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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

5010-108-01

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ({\
. \

MAY 1862 EDITION
GSA FPMR (31 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, JACKSON (157-958) (C)

7

DATE:

SA NORMAN H. STUTTE

EARNEST HENRY AVANTS
EM - KLAN
00: JACKSON

Investigation in this matter was begun in order
to determine if subject is now presently involved in any
klan activities in the Natchez, Miss., area. All investiga-
tion in this matter has been conducted and has failed to
yield any direct indication that the subJect is now directly
involved with any klan activities or is a member of a klan
un1t.

In view of the foregoing information, it is
recommended that this matter be considered closed

-

- Jackson
NHS/njb

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM NU. 10
2 - MAY 1862 EDITION %
’ GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8
A

UNITFD STATES \/—l ;\>7FRNI\iE\I T
Memorandum

TO : SAC, JACKSON (157-1519) (P)

FROM : GA NORMAN H. STUTTE

SUBjECT: UKA, INC,
ADAMS COUNTY, MISS.

)

DATE: 12/R1//72

on 12/15/72. |

and furnished the following voluntary infomation:

|

He stated in the interim that the following
information was the only information that he had available
concerning the status of UKA Unit #2 in Adams County,

Mississippi:

. Jackson (2-157-1519)

157-958) (ERNEST HENRY AVANTS)
-157-2444) (RALEIGH JACKSON GLOVER)
(1-157-2801) (DONALD HOUSTON WILKINSON)
(1-157-5151) (JEWEL LEE BURT)
(1-157-5940) (W. L. ROBERTSON)

(1-157-7569) (JAMES JACKSON)
(1-157-7601) (MELVIN LAVERN HARDY)
(CHARLES BRUCE MCAK)
(AMOS EUGENE KINNEY)
(CHARLES/ NATIONS)

- (1-157-14804)
(1-157-14805)
(1-157-15766)
(1-157-15891)
(1-157-15892)
(1-157-15893)
(1-157-15894)
(1-157-15895)
(1-157-15896)

\ -} Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Reght?
/

(CECIL BAILEY)
(H. E./VINES)
(EUGEI

S LIPSCOMB)

® L. THOMAS)
(BOBBY BRUCE BOYD

’/§7 95/ )58

FBI—JACKSON s

SEARCHED—, INDEXED
SERIALIZED. . FILED =
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JN 157-1519

He advxsed at the present time DONALD WILKINSON is
still the EC and that W. L. ROBERTSON is the secretary-
treasurer. He stated that there are actually only about
six active members. Those members being the two mentioned
above, plus JEWEL LEE BURT, and JEWEL LEE BURT's son-in-law,
AMOS EUGENE KINNEY, He stated that he has no information
whatsoever indicating that CHARLES MOAK, MELVIN HARDY,
CECIL BAILEY, H. E., VINES, BOBBY BOYD, JAMES LIPSCOMB,
or GORDON HUGHES are paying their dues or even interested
in further contact by UKA people in Adams County, Miss,

He stated it has come to his attention that EUGENE L,

THOMAS who resides near Stanton or Cannonsburg, Mississippi,
is probably trying to obtain the EC's job and that he has
no definite indication that this is going to occur. He
further advised that a person who attended at one time
several meetings and was taken into the UKA Unit #2 was
CHARLES BRUCE MOAK but stated that since MOAK won a shot-
gun approximately one year ago he has not attended any
meetings although upon occasion he did pay his dues.

He advised that JAMES JACKSON is not a member of
UKA Unit #2 although he might possibly be a member of the
Third Unit in Natchez, Mississippi. He stated, however,
his contact with other klansmen indicate that UKA Unit #3
has now become defunct as well as UKA Unit #1 Whlch is old
Unit 800.

He indicated that he has no information whatsoever
concerning the possible membership of CHARLES NATIONS in
any klan unit. He stated that NATIONS resides on W. FIELDS'
property on the Morgantown Road near Washington, Mississippi,
and he believes him to be a roughneck in the o0il fields,

He stated, however, that he is not sure this is the right
man. :

He advised that it is his information that ERNEST
HENRY AVANTS is allegedly separated from his wife, GLADYS.

DocId: 539165327 Page 4
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JN 157-1519

He stated that she is running a small cafe located in the
Natchez, Mississippi, area and that AVANTS himself is
working somewhere off-shore with some oil company. He
stated that he has no infommation indicating that AVANTS
is a member of any klan unit at this time.

HW 2008 DocId:592165327 Page 5



MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ' ’ ' : . SN ‘

" UNITED STATES GOV hRNMENT

- Memorandum

TO  : SAC, JACKSON (157-1519) . patE:

FROM SA NORMAN.H, STUTTE

SUBJECT:  UKA, INC,
ADAMS COUNTY, MISS.
EM - KLAN
00: JACKSON

On 10/17/72, EDWARD MADISON HUDSON, 24 Fourth Street,
Natchez, Miss., who is a former member of the UKA in Natchez,
" Miss,, furnished the following voluntary information:

HUDSON advised the following individuals are unknown
to him, and he has no information indicating they might or might
. not be a member of any Klan Unit in the Natchez, Miss., area:

~CHARLES .BRUCE MOAK
CECIL M., BAILEY
H, E, VINES

N
!

157-1519

157-958 (ERNEST HENRY AVANTS)
157-2444 (RALEIGH JACKSON GLOVER) /
157-2801 (DONALD HOUSTON WILKINSON)
- 157-5151 (JJH.LEE BURT) | /
- 157-5940 (WILLIAM LINUS ROBERTS) /
- 157-7569 (JAMES JACKSON) /o '

- 157-7601 (MELVIN LAVERN HARDY) / FOIA (D) (6)
- 157-14804 (CHARLES BRUCE MOAK)  FOIA(b) (7) - (C)
157-14805 (AMOS EUGENE KINNEY) s

- 157-15766 (CHARLES NATIONS)
- 157-15891 (CECIL M, BAILEY)
- 157-15892 (H. E., VINES)
- 157-15893 (EUGENE THOMAS)

-LT§7‘T§§§§ (JAMES LIPSCOMB) |

2 - 157-15896 (GORDON MONROE HUGH

SEARGHEE T
SERIALIZED /0

NMNONNMMONMNNNDNONNNDNDDNNON
!

/‘573’ P/

e NHS /wg ] o -
o (34) - \ / |
U - U
R = -\ Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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JN 157-1519

JAMES LIPSCOMB
GORDON MCNROE HUGHES, JR.

, HUDSON ‘advised that ERNEST AVANTS to his. knowledge
is presently working off-shore with some drilling operation
off the coast of Louisiana, He stated AVANTS wife, whose name
he believes to be SARAH, is operating a cafe in the Trace Down
Shopping Center in Natchez, Miss, ‘ :

HUDSON advised he has recently obtalned information
that would indicate that RALEIGH JACKSON GLOVER is moving into
the residence of DONALD WILKINSON after WILKINSON became involved

~with a-ten or eleven-year-old girl and was charged with Statutory
Rape. He stated he has no idea at the present time where WILKINSON

can be located and stated it was only hearsay that GLOVER had
moved into WILKINSON's house. Further, HUDSON advised that he
had been talking to CHICKEN FOOT ROBINSON concerning WILKINSON

~ and his problem, and stated that a good many of the Klan in the

Natchez, Miss., area are divided on case of WILKINSON, approxi-
mately fifty percent being for him, stating he could not have
done this, and approximately fifty percent being one hundred
percent agalnst him. . :

'HUDSON stated he had overheard recently from JAMES

‘JACKSON that JEWEL LEE BURT and his son-in- ~-law, AMOS EUGENE

KINNEY have become rather disenchanted with the UKA Unit #2
after WILKINSON was involved with the young girl and was
indicted, He stated another person at the table at Bob's

Eats located on Highway 61 North in Natchez, Miss., was.

later identified to him as EMMETT L. HARDY, said something
to the effect the unit should be disbanded and forgotten
about inasmuch as nobody seems to be interested. He stated
it is his believe that BURT is residing with one of his .

daughters, whose husband was killed in some sort of industrial

accident and that AMOS KINNEY, his son-<in- law is also reSLdlng
at the same 1location, :

DocId: 592165327 Page 7



:JN'157-1519

HUDSON advised the name CHARLES NATIONS seems
vaguely familiar to him and this particular individual is .
a roughneck who works in the o0il fields in and around Natchez,
Miss., He .stated he has never obtained any information lndlcatlng
that NATIONS is a member of the Klan but stated he does believe
he lives out towards TULLY SEALE's re81dence near the end of
Morgantown Road in Washingtay Miss, :

_ HUDSON advised the name EUGENE THOMAS is the name
that was given to him as being a man who is allegedly pushing
for the EC of Unit #2 of which DONALD WILKINSON has: been

- suspended, He stated he obtained this information and that
he. does not know how accurate it might be,

_and he w111 attempt to obtain further lntormatlon on
| EUGENE THOMAS, | T

. , : ~ FOIA(b) (6)
LEADS: o : FOIA(b) (7) - (C)

JACKSON

AT NATCHEZ (ADAMS COUNTY), MISS,

Will follow and develop background on UKA Unit #2
" new members in the Natchez area,

HW 2008 DocId:592165327 Page 8§



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

MAY 1962 EDITION N /\\

GSA FPMR {41 CFR) 101-11.8 \/
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : SAC, JACKSON ‘1,7'958) (P) DATE: 2

FrRoM :SA NORMAN H, STUTTE

SUEﬂBT;ERNEST HENRY AVANTS
EM - KLAN '
00: JN

Re memo of SAs FRANK B. WATTS and JOHN B.
RUCKER, JR., dated 7/21/72.

The following investigation was conducted
at Natchez, Miss., by SA NORMAN H. STUTTE:

LEROY WATTS, Records, Adams County SO,
Natchez, Miss., advised that under Adams Co. SO arrest
records he located an arrest record for ERNEST HENRY
AVANTS as follows:

Date Charge Disposition !
12/13/68 Public drunk  Charges dropped
3/3/69 Disturbing the Charges dropped
: peace ‘
9/9/70 Public drunk No disposition
' _ shown
12/9/71 Driving while No disposition
intoxicated - shown
6/19/72 Disturbing the No disposition
peace, public shown’
drunk

Further AVANTS is shown to be a white male
American born 1/23/31 in Lincoln @o., Miss., 71" .tall,
195 pounds, blond hair, blue eyeg, ruddy complex1on,

4{% s ¢

5010-108-01
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JN 157-958

employed with Williams Offshore Drilling,,Néw Orleans,
Louisiana,.

On 7/27/72 Lieutenant GLENN S, ARNOLD,
Natchez, Miss., PD advised that he could locate no
arrest record on ERNEST HENRY AVANTS.

On 8/17/72 ELLA F., ATKINS, Manager, Natchez,
Miss., Credit Bureau, 106 South Wall, Natchez, advised
that her files reflect that ERNEST HENRY AVANTS does
not have a current address in her files. She further
advised that according to her file, AVANTS is employed
with the Williams Offshore Drilling Co. out of New Orleans,
La., and his wife, GLADYS, is employed at the Trace Town
Cafe at Trace Town Shopping Center, Natchez.

LEADS:

JACKSON

AT NATCHEZ (ADAMS CO.), MISS.

Follow and report attempts to determine if subject
is involved in current Klan activities.

DocId: 59165327 Page 10
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION : .
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 /,\

UNITED STATES C ERNMENT

Memorandum

. SAC, JACKSON (157- <\v§’) (p) . bpate: 7/28/72

. SA FRANK B. WATTS

Eotmve ) s

EM (KLAN) , /{EQIA<b)(7) - (D)

on 7/13/72, | | a highly sensitive
source, furnished certain original klan records which
were in possession of W. S. TORRANCE (klan 1edder),

Jackson, Miss.

The attached was. part of. these records furnished
by this informant. ~ L

Original of the attached is located in

1.- 157-
FBW/clm (1)

SEARCHED.___COZINDEXED
SERIALiZED \EWED..

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Pajroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM Ko.

MAY 1962 EDMITION

GSA FPMR {41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES G ERNMENT
Memorandum

To  :SAC, JACKSON (157- 958) | DATE: 7/21/72

SA FRANK B, WATTS
FROM “SA JOHN B. RUCKER, JR.
FOIA (b) (7) - (D)
SUBJECT.ERNEST AVANT
E - KLAN
On 7/13/72, ; an anonymous source,

furn1°hed certain orlglnal Klan records, publlcatlons,
and other miscellaneous Klan llterature. This material
reflected activity of various Klan groups such as the
WKKKKOM, UKA, Inc., National States Rights Party, and
Natlonal Socxallst White Peoples Party, as well as
miscellaneous type organizations such as the John Birch
Society, and National White Citizens Council.

Among this voluminous material was found
original dues records, Klan membership applications, as
well as a list of secret members of combined Klan groups
made up of trusted leaders and most proven Klansmen,

Subject's name appeared among this material,

" Details of all. information furnished by this
‘highly sensitive source is located in

The original record which reflects informaticn in
regard to captioned individual is being directed to thlS
file,

In view of the above, subject's case is being
reopened. Appropriate record cnecls should be made to further
identify subject, develop background, as well as contact with
current informants for any 1nd1cat1on of current.activity
‘and/or violence potential.

/5T 958 154
SEARCHED r/INDEXED
SERIALIZED__i FILED..M..._‘

~JuLz2 11972, -
s FBF—JACKSGﬁfd§£§:: S

FBW: bbb

Bu] U.S. Savmgf Bonds Regulzzrlj on the Payrol S'ﬂvzngj Plan

5010-108-01
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JN 157

Due to the extreme sensitivity of the original
source in this matter, no interview should be conducted
unless current substantiating information is obtained
from independent sources,

DocId: 59165327 Page 14
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Cover Sheet for informunt Reg

P'-306 (Rev. 9-30-60)

~

Date prepared

Date received

6/2, 22/70

Received from (name or symbol number)

Received by

SA ROBERT hDWARD LEE

Method of delivery (check appropriate blocks)

J3g orally

[Jrecording device [} written by Informant

© YXJin person § by telephone — by mail

if orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent:
Date

FOIA(b)(7) -

Date of Report

(D) June 2ly; 1970

Dictated to

Transcribed

Authenticaled
by Informant -

Date(s) of activity

Brief description of actl\xtv or material

Information rega vdjng,varlouu 1n61VLduals*

around

{jio werc at one time associated with the
WEKKKOM, Jones County, Miss. and who hang
AT A e T T o n] IS e

L% PRSTI SRS S O ) Ju&L—LLuLg J.;Lb.)t-’o

VIOLENCE OR REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES WERE NOT DISCUSSED,

?E‘ﬁe where original is located ifnot attached

* INDIVIDUALS DESIGNATED BY AN ASTERISK (¥) ONLY ATTENDED A MEETING AND DID NOT ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE.

GEORGE

PO‘JI{_JQ dp /
RUEST ]

AVANTS

[} Information recorded on a card index by on date
Remarks: ’
157-0106 WKKKKOM, Jones Couptj, Misse
157-3480 DEAVOURS NIX /
"/~ FOIA(b) (6)
[ FOIA(b) (7) - (C)

Block Shmp

HW 2008 DocId:592165327 Page 15
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. " #0IA(b) (6) &
A(b) (7) - (C) :
, | pEavours wix June 22, 1970
on 6/2/70, source ad71 ed. tnat 5 was observed at
Nick's #l, opbr"Led by FthUnS NIA former Stete investigator

of the WKKKKOMo
bothwre drinking. A
wife came
he had not been/ home and

with eanother DQPSOHO Sha statﬁd she" was nOu 001n to put up W1th
this situa th“o ' ; ~ . ~

: wag.with'a WQLan other than his wife and
1€ and the woman 1efu

5 yps in Nick's #1,
wee o ‘| She claimed that
for Sevar 1 d ¥So Tt wes Tearned that nearly
comes to Nicks!#l, he Lakes "scrapxs for his
living near| T

on 6/22/70, sourcp aé
about three tlme% 1u
he had not been home
everytlmo !
doge He is sTLLI

ff)

L3IV

It was learned that E and is
working| g | «

| [was in Nick's ﬁl VePy drunk lest WGek ana some Tthere,
believed to heve been one of the waitresses asked |what
was wrong with| L Istﬁ ed he was drunk and was not

celebrating any victorye

It was also learned that| |and NIX were very much in

favor of JAMES HESTER for C“P&HLL Judge, Jones County over Judge
LUNSFORD CASEY. It was not known just what the reason was for this '
support. It was believed that CASEY had been going along with the

area of Niek'!s #1 but must navc crossed them in some wWa¥o

GEORGE POORE, JR.

on 6/ag 22/70, source adVLqed that GEORGE POORE, JR., is still
living in a room over Nick's #1lo He is employed by Chelsey Prultt
Drilling Companyy neaxr We ynosboroy Misse

BRITEST AVANTS

on 6/22/70, source lea’ned that the wife ofl B
wes calling long distance for[gﬁ |but aid not locate

him since no one at Nick's #l, would give her his home telephone
numnbere

EDDIE SULLIVAN, JR,  TRAVIS BUCKLEY

on 6/22/70, source adbised that HOMER SULLIVAN, SR., father of
EDDIE SULLIVA, JRe, was observed talking with THAVIS BUCKLEY, ALt~
orneyy for LJDIL, about the trial of SUL]IVAW that is coming up in
Jasper County, Miss. charged with possesion of burglary toolss

o

. . . f

HW 2008 DocId:592165327 Page 16



[ P -

on 6/2/70, source advised that L was observed at Nick!
#1, recently. Hewns drinking too excess and was trying to start
trouble with a customer, however, some one stopped him and he quited

“downe Source believes thatl was on some type of narcoticse

HW 2003

DEAVOURS NIX

On 6/22/70, source advised that DEAVOURS NIX, was observed at
Nickts #1l, last week. He came into the building around 11:30 pm
walked to the rear of the bullding where he sat on & box. It appeared
thaet he might slide into the box but he never did. He sat there from
the time of arrival until approximately 1:00 am, He was smiling atb
everyone and laughed at some of the remarks by the customers. It wes
reported that this was something unususl frmx for NIX ximmzz since
he is usually very gruff and argumentive,

DocId: 59165327 Page 17
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Cover Shice! for 7 "ormont Report or Material : : . e

i FDL306 (Rev, 9-30-69)

& . ) o S ) -

Date prepared -

March 31, 1970

'§ "Date rcc.eivcd ‘ eccived from (name or symbol number) . Received by
- 13/6,10,23/70 -~ | sA ROBERT EDWARD LEE
’ f ' SA BERNARD C, LANG

Method of delivery (check appropriate blocks) ; - )
: %‘Zj in person K} by telephone 1 by mail K¥j-orally [ recording device {] written by Informant ‘
If orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agc*lt o Date of Report
Date : L
3/31/70

Date(s) of activity

.2/13/70 -=  3/23/70

Dictated ' to

Transcribed - ¢+ FOIA(D) (T) - (D)

Authenticated
by Informant

Brief description of activity or material

Information concerning. various 1nd1V1duals
that Trequent Nick's Restaurnat #ls operated
by DEAVOURS NIX, forner State Investlgator :

f’ﬁw +1'\ T A AT AT ALY
WITINYITUITY

~File where originalis located ifnot attached

* INDIVIDUALS DESIGNATED BY AN ASTERISK (*) ONLY ATTENDED A MEETING AND DID NOT ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE.
VIOLENCE OR REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES WERE NOT DISCUSSED.

- [} Information recorded on a card index by _- : on date - . :

Remarns

Source advised’ that hewas sick for the 1ast three weeks in February, N
1970 with the fluee o : , . o S o '

1 . 157-18 SAM BOWERS

] 157-63 - WKKKKOM, State, Misse . A RV .
1 157=433 '~ HENRY DEBOXTEL ' U |
. 157-348l DEAVOURS ‘NIX R o | N
1 157-364L3 ELMER HENDRY o : .
£ | 157-4,05l ANDRA HENDRY S _ o I :
i 157-51109 TRAVIS BUCKLEY

] 157-5733- 'BILLY RAY HANKINS

i 157-665l CARL FORD

L 157-8951 GEORGE POORE, JR.

A 157-95L 2 SONNEY COOLEY

o s ERNEST AVANTS —

REL/ . ,' E “ S ' l Block Stamp

. . '-\rw-\ Q‘
. el ~ . A A\
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March 31, 1970

SAM BOWERQi

on 3/6/70, source advised that SAM BOWERS, former Imperial Wizard,

WKKKKOM, advised that he was expecting to be picked up at any time

by the Federal Marshals., Source does not think that BOWERS is going
to file any further legal actione _ ’

DEAVOURS NIX: TRAVIS BUCKLEY and CARL FORD

on 3/6/70, Source advised that DEAVOURS NIX and his attorneys
ARE GETTING THEIR CASE READY T0 GO TO TRIAL later this month, NIX
is sveing the Southern Railroad for dameges to Nickt!s Resbaurant

- #1, caused by the explosion of the tank cars during early 1969,

Source thinks that they are trying to pull some "funny stuff" in
their trial,

DEAVOURS NIX SYBIL NIX ERNEST AVANTS

on 3/10/70, Source advised that ERNEST AVANTS of Natchez, Misse
was in Laurel three or four days before the contact. Hewas staying

~at Nick'!s Restauranb #L, (formerly the John8s Restaurant), owned

by DEAVOURS NIX, former Stite Investigator of the WKKKKOM. Source
does not know just what AVANTS was doing in Laurel since he was.
out at night and shept during the early morninge. He did not work

to sourcets knowledgeo ‘ ‘
1% s got iﬁto an
i has been dating

_whq/is reported to be married,
about the marriage and she got

It was also learned that thre
argument over the boy friend of
a boy by the name of e
The other two waitresses told

“real upseb. and claimed that these girls were trying to brealk up

the affair between ‘and p Mrso, SYBIL NIX fired the:
waitresses because they "stuck Their nose" into the affair oflf:fl
' On 3/23/70, Source advised that the two waitresses who wers Tired
had returned to the job when Mrs, NIX realimzd what had actually
“happendde
on 3/10/70 ._

/Source also reported that asbout oneieek ago that someone reportedly

- called tha cafe and threatened NIX, His wife and family. NIX became.

real upset and called the police, Later some man came in a NIX again
called the PD, They searched the man and his car but did not find .

any gune The man was not arrested and is supposed to have left right
after thise. _ -

HENRY DEBOXTEL

On 3/10/70, Source advised thet information has been received that

HENRY DEBOXTEL was at Nick®!s Restaurant #1 (formerly John's Resaturant)

HW 2003

deliverede After the negro left DEBOXTEL asked the waltress what

on 3/2/70 when a negro male came in snd ordered a sandwich., This was

A
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did that "C6on" want., He was told that he only ordered a sandwich,
DEBOXTEL did not make any further comment. He w as drinking rather
heavy at the time and to source s knowledge has not mentioned the
ncident any moree :

SONNY COOLEY

On 3/23/70, Source heard that SONNY COOLEY had bought a L5 cal
pistol from DEAVOURS NIX, Thls pistol was reportedly owned by SAM
BOWERS, who was in jailo S did not <
through another sources e

l [ A ——

GEORGE POORE JR,

‘on 3/23/70, Source advised that GEORGE POORE, JR., is working
for some o0il drilling company near Uaynesboro, MlSSo and 1is living
with one PAT BAGGETT at 820 W S5th ﬁbreete

SAM BOWERS DEAVOURS NIX

on 3/23/70, Source advised that when the Federal Marshals
arrested SAM BOWERS he was eating lunch at Nick!s Restaurant #1,
formerly John's Restaurant, operated by DEAVOURS NIX, former State
‘Investigator, WKKKKOMe BOWERS was permitted to finish his meal before
leav1ngo : _

Source reported that after the Marshals and BOWERS left some
of thse employees remarked that the Marshals were very nice and did
not act like they had been lead to believeo -
FOIA(b) (6)

' DEAVOURS NIX CARL FORD TRAVIS BUCKLEY FOIA(b)(7) - (C)

on 3/23/70, Source advised that DEAVOURS NIX, Owner, Nick?!s
Restaurant, TRAVIS BUCKLEY and CARL FORDy, Klan Attorneys, have been
working in NIX'E office several days preparing for the damage law
suit against the Southern Railroad. This sult resulted as damaged
“.caused by the Tank Car Explosion én the Southern Rallroad durlnﬂ
the early part of 1969, :

Source overheard BUCKLEY and NIX discussing how many employees
were on duty atk¥ the time of the explosione It was believed that NIX
identified] |
as the only employgeo. 16 Was also discussed if any roomers were
In the rooms over the cafe and it was determlned that no one 'was thereo
Sourée feels that NIX and BUCKLEY might ‘be going to get some out of
town witnesses tos ay they were staying in one of the rooms at _the
‘time of the explosion. Source mentioned that he had heard that
had been approached to say some one was there but she had refuse o do so

Source also learned that Mrs, JOHN McBRIDE, former owner, has

made the statement that NIX has never paid her for the bullding
 and she thinks they, NIX, hopes to get enough money from the rall-
‘road to pay for the building. N /
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(NOTE: On 3/2l/70, TRAVIS_BUCKLEY, was observed at the Belmont
: Cafe in Jackson, Misse eccompained by two W/M who were very
rough lookinge. One was approx imately 26, 510", 190, Blk
haine The other was approximately 28-30, 611, 1é59 dark hair
both were wearing work clothing. The taller of the two was
observed with CARL FORD and BUCKLEY on 3/30/70 at the Court
House in Laurel, Miss)(SA R.E.LEE and SA L. L. AMANNsaw the
gropu in Jackson and LEE saw them in Laurel)

An article in the Laurel -Leader Call 3/31/70 indicated the
case had been settled out of court prior to trial. No amount
of the settlement was mentioned.

on 3/23/70, Source advised that on- 3/20/70, FORD and BUCKLEY
were observed drinking beer at Nick's Restaurant #1l, and after
two beers BUCKLEY quit stating that he was not drinking any more
since his 1limit was now two with no whiskeye FORD continued to
drink as did his wife, both got rather loud before leaving the
restaurante

ANDRA HENDRY “ELMER HENDRY

on 3/23/70, Source advised that several months ago ELMER HENDRY,
father of ANDRA HENDRY, who was tried for murder of a security guard
in Laurel, Misse. during the Masonite Corp. strike in 1967, made the
remark that he had paid GUY WALKER $7,000 in addition to what he paid
the other lawyersy to represent ANDRA o :

BILIY RAY HAVKINS o R - | o

_ on 3/23/70, Source advised that BILLY RAY HANKINS was observed
“at Jonh's Cafey 3/21/70, drinking coffeeo. Source stated that HANKINS ‘
has been observed there on several other occassions but does not seem to
have much conversation with NIX or any of the others,

e LIRS L TR T T B AT . L !
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FD-338 (Rev. 3-14-68) T ~~
OFTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106

~MAY 1982 FOITION

. GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 -

* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO  : SAC, JACKSON (157-958) bate: 5/22/69

FRoM : KX STENO CAROL SMITH

SUBJECT:  ERNEST HENRY AVANTS

RM (KLAN)
In connection with the destruction of channelizing memoranda, the information contained
on the serials listed below was incorporated in a [] report [X] jekteshead memorandum dated
5/13/ . Where the serial is accompanied by the file and serial number of
the original informant report, the information was not used because it was of no value to the
report. The review for the communication checked above was made from 1
through 150

In accordance with the above, the following serials are to be destroyed.

