho telafhono

puuth that loag. » neithoar admitted nor donied that
nad pulled 0 gun oo hin,

Thero has not been any other known trouble botwean
:ﬁand BOURIS or botucen | |land other Ecgroos to Mrs. BROVN'a
knowledgo .

BORRIS was always going out aof town on trips partly to
follow gospel singers, and partly Tor roasons unknowyn to Mrs,
BROYH. Whon his trips woro connected with gospel singors he
often woent with a JONAS!PRAETER, tho nophew of MATTIE MAIDEN.

In May or June, 1934, ho vont to Atlanta, Georgla. In
soptember, 1964, ho weat to Detroit, iichigan and to Canada.

Be had also gono to New Orleans, 8t. Louis and Houston, at
various times. HMNro., BROWN stnted that abhout two veoks

pofare the fire, bo was scheduled to go to Chicago, but did

not go. G5he did not knaw why this trip was cancelled. Hrs,
BROWR d4id not knoy how he financed those trips. but daid{not
believo. that he could have afforded At based only on his income
from his shoe gtoxe, although she knew of nocther source of
income that. MGRRIS had.

KORRIS also sponsored and wag the announcer of a
radio progran, at tho local radio station. However, pm-tl.y
the cost of this program was defrayed by donations salicited.
by him from businesscs vhich he advertised on the program.
Mrs. BROUN informed that MORRIS had a substantial amount of
insurance on his buillding, plus a mumber of small policies
©n his own life. His aunt, now deceased, and bis grandson,
vere the tvo beneficiaries of theso pnlicies; He also had
savings accounts in two local banks,uiy ‘his' grandson's name.

#rs.. BROWH. stated ahe ‘did' not know thes total .amount of imsurance
0 the mnount 1.n the bank,
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irs. BROYN informed there was no indicatiom

¢hat he was despondent or afraid bofore the fire. On the
aayaefcrathefirchehndpurchasedausedpicknp
trucks, believed to he from the intermational fisTvester
campany for which he gave them a check for $50.00 or
$75.90. This ecempany reclaimed the truck after his

Ers BESWE gstatod that BORRIF close associatian
At ILOYD PAGL, & white man, was very vausual Ior this
arca, &Ohe explained that she tnlhed to HOXRIS about this
and 6skod bim to Stay sway frooPAUL. HIS answer wes
ryen have to do it to make it™. PAUL and MORRXS went
out of town together frequently. Uhy O where was not
- known to Hr5. BROTH. Usuzlly they returncd the maxe
day or the pext day. .

¥rs, BROYN had discussed HORRIS* death with
yefthelocazmagroeﬂ amer,naenahnsbaenable
to provids a roason for :I.t. -
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L& JoMAS ¥MITE fwuleasd Tee Followilg 1nf.a
aatlcll 4Ftar s 1Ly Advimos JF (ke Lluesnlitios of thu

sitearviowliy lolto
ilo and PRE*SK SORELIS had grfovtu up tagoethoer ana

consldared thoasylves guod 1rionds
NUBRIS wvemt cut Oof his way to be nice to vhite

poople and depended upon thea far a esubetantial part
of his business. Wigh roferonce to his pereonal lire,

EOLRIS was divurced froa SDHA BLOYN who now rosides in
Porriday, Louisiann,. In rccont times, until)l at least

fivo months ago, a girl known to WHITE only as MATTIE,

and who woarks for Wi1LL HANEY, was the nistrens of

HORBIS. This relationship endod due:-to the fact tixt

MORRIS considered hartto be jealous. HORRIS 'had becn
living with BATTIE until he ended tho rolationcship -
and moved back to the living area in his shop. WHITE _ r
knew of no other wocmen, white or colored in HOBRIS' .

1ife. ~
WHITE advised that he was home on tha‘nlght
‘hear about it until the next.

of the fire and did not

morning. He visited HOBRRIS fxraequently in tha hospital -

before. the lattexr died. HMORRBIS claimed that he dia .

not anow who the méfn wore who caused the fire, but .

FHITE bolieves. that thoir identities were known to
‘PThere are. rumcrs around ?en*iday, that the

(HORRIS,
‘refusal of HMORRIS to tdentity theSe mehi was due %o
HMORRIS's feor for tho life of his grandson. WEITE

could not furnishe the nemes of the sources of this
rumax” or of the pwsona who bhad rayaated 11:. R
’ - HORRISE stated thnat JOMN GRIFFIN a.nd BDEA .

BROWN sald that thoy were with BCRRIS on the, morning
of his first day in the hospital and-MORRIS mle the

repark; "I didn't think they were going to do .any~
I thought all white mon were ny .

