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We nro wreltlng to inform you that thy Depurtment of Justlos ondd the Pedaral Burean of
Investigation (FBI) recently vonductod a teview of e sirenmstanges surreunding ihe death of
your|BX7NC) Johnnte Brown Robiuson, on Septembsr 15; 1963, We regret to tnform you fhat we
are wagble o proveed futther with a dederal arlminal investigation of this matter beomuae the

* peraon responetble for Mr, Robingon’s death, Jack Parlcer, 1 decopsed, Please acospt out slnogre
oondolenops on the Joss of your|EXTT) . .

Qver the lust 5O yeary, o Tlvll Rights Divislon of thy Department of fustlos has been
ihsrimental n bringig Juities to sonts of the nation's mrost distorbing ofvil 1ights ere ordmes,
Tolay, the Divislott continues to use {ts resournes end expertise to {denttfy, looste, and, whers
possible, prosecuts those vesponsible £or sommitiing revtatly-miotvated. orimes eommitted more

then 40 yestx ago,

En 2006, tho BT begay'ta "Gald Gaso Initiative? wwu comproensive offont (o idoatlly

sl inveuilgats saclally-motivated nrurders onmimitied dasndés age, Toward that end, onsh of the
56 1 ftold offloos searched their “oold oase fils” tp identlfy Inoidonts wiich might be ripe for
Investigation, In February of 2007, the FBI anpownoed the next phase of the indtiative, which
hrwludes & partasrship with the Natlona) Assooistion for the Advanosment of Coloted Poople
(NAACP), the Sputhern Povarty Lavw Center (SPL,C), sd the Natlondl Urben T8ague to-apsist
the FRIin Identifying additional cases Yor lnvestigation aud to salisis thelrIwlp, fn Outober

. 2008, the “Emmett Till Unsolved Clvil Rights Crins Act” (“Reathett T Act™ bedame law

piving the Depariment of Justice additlonal toals to juvestipats “violations of criminel oivil rights

slatutes . , . rosultfitig] in death that “oocurred not liuter than December 31, 1569,

The federal teview converning Mr, Robluson's death was begim pursuant to the Cold
Cays Inltlative and the Rmmett Tl Aot, ‘Phis reviow was oonductoc? by FBI 8peotal Aganis and
ay sxporianced “oold case” pivil rights prosscutor. We have now vonaluded that review snd wish

~to inforin you {n writlng of our findings, : .
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As past of its review of the chonmstaoes of Mu. Robisson’s desth, the FBI tessarohisd
and reviewed media artiolos from 1963 and 1964; obtained the file.of the-Binmingham Pollos
Deptahrlmant (BPD), that vonduotsd the local investigation; and conduoted searchies of Alsbkms -
death reoords, o c .

, Acedrding to our review, BPD Offider Jack Parker fatully shot Johnnie Robinson on
Septembor 15, 1963, At the time of the shootlng, My, Robinson was amony v gioup of Aftican-
JAmerloan youths who were reportidly throwing stoties et » oar cohtaning sevesal while youths
who were flylng Confedarato flags. atller that day, the 16th Street Baptist Church was bomibed,
rosulting In the doath of four Afi{oud-Ametican girls, The bombing sparked raclal toting and
witrest throughout the oity, Whew officers-ardved at the soens, Mr, Robinson and lis fehdy
began to flew, Offlcer Patker stated thethe fired his shotgun towetds the ground, butsommo of the
shots struck My, Robinson in the back 83 He was running away, Aoooedling to tly cotorier’s

. investigation, M, Robinson disd froin nfindes aaused by the ahot to the bask,

& Jooa! prand juty wa 00‘.!1';/91165; but did not returs-an indiotment in the case,

In ad:_:litioﬁ to tho findings deseribed sbove, the feteral lnvestigation detormined that
Mz, Parkor died on Apsl] 9, 1977, ;

- After ontefit] reviow of this inoldent, we have vonoluded that the aerw decaased Jask.
Parker acted alons whei he shot sud killed M Robinson and therefore, we have no cholos but
cloge our investigation, c . a

We-rngtet fhat we oniutiot be of fixther anslstunce to you, Agaln, plense aopept ooy sinoete

oandqlenm vn the loss o_fyom
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Sinoerely,

Paige Pitagerald
Deputy Chief In Chiarge of e 1614 Case Inflative
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