Volume Serials (List by serial or serial scope.) |
i -
20 -

3.3
3¢ . i
+{)
L), FQIA(b)m - (D) §
Lo/

I

No. of copies /—__ Approved !

/ /
Destroyed by ﬂ /(1/.,7) Date *@b? i
D - 758~ /5% ‘ l

_ . o - N
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FD-338 (Rev. 3-14-68) - N
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106

MAY 1962 EDITION

GS$A GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : SAC, DATE:
FROM : SA
SUBJECT:

In connection with the destruction of channelizing memoranda, the information contained

on the serials listed below was incorporated in a [} report [ ]| letterhead memorandum dated
Where the serial is accompanied by the file and serial number of

the original informant report, the information was not used because it was of no value to the
report. The review for the communication checked above was made from

through
In accordance with the above, the following serials are to be destroyed.
—
(Soge o
Volume SeridVs (List by serial or serial scope.)

3 R, A/'/i/aj 4 /./l_)

b= ) z

Il

L7 ’ -
(O o 2
(P } 1 12

=2 !
p 124

(o5~
é/7 i A4

. Z /1

9

o e
"1 )
70
,7% “ ;e

7/

] )7 4 /e -
e IR e

78 " -
%0 ~ i
t? | « ”
No. of copies Approved
| ‘Destroyed by Date
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FD-338 (Rev. 3-14-68) ~ 7~
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106

MAY 1962 F0ITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : SAC, DATE:
FROM : SA
SUBJECT:

In connection with the destruction of channelizing memoranda, the information contained
on the serials listed below was incorporated in a [ ] report [ letterhead memorandum dated
Where the serial is accompanied by the file and serial number of
the original informant report, the information was not used because it was of no value to the
report. The review for the communication checked above was made from
through

In accordance with the above, the following serials are to be destroyed.

e

Volume erials (List by serial or serial scope.) [
< . :

g7 0

C? / Z o

)

TR

?7 ol "

00 S

/0 Y “«

/OS—-—— rt o

yoeo " FOTA(b) (7) - (D) |

(077 S
» 4 7f

DX

SN A

//D V4 b

/" 1!

AN
e

/g
(g "

No. of copies Approved

" /1

/!

Destroyed by Date
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FD-338 (Rev. 3-14-68) Ve
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

MAY 19627EDITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

5010-106

TO SAC, DATE:
FROM SA
SUBJECT:
In connection with the destruction of channelizing memoranda, the information contained
on the serials listed below was incorporated in a [} report [ letterhead memorandum dated
Where the serial is accompanied by the file and serial number of
the original informant report, the information was not used because it was of no value to the
report. The review for the communication checked above was made from
through
In accordance with the above, the following serials are to be destroyed.
Volume Mt g/serial or serial scope.)
7
(20 g - O
, v/ /
/(IR Y
(23 "
; (! Y
' "y >
[ D FOIA (b) (7) - (D)
. _— ¢ ol
S AN
/i /¢
=
S KA ”
/(/ 5’-" /( e/
/e
ep— ¢
/S f
No. of copies Approved
Destroyed by Date
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

HW 2003

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 5010-107-5
MAY 1962 EDITION .
GSA GEN. REG NO. 27

{DQéﬁjN | /Lf’j7‘/'§t§;g," LSO

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT v ' i

M emomndum

SAC, JACKSON (157-958) ¢ ~ patE:  5/22/69
STENO CAROL SMITH

ERNEST HENRY AVANTS
RM (KLAN) .

The following is a correlation of information
contained in serials 1 through 150 in Jackson file
157-958:

Serial 20 On 2/17/65, informant - rhe knew of

no act1v1ty on the part of these 1nd1v1“ua s since January 1,

1965, and in some instances of the. 1isted 1nd1v1duals he had

heard of no activity since he last reported on some of these

individuals which was as far back as September, 1964, ERNEST
AVANTS was one of the 11sted 1nd1v1duals. i R

Serial 32 -~ On. 9/5/65 ’advréed
apparently has been used as a source of information by Agents
of the FBI and when inquiries are made regardlng individuals,

immediately furnishes this 1nformatlon to the individual
concerned g

Serial 33 ~ On 9/3/65, | f[stated that ERNEST
AVANTS was kicked out of the WKKKKOM immediately following

his arrest by the MHSP in November or December, 1964.

“Informant stated it was the opinion of the Klansmen that
"ERNEST AVANTS had "shot hi§ moathooff' and talked too

much thereby causing the arrest of the other three individuals.
Informant stated that when these fdur individuals weére
arrested that two of them were the '"sorriest in Adams County"
and that the other two were falrly decent 1nd1v1duals. He
stated ERNEST AVANTS and JOHN BARBER were tte two ''sorriest
individuals" in Adams County and that JOHN BARBER had also
been kicked out of the WKKKKOM. Informant made the comment that
"AVANTS would be the last one to know anything."

Serlal 34 ’adv1sed on 9/26/65, tha

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Pczym
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FOTA (b) (6)
FOTA (b) (7)

Yo

““being an alibi witness for FULLER and AVANTS.

" JN 157-958

AVANTS was recently arrested in Jonesville, Louisiana,
after he broke into the home belonging to the mayor of
that city. Members of Klan organizations in the Jgnesville,
Louisiana, area have indicated that they are tired of '
AVANTS coming to that city and causing trouble, and have
indicated that if he does not stop these act1v1t1es he

- will be dealt w1th in a severe manner.

Serial 40  advised that HENRY MOORE
had made a statement that he and ERNEST AVANTS rode .
around for ‘a couple of hours on the morning before AVANTS
was arrested that night by officers of the Adams County

Sheriff's Office. Source stated that MOORE had said

that AVANTS had made the statement that he thought that

he would be arrested in the near future but he ‘made

no indication as why he thought he would be arrested.

Source advised that HENRY MOORE said that some unknown
individuals would testify that AVANTS and FULLER were at

the '"Barbeque’’ at the time BEN WHITE was murdered. Source
advised that __]had been in touch with MOORE about

FOTA (b) (7)

- (C) Source advised on 6/18/66 he attended the
prellmlnary hearing of CLAUDE W. FULLER and ERNEST HENRY
AVANTS in Natchez on 6/17/66. Source advised that from
testimony he heard from Jones, he is of the opinion

that JONES is telling the truth about FULLER and AVANTS'
participation in the murder of WHITE but he is not telling
the truth about his participation in thlS murder.

Source adv1sed“that the talk Qh the streets of
Natchez re the motive for this crime is that WHITE, sometime
in the past must have caught FULLER or AVANTS steallng
someone's cattle, o ;

Serial 42 ”edviéed on 6/18/66 that

ERNEST HENRY AVANTS was never a member of the UKA. In the past, he

"was a member .of the WKKKKOM, Source does not know hlS status

at the present time.

Serial 43 — fedvised on 6/20/66 advised that
SAMUEL:y H, BOWERS, JR., and CHARLES BLACKWEL], were in Natchez

area on 6/15/66 attempting to locate ERNEST H,"AVANTS, Lawyer, who

is believed to be JOE VUCARRO. They were unablecte locate him.

2"
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JN 157-958

Informant also reported that about two weeks
ago, ERNEST H. AVANTS, who has been drlnklng very heavily
la tely, was observed at "TINY" LEWIS's bar-be-cue pit
under the influence of alcohol and was bragging to some
of the Klansmen that he had been in on the killing of a Negro

~at the shoe shop in Ferriday, Louisiana, across the river

from Natchez, a few months ago, and also that he had been
in on the killing of two Negroes whose bodies were found
floating in the 0ld Mississippi River near ERNEST PARKER's
island about .two years ago. The informant advised that
while AVANTS has made the statements while in a drunken

‘condition, it should be noted that AVANTS is prone to lie
‘and informafit does not know whether there is any truth to

this 1nformatlon or not.

Informant advised that arrangements have been
made during the past few days at "TINY" LEWIS's bar-be-cue

- pit near Natchez, to establish an alibi for ERNEST HENRY

AVANTS on the day that WHITE was murdered. ‘'TINY" LEWIS's.
twelve year old child and several Klansmen are believed

- willing to testify that AVANTS was observed in théir

presence at the time the killing allegedly took place.

Informant advised that ERNEST HENRY AVANTS
was known .to have made a trip to see SAM H, BOWERS, JR,
Imperial. W1zard a few months ago. Informant was not aware

of the purpose of AVANTS' visit to BOWERS,

-Informant also advised that AVANTS and CLAUDE

- FULLER were seen at the Natchez, Adams County Airport, on

Saturday, 6/11/66. Informant advised that MOODY JORDAN,
who rents airplanes, took CLAUDE FULLER up but wodld not
permit AVANTS to ride because he was drunk. Informant
advised that theyboth had their families with them and he
was of the opinion that they would not be u31ng this as a
means to destroy any weapons. :

Informant advised that he had never known FULLER
and AVANTS to hang around tegether previously and the Saturday
they were at the airport was the first time that he knew of them
being together, Informant advised that he has heard ERNEST
HENRY AVANTS Has been huntlng for something like this to do’
for qu1te some tlme.

3
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JN 157-958

Serial 44 On 7/11/66,  advised that ED FULLER
telephonically contacted him re the raising of money fior
CLAUDE FULLER and ERNEST AVANTS. Informant advised that

SAM BOWERS came to see him the night of 6/15/66 after the
arrest of CLAUDE FULLER and ERNEST AVANTS on 6/14/66. BOWERS
brought with him CHARLES BLACKWELL, an attorney who represents
the WKKKOM. Informant stated BOWERS and BLACKWELL talked

to Mrs. ERNEST AVANTS inquiring as to what had happened
Informant stated BOWERS has not as yet put out any word
through the Klan to collect money for CLAUDE FULLER-. or

ERNEST AVANTS, FOIA(b)(7) ~ (D)

Informant adv1sed that ERNEST AVANTS had made
several trips via chartered airplane to Laurel, MlSS.,
" where informant believes AVANTS contacted SAM BOWERS'
however, informant pointed out that these trips were in
late February or early March, just following the,return
of AVANTS and other Klansmenvfrom‘ the HCUA hearings
in Washington. Informant stated that during these
trips, AVANTS also saw DEAVOURS NIX. Informant pointed
out that the plane used by AVANTS was chartered from Moody Jordan
Flying Service at the Natchez-Adams Co. Airport and the
pilot was furnished by the flying service. Information further
pointed out that he had received information that AVANTS was
generally drunk when he made these trips. '

Informant advised that the parents of ERNEST
AVANTS were- attamtlng to get HUGH CUNNINGHAM an attorney
of Jackson, Miss., to represent their son; however, ERNEST

AVANTS was refusing to accept the services of HUGH CUNNINGHAM
because AVANTS had once gone to CUNNINGHAM requesting him

to take a case in which ERNEST AVANTS w1shed to charge the
State of Miss. with an illegal search of his residence, and
since CUNNINGHAM refused to accéept this case, ERNEST -

AVANTS was noi; refusing to accept the advise of his parents
in obtaining the services of HUGH QUNQINGHAM '

Serial 45 On 7/8/66 | |adv1sed that SAM BOWERS .
~‘and ERNEST HENRY AVENTS.have been seeing a lot of each other.
Informant stated that he had determined that AVANTS had
‘been renting an airplane and going to Laurel, Miss,

e e e
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Informant stated that he also determined that SAM.

BOWERS had come to Natchez in an effort to see ERNEST
AVANTS a day or two after AVANTS was arrested by the

Adams Co. Sheriff's Office, Natchez, Miss., in connection
with the murder of BEN CHESTER WHITE, a Negro male, on
6/12/66. Informant stated he feelsithat BOWERS was
instrumental in getting AVANTS to kill BEN CHESTER

WHITE. Informant stated BOWERS knew AVANTS had been
kicked out of the WKKKKOM at one time and had been

taken back on certain conditions. Informant advised

that immediately following the arrest of CLAUDE FULLER

and ERNEST AVANTS, SAM BOWERS and CHARLES BLACKWELL came
to Natchez and talked to DON WILKERSON, J.K. GREER, TINY
LEWIS, and Mrs. ERNEST AVANTS. Informant stated he had been
told that BOWERS told: 34T KJiZGREER he had come to Natchez,
MlSS., to be sure that AVANTS and FULLER had legal counsel,

Serial 46 On 7/7/66, | advised that ERNEST HENRY'
AVANTS' wife is now working at the Barbeque Pit.

Serial 47 On 7/22/66 | advrsed he had
received information that REILLEY and JOE ZUCCARO,
who are the attorneys representing FULLER and AVANTS, are

both asking for their money. It is reported that Mrs.
GLADYS AVANTS, w1fe of ERNEST AVANTS has paid some on

her b111 ‘ ' FOIA(b)(7) - (D) -

Informant ‘advised that ERNEST H. AVANTS has
been offered the services of HUGH CUNNINGHAM, an ‘attorney
in Jackson, Miss., but that AVANTS has refused to accept the
services of CUNNINGHAM. Informant stated that: ‘he has been
told that Mrs. AVANTS, the mother of ERNEST H, AVANTS,
formerly worked for HUGH CUNNINGHAM and that when she went
to. CUNNINGHAM to request his services that CUNNINGHAM allegedly
told Mrs. AVANTS: that he would represent her son for no charges
whatsoever. Informant stated the WKKKKOM is attempting
to raise money for the families of CLAUDE RLLER and ERNEST
AVANTS . ,

Serlal'48 On 9/26/66,‘ adv1sed that during the
“past couple of weeks a collection has™ een taken up at the Armstrong ]

HW 2008 DocId:592165327 Page 30



JN 157-958

Tire and Rubber Company in Natchez for the families of ERNEST
AVANTS and CLAUDE FULLER,

Serial 49 On 9/19/66, ~advised BILL RILEY had
stated he was charging $2,500 to defend AVANTS should AVANTS
declde to have RILEX represent hlm. a : FOIA (D) (6)
— FOIA (b) (7) - (C)
Serial 50 On 9/28/66,| | advised

| while AVANTS incarcerated E
Adams Count:y Jail. ' L LTI

- Serial 51 On 10/18/66 [ Jadvised that BILL RILEY is an
dttorney in Natchez, Miss., who is representing FULLER and
AVANTS on their murder charge in Natchez. He related that
RILEY had been in touch with ROBERT SHELTON 1n Tuscaloosa,
Alabama, and had advised SHELTON -that" rumors were being o
“spread in the Natchez, Miss., area that. SHELTON had fired :
E. L. MC DANIEL and others from the State Office of the UKA
because they had been stealing money from the statetreasury 5
and also running around with women. According to RILEY, the !

- above rumor is hurting FULLER and AVANTS in preparation '
for their coming trial, and he requested that SHELTON attempt
to stop the above rumor. . Source stated that SAM BOWERS had
indicated to REGGIE CARTER that he had no one to assist
in the preparation of the defense for FULLER and AVANTS ‘
in their coming murder trral “EOIA (B) (7) - (D)

Serial 52 On 10/28/66,| |advised ‘the WCPLDF'
would not give any money for a legal defense of AVANTS in connection
with the murder ofBEN CHESTER WHITE p

‘Serial 53 On 10/19/66, “advised that he had
recently gone to Jackson, Miss,, where he contacted HARRY
DEAN and ELMORE GREAVES, the legal defense fund, regarding
the possibility of obtaining their help in the defenmse i
of ERNEST AVANTS and his trial regarding the killing of '
BEN CHESTER WHITE. Source stated that he had been told that
the legal defense fund woauld not be available for assisting
either FULLER or AVANTS inasmuch as civil rights was not an
issue involved in the WHITE murder. Source advised That SAM
BOWERS and CHARLES BLACKWELL had been in Natchez, Miss., several
times during the recent past with regard to the ERNEST AVANTS -
" CLAUDE FULLER case. He gdvised that BOWERS has stated that they
will t¥y to assist AVANTS but will not be able to give much
money at the present time. Source advised that he had 1earned

6

e . . .
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IN 157-958.

that GLADYS AVANTS had recently gone to Laurel Miss.,

- whee she met with SAM BOWERS and was given approxlmately

$200 to assist in ob taining legal counsel for ERNEST
AVANTS ' ‘

Source advised that he,ﬁéd heard that ERNEST

~ AVANTS' father had made the statement that arrangements

could be made for the Negro female who had allegedly

" witnessed his son in the area of the BEN CHESTER WHITE

residence on the night of the slaying not to show up for
the trial. -

Sogrce'gdvised,éhat ERNEST AVANTS had told

| who in turn had told | ]
that was the only individual who could

positively place him at BEN CHESTER WHITE's residence.

Sertal 55 On 11/20/66, | | advised that

Lawyer RILEY who is defending JONES, AVANTS, and FULLER has
indicated that everything that was used in the preliminary
hearing cannot be used in the trial as JONES could now say
that he had nothing to do with it and thus the information

supposedly furnished by him could not be 1ntroduced in

court, v S 4 FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

Serial 57 On 12/16/66 | |adv18ed subject was
released from the Adams County Jail on 12/16/66. This is the case
where AVANTS is charged with the murder of BEN CHESTER WHITE,
Source did not know the identity of the individuals who put

'up the bail for AVANTIS,

Serial 60  On 12/16/66, |”advised $600 was
raised raffling a set of tires in an effort to raise $500 for

‘legal fees for JONES in the Fuller, Avants, Jones vs§ State

(BEN CHESTER WHITE murder). Attorney RILEY of Natchez had

told FULLER and AVANTS that JONES could either help their defense
or put them in it. FULLER and AVANTS have been permitted to

make bond, S ‘ s S
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Serial 61 vised on 1/10/67 2
that his last contact with SAMABOWERS was in the fall of
1966 when BOWERS was at the Bar-B-Que Pit discussing
"raising money' for the defense of ERNEST AVANTS and CLAUDE
FULLER. Source-stated that at this time BOWERS let him
know that he, BOWERS, did not want the source in on the
raising of the money for AVANTS and FULLER. Source stated
that ERNEST AVANTS was release om the Adams County
Jail on 12/16/66 on bond and that shortly thereafter
AVANTS went to the Bar-B-Que Pi d began telling
everyone that the source was an formant of the FBI.

Serial 63  On 3/3/67,

x |adv13ed AVANTS not known
to be a member of Silver ollar Group.

Serial 65 On 3/14/67 Former ‘ advised
that "several surprises w1ll come up during the course of the
murder trial of CLAUDE FULLER and ERNEST AVANTS,"

Serial 67 On 3/17/67, Former‘

|adv15ed subject

- member of Old Orlglnals WKKKKOM and UKA but never mentioned

Silver Dollar.

Serial 68 = On 3/28/67, [ I advised that when
subject gets '"juiced-up" on Jax, he Wilﬁ do most anything;f,

" otherwise he is OK,

~Serial 69 - On 3/28/67,| ﬁ | advised JEWEL BURT is

used on committee to obtain funds in behalf of AVANTS in the
"BEN CHESTER WHITE" murder case. «

Setial 70 On 4/7/67, 5 “I advised that[ |

[[and ERNEST AVANTS were former members of the WKKKKOM

"until they were kicked out for their heavy drinking. Source
‘advised that AVANTS and FULLER sawed down the first roadSLde

sign that the Negro (FNU) DUMAS placed on the roadway near
TINY LEWIS' Bar-B-Que Pit, Natchez, Mis sissippi. Source also
stated that AVANTS and shot into the other signs Whlch
DUMAS placed around .Natchez, Miss., advertlslng the Dumas
Motel. ,

Source stated ERNEST HENRY AYAETS was a memoer of

THE OKKKK . Source stated

that the day following the killing of BEN CHESTER WHITE,
EULLER, AVANTS, and thelr wives and chlldren went on a plcnic

8 FOIA(b)(6)
- - FOIA(b) (7) - (C)
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near Pretty Creek Miss. Source stated that he heard

also that AVANTS and FULLER rode around in an airplane

over the area where WHITE was killed, however, did not

know who flew or owned the airplane, Source stated ’
that shortly before the killing of BEN CHESTER WHITE, before
June, 1966, he was approached by CLAUDE FULLER who asked
him if heswas interestediin joining a new action group.
Shortly thereafter the source met with AVANTS who told

him the new group of FULLER's was to be known as the
Cottonmouth Moccasin Group amd AVANTS created the name.
Source stated that he knows CLAUDE FULLER, ERNEST AVANTS,
JAMES JACKSON, and a tall blond boy who. is a millwright at
the International Paper Co. and a close associate of FULLER,
were« associated with this group.

Sdgur.cg adxv ised | . |
|wh11e AVANTS was in Jall ’

f Serlal 71 On 4/6/67,| | advrs d subJect
- was a person he knew and Fad furnished info ab ut previously. .

Serial 72 = On 3/31/67, | | |adv1sed subject was in
OKKK, WKKKKOM, had heard he was to be tried 44/67 for
murder at Natchez, Miss. f

~ Serial 74 On 4/13/67, [ |stated on Sat. .
night, 4/8/67, AVANTS met RED GLOVER for the first time at -
TINY LEWIS* Bar-B- -Que Pit, Natchez, Mlss., and was questioned
about the JONES murder trlal .

;édrised that
een on several "jobs" with

Serial 78 On 4/26/67
told him that he

. AVANTS,

Serial 80 On 5/13/67 |  was shown photos in the
Silver Dollar Album, and stated he knew about listed subject _
but knew nothing pertineat, (Incorporated inreport)

Serial 81 - On 5/3&8/67, | J advised a
~ committee composed of CHARLES DAVIDSON, REGGIE CARTER and
- JOE HARDY is going to contact ERNEST AVANTS to warn him

from contlnulng to "run off-at the mouth,' State "JoE Harpy

wants "whip" him but DAVIDSON is against violence of any
i kind at this time, (Incorporated in report) -
 FOIA(b) (6) 9
FOIA(b) (7) - (C) o T
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Serial 85 On 5/6&22/67, | advised wayNE
REED advised him on 5/17/67, that ERNEST AVANTS had been
"shut up'" and that no one was to have anything more to do with
him, (incorporated in report) ;

Serial 89 . On 6/17&21/67, | advised that he

‘was with BILLY BUCKLES at T1ny Lewis’ Bar-B -Que Pit on |
Highway 61 North on the evening of 6/20/67. BUCKLES had an argument
with ERNEST AVANTS, who was also at the Bar-B-Que Pit about
the upcoming milllon dollar civil suit being brought against
the White Knights by the heirs of BEN CHESTER WHITE. Source |
advised that BILLY BUCKLES, JULIUS HARPER, SAM BOWERS, ERNEST '
AVANTS, CLAUDE FULLER, (FNU) NIX and TOMMIE JONES are all :

\1nc1uded in the group to be sued Source continued that

BUCKLES' argument with AVANTS was based on the suit against

the White Knights for killing BEN CHESTER WHITE when they did

not have anything to do with it, Sairce advised that TRAVIS
BUCKLEY, the attorney from Laurel, Miss., was also at the Bar-B -Que
Pit and was talking to ERNEST AVANTS most of the time, :
(Incorporated in report).