~thing to me.
friends.™ -
Wﬁ—“'—mmm—mtm———””#—m—azsr
SA JAMES H.  SCHEFFER i
SA WILLIAM QUACKENBUSH/dcs ..~ -: Dote dicton 1‘/25/65
ment comtains: ncuhe- recommaendations nor* :onclw-ons of the .PBI'" 15 the p-opony- of the’FBl-and ' loar

ontenis are not to be distributed- odnide your agency.
1 4 1 .
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VHITE had no explanatian o opinicn an to the
significance ©f the above remark. There havo nogt beun
any recent serious incidents that created friotion
potwoon MORRKIS and the whito comnunity. UHITE atated
that e did hear that last sumner MOORIS hnad called
tho local police and askeod them to chanstise bis grand-
son fur otaying out late. As a £ollow upto this roquost
a local policeaan, not furthoer identified, vent to
HORBRIS' ahop, some sart of argumnent followed nand tho
officer pulled n gun on MORRBIS. HARRISGH JCINSON, a
Deacon in a church in Jonesville, Louislana, was
supposed to have been sn'osent in tho shdp when this

incident Goeurred.

VHITE informed thot he was suroe that RURRIS
unew all of the local police officars by name and
would be ablo to identify thom by sight. WAITR
stated that there was a ramor among the «(Négrod poople
that police officers weré involved in the burning
of MORRIS’ shop, but no one apparently had anything
to back up this rumoxr. i

¥ith roferecace to the mn'ning, HORRIS explained

to WHITE, during ono of his visits to the hospital,
thatihe had heard glass break aftesr which he rushed

1nto nis shop from thd living area. VWHITE was not

sure but had tho impression that MOHRIS placed the
responsiblé men inside the shop. MORRIS specifically
denied that either man hid a shotgun. He dig say

that thero was gasoiine on the fioor and that there
wereo flames all over after one of the men waved his

hand or threw something.
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CHIYE aldvisoa thhot thelrd 6% NMany visaitors
tv tho Bo=pltal and that Besverend KBUALT SHITHE fxyoa
Claytun, ‘suislaua, stayed with HORRIS the first Jday
at tie bospital He had a nurso whoo last nam® vas
pZENES stay vith hisy evary night. Dur ing the day,
HQHRIS' stoep-eothexr, ETHDL BURRIS, stayed withhln
in tuo® hospital. THITB stated that ho nevar got tho
togrossion that any of the visitors weroe just atteupting
to detoraine 1f MORRBIS bad nased the parsons responsible

for tho burning,but believed thoy were all meroly
concorned with HMORRBIS's condition.

BORRIS' closest friends included CATHERINE
JOHNSQYN, her daugitr, THONAS HART and WILLIE BANREY,
all colored poople living in Ferriday. One LLOYD
PAUL, a vhite man in the used car business in Ferriday,
wvas also a close friend of MORRIS ,

with ref'erance& to a *finger" found in tho
alley next to the burned ‘shop, WHITE explained that this

was the skin and fingoerpail from pne of HMORRIS' fingers.
"WHITE purposoly exiailned HMORRIS® hands after hearing
about the finger and disclosed that the skin and finger-
nail was missing from one finger. He could not recall
tho exact wfihger..

In spito of this close relationsm.p, WHITE

_ .44 not’ balieve that HOREIS would confide in him with
‘woference to any personal problem, nor would WHITE
pecessarily know about any possible affair HBOBRIS
may hive had with A white woman. VHITE did recall
that many years ago, possibly in the eax-ly 19405,

HORRIS had a close reolatiouship with tho owner or operator
name not recalled, of the Biliups Staticn, up the

street from bis shop and the white vife of this man.

14 83
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Tosse OOre Femwe a8t thal tine that BOARID wves

saviag 88 Affalr with tAly vasan. W ststed thal ke

s oDl - 7 Vifle doparted Fusrcliéeny amay joarsd oy and
410 avt Lolivove there was anytlhiug to thle

se, BUITE,
Fa ¥ O
MQRHI) used to talke Trips Gut Of tewn and vt
At least auue o

of Ltato am oftop ao tvice 8 yoar.
ROZNIB told YAITLE that when
now Adoas

want tu liew Yaorh City.
2o AFrsivod 18 thoso ocut of tuwn plucos Le went to the
bilggent ohoo raepalr Guop 4D town, loohod fuw
in ohoo ropnisiug and at tismo, brought idono back to
Poarriday to put into oparotian An his own ahue phop.
OUITA statod ho could thiak of awbsolutsly no
sroasvnu anyono wouldwmint to hara MHORNI3. Wo atatod that
UOKRIS vas not involvoed in any illegal activity. VURITH
inforwod tixt he wap in MURRIS® shop rost ovary day and
by this, does not thiank it ponsiblo that MOLARIS could
have boen doing anything i1llegal unlecus ta, WHITE,
kuev of At and ho xncw of nothing along this line.

WHITE was shown a five.gallon can which was

located in the ruins of the fire of MORRIS' shop,

WHITE stated.he.had .been.in MORRIS' shop many times.but
had never .seen.a. five gallon can.or . .container: of' any

' l“i”']dlé “' I.

144

\

- .
MMM GO D5 LD SeEIR  WMM v ® s ¢



T~

Tl ’
*\

[T ¥
FEDERAL BUPEA L OF SNVESTOAY QN
&//2/6D }
[ YT . ‘\
\

3

C. 9. POARIB, loulsinna State Doputy Fire Marahal,
furniohed the following information:

Ho advised that he was called by Forriday Firo
hreof BUTBLIE at about 4:00 453, on Decomber 10, 1864,
copcorning tho fire which bhad occurrcd at FRANEK HOMRIS*
Shoe 8hop. MOUBLIE told him that & torrible thing had
occuxryred and inssmuch &3 bhe did not got along too woll
with the Firo Hurshal assigned to the area, he vanted hin,
PHARIS, to <o the investigation: PHARIS sdvised him that it
sonld have to be OH'd by him supervisaor, PHARID mtated that
about ten opinutes iater he recoived a call from his suporvisor,
M. JUOMNBON, sho told him to - 3d to Ferriday and. conduct
tho nocessary invastigation. PRARIS thon procesdad to Jones-
ville and picked up V7 AJ ERNDRICES, also & Députy State Firo

- Ferwriday, Srriving at the acene
g,

1, ard theo dod to
7:00 ATH:
EOWRLIE advised PHARKS that the alorm was called in

mreha
of the fire at about
at about 1:45 ALH:, Decenber 10, 1864; MNOUBLIB slso told

PHARIS that Re had heard thut ¢he vicdtim had gtated that two

or three white mon had sot the fire, on® of the mon allegsdly

hold 8 shotgun on HORRIS while the fire vas being cet. '
. PHARIS ptited that 1 ¥B1 Agents,

ho istorvicwed JOHNNY GRIFFIR, and tho

: ; VE 3% He then omade an examination of theo .

debris and sscured sono sanples which he séquented bo exanined

Further investigation révealed that

victin, FRANE SORRIBE
by the FBIX Iaboratory. ¥

tho £iro originated in the interior o2 the shop; houwever, &
dotoreinntion ag to & particular location within tho shop
could oot de mdo dus to the extensive damage to the entire
structure, The ocstimitod valus of the building was 38,000,
acd the estimated vnlue of the contents and mnchinery in the
shop was 813,000, The victim had the follovwing AnSurance:
$6,600 on tho building and $5,000 on the conteats.
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Dur ing suimeguocat iovestigation VRARIS stated e
opols to JANEN SINOLYE., Pe stated that SI1MULEE was
atteadant at the Billugs Hervice Station. 5IMNER advised
MPBARIS that bo hAad ot @oocd LOYy heard fire until the polioe
anr drove up, at shiitch ti1o0 e mticed tho fire and tho victim
running tounrd the GOTVvICcO etation. Hewowory, o told Pharis
that alout ten ALAnUtos prior to the timo o mttmd the fire,
o sav a black sodan car pull out 02 tho alley naxt to HORNIS®
shoo sbhop and hond tounrd the Vidolia aron at a high rato of
apoed .,

PIIARIS vont on to stnto that JUNIOR HARP, who 18 o
firarnn in forriday, gave hinm tho nnmes of two :ndxvxdunls \
eho WOro SuWee to bo in tho Ku Klux Klan. These individumls
vore [EXBY CLARK and RAY WILLIAMS, PHRARIS almo statcd that
ISSSY CLARK, who residos somewhere boturen Ferriday and Vidnlia,
e Soed by Forriday City Tolicemmn INIGHT or &C KNIGITR, at
the scepo 0f tho fiyo chile it wns boing fought during tho
early orning bomrs. PHANIS also learned, from JOUNKY GRIFFIM,
that tho victim hnrd only ono vigitor on the night prior to the
fire, This individual was FRANE ASHFORD, twho operates a servke
statPOn in Ferriday, ASHYORD is o Bogro and allegedly was in
NORRIS'® ahop for five or ten nimutes somsvhere botwoen 8:00 PN

and 9:00 P. M
The following information wvas obtained by PHARIS
from BARLY BAYES on Janunrry 7, 1965:
mmsmnteacherinmmgmmhaemolm
HAYES gdviseod him that FRAFK EORRIS®* cousin, IBLA
tod that woRRiIs

Foreiday, -
AR SNITH, told him that HORRIS had told her that three uwhite
and B LAUGHIER.

mnsndonaﬂegrohmdmt the fire.
snld that two of tho vhite men vero

BAYES finrthor cdviseod PIARIS that at the time SIUITH gave hin
this informntion, she vas drunk. HAYES also stated that he

has heard "Street talk™ that HORRIS used to sot up dates for

san and wowen at his place. PIARIS stated that HAYES inferred
that these dates were for .bo « BAYSS
furthor advised PHARIS that a Fegro male, 17
years old, had talked to other ¥5 school,. tellling
thea thiat his uncle hid seen or beard BORRIS arguing with two

FQIAbYo
+ - - ~
FOIA Y -
, »r‘!f‘*‘.@
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ghite meR 4n front of his shop on the night & the firo.
mmmﬂlm@yahmmmmtanaa 2o0ix~Ou
for these twvo white m2n..

rnnnnssuhdsedrthnt ho Ini ot gpolron to LLOTD
PAUL, he usad cor lot next to MORRIE® ahop..
Hmun@r,lu>nddadthnt ‘the buscinces 18 partly amuulhw ono
vhen PHARIS descoribed as a "bad egg.’
pAARIS stated, tliat BUFFAAR was. almo the pnrt duner of a

par-annce » that recantly burned down in the City of
Perriday.