Serial 91 On 6/27/67, advised that while

in TINY LEWIS' Bar-B-Que Pit, Highway 61 North, at approximately
3:00 PM on 6/23/67, BILLY BUCKLES told him to contact ~
J. K. GREER that evening and tell him to bring ERNEST AVANTS

to BUCKLES' house on Sunday morning. Source asked him the
purpose of this meeting and was informed by BUCKLES that
AVANTS"had put his head in a noose and he was "fixing to get

it out

, On 6/23/67,. ERNEST AVANTS was present at the Bar-B Que .
Pit in a -drunken condltion. Source advised that AVANTS was
arguing with BUCKLEY but source could not determine what about.
Approximately 15.minutes after AVANTS teft the Bar-B-Que Pit,
CLAUDE FULLER stopped:iin and stated that he had just heard that
AVANTS was in jail, whereupon he called AVANTS' house and got
no answer. '

10
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o

_;r”?FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

Serial 92 On 6/27/67, ‘stated he visited

ERNEST HENRY AVANTS at his Natchez residence on the morning
of 6/27/67. AVANTS told source he had recently returned
from the Veterans Administration Hospital in Jackson, Miss,
AVANTS did not explain the reason he was at this hospital,
He merely stated prescriptions are unbelievably cheaper

when "purchased at a VA Hospital., Source advised he had
joked BUCK PINTARD, AVANTS' attorney, that he could see what
AVANTS and PINTARD were up to, i.e. attempting to build a
case of insanity as a defense for AVANTS. PINTARD then

said AVANTS' problem is alcohol. SAM BOWERS spent a day
with AVANTS 'lLast week, and expounded on the internal situation
in the U. S. today. AVANTS did not indicate to somrce what

- the defendants plan to do about the damage suit. -Source

reported that in his contacts with AVANTS, he had learned
nothing about the disposal of the guns used in the BEN
CHESTER WHITE murder. (Incorporated in report)

Serial 97 On 8/1/67, advised that
Klansmen in the Natchez area are angry with ERNEST AVANTS
because of his alleged confessions to the FBI and Adams

~ County SD re AVANTS' participation in the murder of

BEN CHESTER WHITE. REGGIE CARTER, JIMMY HOUSTON WHITE,
and JOE LEE HARDY have gone to AVANTS in the past to give
him moral support and to convince him that it would be

- much wiser for him to keep his mouth shut. (In€orporated in report)

Setial 100 'On 9/5/67: ?dvised that subject was
a member of the old OKKKKOM. (Incorpbratgd in report)

Serial 104  On 9/11/67, advised the WKKKKOM
terminated their use of a $4,000 building on property of SELF
HANEY, Morgantown Heights Road, just outside Natchez, Miss.,

- because ERNEST AVANTS got drunk one night and went out and

shot up the building.

Serial 105 . On 10/17/67, RODNEY BRITT advised captioned
subject shot up the fancy Building the WKKKKOM was meeting
in on Morgantown Road. o B '

11
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Serial 106  On 10/25/67, Former i | gave no
information re AVANTS in this serial.

‘Serial 107 On 10/25/67, | advised that

on Sunday afternoon, October 22, 1967, ERNEST AVANTS and

his wife had dinner at Jughead's Inn on Deer Park Lake, La.
AVANTS told ED FULLER that SAM BOWERS would be in Natchez

on 10/25/67 and wanted FULLER to meet BOWERS FULLER told

AVANTS that he did not care where BOWERS was, was not going

to see him, and did not want him at his place of business,

AVANTS became extremely upset and tried to order FULLER to

go but FULLER immedlately departed the res. urant. (Inc. in rep)

Ser1a1 108 On 11/6/67,
re AVANTS in this serial.

ve oo info

“Serlal 109 On 11/13/67, adv1sed that

at the SDG meeting held on II/12767 RALEIG{ JACKSON GLOVER
brought up the conversation about raising money for individuals
who have pending trials in Natchez area. He stated that
JAMES LLOYD JONES and ERNEST HENRY AVANTS had trials coming
up in the near future and they had no attorney to represent
them, in view of the fact their former attorneys had dropped
them since they had no funds to pay the attorneys. Source
stated that he has heard that AVANTS contacted the Adams
County DA during the past couple of weeks and supposedly
gave him some information about the BEN CHESTER WHITE murder
case, Source stated that AVANTS supposedly made the comment
that if he did testify in that case, he knows that ED FULLER
would:kill him, (incorporated in report) _

Serial 110 On 11/22/67 | 5 advised that on
Tuesday evening, November 21, 1967, TRAVIS BUCKLEY and the ,
wife of ERNEST AVANTS had danEI at Jughead s on the old river
at Deer Park, La. (incorporated in report)

Serial 115 On 12/7/67, advised a Jury
was selected on 12/7/67 for the trial of ERNEST HENRY
AVANTS in Natchez, Mississippi. Source stated -there

are four Klansmen or former Klansmen on this jury.

He did not know these Klansmen by name but statedihe will
attempt to obtain their names. (incorporated in report)

12
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Serial 116  On 12/5,8/67, | provided a
list of jury members on subject’s trial, Ly

Serial 118  On 12/13/67, z advised that
JOE' LEE HARDY stated that a Mr. GREER of Fenwick, Miss...
lad told him upon one occasion that[ ;

; I

Source advised that HARDY was angry concerning the acquittal
of ERNEST AVANTS for ther murder of BEN CHESTER WHITE.

HARDY was ancerned that the reason AVANTS had been acquitted
was because AVANTS had turned state's evidence. HARDY

is afraid that AVANTS has talked. Source was of the
opinion AVANTS knows of many of the jobs HA
been on. HARDY continued that he and[

feel that AVANTS had

HARDY stated that AVANTS owned a Lueger that the FBI
had been interested in. AVANTS had given this Lueger to
SAM BLACKMAN, reason unknown. BLACKMAN returned Lueger

to GLADYS AVANTS. He asked for the Lueger back a short
time following this but GLADYS AVANTS refused. HARDY
advised that when AVANTS had been first arrested in the
spring of 1967, he had given $720 in cash to GLADYS AVANTS.
This was the proceeds of a Klan collectionifor AVANTS'
defense in the BEN CHESTER WHITE trial. This proceeded

the time when AVANTS began talking in the Klan's opinion
too frequently to law enforcement officials. (inc. in rep)

Serial 119 On 12/20/67, ‘advised JAMES
LEE SCAROBOROUGH appears to quite concerned over the
acquittal over ERNEST HENRY AVANTS in his recent trial for
the murder of BEN CHESTER WHITE. SCAROBOROUGH stated that
in his opinion the "Feds" had "thrown" the case in order
that AVANTS would turn states evidence and testify against
CLAUDE FULLER in FULLER's trial for the murder of BEN
CHESTER WHITE. (incorporated in report)

13
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Serial 120  On 12/29/67 and 1/3/68,

‘advised that minutemen warning stickers had been placed

on the car of ERNEST H. AVANTS several months a‘o. |
Source explained that this was at the time when |

was talklng to law enforcement officials more that the
Klansmen in the area felt he should. Source continued
that the general consensus of Klansmen in the Adams
County, Miss, = Concordla Parish La., atea is |

reason that he was acquitted in his trial for the
murder of BEN CHESTER WHITE, Source stated that many

in FULLER s upcoming trial for the murder of o
CHESTER WHITE. Source continued that most Klansmen

will reserve opinion on AVANTS until after the R LLER

trial. Efforts to sell tickets for the 1egal defense

of AVANTS met with .little success. (1ncorpf ated in report)

Serial 122  On 2/5,11/68, J d‘advised | |
that JOE LEE HARDY and[_ / : broke into
the home of ERNEST AVANTS and stole a .22 rlfle.

Serial 123 On 2/21/68, 7 adv1sed AVANTS
was ammember of all Klan groups, w1th the exception of
UKA and was too sorry to get in that group. (1nc. in rep)

Serial 124  On 3/8/68, | j  advised subject o
regortedly has SCARBROUGH worred because€ he talked -
SCARBROUGH into doing something that could put him in

.the penitentiary for consplracy. (inc. in ‘rep)

Serial 132 | | advised on 4/15/68 advised

ERNEST AVANTS, among others, should be concerned about
as far as v1olence in Natchez aea is concerned

Serial 135 On 5/8/68, ‘advised that BILLY
D. BUCKLES contacted ERNEsT‘KVETTs on 5/3/68 at "TINY" LEWIS'
Bar-B-Que Pit in Natchez, Miss. AVANTS told BUCKLES he had
been to the preliminary hearing for the thirteen Klansmen
arrested for possession of exploslves in the Jackson, Mlss.,
areao J . ' 1 |

FOIA(b)(6)
"FOIA(b) (7) - (C)

14
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AVANTS indicated "The way I got it, they have
plenty of explosives left,' that they want the explo
moved. Source stated that AVANTS asked BUCKLES if he
had any ideas, to which BU@KLES replied 'Yes, I have
one. Stay as far away from 'um as you can."’  Source stated

' AVANTS said, "Yes, that is true, but they want the exP1°SiVes

} ERNEST AVANTS is reportedly drinking heavily and is extremely

. moved,” | i o
Serial 136  On 5/2/68, [ ”adyised é@bjéct
called into office at IP and told to work or he would

bé fired., AVANTS took week of KING funeral off to celebrate.

Serial 139  On 5/29/68, | advised that
AVANTS told BILLY D. BUCKLES on 5/16/68 that he (AVANTS)
and recently were in Jackson, Miss., and

"moved the stuff", referring to explosives. Source -

' stated AVANTS had previously mentioned, after dynami te

was located and confiscated in Jackson, Miss,, from KlanSmen,
that there was plenty left and AVANT S was seeking adv1ce
as to the moving of the explosives. | ‘

Serial 145 On 11/4,11,15/68, 5adv1sed }
BILLY BUCKIES advised DON WILKINSON that the heirs of BEN !
CHESTER WHITE were bringing a million dollar suit againmst

JONES, FJLLER and AVANTS ard other leaders of the WKKKKOM.E

_upset over the recent trial in Vicksburg, Miss.

Serial 148 On 2/14/18/69, |

Serial 150 On &4/24; 5/1/69, advised

that on 4/29/69, DONaWIEKINSON was at the Barbeque Pit
owned by E, L, "TINY"IEWIS and atathat time saw the mother

15
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of ERNEST AVANTS. - She indicated to WILKINSON that ERNEST

stays drunk continally and that she is suing ERNEST's
wife, GLADYS, GLADYS' sister and her brother-in-law,
and ERNEST because of the matter concerning their
cheating her out of some lots in Franklin Co., Miss.

The word is out among the Minutemen and former Klan
members not to trust ERNEST AVANTS at all. He no longer
is an active member with the Minutemen nor any other
Klan organization.

P S

£ 8L A
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DIRECTOR, FBI (157-3701)

SAC, JACKSON (157-958) (C)

ERNEST HENRY AVANTS
RM (KLAN) _
(00: JACKSON) FOIA(b) (7) - (D)

has, on numerous occasions,
within the past several months, indicated that the subject
is no longer active in any Minutemen, klan or other hate-
type organizations within the Mississippi area. Therefore,
subject to reopening the matter if he does become active,
this case is being closed at Jackson UACB.

2 - Byreau (RM)\/

(ks 2m 5>
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N -

F Bl
Date:  11/21/ Jen

LAINTERT

{Typc in plaintext or code)

TELETYPIL | ' DEFERRED

'y

Transmit the foliow mq in _

S S

Via _ - -
: (Pricrity)
TO: DIRECTOR. (44:~33209)
FROM: - JACESON (157-6253)
ERNEST HENRY AVANTS, CLAUDE W, FULLERs JAMES LLOYD

._«J‘J

JOHES; BEN CUESTER WHITE - VICOTIM; CR - ¥Fa,

BUJNTEL HOVEMBER 'I'WEN”Y LAST,

VA '
S%;gg LOCATED AND {NTH\Vi A’ u...) E‘, JENING OF NOVEMBLR

SUBJECT ADVISED TRHAT HE REMEMEERS MARING THE CALL TO
BUREAT, BUT DOES NOT RECALL EXACT DATE OF CALL, SUBJECT
STATED CALLED BUREAU TO PROVII‘L INFORMATION CONC "**"RN'QL G
N. KORNBLUM Wi {rCH HE SAID WERE FALSE. . SUBJECT STATED AGE

LIED ABOUT EVERYTHING EXCEPT THEIR NAMES AND EMPLOYER, .~

TWENTY, LAST, AT RESIDENCE ONE ONE FOUh{ HAMMETT S‘"}.}ULEI‘, N

MAKING ANY CLATM CIA WAS RESPOE‘QSJ'SLF FCR DEATH OF PRESIDE

o

THE

TRANSCRIPY OF TESTIMONIES OF SAS ROBERT X. BOYLE AND ALLAN

N’:f <

N PHONE CONVERSATION TC EBURFAU HE DENIED THE FOLLOWIN

i :Iz

KEN LBY MAKING STATEMENT THAT . HALD KILLED THREE PESPLYE IN
: ./

VEGHEZ

& skt Dd bl

=~

4 searehed L S 7- QS
" J»ﬁ S

L

il iﬁ\

Fw A
o e e I /‘///
Indesed
Filed . £ 7
Gt M Per . it -
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

|

. |

: o o

\ | _ / |

: !

FBI }

: |

Date: : |

. _ . o |

" Transmit the following in l
. (Type in plaintext or code) I

. _ |

]

Via 4
|

. . (Priority) .
o e e e e e e L -

PAGE TWO
MISS., AND THAT THERE VAS CONSPTRACY WITHIN OUR LOCAL FIELD
OFFICE TQ KILL MORE, MAKING REFERENCE TO BUREAU PERSONNEL
" AS SMUTTY, NASTY, DIRTY PEOPLE, _SUBJECT STATED THAT AT NO
TIME DID HE DEMAND TO SPEAK WITH Mﬁ;WHOOVER AND DID NOT
'_DEMAND AN ANSWER WITHIN THREE WEEKS, = HE STATED HE REALIZED
PRIVATE CITIZENS DO NOT DEMAND THINGS OF INDIVIDUALS SUCH AS
MR, HOOVER, AVANTS ADVISED HE HAS A HIGH REGARD FOR MR,
HOOVER AND IN NO WAY IMPLIED A THREAT DURING HIS TELEPHONE
CONVERSATION. |
AVANTS STATED AFTER CONFERRING WITH HIS ATTORNEY, TRAVIS
BUCKLEY, HE DID NOT DESIRE AND REFUSED TO ALK WITH MR, HOOVER
NOW INASMUCH AS IT WOULD ONLY GET ﬁIM INTO MORE TROUBLE AND
NOTHING WOULD BE DONE ABOUT IT ANYWAY. TRAVIS BUCKLEY,.WﬁITE
MALE, KLAN ATTORNEY, WAS SENTENCED TO TEN YEARS ON STATE
'CHARGE OF KIDNAPING ON MAY THREE, LAST, AND DISBARED AS AN

ATTORNEY; HOWEVER, HE HAS APPEALED HIS CONVICTION AND

DISBARMENT, THROUCH BUCKLEY'S ASSOCTIATIONS HE HAS CONSISTENTLY

Approved: ' ‘ Sent 4 M Per
: Special Agent in Charge
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< P O
° . .

O

FBI
Date:_

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

- Via

, ~, “(Priotity) -
e Lo
PAGE THREE
DENOUNCED THE FBI. |
AVANTS ADVISED WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE STATEMEET
THAT HE HAD CALLED ALLEGING THATlBQYLE AND KORNBLUM TESTIFIED
AGAINST AND THEIR TESTIMONIES WERE;FALSEQ_ALL'OTHER STATEMENTS
CONCERNING HIS CONVERSATION WERE”P?O?AGANDA", AVANTS STAiED,'
"[HE REASON TE FBI IS SO MESSED UP IS THAT WE DON'T GET
ANYTHING STRAIGHT." | |
AVANTS CONCLUDED INTERVIEW BY_ADVISING THAT HE HAD
NOTHING MORE TO SAY CONCERNING HIS TELEPHONE CONVERSATION OR
ANY OF HIS ALLEGED ACTIVITIES OR STATEMENTS.
AVANTS '"WAS SET STRAIGHT" ON ALL ISSUES AND WAS TOLD
THAT AGENTS BOYLE AND KORNBLUM TESTIFIED TRUTHFuiLY_iN COURT
TO AVANTS ADMISSIONS. | |

LHM FOLLOWS. END,

Approved: ___ » Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION —~ . .
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 . SN

UNITED STATES .. OVERNMENT
Memorandum

To  :DIRECTOR, FBI (44=33209) ‘ pate: 10/4/68

-~ -

FROM  :SAC, JACKSON (157-6253) (P*)

SUBJECT: ERNEST HENRY AVANTS,
CLAUDE W, FULLER,
JAMES LLOYD JONES;
BEN CHESTER WHITE - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS - FFA

Re Jackson let and LHM to Bureau 8/19/68.

Enclosed herewith are four copies of an LHM which
~is self-explanatory.

One copy is being designated for the United States
Attorney, Jackson, Miss.

The Special Agent referred to in the enclosed LHM
is SA GEORGE P, GAMBLIN.

2 - Bureau (Enc, 4) (RM) ’
(5 - Jackson (2- 157- 6253)@ /147 958)
(1= 157-796) (L~ A57-6254)

GPG/bdb

(7 |59 -9 58~ o FH
Searcixed
Ser mh?ed o/

-

Buy U.S:Savings Bonds. Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108-01

— . e RIS A
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r/ : o
UNI. O STATES DEPARTMENT OF § TICE

-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to - Jackson, Mississippi

File No.

&hﬁg?gackam ' _, /6'/7’75\’?5/%:1
é Jackson (2 ol 157"6253)@ 157"'958) Searched
\ (L= 157-796) (L~ 157-6254) %mmhmd
. ‘ " tudexed
GPG/bdb Filed

(10) o % ﬂ/ //4’%

October 4, 1968

ERNEST HENRY AVANTS,
CLAUDE W, FULLER,

JAMES LLOYD JONES

BEN CHESTER WHITE - VICTIM

Reference is made to Jackson letterhead memorandum
captioned as above and dated August 19, 1968,

On October 3, 1968, Lennox L. Forman, District
Attorney, Meadville, Mississippi, advised a Special Agent of
the FBI that due to insufficient evidence, he is not going
to prosecute Claude W, Fuller or James Lloyd Jones for the
murder of Ben Chester White in the Adams County Circuit
Court, S

He noted Ernest Henry Avants had been tried and
acquitted by a jury in Adams County.

Mr., Forman reiterated his desire to turn his
evidence in this case over to-the United States Attorney in
Jackson, Mississippi, for prosecution under the Civil Rights
statute,

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI., It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and
its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.
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I'D-398 (12-20-67)

VERIFICATION OF INFORMATION CONCERNING SUBJECTS OF KLAN AND
WHITE HATE-TYPE ORGANIZATIONS

MEMORANDUM RE: ERNEST HENRY AVANTS
Office File: JN 157-958

The following is the most recent place of residence, employment, employment address, and organizational position
of subject as contained in the files of this office:

Residence: 114 Hammett Street, Natchez, Miss.
Employment: International Paper Company
Address: Natchez ’ Miss.

Organization and Position: ~ AVANTS has been e:xdluded from all Klan ‘organizations
primarily due to the fact that the Klan feels
AVANTS talks too much.

It is requested the place of employment, address of employment, residence address, and organizational position of
subject be verified and the proper notation made below. It should also be determined if the subject still meets the
criteria for investigation as set forth in Section 122A of the Manual of Instructions.

Date: /ﬁ/d/éb/
Verified by SA: 7%1,&4/# (9 %M

An LHM should be submitted to Bureau & interested agencies [ ] Yes [>T No

File Reviewed J://y/éi

[ ] Subject meets above criteria

MSubject does not meet above criteria

~—

(For’pffi'/é‘;use‘on{y)x

Apprgv > 57 Py = A2
C/}éd f/(/ SEARCHED EXED
SERIALIZED FILED .z |

ocT 2196

157-958
A/cmb

(1)
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) GSA FRMR (4 CFR) 101-11.8 -

" UNITED.STATES GOVERNMENT

Lo Memora@dum

DR R DIRECTOR FBI (44-33209) ,,gf3girj;§;,_.ﬂ’ﬁAT;: 8/19/68

'-p;ngM : SAC JACKSON (157 6253)(P*)

B SUBJECT ERNEST HENRY" AVANTS
f"“m”'MM"CLAUDE W. FULLER,
"JAMES LLOYD JONES -
~-BEN- CHESTER. WHITE --VICTIM
CR - FFA =
- (00: JN)

R g | Re Jackson alrtel and LHM to Bureau dated
L 6/11/68 <

Enclosed herew1th are four (4) coples of an
LHM whlch 1s self explanatory.:_e. . .

One copy is belng de81gnated for the USA
Jackson, MlSS. S

' The SPec1a1 Agent féféfped‘to_ind;heeenclosedu
'LEM is SA GEORGE P, GAMBLIN. .~ . .

=Bureau (Enc. 4)(RM) -
5 Jackson (2: 157 6253)
L 157-958) -
© (1: 157-796) ER
el 157- 6254) ST
~ GPG/mlt . Sl

‘ Searched | ,
Serlalned a//

o Riled
T

e

In_dexed. Q“_ :"'."N ___ e

- - Buy US Savings ‘Bon;lsr" Regz;ldrly on tbe‘.rlt’ajrvoll Saz)z’ng; Plan R
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In Reply, Please Refer to. .
File No. = -

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
- Jackson, Mississippi
August 19, 1968

ERNEST HENRY AVANTS, CLAUDE W,
FULLER, JAMES LLOYD JONES; BEN
CHESTER WHITE - VICTIM -

Reference is made to Jackson letterhead
memorandum captioned as above dated Junme 11, 1968,

On August 15, 1968, Lennox L. Foreman,
District Attorney, Meadvilleée, Mississippi, advised
a Special Agent of the FBI that after a review of
the facts in this case, he is passing the case to
the files. . : -

‘He pointed out there is no indication that
James Lloyd Jones or Ernest Henry Avants will ever
testify against Claude. W, Fuller in this matter.. Mr
Foreman said that the only evidence he has against
Claude W, Fuller is hearsay evidence by accomplices
and unless James Lloyd Jones and Ernest Henry Avants
are willing to testlfy agalnst Fuller, ‘he has no case
agalnst Fuller. ‘

Mr. Foreman stated that there are too many
former members of the Ku Klux Klan with family
connections in-Adams County, Mississippi, to obtaln,'
a suitable jury which would convict Claude W Fuller

and James Lloyd Jones in thlS case,

He pointed,odt during the trial of Ernest
Henry Avants, he went through 211 prospective jurors .
to get twelve men which acquitted Avants., ~ Mr.
Foreman said in view of the foregoing, he does not
intend to prosecute Fuller or James Lloyd Jones and
would like to turn his evidence over to.the Unlted
States Attorney in:' Jackson, Mississippi, for-
prosecution under the ClVll Rights statute..

~ .4<Bureau (44-33209) 45778 Y /#o
1"‘USA JaCkSOII l " Searched
Jackson (2 157 6253) ) '958) Serialized @/
(L: 157- 796)(1 157-6254 . "Indexed I
GPG/ml : Flled__éé_

- 10) A"
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| - ERNEST HENRY AVANTS ' CLAUDE w e
'FULLER, JAMES LLOYD JONES -

. . Th:.s document conta:ms nelther recommendatlons
" nor conClUSlOIB of the FBI, It is the property of the .

- FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and its contents

- are not to be d:.strlbuted outs:Lde your agency.

! i
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE _—

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Jackson Mississippi
”'June 11 1968

fERNEST HENRY AVANTS CLAUDE W.
FULLER, JAMES LLOYD JONES BEV
»LCHFSTER WHITE - VICTIM ’

I : On June 10 1968 Edw1n E. Benoist Jr., Sy
ﬁfﬁ;fCounty ‘Attorney, Adams County, Natchez, MlSSlSSlppl; ad-
..©.vised a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investiga- . .
~tion, that he expects action on the case of James Lloyd
Jones in Circuit Court, as an . accessory after the fact
..~ .for the murder of Ben Chester Whlte, durlng the July term,
‘”H"w!1968 Sl o i e , _

ST T Attorney Ben01st stated that he expects Jones .
}»lfto enter a plea of gu1]ty to ‘the charge. :

R He pointed out Ernest Henry Avants has been~ e
'ZQ.acqultLed and the State has no case agalnst Claude W. v oo
. Fuller, unless Avants and Jones are cooperatlve and w1l— - N

'llng to testlfy agalnst Fuller. : o

: _ Attorney Benoist stated Avants and Jones may,
in due time, be willing to testify against Claude W. Fuller,
but at the present time, both Jones and Avants believe
.. . Fuller's brother, Edward Fuller, would kill the two if- they
1}§Qf91;}:;‘d1d testlfy agalnst his brother Claude W. Fuller. )

/5 7-’;7 6?5/ & /5«7

;~Thls document contalns nelther recommendatlons nor conclu- - ) »J
~ sions. of the FBI. It is the property of the FBIL aggm&s : o
. loaned to your agency; it and. 1ts content ‘Fe—not;
. distributed outSLde your agency :

b= Bureau (RM)

1 -»USA JN MlSS.
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" FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ’ O oo oL : O
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Tr’dr}smit the following in

Via

FB1 .
Date: 6/11/68

= (Type in plaintext or code)
AIRTEL . ATRMAIL

" (Priority) ‘
e e e e e e e e ) D
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-33209)

FROM:  SAC, JACKSON (157-6253) (P)

ERNEST HENRY AVANTS, CLAUDE W.
FULLER, JAMES LLOYD JONES; BEN
CHESTER WHITE - VICTIM

CR -~ FF&A

(00: Jackson)

Re Jackson airtel and LEM to the Bureau, 4]16/68.