PHEARIS furthar otated that his deoportuent's efforto
tﬂ.zpmmuadm22§¥'szczwtﬁa :avo buen gagnt::a to»da:e IE?
Jonracd EOCEWITH L6 auppose prosen vipg
gzzNmee in Janesboro, Léndpdana.. i
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AOLAKL MO BIAD, ¥Fire Chiot, Fuririday ¥Fire LDopart-
wont, furnlsaNed the follosiug 1aformatioa:

X2 cas pot fooling weoll on theoevening ©f Decamler
0 - 10, 1965, and samotime after midnight bo got ocut of bed
® od wvent to the batiron. After 4o roturasd to bed but
wos 5till soamake, he received a tolecphone call from tihs.
TJUTICAR” UBARP ot tho Firo Departmont who sdviced hio FRANX
NORRI3'’ shop on 4th Stroot was on fire. o immedintely
aressed and went to the fire. Upon arrival the oatire ipside
of tho duilding was blazing but tho walls had not collapsed,
other than the Yront window, which had been dlocyn out into

o folt at the time and still €esls tho heat
that bad built up 1nstda the bui.lding eausod the frout w:.ndow

.

aken to tne hospitg.l

the streot.
to blow ocut. - '
' FRANK BORRIS Rkad o ) :
a.nd JOHRNY GRIFVIN and had already loft e -
poTGons which had acc\mulated .- :

the avea. Thore was 8
in front of tae ghop watching tha firo..
The fire s hursinz zrith 1ntense naot and . dnrs.ng
tho fighting of ‘the -fire, the roof and walls-collapsed. ‘
Chief EOUELLE was alnost hit by the front wall whea 4t - - |
fell, After tho fire was ount he went to the Concordia . .
Bospital to e MORRIS. Eo cstimates this wam about an hcm’r
or pnord after the.firée had started. HORRIS reiated to bim ..
thnt semeons pointed a gun ot him and told him, to get back |
* into the shop or he would blow off his head. ‘Be .said the
Bo. conld not understand everything mms

tire then &Sterted.
was saying, but anderstood him tosay at one tire there wers.
_ two white men gnd anothor time thore weore three white men.
. Ho never -described tham but mentioned hée thought they wozrked -
at the paper mill or! tire plant in Natechez, Hississippi.. -
'One of the first tbhinga- KORRIES said was to _eck Chiof MOUEBLLR
as burned and whother JOBNEY GRIFFIN -

‘e

"how bad his buildi
and [ igot out alright. HORRIS never
mentiowd aaythtng atout a car. , .
—_—» —'—-— He—agaiﬁ*ikcﬁ—vitb—ﬁ’-&..%s—arem—a*ﬁe ﬁr—s 9::—&::':
1/38/65—°" —scrrfdtr—nouﬁi:ma ~Flle#23 1533255~ ——
3A's DORALD R. nm.mn'r and - .
MCTWETE T vann/hown - - -Date. ditarec 3.0 /55—
v re ,. . ~"'\Jg'.-~r-; ETERINRY YRS P 2 SN LA m‘h.o‘u...'o, ¢ e % Ll b, Ll el Ly
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B added

amd bo rejoatod sulmrtastially thow vass thimg
ootLiag Bev o the varviom Of what had happonod

8o also way prescnt sthoen HOMNMNIS vas ivptorviovod
lster that day 1a tho presonce of other officers, i1ncludismg
Agonts of the FPE1.

Ho doudbts that BORRIB know what Lo was saying qdur-
1in0g any of the iptorvievs as he reponted the same thiong
ovor and over and doudts that ho was campletoly rational.
Bo knowe ROGRALIS would on ococasions drink hoeavily

and 1t 18 his opinion that HDRRIB was drunk when he woent to
s loep and scxehow the firo acoidentally originntod. He
feols thnt IXMAMRIS avake after the fire was burning intensoly
nod by tho time ho could get out, had been badly burned.
Ho does not koow, however, if this is the caso, why NORRXS -
oas not ovarcame by sroke and funes to the extent of
suffocating and dying inside tho building. Heo discovored
the suitease contnining hnlf pints of whiskoy which were
ipdividunlly wrapped in pleces of nowspaper which makes him
boliocve HUREBIS might have boen doing somo "Rootlopming™ on
tho sido. 1In nddition, ko notticed 2 or 3 enpty half pint
whiskoy bottles onm the floor of ECRRIS' living quarters.
The lattor is ono renson why he suspocts HORRIS was drinking

tho night of thn tuwe
Bo feeols the fire started in MORRISB' liviog
quarters because that ares was badly burned. Be was umablo
to determine the origia of tho firo, however, through his
2 could not dotect & gas or kerosens smell

investigation.. : )
in ths building during his inveatigation.

5 - Bo rocalled that:many years ngo, NORRIS had & shoo
shop locited in someond else’s building and that tmilding
Ro does not recall the details of this €ire

falso burnod.
i and doos not know an appraxj.mate dateo.
About two or three vecks boforo the f£ire on

FOIA(b)6
FOIA(b)7 - (C)
SRR
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o 10 7--3RAH/Tmp
Bhoe S8hop amxd the

Dovamdar 10, 1904, bho ftmspooted MORARIS®
butlding vas up to stamiardn. Ho noticed that MORRIU hod
e momber of extonsion cords lying about ths floor and had
plugged in soveral of his shoe repa¥ wcachines to theoae
corda. Ho told KORRIS the cords might got ovorloaded so to
i )

do awvay with them and got a safer arrangesnont Anstalled.
does not knoo whother HORAIS corrected this ar not.
RORRIS was the type porson who knSw overyons and

wvould yell a greeting to anoyono he Enew on the dtroot, dboth
Negro and whito. Bo vns sort of a "mouthy” individunl, but
po ane paild any attention to this ns he was not disroepeot—
ful 1ia this respoct. BHe bad tho rodio program on Sundays
and Chief KOUELLE hns heard hinm dedicate religilous wmusic to
his friends, both Kozro and white. Chieof HOUELLE nevear
neard anything ho would consider odjectionable or in poor
tegste on the programs.

gith respect to tho £five gallon ean found inside
the tnnldtns, ho recalls that EGIRIS recently hounght an old
truck and feols he night hnve had the can for gas o oil =

for this truck.
Ep fas heard that EORRIS had seversl Regro girl
friends, but does mtkm&eumesammgmMIQ

BORRIS might have had in connection with wamen,
pever beard of AORRIS oaking any advances toward vhite

Tho Fire Departnent is cemposed of voluntoers

€Omen.

with ths asceoption of Chlef HOUBLLE and JUHIGR HARP.

he fire, he recalls thnt n white man
named drove by, stopped, and attempted to
direct troffic. BHe was drunk, nsarly fell into tho firo
end wns gotting in the way so thoy ran him off.
8ince the fire, be has heard a rumar from un-
recalled source that a cook in Banoy's ar was alleged to
mve seen o car drive by on the street jumt after the

cxplasion.
4lso, ERLIB HAYES, Begro school teccher, told him

177
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that DELLA NAR EHMITH, RHogro maid at the hospital, had inicnr-.
nation a8 to who burned the shop, dbut he discountad the

gtfzigbfgcanse SHITH is 8 common drunk apd cannot be considered
o -

Ho has devel no adaditio
no suspects in this ma:‘t’g:, Da)l Anoformation antt hos
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Brs. AGIRS JCUTY, Clayton, Louloiean, was sdviaswnd
of tw tdentities Of the iuteorviovinmg ageunta. She advised
that she lived with PEANK BORRIS 1o 8 COMROD-12W GAFriago
rolationabip from May 1964 te Novombor 1664. Ghe know
BORNIHS for ebout 10 to 32 years and last saw NOUALS on
Bovenber 2, 1804. On that éate ahe left rfor Chicago,
Illinois, to stay vwith her daughter and did not reoturn to
Clayton, fcounisinna, until absut January 10, 1063,

About oo ook before the fire st NORRIS' ahop
sho tolophoned EORRIS and he stated thot ho might como to
Chicago to sse her. &he acdvingd that no definite plann were
made regarding his <couming to Chicango, and ahe did not hknow
of tho fire and his doathcuntil o friend wrote bher nhbout
the incidont and then che'read somathing in the newspopers ‘
gbout the incident. &Eho stated that ebo hnd not Reard .
anything about the mnttor since her roturn to Clayton an .
none ofthe peoplo seomcd to vant to dueuna the smtier.

Eha advinod the fron Jnly 1864 until ahe lott tor
Chicago, BORRIB dnd his grandgon wonld coxe to her howoo
evorynight whaen hecoumpletéd hls work gnd thay would adlesp
st hor. place and then return to Ferriday in the moming to
 HORRIB® shop. SCOTT gtated éhe did wot koow anything of
WORRXS"® - hnsuxeas akfairo. oF personal affairs. and stated
She’ lmd cnly bogn An hls Shop On ono- occnston

. fne advtsed that sho did not mw ANy O©f the podple
m«t HBORRIS asdoclated with'dithor vhito or Regro an.aho
athyed clogo to hor home 4n Clayton fnd did oot get to.
erridiy ofton. Hho.oteted she tnow that JOHNNY CRIFFIN
wWorked for BORAXS 4n the &hos ghop ARd NG 4 Regro womAn
/bythemaot‘"speady"cookoéior ‘SORRYS at the Shop.
gho. tatodmdid not kuow “Spsady” . byony ‘Othér Damd
and dos ot Xnow wire "Bpmy" pE L W
. R R A LN . _" J"AN -
SCOTT advised that che did not have any Anformition
68 to the reicon MORRIS's &hop burned. She stated ehe did
mtkmwotanyonohomhavugxans prohlmwtthew

av.
0

Dcno dlc'o'od___mfos_.___

focument contalins n.m-ov u:ommondeﬂonc aor eonduuom of the FBL. M = the property of the FBI and b locned 10 your agen
i conleats are not 1o be dlsiributed ocutaide your agency
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13‘x‘ L tad boved with bin s & ¢ cwgrede bmyw b b SOy v
pime b Filve jemsw %y twsminated VUIe ol \ew wnss bonw
e U e » smmp I Jwe Bl wo ol Si LGS Biw elap eeued asd ;
g B8t Ly BAMMB I waew diny sam) Lunid SWet WMEBNIS vax L tiw \
the sLey wilth @ u.n.ou,&. T ) test case wahnoewn
WATY called thw palice The
tng n & VRN Y