Enclosed herewith are four (4) copLeo of an LM,
which is self»emplanatory. _

The Special Agent rcferrmd to in the enclosed LM

is SA GECORGE P. GAMBLIN. _ . :

One copy of the LHM is being furnished the U. E.
Attorney, Jackson Mississippi.

(5P~ R6 8937

Searched
Serialized@tﬁg}x '
Indexed | | __

3 - Bureau (Enc.4) (RM)
5 - Jackson (157-6253) .

D - (157-958)
é% - (157-796) O\,

. Approved:

1 - (157-6254)
' GPG/bjk (8)4%;

Specml Agent in Chm’ge
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Cover Shect for Informant Report or Material ' . . CT P

" FD-306 (3-21-58) . _ .

®

_FOIA(b) (7) - (D)

‘Date received Received from (name or symbol numb’ér) “\“ Received by
11/5,19,27/68 | SA LESTER L, AMANN
Method of delivery (check appropriate blocks) . '\.
. [_X__]in peréon mby telephoné Dby mail Cm orally E:l recording device [Jwritten Ey Informant
1f orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent:. ‘\‘\ Date of Report
‘ Date
Dictated 11/27/68 to m/b f \ 11/27/68
) . . ) Y Date(s) of activity

Transcribed 11/29/68 C1m

Authenticated : ,f':: : . “1\ n .

by Informant ."":' » - “\“ 11/1 bl 11/26/68

Brief description of activity or material

Info re meeting of SAM BOWERS, TRAVIS BUCKLEY, |

and ERNEST AVANTS at Louin’ MJ’.SS .o 11/2-3/68; %\ile where o'/r‘iqincl is located if not attached

miscellaneous _info re ;I';TKKKKQM“memberq

Remarks;

INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ENCLOSED/REPORT, IF USED IN A ?
REPORT BEING PREPARED FOR DISSEMINATION, SHOULD BE SUITABLY PARAPHRASED
IN ORDER TO ADEQUATELY PROTECI THE IDENTITY OF THLS INFORMANT, E |

1 - 1
1 - 157-18 (SAM BOWERS) ;
1 - 157-3484 (DEAVOURS NIX)
- 157-5409 (TRAVIS BUCKLEY)
Ai)- 157- (ERNEST AVANTS)
1 - 157-9542 (SONNY COOLEY)
1 - 157- °~ ° (HARRELL STRINGER)

o

Block Stamp

/ST Pt /¥ 7

 SEARCHEDZ0=2 INOBXED
- SERIALTED S Fiep T

NOV 2 G 1968

_—FE— JACKSON.
S
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SAM BOWERS, .
ERNEST AVANTS,
'TRAVIS BUCKLEY

On 11/27/68, source advised that on the weekend of
11/2-3/68, SAM BOWERS, TRAVIS BUCKLEY, and ERNEST AVANTS
spent the weekend at BUCKLEY s home in Louin, Miss. Source:
stated that AVANTS had come to Laurel on Frlday, 11/1/68, and
spent that night at John's Cafe getting drunk.. Source stated
that BOWERS accompanied AVANTS to Louin, but it was not known
what the meeting was for or what was d1scussed at the meetlng°

DEAVOURS NIX,
SAM BOWERS

On 11/27/68, source advised that DEAVOURS NIX was heard
to make the remark that he was with SAM BOWERS when BOWERS was
arrested in a restaurant at Hattiesburg, Miss. Source advised
that NIX stated that he, himself, was scared to death when the
officers arrested BOWERS and felt that he, NIX, would also be
arrested, He stated a lot of people thought BOWERS was cool and
calm when he was arrested, but NIX stated, "You should have seen
his face turn white when the offlcers took him away".

FOIA (b) (6)

; FOIA(b) (7) - (C)
SONNY COOLEY .

Source advised that SONNY COOLEY has not been frequentlng
John's Cafe lately because|
_ [ Source advised that COOLEY used to be
a free talker about the klan in Jones County, but has not been in
John's Cafe in several weeks :

DEAVOURS NIX

Source advised on 11/27/68, that NIX still has a "mysterious"
girl friend in the Laurel area and that this girl is constantly
calling NIX at his restaurant, Source advised that NIX's wife,

SYBIL, is somewhat aware of the "affair" and is attempting to
determine who the girl is, :
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HARRELL STRINGER

Source advised on 11/27/68, that STRINGER, cousin

- of BUD STRINGER of Laurel, was helping to get bonds signed

to get the DAHMER defendants released at Hattiesburg, Miss.

2%
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) s -

3

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.;j:. Date_Recomber *}QJ ‘lg&'r

Mr, CHARLES STRICKLAND, Manager, Sporting Goods
Department, Sears Roebuck and Company, 420 Hay Street, Fayetteville,
North €Carolina, advised that at the request of authoritles from

. Mlssisgippi he had conducted an extensive search of records and
gales invoices in an effort to locate 1nf0rmat19n concerning the
sale of an M-l carbine rifle bearing sedal number 14643 and had
been unable to locate any record whatsoever of that store ever
receiving or selling that rifle., He advised on December 8,

1967, he advised Miasiasippi authorities by telegram of the
above information.

‘‘‘‘ ’ Mr. STRICKLAND then assisted Special Agents LACY M.
WALTHALL, JR., and JOHN S, SALSBURG in examining all existing
available records pertaining to the sale of guns. No sales
invoices of guns for 1963 could be located. Located in a
permanent record book was the listing of the sale of two NM-1
carbines in the year 1963; however, there was no serial number
recorded on elther sale.

These sSales were as follows' ’

September 16, 1963, RAY HUTSQN M.P., 1/325, Fort
Bragg, North Carolina

November 1, 1963, L. €. ROBINSON, Company A, 2/501,
Fort Bragg, Nerth Carolina

, Mr. STRICKLAND stated the above M-1 carbines are
the only weapons sold by his store which are obtained from
Universal Firearms, Hilaleah, Florida. .

SEARCHED._ ﬁ( _INDEXED_-
SERIALIZED_. FLIFILED
MAY - 2 1968

FBl-— ON

- T 7 20 Y09
c7/ﬂ L YL .

_Date dictated 1 o s Y W /e d
Lo 3O

* . This document contains neither recommendatlons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your. agency:
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Cover Gheet for ln§nrmcnt Report or ldterial -

. FD-206 (Rev. 6-267)

T

~

Dcte prepared i

Date receivad Received from (name or sy~r_ﬁbol‘ number)

. 4/18/88

Received by
SAs JOHN A PFEIFER and
MERRIMAN D. DIVEN

0 Method of dslivary (check appropricte b

éj in person

ock.3)

__iby telephone by mail @:J orally

recording device

[ Jwritten by Informant

: H crally {urni°h d and reduced to writing by Agent:

Date of Repeort

Dute
. . 4/15,/68 cst 4/18/68
- Dictated t
- Date(s) of activity
. /99 /68
. Transcribed 4’ 2'“/66
Authenticated 4/1 - 18/68

by Informant

‘Brief description of activity or material

- WKKXEOQW group continue Natchez,
Misgs,., about 2:00 4 Glass
Kitchen., Associates set out, :
BYRD's attorney has 1o 1 no Gne , File where original is located if not attacted
6VET his Wwite, 2bouf ihe SLo T BENNY .
SAUNDERS, JR., on 4,/11/68 ' 1
Removks:

C INFORMATION CONT

YT

¥UST BE CAREFULLY

B 2T _
PARAPEENSEY WHEN DIS) 23 O PRUTECY THE 1DET ITY OF
SOURCE ”
/10 Jackson 1 -~ 62-3932 (FERRIDAY
&,/ (1 ~ 105-WEKKKOM) MINUTEMEN)
(1 - 157-NATCEEZ U 1 - 157-(APWR, COWCORDI
(1 ~ 157-DE HQQLEN%.OF PARISH, 1A.)
BE JR., NEGRO 1 = 157~ (CITIZEN COUNCIL,
. , CONCORDIA PARISH, 1L4.)
(1 - 157 1 = 157-9775 (VIRGIL cUZ%Lm
(1_.- 1D7~LQQG;M WRIGHT)
qij 3 1 - 157-2604 (POSSIBLE H“;E%L
-1 - VIOLENCE, MAJOR URBAN ARZA
(1 - 1 ~ 157~ (RLGGXF CART R)
(1 - 101~5%L A58 ¥ 1 « 157~ (ERNEST AVANTE)
(1 - lw’ “”t;(?:b’ 1 = 337-{JOE LEE HARDY)
19 «~ New Orlesns 1 -~ 157-{HOOK SAVILLE)
| 1 - 157-(DALLAS “PETEY ROBERTS
(l ~ 11}7*~WHITE KA P&Riﬁl‘l{, dlock' Stomp
o ALy ,4;7 95?¢/55
I\ a -
\ ;
\\\ (1 -
\ N
7 e Y
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COPIES: (continusd)

| = 157 . DoM My

1 -
1l -
1l -~
]l =
. JAP
@o)

187-TCBICKENF

157~ (IKE MILLIGAXN)
- ¢c8t . S .-
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April 18, 1968

 DEXTER BYRD AND THE SHOOTING OF BENNY &AUNDERSD IR,

Mrs. SYRD has stated that MXTER BYRD has

an attorney, whom she does noct know, represemting her husband

for the shooting of BENNY SAUFDERS, JR., in Adams County,
Mississippi9 on April 11, 1968. According to what DEXTER
_BYRD has told her. this atiormey hasg told DEXTER BYRD to
discuss the shootimg with no ome, even his wife, and that
she kaows n othing about tﬁe incident or what 16&  up to the

- incident,

WKKKKOH AT NATCHEZ , MISSISSIPPI

The klzan gro SUD wivn which BYRD meets at the Gls 35

in ¥Matchesz, Mississippi, is the WEKKEKOM,

Kitchen Restuarant
BYRD reportedly is a member of this unit. JOE (LAST NAME
UNKNOWN) whe is one of the klansmen at tending these mneﬁl 25

3

has not been defini

but may be JOE HARDY°

"CHICKENFOOT™ klansman attending these

meetings, lives in z, Miszissippi. HOCK SAVILLE is
the WKKXROH ms“b~ praviously referred to as HODX BEBILLE,

HOOK SdViILE 13 is a good

friend of JOE HARDY s, described

below, 2as

VIATLL.

}-4!
7
b
o8
e
R
foend
i
=<
G
it

in Vidalia, i.oul

Jidalia Pirs Deps

AY
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His brother is LOUIS:

at 1615 Camillia ¢ "BORRIE"

| MULVIHILL is a close the

ARD "BOBEBIE" MULVIHILL, who lives

Natchez

klansman.

DALIAS “"PETEY ROBERTS, a member of the

in Matchez, askad "ROBRBIE" MULVIHILL to join the WKKKKOM
about two vears . "BOGBRIEY told ROBERTS

although he he would rather stand on

two

foot the backing of an

Reporiedliy, by DENIZ

MULVIEIL

pON MULVIHILL, who lives in

River >elow Shaw, Louisisana. DON

Red‘

MULVIHILL stared work recently at

¥Horan Tank Cor

'6
oy
»

+
S
&F
R
pd
(44
]

-
s_(h‘
o
).a

U'

igsippi.

%]
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No informztion has been received indicating any

ol the

and joined a kilan

uxit.

FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT DEXTER BYRD

N@ information has been received indicating why

DEXTER BYRD and "CHICKE TOOT" ROBERTSON were away on the

weekend, March 3 - 5, 1962, However, a burning incident

reporiedly took place'im.ﬂissiﬁsippi during that period.
The WEEKKXKOM mgmbews pfﬂVlOu iy described as
visiting BYRD a£ Vida1ia have not b@en seen since previous
reports.
BYRD's wife racently stated that DEXTER BYRD
had just bought a rifls for 5240?‘beli®ved to be a 30-06
caliber weapon. BYRD did this in spite of his wife's

protests that things wers needed for the house and the

childrer.

to fraguent the 1t'11 Do Loungs

he mects low-class bar

girls and has

Eis current girl is
not known. 3ltheugh informant has no knowledge that BYPD
is le“C 1y 1FVU1V\H in @y oriminal activity, he is a mot@riauﬁ

v

drunk; brawler -, and hater of Negroes

a3 o

MINUT;

- AXD PISTDL CLUB, FERRIDAY,

LOUi
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the Vidalia Firé Chiﬁf,:@ho reportedly has consideréble
military backgr@und;‘was.said to have been in‘céntact briefly
with VIRGiL GOLSON WRIGHT, the leader of the now-inactive
Concordiz Rifle and Pistol Club. WRIGHT reportedlyvas

DO~ COMMILLUS L airdui,

currsey or foiare plans of that
organization, and at no time has MILLIGAN claimed that
WRIGHT or any other mexbers have mentioned joining the

Minutemen or given MILLIGAN any Minutemen literature.

AMERICANS FOR THZ PRESERVATION OF THE WHITE RACE (APWR),
Informant has received no infrmation indicating
that the APWR is orgsnizing in Concordia Parish.

CITIZENS COUMCIL -

Informant has resceived no information that the

Citizens Council is organizing im Concordia Parish,

15N
¥
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.0

Transmit the following in

B S

0

Date:  4/16/68

(Type

I S

_ in plaintext or code)
Via AIRTEL | , S
' : . } (Priority) - | .
..__.___;._.____f“"____"__;;_____—__,__‘ _______ ‘_f _____ PR I
0% DIRECTOR, FBI (44-33209)
FROM:  SAC, JACKSON (157-6253) (P)

ERNEST HENRY AVANTS,
CLAUDE W, FULLER,

‘ ' JAMES LLOYD JONES'

BEN CHESTER WHITE =~ VICTIM
CR - FFA

which is self-explanatory.
the USA, Jackson, Miss.

The Spe01al Agen

3 - Bureau (Enc. 4) (RM)
5 - Jackson (2- 157-6253)
(1~ 157-958)

(1- 157-796)
(1- 157-6254)

LHM is SA GEORGE P. GAMBLIN,

- Re Jackson airtel to Bureau 4/4/68.

Enclosed herewith are four coples ‘of an LHM

One copy is belng furnished

t referred to in the enclosed

Approved:
- ~ Special Agent in Charge

GPG/bdb . érgfqﬁg/
(8) @?)E\/ 15 -5
' Searched ' -
Serintized__ " =7 A
Imdexed ‘ N
Sent : : | M Perv

. r .
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION |

: Jackson, Mississippi
Fie frg e el  April 1, 1968

ERNEST HENRY AVANTS,
CLAUDE W, FULLER,

JAMES LLOYD JONES; »
BEN CHESTER WHITE - VICTIM -

'CIVIL RIGHTS - FEDERAL FIREARMS
ACT

On April 16, 1968, Edwin E. Benoist, Jr., County
Attorney, Adams County, Natchez, Mississippi, advised a
Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation that
trial of James Lloyd Jones as an accessory after the fact
in the murder of Ben Chester White, scheduled to commence
today in the Circuit Court at Natchez, M1551951pp1, has
been postponed until the June term, 1968,

Mr. Benoist stated Jones is represented by
Attorney Everette Truly of Natchez, Mississippi"and
believes Jones will enter a plea of guilty in the June
term of court.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and
its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.

[p - Eﬂfﬂ&i&
i« UsA, Jackson
/)# Jgakamﬁ {2+ 157-6253)

| 4 157+958) _» /37
i | (1~ 157-796) - / 9 7 )58 ,
o Ib@b » {_3.-» 157«6254) ¢ Qearched W i
{18) 146;12/£~’ ' | ' s@yqahzed-._——-—-v -

n- dexed___—-——— -

Fsled .
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SAC, JACKSON . 4/15/68
SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-9654) (C)

JOE LEE HARDY
RM (KLAN)

Enclosed herewith for the information of Jackson
are four copies of an FD 302 comhining information of interest
to Jackson about the subject, ERNEST AVANTS and violence in
the Vidalia - Natchez, Louisiana, area,

/C 4 )~ Jackson (l: 157- JOE LEE HARDY Encs. 4)

@A} 157- ERNEST AVANTS
1: 157- Klan Activities, Adams County
1: 44-2044 (WHARBOM))

1 - New Orleans

MDD/emh

(5)

/& 7-95F 120
SEARCHED .J:HJNDEXED
~ | SERIALIZED FILED =

ADD\ i g’“ 1968

.}/ FPi-—%(}hSO.\!
e L72ljo

[P VEIRWN

e
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FD-302 (Rev. 25-60) " FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
.[ N SO
Date: 4/16/68
FOIA(b) (6)
1 FOTA(b] (7) - (C)

: JOAN MULVIEILL wife: of LEWIS BERNARD "Bobby " . MUEVIHTLL v
regides at 1615 Camillae Str@et Vidalia, L@uisiama, She V@lunteeredﬂ.
the f@ll@wing imf@rmaﬁi@n° o _

‘ ‘ 'He is-
not believed t@ have joinedl The K__Klwx Klan, alth@ugh he was asked to
‘join by DALLAS "Pete™ ROBERTS about. two years ago, - He did not join and
‘stated that he did nét want to depend or any Klansmen to back him up:
he would rather déepend on himself, Mrs,'MULWIHILL~i@@mtlfied "pPete"
R@BERTS as. th@ br@th@r @f HEWNRY BUSH ROBERTS , ‘her @xmhusbamd

by people: in V1dalia “ag a Klansman, . Her husband and HARDY freqwently
go hunting at might. . She? recalled that she heard her husband tell
HARDY to meet him at the Chef Restaurant that night February 24,
1968, and go hunting, ' About 11:00 PJM.;, she noted that HARDY's

1956 blue and white Oldsm@bile wu@“p&rk@d near Cater‘’s Garage

and the Clef Restaurant, Her husband's 1968 bHlack Chevrolet
pickup was g@me,‘ He did not r@turn until after 11l: @@ P Sunday
. .night; February 25, 1968 " He did not have amy meat or @th@r tamgible
_pr@@f that he had b@@m humtimg.

Mrs, M’ULVEEIILL further advised that her husband is enployed
@t the International Paper Company, Natchez, Mississippi, He works
with ERNEST AVANTS, wh@ has & repmtati@m f@r violence and Klan
&@tivity. ‘ / |

She described hér; husband as follows s

- Born

T,;__gp 95— /;k

on __3/29/68 o vmﬂ-ia’g L@umiana SEARCHEDF-W#—INDWMS =

] 95‘&!&4&& L BIEED . N, :
by _ MERRIMAN D} DIVEN / nje :ZDGfEJldLQ];g}QBGd fa/68 |
. 11 1o - )
This document contalns neither recommendations nor conclual .Y : FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside y&fr aqency

H@r husband is a close friend of JOE HARDY , who is ‘well kn@wn '
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NO 157=3255
2 '

ey

Race
Sex
Height
- Weight
Eyes
Hair
- Education
Military Service

Marital Status

Arrests
Weap@ms_

DocId: 59165327 Page 638
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 White
Male

Five feet, eight inches
145 pounds
Hazel-

Gray - balding

High school graduate
US Navy, World War II,

Honorable discharge

FOTA (D) (6)
FOIA(b) (7) - (C)y ]
None .

Shot guns, 16 gauge and 14 gauge,
30,30 rifle; .22 caliber rifle with
scope; .22 caliber pistol;
"Centennial™ Winchester,
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Cover Sheet for Informant Report or Material

FD-306 (Rev. 6-2-67)

N
~—

Date prepared

Date received

4/9/68

Received from (na‘fn;e or sfm}qol number)

Method of delivery {(check appropriate blocks).

KX in person

Received by

SA.. JAMES A, WOOTEN

Dby telep}hone ‘:]by m&i_} [ orally

SA JOSEPH G, PEGGS

[Jrecording device [J written by Informant

. 1f orally furnished and reduced to wﬂting by Agent:.

" Dictated

.Trcm scribed

Authenticated

by Informant

Date

RD 4/10/68 o _€Jm

Date of Report

| 4/11/681

4/9/68

Date(s) of activity

4/2/68-4/9/68

Brief description of activity or materiial

Conversations of SDG members R, J,

GLOVER, E. D. MORACE, and JAMES
SCAROBROUGH set forth.

GLOVER still F‘\i}e where original is located if not attached

thinks TOMMIE

JONES is FBI Informant.
stated ERNEST AVANTS has

Rﬁmmﬁ;fextra money and'has sold out to

FBI,

the

INFORMATION CORTAINED IN THIS REPORT MUST BE PROPERLY PARAm=

PHRASED IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE IDENTITY OF THE INFORMANT

(e JACKSON 1- (157 5206 SDG) (RM)
1-(157-7444 R, J. GLOVER)
~(157-7479 JAMES SCAROBROUGH)
(157~ ERNEST AVANTS)
~1-(157-7543 E. D. MORACE)

FOIA(b) (7) =

8-NEW ORLEANS 1

o C).

1-(157=]
1- (35793

|
1-(157-6542 SDG)
1-(157-3489-E, D,

1-(157- WAYNE REED) | "
'1-(157- UNSUB, MARTIN (/57-/0¢17
LUTHER KING - VICTIM)

JAW:cjm

(15)

HW 2003
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MORACE)
1-(157-6008 BILL BLANEY)
1-(157-3788 JAMES

(5725821
< — O -
SCAROBROUGH) o0 _INDEXED _

VERIALIZED &b FILED__n[\

“APR15 1968
~ T==JACKSUN

NS
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April 9, 1968
Alexandria, Louisiana
SILVER DOLLAR GROUP
R, J. GLOVER visited E, D, MORACE late on April 2,

1968, and asked MORACE if he had found a container for

burying explosives yet. MORACE said he had a sheet metal

man working on it. GLOVER was talking about TOMMIE LEE
JONES and said he is sure JONES is aanBI infbrmant and he
is watching JONES, but does not want JONES to know it.

GLOVER said someone had recently told him some more infor-

‘mation about JONES being an informant. GLOVER recalled the

time that JONES claimed his wife received'a telephone call
saying GLOVER and JAMES LEE were going'to kill him. It was
GLOVER’S Opinion.that JONES was making that up just to |
throw them off,

GLOVER talked of the Negro situation and said
there is sure to be riots'all’summer»they muét be ready to
fight the Negroes. GLOVER said that some evening soon he
wants E. D, MORACE and two other men to drive to Roxie,
Mississippi and talk to JACK DAVIS, the barber there/who
helped GLOVER and DON WILKENSON when they H;d car trouble.
GLOVER wants MORACE to express appreciation to DAVIS for
this help. GLOVER was driving the pickup truck,beionging

to JACK SEALE,
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GLOVER requested MORACE to ask JAMES SCAROBROUGH
the next time he sees SCAROBROUGH about the meeting SCARO-

BROUGH and a group of men had two Sundéys before and Why

MORACE and GLOVER were not invited.,

JAMES SCAROBROUGH and E, D, MORACE talked on

April 6, 1968, and MORACE asked SCAROBROUGH about a meeting

he and some men attended two Sundays before. SCAROBROUGH

. said that was just the Concordia Parish Rifle Association,

MORACE was later heard to remark that the meeting“had io
do with the Minutemen; he felt sure. SCAROBROUGH wés
getfing ready‘for the Negrec revolution which he feels sure
is coming soon, His wife had just purchaéed a case of soup
and a case of canned beans for him to stock the hﬁnting
camp on the levee near Ferriday, Louisiana.

MORACE stated that if‘the revolution was coming
he needed a better:weapon énd that he found three men to
go in with'ﬁimAto buy one of fhe machine guns SCAROBROUGH
knew about. SCAROBROUGH said he had talked to the man

recently and the price of a machine gun had gone up to

$165.00. MORACE asked SCAROBROUGH to see about getting him

- one.,

SCAROBROUGH gave MORACE a stack of klan posters
which he wanted put up on the highway'near Ferriday,fLouiSin

ana, the night of April 10, 1968.
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BILL BLAN

MORACE met at the

Ferriday, Louiéiaﬁa; on‘the nlght of April 6,

1968. REED

and BLANEY were intox1cated . REED asked MORACE of he

would help]| out;a\

sure ERNEST AVANTS has soldfouf~td\the FBI,

JONES, | said that AVANTS has moved

then stated he feels

like TOMMIE

to a new house

and got new furniture like JONES 1

| said that if

AVANTS talks it will send hlm,l‘

to the electrlc

chair, said he wanted to know that if AVANTS talks

that someone will take care of hlm;‘ MORACE

take care of AVANTS if AVANTS testlfles agai

stated he would

nst

and. sends him to the electric chalr,u

did not say

what crime he and AVANTS had committed.

UNSUB, MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM

Source has.no informaticon on who shot MARTIN

LUTHER KING,

3 *
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K
Director .
United States Secret Service
Department of the Treasury ‘ April 1, 1968

'Washmgton, D. C. 20220

Dear Sir:

‘ The 1nformat10n furnished herewith concerns an individual who is beheved to be
""\Covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro-
tectlon and to fall w1th1n the category or categories checked.

1. [j Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee,
' including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the
-U. 8., because of his official status.

g 2. [] Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public.official by other
' than legal means.

. 3. [] Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member
“of other group or organization inimical to U. S. -

v

4. [ U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S to countries in the Soviet or
/ Chlnese Communist blocs and return.

’5 E] Subverswes ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following
/
! criteria:

(a) [] Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and
employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior:
(b) ] Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment;
(c) f ] Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements
- indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order
and government.

6. ] Ihdividuals involved in illegal bombing orb illegal bomb-ma‘kinbg.