[ N N ot
Dla aind MBELIY had v s .ls acn &
vame apd told tinem that sinie the) wore v
thoe 1o & wan to nmplit wp and

ol e
lavw wtatun the tIwet (hilup; e
to lvuvre eaah Cther alogey! BUNRA LD muove st him e Loing L ngw
tremp hog bhaome
tylend at
woe that

E::ldvuod Shat MEUIY had o i}
Clayton, Winians, whum he went to mee durinpg the 11
he wan liviog with her. Y 2}l [ iend, 1 LRAMtl nane
however , aiviped
o the doath .
LAYTON .,

unkpnown, vas ot knowon to ,

that she had haard AGNES wont to Casliforuin prilov t
had returuned to C

unow ot AGNKU o 13 STNLS JU

of IWIRIS and mhe did not hnow §f AGNLS
She nevor mont tovoed to MURRIE that sho

wis paying owee of her Lille.
during tho timo thay
but would vito

l'___':ju.tvuod that MONLY,
livod togathaey novoer had intaorpourae with hor,
hor and hit her savagely with his fleutn, und ouguiged An une
natural gsox nota. Uhe advised that ovon though ho onused horx
putin at thene timeas, sho atayed with him nw who did wot have

uny srelativos or unyone oluo to nsumist hor,
and MOWIE woro vowiding :

b

'  Dpuring tho timo that |
togathor, Mr. PAUL, o whito man, who had & wuod owr lot 'next
to MOWRIN' mhop w , by the houso to got MORWIN. MoRRIS -
y' to whore thoy vore xolng or whnt. . |
‘PAUL would . .

nover axplained to
wtnted that M,
d NOMRIS poomod tO .-

~ thoy were going to do. |
©  ofton o into tho shoo shop and that 1
& ocoongton whon aho, wont, tothae shop ' .

.onwo_to tho shop..

ho olono.
and found thoro with MORRIS, Mr. PAU
and offoro o take hox ‘home and told hor to leave tnd 10 ;
loave MORRIS nlono. “ ' STy
' ' . N \ . . * ' ) ¢ \. ' ;\ '
— ] advissd thuat to hox knowledgo NORRIS bod o —.
\ '“\” . \ v \ 5 ) ) . . ‘\ . ;_u N
1/320/68 . "' Forriday, Loutstagr -+ - ''"* NO:107-3330 "
BA BLMER B, LITCHFIELD .. ' oo C -‘
SA WILLIAM QUACKENBUSH /8gr_ . '\ ' pwwtiiied  3/47/68 e
& ey - v - =
nent goihning pelther M‘wmmou‘mull‘\m:'nm\‘mmlumnu ol the FHE I st propetiycat the Fa‘taml W inned e iyuut wyenuyy® v
m:m‘m wie nut b duabributed wulvide yowr vgenvy ‘{ ' . \ Yo ! "
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never doune or said anything to offond anyono, white ox

Negro. Sho stated that none of the Nogroes in tho cormunity
have talked to hoy rogarding the death of MORRIS aAnd nO one
g:st ;.ndxcated to her that thoy have any information rogarding his
- o -

- bt i © fire she was in her roon a.t%:"‘ ;:-" )
. This, room 15 located behind t -
buildings op Fourtih Street and the shoe shop ia not visible -3

from this roon. stated that on tho night of the fLive,- k
MORRIS' grandson came Yo her door and told her that HORRIS A
haa baon burned in the fm sAd wantod to know if he could :
gtay with her. She let him in and put him t6 bed. She dia

not, xealize how bad .HOBB!S hnd been burned. Sho though he hod

m*buxnad ‘his hands and the grnndson woul.d not tell hox a.nything

excopt that he wanted to stay with her. The grandson did not
tell hor anything about the fire oxcapt that his grandfather
hed beén burnod.

i
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tmplicated 1n any eay with bootlegging, narcotios or fenciug
stolen goods,

MORRIS' radio program had religious overtonea,
iovited people to attend church services, meuntioned names of
out of town visitors, advertised local business establishments,

both white and colored,

It

and dedicated songs to local residents,
* LILOYD PAUL was one of MORRIS' closest friends,

Occasionally he came into MORRIS' shop while JOHNSON was

there and PAUL and MORRIS went outside to talk, Occasionally,

PAUL allowed MORRIS to borrow one of PAUL'sB used cars to go

to Claytoun, muismna".x;z - .

When nORBIS was mad at his woman 1n Clayton, he
stayed 1n the back room of his shop.