Photogréph [} has been furnished []enclosed [7]isnot available _
[[] may be available through _

\' & Very truly yours,

- | s Qsﬂh/gé

% Epecuﬁ“kgent in Charge (Enclosure(s) Bearched

@}fa gkg%c[rlet er5v71(:_e9 s.ysCKSON Serialized E/(}7 )

Tridexad____
MJO/JrS (4) R , UyL_
Enclosure(s) (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form T TV e s
,\ . becomes UNCLASSIFIED ) T
cen . '\ i )
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Reporiing Oihns

JACKER0H

Office of Origin

- JACKSON

Date

A(LD6R e

Investigative Period

7720/65 « 3/15/68

Title of Case

Report made by

SA MICHAEL J. O'NEILL

‘,Typed By:

J jrs

ERNEST HENRY AVANTS

Character ¢f Case

RM (KLAN)

NOK-PROSECUTIVE SUP}L'qV

pa

@LAL SUM

REFERENCES:
Report of §

A

)K{; REPORT

N

LEAD:
JACKSON FOIA (b) (7) - (D)
AT NATCHEZ., MISS.> ~ o
Will follow activities of oUbJ
INFORMANTS: ) 7
Identity Dates of Contact gggg;;ggm
JN T-1 is | 7/20/65 '
JN T~2 is 9/3,4,5/65
9/26/65
. 6/20/66 JN 157-958-39
/ 7/11/66 | ]
Approved ‘ SP;CIC(’;;‘;J:“{ Do not write in spaces below
Copie»s made: »I d : . ' /
§-Bureau (157-3701) (RM) 7‘f;i) 67 55’5» H
1-Secret Sf?vice,Jackson(f i) Searched . '
1-NISO-CHASN (RM) __ Serialized W7 [ S—
1-0SI, Barksdale AFB, La.{RM) Indexed o
2-MIGp. Ft.McPherson, Ga.{RM) Filed . ggﬁyh;/jj
ﬁﬁlJackaon (157-958) , ézf
s - & B
Notations: [ . i
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Identity

es‘of Contact

9/66
1/10/67

JN T-3 is

IN T-4 is|

JN T-5 is |

/15,16,18/56'

12/16/66-
3/3/67
3/31/67

JN T-6 is

CNT-7 s

12/11/67

4/13/67
§/27/67

|L0/28/66

JN T-8 is|

JN T-9 is

-

N
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IN T-10 is| ]

JN T-11 is| ]

11/1/66

3/14/67
10/25/67
11/22/67

3/17/67
4/10/67
6/27/67
9/16/67

‘ Loéation

JN 157-958

B
. (COVER PAGE)
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CJIN 157958

Identity “' Datéé of\Contaét Location

11/13/67
1277V67

JN T-12 is 4/7/67
| , | 4/20/67
4/26/67
- 5/10/67
'5/25/67
' 6/17,21/67.
. 6/27/67
9/5/67
12/20/67
12/29/67, 1/3/68
. © 3/15/68 :
JN T-13 is| - 3/29/87

I

IN T-14 is | | 8/8/67
. —12/13/67

ADMINTSTRAMIVEﬂ“

A copy of this. report is.being forwarded to

0SI due to the mental instability of AVANTS and -in view

of the violent nature of this 1nd1v1dua1

. -
(COVER PAGE)
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2 UNis D STATES DEPARTMENT OF . TICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -

l-Secvet Service, Jackson, hl sissipi (RM)
1-NISO-CHASN (RM)

Copy to: 1-0S1, Barksdale Air Force Base, Loulslan& (RM)
, 2-MIGp, Ft. McPherson, Georgia (RM) . ;
Report of: SA MICHAEL J. O'NEILL ‘ OmQ.JﬁCKSON'

Dt APRIL 1, 1968 | | |
Field Office File ﬁ 157 -958 A' R o : »Bi.areou} File #: 157_’3701
Title: . . : )
ERNEST HENRY AVANIS

. Character: RACTAL MATTERS (KLAN)

Synopsis:

ERNEST HENRY AVANTS preeently*resides'at 114

Hammett St. in Natchez, Miss., He is employed ’

at the International Paper Co., Natchez, Miss.,
 where he has been employed since 1950. AVANTS

was 1mp13cated along with CLAUDE FULLER and JAMES

LLOYD JONES in the murder of BEN CHESTER WHITE

which occurred on 6/12/66., AVANTS was subsequently

acquitted of this charge. When AVANTS was interviewed -

by Bureau Agents on 3/13/67, he admitted shooting
WHITE but stated he was only shooting at a corpse.
Sources recently advised that all Klan groups
are ignoring AVANTS due to the fa ct that they
believe AVANTS had turned state's evidence in

the murder trial of BEN CHESTER WHITE. Sources
have further advised that Klan members would
not trust AVANTS in any organization due to his
alcoholic tendencies and due to the fact that
when drunk AVANTS reportedly talks too much.
On further interviews with AVANTS he reported
to Bureau Agents that real enemies were not

the Negroes, but the "big shot' politicians. =
AVANTS on several interviews has stated he would
be willing to furnish information to the FBI.

DETAILS:

’,

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is leaned to

your agency; it q‘nd its contents are net to be distributed outside your agency.
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I. BACKGROUND

A. True Name and Aliases

True Name-~ERNEST HENRY AVANTS '
Allases~---None

B. Residence |

114 Hammett Street, Natchez, Mississippi.

C. Employment /

International Paper Company, Natchez, Mississippi.
D. Automobile | |

&

No information available at this time concernlng

~ AVANTS' vehicle.

E. Weapons

When interviewed by SA's JOHN DENNIS MILLER: and.
BFNJAMIN F. GRAVES on September 6, l°67 ERNEST AVANTS
‘exhibited to Agents a .44 magnum: w1th 7/-1nch ‘barrel,.

- which AVANTS states he-has- for his wife: 1n order that she '

might protect herself.

II. CURRENT POSITION IN ORGANIZATION .

According to sources AVANTS has been eyeiuded
from all Klan organizations, primarily due to the fact
that the Klan feels AVANTS talks too much,

III, SUMMARY OF PAST ACTIVITIES

On July 20, 1965, JN T~1 reported that
ERNEST AVANTS attended a sth fry at the home of
JAMES LEE on June 26, 1965. He stated that along with
AVANTS there were a number of knowi. Klan membersA

present at this fish fry.

On September 5, 1965, JN T-2 reported-
that ERNEST AVANTS is ‘suspected of being used as a
source of information by Agents of the FBI.
-2
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On September 3, 1965, JN T-3 stated that
ERNEST AVANTS was kicked out of the White Knights

of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi (WKKKKOM) 1mmed1ate1y -

following his arrest by the Mississippi Highway Safety
Patrol (MHSP) in November or December, 1964. Source
stated that it was the opinion of the Klansmen that
AVANTS wen arrested was talking too much.

On September 26, 1965, JN T-2 advised that
ERNEST AVANTS was recently arrested in Jonesville,
Louisiana, after he broke into the home belonging to
the mayor of that city. Source indicated that Klan

organizations in Jonesville are tired of AVANTS coming

to that city and causing trouble and have indicated |
that if he does not stop these act1v1tles ke will be
dealt with in a severe manner.

On June 20, 1966, JN T-2 reported that ERNEST

H., AVANTS was seen approx1mate1v two weeks ago at
"TINY" LEWIS' Barbeque Drive-In. under the influence

of alcohol. Source stated AVANTS was bragglng to.

some of the Klansmen there that he had been in on

the killing of a Negro-at a shoe shop in Ferriday, =~
Lousiana. AVANTS also was bragging that he had been

in on the killing of two Negroes whose bodies were found

-floatlng in the: old Mississippi  River near Ernest .

Parker's Island about two years ago. Source stated
that AVANTS is prone to lie while under the influence
of alcohol. Source advised that arrangements had been
made during the past few days at"TINY" LEWIS' Barbeque
Drive-In near Natchez to establish an alibi for ERNEST
HENRY AVANTS on the day that BEN CHESTER WHITE was
murdered,

JN T-4 on June 18, 1966, stated that on this
date he attended the prellmlnary hearing on the BEN

'CHESTER WHITE murder and that in the source's opinion

JONES was telling the truth about FULLER and AVANTS'
participation in the murder of WHITE. .

JN T=5 on June 18, 1966, stated that AVANTS

was never a member of the United Klans of America (UKA).

Source stated that in the past AVANIS was a member of

" the WKKKKOM. However, the source at this time does not

know AVANTS' status.

3=
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JN T-2 on July 11, 1966, advised that
ERNEST AVANTS had made several trips via chartered
airplane to Laurel, Mississippi, where source believes
AVANTS contacted SAM BOWERS. Source pointed out these
trips were in late February or early March, just '
following the return’ of AVANTS and other Klansmen
from the House Committee of Un-American Activity
hearings in Washington. Source stated during these
trips AVANIS was. in contact with DEAVOURS NIX.

‘JN T-3 on July 8, 1966, adv1sed that SAM
BOWERS and ERNEST HENRY AVANTS had ‘been seeing a lot
of each other, Source stated he had determined AVANIS

‘had been renting an airplane and going to Laurel,

Mississippi. Source also stated that he determlned
that SAM BOWERS had come to Natchez in an effort to

‘see ERNEST AVANTS a day or two after AVANTS was arrested

by the Adams County Sheriff's Office. This arrest
was - in connection with the murder of BEN CHESTER
WHITE., Source stated he feels: BOWERS was 1nsterenta1
in gettlng AVANTS to klll BEN CHLSTFR WHITE,

On July 22, 1966, JN T=-3 adv1sed that - the

" WKKKKOM is now attemptlng to raise money for the famllres B

of CLAUDE . FULLWh and ERNEST AVANTS.

JN T-4 on Sepntember 26 1966 ‘advised that

~a collection was made at the. Armstrong Tire and Rubber

Company in Natchez for. the: families of ERNEST AVANTS.
and CLAUDE FULLER. r .

On September 19, 1966, JN T-2 adv1sed that he
had recently seen ROBERT WILSOW ‘known Klansman,
who stated he, WILSON, had secuxed approx:mately $360
wnich he would bring to Natchez to be used in the AVANT%--
FULLER case.

JN T-8 on October 28, 1966, advised that SAM
BOWERS took the wife of ERNEST HENRY AVANTS to see
EIMORE D, GREAVES. The purpose of this visit was to
determine if GREAVES would give AVANTS money for legal
defense in connection with the murder of BEN CHESTER WHITE,

4=
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JN T=2 on October 19, 1966, advised that
SAM BOWERS and CHARLES BLACKWELL had been in Natchez,
Mississippi, several times during the recent past with
regard to the ERNEST AVANTS-CLAUDE FULLER case. He
advised that BOWERS met with the wife of ERNEST AVANTS
regarding assistance in this case. He stated BOWERS
had mentioned that thcy will try to assist AVANTS but
will not be able to give much money at the present time,
Source advised that he had learned that GLADYS AVANTS
had recently gone to Laurel, Mississippi, where she met
with SAM BOWERS and was given approximately $200 to
assist in obtaining legal counsel for ERNEST AVANTS.

JN T-9 on November 1, 1966, advised that
leaders of the WKKKKOM in the Natchez, Mississippi,
area believe that the only successful way to defend
AVANTS and FULLER in Natchez in their pending murder
trial involving their allegedanurder of a Negro is
to do the following; (1) get as many secret members.
of the Klan placed on the. jury as possible. (2) when
Sheriff ODELL. ANDERS is.put:ion.the stand he should
be asked 1f he swore the Klan oath and still abides
by it in order to discredit.his veracity, because ANDERS

- previously had. joined:the Klan: for political reasons.

(3) get a white woman still not identified who will

 testify that the:vietim: had raped. hers

JN T-4 on November_ZO, 1966, advised that
R. P. CARTER indicated he had seen the list of prospective
jurors in the Natchez Democrat and that they had six
or seven good men on the list., Source stated the
Y's00d men' referred to Klansmen. .

On December 16, 1966, JN T-5 advised AVANTS
was released from the Adams County Jail on December 16,
1966, This was in connection with the murder of
BEN CHESTER WHITE., Source did not know the identity
of the individuals who put up the bail foxr AVANTS.

On December 16, 1966, JN T-4 advised that
he attended a scheduled meeting of Klavern 800, UKA,
Natchez. This meeting was on December 16, 1966 and at
the meeting a report was made that the Klan ralsed $600

. raffling a set of Armstrong tires in efforts to raise

7’

=5

DocId: 59165327 Page 81



HW 2003

JN 157-958

funds for legal fees for FULLER AVANTS and JONES
in the BEN CHESTER WHITE murder case,

On January 10, 1967, JN T~2 advised that

when ERNEST AVANTS was released from jail on December 16, -

1966, he went to the Barbeque Pit and began telling
everyone that the source was an informant of the FBI.

JN T-5 on March 3, 1967, advised that as far
as he knew ERNEST AVANTS was not a member of the Sllver :
Dollar Group.

On March 14, 1967, JN T-10 advised that there
was talk that FULLER and AVANTS could "'beat the rap"
in the murder trial of BEN CHESTER WHITE '

JN T-11 on %arch 17“ 1967, advised that
AVANTS was a member of the Orlglnal Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan, the White Kaights.of the Ku: Klux Klan
of Mississippi, and the United Klans of America, but
was not mentioned as being a member of the Silver Dollar

- Group.,

On March 31, 1967, JN T-5 advised that when

“?AVANTngts>d“unk=onabeerrhevwill'doumost‘anythiug;,

JN T=4 on March 31, 1967 advised that JEWEL
BUPT is used on the commlttee to obtaln funds in behalf:

of AVANTS in the BEN CHESTER WHITE murder case.,

JN T~ -12 on April 7, 1967, advised that AVANTS
told him a new group of CLAUDE FULLER s was to be known-
as the Cottonmouth Moccasin group and that AVANTS had
created the name, Source stated the following persons
are associated with this group; CLAUDE FULLER, ERNEST
AVANTS, JAMES JACKSON.

On April 10, 1967, JN T-11 advised that he was o

well acqualnted with ERNEST AVANTS.

’

On April 13, 1967, JN T-7 advised that ERNEST
AVANTS was in the Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,
WKKKKOM and had heard he was to be tried for murder in
Natchez,

X » _6_
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(C) On March 29, 1967, JN T-13 advised he was

unable to identify ERNEST HENRY AVANTS as being a
member of the Sllver Dollar Group.

On Aprll 20, 1967, JN T-12 advised that
AVANTS met RED GLOVER for the first time at''TINY"

\\\ LEWIS' Barbeque Pit, Natchez, and was questloned by"
"aGLOVER about the JONES' murder trlal .

\\ _On April 26, 1967, N T- 12 advised ‘
that]| had told hlm_that he had been on
several "jobs" w1th AVANTS. .

on May 16 1967 JN T-4 rentatlvely ldentlfed
ERNEST AVANTS as a member of the Sllver Dollar Group.

: On May 10, 1967, JN T-12 adv1sed that a
committee composed of CHARLES DAVIDSON, REGGIE CARTER
and JOE HARDY is going to contact: ERNEST AVANTS to
warn him from continuing to run off at the mouth.
Source stated JOE HARDY wants to whip. him but: DAVIDSON

" is against vxolence of any klnd at this tlme.

JN T=12 on May. 25, 1967, adv1sed;WAYNE;REED'

" advised him on May 17, 1967, that ERNEST AVANTS
_ had been''shut up" and that no ore was to have anythlng
“more to do with- hlm, AVANTS. :

JN T=12 on June 21 1967, advised that’ TRAVIS

‘BUCKLEY Attorney from Laurel MlSSlSSlppl, who is

representing the White Knlohts was at the Barbequev

Pit and was talklng to ERNEST AVANTS most of the tlme.

On June 27, 1967,JN T.—12'adv1sed' that TRAVIS
BUCKLEY is going to defend the White Knights in a

million dollar civil suit brought against them by the

heirs of BEN CHESTER WHITE. Source stated AVANTS was

at the Barbeque Pit with BUCKLEY on June 23 1967,

and that AVANTS was in a drunken condition, Source
advised AVANTS was arguing with BUCKLEY, - =~ = =

JN T-11 on June 27, 1967, advised that
SAM BOWERS spent a day with AVANIS last week and that

they merely conversed on the intewal situation of the

United States today. Source reported that in. his contact:

=7~
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with AVANTS he had learned nothingAabout the disposal

of the guns used in the BEN CHESTER WHITE murder.

~ JN T-14 on August 8, 1967, advised that
Klansmen in the Natchez area are ‘angry with ERNEST AVANTS

‘because of his alleged confessions to the FBI in the
-Adams County Sheriff's Office concerning AVANTS'

participation in the murder of BEN CHESTER WHITE.|

On August 27, 1967, JN T-7 advised that
he orly knew ERNEST HEVRY AVANTS to see hlm.

On September 5, 1967, JN T-12 adv1sed AVANTS
was a member~of the 0ld Orlglnal Knlghts of the Ku Klux
Klan of Mississippi. :

On September 16, 1967, JN T-1ll advised that
the WKKKKOM terminated their wuse of a $4,000 building-
on the property of SELF HANEY, Morgantown Heights Road,
just outside of Natchez, MlSSlSSlppl, because ERNEST
AVANTS got drunk one nlghL and. went out- and. shot up-
the building. . - P

On OCt'ober: 25, 1967,JN T-10° adv:.s ed that,.ERNEST.
AVANTS became very upset with ED FULLER when he and FULLER

~ got into-an- argument about. SAM: BOWERS. coming .in. to-
Natchez, Mississippi. ‘

On November 13, 1967, JN T-11 advised that he
has heard that AVANTS contacted the Adams County
District Attorney during the past couple of weeks
and supposedly gave the District Attorney some 1nformat10n_
about the BEN CHESTER WHIT? marder case.

On NovemberVZZ, 1967, JN T-10 advised that
TRAVIS BUCKLEY, Attorney for the White Knights, was
seen taking the wife of ERNEST AVANTS to dinner at
Jughead's on the old river at Deer Park, Louisiana,

JN T-11 on December 7, 1967, advised that a
jury was selected on December 7, 1967, for the trial -
of ERNEST HENRY AVANTS in Natchez, Mississippi.

Source stated there are four Klammen or former Klansmen
on this jury. :

’

~8-
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On December 11, 1967, JN T-6 advised he had
obtained a list of the Jury menbers in AVANTS' murder‘
trial,

On December 13, 1967, JN T-14 advised that
when AVANTS was first arrested in the Spring of 1967
AVANTS had obtained money for his ‘defense from the Klan.
Source also advised that AVANTS' wife had in her possession
a Lueger which SAM BLACKMAN was trying to obtain from
AVANTS' wife. .

JN T-12 on December 20, 1967, adv1sed tbat ;
JAMES LEE SCAROBOROUGH appears qulte concerned over the
acquittal of ERNEST HENRY AVANTS in his recent trial
for the murder of BEN CHESTER WHITE. SCAROBOROUGH qtated
that in his opinion the "Feds" had "thrown" the case :
~in order that AVANTS. would. tuxn - state's evidence and
testify against CLAUDE FULLER in FULLER's trial for the
murder of BEN -CHESTER .WHITE..

JN T-12 on January 3, 1968, advised that

Klansmen  feel AVANTS-will: tes tlfy agalnst CLAUDE. FULLER
in FULLER's upcoming trial for the murder. of BEN CHESTER

- WHITE. Source continued that most Klansmen will reserve
opinion on -AVANLS uantil after. the FULLER trial. Source
stated that.the:tickets: which JEWEL.LEE BURT 'was selling
were for the legal defense of ERNEST HENRY AVANTS in
"AVANTS' trial for the murder of WHITE., Efforts on

- AVANTS' behalf met with little success.,

: Cn February 21, 1968, JN T-3 advised AVANTS
was a member of all Klan groups with the exception of
the UKA,

On March 15, 1968, JN T-12 reported that
ERNEST AVANTS has JAMES LEE SCAROBOROUGH worried because
AVANTS talked SCAROBOROUCH into doing something that
could put him, SCAROBOROUGH in the penltentlary for
conspiracy.

IV. INTERVIEWS WITH THE SUBJECT

| =9
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»' FE%.RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

i . R : o Date 3/13/67

ERNEST HENRY AVANTS was interviewed in connection
with another investigative matter on the front porch of his _ .
rezidence located at 114 Rushing Street, Natchez. He was advised
cf the identity of 1nterv1ew¢ng fgents by SA ROBERT F. BOYLE.
re was advised by SA BOYIE thai he did not have to furnlsh
any statement or information *o ‘the interviewing Agents, ﬁnd
that any information or statement furnished by him could
be used against him in a court of law,. AVANTS was also ot
advised by SA EOYLE that he had a right to consult an attorney
of his own cheoosing at any time he desired, and that he had
the right to terminate the interwview at any time he desired.
AVANTS stated he is being represented by an attorney
on state charges and that h i3 wall aware of his rights
znd does not desire to have his attornzy present during S
this intexview. o L : _ , -

During thiz interview the iﬁtprv1@w1ng Aaents discussed
w1th AVANTS. the numerous Shc@tl“gw and: bzatings that have o
occurred in the Adams County, Mississippi, area in the past.
several years, 1nL1Ld1ﬁg the murder of BEN WqLTE

€A BOYLE ingquired of RVANTS as to when his trial e
in cannpction with the BEY WHITE murder case was scheduled
for ccurt. AVANTS replied that he has basn unable to get
2 sp:edy trial as guarantead him under the constitution of
tha Unit ed States as tha Districk Attt anﬂy kept qcttlng dalays.
¥z stat2d he was ready to go to tri?l @daya

AVANTS statead %v falt fident that he waqld be
of the murday chr 3 the sheriff has only ona
a anrst him and it s word against this one
¥TS then corre his remarks, stating it is
Vﬁlﬁ onz witnass against two of them." He : .
the only witnass aszaimst him "iz out of hiz mind,’
' to Whitfiald iazt Friday OV_wa@ to be taken R
13, 1257, - ' : ' . T

AVANTS further

not guilty of murdering
)y WETTE and he explainad in

= PULLER shot WHITE five or six
ig ‘ : , ~ ~ 157-6253
; o - 45,-2044
U  157-958 .
oo 3/13/67 o+ Natchez, Mlsu1s3}pp1 Fﬂe#-—151-1519(Adans _UKA)
SA ALLAN N, KORNBLUM  -9a- IR
by _SA ROBERT F. BOYLE/raj 3/13/67

I)aie dictated

This docume nt contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its ¢o \'e’\t\ are not to be dt:.tnbuuc outside your agency. : o
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times in the hoart, then pauq r‘one minute. FULLER

&
, 2 fo
-then shot WHITE several times in the head, paused for another |
@ ¥s

minute and then shot WHITEZ in each arm. AVANTS stated that
FULLER then turned to him, AVANTS, and requested AVANTS to

" shoot WHITE., AVANTS stated Hﬁ‘a@?gd EULLER,"Where should I

shoot him?" FULLER replied, °ﬂhg©u ‘him in the God damn head o
which AVANTS did.. :

AVANTS stated that h2 has baen adv1sed by hl% attornby
that he, AVANTS, cculd rot be ccnviectzad of murder becauue,‘

‘a2all he did was shoot a corpse. It was pointed out to AVANTS

that WHITE might not have been dsad when AVANTS shot him to
which AVANTS replied "he had %o bb d»ad becauae of the number

- of shots fired into him_by'sd EER,Y - T

HW 2003
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AVANTS did not volunteer an f 1n;orm3t:on regardlng
where this shooting O@currad Or an

the ﬁ}gotlng..
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-dy' for trlal any time
e District. Attornoy.»
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RSN

FEBERM.BURENJOF INVESTIGATION

1 -~ Date ___3/14/63

_ ERNEST HENRY AVANTS was 1nterv1ewed on the front

porch of his residence located at 114 Rushing. ~AVANTS was
advised of the 1dent1ty of the 1nterv1ew1ng Agents. and the : .
nature of the inquiry by SA RC3ERT F., BOYLE. SA BOYLE adqlsed :
AVANTS that he did not need to make any statement or furnish B
any information, and that any statement or information furnlshed‘
by him could be used agz2inst him in a court of law. He was also -
advised by SA BOYLE hz had th S right to consult’ W1th an attorney
or anyone else before furnizhing a statement. AVANTS adv;sed
that he knows his rights and he is presently represented by an -
attorney in a state matter currently pending; however, he

did not desire for that dttorney to be present during the
1nte1v1ew.

AVANTS stated he does not’ have possession of any

- information concerning ths rurdez of a Negro.by the name of

WHARLEST JACKSON and that if he did possess any 1nformat10n
concerning this matter he would not furnish it.to the FBI.
He stated, in his opinicm, JACKSON was killed by another
Negro to create an 1ncxutnt wherein the Natlonal Association

- for the Advancemant of Colored Psople could raisé funds

as a result of national pJQllC&ty ettacned to that type of.
crime,

.

2 that he is not a member of anyfklan type -

AVANTS stat h

ever been a member of such an
3 ag
3

)
organization nor has he
organization. He stated he i

_ ‘ seyregationist and definitely
believes in most aims and projects

tne Ku Klux Klan.

rh P‘{

AVANTS said that in the ewvent he receives any
informaticn in the future cmneérnlng tre identity of the.
individual respenzibla for JACKSON's death he would not
furnish this information te £ha FRI unless the individual
respensible was a Negro, ~Hz stated that if he determines
that a white man ki ll,, cAlESOY he, AVANTS, would shake his
hand and congraztulat: 1 o I

!
¥

AVANTS stzated he doss ne‘ belle re 'in 1ntegratlon of the
SCIOUL ay=Cc,a YETCEUYENTS, T
believe in mixing tha blscd of the whites and "nqu

- N 452005

JN 157-958 8
: JN 157-1519 Voo
 On 3/13/67 .t Natchez, Mississippi File # -
SA ALLAN N, KORUELUM : R -
SA ROBERT F. BOYLE/raj - _9c- 3/13/67
by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and‘is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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time it would do any gwmod,

to kill a "nigger" when

HW 2003

JN 44-2044 - R R ) e

2.

AVANTS stated he would not - stand for any "niggexr"
© cocme into his schoecl, c;u :%;'01 home and that he would =
use violence if necsssary t p”ﬁﬁﬁﬁL ‘such a happenlng ..

AVANTS stated _ 2 tﬂ«ugnt it was frultless”
to burn any Negro churghe ‘wul rather they should burn
them when they woare full of ‘nigger&“ as thls was the only

advised Lhat he thought it waasiupld
real enemiez are the big shot pollt1c1anm.

both white and Negro, an t the preseént Governor of Mississippi
was anenenmy of the white psople, o o S

AVANTS fu“nh@f

Although AVANTS stated he was not a member of tne
Ku Klux XKlan or any kian- ty\e,group, ha did state that he had
taken several secret o Tut- declified: to identify the:
organizations or fm; : t‘er caths were taxen."
A%AV”% aid <Laib 8. connection that he-was
merber of the ! ' ‘ ' c -

AVANDS sta
noveamant was Cammpun
in'the *xaitlon o’

=d the Negro civil rights
1at he had. part1c1pated
the Natch=z area -

ng MARTIN LUTHER KING
slaved. AVANTS also

20N was killed at the
some 1rregular1t1e
Advancement of

;‘T‘ CESCON,

3
e
w
L)

generally familiar with

used it many years ago

e stumps, but he had

1nd would be reluctant

ng erous, AVANTS stated
na2d to use the "C3" '

bron subsequently lﬁproved
denied any knowledge

SON. . ‘

o

£

W vy
i

iu

(IR W !.)s

e {9 (D

n
viy
"
[N

upon 2%

Cp w7 0 VG PP W

iy

Fl

e 2
UJ

Y iew was conducted on AVANTS'

v

frecnt pore ip batween interviewing

Agent“ and Rl T ordlal through the :

interview. o o " _ N
) , -9d-
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. £ ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIC

—

Date __8/21/67

7

ERNEST AVANTS was interviewed at his residence,

114 Hammett Street, Natchez, Mississippi, by Special ‘Agents

EARL E, BOYD and JOUN DENNIS MILLER who identified themselves

" as Special Agents of the FBI.” SA MILLER advised AVANTS

the nature of the investigation and began to explain to

 AVANTS his comstitutional rights. AVANIS interrupted and

stated he had bean interviewed many times by the FBI, was
fully aware of his rights, and would gladly talk with the
Ageunts, but did not dasire to sign a waiver of rights form,

AVANTS advised that approximately six months ago

he had a .22 caliber rifle stolen from his house. He
ize

theorized the thief must have had a key to the house as no-

windows 0X
AVARTS opinion a Klansman might have stolen the rifle.

1

doors bore evidence of forceable entry. In

e

explained that it was possibla thit some mambelrs of tne Klan

did not-want him in Natchez any longer. He would not

elaborate on this point. "He coatinued that if. this rifle

wes laft at the scene of a muider, he could be convicted

and put -ia jail. This theft has not been reported to the

Adags. County Sheiriffi's Office..

o He continued that the Klan is not assist
finzrnidly with his defense in the trial which conc
murdni of BEN CHESTER WHITE. He did state that scm

.
X
e

ng
rns the
a

Klansman

cama to his wife while he was in jail and informed her that
the Klan would assist him fipzncially if he would agree to use
the Klan lawyer. This he refused to do. AVANIS did not desire

to furnich any namas of individuals involved.

He inquired as to the whereabouts
Agent who had visited him previously, explaining that he

of the Special

Jackson LL=204%"
Jackson 157-958

- Jackson 157-1519

of

| on _8/18/67 __at Natchez, Mississippi rile slackson 6253 o
! SAs EARL E. BOYD and . J3kS0n L7 MARVIN MG RIWHEX
" JOUM DEN ER M/ -Je- JacKkson =488 . a
by _JOHMN DENNIS MILLER /JD /31s Date dictated ~8/19/67

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBILL
your agency; it and its countents arc not to be distributed outside your agency.
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desired to ascertain why that Agent tthOht he, AVANTS,
had attended a fishfry in Wildsville, Louisiana. AVANIS =
;'denled he had attended any such flShLly ‘ ‘

: ‘When asked abouL the shooting of a Negro nam;d
BUTLER in Mississippi, AVANTS stated he wa fdm;llar_hlth_
the case and knew the identities of most of the individuzls

responalble, but did not declre to comment any further on tho
matter.

He advised that he knows MﬁRVIW MC KINNEY and his
brother, "BIG MAC'" MC KINNEY, and has no opinion one way or
the other about the two men. AVANTS advised that he did
not desire to furnish any'inroxmatlon to the FBI because
as soon as he told something tc the FBI, it would be opread

~all over town. Furthermore, AVANTS stated he has nothing to -

gain and ev“rythgnc tn loose Idlniah ng information to the
FBI " ' : ’ -

» AVANTD is certain. Lhaf th Negroes killed WHARLEST
JACKSON because it is relatively easy to look back on the
nurder and ob<01ve vhich. race ga:n“d most from it.

AVANTS adv1sed that he becuxe lncensmd‘ at
CHARLES FVE? when EVERS announced that AVANTS had received
a raise and a promotion at International Paper Company dlter
he had been ruleaved from jail. This untrus statement by
EVERS served to confirm AVANTS' opinion that Negroes in
‘general and Negro leaders in particular are basically
dishonest and untrustworthy. He advised that he dozs not
hate Negroes, but that he did not feel as though he would

feel any remorse if all Negroes suddeﬂly'dloappeared AVANTS h

concluded by stating that ha had no obJectlon to addltlonal
contacts by the FBI. -
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Date 9/9/67

ERNEST AVANTS was interviewed at his reoldence, |
114 Hammett Street, Natchaz, Mississippi; by SAs BENJAMIN F.
GRAVES and JON DEHNIS I*HL’:*R 7ho identified thems thGo as’
Special Agents of the FBI.  AVANTS advised hz was aware of

his constitutional rights, but would be more than WLlllno to
talk with the Agents. - :

He was intervlbvbd foL appy oa.mgtely three hours
during which time variocus topics of conversation were :
dlSCLVQed Throughout the interview, AVANTS contlnuqlly sh:ftnd
from one topic to anothar in such a manner that it was cften’

aifficult or 1UPOSolbl° to codplbhend the subject mattc* of
his rc“arks. : :

Several times ha inmmcabed a w1111n°ness to tradc
- information in his possession. He was unwilling and unable,
however, to specify what he wanted in return or abonut what
subjcects he would be willing to furnish 1nLo*mﬂL10n.,

In this regard, he advised that he could fur hv'”

: nis
no information about the bombing of WHARLEST TACVROJ H:
did state that he coculd be of ssiSt ance to the FBI in ¢
investigation of the GLRORGE:MET GXIF: bombing because "we ?
(evidently referring to the Vhite knlgnus) have hhd sowe
faixly strong opinions conc;rn;ng thnt bombing

» Three times AVANTS v s askad abuut a trlp to
-« Brcokhaven, MLSShSSIPDl, V1bh MIE LEE JCNES to secure
- medical assistance for JOIES follozlﬁo az shooting on the
property of a Negro pheasant breedsr in Louisiana. SA GRAVES
explained to AVANI'S that he was not suspected of pa articipating
in the trip to LOu’SlaJa as Silver Dollar Group mzmbers ware
involved and he was not a Silver Dollar Group member. AVANIS
volunteerea that some OL those lnvolvbd were subsequently in
' Jackson &44=Z044
Jackson 157-958
' : Jackson 157-3830
Oon__9/6/67 at _ Natchez, Mississippi File # Jackson 157~5206“

SAs JOHN DENNIS MILLER and _ - Jackson 174-27 )
» ENJAMIN F. GRAVES  /JDM:jls -9g- .
by BRI . Date dlctdted - 9/7/67 :

. This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned tq
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. : :
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the Silver Dollar Group, but that the Silver Dollar Group
was not in existence at the time of this incident. AVANTS
did not comment on his trip w1Lh JONES to Brookhaven.‘

AVANTS dlsplayed acute interest in the murder of -
FARL HODGES in Eddice ton, Mississippi, on August 14»—15 1965. -
He advised that the White Knights would eventually ascertaln
the identities of the parties responsible as they were
conducting an investigation themselves in that matter. He .
stated that investigation has disclosed that a womgn is- =
involved. SA GRAVES ingquired if that woman wvas

NTS smiled and said, "You said that, I didn't",
He would not elaborate fulthor on th; HODGES case except

- to exupress, 1ater in the convoroaglon interest in 1t

Reference was also ﬁade to tbe beatlno of

MARVIN WESIXY WILLIS and BLAINE FREEMAN EMFINGER. in the -

Fall of 1964 near Bude, HlSSluolppJ. AVANTS stated that,
"We gave thnm a good tanning" (eviccntly - yeferxing to
the ‘White Knights); that "the big man: in. overalls' had done :
a govd JOb and that ELAINE would,noL hav; been beaten if she
had kept her mouth shut.. S '

As the conversation concerning bzaltings continued,
AVANTS mentioned the beating of WILLIE JOZ BUTLER who worked
on the DRAIN property., He also mentionad au assault on a .
Negro who was beaten and given castor oil. 1In the same series
of remarks, AVANTS mzntioned that "he', while speaking of
the Negro, was forced to run in a dark field and ran into &
tree. According to AVANTS, the Negro deserved the beating
because he looked up women's skirts vhen thay ascended stairs.

‘The victim appeared on television and stated he was not"
~involved in civil rights activity, whlch statemant AVANTS

advised was dbSOlUtEly correct. It was unclear if all of
these remarks were intended to refer to BUfLER‘or whether
they referred to two or more ‘separate partles. He would not

-‘ 9h -
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furnish any addlbﬂonal information abOut these matters nor

would he clarify which beating or beatings totvhich he was
referring. ‘AVANIS continuad that he was not aware of the

beating of a Negro from Natchez who had 1nsu1ted thm Wlfe o
of JACK MOORE, : .

He advised that there were Several JObu" done in

Adams County by "outlaw groups" wnlch did not involve the
White Nights. : ~

. AVA TS dlsplaybd a Jb mqgnun pistol w1Lh a 7% inch
barrel which his wife keeps ‘around the house for protectlon.

AVANTS adv1aed that he was fzrmly convinced that
the White Knights complLSQd the most desirable group of
southern men in Mississippi. He yould never consider JOlﬂng
the United Klans of America, Inc., the old Originals, the
Knights of the Green Forest, the Universal Klans of America,
the White Cemzllians, the Silver Dollar Group, or any other
group. He did state that the Silver Dollal‘oloup supposcdlv
consisted of the elite or chosen men. of the area. He express
a profound admiration for SAM BCGJERS whom he deu,rabbd as the
leader of the White Knights. He ehpldlnpd that BGUERS was a
highly intelligent man wHo was self taught. Furthermore,
while there is a Jesus in heaven, there is a Jesus here on-
earth and that man is SAM BCULAS. o B

]
=1
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V. MISCELLANEOUS

On June 26, 1967, Mr. EDWIN BENOIST,
Attorney in Adams County, Natchez, MlSSlSSlppl,
advised SA CLARENCE G. PROSPERE that on Friday,
June 23, 1967, he was in the Adams County Sheriff's
Office, Natchez, Mississippi, in connection with some
routine matters. While talking to Sheriff ODELL ANDERS,
a telephone call was received by the sheriff and
upon termination of the call, Sheriff ANDERS stated
that ERNEST AVANTS had called him and asked that the
sheriff arrest him, meaning AVANTS, and lock him up
as he, AVANTS, was fearful that he would bodily harm
someone, ‘Sheriff ANDERS then advised BENOIST that
he told AVANTS to take a cab and come to the County
Jdll

BENOIST stated that when AVANTS came into
the Sheriff's Office, AVANTS hegan telling him that .
BENOISYT and the District Attorney would never be able -
to convict him, AVANTS stated that adually a carbine
was us ed to "blov BEN' CHESTER WHITE's head off,"

BENOIST stated about this time in the con--
versation, LENOX. FORMAN, District Attorney, came into

’ the office and entered 1nLo thelr conversatlon.

- BENOIST stated- that AVANTS told them that he
would bz willing to testify in the BEN CHESTER WHITE
case, but that he could not do so because ED FULLER,

‘the brother of CLAUDE FLLLER would have kllled hlm

immediately.

BENOIST advised that AVANTS made the following
comments concerning hlS involvement in the BEN CHESTER
WHITE case: :

AVANTS stated that CLAUDE FULLER had phoned
him on a Tuesday and said he needed to whip a Negro
and wanted AVANTS to go with him. AVANTS inquired
as to why FULLER wanted to whip the Negro and FULLER

stated the Negro was going around to: the Negro churches

and telling Negroes that they should be marryng white
people., AVANTS stated that he agreed that a Negro of
this type needed whipping. §

4

-X
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AVANTS went on to state that on the following
Friday, FULLER came by the place of the Inernational
Paper Company where AVANIS was working and asked if
AVANTS was still going with him, AVANTS stated he
advised FULLER that he was going as he had been thznklng
this matter over for the past two days. AVANTS then
pointed out to BENOIST, FORMAN and Sheriff ANDERS |
that he and CLAUDE FULLER were not in the same group.

AVANTQ stated he did not know that FULLER

intended to kill the Negro, but thought they were going

to only whip him. AVANTS stated when they stopped on

the bridge he thought they would bend the Negro over

the bridge railing and whip him because he knew that

they had brought a whip or a large strap w1th them in
the car.

AVANTS stated it was his perﬂenal opinion that v SR
the Negro was actually killed because the Negro had -
seen CLAUDE hULLER steallng and. butchering cows.

AVANTS admltted that he hlmself had stolen
and killed cows,which was known to Sheriff ANDER RS,
as Sheriff ANDLRS had recovered the bullets from some 7
of the cows and had the FBI Laboratory conduct ballistic

‘tests which showed the bullets came from guns owned

by ERNEST AVANTS. AVANTS also admitted that he had

~defrauded the Brookhaven, Mississippi, Production Credit
~ Association, but that this was also information already

known to Sheriff ANDERS.

BENOIST stated>that at no time during the

course of the conversation set forth previcusly was

AVANTS advised of his rights against self-incrimination.
Mr. BENOIST pointed out that at one time AVANTS 1nqu1red
if the conversation “was being recorded and he was

told that the conversation was not being record, it could
not be used against him because he had not been advised
of his rights against self-incrimination. Mr. BENOILST
stated that he felt had AVANTS been advised of his rlghts '

~against self-incrimination, he would not have spoken
as freely as he did, BENOIST further p01nted out that

as previously stated AVANTS came to the il in'a drunken  l"

" condition and he did not feel that AVANTS was sober

during the conversation, but was actually under the 1nf1uence
of alcohol :

-11-
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The following characterlzatlons ae included
in the appendix of this report:’

Original Knights .of the Ku Klux Klan (OKKKK)
Realm of Mississippi ‘

Original Ku Klux Klan of América, Inc.
(Louisiana) (OKA) '

United Klans of America, Inc. Knlghts
of the Ku Klux Klan (URA)

. White Knights of the Ku Klux K]an of
MlSSl sippi (WKKKKOM)

Ornglnal Knights of the Ku KlUY Klan
(Louwsiana) (ORKRKK) =

Silver Dollar-Groupw

-12-

HW 2008 DocId:592165327 Page 97



HW 2008

. ) : fo
[ : i . 4

"IN 157-958

APPENDIX

ORIGINAL KNIGHTS OF THE KU RLUX KLAN
(LOU.LSIANA)
- (OKKKK)

A source advised on October 25, 1963, that an
organization known as the Original Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan (CKKKK) had been organized in the State of Louisiana

. at Shrevepert, Louisiana, in December of 1960.

A second source advised on August 12, 1966,

that the OXKKK continues to be active within the State
“of Louisiana, and that:the aims-and purposes of this organiza-
tion continue to be to promote Americanism, the uprrmacy of

the white race,; and the furthnranne of segregation betwee
.the races.

-12a-
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APPENDTIX.

ORIGINAL KWIGHTS OF THE
KU KLUX KLAN (OKKKK) .
REAIM OF MISSYSSIPPT

A source adv1 sed that at an election of thb
Original Kajghts of the Ku Klux Klan of America, ,
Incorporated, (0XA) held at Polkv:]le, Mississippi, on
December 7, 196/ Ernest Gilbert was elected Grand
Dragon ruo19"1nr Ferrall Me Coxmlck, Sr..

Ernest Gilbert in reorg anizing this group )
rCﬁamﬂd it the Original Knlgh?s of the Ku Klux. Klan, T co
and stated the organization wi 111 hereafter be known as o

i

.
1T
-

Gilbert stated this 01gma17hzion isr
Tate-grogp.

affiliuuod with any nati 01a1 oxr oLhnr S

Gilbert said‘trat it will ba an. inﬁephn&ent,
self-supporting, ouvganization within the State of Mis sissippi, ,
whose function will bz to serve the pe ovle of Migsisgsippi. . 7

I

The purpose of this orpaa17atlon j.s to promote
pury p

- Americanicsm, the supremacy of the white race, and furtherance
’ Y4 : 3

of sg0rbgatio etween the races. In addition, to educate: - ,
the pecple; for example, if changes are to be made they B
should be made through political means and not through ;
violence, ‘

-13=-
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ORIGINAL KU KLUX KLAN OF AMERICA, INC,
g (LOUISIANA) (OKA)

t

Records of the Secretary of State, State of
Louisiana, Baton Rouge, Louisiama, reflect that a
Louisiana corporate charter was issued to the Qriginal
Ku Klux Klan of Amerlca, Inc., on January 26 1965, at
Monroe, Lou1s1ana, . :

A source advised on May 16, 1965, that ét a

LProvince meeting in Winmsboro, Loulslana of the Original
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (OKKKK) held in December,. 1964

- there was a considerable dissension among the members and

HW 2003

as a result, a split in the OKKKK océ¢urred. Houston Morr:s
and Robert Fuller led the split and formed the Orlglnal

Ku Klux Kian of America, Incos accordlnp to the source,

A second source advised on October 1, -1965, that
Houston Morris and Robert Fuller formed the Original Ku
Klux Klan- of Ammrlca, Inc. (ORA) after splitting .away from
the OXKKK in.December, 1964. The second source advised

" that the OKA has the same genezal purposes as the OKKKX;

that is, ‘the promotlom of Amerlﬂan1sm, white supremacy and
the maintaining of segregaflono'

The second source also advised that Robert Fuller
assumed the leszdership positiocn of Grand Dragon of the OKA in
February, 1965, after Houston Morris left the organization. ‘
The second source further advised that the OKA dces not have
any unlts chartered ouu51de of the State of LOUlSlaﬂa

APPENDIX
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SILVER DOLLAR GROUP‘

A source on April &4, 1967, and a second source on
May 3 1967, characterized the Sllvel Dollar Group as
hard-core action group made up of present and former members
of the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi .
(WKKKKOM) ; the United Klans of America, Inc. (UKA); and
Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of hlsqlselpww and
Louisiana.

On August 15, 1967, a third source advised that the
Silver Dollar Group was formed approximately in May or June,
1964. The secret group within the Klan was formed to further
Klan activities involving the promgtion of Americanism, white
supremacy, and maintaining total segregation. Klansmen were
dissatisfied with the inactivity in their respective Klan
groups. The members of the new secret action unit had.to be.
trusted Klansmen and had to ~vouch for each other

-No formal oroenization format has b en adopted but
group membership is obtalned by invitation only and upon -
receipt of a silver dollar coin from the group Olganléel,f£ V - e

_ Ralelgh Jackson Glover. | . D

~1l4a-
APPENDIX

14

DocId: 59165327 Page 101



HW 2003

UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, .INC.,
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (UKA) . -

Records of Superior Court of Fulton County, Georgia,
reflect that this Klan organization was granted a corporate

- charter on February 21, 1961, -at Atlanta, Georgia, under the

nsme United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of America,
Inc. o A g ‘ ‘ ' 3

A source advised on February 27, 1961, that United
Klans was formed as a result of a split in the U. S. Klans,
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. According to the source,
the split resulted from a leadership dispute and United
Klans has the same aims and objectives as the parent group.
These are the promotion of Americanism, white supremacy, and
segregation of the races.. =~ “ - ’ S

The first source and a second source advised in

“July, 1961, that United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan

of America, Inc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan. The merged‘organization;established
headquarters in Suite 401, Alston Building, Tuscalcosa,
Alabama. (The organization 1is directed by ROBERT SHELTON,

‘Imperial Wizard, and is the dominant Klan group in the

South, with Units in several Southern states.)

. Second source advised that at a meeting'in
Prattville, Alabama, on October 22, 1961, the U. S. Klans,

~ Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, merged with the United Klans

of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.

: Third source advised on May 25, 1966, that the UKA
is currently an active organization, with Klaverns in several
states. This source said that ROBERT M. SHELTION is the '
Imperial Wizard of this organization and was elected to this
position on September 5, 1964, at a National Klonvocation .in
Birmingham, Alabama. Source stated that during April, 1966,
the National office was moved from Suite 401, Alston Building,
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, to the carport of SHELTON's residence,

 #18 Lake Sherwood, Star Route, Northport, Alabama, which

space he had converted into a room. -

APPENDIX
-15-
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WHITE KNIGHTS OF ”} E KU KLUX KIAN
OF MISSISSIP WKKKROM)

. A source advised that on February 15, 1964,
approximately 200 members of the Original Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan from the State of Mississippl met at Brook-

haven, Mississippi. Those present decided to defect from

the Original Knights and to form their own Klan group, in

. .

Mississippl to be known as the White Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan of Nio'i551ppl. ' . -

v - _
source advised that the aims and purpose

This s of
the WKKKKOM are to preserve Christian civilization, protact.
and promote white pthacy and the segregation of the races,
to fight Comm is and to extend the dlgnntj heritage, and
rights of the white race of America.. B

The same souvrce ad

o)

o<
:—-!-
w
o
e

on August 25, 1967, that
ti

A
the WKKKKCH is an unincorporated, secret ocrganization
existing in the State of Missiseippi end foried for the
sole purpose of preserving white supremacy regardless of the
cost and including thz2 use of force and violence. Thz official
constitution and other directives of the organization do not
openly advocate the use of force or violence; however, it is

generally conceded among the members that in the end force
and viclence will be the salvation of the white man regardin
his relatiocnship with the Hegro race. The WIKKKOXN is con-
trolled by the Imperial Wizard and state officers. The
stute is d\Vld;o 1nto aistric and provinces. There is an

£ st 25, 1967, of 400 to 6CC
dues-paylng-a mbers of this organization. The aims and pur«
poses of the organization continue to be the 'same as whan LL
organization was created in February, 1S64. Sam Hollowa
Bowers, Jr., Laurel, Mis: ippi, continues tc be the
Imperial Wizard. ‘ -
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In Reply, Please Refer to

o . ’ _‘ : . . '
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU CF INY’/}ESTIGATION

Jackson, Mississippi
April 1, 1968

~ File No.
mTitle  ERNEST HENRY AVANTS
Character RACTAL MATTERS (KLANj
Reference Report of Special Agent Michael
J. O0'Neill dated and captioned as
as above, ' ' : o
All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
‘are concealed in referenced commmication have furnished reliable
information in the past. '
Thi§ document contains neither recoramendations nor conciusions of the FBI, Itis 'ihé property
of the FBI and is loaned to vour agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency. - ) .
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interview,

>~‘\{ . . . : X ‘ f*\. E
o

 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

| Dote__ 1/8/68

Mrs. ERNEST H. (GLADYS S.) AVANTS, 114 Hammitt

- Street, MNatchez, Mi°81SSlppl, was contacted and advised of

the 1dentlty of- the 1nterv1ew1ng Agent and the nature of

- the 1nqu3rv

.She stated her thband was asleep, as he had

Ipulled two shifts at the International Paper Company,

Incorporated and would not be available for interview
until Tuesday or Wednesday, January 9 or 10, 1968. She
stated she doubted that ERNEST H. AVANTS would talk to
Special Agents of the F3BI since the AVANTS family had
suffered so much from his talking to the FBI.