MORRIS? grandson was a problem to him due to the
fact that the grandson would not stay home when needed,
MORRIS mentioned to JOHNSON that he was going to call the
policeé to get his grandson straightened out. JOARSON does ;
not know if he ever did this por does JOHNSON know of his |
own personal knowledge of a policeman Or other white man
ever having come to MORRIS' shop to talk to him about this
problem, JOHNSON never saw a policeman or a white man "pull
a gun®™ on MORRIS, At one time a colored woman, poBsibly
MAEEL, lagt name unknown, also kpown as. "M;Bi", asked JOHNSON
JOHNBON, in turn, repeated the’ story

He

about such an event,
involving soméone pulling a gun on HORRIS, to MORRIS.
laughed and said “people sure carry anything don't they."

f

JOHNSON had also heard unspecified people talk on
the street about the "gun pulling” incident that had allegedly

occurred about one year ago,
A Negro man, named RIT or RICK, bad worked for and
He and

lived with MORRIS until two or three months ago,
‘HORRIS had an argument, believed to be over rent payment, and

this man moved out,

§ e e ct—
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was advised of thce identily of the intervievwing
following information was furnished by [ 1

nfen N
: She advised that she 18 the former wife of

C ] &5he stated that they were married June, 1963,

in Natchez, Mississippl, and vwere seoparated in August of 1964.

‘and divorced November, 1864. She added that even she

i8 legally divorced she continnea to use the name

She advised that herxr tomer husband use to huve
a girl friend by the name of OPAL, last nome unknown, who
resided in Fexriday louisiana:. 8She stated that as for as
she knows this giri still resides in Perriday, but belleves
she is now married. : advised that she does not believe
that her former htsband was see:lns OPALtwh.lle she was marr:led

continued by saying that she ben.eves
that 15 now  residing at Boute 1, Union, Mississippi,:
where he operates a chicken farm. She stated that she s8W T
her former-husband over a year ago in Natchez when he was S
driving a /1863 Bel A:i.z' Chévrolet red and white in coloxr.
She added that she does not know if he still has this car.

' Mrs. i'; advised that to the best of her knowledge
her former ‘husband d a- not belong to© the Eu Klux Klan,  but e
diad belong to an organization similar toithe White Citizens
would attend a weekly meeting

Council, ' She stated that
" of this organization. She advised.that she does not know the
name of this group. ) - N
~dMrg. [ Iadviaod that vhen ahe was marriod to
] bho was employed at Jones® Lumber Mill
in Natchez, Hississippi. Prior to his vorking at the mill,
[ Juas employed as a butcher at Jitney Jungle Market and
nt Nntional Fbod store, hot.h S Nntchez. nmemnxppi.

fiee . 187-3308 - — -

~  1/81/65 - °' Natchez, Uississippi -
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Hm’.l
s completely unfami il
former husband talk of any FRANK

advised that tne ‘name PRANK BORRIS

lar to her nor- did she ever hear her
had not heard of | i

Hississippil, around December of 1984.

’

8. Bhe adviod that she
being around Natchez,
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February 4, 1965 :
l was intervieved a@m‘rﬁﬂ T ﬁ’
I3 bor of who is also known Qs
He 6tated that his ‘son bad formerly goneo with
a girl from Ferriday, Louisiand, who wne a beauty shop oEerator

nwe

and operated her own beauty shop. As a matter of fact,
had bréught the girl to/ the family farm on = couple of ‘
occasiona but t been going with: this girl for two Or ,
three: years., could not recall “the girl's name. ‘only
the. fact that she rab a beauty shop. :, :
accords.ng 10 his tather. has been

work!.ng 1n the Natchez. E:lssisslppi. ared. and also in’
Innisiana,, Just aerosa ‘the statelina Hd-bélieves that
vas in Louisiana aro:md Decembar 10, 1964. leaving theére

- He returned to ‘Thton and

Just after the first of the yoir,
rem:lned for a cm:ple of waaks after which, he réturned to
etther the Hatchez area or back to l.ouistuna £0 seek
i said thiit his son told him that he
1et him know ‘'when heé obta!.ned Elof nt
g8,

- employment,
would wri.te -and
and was settled btﬂ: to date, has ot done 80.,
-drives & 1961 réd and whité Chevrolet with MissIssipp
probably from A_ams connty. ,
[:advised that if -and when: he réceivés any
word whatsoever concerning Ws son;. he will 1mmsd1ately

potify the ‘16cal Besident Agency of the PBX and in the
event his son returns home, will have nm contact the FBI

office ip person:;

!
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and fres., TEXKR MOORIS,
Both stated thoy

On Japuary 30,
Mr. BOOMR

1968, mx.
louisitenn, were ifintorvieved
have not heard fruom HECKWITH in spprozimately threco monthas
unknpowvn to thewn.
advined that BECKYITH's mother is CHARLOTTE ROORB , also
3 Both

Gllbert-

and his cuarrent wberet':bouts is
knowvn as "COOT" and rosides in Jonesboro, louisiann.
¥r. and Mrs. ZEKE FOORE said that it 1¢ pomssiblo that
BECKVITH may hnve gone to his mothor‘'e place. Both astate
the addrcss of CHARILOTFTE RODOBE in Jonesboro is unknown to

thenm.
The tollowlng invostigation wvas conducted by
8A's GERALD A. THONMPSON and DRAN 8. LYTLB on February 3,

1965 at Gilbert, Louisinmr
ZEKB BOORE were contacted and advised

Mr. and Nrs.
thoy could furnish ‘no further information concerning the
vheresbouts of CHARLOTTE MOORE or JOHN EDWARD BLCKWITH,
"BUBBA". The EOORE's suggested

also known'as "BRIGHT BOY",
LETTIE WHITLEY beo contacted for further inform tion.