Mrs., AVANTS refused to azwaken her husband for

. : , ) G4+ 20484 )

Cn 1/5/68 ot__Natchez Mississippi __Files ____,LacLs._m,_b F.958
'SA GEORGE P, GAMBLIN/wgj I '_, = 1/5’68

W ‘ : Date dictated

This document confains reit ther eco"xmcr\dc'lons nor conclusions - of the: FBL [t is ?he property of the F8I oad. IS loaned to you oaan/

157-5253

it ond its contents are not to. be distributed cuts lde your agency.
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NATCHEZ, I\Ilou

(UPI) w A
t jury of nine white
Ni’gio men  stood

to hear the first

rey mdaref‘ Dist, Atty
Prosecutor Edward nmm Jr.
Forman and Adams Cﬂdm
mevufor Edward Benoist Jt
to te prepared to procesd with
tht, state; £ease. iy
Avants, James Lloyd Jones,
and Claude M. Fuller zare ac-
cused of luring Ben Chester
White, a 65-vesr- olg Negro farm
hand, inio a car June 12, 195 56, on .
¥s|the pretense of helping look for
ection for the mur-l2 lost dog, and then shocting the
. Ernest Avants. elderly Negro and dumpmC his

Leroz

‘zang” mur-
Negro 18

to the final mem-
jury lafe Thursday |
four laborious day

Toe-t,
e __Dody into a- creel

Jones, 57, turned state's evi-
dence at a preliminary hearing
a year ago and said he drove
the cav ihe night ihe. Negro was -
killed but that.Fulier and Awv-
rants  did. the actual  shooting.
‘Jones’ murder trial. ended with
& hung jury, A new trial date
was expected to be' set today.

arguments at Joues' trial that'
the slaying was a type of ini-
tiation to solidify his h\alt\ as
‘a .new member of the ‘‘coiton
;mouth moceasin  gang,”  des-
‘cribed as  similar to the Ku
Klux Klan in purpose. .
- Both Fuller, 47, and Avants,
:36, had been identified by the
‘House Commiitee on Un- A'mn—!
can Activities last year as KKK
members. :

The slaying came after sev-
eral months of bilfer boycotis
and marches by eivil
forces. There also had been a!
.number ¢f bombings and earlier
‘this year, a Negro leader was
killed when 2 bomb planted in,
his truck expleded. i

A large nuinber of the 211!
prospective  jurors  summoned |
for the trial were excused be-.
cause they alreadyv formed:
fixed opinions in the widely pub-
licized case. An ‘zlmost cqual
aumber, however, were excused
afton. they, they ¥

paatd to \.('i[)h(’l pun

Forman charged - during final:.

rights |
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NATCHEZ, Miss. U'—’U-—Tbe
‘prosecuticn and defenise - rested
Ith"lr cases abruptly this morn-!
ing-in the murder trial here of
one of three white men zccused
in' the brutal -slaying of an el-
derly Negro .

Two. FBI agenis testified ear-
lier. that defendant  Einest
Avants - told . them .he  expected-
to be -acquitted  because he .
merely blew off the top of the
bead sf a corpse.

3 The jury was expected to. 'fﬂt'
é'hé case by early aflerncon, 1
The prosecution calied r\‘01
additional w n‘nc‘ 5 and the de-}
fense resied. without sumzoning:
a witness, e"e'; being denied al
motion for z directed verdict of
innocent. i o

The agents, Robert ¥, Boyle
of Memphis and Alan Kornblum
‘of Gulfport, Miss.. -said that{
1Earnest Avaniz teld them “a
fellow by the name of Fuiler”!
shet and kilied White with a'
bairage of 17 rifle shots before-

Avanis cut loose with his shot-
gun. ‘ :

Authorities claim that White,
.,‘cauce

83, was Killed merely
he was convenicnt and
to- a plen o i“lt aleg
leader Dr. Martin L u‘m King
dr. to this river citv far assas-

sinatmn e e
vanls, 37, Claude M, Fuiler,
4,, and J.m.r_-s L. Jones, 57,

were chat in the

1956, sley

Jing 12,

The three Hy  hired

| White inio their auto on fhe pre-
*me “of ge hoip
unt for a aim
' i him

romer-

]
t
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N
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Bvants Jury

NATCHEZ, Mm (L}’D — A
reireuit court’ jury of nine white
and three Negro men  stood

cady today to ‘hear the first
te\st‘nm. ly i the trial of a white
man charged with 2 “gang” mur-
der . of an eldexl. Negro 18
months ago.

Defense attorney Travis Buck-
ley .agreed to the final mem-
bers of the jury lzle Thursday
to conclude four laborious days
of jury -selection for the mur-
dex trial of Frnest Avants.

(,ucuxt Jud:a .,amcs A 'lor

Murder imﬁ

~_body into a creck,

fants did

i el oyeesar ey
gm‘ &ﬁ%a'ﬂ@l‘.’&’; i ¥
ey .
rey mdcx ed Dist, Atty. Lenoz

Prosecutor Edward Benoist
Forman and  Adams
Prosecutor Edward Benoist Jr.
lo be prepared to proceed with
the 'state’s case. B,

Avants, James Lloyd Jones,
and Claude M. Fuller. are ac-
cused of luring Fen Chester
White, a 65-year- oId Negro farm
hand, into a car June 12; 1966, on .

Jr.

a lost dog, and then sheoling the
elderiv ‘ogro and dumpm° his

Jones, 57, turred state's evi-
derce at a preliminary hearing
d vear ago and said he drove
the car the night the Negro was
killed but that Fuller and Av-
the actual shooting.

‘Jones” murder trial ended with

‘a2 hung jury. A new trial date

was expected to be set today.
Forman charged during final:
arguments at Jones' trial that

the slaying was a type of ini-
5tiat;’on to solidify his loyalty as

a new member of the ‘“cotton
-moutit moccasin  gang, des-
‘cribed as  similar to the Ku

"Klux Klan in purpose. : ] ‘

Bota Fuller, 47, and Avants,
36, had been identified by the
House Commiftee on Un-Ameri-|
can Activities last year as KKK

members.

The slaying came after sev-
“eral months oi bitter boycotls
and marches by civii rights
;forces. There also had been a’
:number of bombinzs and earlier
.this year, a Negro leader was
killed when a bomb planted in,
his truck exploded.

A large number
prospective  jurors
for the trial were excused hbe-!
cause they aiready had formed-
fixed opinions in the widely pub-
licized case. An ‘almost equal
number, however, were excused
after. ithey, said va w
posed to t‘cwul puri

of the 211

summoned | i
V

County .

the pretense of helping look for -
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NATCHEZ, Miss., (AP)—Two
FBI agents festified Friday that !
Ernest Avanis told them he
took part in the bruial 1966 stay-
ing of an elderly Negrc near
here. .

Agents Roberi ¥. Boyle of
Memphis and Allen N. Korn-
bleum of New York testified
that they

that he voluntarily toid them
he took vart in the murder of
§5-year-old Ben Chester White
June 10 last year,

" Boyvle ftestified that  Avants

interviewed Avants:
March 13 on another case and.

told him he shot White in the !
«head. with ‘a shotgun when he!

VS T

was told to fo so b\ a mas ke

identified only as “Fuller.”

Boyle said Avanis ‘told him
that “Fuller” repeatedly shot
While with a rifle hefore telling
him (Avants) to fire,the shot-
gun,

The testimony was first gm:n
ibefore Circuit Judge James A,
Torrey in the ahsence of ths
jury. Torrey admitied ihe testi-
mony over the' objections of tiie
defense that Avants was not in-
formed: of  his nvnta against
self-incrimination.

. he lwo agents tesfified thav
“they informed Avanis of his
rwhf at the start of the inler-
;view. They said he offered- the
informatien and they did not
lask him any questions.

{ Avants is.the second of thies
i white men under indictment on
[ the murder charge, The others
lare ‘James L.- Jones, 37, and
“Claude ~Fuller, 47, Jones was
tried in the spring. but a mis-

. drial was declared whern the jury

: 1dert1f:ec‘ as Negroe

couid noi reach 96~“eemf¥nt

White's hady was found in
creek near \auhe/ m I 2 15 6
He had heen shot with both z
rifle and a shotgun, and had

been mis<irx<f for two days.
ln(‘ d for Avant
G- am E. Bell. Hen-
ry Russeil Jr a"td I C B"ovn.
d Mal-

colm L. Carter, ‘\_.

gan, Luther Siowers, Jack M.

Moore, Jav B. Lehman, W, L.
. C. Monte, Jegl W,
¢ Foster, tha
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TO

FROM

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 N

MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR:{(41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

" SAC, JACKSON (157-958)

* SA CLARENCE G. PROSPERE

SUBJECT: ERNEST AVANTS

RM - KLAN

DATE:

12/6/67

This case is presently in a pending inactive status.
It is being pointed out that ERNEST AVANTS is presently being
tried in Circuit Court, Natchez, Miss., for the murder of BEN
CHESTER WHITE. The murder of BEN CHESTER WHITE is carried
in the Jackson Division in JN file 157-6253,

In view of the retirement of SA CLARENCE G. PROSPER,
it is suggested that this case be reassigned.

A52_ P58 2///
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;‘  # ‘  _' "¥' _  7: _,:' | e ' 9/16/67

i ERNEST AVANTS, 114 Hammett Street, NaLchez,
1 - MlSSlSSlle was 1nterv1ewed by SA JOHN DLNNIS WILLER
: : whose identity is known to AVANTS,

AVANTS advised that his wife had told him that
she had told the interviewing Agents she had contacted’
her lawyer, TRAVIS BUCKLEY, and that BUCKLEY had advised
AVANTS not to talk to the FBI-nnot even to tell them his
name. :

He continued that he did not wish to assume that
attitude but did feel that under the present circumstances,

he did not desire to talk concerning any subject to the
interviewing Agent,

He stated that TRAVIS BUCKLEY is not his attorney
but he is the attorney of his wife, His attorney is BILL
RILEY, with whom AVANTS worked on the preceding Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday nights, He declined to disclose the

. nature of the work he and RILEY performed,

RILEY zlso instructed AVANTS not to talk to the»>
FBI about anything.

AVANTS continued that he appreciasted the fact
that the interviewing Agent was willing to perform an
analysis of & white liquid substance but that he had already
given this substance to his attormey. He did not know what
the substance was.,

SA MILLER advised AVANTS that he could in no way
force him to be interviewed when he did not desire to be
interviewed but that should there be a change in circum-

' stances, it might be readily advantageous to AVANIS to be
~_—~_abl$nto_eonve*se—w; h—SA_MlLLEET~_AVAN$s~advLsed_that_he___ﬁ___

: Jackson 44-2044
On . 9/13/67 _at__ Natchez, Mississippi = File #_Jackson 157- 958 ,VANTS

, - , | oy oy /E
by SA JOHN DENNIS MILLER /blw Date |ditated — Hllel 67

This document contains neither recommendations ner conclusions of the FBI. It is theEm%y@wa—-theF%rm—aﬂd-—i»s--»l-omed to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed vutside your agency.
it an _ SEP2 2 1967
: FBI——JACKSON
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was aware of this and this was one reason he did not want
to assume the attitude which his attorneys had suggested
i.e., not even tell the FBI his name,

g . SA MILLER advised AVANTS that he was willing to
meet with him at any time and discuss anything which-
AVANTS might desire to discuss,

AVANTS advised that he appreciated this attltude
and would like to be able to talk with SA MILLER but

reiterated that at the preseat time, he did not feel he
could do so, :

- 21
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- . ZDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT _ _{

Date September 16, 1967

Mrs., ERNEST AVANTS, 114 Hammett, Natchez,

- Mississippi, advised SA JOHN DENNIS MILLER, whose identity

is known to Mrs, AVANTS, that her husband was asleep at
that time and was unavailable for interview, In this
regard, she mentioned that she did not wish to be rude, but
that she had talked with her attorney, TRAVIS BUCKLEY, who
had advised her that she and her husband should decline

to talk with the FBI about anything.

Upon inquiry, she revealed that she had contacted
her attorney because of the recent interest which the -
interviewing Agent had displayed in her husband.

SA MILLER advised he would contact her husband
later in the day to discuss this matter,

On 9/13/67 .t Natchez, Mississippi File § Jacksen157-958  AVANTS
| | ~ | 15D- 958102
by ____SA_JOHN DENNIS MILLER /blw Datd SERRCHESs O Jadid6l ¥ -
_ . . _ . o JSERIALIZED £1LE : -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Tt isl the properTy e F Bt‘I"an' s-1ganed to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. Co ("[r ; e ?967
| 20 _ . FBl — JACKSQﬁ
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- . .DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT. _

Date __ 9/9/67

"ERNEST AVANTS was interviewed at his. re51dence,
114 Hammett Street Natchez, Mississippi, by SAs BENJAMIN F.
GRAVES and JOHN NNIS NILLER who identified themselves as
Special Agents of the FBI. AVANTS advised he was aware of

his constitutional rights, but would be more than willing to
talk with the Agents.

He was interv1eged for approximately three hours
during which time varicus topics of conversation were

discussed. Throughout the interview, AVANTS continually shifted

from one topic to another in such a manner that it was often
difficult or impossible to comprehend the subject matter of
his remarks.

- Several times he indicated a willingness to trade
information in his possession.. He was uawilling and unable,
however, to specify what he wanted in return or about what
subjects he would be willing to furnish information.

In this regard, he advised that he couid furnl h
no information about the bombing of WHARLEST JACKSON. He
did state that he could be of assistance to the FBI in the
inves igatlon of the GEORGE METCALFE bombing because '"we"
(evideutly referring to the White Knights) have had - some -

fairly strong opinions concerning that bombing.

Three times AVANTS was asked about a trip te
Brookhaven, Mississippi, with TOMMIE LEE JONES to secure.
medical assistance for JONES following a shooting on the

- property of a Negro pheasant breeder in Louisiana. SA GRAVES

explained to AVANTS that he was not suspected of participating
in the trip to Louisiana as Silver Dollar Group members were
involved and he was not a Silver Dollar Group member. AVANTS
velunteered that some of those involved were subsequently in

by

-This document contains neither reccmmendations nor conclusions of the EBI. It is the pgoDPEMALSE Bhe
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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gackson 157«958
Jackson 7-3830

9/6/67 at _Natchez, Mississippi File # Jackson 157=5206
Jackson 1/4 27

SAs JOHN DENNIS MILLER and o 5 9- 958 )0l

BENJAMIN F, GRAVE [3mM:ils Date dict§G %?;5"’/“,”, —
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the Silver Dollar Grodp, but that the.Silver Dollaf\Group
was not in existence at the time of this incident. AVANTS
did not conment on his trip with JONES to Brookhaven,

AVANTS displayed acute interest in the murder of
EARL HODGES in Eddiceton, Mississippi, on August 14-=15, 1965.
He advised that the White Knights would eventually ascertaln
the identities of the parties responsible as they were‘g
conducting an investigation themselves in that matter. He
stated that investigation has disclosed that a woman is
involved, SA GRAVES inguired if that woman was
AVANTS smiled and said, "You said that, I didn't
He would not elaborate further on the HODGES case except.
to express,later in the conversation, intevest in it.

‘Reference was also made to the beating of
MARVIN WESLEY WILLIS and ELAINE FREEMAN EMFINGER in the
Fall of 1964 near Bude, Mississippi. AVANTS stated that,
"We gave them a good: tanning'' (evidently’ — yeferring to
the White Knights); that 'the big man in overalls' had done
a good job; and that ELAINE would not have been beaten if she
had kept her mouth shut. S : :

As the conversaticn concerning beatings continued,
AVANTS mentioned the beating of WILLIE JOE. BUTLER who worked
on the DRAIN property. He also mentioned an assault on a .
Negro who was beaten and given castor oil. 1In the same series
of remarks, AVANTS mentioned that 'he", while speaking of
the Negro, was forced to run in a dark field and ran into a
tree. According to AVANTS, the Negro deserved the beating

- because he looked up women's skirts vhen they ascended stairs.

The victim appeared. on television and stated he was not

~involved in civil rights activity, which statement AVANTS

advised was absolutely correct., It was unclear if all of .
these remarks were intended to refer to BUTLER or whether
they referred to two or more separate parties. He would not
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furnish any additional information about these matters nor
would he clarify which beating or beatings totwhich he was
referring. AVANTS continued that he was not aware of the
beating of a Negro from Natchez who had insulted the wife
of JACK MOORE. e '

' He advised that there were several "jobs' done in
Adams County by 'outlaw groups' which did not involve the
White Nights, ‘

AVANTS displayed a .44 magnum pistol with a 7% inch
barrel which his wife keeps around the house for protection.

AVANTS advised that he was firmly convinced that
the White Knights comprised the most desirable group. of
southern men in Mississippi. He would-never_consider-joining
the United Klans of America, Inc., the old Originals, the
Knights of the Green Forest, the Universal Klans of America,
the White Camellians, the Silver Dollar Group, or any other
group. He did state that the Silver Dollar Group supposedly
consisted of the elite or chosen men of the arez. He exprassad .
a profound admiration for SAM BOWERS whom he: described. as the
leader of the White Knights. He explained that BOWERS was a
highly intelligent man who was self taught. Furthermore,
while there is a Jesus in heaven, there is a Jesus here on
earth and that man is SAM BCWERS.

‘10
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Date . 8/21/67

ERNEST AVANTS was interviewed at his residence,

114 Hammett Street, Natchez, Mississippi, by Special Agents

EARL E, BOYD and JOHN DENNIS MILLER who identified themselves
as Special Agents of the FBI. SA MILLER advised AVANIS of

the nature of the investigation and began to explain to

AVANTS his constitutional rights. AVANIS interrupted and

stated he had been 1nLerv1ewed many times by the FBI, was |
fully aware of his rights, and would gladly talk wzth the

Agents, but did not desire to sign a waiver of rights form. :

. AVANTS advised that approximately six months ago
he had a .22 caliber rifle stolen from his house. He '
theorized the thiéf must have had a key to the house as no
windows or doors bore evidence of forceable entry. In
AVANTS' opinion a'Klansman might have stolen the rifle. He
explained that it was poﬂuLblh that some members of the Klan
did not want him in Natehez any longer. FHe would nct :
elaborate on this point. He continued that if this rifle
"was left at the scene of a murder, he could be convicted
l and put ia jail. This theft has not been reported to the ‘
, _ Adams Couqry Sheiiff's Office !

He continued that the Flﬂn is not assisting
finarcidlly with his defense in the trial which concerns the
warder of BEN CHESTER WAITE. He did state that some Klansmen
came to his wife while he was'in jail and infoxmed her that
the Klan would assist him fipensdally if he would agree to use
the Klan lawyer. This he refused to do. AVANIS did not des1re
to furnvua any names of individuals involved.

Be inquired as to the whe“eaboﬂbs of the Special
Agent who had visited him previously, explaining that he

Jackeson Gh=204h
Jazkson 157-958 5
Jackeon 15/-1519
On 8/18/67 _at _ Natchez, Mississippi e Tackshn 157-6253
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desired to ascertain why that Ageﬁt thought he, AVANTS,
had attended a fishfry in Wildsville, Lou131an3 AVANTS

- denied he had attended any such flshFry

When asked about the shooting of a Negro named
BUTLER in Mississippi, AVANTS stated he was familiar with
the case and knéw the identities of most of the individuals
responsible, but did not desire to comment any further on the
matter. ‘ ’

He advised that he knows MARVIN MC KINNEY and-his
brother, "BIG MAC" MC KINNEY, and has no opinion one way or
the other about the two men. AVANTS advised that he did
not desire to furnish any information to the FBI because
as soon as he told something to the FBI, it would be spread
all over town. Furthermore, AVANTS stated he has nothing to-

‘gain and everything to loose furnishing information to the
CFBI.

‘ 4

AVANTS is certain that the Negroes killed WHARLEST
JACKSON because it is relatively easy to look back on the
murder and observe which race gained most frem it.

AVANTS advised that he became incensed ' at
CHARLES EVERS when EVERS announced that AVANTS had received
a raise and a promoction at International Paper Company after
he had been released from jail. This untrue statement by
EVERS served to confirm AVAN“S opinion that Negroes in
general and Negro leaders in particular are basically
dishonest and untrustworthy. He advised that he does not
hate Negroes, but that he did nct feel as though he would
feel any remorse if all Negroes suddenly disappeared. AVANTS
concluded by stating that he had no cbjection to additional
contacts by the FBI. .
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. when JONES

. gquently, he assumes som

" the group or somzoue had mm him in person that this
| group was cemiog to see him.

ﬁ%&e sutomoh

i< 1579 (ansums; e e, sk, - vierng (S /e
1 = 157= (TOMMIE LEE JONES) " £ :L: A
(D= 157 ERHEST HEBRY AVANIS) JGI Q1969
ﬁF@fﬁhﬂ’ %)) | , - FBt—JAm\SON:éb/’

SBC, JACRSON (46-2045) | 8/30/67

&4 DENJAMIN ¥F. CRAVES

was contacted oo 8/27/67 by SA LRWEST M.
e writer and furnished the folleowing infore

Scemetine before Augast, 1954, the smonth iﬁ which
the UHA wss ffam in the Stote of Mississippl, TOMMIE
LEE JOMES, ERNEST HENRY AVANTS (whom source iﬁemiﬁaﬁ
from @ 9%1@%:@52’3@), &a@% two other individusls unkoown to
the souxce, went to the Houston OLLl Field Materisl Company
in Brookhsven, Miss,., where the source wes working.

Source advised ot that time, he wes working in the office
at night end he beges work et 5:90 p.m. He h@!iﬁ%@ this
gronp srrived im Che lste sfternoen or eexly eveniag.

One of the men whom the scurce did not lnow came mm
the office ond told the source s:im& JONES snd the others
were outside.

Source advised that irwss ao surprise to him
end the a&h&rﬁ sppeared ot his office, conses
mone had telephoned him to expect

Source said he went cutside and @8 he approsched
ile, which he believes w imvg been green o
vad i@ color with sawk@r. seats, JOHES was getting out of
the vear segt. JONES told the source thet he had been
shot ond that he had e peliet in the chesk of his face.
JONES said thst bis throat snd jew wore sore snd he
%&m& infection. Source stoted that JONES st thot tins

LS D ?o"o” /?/ /
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JONES, en individusl who hed first coms

414 not heve @ b&&é&a@ o his wound, Souree did nog

mw w&mh aiﬁ& of JORER' foce hed been wounded but

he & ht 1t wes oo the vight side, SJource ﬁww% ‘that

JONES relaved g story thet he had beea Foll swing
&aﬁ iais date and the noe stopped his cer oud shot st
JONES with @ shotgun, JOUES told the souree he needed

his sssistance in a@m&aaﬁa‘g the sexvices of 8 doetor.

Soures stated thet while be wes telkies with
inko ;m office

s stending beside him Lisvtening to the comversstiom.
Zource could sot identify the %ﬁiﬁxﬁm& m@ ﬂmﬁ can
into bis @ﬁm@, wer ﬁwxfé he Surnish & description of
him due to the lapse of tioe since the incident oecurred.

Seurce sﬁ&mﬁ m %xﬁ‘; back into %ﬁ@ ﬁfﬁm& |
posaibly sceompanied i, and tel ‘ i SHES
B. SEVLEY 2t &is %?:j ns Mise., vesd ce, Bouree
relaced J0WESY sLary €o 'i’;ﬁﬁ dactor 88 o how he hod
bepons injwred. JUBES 444 net wont bls deatlty xevesled
£o the docter sud %m dastor did msr, want W W ﬁm '
ideanity of che petient. Dr, SAVIEY gpredd

ﬁﬂjmﬁ individual 4t his ﬁgﬁ’i&’@p

tey & wning the éaﬁﬁwﬁ souree gstated
be went beck ,».'”“f:.;&igiﬁ aﬁzﬁ gove this group direcctions te
the doctor’s o2fice.
| Source advised be recelled one of the individusis
g 2be soto “i,:ia wop of smell build and he plolked out 2
gm%@s?& of 3&% B+ BLANEY a3 spposving to hove &
miler build ge this gmell individual,

e $ndividusl in

this vehicle, he ia@z%‘ ved - and be could

ast vegsll che iﬁm@:ﬁﬁé éﬁ ﬁﬁi& i&wﬁi@ idual aoy could
ke furaish éﬁmigti% o bim,

B O ey X TN L s P T T bt LS I SR CTO SIS SINL. SRS
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: Source is of the opiniOn‘that the doctor
treated JONES but the doctor had thought it best not
to remove the pellet,

Source stated he did not discuss this matter
with the doctor, JONES, or anyone else subsequent to
the incident. He could not recall the reason that he
was of the opinion the pellet had not been removed from
JONES' cheek,

s 3%
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

f - - FOIA(b) (6) - R
N ; FOIA(Q}(7) - (C) | Date July 18, 1967

oy Mrs. ALICE SUE RILEY, Box 16, advised that ERNEST
i AVANTS had been to several parties she "had attended at JOE
; : LEE HARDY's residence. The last party she could remember
. him attending was in October, 1966. She advised that she
P has not seen AVANTS since thlS time. -

PERCY and LILLIAN NETTLES formorly resided in the
rural area north of Washington, Mississippi, but have 31nce
moved to Bluebird Drive in Natchez, Mississippi. )

She advised that JOHN and SHIRLEY STOWERS are
associates of the HARDY family and that SHIRLEY is quite
close to JEAN HARDY. - She was of the opinion that

| She is further of the opinion that

CHARLES DAVIDSON, who resides on Morgantcwn Read,
Natchez, Mississippi, has been a very close friend and
associate of HARDY but they have not been seen together ,
‘recently. She stated that there is a possibility that they
have had a disagreement and are no longer associating.

- DAVIDSON, as well as HARDY and other individuals known to
have been past or present members in various Klan organiza-
tions, both in Adams County, Mississippi and Concordia.
Parish, Louisiana, frequent TINY LEWIS' Bar-B- Que Pit on
nghway 61, north, in Natchez, Mississippi.

Rumors have been c1rcu1at1ng that VERNON STRAHAN
- of Natchez, Mississippi, had received threatening telephone
~calls in February, 1967, because of STRAHAN's: cohabitation

; i with a Negro woman. Speculation has it that §#&ﬁ5s %ﬁ)ﬁ?
b “the "Klan's list.": _ g JQ?

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

i SENALHED SCFILED
| AUGL 1967

3 | ' ' , _ Jacks ongilslmd Qef
| 14752778715 T- o
- 7/15/67 _at Washington Mississippi . 4 157228397 T57=08 it
o o - | . 157-1519; 157- 105

| : 157-5409: 157- 293
by _ SA ' EARL E.‘ BOYD /bl-w Date dictated 7 1/6

. This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to :

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency..
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Mrs. RILEY stated that JOE LEE HARDY has gone w1th'

a glrl, name unknown, who works at the Han-dee ‘Stop store
located between Vldalla and Ferriday, Louisiana. She does
not know if HARDY is presently seeing this lady but does
know that he is known to have been conducting numerous
affairs with other women.

HARDY had formerly been a very close assoolate of
REGGIE ‘CARTER, who resides on North Pine Street, Natchea

Mississippi. CARTER and HARDY shared a boat foL two summers.

She did not know if HARDY and CARTER have been associating
with one another recently. CARTER previously had a Pan-Am
service station in Ccncordia Parish, Louisiana, but approxi-

mately five or six vears ago, | |

and subsequently moved across the river into Adams-

“County, Mississippi.

JOHN BARBER, who works off shore in the Gulf of
Mexico on an oil drllllng rig but who resides in Natchez,
Mississippi, is associated with the Klan in the Adans Co"n y
area. On the evening that Natchez Mayor JOHN NOSSER's house

was bombed, BARBER called VIRGINIA WHITLEY, who formerly

lived north of Washington, Mississippi, and said that he
wanted to come to their house as he needed an alibi. Mrs.
WHITLEY, her husband (FRED), Mrs. RILEY, and BARBER drank
coffee together for an indefinite perlod during the evening.
The WHITLEYS have since moved to Vidalia, -Louisiana. Mrs.

- WHITLEY is employed at Gibson's Discount Store in Natchez,

Mississippi, and FRED WHITLEY 1s employed by Sealtest.

Mrs. RILEY advised that when the attorney from‘
laurel, Mississippi, whom she thought was TRAVIS BUCKLEY,
visited Natchez concerning the trial of JAMES LLOYD JONES

 for the murder of BEN CHESTER WHITE, he stayed at the HARDY

residence. She could not pinpoint the exact date of this
occurrence. '
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Lo Mrs. RILEY concluded by saying that she did not
i think that JOE LEE HARDY had attended the Klan meeting for
JIMMY SWAN near Prentiss, Mississippi, on July 8, 1967.

PN
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7/18/67
atrmr Camoumam
T0:  SAC, JACKSON (44-2044)
FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (44-3214) (P)
WHARBOM

Re Jackaen airtel to New ereans, 6/22/67, which
requested the Veterans Administration at New Orleans be
recontacted and information contained in the R & E (Rehabil i-
tation and Education) Folder for ERNEST H. AVANTS, Claim '
# €~17 47 50 13, be furnished.

Enclogsed for Jackson are 25 copies of an 1nves€i.~
gative insert setting forth the results of this contact with
the Veterans Admiaistratien at New erleans

@—- Jackeon (Encls. 25) (me)
2 - New Orleans
SMC :sab

(5)

| SEARGHED 1N %
SExlALZED YO FUED.
JUL 21 1967
FBI—JACKSON
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AIRTEL ©_ AIR MALL
T0: - SAC, JACKSON (44-2044)
' FROM:  SAC, NEW ORLEANS (44-3214) (P)
WHARBOM

Re Jackson airtel to New Orleans, 6/22/67, which
requested the Veterans Administration at New Orleans be
recontacted and information contained in the R & E (Rehabili-
tation and Education) Folder for EENE&T H. AVANTS, Claim

_# C=-17 47 50 12, be furnished.

Enclosed for Jackson are 25 copies of an investi-
gative insert setting forth the results of this contact with
the Veterans Administration at New Orleans.

f%?a-Jackson (Encis. 25) (RM)
2 =~ New Orleans

SMC :sab
(5)
1|5 7-959-9&
’ bL"}\i \Cl ED ‘DE'XED
SERIALZED =

\ﬂﬁu4'1}9b7

, Pl —JACKSON
1 TN
W

s -
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NO 44-3214

' SMC:sab

The following investigation was conducted by
SA  STEPHEN M. CALLENDER on July 18, 1967, at New Orleans,
Louisiana: ' .

Mr. LEON GRABERT, Assistant Chief, Administrative
Division, Veterans Administration, Room T-4011, 701 Loyola

-Avenue, provided the following information:

Mr. GRABERT informed that the records of his agency
reveal that the Rehabilitation and Education (R & E) Folder
for ERNEST H. AVANTS, Claim No. C-17 47 50 12, has been
destroyed; however, his records on file do not indicate the
date of destruction. ‘ “

. Mr. GRABERT stated that his records indicate that
AVANTS was issued a Certificate of Eligibility, which entitled
AVANTS to the rehabilitation and education provisions of _
Public Law 550 (Korean War). These records reveal that AVANTS
never used this Certificate of Eligibility; and, ‘according

‘to the policy of the Veterans Administration at that time,

the R & E Folder was destroyed when the Certificate of
Eligibility was not used. Mr. GRABERT stated a notation ,
should have been on AVANTS' file to show that AVANTS-R & E

"Folder had been destroyedﬁ Mr. GRABERT stated that he would

telephonically contact the Veterans Administration, Records
Processing Center at St. Louis, Missouri, on this date to
determine if there was any notation on AVANTS' file which
is located ‘at this center.

Subsequently on July 18, 1967, Mr. GRABERT informed
that he had telephonically contacted his agency at the Veterans
Administration Records Processing Center at St. Louis, Missouri,
and had been advised that there was a notation on the outside
of AVANTS®' folder which indicated AVANTS®' R & E Folder had
been destroyed in 1959.

15 7-958 -7 4
SEARCHED . INDEXED._£A......
SERIALIZED - FILED

JUL2 21367

FBI — JACKSON
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Date July 3, 1967

Mr. EDWIN BENOILST, County Attorney, Adams County,
Natches, Mississippi, advised that on Friday, June 23, 1967,
he wae in the Adams County Sheriff's Office, Natchez, Missis-
sippi, in connection with routine matters. While talking to
Sheriff ODELI, ANDERS, a telephone call was received by Sheriff
ANDERS and .upon termination of the phone call, Sheriff ANDERS
stated that ERNEST AVANTS had called him and asked that the
Sheriff arrest him and lock him up as he, AVANTS,was fearful
that he would do bodily harm to someone. .Sheriff ANDERS then
advised BENQIST that he told AVANTS to take a cab and come to
the CGounty Jail.. '

Subsequently, AVANTS arrived at the County Jail in
" a cab and told Sheriff ANDERS he had no meney with which to
“pay his cab fare. Sheriff ANDERS then paid the cab fawe of
- AVANTS,

BENOIST stated that when AVANTS came into the
office where he was sitting, AVANTS began telling him that
BENQILST and the District Attorney would never be able to
convict him. AVANTS stated that actually a carbine was used
to blow BEN CHESTER WHITE's head off. |

D

. BENOIST stated about this time in the conversation,
LENOX FORMAN, District Attorney, came into the office and
entered into a conversatcicen, '

BENOIST stated that AVANTS told them that be would
be willing to testify in the BEN CHESTER WHITE case but that
he could not do so because ED FULLER, the brother of CLAUDE
FULLER, would have him killed immediately.

- BENOTST stated that AVANTS said the Cottonmouth
Moccasins came about in this way: The JACKSON boys told

‘Jackson 44~2044
(Jackson 157-9587

On 6/26/67 ., Natchez, Mississippi

.. Jackson 157-6253
File #

{

: ‘ | SEARCHED -~ lNDtXEDn}%g""'

by SA CLARENCE G, PROSPERE /blw Datd iy P B(RE/6 H

. - UL : o u
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JAMES LLOYD JONES when he was sworn into the Klan that if he
- violated the oath of the Klan, this would be like being
bitten by a cottonmouth moccasin. AVANTS stated there is
not, and to his knowledge has never been, a group known as
the Cottonmouth Moccasin group and he feels that JONES.
‘repested the story to Sheriff ANDERS, who in turn testified
to this information in court and during the course of
repeating the. information, it was turned around so that. it
appeared there was a group called the Cottonmouth Moccasins.

BENOIST stated AVANTS said that when he talked:
about 'those men' he was referring to SAM BOWERS and CHARLIE
'RLACKWELL, who are ''good men.' AVANTS stated that TRAVIS
BUCKLEY. was ''no good.'" AVANTS. went. on to say that 'they" do
‘not  like BILL RILEY and that:RILEY’is. on a retainer for the
Kian and is paid each month. AVANTS stated that he himself
is paying:RILEY on 8 monthly-basis: to represent him,

BENOIST advised that AVANTS went on to state that
CIAUDE FULLER is not &:members of. "their group.' AVANTS
stated that he nhad taken CLAUDE FULLER to lLeurel, Mississiopi,
on one occasion and that the next. time FULLER was not com.n0
back. AVANIS stated that: SAM.BOWERS: and his group do not
care about CILAUDE FULLER but that they are afraid of his
brother, ED FULLER,

BENQIST advised that AVANTS made the following
comments concerning his involvement in the BEN CHESTER WHITE
case. AVANTS stated that CLAUDE FULLER had phoned him on a
Tuesday and said he needed to whip a Negro and wanted AVANTS
to go with him.- AVANTS inquired as to why FULLER wanted to
whip the Negro and FULLER stated the Negro was going around
to the Negro churches and telling Negroes that they should
be marrying white people., AVANTS stated that he agreed that
a Negro of this type needed whipping.
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AVANTS went on to state that on the following

Friday, FULLER came by the place in the International Paper
Plant where AVANTS was working and asked if AVANTS was still

 going with him. AVANTS stated he advised FULLER what he was
. going as he had been thinking this matter over for the past

two days.  AVANTS then pointed out to BENOIST, FCRMAN, and
Sheriff ANDERS that he and CIAUDE FULLER were not in the same
group. . : _

AVANTS stated he did not know that FULLER intended
to kill the Negro but thought they were going to only whip
him., AVANTS stated when they stopped on the bridge, he

‘thought they would bend the Negro over the bridge railing

and whip him because he knew that they had broaght a whip or
a ]arge strap with them in the car.

AVANTS stated it was his personal opinion that the
Negro was actuzlly killed because the Negro had seen CIAUDE
PULLER stealing and butchering cows.

AVANTS admitted that he himself had stolen and
killed cows wivich was known to Sheriff ANDERS as Sheriff
ANDERS had recovered the bullets from some of the cows and
had the FBI lLaboratory conduct ballistics tests which showed
the bullets came from guns owned by ERNEST AVANTS. AVANTS
also admitted that he had defrauded the Brookhaven, Missisw
sippi, Production Credit Association but that this was also
information already known to Sheriff ANDERS, He stated he

 did not feel that Sheriff ANDERS and the District Attorney

were interested in these crimes but that they were more
concerned with the murder of BEN CHESTER WHITE.

AVANTS stated he would be willing to take a truth
serum administered by a reputable doctor in the presence of
County Attorney EDWIN BENOIST but that he wished to go deep’

into the woods to take the serum.in order that there would

be no FBI Agents in the vicinity.
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BENOIST stated that at no time durlng the course

‘of the conversation set forth previously was AVANTS advised

of his rights against self-incrimination. Mr. BENOIST
pointed out that at one time, AVANTS inquired if the conver-

'saticn was being recorded and he was told that the conversation
~was not being recorded, it could mot be used against him

because he had not been advised of his vights against self-
incrimination. Mr. BENOIST stated that he felt had AVANTS _
been advised of his rights agzinst seli-incrimination, he would
not have spoken as freely as he did. BENOIST further pointed
out that as previously stated, AVANTS came to the jail in a
drunken condition and he did nob feel that AVANTS was sober .
during the conversation but was GCLually under the influence
of aicchol.
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FROM : SA ROBERT T. BAUTER

SUBJECT: ERNEST AVANTS
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On 6/27/67 inquiry was made at the Admissions office, Veterans
Administration Hospital, Jackson, Mississippi, to determine if the
subject was a patient at that hospital. There was no record of the
subject of the subject being presently a patlent nor had he been a
patient in the last 90- days.

On 6/28/67 WILLIAM EWING Admlnlstrator, Veterans Hospital,
advised that AVANTE is not presently nor has he ever been a patlent
at this hospital, He has a case file in the Claims Section for an
ERNEST AVANTS, born 6/13/21., This individual was in the U. S. Army

from 6/3/,0 through 9/22/45 under ASN RA700381lj, This individual
has never filed a claim,

/5 7-958-7°
- SEARCHED —, _INDEXED..Q)y |
{ SERIALIZED JTRILED ¥k

JUN2 91967

FBl — JACKSON

Buy U.S. S mzz'ng;r Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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6/22/67

AIRIEL AIRMAIL

TO:  SAC, NEW ORLEANS (44-3214)

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (44-2044) (P)

WHARBOM
Re St. Louis airtel to Jackson, 6/14/67.

By referenced airtel, the St. Louis Division
enclosed copies of a report insert showing the results of
an interview of the Veterans Administration (VA) files
pertaining to ERNEST HENRY AVANTS, an alleged Silver Dollar
Group (SDG) member, who resides in Natchez, Miss. The file

of the VA, St. Louis, shows that under the date of November 13,

1953, the Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs, Perriday,
Louisiana submitted to the VA Regional Office, Shrevepart,
Louisiana, a "WA Form 7-1990, Application for Course of Educa=
tion and Training." This applicat:ion does not appear in the
VA files reviewed at the Records Processing €enter in St.
Louis. .

The st. Louis Bivision advised that Miss GARGN
expiained in this letter that material pertaining to matters
of education are meintained separately in an 'R & E (Rebabili-
tation and Education) Folder," and a notation in the file
shows that the R & E Folder pertaining to AVANTS is located
at the VA in New Orleans, Louisisna.

LEADS:

NEW ORLEANS

,2> New Orleans (44-3214) (AM)
- Jacksan (2 = 4432044)

S hed N4
ceppor (D 157%59) Serlatined
o € W Indexed_— 0
) Filed. P

o
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IN 44-2044
NO 44-3214

AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

Will check records of the VA under the name
ERNEST H, AVANTS, Claim No. C-17 47 50 12, for information
contained in his R & E (Rehabilitation and Education) Folder
in connection with his application for course of education
and training on VA Form 7-1990, which w2s submitted undexr
the date November 13, 1953, by the Louisiana Department of
Veteran Affairs, Ferriday, Louisiana, to the VA Regional
Office, Shreveporc, Louisisana.
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6/14/67

AIRTEL AIR WAIL

TO  : SAC, JACKSON (44-2044)

FROM : SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-572)(P)

SUBJECT: WHARBOM
00: Jackson
Bufile: 44-35496

Re New Orleans airtel, 6/8/67.

Enclosed are the original and 8 copies of a
report insert reflecting review of the Veterans
Administration (VA) files pertaining to ERNEST HENRY
AVANTS.

In addition to the data set forth in the
enclosed insert, the VA file includes data pertaining
to AVANTS' military service, but includes no such
information of pertinence which is not set out in
St. Louis letter to Jackson dated 1/20/65, captioned
"ERNEST HENRY AVANTS, RM" (Jacksen file 157-958) (St.
Louis file 157-732).

{ 3?~ Jackson (2 -~ 44-2044) (Encls. 9)

- 157-958)
1 - St. Loufég?

AJR:jc
)

SCARCHED _{\.,—JADEXED |
SERIALIZED K ZZFILED. ¥

W/ bt , s

(SI

g2 A/V 21 ,-chix*e}ﬁk\i

i

n. 0’

oo f
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f;% - 442044y - | STARCHED N 1
(2 - Jackson (4§ §§¥358;‘t4 mmunngﬁfﬁﬁ°~~ ‘

o \{/\> , '\\/V
6/8/67
CAIRTEL - AXRMATL
10 sac, s@. LOVIS
FROM: sac: NEW m&mzﬁs (%-321&)(9)

SUBJECT: -@smm

:{#** é&ﬂﬁgﬂﬁl :

- xe Jacksan letter ta &ew ﬂrlaans, §/2$/6? Bo

: : Gn 2/27/6? WﬁATLES? JACKSQ%, ﬁEgro male,
ﬁmcretaryuﬁweaﬁurer ef Natchez, %xsszssigym ﬂAAﬂF, wag
Killed by an explosionsat approximately: 8:1¢ PM, =
wLicﬁ completaiy ﬁamalished a 9ickuup ia which he

Knvestigaﬁ fon has been ﬁan&uctéé by Jackaan
Division. regarding suspect’ ERNEST HENRY AVANTS, 1401

- Rushing St., Natchesz, ﬁiss., who is employed by the

international Paper Co. AVANTS is reportediy a membar
of the Silver Dollar Group which is an action group
within tﬁe Eu Klux Kiaa~organizati&ns in the Eaﬁeh@a area.

B@fe?ene@é eammunieatian ﬁirect@d that New arleanﬁ

‘Division reviewed-AVANTS' Vetersns Adninistmtion Claim
#Cnl?-é?-5@¢1@ far pertinant ﬁformatiun.

On 6/7/67, RORERT E.
Division, Veterans Adminiﬁtratﬁen, New Orieans, advised
BA ANDREW J, STEFAHAK tnat AV&%?S' fxle is xnaﬂtive and

e v

k b Stg mum : ‘ : ,> ) r)EXE[)

JUN 1011987

' HW¥ 9008
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g 'f;f'”ﬁo 44&214
’v;;AJS - est

“553ﬁ?§aéihééﬁ~ rwarded to tﬁﬂ ?Eteran £ Aéministratiaa Recard ‘
A;:ja~9ro@@ssing Ganter, 4@9ﬁ G&aﬁfellaw B&vd,, Euilding 1@43, L
i m s

ST h@%IS Bi?iﬁ!ﬂﬁ

Will review AVANTS N
SR \ . P 3 { D012 t the Veoterans Administration
e ,uﬂecards @rocessing ﬂbnter and repert all pertinent I

ﬁﬂ'iaformation wﬁainﬁd in sueh file.

- HW 9008 DocId:59165327 Page 137



HW 2003

S/31/57

AIRTEL

RECTOR, FBI (44-33208)
FRON: SAC, JACESGN (157-8253) (P)

FRUERST HENRY AVANIS
C%imﬁ Wo TUR LT3

JAUES LIOYD J@%ﬁ}@

BEM CHESTER VHITE - VICTEB
CIVEIL RIGHIS

Enclesed are the original and 10 copices of 1AM
denling with coptioned matiter. e copy furnished USA,
Jacksen; Seccret Service, Jacksong and 2 copies fwrnished
HiGp, Jackson.

LUAD
JACESON

AT NATC

eZ, MISBISS ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ"v‘ﬁ

Yo

TWiil follovw 8nd report civil seit netion @mﬁ:mpmmd
against AVANTS, FULLER and JOHNES,

/32, Burcau (Enceil)

Jackeon

(2 - 167-6283)

{3_~ I57=-728)
- 157=-053)
1 = 157-6284)

RTRfacy

S ,,
- Searched. W)
Sevialized 2

Indexed _
Filed_ B

167-959- 84
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In'Reply, Please Refer to
- File No.

Yo

‘;; .

N | A
UNIT_.) STATES DEPARTMENT OF ._JSTICE

.FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Jackson, Mississippi
May 31, 1967

ERNEST HENRY AVANTS;
CLAUDE VW, FULLER;

JAMES LLOYD JOVES

BERN CHESTER VHITE - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS

- On May 30, 1967, Ben Callon, Attorney, Natchez,
Mississippi, advised that on HMay 23, 1267, he was contacted
by two attorneys for Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights,
Jackson, Mississippi, L. lackey Rowe, Jr., and Larry
Aschenbrenner. He stated these attorneys contacted him
as to the advisability of the heirs to the Chester White
estate filing a civil suit against Ernest Avants, Claude
Fuller, and James Lloyd Jones for the wrongful ae? th of
Chester Vhite. Callon stated that his knowledge of these
three defendants caused him to advise them against £filing

any civil suit inasmuch as the defendants were without

finances or attachable property. He stated that these two
attorneys, however, did petition the Chancery Court of
Adams Couﬁoy for Iottero of Administration in order thdt

~ the estatﬂ of Chester White can be reopened.

Cn May 30, 1967, Mrs, Laveta Byrne, Secretary tb

the Adams County Chancery Court, made available the file

of Chester Vhite for reviewing add ‘the following pertinent
1nLormat10n 1s set forth:

A petition for Letters of Administration was

 filed on May 23, 1967, before the Chancery Court of Adams
County, Katchez, Mississippi. The attorney for the - '

petitioner was L. Lackey Rowe, Jr., The petitioner is :
Jesse VWhite joined by Classie Green, Alsa Schell, Elinore
Picking and Isaac Chapman. The petition requested lLetters
of Administration be granted to Jesse White based on the
facts that: I. Chester White cdeparted his life on June
12, 1966, and at the time of death had a fixed residence on
Carter Plantation of Adams County. II. The estate of
Chester Vhite consists entirely of a wrongful death clain
against Ernest Avants, Claude Fuller, and James Lloyd Jones
of Natchez. III. The deceased left as his survivors his
11 = Bureau '
"1 - USA, Jackson
2 - MIGp, Jackson

. . A f"f’!’! h] . ‘ X ANA
1 - Secret Service, Jackson .gﬁﬁéﬁgiw- SNy -
- Jackson (2 - 157-6253) Indexed - Nz

(1 - 157-796)@ /- 157- 958) , FﬂmL,“,fv;,fmwiﬁ?’

(L - 157~ 625q)

I}gg{acpﬂ% 1 _' /5 7 "7557 ?5 -

~ e
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Re: ERKEST HENRY AVANTS;
ET AL

mother, Classie Green, his sisters Alsa Schell and Elinore

. Picking, a brother Isaﬁc Chapman, and two sons, Jesse Vhite,

1541 Snipe Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and Louis Vhite

. in the U. S. Arny in Germany. 1IV. . Of the known heirs of
-the decedent, those whose affidavit was attached desired

that pe tliloncr Jesse VWhnite be appointed as Administrator:

-0of the estate of Chester Vhite because they felt that he was

the best educated and best qgualified member of the decedent's

_famllyothe remaining heirs have stated that they are afraid

to take any step to assist in the institution of a suit for
Chester Vhite's death because of the fear of pOuSIble
reprisals against then.

An order for lLetters of Administration was issued
by Chancery Judge Curtis L. Collins on May 23, 1867, at
Natchez, Mississippi. ,

On May 30, 1967 the above contenplated suit was
brought to the attencxon of District Attorney lenox Forman
and on lMay 31, 1967, the same information was brought to
the abtenulon of Coupcy Attorney Edwin Benoist at Hatchez,
Mississippi. Mr. Benoist advised that he had not recelved
any 1nformatlon concerning a suit, but surmised one was
forthcoalnv inasmuch 2s he read of the reopenlnv of Chester
White's esbaue in the newspaper under the caption "Notice
to Creditors, He advised that it is not known whether a
suit would be filed in the Chancery Court at Adams County
or in the Federal Court in Jackson, Mississippi. His office
is not going to take any steps to preveni such a suit, but
if a suit were to be instituted it could preclude the three
defendants from admitting to the present criminal charges
against them or to lesser charges of accessory after tho'
fact, knowing that if they were to admit to these charges,
the c1v11 suit would become a sure thing against them.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and

is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency

- 2% -
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S8AC, NEW ORLEANS (44-3214) 5/29/67
SAC, JACKSON (44-2044)
WHARBOM

Investigation has been conducted by the Jackson
Division regarding suspect ERNEST HENRY AVANTS, 1401 Rushing
Street, Natchez, Mississippi, who is employed by the Inter-
national Paper Company. AVANIS is reportedly a member of
the Silver Dollar Group, which is an “action group" within
the Ku Klux Klan organizations in the Natchez area.

. During this investigation on 5/9/67, Mr. WILLIAM
HEWITT, Assistant Chief Attorney, Veterans Administration
Regional Qffice, Jackson, Mississippi, advised SA JOHN L.
PUDDISTER that he was unable to locate sny information con-
cerning Veterans Administration Claim $#C-L7«47-50«12 in his
Jackson Office. He stated that he would contact the Central
Office of the Veterans Administration in Washiagton, D. C.
in an effort to locate this claim.

On 5/17/67, Mr. HEWITT advised SA PUDDISTER that
Veterans Administration Claim File #C~17-47-50-12 in the
name of ERNEST HENRY AVANTIS, is filed in the Veterans Adminis-
tration Regional Office, Kew Orleans, Louisiana.
LEADS:
NEW ORLEARS DIVISION

.~ AI_NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

Will review AVANTS' Claim File #iC~17-47-50-12 at .
the Veterans AdministrationnRegional Office and report all
pertinent information contained in this file.

- New Orleans / s 7 - 958
3)~ Jackson 4 Al
(2 ~ 44-2044) Searche Yf—

Serialized

g = 157-958, ndexe
RFB/bé%iéa %) ;éﬁid__ﬂﬁﬂ~fﬁzz'
(3) - /Q |
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