Mrs.,

Brs. LETTIE WHITLEY, Generul Delivery, Gilber$,.
Iouisiona, was contactod and advisod that
wos 1iving in Jonesboro, Louisiona, with hor (CHARLOTTE'e)
sister, ‘BOOKER ANDERSON whbolives with &-man named LEON .
.-SEALL and.that she (CHARLOFTE) ia wvorking in o white
woman's ‘Home asa cook. Slw addod that cnamn'rm bhas
) used: 1n the past tho last nnme*of Bn'mmr -ghe could
furnish no further information regaxrding cmmom WOORR's
present wherenhouts.

Mrs.; VBITLEY stated thot she knows JOHN EDWARD
BECRVITH 60 "BUBBA" and. that the last gime she could
reécnll BECKWITH being in Gilbert, louilsiann, was on
December 6, 1964 whén heo attended to a funernol in connection
vith his work with the Richardson Funersl Home in Forriday.
‘Shé- stated tlmt a fev dnys after that it wis rumored

8he

BECKWITH had left lotnetnna and was gbtng to Texas.
‘said she could not furnisho tho sourco Of thle rumor.

are. Wm.ny,aavmed thot her doughter, JOSI B,
.WBITLEY, dgo 18, who' i3 a residant housemothor (Dean of Girls)

‘at Grambling (bnego. Grambling, lonistunn, had tanlked to

199
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one EARNEST CURTAIN of Gilbert, louigsiana, and that CURTAIRN
adviscd her that BECKSITH had told him, (CURTAIN), that he
wvas leaving Ferriday, where he was living, because his,
(BECXV¥ITH'e), lifemd been threatened. The threat was in

the form of.a note placed on BECKWITH's door at his residence
in Ferriday, warning him that he would be the next to die.
This note was found by BECKVITH a few days after the

burning of FRANK MORRIS, who had been a friend of BRCKVWITH.

Mrs. WHITLEY stated that BARNEST CURTAIN, who
allegedly informed her daughter, JOSI B. WHITLEY, of the
threat made on the life of BECKWITH, died and was burled on
January 31, 1965. She said she could furnish no further
1nformhtion regarding this matter.

Mrs. WHITLEY stated she hna a sister, HEDDIE BROOKS,
3411 Avenue "H", Galveston, Texas, and that BECEWITH might
possibly have contacted her in Galveston. She advised she
knew 0f noé one else sho had any furthexr information about
the possible whreabouts ©f BECKWITH.

‘Mrs. EARNEST CURTAIN wias contacted. and advised
that her husband, who died of natural causes, bad been a
good fiend of BECEKWITH, but that her husband had never
discussed anything with her reégarding any threéats to
BECKWITH or BBCKWITE'S presént whereabouts, and that she
could’ furnish no further information in this matter.

Mr. and Mrs. ZEKE MOORE, Gilbert, Louilsiana,
were recontacted and advised that they had heard nothing
about BECKWITH going to Texas and knew nothing of any
threats made on BECEVITH's 1life and could furnish no

TR further<dnformation.,
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Nrs. CBARLOTTR BETHFLEY, Genecral Delivery, Joneshboro,
umisuna, teléphone 4683, in care of BOCERR ANDERSON, Gin .
Quarters, was advised of the identities of interviecwing
She &tated that sho is the- wothar o2 JOHN EDWARD:
BECEWITH, 'wvho formerly restided ‘at Ferriday, Louisinna,. &B )

. Agents.
stated that her sop visited hor at Jonesboro, lLouisiana, on
Januiary 17, 1865, and at that tiws he t6ld her ho bhad
received telephoné calls at Ferriday £oon after the Negro
@an was burned -in his Shop at Ferriday ardund Decénber 10,

that he was tOld he was to leave Ferriday . at. ence

’1966 _and
& would beé next. F¥rs. BETHELEY stated that her ‘@on
told hen' that he left lrerrtday inmediatoly aftor receiving _

the téiephoné callgd. She statdd that gho dld not know

where he was until de arrived in Joliesboro on Jamary 17.

1965, .8he stated that hé left Jonesboro tho atme day he
arrived thére to returi to the lone Star Funeral Houe,
3626 -Spring Avenueé; Dallaa 10,. ‘where ho bad boen
-employed .gince ‘ghortly after he lett Forriday. ms. -
BETHELEY Stated that. hér Son had ‘told her that he had

been .a -close frieénd of rmx JEORRIS, who hnd died from
burns received &t Mriday. ‘Touipiann, around Dacenher 10,

1965. bat acctording to Mrg.. -BETHELEY, ‘her .son nade B0

mertion of knowing anythzng x-gagardnxg the-. circunstaaces

of the durning of HORRIS® shop or knowug ‘who might have
ghop.

beon responsiblé for the burning of the

CoOiS__o_Suillsbien, Sontsisss e s
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